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...  65  Unes  5  and  6,  fur  "  communication  (for  it  has  two  mouths  with 
the  Mersey,)  read  "  communications  (for  it  has  two 
mouths)  with  the  Mereey." 

...     92  .,.  10,/or  "onefourth"rcadf"oneseventh." 

...  118  ...     7,/or  "  In  the  foUowîng  year  "  read  *•  In  the  year  1801." 

...  130  ...     l,/(w«Mr"rearf"Mre." 

...  133  ...  13,/(;r  "cannot*'rcarf"cannow." 

...  144  ...  22,/or  "more"  rcarf"  worse.'* 

. ..  149  ...     7,/or  "  Review "  read  "  View." 

...  203  ...     7  from  hottom,/or  " read  "  read  " sent." 

...  212  ...  16»  after  "  endeavoure  "  deUte  inverted  commas. 

...  231  ...     8  from  bottom,/<;r  "  report  "  read  "  reports." 

...  282  ...  13,/or  "was"re£w/"were." 

...  286  ...     8  from  bottom,/<?r  "  1801  "  read  «  1810." 

...  304  ...     7,/or  "  W.  M.  Davis  "  read  "  Wm.  Davis." 

...  347  ...  14  from  bottom^  deUte  inverted  commas  after  ^*  number." 

...  358  ...  17, /ar** Morris "rcarf"Norris." 

...  362  After  the  bishops  of  both  provinces  apply  the  term  "  V,  P."  to 
the  succeeding  ten  names. 
f  ...  410,  Une  3  from  bottom,/or  "  wert  "  read  "  bave." 

I  Passim^for  "Marriot  ^Wead  Marriott," 

...  "Walmesley"rcarf"Walmsley." 

The  author  has  to  apologise  for  one  or  two  letters  bcing  inserted  in  the 
Correspondence  to  this  volume,  great  part  of  which  also  appears  in  the 
text.    The  error  was  not  discovered  until  the  sheets  had  been  struck  off. 
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CHAPTER  XIIL 


Amiig«iii«iiti  prelimiiiary  to  Dr  Bell*8  departore  from  India— Officiai  and 
otber  Testimoniale — State  of  his  Finances. 


Mt  £ither  having  brought  the  work  down  to  this 
point»  it  now  becomes  my  duty  to  proceed  in  continu^ 
ation. 

In  conséquence  of  what  occurred  at  a  meeting  of  the 
président^  yice-president^  and  directors  of  the  Asjlum^ 
the  secretarj  drew  up  the  following  résolutions^  request- 
ingy  in  the  note  which  accompanied  them^  to  be  informed 
in  what  ship  it  might  be  Dr  Bell's  wish  to  proceed  to 
Europe  : — 

"*  Egmoie,  IStfa  Jamiaiy  179e. 

**  The  président,  vice-p)residents,  and  directors  of  the 
Maie  Orphan  Asylum,  taking  into  considération  the 
intimation  recoived  from  the  Rev.  De  Bell  of  his 
intended  departure  for  Europe,  bj  which  the  institu* 
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tion  will  be  deprived  of  the  ftirther  benefit  of  Lis 
immédiate  care  and  superintendence^  do  corne  to  the 
following  résolutions  : — 

'^  I.  That,  under  the  immédiate  care  and  superinten- 
dence  of  the  Rev.  Dr  Bell,  and  the  îvise  and  jvdidous 
régulations  which  he  has  established  for  the  éducation 
of  the  boys,  this  institution  has  been  brought  to  a 
degree  of  perfection,  and  promising  utility^far  exceed^ 
ing  what  the  most  sanguine  hxypes  covld  hâve  stiggested 
at  the  time  of  its  establishment  :  and 

"  That,  therefore,  the  Rev.  Dr  Bell  is  entitled  to  the 
fuflest  approbation  of  this  meeting  for  his  zeaJaus  and 
disinterested  conduct  in  the  exécution  of  so  difficult 
a  charge  since  the  commencement  of  the  school  ;  and 
that  he  be  accordingly  requested  to  accept  their  best 
thanks,  which  the  secretary  is  desired  to  communicate 
to  the  Rev.  Dr  Bell. 

^*  II.  Resolved,  that  the  directors  of  this  charity  take 
it  upon  themselves  to  provide  a  convenient  passage  for 
Dr  Bell  to  Europe,  in  any  ship  he  may  wish  to  go  by. 
— By  order, 

(Signed)  "  FfiEDERitiK  Pierce, 

Acting  SeCy  M.  O.  AsylumJ^ 

The  folloMÔng  were  Dr  Bell's  replies,  which  were 
sent  to  the  directors  : — 

To  Captain  Pierce^  AcHng  Sec.,  Jf.  0.  Ait/lum. 
^'Sir, 

"  The  obliging  manner  in  whîch  you  hâve  trans- 
mitted  to  me  the  resolutions  of  the  président,  vice- 
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présidents^  and  directors  of  the  Maie  Asylum^  at  the 
gênerai  meeting  of  the  13th  January  1796^  bas  my 
warmest  acknowledgments  ;  and  I  rêquest  you  will, 
in  reply^  lay  before  them  the  accompanying  letter. 

''  I  shall  hâve  no  occasion  tp  trouble  you  in  the  affair 
of  my  passage  to  Europe,  as,  with  the  deepest  sensé  of 
the  honour  done  me,  I  do  not  conçoive  myself  at  liberty 
to  accept  this  very  honourable  testimony,  which  bas 
been  awarded  me,  of  the  approval  of  my  conduct  in 
the  charge  of  this  charity. — I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient  servant, 

(Signed)         "  A.  Bell. 

""Egmore,  ISth  January  1796." 

To  ike  Rigkt  Bon.  the  Président,  Vice-PresidenU,  and  Directors  of 
the  MàU  Asylum. 

**  My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 

''Your  sentiments  of  the  services  I  bave  been 
enabled  to  render  in  charge  of  the  Maie  Asylum,  as 
expressed  at  the  gênerai  meeting  after  the  annual 
examination  of  the  scbool,  in  your  resolutions  of  13th 
Jaiiuary  1796,  and  conveyed  to  me  by  the  acting 
secretary,  Captain  Pierce,  are  pleasing  and  grateAil  to 
me  beyond  expression.  A  testimony  of  such  high 
authority,  and  in  such  flattering  tenus,  supplies  what- 
ever  was  wanting  to  fill  up  the  measure  of  my  satis- 
&ction  in  the  office  I  bave  so  long  discharged. 

''  When  I  bave  contemplated  the  uniform  progress  of 
the  school,  and  seen  the  vices  incident  to  the  /armer 
situations  of  thèse  youths  graduaUy  vanishing^  their 
marais  and  conduct  approaching  nearer  and  nearer 
every  year  to  what  I  wauld  hâve  them  to  he^  and  the 
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character  of  a  race  of  ckildren  in  a  manner  changea, 
I  could  not  help  imagining  at  times^  that  I  regarded 
the  work  in  which  I  had  so  eamesdy  engaged  with 
the  fond  partiality  of  a  parent^  who  beholds  in  a 
favourite  child  beauties .  and  qualities  which  escape 
every  other  eye.  The  opinion,  now  solemnly  announ- 
ced  to  me,  of  those  who  hâve  the  best  access  to  know, 
and  are  the  best  qualified  to  judge,  removes  from  my 
mind  ail  distrust  of  this  kind,  and  leaves  my  gratifica- 
tion unalloyed  by  any  other  considération  than  the 
necessity  of  separating  myself  for  a  whïle  from  this 
happy  scène. 

'^  But  it  is  not  the  feelings  of  the  heart  which  alone 
speak  on  this  occasion.  My  sincère  acknowledgments 
extend  to  the  most  important  interests  of  the  school 
under  your  patronage.  The  attention  you  hâve  shown 
to  every  proposai  for  improving  the  health,  the  morals, 
and  the  right  éducation  of  thèse  youths,  and  the  coun- 
tenance  and  support  you  hâve  given  to  my  unequal 
exertions,  hâve  enabled  me  to  overcome  difficulties 
under  which  I  might  otherwise  hâve  sunk;  to  sur- 
mount  obstacles  which  often  impeded  my  progress  ; 
and  to  reach  that  goal,  of  which  I  was  at  times  afraid 
I  should  be  constrained  to  stop  short — tfie  compleiion 
of  that  System  which,  with  your  consent  and  approbar- 
tion,  I  endeavoured  to  establish. 

^^  The  tender  made  to  me,  on  the  part  of  the  direc- 
tors,  of  their  good  offices  ^  in  providing  a  convenient 
passage  for  me  to  Europe,  in  any  ship  I  may  wish  to 
go  by,'  I  esteem  as  a  substantial  proof  of  their  good 
wishes,  and  I  should,  if  at  liberty,  be  proud  to  accept 
this  kind  oifer. 
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'*  When,  on  the  foundation  of  thîs  institution^  you  con- 
ferred  on  me  the  honour  of  superintending  this  semi- 
nary^  I  entered  upon  the  charge  with  the  stipulation, 
which  you  then  granted  to  my  request^  of  decUning  the 
salary  you  had  proposed  to  annex  to  the  office  ;  and,  as 
I  hâve  never  changed  my  opinion  on  that  subject,  I 
hope  for  your  fîirther  indulgence  on  this  occasion^  when, 
with  the  deepest  sensé  of  the  deUcate  and  obliging 
manner  in  which  you  hâve  awarded  to  me  a  rémuné- 
ration under  another  shape,  I  continue  to  décline  the 
acoeptance^  from  this  charity,  of  whatever  I  could  con- 
strue  into  a  pecuniary  émolument.  The  state  of  the 
Bchooly  the  flourishing  condition  of  its  funds^  and  the 
sanction  of  your  approbation,  are  the  rewards  of  which 
alone  I  am  ambitions  to  boast. 

'^  May  Almighty  God  long  prosper  your  endeavours, 
and  render  this  seminary  a  public  blessing,  by  training 
up  the  rising  génération  to  integrity  and  industry, 
veracity  and  tempérance^  and  by  instiUing  into  the 
infant  mind  the  purest  principles  of  our  holy  reUgion, 
the  best  friend  of  our  happy  constitution,  and  of  the 
good  order,  the  peace,  and  the  welfare  of  society  !  I 
bave  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord  and  Gentlemen,  with 
the  greatest  respect  and  considération,  your  most  obe- 
dient  servant, 

(Signed)         "  A.  Bell. 

^  Egmore,  18th  January  1796.** 

The  foUowing  letter  firom  the  Masters  of  the  Asylum 
will  show  their  kind  feelings  towards  Dr  Bell,  and  the 
high  opinion  they  entertained  of  the  System  of  éduca- 
tion which  he  had  introduced  : — 
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To  the  Eev.  Dr  BéU. 

'^  Révérend  Sir, 

"  We,  the  Masters  of  the  Asylum,  who  hâve  had 
the  honour  of  bemg  under  jour  direction  during  the 
time  we  hâve  been  emplôyed  as  teachers,  being  apprised 
of  the  loss  we  must  shortly  sustain  by  your  dedining 
the  arduous  task  of  the  tuition  of  this  school^  which 
you  so  long  upheld  by  yonr  mdefatigable  attention^  in 
establishing  the  gentle  andpious  order  which  now  sub- 
sista throughout  the  whole  ;  we  therefore  most  humbly 
request,  Révérend  Sir,  you  will  bè  pleased  to  accept 
our  most  grateful  acknowledgments  for  your  unex- 
ampled  assiduity  in  promoting  our  welfare,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  whole  schooL 

"  Wé  hâve  the  honour  to  be.  Révérend  Sir,  your 
most  obedient,  humble  servants, 

(Signed)        *'  F.  Johnson,  J.  Mackat, 
R.  Taylob,  and  J.  Blood. 

'<  Maie  Asylum,  22d  Januaiy  1796." 

To  this  he  retumed  the  following  answer: — 

To  Mesirs  F.  Joknton^  J.  Machay^  B,  Taylor^  and  J.  Blood. 

"  This  free-will  oflfering  of  the  Masters  of  the  Maie 
Asylum  is  the  more  welcome  to  Dr  Bell,  as  it  affords 
him  a  proof  that  they  consider  their  interest  and  hap- 
pmess  intimately  blended  with  the  progress  of  the  school 
in  good  morals,  good  conduct,  and  right  éducation  ;  and 
they  may  be  assuréd  that  the  continuance  of  such  sen* 
timents,  and  acting  upon  them,  will,  with  the  blessing 
of  God,  which  they  will  never  cease  to  implore,  insure 
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the  happiest  conséquences  to  this  infant  establishment, 
and  recommend  themselves  to  the  directors  of  this 
institution,  and  the  future  superintendent,  better  than 
anj  words  he  may  be  able  to  employ. 

««  Egmore,  22d  Januarj  1796.** 

At  a  subséquent  meeting,  held  on  the  Ist  of  March, 
the  régulations  of  the  Asylum  were  read  over,  together 
with  some  amendments  suggested  by  Dr  Bell  ;  and  it 
was  then  agreed  that  they  should  be  circulated  for  the 
considération  of  the  président,  vice-présidents,  and  direc- 
tors of  the  Asylum,  which  was  accordingly  done  ;  the 
secretary  stating  in  the  letter  which  accompanied  them, 
that  Dr  Bell  had  suggested  ^^  that  a  révision  of  the 
ezisting  régulations  of  the  institution  was  highly  désir- 
able, and  much  required;"  and  at  a  meeting  held  on 
the  16th  of  April,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  ex- 
amine them,  consisting  of  Mr  Gockbom,  Lieutenant- 
Colonels  Sydenham  and  Close;  and  the  rules,  as  revised 
by  them,  were  read  at  the  gênerai  meeting  held  on  the 
16th  of  June,  when  it  was  resolved  '^  that  the  same  be 
approved,  recorded,  and  henceforth  considered  in  force," 
as  well  as  that  printed  copies  should  be  distributed  to 
those  immediately  concemed  with  the  management  of 
the  institution,  and  to  the  officers  in  command  of  the 
principal  army  stations. 

There  still  remained  an  object  to  be  accomplished 
préviens  to  Dr  Bell's  quitting  India,  which  he  had  much 
at  heart.  This  was  to  embody  the  resuit  of  his  labours 
and  experiments  in  a  final  and  authentic  account  of  his 
new  System  of  éducation,  preparatory  to  drawing  up 
which,  he  put  into  Lord  Hobart's  hands  some  '^  Extracts 
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from  the  reports  of  the  Maie  Asylum^"  accompanying 
them  wîth  the  following  note  : — 

••  Febmaiy  7,  1796. 
"  Dr  Bell  wishes  to  follow  up  thèse  reports  wîth 
some  account  of  a  System  altogether  new,  whieh  he 
hopes^  for  the  sake  of  this  charity^  to  see  perpetuated 
under  his  lordship's  sanction^  and  diffused  abroad  in 
the  world  under  his  lordship's  patronage^  for  the  benefit 
of  other  institutions  of  a  similar  kind/' 

To  this  Lord  Hobart  replied  : — 

^  Febmaiy  10, 1796. 

^'  Lord  Hobart  présents  his  compUments  to  Dr  Bell, 
and  bas  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  him  that  he  bas  read 
with  much  attention  the  Extracts  from  the  reports  of 
the  Maie  Asylum^  which  he  transmitted  to  him^  and  is 
of  opinion  that  the  System  is  so  good,  and  so  well  cal^ 
culated  to  promote  the  purposes  of  éducation  in  gênerai, 
but  more  particularly  in  establishments  similar  to  that 
which  bas  evidently  derived  such  important  advantages 
from  it,  that  he  considers  its  promulgation  to  the  public 
might  be  attended  with  the  most  bénéficiai  effects/' 

Some  time  after  this,  '^  in  compliance/'  as  he  states 
in  one  of  his  subséquent  pubUcations,  "  with  the  direc- 
tiond  of  the  committee  appointed  to  reconsider  the 
régulations  of  the  Asylum/'  he  drew  up  a  compendium 
of  the  annual  reports,  with  a  suinmary  of  his  new  mode 
of  instruction  and  discipline,  ^^  for  the  guidance  of  his 
colleagues,  and  also  for  a  model  for  his  successors  in  the 
superintendence  of  the  school,"  that  the  new  System 
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might  be  perpetuated  in  a  situation  where  it  had  been 
attended  with  such  signal  snccess. 

This  final  report  was  laid  before  a  gênerai  meeting 
of  the  président^  vice-présidents^  and  directors  of  the 
Asylum^  (June  28,  1796,)  at  wbich  Lord  Hobart  and 
Dr  Bell  were  présent,  when  it  was  resolved  '*  that  this 
report  become  a  record  of  the  institution." 

The  time  fixed  for  Dr  Bell's  departure  was  now  fast 
approaching;  and  at  a  meeting  of  the  président  and 
directors  of  the  sélect  committee,  (August  3,)  he  sîgni- 
fied  to  them  his  désire  to  deliver  over  to  Mr  Kerr  the 
charge  of  the  school  ;  and  a  résolution  was  passed  to  the 
effect,  that  that  gentleman  should  accordingly  enter  upon 
his  duties  whenever  it  might  suit  Dr  Bell's  convenience 
to  give  them  up  to  him.  At  this  meeting  they  also 
took  into  considération  a  former  resolution  of  the  13th 
of  January,  by  which  they  were  empowered  to  make 
arrangements  with  Dr  Bell  for  procuring  a  schoolmaster 
from  England  for  the  Asylum.  Thèse  minutes  ran 
thus: — 

*'  Being  fully  sensible  how  materîally  the  future 
wel£sure  of  the  school  of  the  institution  may  eventually 
prove  dépendent  on  a  fortunate  choice  in  the  présent 
instance  of  a  person  to  fill  that  station,  they  résolve, 
with  a  view  of  afiPbrding  sufficient  encouragement  to 
induce  a  person  of  unquestionable  character,  well  edu- 
cated,  and  possessing  talents  to  quaUfy  him  for  so 
responsible  a  situation,  to  embark  for  India,  and  remain 
in  it  for  five  years;  that  a  salary  of  £200  per  annum, 
or  41  pagodas  28  fanums  montljly,  to  commence  on  his 
arrivai,  together  with  a  sum  not  exceeding  £120  to 
equip  himself  for,  and  defray  the  expense  of,  a  voyage  to 
this  country,  shall  be  allowed  to  such  person  ;  and  that 
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the  Rev.  Dr  Bell  be  desîred^  as  soon  as  convenientafter 
his  retuni  to  Brîtain^  to  use  his  endeavours  to  procure 
a  person  of  that  description^  and  in  case  of  success  to 
make  known  the  circumstance  to  the  court  of  directors^ 
Mdth  a  request  from  the  committee  that  the  honourable 
court  may  be  pleased  to  order  such  person  a  passage  in 
one  of  the  company's  ships^  and  grant  him  permission  to 
remain  in  India  so  long  as  he  shall  continue  connected 
with  the  institution  of  the  Military  Maie  Orphan  Asylum/* 
And  it  was  also  determined  that  copies  of  thèse  résolu* 
tiens  should  be  sent  to  Dr  Bell,  to  the  government, 
and  to  the  honourable  court  of  directors.  * 

Shortly  after  this  meeting,  Dr  Bell  sent  in  the 
following  final  letter  of  résignation: — 

'*  Egmore,  5th  Aug.  1796. 

*^  My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 

^^  Having  permission  of  government  to  retum  to 
Europe  on  account  of  my  health,  and  being  about  tô 
go  on  board  one  of  the  ships  now  under  dispatch,  I  am 
under  the  painfiil  necessity  of  resigning  my  charge  as 
superintendent  of  the  Maie  Asylum. 

'^  To  leave  a  school  to  which  I  hâve  so  intimately 
attached  myself,  and  where  I  bohold  such  a  number  of 
regular,  orderly,  and  well-behaved  boys,  in  a  manner 
not  to  be  credited  before  the  event,  is  to  me  at  once 

*  On  the  Idth  of  August  Captain  Pierce  informed  Dr  Bell,  by  désire  of 
the  committee,  that  a  remittance  of  £220  was  made  from  the  (unds  of  the 
Asylum  by  the  ships  then  under  dispatch  for  England,  in  faveur  of  Mr 
David  Scott,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  costs  (computed  atnear  £100) 
of  an  order  for  stationary  and  books  about  to  be  transmitted  to  that  house, 
and  for  advancing,  at  Dr  BelYs  direction,  to  the  schoolmaster  to  be  pro- 
cured  from  Britain,  the  sum  of  £120  to  defiray  the  expense  of  the  voyage 
to  India. 
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a  cause  of  the  deepest  regret^  and  a  source  of  the  sin* 
cerest  consolation. 

'^  The  support  you  hâve  heen  pleased  to  gîve  to  the 
measures  I  hâve  taken  for  the  adyancement  of  this 
school^  and  the  honours  you  hâve  so  ofben  conferred 
on  my  endeavours^  require  my  repeated  acknowledg- 
ments,  and  will  command  my  perpétuai  rememhrance. 
— I  hâve  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 
with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  obedient  and  very 
hnmble  servant, 

''  A.  Bell/' 

On  the  same  day  that  this  letter  was  written,  Dr 
Bell,  in  obédience  to  the  orders  of  Lord  Hobart,  trans- 
mitted  to  his  lordship  copies  of  the  account  of  the  Maie 
Asylum,  to  be  forwarded  to  the  honourable  the  court 
of  directors,  the  suprême  government,  and  the  govern- 
ment  of  Bombay,  which  were  immediately  transmitted 
to  their  respective  destinations,  accompanied  by  the 
fôUowing  circular,  the  ténor  of  which  shows  the  high 
opinion  in  which  the  government  of  Madras  at  that 
time  held  the  new  System  of  tuition:— - 

To  the  H<m<mrahle  Sir  John  Shore,  Bart.,  Croeemor-Generàl  in 
Couneil  at  Fort-WiUiam. 

*"  Dated  6th  of  Augast  1796. 

*'  Honourable  Sir, 

^'  The  Military  Maie  Orphan  Asylum  at  Madras 
having  flourished  under  a  System  of  tuition  altogether 
new,  we  are  désirons  of  difiusing,  especially  in  India, 
the  report  of  its  progress  and  présent  state,  and  the 
mode  of  teaching  practised  hère,  with  a  view  to  extend 
any  benefits  which  may  ariso  firom  this  System  amongst 
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that  class  of  children  to  whom  it  seems  peculiarly 
adapted. 

^*  We  hâve,  therefore,  the  honour  of  transmitting  a 
copy  of  the  Rev.  Dr  Bell's  last  report  of  the  school, 
extracted  from  the  records  of  the  institution,  which 
we  recommend  n&  deserving  the  attention  of  those  who 
interest  themselves  in  the  éducation  and  welfere  of  the 
rising  génération. 

^'  We  hâve  the  honour  to  be,  with  respect,  honour- 
able  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servants. 
(Signed)       *'  Hobart,  Alured  Clarke, 

"  Edward  Saunders,  E.  W.  Fallofield." 

To  the  court  of  directors  they  wrote  as  foUows  in  a 
gênerai  letter: — 

"  1796,  Aug.  16,  Para  23. 

'^In  the  list  of  persons  permîtted  to  proceed  to 
Europe  on  furlough,  transmitted  with  our  last  address, 
the  name  of  the  Rev.  Dr  Bell  appears,  who  was  said 
to  hâve  received  an  advance  of  six  months'  chaplain's 
pay.  This  gentleman  not  being  prepared  to  leave 
India  at  that  time,  drew  nothing  in  advance,*  but  now 
avails  himself  of  the  permission  we  then  granted  under 
the  orders  of  the  suprême  government. 

^'  We  hâve  often  had  occasion  to  notice  the  merito- 
rious  conduct  of  Dr  Bell,  in  his  management  of  the 
school  for  maie  orphans,  (of  which  he  has  had  the 

*  The  foUowing  appears  among  Dr  BelFs  memoranda  on  this 
Bubject  : — 

*•  23d  of  Feb.  1793.— Left  with  Mr  Wright  (of  the  accountant's  office,) 
Benjamin  Roeback*s  certificate  of  my  having  received  in  India  no  pay  or 
allowance  as  chaplain,  subséquent  to  the  20th  of  Aiigust  1796,  and  g^ve 
him  my  pay^-bill  to  that  effect." 
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charge  from  its  first  institution  to  the  présent  time^} 
as  well  as  in  his  gênerai  character^  which  has  been  at 
ail  times  exemplarily  correct.  And  hère  we  must 
observe^  that  the  extraordinary  degree  of  success  which 
has  attended  the  mode  of  éducation  introducod  by  him, 
has  gone  beyond  ail  expectation^  and  does  him  the 
highest  crédit.  But  this  will  be  better  known  by  a 
référence  to  the  papers,  of  which  we  hâve  the  honour 
to  send  anumber  in  the  packet.  And  in  recommend- 
ing  them  to  your  considération^  and  the  author  to  your 
&your^  we  do  no  more  than  common  justice  exacts 
from  us,  and  what,  we  are  well  assnred,  both  will  be 
found  more  particularly  to  merit."* 

His  private  friends  were  also  equally  ready  to  bear 
testimony  to  the  success  of  his  labours  in  the  Asylum, 
and  to  the  powers  of  the  System  he  had  introduced 
there.  In  a  letter  to  Dr  BeU,  dated  January,  General 
Floyd  writes — "  I  greatly  admire  what  you  say  of  the 
children  being  taught  by  one  another.  On  this  occa-  • 
sion,  the  instructor  gains  no  less  than  the  instructed^ 
and  it  does  you  very  great  honour  to  hâve  accomplished 
it;  and  I  hope  it  will  not  escape  the  observation  of 
more  disceming  and  more  important  eyes  than  mine." 
And  again,  in  the  foUowing  March,  he  writes, — 
^'  I  hâve  been  exceedingly  gratified  and  instructed 
by  the  extracts  of  your  reports  to  the  président,  vice- 

*  On  the  subject  of  this  letter  the  g^Yernment  secretary,  Mr  W.  C. 
JackBOD,  remarked  as  foUows  in  a  note  to  Dr  Bell: — '*  My  dear  Doctor, 
see  what  I  haye  said  in  the  gênerai  letters.  It  will  be  a  pleaaure  to  me  if 
it  be  considered  by  you  as  '  multom  in  panro.*  The  tnith  is,  that  in  a 
letter  of  this  sort  we  must  be  brief  ;  had  it  been  otherwise,  I  think,  nay  I 
am  sure,  I  ooold  baye  written  volumes  in  commendation  of  a  man  whom 
I  80  highly  esteem,  and  who  is  se  highly  deserring  the  esteem  of  ail.** 
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présidents^  &c.^  of  the  Asylum^  and  your  letter  to 
them^  and  the  régulations— ail  of  which  do  you  the 
highest  honour^  and  place  you  very  high  among  the 
most  useful  members  of  society.  Your  happy  exertions 
for  that  establishment  must  afford  you  the  truest  of  ail 
satisfaction — the  consciousness  of  having  laboured^  and 
succeeded." 

Mr  Cockbum  also  writes  as  follows  : — "  Sure  you 
will,  my  good  friend^  ever  reflect  with  pleasure  on  that 
part  of  your  life  spent  amongst  us.  You  leave  a  monu- 
ment behind  you^  as  honourable  as  I  trust  it  irill  be 
lasting,  of  your  anxious  and  successful  zeal  in  promo- 
ting  the  good  and  happiness  of  mankind.  You  may  be 
assured  the  Maie  Asylimi  shaU,  as  far  as  in  my  power^ 
be  guarded  against  innovation."  Colonel  Hall  writes 
more  at  length  on  the  same  subject. 

''Fort  St  Geoi^  19th  Augost  1796. 

''  My  dear  Sir, 

^'I  hâve  been  favoured  with  your  very  obliging 
note  of  the  18th,  containing  acknowledgments,  in  the 
name  of  your  pupils,  for  my  attention  to  their  welfare 
at  the  Maie  Asylum. 

'*  In  reply,  I  must  confess  to  you,  my  dear  sir,  that 
I  never  visited  the  Asylum  without  experiencing  the 
most  Uvely  sensations,  to  see  such  a  number  of  youths 
snatched,  as  it  were,  from  perdition,  and  deriving  the 
greatest  satisfaction  in  observing  the  care  that  is  taken 
for  their  instruction,  to  form  their  morals,  and  préserve 
their  health  :  and  that  each  of  thèse  objects,  in  regard 
to  the  boys,  were  equally  the  object  of  your  attention. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  excellent  foundation  you  hâve 
laid  for  the  improvement  of  thèse  poor  orphans,  will 
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produce  the  advantages  they  so  eminendy  merit^  and 

ivliich  you  hâve  ever  been  so  studious  to  eflFect — ^that 

is^  to  make  your  pupils  good  scholars  and  honest  men  ; 

tbat  they  may  be  useful  to  Society^  and  a  crédit  to  the 

seminary  in  which  they  were   educated.      This   the 

govemors  and  directors  of  the  Maie  Asyluin  hâve  fully 

and  amply  been  convînced  of^  as  the  records  will  testify. 

^*  God  bless  you,  my  dear  sir  !     That  you  may  long 

enjoy  health^  and  every  good  this  world  can  afford,  is 

the  wish  of  your  sincerely  devoted  servant^ 

"  Geobge  Hall." 

Mr  Charnier,  another  friend  of  Dr  Bell's,  also  writes 
to  the  same  effect.  '^It  has  not  been  mylot  to  possess 
the  means  of  rendering  much  service  to  my  fellow- 
creatures;  but  you  hâve  reared  a  good  work  in  this 
settlement,  and  established  your  character  in  a  manner 
highly  honourable  to  yourself,  and  pleasing  to  the  nu- 
merous  cirde  of  your  friends. 

"  I  hope  Mr  Kerr  will  hâve  the  good  sensé  to  adhère, 
in  the  strictest  manner,  to  the  arrangements  which  you 
hâve  made  for  the  govemment  of  the  Maie  Asylum  : 
indeed,  it  would  be  an  act  of  great  folly  to  alter  a  plan 
which  has  been  crowned  with  success.    It  is  true,  as  the 

poet  says — *^  O  Imitatores "  ;  but  this  ought  not 

to  apply  to  such  an  establishment  as  you  hâve  formed. 
I  believe  no  one  hère  wishes  that  any  part  of  it  should 
be  disturbed*  I  sincerely  hope  that  your  expectations 
in  Europe  will  be  fiilly  gratified,  and  am,  with  much 
esteem — dear  sir,'your  very  devoted  servant." 

After  drawing  up  the  report,  Dr  Bell  appears  to 
hâve  been  anxious  to  reçoive  the  opinions  of  some  of 
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his  private  friends  as  to  its  merits  or  demerits.  Among 
others,  he  wrote  thus  to  Mrs  Floyd  at  Tritchinopoly, 
a  few  days  previous  to  his  departure  from  India^  on 
enclosing  a  copy  : — 

^^  I  am  afraid  I  hâve  been  constrained  to  betray  a 
vanîty,  which,  under  other  circumstances^  I  would  hâve 
concealed.  If  you  are  honest^  as  I  hâve  ever  believed 
you  to  be,  and  will  honestly  tell  me,  by  the  first  packet, 
what  your  opinion  is  of  my  narrative,  you  will  do  me 
an  essential  kindness.  I  should  be  also  glad  of  the 
Générales  opinion  ;  but  men  do  not  deal  with  you  so 
honestly  as  women  on  such  points." 

No  answers  to  thèse  letters  appear  to  hâve  been 
received,  nor  indeed  could  any  hâve  reached  Dr  Bell 
previous  to  his  quitting  Madras. 

In  transmitting  a  copy  to  another  lady,  Mrs  Roe- 
buck, he  says — "  Might  I  venture  to  request  the  faveur 
of  you,  if  at  leisure,  to  look  at  the  accompanyîng  paper, 
and  give  me  your  real  opinion  of  it.  On  such  occa- 
sions men  are  not  so  honest  as  women,  and  I  cannot 
trust  them  with  the  same  confidence  to  tell  me  their 
real  sentiments;  and  I  hâve  no  confidence  at  ail  in 
myself  on  a  subject  where  my  partiality  is  so  manifest. 
I  fear,  too,  that  I  am  betrayed  into  a  show  of  vanity, 
which,  under  other  circùmstances  than  those  under 
which  thèse  papers  were  written,  I  would  hâve  better 
concealed." 

To  this  he  received  the  foUowing  answer  : — "  I  re- 
tum  you,  with  many  thanks,  the  manuscript  you  did 
me  the  favoiu*  of  sending  me  yesterday,  which  I  hâve 
perused  with  much  pleasure  and  attention.  It  has 
raised,  if  that  was  possible,  my  admiration  of  your  zeal 
and  abilities  in  having  brought  this  charitable  and  use- 
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fui  iDfltiitution  to  such  a  height  of  perfection.  The  pub- 
lic Yoice  will  ever  honour  jon,  while  the  approbation 
of  your  own  heart  will  compensate  the  toil  of  so 
manj  years  bestowed  so  successfully  on  this  humane 
work," 

In  forwarding  a  copy  of  the  report  to  Sir  John 
Murray^  at  Calcutta^  previous  to  sending  one  to  the 
goyemment;  Dr  Bell  evidently  was  désirons  to  pro- 
cure^ if  possible^  the  introduction  of  his  new  System 
into  the  Orphan  House  there.  "  I  conceive/'  he  says, 
^^  I  cannot  put  thèse  papers  into  better  hands^  as  I 
know^  if  you  find  any  thing  in  them  worthy  of  use^  you 
will  be  at,  pains  to  put  them  into  such  a  train  that  the 
proper  use  may  be  made  of  them;"  and  he  goes  on  to 
say,  ^'  that  he  had  only  sketched  ont  the  outline  of  his 
System/'  and  expressed  his  readiness  to  affbrd  any  fur^ 
ther  information  that  might  be  désirable  respectmg  the 
détails  of  it. 

Dr  Bell;  it  appears^  had  formerly  been  elected  a 
member  of  the  Asiatic  Society  :  he  does  not^  however, 
flieem  to  hâve  taken  any  active  part  in  their  proceedings; 
and  to  this;  in  his  letter  to  Sir  John  Murray^  he  thus 
alludes  : — '*  However  unworthy  a  member  I  may  hâve 
been  of  your  society,  I  hâve  not  been  an  idle  one.  If 
you  think  this  Essay^  or  any  part  of  it^  worth  their 
attention^  you  hâve  my  leave  to  make  such  use  of  it 
as'  you  may  see  proper.  Lord  Hobart  has  ordered 
copies  of  it  to  be  prepared,  that  he  may  forward  them 
to  the  court  of  directors,  to  the  suprême  govemment^ 
and  to  Bombay.  Will  you  hâve  the  goodness  to 
mention  this  to  Sir  John  Shore^  and  to  présent  to  him 
my  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect  and  estimation  of 
his  character." 

TOL.  II.  B 
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To  this  letter  Dr  Bell  received  the  followihg 
answer  : — 

"  Calcutta,  3d  Sept  1796. 

''  Dear  Sir, 

"  Though  I  expect  to  foUow  you  soon  to  England^ 
I  think  ît  proper  to  thank  you  for  the  very  interesting 
communication  received  with  your  favour  of  the  28th 
of  July,  which  only  reached  me  three  days  ago.  The 
best  use  I  could  make  of  it  was  to  circulate  it  for  the 
notice  of  the  managers  of  the  Military  Orphan  Society 
hère,  which  I  hâve  donc  ;  and  I  doubt  not  that  it  will 
afford  them  satisfaction,  as  it  has  done  to  me.  I  hâve 
proposed  that  copies  be  prepared  for  each  of  the  schools, 
and  I  am  persuaded  that  much  good  will  resuit.  The 
crédit  that  you  hâve  derived  from  your  exertions  in 
that  charitable  and  useful  work,  will  be  a  great  source 
of  lasting  comfort  to  you/^ 

That  Dr  Bell  had  likewise  zealously  discharged 
his  ministerial  fonctions  while  he  was  so  laboriously 
employed  in  the  Asylum,  is  fdlly  manîfested  by  the 
testimony  of  the  ministers  and  churchwardens.  In 
answer  to  a  letter  from  Dr  Bell,  after  some  preliminary 
observations  and  expressions  of  regret  on  the  cause 
which  obliged  him  to  leave  India^  they  say,  "  We  beg 
leave  to  express  the  very  high  sensé  we  shall  ever 
retain  of  your  conduct  and  attention  during  the  perîod 
you  hâve  officiated  aô  one  of  the  ministers  of  this 
parish,  and  chaplain  of  Fort  St  George,  and  remain, 
with  the  highest  esteem.  Sir,  your  obedient  and  humble 
servants, 

^^  Richard  Lbslie,  Chaplain, 

"  W.  Abbot,  Senior  Churchwarden, 

^^  Chas.  Baker,  Junior  Churchwarden." 
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It  will  be  proper  to  conclude  the  detallfl  of  Dr  Bell's 
Indian  career  with  a  brief  account  of  the  Btate  of  his 
finances  at  this  time^  the  rapidîty  with  which  he  had 
accumulated  money  being  ahnost  unparalleled  under  his 
circumstances. 

It  is  not  easy  to  state  precisely  what  his  annual  in- 
oome  was;  some  approximation^  howeyer,  may  be  made 
to  it  by  the  foUowing  calculation  drawn  from  his  Indian 
account*books. 

The  chapkdnship  of  the  4th  régiment  of  European 
infantry  was  of  considérable  value.  The  first  year  it 
produced  about  1186  pags.^  the  second  1127.  The 
two  next  years  together  it  seems  only  to  hâve  reached  . 
to  1222  pags.  The  folio wing  two  years  and  two  months 
it  amounted  to  1304  pags.^  which^  ending  in  August 
1793^  was  the  period  when  some  altérations  in  the 
arrangements  took  place.  Taking  thèse  together, 
doring  thèse  six  years  and  two  months^  the  émoluments 
would  average  nearly  800  pags.  a-year. 

The  chapkdnship  of  the  army  was  much  more  lucra*- 
tive.  From  the  time  of  his  appointment  in  July  1789, 
till  August  1793^  the  émoluments,  induding  pay,  batta^ 
allowance,  subsistence,  and  house  rent,  amounted  to 
npwards  of  1800  pags.  a-year,  if  ail  the  items  hère 
ennmerated  belonged  to  that  office. 

From  this  period  (August  1793,  when  some  altéra- 
tions were  made)  the  substituted  salaries  appear  to 
hare  stood  thus  : — 150  pags.  a^month  as  junior  chap- 
lain,  25  pags.  a-month  for  the  superintendence  of  the 
undertaker's  office,  and  about  26  pags.  ar-month  for 
subsistence  and  house  rent,  making  about  201  pags, 
a-month,  being  2412  pags.  a-year.  His  émoluments 
reached  this  amount  during  the  remainder  of  1793  and 
1794  ;  but  as  the  charge  of  the  undertaker's  office  was 
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then  resigned^  this  income  waa  reduced  by  300  pags. 
ar-year.  Accordingly,  he  received  for  the  next  year 
2113  pags.^  and  from  Jânuary  to  August  1796^  1445 
piags.^  which  would  give  an  average  of  about  2200 
during  the  last  three  years. 

His  saiary  as  minister  of  St  Mary's^  from  bis 
appointment  in  1789  tîll  tbe  time  of  bis  leaving  India, 
was  500  pags.  a-year. 

Of  tbe  income  derived  from  liis  deputy-cbaplainsbips, 
tbat  attacbed  to  tbe  19tb  ligbt  dragoons  was  tbe  most 
luGratiye.  It  appears  to  bave  averaged  upwards  of 
600  pags.  a-year;  perbaps^  taking  one  year  witb  anotber, 
it  reacbed  550  pags. 

Tbe  income  from  tbe  otber  tbree  deputy-cbaplain- 
sbips  was  but  small  iu  comparison.  Tbey  averaged 
about  150  pags.  a-year  eacb,  or,  taken  togetber,  above 
450  pags.  Tbere  are  also  sums  âmounting  to  584 
pags.  mentioned  in  1794-5,  under  tbe  bead  of  "  depu- 
ty's  account,"  but  wbat  tbey  belong  to  is  not  known. 

Besides  tbese  sources  tbere  were  tbe  "  marriages, 
baptisms,  funerals,  and  monumental  fées/'  producing 
on  an  average  about  400  pags.  a-year. 

Upon  tbe  v^rbole,  bis  income  appears  to  liave  averaged, 
during  tbe  nine  years  he  resided  in  India^  nearly  4000 
pags.  a-year,  which  would  amount  to  £1600  annually. 

Tbere  are  also  set  down  in  bis  account-books  during 
the  years  1789,  1790,  1791,  and  1792,  sums  âmount- 
ing to  about  2878  pags.  as  received  from  SackviUe, 
&c.,  probably  connected  in  some  way  witb  the  undér- 
taker's  office,  but  this  cannot  be  ail  profit.  Nor  is  it 
known  wbat  tbese  sums  arise  from.  On  the  31st  of 
Dec.  1795,  when  he  supposed  tbat  he  was  about  to 
quit  India,  tbere  is  likewise  set  down  as  received  for 
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"  Stock,  box  of  fumîture,  outstanding  debts,  &c./'  the 
8iim  of  1895  pags. 

His  lectures  at  Madras  and  Calcutta  produced  hîm 
not  less  than  3329  pags.  The  interest  of  his  monej^ 
as  ît  was  laid  out  în  the  stocks,  was  the  chief  remain- 
îng  source  of  émolument,  which  was  considérable,  as 
the  interest  was  high. 

His  own  account  of  the  state  of  his  finances,  20th 

August  1796,  on  the  eve  of  his  departure  firom  India^ 

îs  as  follows: — 

Pagodas.        £.         8.      d. 
'*  Remitted  through  the  court 

of  directors  in  navy  bills,  or 

otherwise, 9676     0     0 

"  Nabob'snew  Consolidated  dobt, 

principal,  lôth  July  1796,  .  17,138 
"  Interesfc, 2,122 

"'  At  8s.  per  pagoda,      .     .     .  19,260  7,704     0     0 

«  Grand  total,20th  Aug.  1796,  17,379     0     0 

"  Deduct  Daly  and  Cockburn, 

about 863       341     0     0 


"  20th  Aug.  1796,  balance,     .  £17,038     0     0" 

The   Indian  remittances,   it   appears,  were  not  ail 

completed  until  about  1800,  in  which  year  he  thus 

sums  up  his  finances  : — 

"  Cons.  3  per  cents  £1,914  18  Ocost  £1,800     0     0 

"  £1,800  brought  fi-om  India, 

and  remittances,  ....  16,646  16     6 

18,446  16~6 
"  Beckshaw  remittances,  £6,890, 

£1,600, 7,490    fr    0 

£26,936  16    6" 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

Dr  Beirs  Jonmal  of  his  Voyage  home-^Arrival  in  Englancl. 

The  time  for  Dr  Bell's  departure  had  now  arrived,  and 
he  accordingly  went  on  board  the  Earl  Fitzwilliam^ 
(Gaptain  Tweedale,)  which  was  to  Bail  early  on  the 
next  mornîng.  Of  the  voyage  he  kept  a  short  journal^ 
from  which  the  following  are  extracts  : — 

^^  August  19.^— General  Clark  desires  me  to  waît  on 
the  Bislîop  of  London*  with  his  compliments  ;  and,  as 
he  interests  himself  somuch  in  the  instruction  ofchildren^ 
to  présent  him  with  my  account  of  the  System  of  the 
Maie  Asylum. 

'*  20th. — Sailed  early  in  the  moming. 

*'  21st. — The  Carysford  came  down  to  inform  us 
that  six  French  frîgates  were  off  Ceylon  ;  and  that  she 
had  taken  a  sloop  belonging  to  that  fleet^  and  sent  her 
into  Madras  roads.  We  returned  ;  but  by  ill  manage- 
ment in  not  bearing  up  at  first^  mîssed  the  roads^  and 
anchored  near  Policete,  too  near  the  shore. 

'*  22d. — Bore  up,  and  anchored  in  sight  of  the 
Madras  roads. 

"  23d. — At  one  in  the  morning  the  Carysford  sent 
her  boat  on  board  of  the  commodore,  the  Wycombe, 
Captain  Wood,  and  ordered  his  sailing,  which  he  did 
almost  easterly.     The  Henry  Dundas  was  the  other 

•  Porteus. 
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fihip  in  Company.  Gaptain  Gardener,  of  the  Heroine, 
was  to  hâve  been  our  convoy,  and  had  gone  to  Trin- 
comalee  with  troops^  where  we  were  to  hâve  found 
him. 

"  24th.— Sailing  easterly,  and  E.S.E.  Mr  Gar- 
dener and  Mr  Adderley  left  the  Dundas  in  the  accom- 
modation boat  on  the  22d,  at  night — 10  o'clock. 
Major  Mandeville  of  the  artiUery  also  retumed  to 
Madraâ^  on  our  going  up  to  Ceylon,  for  which  he  was 
bound.  Lieutenant  F.  Russell  had  no  opportunity  of 
retumingy  and  found  himself^  on  the  moming  of  the 
23d,  on  the  way  to  Europe  instead  of  Oeylon,  on  board 
our  ship. 

"  By  sailing  easterly  at  first,  with  a  view  to  escape 
theFrench  frigates^  of  which  accounts  had  just  reached 
Madras  the  night  of  our  reaching  the  roads^  we  had 
the  monson  (S.W.)  very  unfavourably,  and  a  great 
deal  of  squally^  rainy  weather^  far  more  boisterous  than 
we  expected^  and  once^  at  least^  a  calm,  till  we  reached 
within  three  degrees  of  the  Une  (as  we  call  it)  on  the 
4th  of  September. 

''  Sept.  15. — ^After  cahns  and  baffling  winds^  cross- 
ed  the  line.     Long.  94-44. 

"  18th. — Met  with  a  fine  strong  S.E.  trade^  and 
hâve  since  met  with  much  rain  and  bad  weather  for  the 
poor  sailors,  tîU  the  26th^  when  we  had  fine  settled  wea- 
ther, and  the  pleasantest  sailing  as  soon  as  the  sea  fell. 
The  thermometer  has  never  been  more  than  86**  or 
87%  in  conunon  about  81*  or  82'',  till  this  day,  when 
it  fell  to  36%  and  on  the  27th  was  at  TS""  and  74%  when 
it  was  very  cool  at  night  shut  up  close  in  cabin. 

"  28th. — Captain  Neilson  died  on  the y  having 

never  recovered  of  his  liver  complaint,  for  which  he 
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had  embarked  for  Europe^  fiill  of  the  honours  he  l^ùl 
acquired^  and  the  expectations  he  had  entertaiued  of 
the  reward  due  to  his  meritorious  services  in  bringing 
the  cochineal  from  Rio  de  Janeiro  to  Bengal  and 
Madras^  and  sending  it  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and 
St  Helena.     ••.«•• 

^'  At  five  this  evenîng  Mrs  Wynch,  sitting  at  her 
table  writing;  felt  an  agitation  of  the  ship  so  unusual, 
that  she  called  the  colonel^  who  was  asleep^  s^jing  that 
something  must  be  the  matter  with  the  ship.  At  this 
moment^  in  speaking  the  commodore^  the  ships  had 
approached  alongside^  and  the  driver  boom  of  the 
Wycombe  had  advanced  into  our  ship  a  good  way  by 
the  side  of  the  mainsail  before^  when  luckily  the  hehns 
took  eflfect,  and  the  two  ships  receded,  hke  two  mag- 
nets  swimming  in  quicksilver,  with  their  opposite  pôles 
approached*  Had  either  ship  sailed  faster  than  the 
other,  or  had  the  effect  of  the  helms  been  a  few  seconds 
later^  some  damage  must  hâve  happened,  The  sensa- 
tion which  Mrs  Wynch  felt,  must  hâve  been  owing  to 
the  boom  touching  one  of  the  ropes  of  our  ship,  or 
tnce  versa.  This  will  be  a  warning  to  the  captaîns  to 
listen  to  the  prudent  cautions  so  often  administered  to 
them  by  the  colonel,  to  beware  of  approaching  one 
another  so  often  ;  and  in  this  view  it  is  a  lucky  hit,  or 

rather  miss 

"  Nov.  4. — ^Landed  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope< 
''  3d. — Made  a  fruitless  attempt  to  get  on  the 
anchoring  ground  by  tacking,  and  then  put  up  a  fore*- 
sail  yard,  when  next  moming  we  made  a  good  berth. 
Gaptain  Grant  and  Mr  Gordon  came  on  board  at  two, 
and  infonned  me  of  Mrs  Cockburn's  being  at  the 
Cape,  and  desiring  that  I  should  be  at  the  same  lodg- 
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ings  with  her; — ^landed  in  the  aftemoon — found  the 
place  overstocked  with  strangers. 

"  5th. — Took  up  my  abode  at  Mr  Gee's^  where  was 
Mrs  Gockbum— encountered  manj  old  acquaintances. 

"  lOth. — ^Began  to  read  French  with  M.  St  Aigran, 
who  is  a  modeste  genteel^  and  agreeable  Frenchman^  and 
who  went  round  the  world  with  the  Expérience  and 
Research  in  quest  of  Monsieur  Piroult^  who  is  lost  :  and 
has  been  eighteen  months  hère  expecting  an  account  of 
bis  iiiends  in  France.  They  went  to  New  HoUand, 
thence  to  the  great  South  Sea  ;  and  having  visited  ail 
the  islands  in  vain^  returned  to  Batavia,  where  the 
vessels  were  left. 

"  11  th. — ^Very  remarkable  are  the  number  of  fine 
large  bullocks  in  a  waggon.  Sixteen  I  bave  seen  carry- 
ing  two  hogsheads  ;  we  see  fi-equently  twelve  in  hand 
and  the  driver  asleep;  aiso  eight  horses  in  hand  is 
usual.  It  is  wonderful  how  nicely  the  horses  are 
matched 

"  13th. — ^Dined  with  General  Craig,  commander-in- 
chief.  Commodore  Pringle  there.  Major  Parkhill,  &c, 
&c.  &c. 

"  14th. — ^Went  up  the  Table-land,  a  most  extraordi- 
nary  height  above  the  sea— 3460  feet,  measured  by  De 
la  CaQle,  Topping,  &c.  The  former  gives  1200  yards, 
the  latter  1240.  The  fissure,  the  springs,  the  drop- 
pings  firom  over  the  rocks  in  différent  places,  the  dif- 
férent flowers  in  the  way,  the  moss  over  the  table  soft 
and  moist  as  a  sponge,  owing  to  the  very  fréquent 
douds  which  cover  the  mountain  when  ail  is  clear 
around,  and  in  the  very  springs  of  thèse  mountains. 
The  Table-land,  the  Sugar-loaf,  the  Lion's  Rump,  the 
tops  of  thèse  are  enveloped  in  clouds,  which  they  seem 
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to  attract  from  eveiy  part  of  the  sky.  The  cavities  of 
tlie  rocks  on  the  tops  were  filled  with  waters.  Thèse 
mountains  serve  as  a  barometer,  and  the  smoke  on  the 
top  indicates  a  north-easter^  &c. 

''  16th. — Went  to  Oonstantia, 

'*  A  small  silyer  bucket  appended  by  two  springs  to 
the  mouth  of  a  tea-pot^  and  perforated  so  that  the  tea 
passes  through  the  apertures,  and  deposits  the  leaves  in 
the  bucket — ^a  good  contrivance. 

"This  is  a  beautiful  town — ail  the  houses  white- 
washed  on  the  outside — saîd  to  be  of  stone  below,  and 
for  a  few  feet,  and  above  of  brick.  The  Galvinistic 
church,  where  we  hâve  been,  handsome  and  décent — 
the  candlestick  and  the  sand-glass  Uke  a  Presbytenan 
church. 

'*  The  garden  houses  most  beautiful.  Went  to  a 
garden^  where  is  the  fountain,  cool^  clear^  and  pure  as 
crystal,  whence  the  water  is  conveyed.  in  pipes  to  the 
town  and  wharf,  and  to  a  pump  in  every  yard.     Mr 

F 's,  where  is  also  a  fountain  and  clear  water  spring 

— Mr  De  Witt's  garden,  most  beautiful,  and  élégant, 
and  artificial. — Mr  Brida's  large  garden,  which  supplies 
the  town  with  fruits  and  vegetables. — strawberries  most 
abundant — oranges  and  apricots  not  yet  ripe.     •     •     . 

"  20th. — ^Embarked  in  the  moming. 

''  22d.— Sailed  at  mid-day. 

"  23d. — Saw  Table-land  mountain  at  seventeen 
leagues  distance,  at  8  o'clock,  a.m. 

"  Dec.  2. — Passed  through  a  thick  surfece,  of  about 
a  mile  in  length  and  half  a  mile  in  breadth,  between 
5  and  6  a.m.  In  walking  the  decks,  the  buckets  were 
found  full  of  the  spawns  of  fish — a  transparent,  viscid, 
oblong  substance,  with  a  large  dark  speck  for  the  head. 
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Among  them  are  some  small  ones^  which^  in  motion, 
arç  as  light  as  tne  fire-fly.  The  animalcules  of  half  an 
inch  in  length^  and  of  the  same  circnmference^  seem  to 
move  at  différent  heights  in  the  water  ;  but,  when  left 
alone,  oonglomerate  at  the  bottom  of  the  bucket.  This 
seems  to  solve  the  phenomena  of  breakers,  seen  oftener 
tban  once  in  the  night  of  late,  which  can  be  nothing 
€^  but  thèse  spawns  giving  electrical  light  in  the  nights, 
which  produced  the  luminous  appearance.  Thèse 
spawns  or  fishes  dart  about  in  ail  directions.  The 
▼iscid  skin,  when  washed,  gives  out  a  moisture  like 
water,  and  leaves  only  a  thin  skin.  Some  of  the  largest 
hâve  proboscises.  I  put  several  of  them  in  a  tumbler 
of  sait  water,  but  they  ail  died  at  night 

"  Dec  6. — Saw  St  Helena  at  half-past  4  a.m.,  and 
lay  by  at  8,  when  the  commodore  sent  a  beat  on 
shore. 

"  6th. — ^Landed,  and  lodged  with  Miss  Grîffiths,  and 
boarded  with  Gaptain  Griefstnal,  with  Colonel  and 
Mrs  Wynch,  Mr  Brown,  chief  supercargo,  Gaptains 
Marjoribanks  and  Foy,  and  Gaptain  Parks,  our  fellow 
passenger. 

^'  7th. — ^Breakfasted  at  the  Rev,  Mr  Wilson's  coun- 
try  house.  Visited  the  govemor's  (Golonel  Brooks) 
garden,  &c.  &c.  ;  and  Sandy  Bay,  a  curions  and  novel 
scène — an  assemblage  of  hills,  dales,  valleys,  rocks,  and 
stones  ;  four  or  more  upright  stones  are  called  Lot,  his 
wife  and  Êunily.  The  country  houses  are  beautifuUy 
interspersed  on  the  sides  of  the  mountains.  Mr  Dove- 
ton's  are  remarkably  beautiful — ^Diana's  Peak,  whence 
we  beheld  Sandy  Bay,  the  highest  point  in  the  island — 
Ladder  Hill,  only  600  feet  high.  The  whole  island, 
consi^ting  of  fused  and  melted  stonc,  clearly  shows  an 
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éruption.  The  batteries  on  the  aides  of  the  rocks — 
the  Hill  fort^  (High  Knowl) — auseless  and  wild  schéma^ 
without  provisions,  water,  &c.  The  island  strong  by 
nature  .  .  .  . — The  surf  at  the  valley  troublesome  .... 

''  9th. — The  want  of  water  and  rain  is  a  sore  evil  in 
this  island.  Since  1790  there  has  been  a  great  failure 
in  the  springs,  and  there  was  a  severe  drought  for  two 
years.  Corn  has  grown  hère,  but  failed  in  the  end; 
also  caterpiUars,  worms,  insects,  field-rats,  and  mice  are 
fatal.  Trees  planted  again  and  again  from  seed  and 
suckers  fail.  The  crops  of  potatoes,  which  are.  most 
excellent,  would  be  thrice-a-year  with  plenty  of  water, 
but  one  or  more  often  fail.  Eat  conger  eels  at  the 
gOYemor's  garden — a  rîch  fish.  BuUocks  and  potatoes 
seem  the  principal  staple.  No  corn  whatever  raised 
on  the  island — Peaches  abundant  at  one  time;  but 
destroyed  by  caterpillars,  which,  as  well  as  the  droughts, 
prove  fatal  to  many  trees 

"  Embarked,  after  spending  four  days  on  shore  ;  two 
in  the  country  and  two  in  the  valley  ;  one  at  Mr  Wil- 
son's,  the  other  at  the  goyemor's  garden,  with  a  sélect 
party,  given  by  Mr  Brooks. 

'^  Sunday  the  11  th. — Weighed  in  the  morning,  and 
soon  found  that  the  China  fleet,  and  other  convoy, 
sailed  in  gênerai  much  worse  than  we  did — in  ail, 
nineteen  ships  in  the  fleet.  The  thermometer  at  St 
Helena  about  76%  and  yaried  little. 

"  18 th. — Passed  Ascension  Island  to  the  west,  and 
saw  many  sea-fowls  ;  probably  we  should  hâve  seen  the 
island,  if  it  had  been  daylight,  at  an  early  hour  in  the 
morning. 

"  19th — ^A  flying  fish  fell  on  deck. 

'^  20th. — ^Larger  fish  or  spawn  than  I  hâve  described 
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before,  of  a  cylindrical  form^  open  at  both  ends^  which^ 
as  they  swam  either  way^  had  the  appearancc  of  mouths 
— a  speck  at  one  end^  of  a  dark  hue  and  thick  consis- 
tençy.  The  thin  substance  of  the  cylinder  is  quite 
transparent  and  soft^  entirely  hollow  within.  When 
taken  out  of  the  water  the  hollow  ahnost  disappears^ 
and  the  animal  contracta  its  size^  and  returns  on  being 
put  into  the  water.  They  died  when  kept  half  a  day 
in  a  bottle^  as  the  former^  of  which  they  may  be  a  spe- 
cies,  or  the  same  in  a  more  advanced  state. 

'*  2l8t. — A  great  number  of  flying  fish  pursued  by 

dolphins The  weather  quite  temperate  ;  the 

thermometer  never  so  high  as  80**  from  St  Helcna, 
where  its  utmost  height  is  about  82''. 

"  23d. — Grossed  the  Une.  Thermometer  at  19% 
noon^  the  highest  it  bas  been  since  the  Oape.  Lat. 
16*  N.,  long.  2V  W.  Sailing  most  delightful  ail  the 
way  from  the  Cape. 

"  25th. — ^Christmas-day.  Prayers  and  sermon — 
*  Canst  thou  by  searching  find  out  God  ?  Canst  thou 
find  out  the  Ahnighty  unto  perfection  ?  ' — ^Job  xi.  7. 

"  27th. — The  weather  bas  been  botter,  and  the 
wind  less,  for  some  days  past.  Thermometer  at  83''  ; 
lat.  B""  14" 

^'  28th. — ^The  sea  luminous,  as  agitated  by  a  ship,  to 
a  very  high  degree  ail  night  long — ^Lightning  ail  night. 
Took  up  a  bucket  of  water,  and  found  it  highly  lumi- 
nous  when  agitated.  Saw  distinctly  the  fiery  particles, 
and  poured  them  on  the  deck,  where  they  shone  for 
some  time  as  well  as  in  your  hand — ^put  the  water  in 
a  tumbler  this  morning,  but  did  not  exactly  discem 
what  the  particles  were  which  gave  light. 

''  31  st. — The  sea  luminous  again  last  night — took  up 
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a  bucket  of  the  water,  and  again  spilt  the  water  on  deck^ 
and  saw  the  fiery  partides^  which,  on  taking  them  up 
in  your  hand  ont  of  the  water,  slipt  over  it  every  way. 
Poured  the  water  through  a  linen  handkerchief  into  a 
tumbler^  and  found  the  fiery  particles  did  not  go  through^ 
and  that  the  water  lost  its  luminosity — ^the  light  particles 
being  nôw  on  the  top  of  the  handkerchief.  The  sky 
one  while  cloudy^  thunder  and  Ughtning,  and  one  while 
clear^  and  no  appearance  of  Ughtning,  when  thèse  expé- 
rimenta were  made 

*'  1797,  Jan.  3d. — ^Flying  fish  to-^y  much  smaller 
than  before — the  water  as  luminous  as  eyer  last  night  ; 
but  when  examined,  shows  no  signs  of  spawn,  or  what- 
ever  is  the  cause  of  the  luminosity.  I  poured  it  through 
a  cloth,  and  examined  the  cloth  with  a  microscope  and 
telescopic  tube;  but  could  not  ascertain  what  it  was 
which  was  luminous  on  the  cloth  in  the  night^  and  did 
not  pass  through  it  with  the  water 

^'  llth. — Thèse  two  days  past  the  sea-weed,  called 
gulf-weed^  said  to  be  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  has 
been  seen  passing  the  ship.  To-day,  a  pièce  is  taken 
with  fine  ramifications  and  berries,  which  are  round, 
and  empty  in  the  middle.  This  weed  is  a  yellow  green 
colour. 

"  liûu — Calm  for  the  first  time  since  we  left  St 
Helena — ^the  gulf-weed  taken  up,  cov^ed  with  small 
crabs  and  little  fish,  which  examined  seem  shrimps. 
Some  of  the  weeds  hâve  an  incipient  petrifaction  like 
coral — the  crabs  on  the  weed  seemed  aUve  in  a  tumbler 
of  salt-water  more  than  two  days. 

"  17th. — ^Yesterday  Oaptain  Walker,  our  commo- 
dore,  spoke  an  American  ship,  and  sent  us  word  to-day 
that  there  was  a  Spanish  war  ! % 
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*'  30th. — ^Lost  two  days  ago,  in  a  gale  of  wind,  the 
Three  Sisters,  Ameliabourg,  Brunswick^  and  Harriot  ; 
and  this  morning,  after  a  moderate  night^  three  ships 
parted^  but  rejoined. 

^^  Feb.  Ist. — Got  soundings. 

^'  2d. — Landed  Purser-Major  Macdonald^  Mr  Wal- 
coty  Sic,  at  Dartmouth^  and  sent  a  letter  to  Jessy. 

''3d. — Landed  Colonel  and  Mrs  Wynch,  Captain 
Parks,  Mr  Stale^  and  Mr  Rowles  at  Portsmouth,  which 
opportunity  I  missed^  not  beîng  ready. 

'*  4th. — ^Calm  in  the  moming— contrary  -winds. 

**  6th. — Went  back  to  Portsmouth,  and  landed  there. 
Saw  the  dockyard^  fortifications^  &c.^  and  spent  next 
day;  and  on  the  7th  arrived  in  London.  Prince  of 
Wales'  Coffee-House^  Conduit  Street — ^having  set  out 
at  8  o'clock  in  the  moming  from  Portsmouth — 72  miles 
at  7  o'clock  in  the  erening-rPost  coach,  28s. 

"llth. — Dined  with  Lady  Dacre,  Mr,  Mrs,  and 
Miss  Pelham,  a  beautifiil  girl;  Mrs  Munster  Bos^ 
cawen,  &c." 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

Dr  Bell  in  London — ^TranBactions  with  the  East  India  Company — ^Publication 
of  the  Madras  Report — Revisits  Scotland — Sélection  of  a  Master  for  the 
liadras  Asjlnm. 

Mb  Dempster  had  first  heard  of  Dr  Bell's  arrivai  in 
England  by  the  public  papers,  which,  he  says,  in  writ- 
ing  to  eongratulate  him^  gave  him  great  pleasure  ;  and 
added — "  I  hope  you  will  soon  corne  to  Scotland,  where 
we  shall  expect  to  see  you  at  Skibo.  I  tbiok  you  will 
be  quite  in  love  with  this  place.  I  dare  say  you  will 
buy  land  with  your  money:  with  a  part  of  it  you 
cannot  do  better.  First,  when  you  buy  land,  more  than 
3^  per  cent,  cannot  be  expected;  but  in  a  very  few 
years  you  will  get  great  interest,  if  the  French  don't 
take  the  country  from  us.  The  next  best  security  is  to 
lend  your  money  on  land  in  Scotland.  However,  ail 
the  people  you  meet  with  in  London  wîll  advise  you  to 
try  the  stocks." 

Mr  Dempster  must,  however,  immediately  hâve  re- 
ceived  a  letter  from  Dr  Bell  himself  ;  for  on  the  follow- 
ing  day  he  writes  to  him,  thanking  hîm  for  announcing 
his  return,  and  adds — '^  Promise  to  consult  me  before 
you  buy  an  estate,  as  I  am  a  doctor  about  land.** 

Soon  after  his  arrivai  in  London,  he  took  up  his 
abode  at  Mr  MTaggart*s,  who  was  one  of  his  earliest 
friends,  and  had  accompanied  him  to  America.     He 
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found  him  married  to  an  Ehglish  lady^  possessing  a 
handsome  fortune.  ^'  From  his  family,"  he  says^'  in 
writing  to  General  Floyd,  "and  the  familles  of  hîs 
wife's  sisterS;  I  enjoyed^  during  my  stay  in  England^ 
the  happiest  society  at  their  town  and  country  houses^ 
and  in  some  meàsure  I  had  the  command  of  their  car- 
riageSy  horses,  &c.  Never  was  I  so  charmed  with  an 
English  spring.  Scotland  has  no  spring  :  and  the  daugh-^ 
ters  of  the  spring  were  so  enchanting.  But  I  begin  to 
fear  my  susceptibilîty  of  beauty  is  not  so  quick  as  it  has 
been.  Many  of  my  old  friends/*  he  adds,  "  I  niet  in 
London  ;  several  of  them  I  was  much  wlth^  and  many 
more  I  did  not  and  could  not  visit.  Your  introduction 
to  Mr  Johnson  was  a  lucky  hit  for  me^  as  it  gave  me 
the  means  of  communication  with  the  India  Housé^ 
and  I  hâve  this  faveur^  among  the  many  more  impor- 
tant obligations  I  owe  to  you,  to  acknowledge/* 

Dr  Bell  had  lost  no  time  in  conuuunicating  with  the 
India  House,  having  on  the  day  after  his  arrivai  written 
to  Mr  Ramsay^  the  secretary^  requesting  him  to  ac- 
quaint  the  directors  that  he  had  retumed  to  Ehgland 
for  the  recovery  of  his  health^  and  that^  as  soon  as  this 
was  re-established;  he  should  request  permission  to 
retum  to  his  duties^  without  préjudice  to  his  rank  and 
station  in  the  service. 

It  seems,  however,  that,  on  further  considération,  he 
abandoned  aU  idea  of  retuming  to  India,  fearing  again 
to  encounter  a  climate  which,  he  says,  "had  proved 
altogether  uncongenial  to  his  constitution  ;  **  and  having 
come  to  this  détermination,  he  began  at  once  to  take 
measures  for  securing  a  retiring  aUowance  from  the 
East  India  Company,  making  application  at  the  same 
time  for  permission  from  the  directors  to  publish  the 

VOL.  II.  c 
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"  Report  of  the  Asylum,"  which  he  was  most  anxîous 
to  bring  before  tlie  notice  of  the  English  public.  He 
appears  first  of  ail  to  bave  consulted  Mr  David  Scott^ 
the  chairman^  and  to  bave  written  to  Mr  Dempster  to 
request  bis  interest  witb  bim,  from  wbom^  bowever^  be 
received  but  little  encouragement.  ^'  I  bave  as  little 
interest/'  be  says  in  reply  to  tbis  application^  ^'  as  you 
witb  Mr  Scott.  Tbe  very  little  I  bave,  I  would  raàier 
reserve  to  belp  tbe  belpless,  tban  in  adding  more  rupees 
to  tbe  enormous  beap  you  bave  brougbt  borne  with 
you.''  Notbing  daunted  by  tbis,  be  proceeded  to  dravr 
up  a  mémorial  addressed  to  tbe  court  of  directors, 
wbicb  be  enclosed  to  Mr  Scott  for  bis  approval,  telling 
bim  at  tbe  same  time,  tbat  be  bad  received  permission 
from  Mr  Inglis  (one  of  tbe  directors)  to  print  copies 
of  tbe  report. 

Tbis  mémorial,  wbicb  waa  drawn  up  at  great  lengtb, 
set  fortb  in  strong  colours  tbe  extraordinary  success 
wbicb  bad  attended  bis  labours  in  tbe  Asylum,  and 
stated  tbat  tbis  success  was,  '^  by  tbe  govemment  of 
Madras  and  tbe  directors  of  tbe  Asylum,"  entirely 
ascribed  to  tbe  new  System  of  éducation  be  bad  intro- 
duced  tbere,  and  to  tbe  disinterested  conduct  be  bad 
sbown  in  refusing,  wbile  so  employed,  to  accept  any 
salary  or  rémunération  ;  and  also  in  baving  dedined  ail 
private  tuition,  wbicb  bad  been  mucb  pressed  on  bim 
by  bis  friends.  He  stated  also,  tbat  wben  Mr  Kerr 
succeeded  to  tbe  charge  of  tbe  Asylum,  a  salary  of  140 
pagodas  a  montb  was  assigned  bim,*  and  '^that  tbe 
amount  of  tbis  salary,  together  witb  tbe  interest  on  tbe 

*  At  this  rate,  the  sacrifice  which  Dr  Bell  had  made  wotdd  amount  to 
upwards  of  16,900  pagodaa,  or  about  £6700. 
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parts  of  ît  as  they  fell  due^  was  the  sum  which  the  Asylum 
had  benefited  bj  what  he  had  given  up."  He  further^ 
gaye  as  his  reason  for  now  coming  forward  to  request 
what  he  had  for  so  many  years  declined^  that  he  con- 
sidered,  while  actually  in  charge  of  the  Asylum^  that  his 
influence  would  he  increased,  and  his  endeavours  to 
introduce  a  new  mode  of  éducation  assisted^  hy  his 
gratuitously  performing  the  duties  of  his  office  ;  and 
that  another  considération  which  at  that  time  operated 
powerfiilly  on  his  mind  was^  that  his  salary  must  hare 
been  deducted  from  fîuids  applied  to  the  use  of  orphans 
and  other  destitute  persons,  whereas  now  no  additîonal 
expense  would  be  incurred^  since  the  number  of  the 
chaplains  at  Fort  St  George  was  reduced  to  two^  and 
there  was^  consequently^  a  retrenchment  of  the  salary 
of  one  chaplain. 

After  presenting  the  mémorial,  Dr  Bell  proceeded 
without  loss  of  time  with  the  printing  of  the  report, 
that  ît  might  be  ready  for  private  distribution  or  publi-* 
cation,  as  might  be  afterwards  determined  upon  ;  and 
from  an  esxtry  in  his  account-book,  it  seems  that  1000 
copies  were  ready  before  the  22d  of  Apnl.  This 
pamphlet  contained  merely  the  report,  with  an  appen-* 
dix  containing  the  resolutions  and  correspondence  which 
took  place  after  his  résignation.  In  the  foUowing  month 
it  was  thus  nodced  in  a  publication,  entided  *^  Plans  for 
the  defence  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  by  Lieutenant- 
Général  Dirom  :  " — '^  The  Maie  Asylum  was,  from  the 
time  of  its  institution  till  last  year,  under  the  charge  of 
the  Rev^  Dr  Bell,  who  declined  receiving  either  salary 
or  émolument  for  his  trouble.  It  bas  succeeded  beyond 
his  most  sanguine  expectations,  and  bas  affbrded  an 
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oppôrtunity  for  a  leamed  and  ingenîous  man  to  intro-' 
duce  a  new  mode  of  teaching  and  régulation^  which  lie 
bas  latelj  communicated  to  the  public^  and  wbicb  will 
probably  be  found  to  suggest  some  great  improvement 
in  the  discipline  of  schools." 

In  the  following  July  be  received  an  answer  to  the 
mémorial  be  bad  sent  to  the  court  of  directors^  stating 
that,  "  having  referred  to  the  repeated  testimonies  of 
the  Madras  govémment  in  approbation  of  bis  conduct 
during  the  period  of  bis  superintendence  of  the  Maie 
Asylum  at  Madras/'  tbey  bad  resolved  to  allow  bim  a 
pension  of  £200  per  annum  ;  but  that^  if  bis  bealtli 
should  permit  of  bis  retuming  to  bis  duties  as  chaplain 
at  Fort  St  George^  and  be  should  obtain  leave  to  fetum^ 
this  pension  should  cease« 

To  this  letter  be  retumed  bis  acknowledgments^  but 
without  expressing  any  intention  of  retuming  to  India  ; 
in  fact^  as  bas  been  ssdd^  be  bad  entirely  changed  bis  miiid 
on  the  subject^  fearing  the  effect  of  a  retum  to  a  climate 
which  bad  latterly  seriously  affected  bis  bealth.  Shortly 
afber  this  be  quitted  London  for  Scotland^  on  a  visit  to 
Colonel  Dirom  at  Mount  Annan,  where  be  arrived 
on  the  18tb,  Bnà  left  it  on  the  following  day  for  £din- 
burgh.  About  that  time  be  visited  the  Lanark  Mills,* 
with  which  be  was  much  pleased,  ând  shortly  aJter 
wrote  as  foUows  to  Mr  Dale  the  proprletor,  enclosing 
a  copy  of  the  Madras  report  ;  evidently  with  the  bope 
of  bis  new  System  of  éducation  being  introduced  into 
that  establishment. 

*  Sinee  tbe  property  of  the  notorious  secialist,  Mr  Owen. 
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'*  18,  Great  George  Street,  Edinburgfa, 
August  10,  1797. 
"  Sir, 

^^  About  a  fortnight  ago  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  your  works  at  the  Lanark  Mills,  and  was  gra* 
tified  by  the  sight  beyond  description.  Thîs  is  real 
science.  Hère  is  practical  philosophy  diffiising  its  im- 
mense blessings  far  and  vide.  Yours  are  Christian 
works,  and  cannot  fail  to  attach  the  mind  of  every  good 
man,  and  deeply  touch  every  gênerons  heart.  In  the 
midst  of  the  happy  scène,  I  felt  no  regret  but  that  I 
missed  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  there  the  person  to 
whose  head  and  heart  the  cotintry  round  are  so  deeply 
indebted.  But  I  hope  for  some  future  occasion  of  pay^ 
ing  my  personal  respects  to  such  a  character  as  that  of 
David  Dale.  Meanwhile  I  beg  leave  to  présent  to  you 
a  small  essay,  which  I  request  you  will  do  me  the  hon« 
our  of  looking  into,  when  at  leisure  from  your  impor- 
tant avocations.  If  it  contain  any  hint  which  you  shall 
consider  useful  in  the  management  of  such  a  family  of 
children  as  yours — an  object  to  which,  you  will  notice, 
I  hâve  given  up  much  of  my  mind  and  time — ^it  will 
add  to  the  satis&ction  I  feel  in  having  spent  so  many 
years  in  this  occupation.  I  am,  sir,  with  much  esteem, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

'*A.  Bell.'* 

Although  so  many  copies  of  his  pamphlet  had  been 
printed,  Dr  Bell  had  hitherto  been  undecîded  as  to  its 
publication.  He  had  written  to  Principal  M^Cormick 
of  St  Andrews  on  this  subject,  from  whom  he  received 
the  folio wing  gratifying  answer  : — 
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"  St  Andrews,  Auguat  29,  1797. 

'^  Dear  Sir, 

^'  I  hâve  to  retum  you  my  own  warmest  thanks^ 
and  those  of  my  nephews,  for  your  flattering  remem- 
brance  of  U8^  afïer  bo  long  an  absence  from  your  natale 
solium.  What  you  call  your  ABC  spécimens  of  your 
industry  in  India,  does  you  great  crédit,  and  reflects 
honour  on  your  Aima  Mater.  You  bave  hit  upon  the 
best  method  of  instructing  young  persons  of  the  de- 
scription of  your  pupils  in  the  first  principles  of  science  ; 
and  I  am  convinced  it  would  answer  equaUy  weU  upon 
a  larger  scale. 

^^  I  bave  no  great  hopes  of  the  success  of  certain 
plans  for  the  conversion  of  Gentoos  ;  but  if  even  the 
well-meaning  but  ill-judging  patrons  of  such  plans 
bring  them  to  bear,  it  must  be  by  adopting  your  System 
of  A  B  0  éducation.  To  attempt  to  teach  Chris- 
tianity  to  the  natives  of  Bengal  by  preaching  its  doc- 
trines slajhdash,  without  any  previous  knowledge  of  our 
language,  manners,  and  customs,  is  driving  the  plough 
before  the  oxen. 

*'  I  shall  long  to  see  your  intended  publication,  which 
I  doubt  not  will  produce  both  honour  and  profit,  and 
(what  you  esteem  far  préférable  to  both)  wiU  contribute 
to  dififtise  the  blessings  of  knowledge,  virtue,  and  reli- 
gion amongst  the  inhabitants  of  that  distant  région. 

"  Meanwhile,  I  hope  you  will  not  suffer  your  appli- 
cation to  this  or  any  other  pursuit  to  make  you  neglect 
your  old  friends.  You  certainly  mean  to  visit  this  part 
of  the  world  soon  ;  and  if  you  can  dispense  with  the 
luxuries  of  Asia^  and  put  up  with  Fifo  kail  and  Scotch 
hotch-potch,  you  will  find  a  hearty  welcome,  which  is 
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better  than  good  cheer,  under  the  roof  of  your  old 
friend.'* 

In  replying  to  this  letter^  Dr  Bell  expressed  hîs 
agreement  with  the  opinions  contained  therein^  on  the 
difficulty  of  întroducing  Christianity  among  the  Hin- 
doos — a  task  which  he  appears  to  hâve  considered  more 
hopeless  than  subséquent  expérience  has  proved  it  to 
be.  ''  No  apostles/'  he  says,  *^  who  do  not  carry  wîth 
them  the  giflbs  of  their  original  predecessors^  especially 
the  power  of  working  miracles^  can  ever  throw  down 
the  barriers  which  enclose  their  sacred  shrines^  or  gain 
any  converts  whom  a  rational  divine  or  pious  Chris- 
tian^ who  sets  any  value  on  a  good  life^  would  not  blush 
to  own,  My  pupils^  (for  every  man  reserves  a  loop- 
hole  for  himself,)"  he  adds^  "  are  not  of  this  descrip- 
tion. The  sons  of  European  fathers^  whether  them- 
selves  bom  in  Europe^  America;^  Africa^  or  Asia^  re- 
garded  by  the  native  Indians  as  the  outcasts  of  society^ 
as^  by  birth,  incapable  of  any  reUgious  sentiment  or 
impression^  and  prohibited  from  approaching  the  altars 
of  their  gods^  which  their  présence  or  touch  would 
dasecrate  and  pollute^  they  must  be  assigned  over  to 
ignorance  and  vice^  misery  and  slavery,  but  for  our 
timely  interférence  and  provision." 

Dr  Bell  had  now  finally  determined  on  publishing 
the  report,  which  he  entitled  "  An  Experiment  in 
Education^  made  at  the  Maie  Asylum  at  Madras^  sug- 
gesting  a  System  by  which  a  School  or  Family  may 
teach  itself  under  the  Superintendence  of  the  Master 
or  Parent/'  and  had  made  considérable  additions  to  it^ 
containing  the  correspondence  and  resolutions  which 
had  been  passed  in  India  conceming  the  Asylum.    He 
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diso  determined  on  dedicating  it  to  thè  East  India 
Company,  to  the  président  of  Fort  St  George,  and  to 
the  directors  of  the  Madras  Asylum.  In  his  préface^ 
he  says,  ^^  The  e:q)eriment  thus  made  at  Madras  bas 
appeared  to  those  who  hâve  witnessed  the  resuit,  con- 
yincing  and  décisive  in  regard  to  charitable  establislv* 
ments  ;  and  the  plan  of  éducation  there  adopted  has^ 
after  the  expérience  of  several  years,  been,  by  those 
whose  opinions  are  likely  to  hâve  the  greatest  weight^ 
recommended  to  similar  establishments.  How  far  such 
a  System  will  apply  to  éducation  in  gênerai,  may  be 
inferred  from  the  ténor  of  the  following  report.  That 
further  and  similar  trials  may  be  made,  and  the  suc- 
cess  in  every  instance  ascertainod  by  expérience,  is  the 
aim  of  this  publication.'^ 

Anxious  as  Dr  Bell  had  now  become  for  the  publica- 
tion of  this  report,  he  did  not  anticipate  its  obtaining 
a  rapid  sale,  or  attracting  at  first  gênerai  attention. 
"  Thèse  830  copies,"  he  says  in  his  letter  of  instructions 
to  Mr  Bénsley  the  printer,  "will,  I  apprehend,  be  a  great 
dcal  more  than  sufficicnt  for  an  édition  ;  for  I  imagine 
that  such  an  humble  publication  will  produce  little 
attention,  less  crédit,  and  far  less  profit.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  should  this  by  any  chance  attract  notice 
aud  sell,  I  shall  publish  another  édition  in  such  a  form 
as  shall  be  most  eligible  ;  "  and  he  adds  in  another  letter 
— •*  I  désire  that  so  humble  an  essay  may  not  bo  adver- 
tised  in  the  London  newspapers  oftener  that  thrice  in 
ail,  viz. — once  in  the  Times,  23d  Octobcr  ;  once  in  the 
Suriy  SOth  October;  once  in  the  Star,  6th  Novem- 
ber."  Mr  Bcnsley,  as  appears  from  one  of  his  letters, 
had  becn  struck  witli  the  novclty  and  utility  of  the  Sys- 
tem of  éducation  devclopcd  in  the  report*     "  I  cannot 
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help.  saying,**  lie  writès,  "  that  after  perusing  your  new 
method  of  instruction^  I  secretly  wished  you  had  been 
indined  to  institute  a  seminary  upon  a  similar  plan 
near  the  metropolis^  that  my  little  boy  might  hâve  had 
the  advantage  of  such  a  plan^  far  préférable  in  my 
opinion  to  the  old  one/' 

Professer  Hill  also  wrote  to  him  in  commendation  of 
the  additions  he  had  made.  ^'I  am  much  pleased^" 
says  he,  ^'with  the  prelirainary  part  of  what  you  mo- 
dosdy  call  your  alphabet.  An  introduction  of  some 
kind,  as  you  observe,  was  absolutely  necessary;  and 
nothing  could  serve  that  purpose  better  than  the  strong 
attestation  of  the  merit  and  success  of  your  plan, 
which  hâve  been  given  by  gentlemen  every  way  quali- 
fied  to  judge  of  the  praises  which  your  exertions 
deserve/* 

It  is  not  to  be  inferred  from  Dr  Bell's  previously  hesi- 
iating  to  publish  this  report,  that  he  was  not  at  that  time 
aware  of  the  inhérent  powers  of  the  System  he  had  dis- 
«overed,  or  the  important  objeots  to  which  it  was  ca- 
pable of  being  directed.  It  bas,  indeed,  been  asserted, 
that  until  Mr  Lancaster  took  up  the  subject,  and 
brought  it  into  général  notice,  Dr  Bell  had  given  up 
the  cause  as  hopcless.  This,  however,  was  far  from 
being  the  case.  No  man  was  ever  more  sensible  of 
the  value  of  his  own  discovery  than  he  was  ;  and  bis 
hésitation  seems  to  havo  arisen  chiefly  from  his  doubt*- 
ing  whether  the  period  had  arrived  when  it  would  meet 
with  due  attention.  Its  ultimate  success  he  never  doubt- 
ed.  "  I  bave  printed  my  essay,*'  he  says,  in  a  letter 
to  General  Floyd,  "on  the  mode  of  teacliing  at  the 
Maie  Asylum,  and  havo  now  a  design  of  publishing 
it.     By  the  end  of  next  century  I  hope  it  wiU  be  genc- 
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rally  practised  in  Europe  ;  but  ît  is  probable  that  others 
will  fall  upon  the  same  scheme  before  this  be  much 
attended  to/'  And  in  one  of  bis  letters  to  tbe  printer^ 
he  says — '^  Y  ou  will  mark  me  for  an  enthusiast  ;  but 
if  you  and  I  live  a  thousand  years,  we  shall  see  this  Sys- 
tem of  éducation  spread  over  tbe  world.  ^'Whathe 
meant  by  tbe  System/*  says  the  author  of  The  Origin, 
Nature,  and  Object  of  the  New  System  of  Education^* 
'^is  apparent  both  from  the  title  and  the  whole  ténor  of 
the  pamphlet — ^not  writing  in  sand,  not  syllabic  reading, 
nor  any  of  the  improvements  in  détail,  but  the  main  prîn» 
ciple  and  main  spring  of  the  whole — ^the  new  mode  of 
conducting  a  sdiool  by  the  médium  of  the  scholars 
themselves.  Had  Dr  Bell  done  no  more  than  conceiye 
the  idea  of  this  System,  and  publish  it  to  the  world^ 
he  would  bave  done  enough.** 

Previous  to  bis  quitting  India,  he  used  to  say  that 
the  yisitors  of  the  Maie  Asylum,  when  they  had  them- 
selves examined  the  scholars,  and  ascertained  the  regis- 
ter  of  their  âge  and  admission,  would  often  exdaim — 
^*  Tell  it  not  in  England  ;  nobody  will  believe  you  îf 
you  do  ;  "  and  he  was  reminded  of  the  ridicule  cast  on 
those  who  had  first  carried  to  England  the  aocounts  of 
the  common  juggling  feats  of  India. 

<^  I  must  bave  been  composed  of  extraordinary 
materials,''  he  remarks,  in  one  of  bis  later  publications, 
^'if  such  prohibitions  had  not  created  the  resolution, 
supposing  it  had  not  been  entertained  before>  of  telling 
it  to  England  and  the  world.  Thèse  précautions, 
however,  were  not  entirely  wîthout  effect.  They  served 
to  correct  and  re^train  the  natural  ardour  and  impetu- 
osity  of  a  man   inexperîenced  in  the   world,  when 

*  A  small  Tolume  thos  entîtled,  which  my  father  publiflhed  in  1812. 
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describing  an  engîne  which  hé  had  hit  upon,  of  simple 
and  easy  construction^  fitted  for  common  and  popuïar 
nse^  ând  giving  that  fadlity^  expédition^  and  economy^ 
to  the  éducation  of  youth,  which  physical  machinery 
had  given  to  the  arts  and  manufactures.  If  they  did 
not  lead  me  to  expect  the  incredulity  of  the  présent 
age^  they  at  least  tended  to  strengthen  and  confirm  my 
resolution  to  take  away  aU  scruple  from  the  incredulity 
of  future  âges  ;  not  to  hazard  in  my  first  report  those 
spéculations  which  occupied  my  thoughts^  and  which 
might  give  room  to  a  contrariety  of  opinions  ;  but  to 
confine  my  narrative  to  &cts  of  public  notoriety,  wit- 
nessed  and  attested  by  men  first  in  character^  in  sta- 
tion^ and  in  respectability.  I  did  not^  therefore,  expa* 
tiate  upon  any  theory^  in  which  a  System  of  tuition 
altogether  new  may  be  supposed  to  hâve  originated  ; 
nor  did  I  enter  upon  any  prématuré  discussions  as  to 
the  extent  to  which  it  might  be  carried^  or  produce  any 
preconceiyed  schemes  respecting  the  ends  to  which  it 
might  be  applied/'  And  in  the  conclusion  of  the 
report,  he  says,  "  my  object  is  only  to  detaU,  conform- 
ably  to  the  instructions  of  the  committee,  what  has 
passed  hère,  with  a  view  to  perpetuate  this  System  at 
a  school  where  it  has  proved  so  bénéficiai,  and  to  give 
it  a  chance  of  that  difiusion  which  may  produce  a  fair 
trial  in  other  situations  ;  so  that  its  comparative  value 
may  be  ascertained  by  experiments  fairly  made,  the 
only  just  criterion  of  every  theory  of  science,  or  politics, 
or  éducation." 

Unless  Dr  Bell  had  abandoned  ail  clérical  duties  and 
made  éducation  his  profession,  he  could  not  hâve  pro- 
moted  the  extension  of  his  discovery  more  than  he  did. 
He  had  spared  no  pains  in  rendering  the  report  perfect 
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in  ail  its  parts  ;  and  having  thus  laid  before  the  public 
a  clear  description  of  the  System,  together  with  most 
abundant  testîmony  to  its  success  in  the  only  establish- 
ment where  it  had  been  tried,  he  had  done  his  part,  and 
it  remained  for  the  nation,  and  ospecially  for  those 
engaged  in  éducation,  to  discharge  theirs. 

He  also  sent  copies  of  the  report  to  most  of  the 
influential  persons  in  the  kingdom — ^to  the  Dukes  of 
York,  Portland,  and  Montrose,  to  the  Archbishops  of 
Canterbury  and  York,  the  Bishops  of  London,  Durham, 
and  LlandafF,  the  Earls  of  Momington  and  Bathurst, 
Viscount  Belgrave,  Lords  GrenviUe,  Hawkesbury,  and 
Loughborough,  the  Marquis  Cornwallis,  Right  Hons. 
H.  W.  Wyndham,  Pitt,  and  Douglas;  the  leading 
members  of  the  societies  for  promoting  Ghristianity, 
&c.  &c. 

Meanwhile  he  had  not  been  unmindfdl  of  the  com- 
mission given  him  to  procure  a  schoolmaster  for  the 
Asylum,  though  he  had  been  hitherto  unsuccessful.  "  I 
hâve  encountered  no  one  as  yet,"  he  writes  to  Mr 
Kerr,  "  whom  I  would  willingly  recommend  ;  but  I 
hâve  been  long,  and  am  now,  in  daily  expectatiou  of 
being  able  to  leave  London  and  go  to  Edinburgh,  where 
I  hâve  great  reason  to  expect  I  shall  meet  with  a  per- 
son  properly  qualified  and  suited  to  the  office."  This 
expectation  was  shortly  after  realized.  Colonel  Dirom 
having  recommended  to  him  a  young  man  of  the  name 
of  James  Cordiner.  He  was  the  son  of  the  Rev.  James 
Cordiner,  minister  of  the  Episcopal  chapel,  Banff,  and 
having  taken  the  degree  of  M.A,  at  the  university  of 
Aberdeen,  was  then  a  candidate  for  orders  in  the 
English  Church.  This  gentleman  Dr  Bell  engaged, 
soon  after   his    arrivai    in    Edinburgh    from    Mount 
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Annan^  conformably  to  the  powers  granted  to  him  at 
Madras^  and  took  much  pains  both  in  proving  hîs 
capabilities  for  the  ofBce^  and  instructing  him  in  the 
principles  of  the  new  System  of  éducation.  He  thus 
writes  concerning  him  in  a  testimonial  addressed  to 
the  président  and  directors  of  the  Asylum.  ^*  He 
cornes  to  me  recommended  from  the  most  respectable 
qoarterS;  as  well  qualified  in  point,  of  talent,  literature, 
and  science,  for  the  task  proposed  to  him  ;  and  what  is 
still  more  valuable,  his  character  stands  high  as  a  man 
and  a  Christian,  as  well  as  a  scholar  and  a  divine.  On 
thèse  grounds  I  hâve  made  the  appointment.  .  .  . 
Having  now  also  proved,  for  almost  two  months,  his 
excellent  disposition  and  temper  of  mind,  his  diligence 
and  attention,  I  cannot  but  indulge  the  pleasing  hope 
that  he  will  approve  himself  highly  usefiil  to  the  insti- 
tution, and  worthy  of  that  faveur  and  protection  which 
in  India  so  generally  await  good  conduct." 

In  writing  on  the  same  subject  to  Mr  Kerr,  he  says, 
"  the  certificates  and  testimonials  with  which  he  is 
loaded,  will  speak  for  him  and  for  me.  You  will  soon 
be  sensible  of  the  talents  which  he  brings  with  him  to 
his  charge;  and  I  trust  you  will  expérience  ail  the 
advantages  I  look  for  to  the  school,  from  the  services 
of  this  most  deserving  and  amiable  young  man.'' 

Dr  Bell  had  previously  written  to  Mr  Wright,  the 
auditor  of  the  East  India  accounts,  requesting  him  to 
assist  Mr  Cordiner  in  procuring  a  passage  in  one  of 
the  first  ships  to  India.  There  was,  however,  some 
difficulty  on  this  point  which  he  had  not  anticipated — 
permission  not  having  actually  been  granted  by  the 
court  of  directors  for  Mr  Cordiner  to  proceed  to  take 
charge  of  the  Asylum;  and  in  conséquence  of  this  Mr 
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Wright  reoommended  Dr  Bell  to  write  to  the  court, 
^'  recalling  to  their  recollectîon  their  having  allowed 
him  to  nominate  a  master^  and  requestîng  their  sanction 
for  Mr  Cordiner's  proceeding  immediately  to  Madras  ;  '* 
butbefore  this  letter  couldbe  sent^  permission  had  been 
obtained^  and  he  wrote  informing  Dr  Bell  that  he  had 
taken  a  passage  on  board  the  Anna^  for  Bombay,  for 
one  hundred  guineas,  and  that  he  was  to  embark  imme- 
diately. 
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CHAPTER  XVL 

Purchftae  of  Land— Introduction  of  the  Biadrms  System  into  Si  Botolph*S9 
Aldgate»  the  Kèndal  Schools,  etc. — Return  to  Scotland— .Résidence  in 
GsJloway— -Jonmey  to  London. 

Eablt  in  the  month  of  February  Dr  Bell  went  to 
Damfrîesy  where  he  soon  after  was  enabled  to  fulfil  hîs 
intention  of  investing  part  of  his  capital  in  land — an 
eligible  estate  being  at  that  time  offered  for  sale  near 
Gastle  Douglas,  belongîng  to  Mr  Copland  of  Collies- 
ton.  He  thus  records  this  transaction  in  one  of  his 
memoranda  :— - 

''  Dmnfries,  13th  of  February  1798.— Purchase  of 
land.  Bought  of  William  Copland,  Esq.  of  Collieston — 
Northfield  of  Clarebrand,  and  Southend  of  Halfeme, 
amounting  to  about  56  acres,  on  lease  at  £56.  The 
Êurm  of  Emamerie,  and  part  of  tJpper  Clarebrand, 
amounting  to  150  acres,  rent  £170, 14s.  The  liferent 
pendide  of  Robert  Conchar,  of  22  acres,  rent  about 
£5,  6s.     Total  rent,  £232— for  £4120. 

'^  16th. — ^Bought  Halfeme,  182  acres,  on  lease  at 
£146  per  annum,  for  £2300.  Total  acres,  415— rent, 
£878— for  £6420.'* 

Major  Wight  also  purchased  another  portion  of  the 
same  estate,  and  performed  many  good  offices  for  Dr 
Bell  in  his  absence,  in  the  arrangements  and  winding 
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up  of  the  business.  In  référence  to  this  purchase^  to 
which  Dr  Bell  gave  the  name  of  Egmore,  the  scène  of 
his  labours  and  foundation  of  his  fortunes^  Mr  Dempster 
remarks,  ''  It  has  the  advantage  of  bemg  near  two  or 
three  very  good  neighbours — Balmaghee,  my  brother- 
in-law,  Mr  T.  Gordon,  and  Mr  Gordon,  the  sheriff  of 
Gampbelltown.  The  high  price  of  cattle  will,  I  trust, 
support  the  rental  ;  but  never  forget  Soam  Jennîngs' 
différence  between  an  estate  in  the  funds  and  one  in 
land — ^the  one  is  interest  without  capital^  the  other 
capital  without  interest." 

That  this  purchase  was  considered  a  good  one^ 
however,  is  plain,  from  the  letters  he  received  from 
other  friends.  *'  I  sincerely  congratulate  you,"  writes 
Colonel  Dirom,  "  on  your  purchase  in  Galloway, 
and  am  exceedingly  happy  to  find  that  you  and  our 
friend  Wight  had  got  so  great  a  bargain.  For  my 
own  part  I  did  not  think  it  possible  you  could  hâve 
purchased  land  on  such  tenus;  and  indeed  you  hâve 
made  one  of  those  lucky  hits  which  seldom  occur,  even 
in  thèse  times,  when  the  scarcity  of  money  might  be 
expected  to  affect  the  price  of  land  so  materially." 

Gaptain  Dempster  also  writes  strongly  on  the  same 
subject.  "  I  was  charmed,''  said  he,  "  to  leam  from 
Gol.  Dirom,  some  time  ago,  that  you  and  Major  Wight 
had  bought  £10,000  worth  of  land  at  eighteen  years* 
purchase.  I  hope  the  rent  is  good;  if  it  is,  this  is  the 
greatest  bargain  of  land  ever  known  :  but  you  were 
always  lucky." 

On  the  18th  of  Feb.  Dr  Bell  quitted  Dumfries,  and 
proceeded  by  way  of  York  to  London,  where  he  arrived 
about  the  end  of  the.month.  He  had  not  been  long 
there  before  he  was  invited  to  dine  with  his  friend  Mr 
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Buckham^  in  Whitechapel,  to  meet  D.  V.  Watts,  Esq., 
who  was  then  one  of  the  trustées  of  St  Botolph's, 
Aldgate,  the  oldest  Protestant  parochial  school  in 
London,  to  whom  he  presented  a  copy  of  the  Madras 
report.  This  Mr  Watts  immediately  placed  in  the 
hands  of  Samuel  Nichols,  the  master,  and  desired  him 
to  read  and  consider  it,  and  to  be  prepared  to  give  hid 
opinion  on  it  ai  the  ne^rt  meeting  of  the  board. 
Shortly  afterwards  he  wrote  to  Mr  Watts,  informing 
him  of  the  steps  he  had  taken,  which  were  highly 
creditable  to  his  judgment,  "  I  hâve  perused  Dr  Bell'g 
plan,"  he  writes,  "  with  much  attention  and  pleasure, 
and  do  déclare  to  you,  that  I  conçoive  it  to  be  a  most 
facUitating,  as  well  as  the  most  effectuai,  mode  of  in- 
structing  children  that  can  be  adopted.  The  dividing 
the  children  into  classes,  and  placing  a  senior  boy  over 
them,  is  productive  of  many  advantages.  It  instructs 
the  younger  ones  with  more  rapidity,  because  to  the 
mouitor  they  can  read  and  spell  twice  or  thrice  in  the 
morning  and  aftemoon,  when  to  the  master  not  more 
than  once.  The  elder  boy,while  he  is  teaching  his  class, 
is  also  instructing  himself,  by  riveting  in  his  mind  by 
répétition  those  lessons  which  he  had  formerly  leamed. 

'*  It  is  an  infalhble  method  for  the  préservation  of 
order,  to  the  almost  entire  exclusion  of  corporal  pun- 
ishment,  by  the  monitor  being  responsible  for  the  good 
conduct  of  his  class,  by  the  effect  on  the  minds  of  the 
class,  arising  from  the  reproach  or  punishment  which 
will  fall  on  their  monitor  through  their  misconduct,  and 
by  the  gênerai  compétition  of  classes,  each  being  num- 
bered  or  descriptively  named  ;  and  it  rendors  the  task 
of  superintending  a  school  thus  regulated  at  once  plea- 
sant  and  easy. 

VOL.  II.  D 
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'^  I  am  at  this  time  trying  the  effect  of  teaching  the 
alphabet  with  the  finger  on  sand^  which,  for  the  short 
time  it  has  been  in  practice  here^  promises  the  moet 
marked  success.'* 

From  this  time  the  System  appears  to  hâve  been 
acted  upon  in  this  school;  for,  in  1803,  we  find  a 
letter  from  Nichols  to  Mr  Watts,  in  which  he  thus 
speaks  of  the  use  of  sand  as  one  of  the  auxiliary  prax?- 
tices  : — '^  The  sand  I  continue  to  use,  it  being  the  most 
Êicilitating  as  well  as  the  most  saving  method  that  erer 
was  conceived.  The  following  is  an  instance  of  its 
efficacy  : — '  I  had  a  boy,  who  is  the  duUest,  heaviest,  and 
the  least  inclined  to  learning  I  ever  had,  who,  having 
for  six  months  past  wrote  upon  sand,  and  read  alter- 
nately  and  constantly  while  at  school,  is  now  able,  net 
only  to  spell  every  word,  but  can  tell  me  many  words, 
let  me  ask  him  where  I  wiU,  and  he  appeaxs  now  to 
hâve  an  inclination  to  learning,  to  which,  when  he  first 
came,  he  had  an  utter  aversion.'  " 

No  further  account  of  this  school  appears  until  1807^ 
when  Dr  BeU  visited  it  twice,  and  was  so  much  pleased 
with  an  addition  which  Mr  Nichols  had  made  to  the 
minor  practices,  that  of  the  boys  counting  the  time  of 
the  stops  in  reading,  that  he  immediately  had  the  prao- 
tice  introduced  into  Lambeth  school. 

In  1811,  we  again  find  this  school  mentioned  in  a 
letter  from  Mr  Nichols  to  Mr  Watts,  where  he  says, 
*'  I  hereby  most  respectfully  inform  you,  that  the  parts 
of  Dr  Bell's  plan  adopted  in  the  aboyé  school  hâve 
been— classing  the  children,  and  placing  them  under 
teachers  and  assistants,  and  writing  with  a  pen  upon 
damp  sand;'*  and  he  adds,  '*  I  became  an  admirer  of 
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Dr  Bell's  plan  the  moment  you  honoured  me  with  its 
pemsal^  and  hâve  considered  it  ever  since  a  moat  de- 
lightful  and  encouraging  method  of  instruction.'^  In 
anoth^  letter  to  Mr  Watts,  in  1812,  he  also  says,  ^^  It 
would  haye  been  a  happiness  to  me,  as  well  as  an 
incalculable  benefit  to  the  school,  if  you,  sir,  had  con- 

tinued  an  active  trustée This  school  has  been 

literally  upon  the  Madras  System  from  the  time  you 
first  delivered  the  Rev.  Dr  Bell's  book  into  my  hands, 
in  the  year  1798." 

The  next  circumstance  we  corne  to,  in  connexion 
with  the  Madras  report,  is  a  criticism  which  appeared 
on  it  in  the  Analytical  Review  for  January  1799,  by  an 
anonymous  writer,  at  that  time  quite  imknown  to  Dr 
Bell.  The  manner  in  which  the  subject  was  there 
mentioned  and  recommended  to  gênerai  notice,  showed 
that  the  principles  were  sufficiently.  obvions  to  the  gên- 
erai reader.  ^'  The  importance  of  this  publication," 
writes  the  reviewer,  ^'  is  not  to  be  estimated  by  its 
size,  or  the  merit  of  the  author  to  be  ranked  with  that 
of  the  writer  of  a  spéculative  pamphlet.  One  such 
praetical  experiment  in  éducation  is  worth  a  thousand 
ingénions,  but  fancifiil,  théories  fabricated  in  the  closet, 
and  often  little  ealculated  for  any  other  sphère."  After 
quoting  a  passage  descriptive  of  the  principle  of  the 
System,  and  the  success  which  had  attended  it,  the 
writer  proceeds  as  follows  :^ — ^^  We  cannot  enter  into 
particulars  ;  but  we  eamestly  recommend  this  pamphlet 
to  the  considération  of  ail  who  are  concemed  with 
public  charities,  to  which  institutions  the  plan  seems 
more  particularly  applicable,  confident  that  they  wiU 
not  think  the  time  bestowed  on  the  perusal  of  it  thrown 
away.     As  to  Dr  Bell,  when  we  consider  the  object  he 
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had  in  view,  the  ingenuity  and  persévérance  displayed 
in  accomplishing  that  objecta  his  disinterestedness  in 
declining  ail  pecuniary  reward,  and  the  sùccess  with 
which  his  endeavours  haye  been  crowned,  we  feel  re- 
joiced  in  the  opportunity  of  acknowledging  his  déserts^ 
and  thus  anticipating  the  opinion  of  ail  the  true  friends 
of  mankind.  For,  while  their  esteem  and  applause  were 
bestowed  on  Howard,  who  visited  prisons^  and  Connt 
Rumford,  who  has  reformed  workhouses,  a  portion  of 
it  will  not  be  withholden  from  him  who  has  successfully 
endeavoured  lo  render  thèse  abodes  of  guilt  and  wretch- 
edness  less  necessary,  by  the  influence  of  early  tuition 
on  the  minds  and  manners  of  the  destitute  and  aban- 
doned  orphan." 

Following  closely  on  this  review  was  the  second 
practical  experiment  of  the  System,  which  was  intro- 
duced  into  the  schools  at  Kendal  by  Dr  Briggs,  an 
eminent  physician,  and  mayor  of  that  town.  Hère  the 
System  was  fully  acted  upon,  and  its  success  attracted 
the  early  attention  of  Mr  Bernard,  who,  in  September 
1800,  spent  some  days  in  inspecting  thèse  schools,  and 
in  conséquence  drew  up  a  detailed  account  of  the  new 
method  of  instruction  practised  there,  which  he  pub- 
Ushed  in  the  ^^  Reports  of  the  Society  for  bettering  the 
condition  of  the  Poor."  It  will  hère  be  necessary  to 
give  some  account  of  the  management  and  arrange- 
ments of  this  second  trial  of  the  new  System  in  Eng- 
land,  both  from  the  interest  it  excited  at  the  time,  and 
the  importance  subsequently  attached  to  it,  when  it  was 
appealed  to,  in  conjunction  with  St  Botolph's,  a^  one  of 
the  first  examples  gîven  of  the  efficacy  of  the  discovery 
in  this  country. 

Early  in  1799,  Dr  Briggs  appears  to  hâve  taken  a 
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Uvely  înterest  in  the  welfare  of  thèse  sctools^  and  to 
bave  suggested  some  altérations  in  them  to  the  gover- 
nors^  chiefly  în  regard  to  the  System  of  rewards  and 
punishments  then  in  practice. 

First,  he  objected,  not  merely  to  tho  degree  in  which 
oorporal  punishment  was  inflicted  by  the  masters  of 
the  school,  but  to  their  power  of  inflicting  it  at  all^ 
except  by  the  authority,  and  in  the  présence  of,  the 
visitors  of  the  school.  He  also  recommended  an  increase 
of  rewards,  to  be  promptly  bestowed,  not  so  much  for 
natural  talent,  or  even  marked  proficiency  in  any  par- 
ticular  branch,  but  for  gênerai  regularity  of  attendance, 
deanliness  of  person,  habituai  diligence,  and  orderly 
behaviour,  considering  thèse  as  affording  a  fair  field  of 
compétition  to  every  scholar,  as  well  as  being  the  surest 
and  easiest  points  whereon  to  form  a  just  opinion  of 
indiiâdual  merit. 

Thèse  suggestions  were  adopted,  and  attended  with 
much  success,  and  shordy  after  Dr  Briggs  proceeded 
in  his  labours  on  a  more  extended  scale,  and  pro* 
posed  that  public  schools  should  be  established  where 
ail  the  children  of  the  poorer  classes  should  be  em- 
ployed  in  varions  kinds  of  work,  retuming  to  their 
homes  at  night,  and  that  being  divided  into  classes,  each 
dass  should  be  instructed  in  reading  and  writing  for 
one  hour  ea^h  day,  by  a  master  provided  for  that  pur- 
pose— that  they  should  be  entitled  to  the  whole  of 
their  eamings,  subject  only  to  a  slight  déduction  for 
the  necessary  expenses  of  the  school,  and  that  annual 
premiums  should  be  offered  for  the  best  spécimens  of 
the  différent  sorts  of  work. 

This  plan  was  adopted,  and  the  committee  appointed 
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to  carry  it  ihto  exécution,  gave  notice  that  **  thèse 
schools  would  be  opened  for  the  employaient  and 
instruction  of  children  of  three  years  old  and  upwards, 
with  the  addition  of  a  penny  ordinary  for  those  who 
chose  to  partake  of  it."  They  were,  consequently, 
opened  on  the  Ist  of  July,  and  the  Madras  System 
was  then  introduced.  Thèse  schools  contained  112 
children^  whereof  the  elder  girls  were  instructed  in 
sewing^  knitting^  spinning,  and  household  work^  and 
the  boys  in  différent  trades^  and  the  scholastic  départ- 
ment  was  conducted  by  a  master  aged  18,  and  an  usher 
of  14,  who,  together  with  the  assistance  of  the  more 
intelligent  boys  as  monitors,  were  found  fiilly  adéquate 
to  the  task. 

The  ezperiment  of  giving  the  children  occafiional 
lessons  in  geography  was  also  made  hère,  a  set  of  maps 
having  been  presented  to  the  school,  and  with  admira- 
ble results.  ^  Many  persons,"  says  Mr  Bernard, 
^^  may  doubt,  as  I  did,  the  propriety  of  making  this  part 
of  the  éducation  of  poor  children  ;  but  I  found  that 
those  who  answered  best  at  this  examination  were  the 
game  who  carried  off  the  prizes  of  industry — and  I  had 
reason  to  believe  that,  from  the  information  andpleasure 
they  received  in  this  instance,  they  transferred  a  spîrit 
and  energy  to  ail  their  occcupations."  Dr  Briggs  had 
also  in  view,  in  the  introduction  of  geography,  the  pre- 
paring  of  the  minds  of  the  children  for  a  System 
of  reiigious  instruction  on  a  similar  plan,  and  at  the 
time  of  this  survey  the  children  had  made  great  pro- 
gress  in  scripture  history.  After  giving  an  account  of 
the  arrangements  in  thèse  schools,  Mr  Bernard  pro- 
ceeds  to  make  some  observations  on  the  peculiar  features 
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of  the  new  Systems  of  éducation^  and  giyes  a  long  account 
of  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  îts  use,  adding^  '^  Let 
the  reader  beware  how  he  Tentures  hastily  to  reject  ail 
this  as  impracticable  theoiy  ;  for  it  is  a  plain  and  literal 
account  of  the  Maie  Asylumat  Madras,  as  it  existed  in 
1796,  under  the  superintending  care  of  the  Rev.  Dr 
Bell." 

In  the  blue*coat  school  a  circumstance  occurred 
which  fully  proved  the  practical  utility  of  the  new  sys* 
tem.  The  schoolmaster  was  obliged  to  be  absent  from 
his  duties  for  a  fortnight,  and  it  was  agreed  that  the 
school  must  be  shut  up.  One  of  the  governors,  however, 
determined  to  try  the  effect  of  putting  the  care  of  the 
school,  during  the  master's  absence,  into  the  hands  of 
monitors  selected  from  among  the  boys,  he  and  some 
others  of  the  governors  occasionally  looking  in.  The 
result  was  that  the  school  was  as  well  conducted  during 
that  time,  and  the  progress  as  great,  as  when  the  master 
was  présent. 

The  expenses  of  this  establishment  in  salaries,  fire, 
candies,  rent,  &c.,  amoimted  to  about  £55  a-year. 

We  must  now  retum  to  Dr  Bell^  whom  we  left  in 
London,  where  he  remained  until  the  second  week  ia 
March^  when  he  went  down  to  Bath,  and  having  spent 
about  a  fortnight  there,  made  a  rapid  joumey  through 
Birmingham  and  Manchester  to  Dumfries^  Glasgow, 
and  Edinburgh. 

On  the  8th  of  June  he  again  went.to  Dumiries  aad 
MoUance,  and  on  the  12th  set  out  for  Harrowgate^ 
where  he  arrived  on  the  ISth.  Hère  it  is  probable  he 
remaîned  until  the  6th  of  July,  for  we  find  in  his  mémo- 
randa  a  note  of  an  excursion  to  Bipon,  Studley,  Hack- 
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fall,  and  Newby,  and  on  the  foUowîng  day  he  appears 
to  hâve  gone  to  Scarborough^  whence,  on  the  Slst,  he 
went  to  London  ;  hère  he  remained  till  the  end  of  the 
month^  when  he  agaîn  set  ont  for  Dumfries^  where  he 
.arrîved  in  the  beginning  of  September. 

Qn  the  16th^  having  visited  Mount  Annan,  the  seat 
of  his  friend  Colonel  Dirom,  he  proceeded  toEdinburgh. 
Durlng  his  last  visit  to  his  estâtes  he  seems  to  hâve 
endeavoured  to  introduce  the  Madras  System  into  a 
Bchool  in  the  neighbourhood,  of  which,  however,  we 
hâve  no  other  record  than  what  is  contained  in  the 
following  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  master,  George 
Fnlton,  to  Dr  Bell,  after  his  retum  to  Edinburgh: — 

'*  Dee  Bridge,  Castle  Douglas,  Sept  26. 

*'  Rev.  Sir, 

**  I  hasten  to  firee  myself  from  the  charge  of  ingrati^ 
tude,  as  soon  as  properly  it  is  in  my  power.  The  rea- 
son  I  hâve  not  before  acknowledged  the  great  kindness 
I  experienced  at  your  hand,  was  the  truly  gênerons 
and  gentlemanlike  conduct  you  showed,  in  first  bestow» 
ing  faveurs,  and  then  leaving  me  altogether  at  a  loss 
who  my  benefactor  was.  But  worthy  characters  and 
gênerons  actions  will  be  held  in  everlasting  remem- 
brance,  and  the  good  deeds  done  in  private  will  be 
manifested  and  brought  to  light  in  due  time.  I  hâve 
followed  the  plan  of  éducation  laid  down  in  your  sys^ 
tem,  as  far  as  it  is  practicable  in  a  situation  such  as 
this,  and  hâve  found  it  to  be  of  great  utîlity.  But  the 
partial  attendance  of  scholars  in  this  place,  is  a  capital 
hindrance  to  the  improvement  that  might  be  expected 
from  .  such  a  prudent  and  well-conducted  scheme  of 
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éducation  as  is  therein  recommended.  I  can  scarce 
ever  find  a  boy  fit  to  conduct  a  dass  that  attends  above 
two  or  three  days  in  a  week.  This  circumstance  pre- 
vents^  in  a  great  measure^  the  salutary  effects  that 
might  be  expected  from  such  a  mode  of  teaching.  My 
émoluments  in  this  place  are  very  considérable^  but  I 
lament  that  my  sphère  of  usefulness  is  so  confined.  If 
you,  by  your  respectable  and  eztensive  connexions^ 
would  recommend  me  to  a  settlement  in  a  more  popu-- 
Ions  situation^  I  apprehend  that^  by  the  assistance  of  a 
kind  Providence,  I  might  spend  my  days  more  to  the 
glory  of  God  and  the  good  of  mankind,  than  there  is 
any  probability  of  mydoinghere.  .  .  .  I  would  hâve  no 
objections  to  settling  in  any  part  of  the  united  kingdom 
where  there  is  a  prospect  of  usefulness.  I  retum  you 
my  hearty  and  most  sincère  thanks  for  your  pàst  favours; 
and  hope,  by  your  benevolence  and  disinterested  assista 
ance,  soon  to  be  in  a  situation  where  I  shaU  haire  it  in 
my  power  to  make  that  plan  of  éducation  known  which 
alone  can  make  leaming  easy  and  agreeable." 

Had  ail  the  Scotch  masters  been  as  free  from  pre^ 
judice  as  Mr  Fulton  appears  to  hâve  been,  the  new 
System  would  probably  hâve  made  rapid  advances  in 
Scotland  previous  to  the  extensive  diffusion  of  it  which 
subsequently  took  place  in  England. 

From  Edinburgh  Dr  Bell  proceeded  again  to  Dum- 
firies,  where  "  several  affairs,  arising  from  his  pin-chase, 
required  his  attention."  Hère  he  and  his  sister  Jessy 
'^  took  up  their  winter-quarters  in  such  lodgmgs  as 
they  could  obtain."  On  this  subject  Mr  Dempster 
thus  writes  to  him  : — 
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**  October  15. 

^^  I  cannot  object  to  yonr  spending  the  winter  în 
Dumfries.  It  îs  a  pleasant  town  in  itself^  near  jour 
excellent  friend  Colonel  Dirom,  and  near  your  terri- 
torial business.  But  still  St  Andrews^  the  seat  of  the 
muses  and  the  spot  of  your  nativity^  has  its  claims^  that 
I  could  wish  to  hâve  been  attended  to^  especially  this 
winter,  when  I  am  to  be  there  myself^  and  want  a  hand 
at  whist^  tricktrac^  backgammon^  and  the  golf;  and  a 
friend^  whose  fortune  being  already  made^  would  hare 
as  much  leisure  as  myself — a  friend,  omnium  horarumy 
the  more  necessary  from  Colonel  Duncan's  situation^ 
which^  in  point  of  health^  i$  far  from  being  what  1  and 
ail  his  friends^  and  ail  the  world^  could  wish/' 

In  the  following  February,  Dr  Bell  writes  thus  to 
one  of  his  friends  conceming  his  sojoum  in  Dum- 
fries : — ^'  We  find  the  place  very  social^  pleasant^  and 
hospitable  in  the  extrême;  but  our  lodgings  are  so 
small  that  we  hâve  not  a  spare  bed  in  them^  and  I 
hâve  been  prevented  from  writing  to  my  friends  to  be 
with  us  ;  but  I  trust  you  will  excuse  this  circumstance^ 
and  faveur  us  as  soon  as  possible  with  a  visit^  letting 
me  know  when  you  may  come^  that  I  may  hâve  a  room 
for  you  as  near  this  as  possible^  and  that  you  may  be 
one  of  this  family  :"  and  in  another  letter  he  says^ 
"  Wight  has  been  hère  for  the  winter,  as  major  of  the 
lOth  régiment  of  militiar,  with  his  sweet  wife  and  two 
fine  children.  We  are  now  within  seventeen  miles  of 
Mount  Annan,  Colonel  Dirom*s,  and  Girthead,  the 
majoras  first  purchase,  and  of  MoUance,  where  his  and 
my  late  purchase  lies." 


f 
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Of  bis  mode  of  life  at  Dumfries  we  hâve  not  much 
information  ;  he  seems  to  hâve  mixed  a  gôod  deal  in 
the  Society  of  the  place^  and,  towards  the  end  of  bis 
sojoum  there,  to  haye  kept  a  carriage  and  horses^  to- 
gether  with  a  coachman  and  footman.  He  also  occa- 
Bionallj  occupied  himself  in  the  Btudj  of  agriculture, 
oonceming  which  he  thus  speaks,  in  a  letter  to  Colonel 
Dirom: — 

"  Febmary  20. 

*^  My  agricultural  pursuits  advance  slowly.  At  first 
the  new  science  had  great  entertainment,  and  every 
page  I  read  was  fuU  of  information  ;  but  after  reading 
one  or  two  books,  the  rest  lost  much  of  the  charm  of 
novelty,  and  I  sball  not  soon,  I  fear,  acquire  confidence 
to  engage  in  practical  &nning." 

He  seems,  indeed,  at  this  time  to  baye  been  doubt- 
ful  as  to  what  course  he  should  chalk  out  for  him- 
self. ^'  My  future  résidence  and  destiny/'  he  used  to 
say,  in  writing  to  bis  friends,  ''  mre  still  uncertain  ; 
they  are  as  unfixed  as  eyer."  It  i^pears,  boweyer, 
from  the  following  letter  to  Mr  MacTaggart,  that  the 
bent  of  bis  mind  was  still  towards  éducation. 

[Probably  aboat  Febramy  1799.] 
''  My  dear  Sir, 

^'  Yotrf  fevour  brings  to  my  recoUection  the  sub- 
ject  on  which  we  had  formerly  conyersed,  and  a  yery 
important  subject  it  is  to  you.  It  is  now  drawing  to- 
wards the  completion  of  the  second  year  since  we  first 
treated  this  subject.    Busied  as  your  mind  is,  and  occu- 
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pied  as  your  time  is^  ît  is  not  easy  for  you  to  make  up 
your  mind^  amidst  the  conflict  of  opposite  Systems  and 
diflferent  plans  of  éducation^  between  the  views  of  the 
man  and  the  feelings  of  the  parent.  The  danger  is^ 
that^  in  such  a  situation  as  yours^  the  time  which  should 
be  employed  in  action,  be  lost  in  délibération.  The 
danger  is,  that  the  period  when  early  habits  should  be 
formed,  and  first  impressions  made,  be  passed  in  com- 
monplace.  Referring  yourself  once  more  to  me,  I 
must  imagine  that  you  are  not  entirely  satisfied  with 
their  présent  situation.  It  is  not  probable  that,  in  any 
public  or  private  school,  ail  that  could  be  wîshed  for 
your  sons  can  be  readily  obtained  ;  and  if  not,  I  would 
recommend  to  you  to  come  to  an  early  décision  as  to 
their  destination.  It  would  be  highly  gratifying  to  me 
if  I  could  assist,  as  you  are  pleased  to  think  I  may,  your 
dehberations.  I  can  only  promise  for  my  willingness 
to  attend  to  any  request  of  yours,  and  especially  in  a 
concem  to  which  my  mind  leans  from  early  habits  and 
long-established  custom.  I  would  lay  down  my  agri- 
cultural  books,  in  which  I  find  that  delight  which  ever 
arises  in  the  mind  from  new  objects,  and  the  multipli- 
cation of  ideas,  and  an  addition  to  the  stock  of  know- 
ledge.  Having  introduced  my  présent  pursuit,  I  may 
,  say  that  I  question  whether  J  shall  not,  for  some  time 
at  least,  rest  in  the  theory  of  this  new  science  ;  and  whe- 
ther I  shall  ever  attempt  any  thing  practical  in  the  way 
of  farming,  îs  extremely  doubtfol.  Though  never  idle, 
I  bave  yet  no  appropriate  employment,  and  no  prospect 
of  professional  duty  to  discharge.  How  unsuitable  such 
a  State  is  to  my  mind,  you  can  readily  imagine.  It 
would  be  highly  pleasing  to  me  if  my  idleness  could,  in 
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ariy  wajr,  be  useful  to  you  amidst  your  constant  occu- 
pation. My  opinion  is^  that  your  sons  should  hâve  the 
classical  éducation  of  gentlemen  and  the  science  of  men 
of  business^  fitting  thom  for  thé  senate  or  the  cabinet, 
for  the  counting-house  or  the  exchange,  for  a  town  or 
a  country  life.  Considering  your  fortune,  and  their 
prospects,  no  expense  should  be  spared,  iio  time  lost,  in 
commencing  such  a  course  as  is  most  fitting  for  them — 
such  a  course  as  shall  at  once  render  instruction  fami- 
liar,  pleasing,  and  successful,  under  the  eye  of  able 
t^achers.  In  England  or  in  Scotland,  a  French  abbé^ 
of  gentle  manners  and  good  éducation,  can  be  found  to 
carry  on  one  essential  branch  of  thçir  éducation  ;  and 
a  tutor,  who,  with  the  abbé,  shall  be  able  to  undertake 
the  classical,  commercial,  and  scientific  studies.  But 
such  is  the  state  of  human  afiairs,  that  even  then  you 
cannot  be  assured  that  the  object  you  hâve  in  view  will 
be  attained.  To  secure  this  grand  point  it  were  advi- 
sable  to  commit  the  scholars  and  the  masters  to  a  super- 
intendent,  who  shaU  hâve  full  power  to  employ  such  as 
he  shall  see  proper,  and,  on  trial,  shall  find  to  succeed 
to  his  wish.  This  man,  if  such  a  man  can  be  found, 
ought  to  unité  the  tenderness  of  a  parent  with  the  fâmî« 
liarity  of  a  companion  ;  the  heart  of  a  friend  with  the 
authorîty  of  a  master. 

^'  But  the  misfortune  is,  that  you  hâve  no  leisure  to 
direct  the  filling  up  of  the  plan,  far  less  to  exécute  any 
part  of  it  ;  and  you  lose  valuable  time  in  irrésolution» 
But  if  you  will  come  to  any  fixed  détermination,  and 
make  up  your  mind  to  an  English  or  Scottish  éduca- 
tion, and  give  me  the  outline,  I  will,  as  well  as  I  can, 
fiU  up  the  plan  for.  you.     My  life,  I  flatter  myself,  has 
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not  hitherto  been  entirely  useless^  and  I  sliould  be 
sorry  to  pass  the  remainder  of  my  days  in  inglorious 
ease. 

^*  The  recommendation  of  the  System  is^  that  it  is  far 
easier  to  direct  and  see  executed  than  to  perfonn  the 
tsusk  yourself.  Masters  are^  in  most  instances^  as  idle 
as  sclxolars.  A  great  scholar  and  able  tutor  gave  his 
pupil  the  119th  Psahn  to  get  off  by  heart.  The  lady 
with  whom  both  lodged  remonstrated  in  behalf  of  the 
boy.  The  tutor  honestly  confessed  that  he  did  not  ex- 
pect  the  boy  to  get  it  ;  but  while  the  scholar  waa  at  it, 
the  master  was  undisturbed^  and  at  liberty  to  prosecute 

his  own  studies BeUeve  me,  &c. 

«A.  Bell." 

Dr  Bell  was  now  quickly  on  the  move  again,  and 
reached  London  in  May.  From  Oxford,  through  which 
he  passed,  he  wrote  the  foUowing  letter  to  Colonel  Wight, 
which,  containing  as  it  does,  an  interesting  account  of 
his  joumey,  may  be  fitly  inserted  hère  : — 

'•  Oxford,  May  12»  1799. 

^  VLj  dear  Friend, 

"  After  trying  every  machine  for  conveyance,  I  find 
an  appropriate  advantage  in  each.  The  velocity  and 
certitude  of  the  mail,  recommend  it  to  the  man  of  busi- 
ness who  travels  on  his  affairs,  and  to  the  impatient 
man  who  cannot  brook  delay.  The  post-chaise,  to  the 
man  who  would  give  up  something  of  rapidity  to  gain 
in  point  of  accommodation  ;  and  the  humble  stage^  to 
the  man  who  would  spare  the  expensive  part,  and  enjoy 
many  of  the  benefits  of  the  other  two.    To  a  contempla- 
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dve  man^  who  enjoys  leisure  and  seeks  instruction  as 
he  gœs  along,  I  suspect  my  présent  mode  of  travelling 
would  not  be  unsuitable.  I  must  not^  however^  décide 
from  so  short  a  trial  as  I  hâve  made^  especially  a  trial 
attended  ynût  «o  luany  favourable  circumstances. 

^'  My  fellow  travellers  from  Edînburgh  to  Dumfries 
could  not  &il  to  shorten  and  smooth  a  longer  «nd  a 
more  rugged  road  than  that  we  passed  over.     Again 
happy  in  my  excellent  companion  and  guide  to  Liver- 
pool,  I  should  again  hâve  travelled  the  Fenrith  and  the 
Shap  roads  without  finding  it  tedious  or  irksome  ;  but 
when  a  new  and  a  better  road  opened  to  our  vîew,  (for 
which  I  désire  to  thank  our  friend^  Mr  H.  Maxwell^ 
who  put  it  into  my  head  to  enquire  about  the  passage 
of  the  Solway  at  Annan^)  a  road  which,  during  a  great 
part  of  its  track^  presented  before  our  eyes,  if  we  did 
not  shut  them^  the  most  delightM  scenery  and  the  most 
admired  objects,  what  must  the  joimiey  hâve  been  ? 
To  those  who  foUow  ont  our  track,  for  I  would  bave 
ail  summer  travellers  from  your  quarter  to  Manchester 
or  Liverpool  take  the  same  course^  let  me  recommend 
them  to  step  aside  one  mile  from  the  road  to  the  inn 
at  Ouse  bridge,  on  the  northem  extremity  of  Bassen- 
thwaite  lake  ;  which,  though  obscure  or  litde  noticed  by 
travellers,  is  yet  deserving  of  much  notice.     From  the 
window  of  the  inn,  built  for  this  purpose,  and  from  an 
adjacent  bridge,  where  the  lake  terminâtes,  is  a  beauti- 
ful  proq)ect,  a  frill  view  of  the  commencement  of  the 
lakes.     He  must  again  tum  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the 
right  of  his  road,  to  an  inn  and  a  church,  whence  he  is 
to  yicw  the  charming  lake  of  Grasmere — the  rest  of 
conrse. 

*'  From  the  hospitality,  splendeur,  and  luxury  of 
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LiverpooV  which  appeared  to  be  endless,  I  was  Êdn  to 
tear  myself,  that  I  might  proceed  before  the  season  waa 
too  far  advanced  to  the  great  metropolis^  where  I  mean 
to  gratîfy  mjrself  with  the  debates  in  Parliament^  should 
any  question  occur  in  which  the  minister  may  hâve 
occasion  to  display  his  wonderful  abilities. 

"  My  original  appréhension  of  Bonaparte's  eastem 
expédition,  drawn  from  the  comparison  of  our  Ëuropean 
army  in  India  with  those  of  the  Indian  powers,  might 
revive,  if  it  were  not  that  I  now  trust  that,  instead  of 
his  conquering  Great  Britain  in  India,  the  Emperors 
will  conquer  him  in  Europe.  I  hâve  wandered  wide 
of  my  road  from  Liverpool  to  London,  when  I  take 
Egypt  and  India  ;  but  this  follows  of  writing  without 
thinking,  or  rather  writing  as  I  think. 

^^  At  Liverpool,  to  which  I  retum,  the  docks  struck 
me  as  at  once  the  cause  and  the  effect  of  the  opulence 
of  that  rich  town.  The  spirit  of  enterprise  and  com- 
merce is  carried  to  its  greatest  height.  With  the  best 
of  guides,  I  saw  every  thing  Liverpool  has  to  boast  of 
to  the  greatest  advantage  ;  and,  by  tlie  chance  of  a  new 
acquaintance  of  some  old  friends  of  mine,  I  saw  what 
has  long  been  prohibited  from  being  seen — an  immense 
prison,  planned  by  Howard,  who  also  saw  it  executed, 
where  are  4000  prisoners,  whose  food  I  partook  of, 
and  whose  spirit  I  in  some  degree  observed.  The 
billiard  table,  hazard  of  a  morning,  and  gambling  of 
every  species,  besides  the  gênerai  appearance,  did  not 
indicate  the  change  I  expected  in  the  national  charac- 
ter.  Their  gênerai  civility  to  my  guide  did  not  savour 
of  the  brutal  and  unmannerly  repubUcan,  and  I  would 
yet  hope  that  this  savage  beast  may  be  again  tumed  to 
humanity.     No  bread  can  be  better  than  theirs,  baked 
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without  yeast,  with  dough  only.  I  hope  my  good  friend 
and  companion  will  carry  the  receipt  with  her^  for  the 
benefit  of  the  famihes  who  bake  their  own  bread. 

"  I  hâve  left  no  room  for  the  Duke  of  Bridgewater*s 
canal  and  its  interesting  communication^  (for  it  has 
two  mouths  with  the  Mersey) — ^for  the  curions  and 
singular  city  of  Ghester^  with  its  walled  walk  and 
covered  galleries — ^for  Birmingham^  with  its  varions 
manuÊiCtories — ^for  Stratford-upon-Avon,  where  lived 
and  where  died  two  of  the  greatest  poets  oiu^  own  or 
any  countiy  has  produced — or  for  Oxford,  where  I 
this  day  arrived,  having  travelled  four  hundred  and  ten 
miles  in  thirteen  days." 


VOL.  u. 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 

Dr  Bell  officiâtes  for  some  time  at  the  English  Episcopal  Chapel,  Edinburgh 
— CoDBequeat  Présentation  of  Plate  to  him — He  attempts  to  introduce  Tlie 
System  into  Edinburgh — Ifis  Marriage. 

Dr  Bell  probably  remaîned  în  and  about  London  untîl 

the  lOth  of  June,  when  he  left  ît  for  Dumfrîes.     From 

hence,  on  the  15th  of  August,  he  went  to  Edinburgh, 

where  he  no  sooncr  arrived  than  an  opportiinîty  of 

temporary  professional   employment   occurred,  which 

he  gladly  availed  himself  of.      The  appUcation  was 

made  to  him  in  the  following  letter  from  Sir  William 

Forbes  : — 

<*  Bantastdne,  August  16,  1799. 

"Sir, 

'^  As  I  understand  you  are  just  now  at  Edinburgh, 
I  use  the  freedom  to  mention  to  you,  that  the  gentle- 
men of  the  vestry  of  the  English  Episcopal  chapel  hâve 
been  anxious  to  procure  the  assistance  of  a  clergyman 
for  that  chapel,  the  care  of  looking  out  for  whom  they 
left  with  me.  I  therefore  use  the  freedom  to  ask  you, 
if,  without  inconvenience  to  yourself,  you  can  hâve  the 
goodness  to  lend  your  aid  in  the  discharge  of  the  duty 
of  the  chapel,  while  you  remain  in  Edinburgh  or  the 
neighbourhood,  until  the  gentlemen  of  the  vestry  again 
assemble  in  the  beginning  of  winter,  which  I  know 
they  will  consider  as  doing  them  a  very  particular 
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ÊiYOur  at  this  time.     I  remain^  sir^  your  obedient  and 
falthful  humble  servant^ 

''  W.  FOBBES." 

To  this  Dr  Bell  retumed  the  foUowing  answer  : — 

"Edmlnu^h,  Augiut  17, 1799. 
''Sir, 

'*  I  am  this  moment  hononred  with  your  letter  of 
yesterday,  expressing  a  désire  that  I  would  lend  my  aid 
in  the  discharge  of  the  duty  of  the  chapel,  while  I  remain 
in  Edinburgh  or  the  neighbourhood. 

"  Having — till  lately  that  1  resigned,  on  aocount  of 
ill  health,  the  civil  chaplaincy  at  the  Presidency  of  Fort 
Si  George,  and  my  other  appointments  at  that  station 
— ^having  hitherto  passed  an  active,  if  not  useful  life, 
and  being  aluvays  désirons,  in  erery  situation,  not  to  be 
idle  and  unprofitable,  but  to  be  usefuUy  and  officially 
employed,  I  shall  hâve  great  satisfaction  and  comfort  in 
complying  with  your  réquisition. 

^  On  this  ground,  I  shall  hope  that  you,  and  the 
gentlemen  of  the  vestry  for  whom  you  act^  will  allow 
me  to  observe,  that  your  attention  in  giving  me  occa- 
sion of  discharging  officiai  duty,  and  endeavouring,  with 
the  blessing  of  God,  to  be  useful  in  my  professional 
capacity,  confers  on  me  a  real  favour  and  kindness; 
and  I  trust  you  will  not  think  that  I  lay  you  and  them 
nnder  any  obligation  in  doing,  at  your  request,  those 
offices,  wbich  I  hâve  on  no  occasion  dedined  when 
required  of  me.* 

*  We  find,  in  his  memorsnda,  a  list  of  twentj  termons,  preached  bjr  him 
ftt  different  places  in  the  course  of  his  travels,  from  May  1797  to  Jidjr 
1799. 
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'*  1  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect, 
your  most  obliged  and  humble  servant, 

"  A  Bell.'* 

In  reply  to  this.  Sir  William  "  begged  leave  to  retum 
his  best  thanks,  in  the  name  of  the  gentlemen  of  the 
vestry  as  well  as  his  own,  for  his  so  very  readily  agrée- 
ing  to  lend  his  assistance  in  doing  the  duty  of  theEng- 
lish  Episcopal  chapel — a  faveur  which  (he  added)  was 
enhanced  by  the  very  pohte  manner  in  which  it  was 
conceded." 

With  the  exception  of  a  short  absence,  during  which 
he  provided  for  the  performance  of  the  duty,  Dr  Bell 
remained  in  Edinburgh,  officiating  in  this  chapel,  until 
the  foUowing  January,  when  he  wrote  to  Sir  William 
Forbes,  requesting  to  be  informed  whether  a  clergyman 
had  been  appointed  to  the  chapel,  and,  if  so,  when  he 
was  likely  to  enter  upon  his  charge  ;  adding,  that  if  the 
appointment  was  not  yet  fiUed  up,  he  should  have  great 
pleasure  in  continuing  his  services  '*  without  salary  or 
émolument." 

To  this  proposai  he  received  the  following  answer  : — 

**February3,  1800. 

''  Dear  Sir, 

*^  The  very  obliging  ofFer  which  you  made  of  giving 
your  assistance  towards  carrying  on  the  service  of  our 
Episcopal  chapel  durîng  the  présent  vacancy,  and  the 
great  share  of  duty  which  you  have  taken  in  consé- 
quence, demand  on  our  part,  and  on  that  of  the  congré- 
gation at  large,  the  warmest  acknowledgments.     You 
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were  informed  some  tiiue  ago  that  we  liad  written  to  a 
respectable  clergyman  of  the  Ohurch  of  England  regard- 
ing  our  chapel,  with  whom  we  had  fonnerly  been  in 
correspondence  on  the  subject,  and  which  we  renewed 
on  occasion  of  the  présent  vacancy.  That  negotiation 
is  still  pending,  nor  is  it  likely^  from  circumstances  un- 
necessary  hère  to  be  detailed^  that  it  will  be  brought  to 
a  close  for  a  few  months  yet  to  corne  ;  neither  can  we 
at  présent  form  any  jadgment  what  may  be  the  resuit. 
We  cannot  présume  to  request  any  thing  of  you  that 
should  put  you  to  inconvenience,  or  encroach  on  any 
arrangement  of  your  time,  which  you  might  otherwise 
be  disposed  to  make.  But  if^  with  perfect  convenience 
to  yourself^  you  could  continue  for  some  time  longer 
your  services  in  the  chapel,  you  would  confer  a  very 
sensible  obligation  on  us,  and  on  the  congrégation. 

'^  Meantime  permit  us^  as  a  small  mark  of  our  esteem 
and  gratitude,  to  request  your  acceptance  of  a  pièce  of 
plate  in  the  name  of  the  vestry,  with  an  inscription,  tes- 
tifying  our  sensé  of  your  merits,  and  the  high  respect 
we  entertain  for  you. 

"  We  hâve  the  honour  to  be,  dear  sir,  your  most 
obliged  and  most  obedient  humble  servants, 

(Signed)         ''  Dav.  Rae, 

Wm.  Naibne, 
R.  E.  Philips, 
William  Fobbes, 
Robert  Jamieson, 
Alex.  Fraser  Tytlbr, 
John  Smtth, 
John  Hutton.** 
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The  following  is  the  inscription  referred  to  : — 
«  To  THE  REVEREND  Dr  ANDREW  BELL, 

FROM 

THE  VESTRY  OF  THE  ENOLISH  EPISCOFAL  CHAPEL. 

AT  EDINBURGH, 

IN  TE8TIMONT  OF  THE  8ENSE  THEY  ENTERTAIN 

OF  HIS  MERITS» 

AND  GRATEFUL  ACRNOWLEDGMENT  OF  HIS  SERVICES 

TO  THE  CONGREGATION. 

A.D.  1800." 

Sir  William  Forbes  and  Mr  Jamieson  called  upon 
Dr  Bell,  by  the  direction  of  the  vestry,  for  the  purpose 
of  delivering  him  this  letter;  but  not  finding  him  at 
home,  Sir  William  enclosed  it  to  him,  with  a  note^ 
stating,  "  that  had  they  seen  him,  they  wished  to  hâve 
just  mentioned  to  him,  as  individuals,  that  Mr  Gard- 
ner,  the  silversmîth,  had  orders  from  the  vestry  to  put 
the  inscription  on  any  pièce  of  plate  of  £60  value  that 
may  be  most  acceptable  to  him;''  adding,  '^that  if 
Dr  Bell  would  hâve  the  goodness  to  faveur  Mr  Gard^ 
ner  with  any  hint  to  that  efFect  the  first  time  he  was  in 
the  Parliament  Close,  it  would  be  very  obligîng,  as  ît 
may  prevent  Mr  Gardner  from  conveying  to  him  some- 
thing  less  acceptable  than  the  vestry  could  wish." 

Dr  Bell's  reply  to  this  letter  will  show  how  little  he 
had  looked  forward  to  any  rémunération  for  his  services. 

"  Edinburgh,  Febniary  6,  1800 

^'  My  Lords  and  Sirs, 

"  Your  letter,  by  the  hands  of  Sir  William  Forbes 
and  Mr  Jamieson,  fiUs  my  mind  with  the  utmost  sur- 
prise. 
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*^  Gonscious  of  having  only  granted,  to  the  request  of 
Sir  William  Forbes,  what  I  hâve  at  no  time  refdsed 
when  required  of  me — ^pleased  with  an  occasion  of 
exercising^  at  a  season  of  leism'e,  my  professional  func- 
tions — with  the  idea  of  being  in^ny  shape  useftd  to  the 
respectable  congrégation  mider  your  management  ;  and 
having  expressed  thèse  sentiments  fully  at  the  time,  I 
did  imagine  that  I  had  proyided  against  any  rémuné- 
ration, and  looked  for  no  other  acknowledgment  than 
an  early  notice  of  the  probable  period  when  thé  vacancy 
was  to  détermine. 

"  As  it  is,  I  hâve  no  words  to  express  the  high  sensé 
I  entertain  of  the  hononrable  testimony  with  which  you 
bave  been  pleased  to  distinguish  my  imperfect  services, 
if  it  be  not  that  I  do  not  décline  the  very  flattering 
expression  of  it  which  you  hâve  presented  to  me. 

^^  Still  more  gratified,  if  it  be  possible,  with  your 
opinion  that  I  may  be  Airther  useful  in  the  temporary 
charge  committed  to  me,  it  will  be  my  study  to  make 
such  arrangements  as  may  enable  me  to  continue  my 
assistance  in  the  duty  of  the  chape!  for  the  period  that 
it  may  probably  be  required. 

^'  In  any  event,  I  shall  not  fail  to  communicate  the 
earliest  notice,  if  circumstances  do  not  admit  of  giving 
full  effect  to  my  proposed  arrangements. 

"  I  hâve  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lords  and  Sirs,  with 
the  highest  respect  and  esteem,  your  most  faithftd  and 
obedient  servant, 

"A.  Bell." 

In  a  note  of  the  same  date  to  Sir  WiUiam  Forbes, 
he  says — "  Deeply  sensible  of  Sir  William  Forbes's 
eamest  and  polite  attentions,  Dr  A«  Bell  desires  to 
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offer  his  sincère  and  respectful  acknowledgments,  and 
to  thank  Sir  William  and  Mr  Jamieson  for  their  good- 
ness  in  calling  on  him  on  an  errand  so  flattering  :  Dr 
Bell  will  not  fail  to  avail  himself  of  Sir  William's  hint, 
and  to  do  as  he  directsr." 

The  plate,  which  consisted  of  a  teapot,  cream-jug^ 
&;c.,  was  accordingly  presented  to  him,  and  he  still 
continued  performing  the  duties  of  the  chapel  for  a 
short  time,  the  whole  period  during  which  he  was  so 
employed  being  about  six  months. 

About  the  middle  of  March  he  went  to  Damfiries, 
but  appears  shortlj  after  to  hâve  retumed  to  Edin- 
burgh,  and  from  thence  to  hâve  again  proceeded  to 
Dumfries  and  Castle  Douglas  ;  and  it  is  probable  that 
he  remained  in  this  part  of  the  country  till  the  end  of 
May,  when  he  set  off  for  the  South.  We  find  from 
his  note-book  that  he  remained  a  short  time  in  CheU 
tenham,  and  proceeded  thence  to  London,  which  he 
reached  on  the  I7th  of  June  ;  hère  he  remained  till 
the  llth  of  July,  and  then  made  a  rapid  tour,  by 
Portsmouth,  the  Isle  of  Wight,  Porchester,  Chichester, 
and  Brighton,  and  back  to  London,  which  he  reached 
on  the  SOth.  Ëarly  in  August  he  set  out  for  Scodand, 
and  arrived  in  Edinburgh  before  the  end  of  the  month. 
While  in  London  a  letter  had  reached  him  from  Sir 
William  Forbes,  informing  him  that  the  Rev.  Mr  Ali- 
son  had  been  appointed  to  fiU  up  the  vacancy  in  the 
chapel  where  Dr  Bell  had  officiated  ;  and  this  is  the 
last  time  we  find  this  subject  mentioned.  It  appears, 
however,  from  a  letter  which  Dr  Bell  received  while 
at  York,  from  Mr  Whyte,  that  ''  some  of  the  most 
respectable  families  in  Edinburgh  wished  for  his  appoint- 
ment  to  St  George*s  chapel  ;"  and  that  there.was  every 
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probability  of  his  being  elected^  if  he  would  ailow  him- 
self  to  be  put  in  nomination.  On  this  point  there  is 
no  fîirtber  information  ;  and  it  seems  that  Dr  Bell^  not 
being  anxious  to  fix  himself  in  Edinburgh^  took  no 
Bteps  in  the  matter. 

During  his  absence  in  this  last  joumey^  he  had  been 
elected  a  member  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh, 
at  a  gênerai  meeting  held  on  the  22d  of  June.  This 
information  was  conveyed  to  him  in  London  by  Pro- 
fesser Playfair,  who  says,  "You  are  considered  as  a 
résident  member,  but  the  class  into  which  you  may 
choose  to  enter — ^that  is,  the  Physical  or  Literary — ^not 
having  been  specified,  you  may  make  choice  of  either. 
By  diis  élection  you  incur  an  expense  of  one  guinea 
annually,  together  with  the  price  of  such  volumes  of 
the  Transactions  of  the  Society  as  may  be  hereafter 
published."  We  do  not,  however,  find  that  Dr  Bell 
took  much  interest  in  the  Society,  his  place  of  résidence 
being  subsequently  too  remote  to  allow  him  to  avail 
himself  of  his  privilèges  as  a  member,  and  his  time  and 
attention  too  much  occupied  in  his  varions  duties  to 
leave  room  for  attention  to  science,  to  which,  in  early 
life,  he  had  applied  himself  with  considérable  success. 

During  Dr  Bell's  résidence  in  Edinburgh,  he  was  not 
inattentive  to  the  subject  which  had  occupied  his  mind 
80  long.  He  considered,  not  without  reason,  that  Scot- 
land  was  well  prepared  for  the  introduction  of  any  im- 
provement  in  éducation.  For  upwards  of  a  century 
before  the  dîscovery  of  the  Madras  System,  this  country 
had  possessed  peculiar  advantagcs  for  the  gênerai  édu- 
cation of  the  people.  The  légal  establishment  of  paro- 
chial  schools,  under  the  superintendence  and  control  of 
the  clergy,  formed  an  institution  in  an  eminent  degree 
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adapted  to  the  réception^  application^  and  diffusion  of 
the  Madras  System  ;  and  the  cheapness  of  academical 
éducation^  and  the  national  character^  fumished  schooU 
masters  well  qualified  for  their  office.  On  Dr  Bell's 
return  from  India^  he  was  told  that  the  task  of  întro- 
ducing  his  new  discovery  into  hîs  native  country  would 
be  comparatively  easy^  on  account  of  the  facilities  and 
advantages  of  which  it  was  already  possessed.  To  this 
he  replied,  that  ^^  what  had  been  aheady  well  done  would 
only  increase  the  difficulty  of  getting  more  done.'*  He 
was  not,  however,  at  that  time  fully  aware^  *'  how  many 
barriers  would  be  opposed  to  any  innovation  in  scholastic 
rules  by  the  consciousness  of  superiority,  the  préjudices 
of  professional  men^  and  the  attachment  of  the  people  to 
those  modes  of  tuition  by  which  they  had  been  educated^ 
and  their  disUke  of  their  children  being  instructed  by 
children."* 

He  accordingly  made  many  proffers  of  his  services  to 
introduce  his  new  System  into  the  Edinburgh  schools^  and 
visited  many  of  them  with  that  intention.  He  fondly 
imagined^  that  if  hecould  hâve obtained  a  permanentfoot- 
ing;  under  influential  auspices  and  able  support^  he  might 
hâve  regenerated  the  parochial  and  other  schools  of  Scot- 
land,  and  raised  them  to  that  pre-eminence  to  which,  as 
he  thought,  they  seemed  destined,  by  their  légal  establish- 
ment, ministerial  superintendence,  and  the  qualification 
of  the  teachers.  Nor  was  he  without  hope  that  Edin- 
burgh might  hâve  been  renderedas  attractive  and&mous 
as  an  elementary  and  classical,  as  she  was  as  a  médical 
school.  He  found,  however,  that  the  obstacles  previ- 
ously  mentioned  existed  in  an  eminent  degree  ;  and  at 
this  period,  also,  they  were  much  occupied  in  Edinburgh 

*  See  Dr  Bell's  Letter  to  Sir  John  Sinclair,  Bart.    Rivington,  1829. 
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in  making  provision  for  the  poor  during  the  then  exist- 
ing  scarcity  ;  and  it  was  considered  as  an  unfavourable 
period  for  the  introduction  of  a  novel  undertaking^  how- 
ever  désirable. 

It  bas  been  seen  that  Dr  Bell  retumed  from  London 
to  Edinburgh  towards  the  end  of  August.  In  the  course 
of  the  nezt  month  he  again  went  to  Dumfries  and  Castle 
Douglas,  and»  early  in  October,  retumed  to  Edinburgh. 

We  now  come  to  the  subject  of  bis  marriage,*  con- 
ceming  which  there  is  but  little  information.  The  firôt 
notice  of  it  is  contained  in  a  letter  from  Mr  Dempster, 
where  he  says — ^'  We  fly  to  the  Edinburgh  article  in 
the  newspapers,  in  the  daily  expectation  of  seeing  your 
marriage  there  ;  for  it  is  the  gênerai  opinion  of  ail  my 
female  friends,  that  y  ou  could  only  hire  so  dear  a  house, 
and  keep  a  carriage,  with  a  view  to  fascinate  some  coy 
damsel." 

It  does  not,  however,  appear  that  there  was  any  spé- 
cifie foundation  for  this  supposition.  But  in  the  follow- 
ing  August,  after  his  return  from  London  to  Edin- 
burgh, when  he  was  on  a  visit  to  his  friend,  the  Rev. 
Dr  Robert  Bell,  he  became  acquainted  with  Miss 
Agnes  Barclay,  eldest  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Dr  Barclay 
of  Middleton.  To  this  lady  he  was  married  on  the  3d 
of  November  (1800,)  by  his  namesake  Dr  Bell,  at 
whose  house  he  was  staying.    . 

*  In  a  letter  from  Miyor  Wight  to  Dr  BelU  dated  July  11,  1798>  we 
find  the  followÎDg  passage»  which  would  seem  to  intimate  that,  at  that 
tîme,  some  faîr  lady  had  attracted  his  notice.  '*  What  shall  you  make  of 
jour  widow«bewitched  P  My  g^ess  is  that  she  is  not  what  she  seems.  You 
baTe  not  raiied  her  in  my  estimation  by  mentioning  that  Dr  Darwin  is  her 
most  intimate  correspondent»  and  Lady  Audley  her  acquaintance  and 
friend.  I  don't  like  leamed  ladies.  They  are  most  generally  déficient  in 
that  délicaey  and  correctness  which  render  a  woman  most  truly  amiable." 


76  LIFE  OF  DR  BELL. 

By  a  previous  disposition  and  marriage  settlement^ 
Miss  Barclay  made  over  to  Dr  Bell  ail  property,  heri- 
table  and  moveable,  of  which  she  was  possessed,  or 
should  fall  to  be  possessed  of,  in  any  manner  of  way, 
amounting  to  L.7500,  burdened  with  annuities  of  L,60 
per  annum  :  And  Dr  Bell  settled  on  her  L.2500  in 
fee,  and  L.600  per  annum  in  the  event  of  her  surviving 
him.  Immediately  after  their  marriage,  tbey  made  a 
tour  through  Glasgow,  Lochlomond,  and  Stirling,  and 
retumed  to  Edinburgh  about  the  middle  of  November. 

Among  those  who  sent  him  letters  of  congratulation 
were  Mr  Dempster  and  Colonel  Wight.  "  In  the  name 
of  your  friends  at  Dunnîchen,"  writes  the  former,  "  and 
especially  in  ray  own,  I  congratulate  you  on  your  mar- 
riage, and  I  request  you  to  make  my  congratulations 
acceptable  to  Mrs  Bell.  May  every  good  thing  be  the 
fruit  of  your  marriage  !  To  repeat  common-place  com- 
pliments and  wishes  on  the  occasion  would  be  to  rais- 
place  them,  only  I  wish  your  late  excursion  had  been 
to  the  southward,  and  had  terminated  hère.  If  ever 
you  bend  this  way,  you  know  how  welcome  guests  you 
would  prove." 

Colonel  Wight  also  wrote  thus  : — 

"  Ayr,  November  19,  1800. 

"  My  dear  Friend, 

*'  It  is  but  just  now  that  your  return  to  Edinburgh 
lias  been  intimated  to  us.  I  delayed  sending  Mrs 
Wight's  congratulations  and  my  own  to  you  and  Mrs 
Bell  upon  your  nuptials,  until  we  leamt  of  your  return. 
Wo  heard,  through  several  hands,  of  your  having 
appeared  incognito  at  Glasgow,  and  we  had  hopes  that 
you  might  hâve  swept  Ayr  in  your  course.     Mrs  W. 
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and  Mrs  B.  hâve  been  long  acquainted,  and^  I  make  no 
doubt;  will  hâve  much  pleasure  in  meeting  again.  At 
Christmas  we  remove  to  Dumfries,  to  remain  for  at 
least  three  months,  During  that  time  we  trust  you  will 
think  of  a  journey  to  Dumfries  and  Galloway^  and  that 
Mrs  B.  and  you  will  be  our  guests.  You  are  now,  Doc- 
tor^  to  give  us  an  example  how  far  the  attainment  of  the 
things  which^  by  universal  consent^  are  deemed  the 
most  valuable^  are  capable  of  affording  contentment  and 
positive  happiness.  You  are  now  placed  in  your  native 
country,  in  the  midst  of  your  friends^  in  unembarrassed 
affluence,  and  married  to  the  wife  of  your  choice^  aided 
by  science,  and  by  an  ample  acquaintance  with  practical 
manners." 
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CHAPTER  XVIIL 


Présentation  to  Swanage — The  Village  and  some  of  its  Ihliabitants — Intro- 
duction of  the  MadnuB  System  into  Schools  there — Séparation  of  Dr  and 
MrsBeU. 


De  and  Mrs  Bell  continued  in  lodgings  în  Edinburgh 
until  the  middle  of  May  1801,  when  they  went  into 
Galloway,  and  stayed  in  the  neîghbourhood  of  his  pro- 
perty,  and  at  Dumfries,  until  the  Ist  of  September, 
when  they  set  ont  for  London.  Hère  they  remained 
until  late  in  October,  when  they  went  to  Bath. 

During  their  stay  at  Bath,  through  the  interest  of  his 
friend  Mr  MacTaggart,  he  received  and  accepted  the 
offer  of  the  rectory  of  Swanage,  Dorset,  from  the  patron^ 
Mr  Calcraft,  with  whom  he  had  not  been  previously 
acquainted.  Its  value  was  upwards  of  L.600  per 
annum  ;  and  there  was  attached  to  it  the  patronage 
of  the  parish  of  Worth,  of  from  L.160  to  L.200  per 
annum. 

Early  in  December  they  accordingly  quitted  Bath  for 
Swanage,  which  is  distant  about  seventy  miles,  when 
he  took  possession  of  his  preferment,  and  preached  his 
first  sermon  on  Christmas-day. 

Swanage  is  a  village,  famous  for  its  quarries  of  Pur- 
beck  stone,  situate  close  to  the  sea,  at  the  termination 
of  a  pleasant  valley,  and  consists  chiefly  of  one  street. 
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There  are  also  many  detached  hoiises  adjacent  to  the 
village^  which,  with  their  gardens  and  orchards,  tend 
much  to  beautify  the  place. 

The  tower  of  the  church,  which,  though  of  considér- 
able sîze,  îs  not  now  sufficient  for  the  population^  is 
said  to  be  the  most  ancient  building  in  Purbeck,  Corfe- 
Castle  not  excepted. 

From  a  paper,  dated  Aug.  1804,  containinga  rough 
draft  of  Dr  Bell's  answer  to  a  circular  of  queries  to  the 
clergy,  sent  by  the  Bishop  of  Bristol  préviens  to  his 
holding  his  primary  Visitation,  we  find  that  the  parish 
at  that  time  contained  303  families,  amounting  to  1463 
persons;  there  were  three  Roman  CathoUcs  in  the 
parish,  and  about  twenty  Methodists,  who,  however, 
generally  attcnded  church.  Dr  Bell  was  accustomed 
to  say  that  the  inhabitants  of  Swanage  were  an  intel- 
leetual  race,  and  fuU  of  science,  but  that  they  wanted 
cultivation.  They  were  orderly  and  well  disposed,  and 
from  their  insulated  position  preserved  much  of  primi- 
tive simplicity  and  hospitality. 

One  of  his  earliest  duties,  on  coming  to  Swanage,  was 
to  visit  his  parishioners  ;  and  it  will  be  necessary  hère 
to  give  a  brief  account  of  those  whom  he  more  especi- 
ally  noticed,  both  as  showing  his  discrimination  of 
character,  and  as  affording  a  key  to  his  opérations  in 
ihe  parish,  as  well  as  on  account  of  their  connexion 
with  his  subséquent  scholastic  proceedings  dsewhere. 

Among  those  whom  Dr  Bell  fîrst  visited  was  Mr 
Thomas  Manwell,  who  lived  dose  to  the  rectory,  and 
who  was  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  men  in  Swan- 
age^  having  originally  been  a  quarryman.  On  first 
entering  his  house,  Dr  Bell  was  surprised  at  seeing  a 
great  number  of  books  in  the  room,  and  on  expressing 


J 


80  LIFE  OF  DR  BELL. 

his  astonishment  to  Mrs  Manwell^  was  informed  bj  her 
that  "  there  were  ten  times  the  number  up  stairs,"  and 
that  her  husband  had  long  been  in  the  habit  of  spend- 
ing  ail  his  spare  money  in  the  purchase  of  books,  and 
ail  his  leisure  time  in  their  perusal. 

This  person  was  the  son  of  George  Manwell^  quarry- 
man^  whose  history^  and  that  of  some  of  his  aneestors^ 
is  sufficiently  interesting  to  claim  some  notice  hère. 
The  foUowing  account  is  taken  from  a  letter  of  George 
Manwell,  jun.,  tohis  son  Henry,  March  2,  1814 — "  I 
çan  trace  the  family  no  fdrther  back,'*  he  says,  "  than 
to  my  grandfather  on  that  side,  and  but  little  more  on 
my  grandmother's.  Afber  London  was  burnt  some 
years,  and  the  city  began  to  be  rebuilt  and  flourishing, 
there  was  an  uncommon  call  for  Purbeck  stone,  and 
paving  was  sold  at  so  high  a  prioe  as  30s.  per  cwt. 
This,  of  course,  attracted  the  notice  of  the  neighbour- 
hoodround  ;  and  numbers  of  boys  from  différent  parishes, 
at  the  distance  of  twenty  miles,  were  apprenticed  hère 
to  the  stone  trade,  and  premiums  given.  This  increa- 
sed  the  inhabitants  greatly,  and  other  tradesmen  were 
wanting.  Our  grandfather,  Joseph  Manwell,  was  then 
a  young  man,  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  came  to  Swan- 
âge  from  the  parish  of  Stickland,  near  Abbey  Melton, 
and  as  there  was  no  carpenter  in  Swanage,  thought  it 
a  good  opening  for  business.  He  then  married  our 
grandmother,  Elizabeth  Abbot,  youngest  daughter  of 
farmer  Abbot  of  Worth.  Our  great-grandfather  Ab- 
bot was  very  wealthy  for  that  time.  He  gave  ail  his 
children  livings  except  grandmother,  to  whom,  being 
about  to  marry  a  man  intended  for  trade,  he  gave 
£100  for  her  fortune.  This  was  a  capital  sum  in  those 
times,  for  her  father  had  then  carried  twenty-one  bush- 
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els  of  wheat^  great  measure^  from  Worth  to  Pool,  and 
sold  ît  for  forty  shillings.  .  .  .  Father  was  not  one  year 
old  when  his  father  Joseph  died.  The  carpentering  busi- 
ness dropped,  and  his  widow  was  left  with  three  young 
children.  However,  with  the  Kttle  property  she  had, 
and  her  own  industry,  she  bred  them  without  any 
assistance.  Father,  of  course,  under  thèse  circum- 
stances,  had  scarcely  any  éducation,  and  at  the  âge  of 
eleven  was  put  an  apprentice  to  a  quarryman,  with  a 
premium,  by  the  Rev.  Mr  Lewis,  rector  of  Margate, 
who  was,  by  the  best  information  I  can  obtain,  either 
unde  to  grandmother,  or  cousin.  .  .  •  Father  was  a 
man  of  uncommon  strong  memory,  could  easily  hâve 
leamed  any  thing,  but  no  chance  for  improvement,  and 
scarcely,  or  never,  wrote  his  name  till  after  he  was  a  man, 
when  working  in  Pordand  about  Westminster  bridge." 

The  individual  hère  mentioned,  George  Manwell, 
was  the  chief  means  of  introducing  music  into  Swan* 
age  as  a  science,  Httle  or  no  attention  having  been 
previously  paid  to  it.  He  first  learned  the  art  of  sing- 
ing  by  notes  from  a  person  who  had  come  there  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  lessons  in  music;  and  who,  perceiving 
that  Manwell  was  possessed  of  an  excellent  ear,  gave 
him  some  gratuitous  instruction. 

The  knowledge  hehad  thus  acquired  he  was  anxîous 
to  disseminate,  and  under  his  tuition  his  three  sons 
soon  made  great  progress;  he  ako  gave  similar  in- 
struction to  numbers  of  the  young  men  of  the  place, 
and  a  foundation  was  thus  laid  for  that  musical 
knowledge  which  bas  since  been  much  cultivated  in 
Swanage. 

VOL.  II.  F 
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Of  Thomas  Manwell,  the  eldest  son,  often  called  the 
Swanage  philosopher,  it  îs  said  that  he  never  attended 
any  school  after  he  was  eight  years  old,  at  which  time 
he  was  taken  by  his  father  to  the  quarries,  to  leam  the 
stone-cutting  trade.  He  was  of  a  deUcate  constitution, 
and  his  father  percoiving  this,  and  his  great  love  for 
reading,  kindly  supplîed  him  with  a  few  books,  and 
avoidedputting  him  to  the  severer  labours  of  the  quar- 
ries. 

By  the  time  he  was  fourteen  years  of  âge,  he  had 
instructed  himself  fully  in  the  theory  of  navigation,  and 
before  ho  was  seventeen  he  had  constructed  a  sundial 
on  one  side  of  his  father's  house,  and  he  afterwards 
mado  another  for  the  church,  which  still  remaiiis. 

He  continued  to  follow  his  trade  as  a  stone-cutter, 
devoting  ail  his  leisure  moments  to  study,  until  after 
the  French  Révolution,  when  from  the  excellent  dbia- 
racter  he  bore,  and  from  his  scientific  knowledge,  he 
was  appointed  to  the  situation  of  midshipman  under 
the  lieutenant  of  the  signal-post  off  Swanage,  called 
Round  Down,  which  appointment  he  held,  except 
during  the  ten  months'  peace  of  Amiens,  until  after  the 
battle  of  Waterloo,  when  the  signal-posts  were  discon* 
tinued.  The  solitude  of  this  place  was  well  suited  to 
his  habits  and  feelings,  and  the  leisure  which  the  situa- 
tion often  afforded,  gave  him  an  opportunîty  of  follow- 
ing  his  favourite  studios,  which  were  now  botany  and 
astronomy,  although  he  also  paid  much  attention  to 
mathematics,  history,  chemistry,  and  philosophy. 

On  thèse  subjects  he  not  only  studied  but  wrote, 
having  compiled  upwards  of  twenty  volumes  of  différent 
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sizes^  ail  dosely  written  in  imitation  of  printing.  Thèse 
chiefly  consist  of  extracts  from  books  on  philosophy^ 
history,  science^  and  mathematics^  interspersed  Tnth 
his  own  observations. 

The  following  is  the  title  of  a  work  beUeved  by  his 
son  to  be  original: — 

"  The  art  of  Projecting  the  Sphère  in  Plano^  Or- 
thographically  and  Stereographically^  also  the  Con- 
struction of  Maps  and  Planisphères. 

**  To  which  is  added  the  Solution  of  Geographical 
and  Astronomical  Problems^  by  Logarithmical  Calcu- 
lations." 

There  is  also  "  A  History  of  the  Isle  of  Purbeck,  in 
Dorsetshire/' — ^'  An  Account  of  Lulworth  Caôtle  and 
the  Isle  of  Brownsey," — **  The  Arms  and  Généalogies 
of  most  of  the  Proprietors^  compiled  from  Hutchins's 
History  of  the  Gounty  of  Dorset  :  with  some  addi- 
tional  information,  by  T.  Manwell.^  It  appears^ 
indeed,  that  he  had  farnished  Hutchins  himself  with 
some  information;  for  in  his  seconSl  édition  he  makes 
his  acknowledgments  for  the  assistance  Manwell  had 
rendered  him. 

He  had  also  kept  a  regular  diary  of  the  weather^ 
with  many  curions  meteorological  observations,  from 
the  year  1801  to  1821. 

He  appears  to  hâve  been  a  man  of  retiring  habits, 
and  of  a  very  abstracted  tum  of  mind,  passing  much  of 
his  time  alone,  and  avoiding  ail  intercourse  with  any 
but  his  own  &mily  and  most  intimate  frîends.  Even 
when  engaged  in  his  stone-shed  he  rarely  conversed 
with  his  feUow  workmen,  having  few  subjects  of  com« 
mon  interest  with  them,  and  being  unwiUing  to  com- 
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munîcate  hls  knowledge  where  ît  could  not  be  under- 
stood  or  appreciated. 

This  reserve  and  taciturnity,  however,  cntirely  dis- 
appeared  when  he  met  with  men  of  congenial  tastes 
and  habits^  and  this  was  the  case  in  a  remarkable 
degree  in  bis  intercourse  with  bis  two  brotbers,  wbo 
were  also  men  of  no  ordinary  powers  of  mind.  Tbey 
were  in  tbe  babit  of  meeting  occasionally  at  tbe  bouse 
of  one  of  tbe  brothers,  and  bere  tbey  used  to  spend 
bours  in  conversing  on  pbilosopby,  astronomy^  bistory^ 
tbe  arts  and  sciences^  &c.  &c.  ^^  Thomas/'  said  an 
old  lady  wbo  was  well  acquainted  with  bim,  ^*was 
alwaystalking  about  thunder  and  Ugbtningyearthquakes, 
mountains^  éclipses^  (which  he  calculated  with  great 
exactness,)  and  numbers  of  other  matters  which  we 
could  not  understand." 

Had  Manwell  receiyed  a  Uberal  éducation^  and  bad 
better  opportunities  of  pursuing  bis  studios^  he  would 
doubtless  bave  distinguished  himself  in  scientific  pur- 
suits  ;  he  does  not^  bowever^  seem  to  bave  possessed 
much  ambition^  or  indeed  ever  to  bave  wished  to  quit 
bis  native  place. 

Dr  Bell  having  been  struck  with  the  number  and 
subjects  of  the  books  in  Manwell's  house^  became  dési- 
rons of  seeing  the  owner^  and  subsequently  had  much 
intercourse  with  bim  ;  never  failing  to  pay  bim  a  visit^ 
or  ask  bim  to  the  rectory,  whenever  he  came  from  bis 
duties  at  the  signal-post.  On  thèse  occasions^  tbey 
used  to  spend  many  bours  in  conversation  on  pbilo- 
sophical  and  scientific  subjects;  and  Dr  Bell  used 
often  to  say  that  Manwell  possessed  more  actual  know- 
ledge on  the  theoretical^  and^  in  many  instances,  on 
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the  practical  parts  of  philosophy,  than  almost  any  man 
he  ever  knew.* 

Joseph  Manwell,  Thomas  Manwell's  brother,  was 
much  celebrated  in  Swanage  for  his  knowledge  of 
music^  in  which  he  was  eminently  skilled,  considering 
the  few  advantages  of  instruction  he  had  received. 
Having  learned  the  rudiments  from  his  father^  he  soon 
improved  himself  so  far  as  to  become  the  chief  musician 
in  the  place.  He  did  not  himself  play  on  any  instru* 
ment  but  the  violoncello  ;  his  chief  talent  being  in  the 
composition  of  sacred  music.  He  used  to  sélect  from 
a  magazine  or  other  book^  such  pièces  of  poetry  as 
suited  his  purpose^  and  then  composed  the  music  to 
suit  the  words,  which  he  did  with  great  Êtcility.  He 
frequently  composed  tunes  while  at  work  in  the  quar- 
ries^  and  kept  humming  them  till  it  was  time  to  go 
home^  when  he  would  make  ail  possible  haste  to  write 
them  out  while  they  were  fresh  in  his  memory.  It  is 
said  that^  when  very  young^  having  composed  a  carol 
tune^  which  he  was  anxious  should  be  played  at  Swan- 
age^ and  thinking  there  would  be  no  chance  of  its  being 

*  Manwell  died  in  1822,  and  the  epitaph  on  hb  tomb^  in  Swanage 
ehnrchjard,  ig  as  follows: — 

"  Near  this  stone 
Lie  the  earthly  remains  of 
Mb  THOMAS  MANWELL, 
Who,  (nnaaeisted  by  éducation,)  bj  the  strength  of  a  soperior  genins,  and 
nature  for  his  guide»  broke  throngh  the  barrier  to  literature,  and 
acquired  a  deg^ree  of  knowledge  which  might  hâve  ranked  him  with 
the  first  pbilosophers  of  the  âge.    But  being  a  child  of  solitude,  hb 
retired  méditations  were  far  dearer  to  him  than  the  acqmrement  of 
famé:  and  if  Charity,  Humility,  and  Meekness,  with  Faith  in  a 
Bedeemer,  be  Christianity,  he  was  a  perfect  Chrbtian. 

Obiit  4th  February  1822. 
Anno  etatb  70.** 
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ehosen  if  it  were  known  to  be  his^  he  directed  it  to  one 
of  the  singers,  and  sent  it  to  the  post-office  at  Corfe 
Gastle.  It  was  ehosen  and  sung,  and  one  of  the  band 
said  to  Manwell^  '^  Joe^  I  oould  ahnost  hâve  swom  this 
had  been  thy  handwriting,  if  I  had  not  known  bett»." 
It  appears^  however^  that  he  nerer  mentioned  the  cir- 
cumstance  to  any  but  his  own  family. 

There  was  also  another  family  of  quarrymen,  who 
require  to  be  mentioned  hère  on  account  of  their  con- 
nexion with  the  Sunday  school^  in  which^  as  will  be 
eeen,  Dr  Bell  took  much  interest^  as  well  as  from  their 
subsequently  being  employed  as  schoolmasters  under 
the  "New  System.**  Thèse  were  the  Sticklands.  The 
Êkther^  Thomas  Stickland^  was  noted  as  the  most  skilftil 
stone-cutter  in  Swanage^  and  his  work  always  bore  a 
higher  priée  than  that  of  any  other  of  the  quarrymen. 
The  sons,  of  whom  there  were  four,  were,  like  the 
Manwells,  remarkable  for  their  musical  talents,  and 
especially  for  their  powers  of  singing.  One  of  thèse 
sons,  John,  was  master  of  the  Sunday  school  at  the 
time  of  Dr  BelPs  appointment  to  Swanage,  and  of  him 
we  shall  presently  hâve  occasion  to  speak  more  par- 
ticularly. 

The  Sunday  schools,  of  whîch  there  were  two — a 
boys'  and  a  girls'  school — ^had  been  established  chiefly 
by  means  of  Mr  Moreton  Pitt  and  Mr  Everett,  for 
some  time  previous  to  Dr  BelPs  obtainîng  the  living  of 
Swanage.  They  had  not,  however,  met  with  much 
encouragement;  the  original  salary  having  only  been 
£1,  10s.  a-year  for  both  !  This  was  afterwards  raised 
to  £2,  12s.,  and  then  the  subscribers  entirely  fell  off; 
and  John  Stickland,  who  was  tho  master  at  that  time, 
coUected  a  scanty  pittance  as  he  could.     A  Mr  Taylor 
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^nd  his  sister  then  took  some  trouble  about  the  matter^ 
and  from  time  tq  time  raised  small  subscriptions. 
Afterwards  the  churchwardens,  and  the  curate,  Mr 
Gent,  established  a  regular  annual  subscription^  which, 
however,  does  not  appear  to  hâve  exceeded  the  former 
salary;  Mr  and  Mrs  Gent  also  often  afforded  their 
Personal  assistance  in  the  school. 

Much  crédit  is  due  to  Stickland  for  having  perse- 
Tered  in  his  exertions  under  such  discouraging  circum- 
stances.  In  some  cases  he  even  furnished  the  children 
himself  with  books^  &c.,  rather  than  that  they  should 
be  deprived  of  the  means  of  instruction  for  want  of 
thèse  requisites.  He  also  gave  them  many  instructions  in 
sacred  music;  and  this  being  a  relaxation  and  amusement 
to  them^  combined  with  his  kind  and  indulgent  treat- 
ment,  tended  to  attach  them  to  him  in  a  great  degree. 
He  was  a  man  of  a  grave  and  thoughtfîil  tum  of  mind, 
and  of  very  retentive  memory,  having  large  portions  of 
the  Scriptures  bj  heart,  and  almost  aÛ  the  Psalms.  He 
sometimes  officiated  as  clerk,  when  he  rarely  had  occa- 
sion to  refer  to  the  Prayer-book,  and  frequently  closed 
it  altogether. 

Dr  Bell  visited  the  Sunday  school  on  the  first  or 
second  Sunday  after  his  arrivai,  and  from  that  time 
became  a  constant  attendant.  He  seems,  however,  to 
hâve  been  cautions  in  not  too  hastily  broaking  in  upon 
Stickland's  plans  of  éducation,  and  at  first  to  hâve  satis- 
fied  himself  with  going  from  class  to  class,  hearing 
them  their  lessons,  and  asking  them  questions  or  ex- 
plaining  passages,"^  and  to  hâve  waited  till  a  favourable 
opportunity  occurred  for  introducing  his  own  System. 

*  It  is  rdated  by  one  of  those  who  were  then  scholars,  that,  as  Dr  Bell 
was  oue  Sunday  aflernoon  pacîng  up  and  dowu  the  school-room,  obserying 
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When  he  had  been  nearly  a  year  at  Swanage^  the 
peace  of  Amiens  took  place^  and  the.  signal-posts  being 
no  longer  required,  Thomas  Manwell  was  released  firom 
his  duties  there^  and  this  gave  Dr  Bell  an  opportunity 
of  transferring  one  branch  of  the  Sunday  school  (the 
boys)  to  his  and  his  wife's  care  ;  the  girls  still  remain- 
ing  under  Stickland,  as  before. 

As  soon  as  he  had  eflFected  this  division^  which  was 
in  1802,  he  proposed  the  adoption  of  his  "  New  Sys- 
tem" in  both  schools,  conceiving  that  each  would  act 
as  a  stimulus  to  the  other  ;  and  both  Stickland  and 
Manwell  agreeing  to  it,  a  commencement  was  at  once 
made  ;  Dr  Bell  arranging,  at  the  same  time,  that  a 
certain  number  of  the  gentry  of  the  place  should  visit 
the  schools  in  rotation. 

Manwell  did  not  long  hold  this  charge,  being  obHged 
to  résume  his  duties  at  the  signal-post  when  the  war 
again  broke  out;  his  wife  and  family,  however,  con- 
tinued  to  carry  on  the  school. 

Dr  Bell  now  bestowed  much  time  and  attention  on 
the  organization  of  thèse  schools,  although  he  still  pro- 
ceeded  cautiously.  He  first  appointed  monitors  to 
some  of  the  classes,  and  introduced  by  degrees  the 
simpler  practices,  until  in  course  of  time  he  had  esta- 
blished  the  System  as  &r  as  he  then  found  it  practicable. 
This  was  not  done  without  much  trouble,  and  his 
energetic  endeavours  to  make  his  scholars  comprehend 
the  System,  are  still  well  remembered.  He  was  most 
minute  in  his  directions,  and  gave  the  strongest  in- 

what  was  going  on,  and  giving.  his  directions,  the  chîldren*8  attention  was 
more  fixed  on  him  than  on  their  hooks,  which,  not  pleasing  Stickland,  he 
said,  with  a  very  grave  countenance,  ^  Sir,  will  you  be  pleased  to  pitch 
yourself." 
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junctions  not  to  deviate  from  the  laws  he  laid  down. 
'^  He  hammered  it  into  them/'  Stickland  used  to  say^ 
'^  like  a  blacksmith  on  an  anvil." 

In  September  1803  he  thus  speaks  of  his  labours  in 
a  letter  to  Mr  Johnstone^  minister  of  Crossmichael 
parish — *'  Every  minute  of  my  time  since  my  receipt 
of  yours  of  the  lOth,  I  hâve  been  occupied  in  digesting 
and  maturing  the  System  of  Sunday  schools  in  my 
parish.     The  first  eamest  I  had  of .  their  reviving  cré- 
dit^ was  a  subscription  fourfold  what  it  had  been  the 
preceding  year  ;  and  now  it  is  increasing  still  fiirther." 
In  1804  circulars  were  also  sent  to  the  principal  persons 
concemed,  containing  an  account  of  the  progress  the 
schools  had  made^  and  soUciting  their  further  assistance. 
In  the  year  foUowing,  some  changes  took  place  in 
the  arrangements  of  the  schools.   Mrs  Manwell  finding 
the  boys  troublesome,  was  désirons  to  transfer  them  to 
Stickland;  and  to  take  the  girls  under  her  care.     This 
exchange  was  accordingly  made.     Stickland,  however^ 
did  not  long  remain  in  charge,  and  soon  after  ,kept  a 
Sunday  school  of  his  own,  consisting  of  about  thirty^five 
children,  where  he  taught  reading  and  writing^  the  for- 
mer only  being  taught  in  the  original  schools.     The 
exact  cause  of  his  quitting  Dr  Bell's  school  does  not 
appear  ;  but  he  was  doubtless  too  much  prejudiced  in 
faveur  of  the  mode  of  éducation  he  had  always  been 
accustomed  to,  to  adopt  readily  a  new  System,  which 
must  bave  run  so  counter  to  ail  his  former  ideas  on 
the  subject. 

His  successor  was  also  a  quarryman,  Warren  by 
name,  who  had  received  a  better  éducation  than  Stick- 
land, and  was  probably  not  imbued  with  the  same  pré- 
judices.    He  continued  in  charge  of  the  school  until 
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1809,  when  he  was  appointed  to  a  more  important 
scholastic  situation  by  Dr  Bell. 

We  do  not  gather  from  Dr  Bell's  letters  at  this 
time,  that  he  was  on  the  whole  well  satisfied  with  tlie 
progress  he  had  made  in  introducing  his  System  into 
thèse  schools. 

He  seems,  however,  to  hâve  proceeded  more  rapidly 
since  the  change  of  masters.  In  one  of  his  letters,  dated 
Febniary  1806,  he  says — ^'  My  Sunday  schools  improve 
to  my  mind,  since  my  last  change.  The  master  of  the 
boys  has  two  sons,  who  labour  incessantly  with  their 
pupils,  and  my  schoolmistress  goes  on  beyond  expecta- 
tion." 

In  the  foUowing  May  he  writes  again  to  a  friend  on 
the  same  subject  thus — "  I  shall  be  proud  of  yoiu*  Com- 
pany at  the  parsonage  house,  Swanage,  and  of  showing 
you  my  Sunday  schools,  and  what  I  bave  done.  I 
lament  daily  that  this  situation  does  not  admit,  upon 
any  scale  of  example,  the  répétition  of  the  experiment 
made  at  Madras  ;  though  it  has  given  me  an  opportu- 
nity  of  satisfying  others,  as  well  as  myself,  that  nothing 
is  wanted  but  an  appropriate  institution  for  this  pur* 
pose.  Believing,  as  I  do,  that  I  haye  made  a  most 
useful  discovery,  I  long  every  day,  more  and  more,  to 
lend  a  helping  hand  to  forward  what  I  beUeve  will,  in 
length  of  time,  without  my  aid,  estabUsh  itself." 

An  annual  examination  of  the  school  children  was 
held  at  the  rectory  in  September,  when  the  parents, 
and  most  of  the  neighbouring  gentry,  met  there,  and 
the  children  were  regaled  with  tea,  &c.,  on  the  lawn 
before  the  house.  On  thèse  occasions  Dr  Bell  was 
the  busiest  and  most  pleased  of  the  party,  assisting  to 
amuse  the  cliildren  in  every  way,  and  delighted  to  see 
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them-  enjoying  themselves.  His  love  for  chUdren 
neyer  left  him^  and  of  his  kindness  to  them^  when  he 
liras  advanced  in  life,  I  can  personally  speak^  from 
having^  as  a  child^  often  experienced  it. 

The  nomber  of  scholars^  however,  seems  at  one  time 
to  bave  been  temporarily  reduced;  for^  at  the  examina- 
tion  held  in  1804^  the  number  of  children  in  the  two 
schools  amounted  to  183^  being  more  than  one-eighth 
of  the  population  ;  while  in  1807  the  niimber  in  the 
three  schools  was  only  145.  How  the  numbers  came 
to  be  so  reduced  at  this  time  is  extraordinary^  for  the 
schools  still  maintained  their  réputation^  and  on  the 
foUowing  anniversary  were  fuller  than  ever,  there  being 
193  scholars  présent^  including  Stickland's  school. 
This  was  the  last  annirersary  which  Dr  Bell  held 
there^  and  it  is  thus  mentioned  in  a  letter  from  Joseph 
Manwell^  jun.^  to  one  of  his  cousins  : — 

'<  October  9, 1808. 

'*  On  Friday,  the  30th  of  September,  there  was  an 
anniversary  of  the  Sunday  schools  hère  in  Swanage.  It 
consisted  of  seventy-five  boys^  and  one  hundred  and 
seventeen  girls.  In  the  aftemoon  they  assembled  before 
the  Rev.  Dr  Bell's  house^  when  they  received  their 
usual  civility  and  kindness  from  that  benevolent  gentle- 
man. AU  the  gentry^  both  far  and  near^  attended  on 
the  occasion^  and  seemed  very  well  pleased  to  soe  and 
hear  the  children  read  ;  and  I  think  the  people  in  gêne- 
rai bave  more  regard  for  that  laudable  institution  than 


Dr  Bell  also  thus  speaksi  of  the  same  occasion^  in  a 
letter  to  his  friend  Mr  Marriot  : — 
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'*  Swaoage,  October  1, 1808. 

"  Yesterday  was  the  anniversary  of  my  Sunday 
Bchools.  The  day  was  fine,  and  my  green  was  covered 
with  one  hundred  and  ninety-three  chîldren,  ail  well 
dressed,  and  in  perfect  order,  and  the  house  full  of  de- 
lighted  spectators,  adomed  by  my  young  patronesses,  to 
behold  the  wonderful  împrovement  of  the  infant  géné- 
ration. Strange  to  tell,  our  nimibers  of  boys  under 
fourteen,  and  girls  under  twelve,  assembled,  amounted 
to  one-fonrth  of  the  whole  population  of  the  parish. 
Yet  no  clothes,  or  other  inducement  than  '  recti  ctUtus  ' 
is  held  out,  the  cakes,  tea,  and  fruit  dispensed  on  this 
occasion  excepted." 

Little  further  appears  on  the  subject  of  thèse  schools. 
After  the  removal  of  the  master  in  1809,  a  new  one  was 
appointed,  who  remained  there  about  a  year,  when  the 
children  were  again  put  under  the  care  of  their  old 
master,  John  Stickland,  who  continued  in  charge  till 
his  death,  which  occurrcd  in  1813.  He  was  succeeded 
by  his  son  Thomas,  whose  name  appears  in  the  books 
as  master  until  1828. 

We  find  that,  in  1807,  there  were  no  less  than 
thirteen  day-schools  in  the  parish,  in  addition  to  the 
three  Sunday  schools,  so  that  it  certainly  could  not  be 
said  that  Swanage  was  déficient  in  the  opportunities  of 
éducation.  One  of  thèse  schools  requires  a  brief  no- 
tice. It  was  kept  by  a  person  of  the  name  of  Gover, 
who  appears  to  hâve  held  a  variety  of  offices  besides  that 
of  schoolmaster.  He  was  clerk  and  postmaster,  man- 
ager of  the  benefit  club,  attorney,  collecter,  and  account- 
ant,  and,  in  short,  seems  to  hâve  been  one  of  the  most 
useful  individuals  in  the  parish.     The  number  of  his 
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scholars  amounted  to  about  forty-fîve  ;  and  hîs  tîme  was 
8o  much  taken  up  by  his  other  manifold  occupations^ 
that  his  school  was  generally  entrusted  to  the  care  of  a 
mère  boy,  and,  in  conséquence,  was  in  a  most  disorderly 
State. 

Into  this  school  Dr  Bell  made  several  attempts  to  in- 
troduce  his  System,  and,  in  1806,  succeeded  beyond  his 
expectations.  Of  this  he  gives  the  following  account,  in 
a  letter  to  one  of  his  friends  : — 

*'  Siranage,  December  23,  1806. 

'^  About  a  month  ago  I  determined,  at  ail  hazards, 

to  make  the  experiment  hère,  and  never  did  I  see  so 

disorderly  a  school  as  that  in  which  alone  I  had  the 

opportunity  of  trial.     As  ofib  as  the  master  was  absent, 

and  his  avocations  led  him  much  off,  the  scholars  sel- 

dom  read  singly  more  than  one  lesson  a  day,  sometimes 

not  one.     ...     I  set  the  master  (a  man  of  capa- 

city)  to  work,  left  him  a  week  to  himself,  and  found 

things  go  better  than  I  expected.     I  then  set  about 

completing  the  arrangement,  and  looking  a  httle  into 

the  exécution,  and,  enthusiastic  as  I  am,  I  wasastonished 

at  the  event.   My  master  I  knew  well,  and  could  com- 

mand  his  mind  ;  and,  whenever  he  was  at  a  loss,  he 

applied  to  me»     I  know  not  how  to  write  to  you  what 

is  the  conversation  of  ail  hère.     It  is  like  magie  ;  order 

and  regularity  started  up  ail  at  once.     In  half  an  hour 

more  was  leamed,  and  far  better,  than  had  been  donc  the 

whole  day  before.     A  class  which  could  only  get  one 

Une  to  a  lesson  a  fortnight  ago,  now  gets  eight,  and  ail 

say  their  lessons  well,  and  come  on  in  like  proportion. 

The  Itultis  literariits  interests  them.     They  quit  the 

school  at  dismissal  with  reluctance,  and  they  return 
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before  their  time  to  renew  the  compétition.  Sereral 
boys  ardently  exert  themselves  in  the  hope  of  being 
appointed  teachers^  in  the  event  of  the  présent  ones 
being  displaced.  In  a  word^  the  school  astonished  me, 
and,  in  breaking  up  this  day,  I  had  many  reward-books 
to  give  for  désert/'  * 

Afterwards,  when  Dr  Bell's  avocations  called  him 
often  away  from  Swanage,  some  slight  préjudices  seem 
to  hâve  sprung  up  against  the  System,  and  two  or  three 
boys  were  removed  from  this  school  on  that  account. 
Gover,  notwithstanding,  still  persevered  in  his  efforts  ; 
but  we  do  net  find  any  further  accurate  information  on 
this  subject. 

Before  concluding  this  chapter,  I  may  briefly  state 
that  some  unhappy  dissensions  had  arisen  between  Dr 
and  Mrs  Bell,  which  ended  in  the  final  séparation  of 
the  parties  in  April  1806. 

I  hâve  stated,  in  my  préface,  the  reasons  which  hâve 
prevented  me  from  entering  at  length  into  any  domes- 
tic  détails,  and  need  not,  therefore,  repeat  them  hère. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

The  Doctor  vaccinâtes  roany  of  his  Parishioners — Advocates  Mr  Jesty's 
claiin  to  this  DiscoTery — ^The  Manufacture  of  Straw  Plaît  introduced  into 
Swanage— Intercoune  with  his  Parishionersy  &c. 


Another  object  to  which  Dr  Bell  paid  much  atten- 
tion^ soon  afler  his  arrivai  at  Swanage^  was  the  intro- 
duction of  vaccination  among  his  parishioners^  in  place 
of  inoculation.  He  had  seen  something  of  the  effects  of 
inoculation  at  Madras,  and  that,  probably,  paved  the 
way  for  the  interest  he  subsequently  took  in  the  sub- 
ject, 

Somewhat  more  than  a  year  after  Dr  Bell's  appoint- 
ment  to  Swanage^  he  was  called  to  Edinburgh  by  urgent 
business,  which  required  his  and  Mrs  Bell's  présence 
there,  and  on  his  return  he  brought  with  him  some  vac- 
cine matter  ;  but  the  surgeons  of  the  place  being  very 
averse  to  the  introduction  of  this  new  practice,  Dr  Bell 
determined  on  personally  vaccinating  those  of  his  pari- 
shioners who  would  consent  to  it — so  convinced  was  he 
of  its  Buperiority  over  the  dangerous  practice  of  inocu- 
lation, to  which  he  had  himself,  when  a  child,  very  nearly 
fallen  a  victim,  having  been  one  of  the  first  who  under- 
went  that  opération  at  St  Andrew's.  He  accordingly 
enquired  of  Gover  if  he  knew  of  any  healthy  children 
whose  parents  were  likely  to  consent  to  their  being  vac- 
cinated,  and  was  by  him  directed  to  a  person  of  the  name 
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of  Webber,  who  consented  that  her  two  children,  a  boy 
and  a  girl,  should  undergo  the  opération,  wbîch  was  per- 
formed  the  same  day  at  the  rectory — Dr  Bell  vaccina- 
ting  the  boy,  and  Mrs  Bell  the  girL 

Thèse  two  cases  having  tumed  ont  favourably,  a  day 
was  appointed  for  yaccinating  others  firom  them,  and  a 
large  number  attended,  ail  of  whom  were  operated  on 
by  Dr  and  Mrs  Bell.  Thèse  cases  succeeded  so  well, 
that  the  inhabitants  generally  became  désirons  of  expe- 
riencing  the  benefits  of  this  new  preyentive  ;  and  in  the 
course  of  this  spring,  Dr  and  Mrs  Bell  yaccinated  up- 
wards  of  300  persons.  He  used  to  deyote  two  hours 
a-day,  for  two  days  in  the  week,  to  this  object,  besides 
regularly  yisiting  those  who  were  within  his  reach,  to 
mark  their  progress. 

Among  his  patients  was  Thomas  Stickland,  &ther 
to  the  schoolmaster  of  that  name,  whose  horror  of  the 
small-pox  was  so  great,  that,  wheneyer  the  disease  was 
in  the  neighbourhood,  he  used  to  go  away  with  his 
family  untiî  it  ceased.  Notwithstanding  this  précau- 
tion, howeyer,  ail  his  family  had  taken  the  infection 
except  himself.  Dr  Bell  now  urged  him,  although  he 
was  seyenty-eight  years  of  âge,  to  undergo  the  openir- 
tion,  and  at  last  obtained  his  consent/  His  arm  was 
unusually  inflamed,  and  he  was  laid  up  for  more  than 
a  week,  during  which  time  Dr  Bell  yisited  him  daily. 
By  the  great  attention  he  paid  to  his  patients,  and  the 
success  that  had  attended  his  opérations,  he  succeeded 
ultimately  in  eradicating  the  préjudices  which  had  èx- 
isted  against  yaccination. 

On  this  subject,  he  thus  speaks  in  a  letter  to  a  friend  : 
— "  Sunday  the  16th,  (  June  1806,)  I  did  what  wasneyer 
done  before  in  Swanage — ^preached  twice,  and  the  same 
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sermon^  botli  forenbon  and  aiîbemoon^  on  cow-pock. 
The  conséquence  is,  that  I  hâve  now  this  year  vacci- 
nated  211  subjects,  which,  added  to  the  three  former 
years'  list^  make  604  I  hâve  vaccinated.  A  mother  has 
brought  a  second  child  from  Portsmouth,  on  purpose 
for  my  vaccination^  because  the  elder  had  resisted  the 
small-pox  in  every  way,  whom,  being  accidentally  hère, 
I  had  vaccinated  with  my  parishioners  and  neighbours  ; 
for  I  sent  none  away.  Among  other  causes,  I  am 
detained  by  the  vaccination  (brought  on  before  the 
usual  period  by  the  natural  small-pox  breaking  out  in 
the  neighbourhood)  from  returning  to  London  so  soon 
as  I  intended."  And  in  the  course  of  the  next  month 
he  writes — "  I  hâve  now  almost  finished  my  fourth 
annual  vaccination  for  the  cow-pock,  amounting  in  ail 
to  658  subjects,  fi'om  seventy-eight  years  of  âge  to 
twelve  months;  and  hâve  set  old  women,  schoolmis- 
tresses,  &c.,  in  neighbouring  parishes,  inoculating  with 
vaccine  matter.** 

Dr  Bell  had  been  remarkably  fortunate  in  ail  his 
cases  ;  and  few  instances  will  be  found  of  vaccination 
having  been  so  widely  and  successfiilly  practised  by  Bxi 
individual  who  had  not  made  medicine  his  study.  A 
few  years  ago  the  small-pox  was  very  prévalent  at 
Swanage,  and  a  minute  enquiry  was  made  by  the  late 
rector,  Mr  Bartlett,  as  to  whether  any  had  taken  the 
infection  who  had  been  vaccinated,  and  more  espe- 
cially  conceming  those  who  had  been  operated  on  by 
Dr  Bell,  as  being  those  of  longest  standing  ;  and  he 
found  that  there  was  not  a  single  instance  of  an  indi- 
vidual who  had  been  vaccinated  by  Dr  Bell  having 
taken  the  disease. 

Connected  with  the  introduction  of  vaccination  into 
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Swanage,  are  some  curions  partîculars  respecting  a 
farmer  of  the  name  of  Benjamin  Jesty,  who,  it  appears, 
had  discovered  and  practised  yaccination  préviens  to 
Dr  Jenner.  Jesty,  who  was  a  plain  farmer  of  ordinary 
éducation^  with  no  pretensions  to  skill  in  any  thing  but 
his  own  agricultural  occupations,  held  at  one  time  an 
extensive  farm  at  Yetminster,  in  Dorset,  and  carried  on 
a  large  business  by  sendîng  cattle  to  the  London  mar-- 
ket.  He  subsequently  removed  to  the  farm  of  Down- 
shay,  belonging  to  Mr  Galcraft,  and  situated  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Swanage.  Dr  Bell  had  not  been 
long  there  before  he  became  acquainted  with  Jesty, 
who,  finding  the  practice  of  vaccination  was  then  mak- 
ing  much  noise  in  the  world,  became  anxîous  to  make 
his  claims  to  the  original  discovery  known  ;  and  ac- 
cordingly  gave  Dr  Bell  an  account  of  his  proceedirigs, 
at  the  same  time  representing  that  he  thought  himself 
entitled  to  some  reward  as  well  as  Jeûner.  Dr  Bell 
was  much  struck  with  his  narrative,  and  drew  up  the 
foUowing  paper  on  the  subject,  teUing  Jesty  at  the  same 
time,  that  he  was  afraid  he  was  too  late  in  making  his 
claim,  as  he  had  not  made  his  discovery  known  at  the 
time,  or  foUowed  it  up  beyond  his  own  family. 


"  Ofthe  Vaccine  Inoculation,  as  performed  thirty 
years  ago. 

"  l8t  AugTUt  1803. 

"  The  inoculation  with  vaccine  matter,  as  taught  by 
Dr  Jenner,  and  diflused  over  the  globe  by  the  ability, 
industry,  and  well-directed  exertions  of  that  great  bene- 
factor  of  the  human  race,  now  rests  on  such  universal 
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expérience,  as  might  seem  to  require  no  fîirther  support 
or  illustration.  Sir  Isaac  Newton^  Dr  Franklin^  Mon- 
sieur  Lavoisier^  (or,  if  you  choose,  rather  Dr  Black,) 
and  Hanrey,  could  not,  in  the  same  short  period,  boast 
of  equal  sucoess  in  the  spread  of  their  respective  disco- 
veries.  Still,  however,  there  are  some  who  question 
the  efficacy  of  vaccination  as  a  préventive  of  the  small- 
pox. 

*'  After  I  had  last  spring,  by  way  of  introducing 
(for  that  was  ail  I  proposed  in  the  first  instance) 
the  practice  into  this  peninsula,  inoeulated  with  vac- 
cine matter,  which  I  brought  from  a  distance  of  five 
hundred  miles,  upwards  of  three  hundred  persons, 
men,  women,  and  children,  in  my  însulated  parish 
and  neighbourhood,  (isle  of  Purbeck,)  where  the  Visi- 
tation of  the  small-pox  is  a  étranger,  having  only  occur- 
red  twice  in  forty  years,  once  by  infection  and  once  by 
inoculation,  I  hâve  the  mortification  to  find  that  the 
efficacy  of  this  disorder  is  still  disputed,  and  that 
parents  still  décline  to  submit  their  children  to  this 
simple  opération.  Ëven  learned  and  able  physicians 
hâve  argued  that  Dr  Jenner's  discovery  is  not  of  suffi- 
cient  standing,  to  establish  that  the  vaccine  inoculation 
is  a  security  against  the  variolous  infection  for  a  longer 
period  than  his  practice  extends. 

^  It  may  not,  therefore,  be  altogether  useless  to  bring 
forward  a  iact,  which,  in  an  earlier  stage  of  Dr  Jenner's 
practice,  would  (liad  it  been  known  to  him)  hâve  given 
vreight  to  his  doctrines,  and  which  still,  perhaps,  may 
be  thought  not  unworthy  of  a  place  in  the  history  of 
the  cow-pox.  If  it  should  hâve  any  influence  with 
those  parents  who  décline  the  offer  made  to  them  of 
having  their  children  vaccinated,  my  object  is  attained  ; 
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and  let  Mr  Jesty  hâve  tliat  sliare  of  crédit  (whatever 
it  may  be)  which  attaches  to  his  bold  and  successful 
experiment. 

*^  In  the  spring  of  the  year  1774,  farmer  Benjamin 
Jesty,  then  of  Yetminster,  Dorset,  now  of  Downshay, 
isle  of  Purbeck,  inoculated  with  vaccine  matter  his  wife* 
and  two  sons,  Robert  and  Benjamin,  of  three  and  two 
years  of  âge,  and  ail  three  novr  alive,  Mrs  Jesty  was 
inoculated  in  the  ann  under  the  elbow  ;  her  sons  above 
the  elbow.  The  incision  was  made  with  a  needle,  and 
the  virus  taken  on  the  spot  from  the  cows  of  farmer 
Elford  of  Chittenhall,  whither  Mr  Jesty  carried  his 
family  for  that  purpose.  The  sons  had  the  disorder  in 
a  favourable  way  :  but  Mrs  Jesty's  arm  was  much  in- 
flamed  ;  and  the  boldness  and  novelty  of  the  attempt 
prodiiced  no  small  alarm  in  the  family,  and  no  small 
sensation  in  the  neighbourhood. 

'^  Fifteen  years  afterwards,  (1789,)  the  sons  were 
inoculated  for  the  small-pox  by  Mr  Trowbridge,  sur- 
geon of  Cerne  Abbas,  along  with  others  who  had  not 
had  the  cow-pox.  The  arms  of  the  former  inflamed^ 
but  the  inflammation  soon  subsided,  and  no  fever  or 
other  variolous  symptom  was  observable:  the  latter 
went  through  the  fever  éruption  and  usual  course  of 
the  inoculated  small-pox.  Mrs  Jesty  and  the  two  sons 
hâve  often  since  been  exposed  to  the  variolous  con- 
tagion. 

"  It  may  be  enquired  by  the  future  histôrian  of  the 
cow-pox,  what  led  to  this  early  essay  of  introducing 
the  vaccine  virus  into  the  human  frame  ?  and  how  it 
happened  that  this  successful  attempt  feU  still-bom 

♦  He  is  said  to  hâve  had  the  infection  himself,  by  casually  takîng  it  from 
the  cows  before  this. 
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from  the  cow  ?  Mr  Jesty's  relation  is  to  this  ef- 
fect: — 

"  When  the  small-pox  raged  in  the  vicinity,  and 
inoculation  was  introduced  into  the  village,  (Yetmin- 
ster,)  alarmed  for  the  safety  of  his  family,  he  bethought 
himself  of  this  expédient.  There  had  been  in  his  family 
two  maid-servants,  Ann  Notley  and  Mary  Read,  who, 
after  having  the  disorder  from  the  cows,  and  knowing 
this  to  be  a  préventive  of  the  small-pox,  had  attended, 
the  one  her  brother,  the  other  her  nephew,  in  the 
natural  small-pox,  without  taking  the  infection.  This 
circumstance  led  Mr  Jesty  to  communicate  by  inocula- 
tion the  disorder  of  the  cows  to  his  family*  For  this 
purpose  he  carried  them  to  the  field  of  a  neighbouring 
farm,  and,  as  has  been  related,  performed  the  opération 
on  the  spot. 

^*  To  the  other  question,  how  did  it  happen  that  this 
discovery  expired  at  its  birth,  a  ready  solution  will  be 
found  in  the  character  of  the  ingénions  farmer,  whose 
pursuits  were  widely  différent  from  those  of  medicine, 
or  literature,  or  science,  and  in  the  natural  préjudice  of 
mankind,  strengthened  by  the  alarm  which  the  inflam- 
mation of  Mrs  Jesty's  arm  had  excited.  To  such  a 
height  was  this  préjudice  carried,  that  a  neighbouring 
surgeon,  whose  name  I  hâve  not  been  aWe  to  learn, 
had  almost  lost  his  practice  from  the  bare  proposai  of 
foUowing  up  Mr  Jesty's  bold  and  successftil  experi- 
ment. 

"  With  those  who  objected  to  introducîng  a  bestial 
disorder  into  the  human  frame,  aheady  liable  to  so 
many  diseases,  the  farmer  has  been  often  heard  to  say 
that  he  argued  after  this  manner  : — 

'^  For  his  part  he  preferred  taking  infection  from  an 
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innocuoug  animal,  like  a  cow,  subject  to  so  hw  disor^ 
ders^  to  taking  it  from  the  human  bodj^  liable  to  so 
many  and  such  diseases  ;  and  that  he  had  expérience 
on  his  side,  as  tbe  casual  cow-pox  wafi  aot  attended 
with  danger  like  the  variolous  infection;  and  tbat^ 
beside,  there  appeared  to  him  little  risk  in  inl^odueîng 
into  the  human  constitution  matter  from  the  cow,  as 
we  alreadj,  without  danger,  eat  the  flesh  and  blood^ 
drink  the  milk,  and  cover  ourselves  with  the  skin  of 
this  innocuous  animal/' 

This  paper  was  some  time  afterwards  transmitted 
to  the  Jennerian  Society;  and  a  oopy  was  also  for«- 
warded,  at  the  same  time,  to  the  Rigbt  Honourable 
George  Rose.  In  a  note  which  accompanied  the  lat- 
ter,  Dr  Bell  says,  ^*  If  you  think  it  worth  the  previous 
notice  of  your  friends,  Mr  Pitt,  Sir  H,  Mildmay,  &c., 
or  of  being  otherwise  disposed  of,  you  hâve  my  leave. 
I  hâve  many  apologies  to  offer  for  obtruding  upon  you 
at  this  time  ;  but  as  this  afiair  bas  long  lain  dormant^ 
and  is  now  to  be  forwarded  to  the  R.  J.  S.,  I  am  ex»- 
ceedingly  désirons  of  presenting  to  you  this  simulta^ 
neous  communication," 

An  answer  was  immediately  received  from  the  se- 
cretary  of  the  Jenn^ian  Society,  stating  ^^  that  he  had 
received  Dr  BelPs  very  interesting  paper  of  the  yaccine 
inoculation,  and  that  he  should  hare  an  opportunity  of 
laying  it  before  the  two  boards  at  their  meeting  on  the 
following  evening/*  He  also  sent  him  a  copy  of  the 
pamphlet  of  the  society,  and  gave  him  his  address,  '^  in 
case  he  should  hâve  occasion  to  honour  him  with  any 
further  communication."  Mr  Rose  also  wrote,  express»- 
ing  great  interest  in  Dr  Bell's  communication. 
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At  the  txme  Dr  Bell  âiew  up  this  document,  he  had 
not  Been  Dr  Pearson's  pamphlet,  in  which  Mr  Jesty's 
name  had  already  been  mentioned.  It  fell  into  his 
hands,  bowever,  shortly  afterwards,  when  he  thus  wrote 
to  the  secretarj  oi  the  Jennerian  Society  : — 

<<  Central  Hoiue,  Salîsbury  Square,  July  7,  1804. 

«Sir, 

"  In  Dr  Pearaon's  pamphlet,  which  has  just  been 
put  into  my  hands,  I  read  aa  foUows  : — ^  Mr  Justins,'  (a 
mistake  for  Jesty,)  ^  a  farmer  at  Yetminster,  in  Dorset, 
inoculated  his  wife  and  family  with  matter  taken  from 
the  teat  of  a  cow  that  had  the  cow-pox.  In  about  a 
week  from  the  time  of  inoculation,  their  arms  were 
very  much  inflamed  :  the  patients  were  very  ill,  and 
the  man  was  so  much  alarmed  as  to  call  in  médical 
assistance — (Mr  Read  of  Cerne.)  The  patients  soon 
got  well  ;  and  they  bave  since  been  inoculated  for  the 
small-poz  by  Mr  Trowbridge  of  Cerne,  but  without 
effect. 

«  '  I  cannot  înform  you  at  what  period  Mr  Justins 
inoculated  his  family,  but  I  hâve  no  doubt  it  was  pre« 
tIous  to  Dr  Jenner's  practice. 

"  *  The  £sLrmer  alluded  to  in  Mr  Pultney's  letter  to 
you^  who  inoculated  his  wife  and  children  with  matter 
taken  firom  a  cow,  and  the  person  mentioned  in  Mr 
Drew's  letter,  riz.  Mr  Justins,  is  the  same  person» 
Both  Mr  Pultney's  and  Mr  Drew's  intelligence  came 
from  me.  I  am  not  certain  at  this  time  as  to  the  year, 
but  believe  it  was  on  or  before  the  year  1786.  The 
farmer  is  still  living,  of  whom  I  can  haye  the  par- 
tîculars. 

^'*  In  a  subséquent  letter  to  Dr  Pearson,  dated 
Chattle,  June  15, 1802,  Mr  Dolling  informed  liim  that 
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Mr  Benjamin  Jesty  (not  Justins)  performed  the  ino- 
culation above  mentioned  as  early  as  1774:^'*'  and  he  is 
etill  living. 

"  ^  I  know  a  médical  man  in  this  country  who  was 
greatly  injured  in  his  practice  by  a  préjudice  raised 
against  him^  long  ago^  for  his  intention  of  substituting 
the  cow-pox  for  the  small-pox/ 

^'  Thèse  extracts,  had  I  seen  Dr  Pearson's  pamphlet^ 
ehould  hâve  preceded  the  statement  which  I  forwarded 
to  you  in  my  late  letter  ;  and  you  will,  perhaps,  agrée 
with  me  in  opinion,  that  they  should  still  be  subjoined 
in  a  note.  The  facts  which  I  hâve  detailed  were  com- 
municated  to  me  by  the  parties  themselves,  and  their 
accuracy  may  be  depended  on." 

Mr  Banks,  also,  the  member  for  Corfe  Castle,  wrote 
to  Dr  Bell  as  follows  on  the  same  subject  : — 

«  October  16,  1804. 

''  Sir, 

"  A  fact,  relating  to  a  farmer  in  Dorsetshire, 
which  I  take  to  be  the  same  that  is  mentioned  in  the 
enclosed  papers,f  was  given  in  évidence  before  the 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Gommons,  to  whom  Dr 
Jenner's  pétition  was  referred,  and,  if  I  am  not  mis- 
taken,  was  printed  in  their  report.  There  was,  I  am 
sure,  abundant  proof  of  the  disorder  being  known,  and 
of  its  préventive  power,  long  before  Dr  Jenner's  name 
was  heard  ;  nor  at  this  moment  do  those  who  continue 
to  doubt  the  complète  efficacy  of  the  cow-pock,  deny 
its  success  in  innumerable  instances." 

The  resuit  of  Dr  Bell's  communication  to  the  Jen- 

*  Dr  Jenner  is  said  first  to  hâve  cansidered  the  subject  in  1775,  but  it 
liras  not  unti]  1796  that  he  made  his  first  experi^ent. 
t  Dr  Bell*8  statement. 
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nerian  Society  vrus,  that  they  became  anxious  to  see 
Mr  Jesty^  and  in  the  same  year  application  was  made 
to  him  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  him  to  go  up  to 
London;  but  being  apprehensive  of  an  attack  of  gout^ 
to  which  he  was  subject^  he  declined  undertaking  the 
joumey  at  that  time.  In  the  course  of  the  next  year 
the  foUowing  letter  was  addressed  to  him  by  the  secre- 
tary  of  the  society  :— 

*'  LondoD,  Jiilj  25,  1805. 

^'Sir, 

'*  I  am  desired  by  the  médical  establishment  of 
this  institution  to  propose  to  you,  that — ^provided  you 
wîll  come  to  town  at  your  own  convenience,  but  as 
soon  as  possible,  to  stay  not  longer  than  five  days, 
(^unless  you  désire  it,)  for  the  purpose  of  taking  your 
portrait  as  the  earUest  inoculator  for  cow-pock,  at  the 
expense  of  the  institution — ^you  will  receive  fifteen 
guineas  for  your  expenses,  and  the  members  of  the 
establishment  will  be  happy  to  show  you  any  civility 
during  your  stay  in  London,  on  which  account  it  is 
hoped  you  will  be  put  to  little  or  no  expense.  I  hâve 
the  honour  to  remain,  Sir,  your  obedient  humble  ser- 
vant, 

"  Will.  Sancho." 

This  invitation  Mr  Jesty  accepted  ;  and  accordingly 
went  to  London,  taking  with  him  his  son  Robert,  who 
had  been  vaccinated  in  1774.  They  met  with  great 
attention  from  the  members  of  the  society,  who  were 
much  amused  with  Jesty's  manners  and  appearance. 
Before  he  left  home  his  family  tried  to  induce  him  to 
attire  himself  somewhat  more  fashionably,  but  without 
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effect.  '^  He  did  not  see,"  h©  said,  '^  why  he  should 
dress  better  in  London  thau  in  the  csountry/'  knd 
accordingly  wore  bis  ueual  dresg,  which  was  peculiarly 
old-fashioned.  In  order  to  prove  their  statement,  Mr 
Robert  Jesty  willingly  consented  to  be  inoculated  for  the 
small-pox^  and  bis  fatber  for  the  cow-pock^  but  neither 
took  effect.  Mr  Jesty  was  presented  with  a  pair  of  very 
handsome  gold-mounted  lancets^  and  his  portrait  waa 
also  taken  by  Mr  Sharp  ;  but  he  proved  an  impatient 
sitter,  and  could  only  be  kept  quiet  by  Mrs  Sharp's 
playing  to  him  on  the  piano. 

This  portrait,  from  which  an  engraving  was  taken^ 
was  exhibited  at  Somerset  House^  and  afterwards 
placed  for  some  time  in  the  Vaccine  Institution.  It 
then  feli  into  Dr  Pearson's  hands,  and  opi  his  death 
came  to  his  son-în4aw,  who,  finding  that  Jesty's  famîly 
were  anxious  to  possess  it^  presented  it  to  Robert  Jesty, 
and  it  is  now  in  the  possession  of  his  widow  at  Wraxal 
House,  near  Maiden  Newton. 

A  testimonial^  which  is  still  in  the  possession  of  thç 
family^  was  also  drawn  up  and  signed  by  the  members 
of  the  Society^  attesting  the  fact  of  Jesty's  having  dis- 
covered  and  practised  vaccination  in  1774  ;  and  of  its 
efficacy  in  his  and  his  sons'  case  having  beep  proved 
by  their  fréquent  exposure  to  infection,  and  by  their 
having  undergone  inoculation  for  the  small-pox  with 
perfect  impunity. 

Jest/s  visit  to  London  had  satîsfactorily  estabjished 
his  claim  a»  the  earliest  disçoverer  of  vaccination. 
But  h^re  the  matter  ended  j  hor  does  he  at  that  time 
appear  to  bave  pressed  his  application  for  a  pecuniary 
récompense.     In  the  year  following,  however,  he  wrote 
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to  Mr  Pearson  on  thk  subject^  who  communicated  hh 
lettor  to  the  members  of  the  institution^  in  answer  to 
which  the  eecretary  wrote  to  Jesty,  stating  that  they 
would  endeavour  to  promote  his  riews,  but  that  they 
feared  it  wag  very  improbable  that  any  guch  reward 
could  be  obtained.  On  this  he  appears  to  hâve  given 
up  ail  expectation  on  the  Bubject^  and  indeed  his  cir- 
eumstancee  were  such  as  to  ^end^r  it  a  matter  of  little 
importance  to  him» 

On  his  tombetone  is  the  foUowing  inscription  :— 

•«  SACRED 

To  the  Memory  of  Benjamin  Jebtt,  (of  Downshay,) 

Who  departed  this  lifc,  16th  April  1816, 

Aged  79  years, 

Me  WBS  bom  «t  Tetininsier  in  this  coiintj,  and  was  an  upright,  honest 
m«n«  partieularly  noted  for  haviog  been  the  first  person  (known)  who 
introduced  the  Cow-pox  by  inoculation,  and  who,  from  his  great 
strength  of  mind,  made  the  eiperiment  from  the  cow  on  his  wife  and 
two  9on8,  ift  the  year  1774." 

His  second  son^  Mr  Benjamin  Jesty^  was  also  an 
enthusiast  in  the  same  cause.  In  1809  he  vaccinated 
great  nnmbers^  and  kept  a  regular  register  of  the  names 
of  the  individuals^  and  of  the  progress  of  the  disorder 
in  eack 

The  two  eldest  sons  are  dead  ;  but  the  rest  of  the 
family  now  réside  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dorchester^ 
and  are  ail  in  flourishing  circumstances»  holding  some 
of  the  largest  faxmB  in  the  county. 

We  mnst  now  retum  to  an  early  period  of  Dr  Bell's 
résidence  in  Swanage^  in  order  to  notice  the  introduc- 
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tion,  through  his  means,  of  the  manufacture  of  straw- 
plait^  which  has  since  afForded  employaient  to  a  large 
portion  of  the  female  inhabitants  there^  and  has  proved 
a  considérable  source  of  émolument. 

This  manufactmre  was  introduced  into  the  town  of 
Christchurch,  Hauts,  in  the  year  1803,  under  the  ex- 
pectation  that  it  would  materially  assist  the  parish  in 
reducing  the  poor-rates,  which  were  then  very  heavy. 
A  Mr  Millard,  of  London,  had  been  engaged  to  give 
instruction  in  this  art,  and  a  small  training  establish- 
ment was  formed  for  the  purpose.  It  was  also  set  on 
foot  in  the  parish  of  Wyke,  near  Weymouth.  Thèse 
attempts  became  the  subje^ct  of  conversation  in  the 
neighbourhood  ;  and  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Swan- 
age,  Dr  Bell  especially,  became  anxious  to  foUow  the 
example  thus  set  them.  There  seems,  however,  to 
hâve  been  much  difficulty  at  the  outset,  and  the  object 
was  ultimately  accomplished  by  a  curions  train  of  acci- 
dentai circumstances,  which  merit  a  brief  notice  hère. 

The  two  daughters  of  Mr  Cole,  stone-merchant  of 
Swanage,  hearing  this  manufacture  taJked  about,  be- 
came very  desirous  of  making  bonnets  for  themselves  ; 
and  accordingly,  having  pulled  an  old  one  to  pièces^ 
and  examined  the  fabric,  set  to  work  with  ail  possible 
industiy.  Their  first  attempt  was  made  with  common 
threshed  straw  ;  but  this  not  answering  their  expecta- 
tions,  they  procured  some  proper  straw  from  London, 
and  a  machine  for  splitting  it,  and  renewed  their  labours. 
About  this  time  Dr  Bell  happened  to  call,  and  sur- 
prised  the  young  ladies  at  their  work,  which  they  had 
been  desirous  of  keeping  a  secret.  He  was  highly 
delighted  with  their  skill  and  persévérance,  and  carried 
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off  a  portion  to  show  to  some  friends,  and  to  Mrs  Bell 
and  his  sister^  who  was  then  with  him. 

An  attempt  had  been  just  then  made  by  the  com- 
mittee  for  managing  the  affairs  of  the  parish^  to  hâve 
some  of  the  children  instructed  in  this  art  by  the  same 
person  who  was  employed  for  thatpurpose  at  Christ- 
church.  His  terms^  however,  were  too  high,  and  the  mat- 
ter  seemed  likely  to  fall  to  the  groiind,  when  Mr  Cole 
proposed  to  the  committee^  that  if  they  would  place  the 
parish  children  under  the  tuition  of  his  daughters,  allow- 
ing  sixpence  a-week  for  each  child^  and  their  work  for 
three  months^  he  would  hâve  them  properly  instructed 
in  the  business. 

This  proposai  was  accepted^  and  the  Misses  Cole 
were  placed  at  Wyke,  where  they  applied  themselves 
so  diligendy  to  the  art,  that  they  soon  returned  to  Swan- 
âge,  having  made  themselves  well  acquainted  with  it. 

They  immediately  opened  a  school  in  their  father's 
bouse,  and  twelve  children  were  at  once  placed  under 
their  care  :  afiber  which  Dr  Bell  commenced  organizing 
this  infant  establishment  on  the  Madras  System.  For 
this  purpose  he  visited  the  school  almost  daily,  and  his 
instructions  met  with  ready  attention  and  prompt  ftilfil- 
ment  from  the  Misses  Cole. 

He  soon  succeeded  in  regularly  arranging  the  scho- 
lars,  according  to  the  quantity  and  quality  of  their 
work,  and  appointed  monitors  to  each  class,  the  number 
now  amounting  to  thirty.  The  first  part  of  each  day 
was  devoted  to  instructing  the  children  in  reading, 
writing,  &c.,  and  the  remainder  to  the  primary  object 
of  the  school. 

One  of  the  sisters,  unhappily,  soon  after  died,  and 
the  other  continued  to  carry  on  the  school  alone.     It 
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now  occurred  to  Dr  Bell^  that  th6  utility  o^  the  esta- 
blishment might  be  increased  by  a  nefw  arrangement  of 
the  terms  of  admission  ;  and  he  suggested  to  Mids  Cole^ 
that  it  might  answer  to  her  to  instruct  the  chîldren  with^ 
ont  rémunération,  under  the  condition  of  theîr  remain- 
ing  for  a  longer  time  with  her,  and  placing  their  work 
at  her  disposai. 

This  was  agreed  to,  and  Dr  Bell,  with  sereral  otheif 
of  the  inhabitants,  went  about,  urging  the  parents  to 
send  their  children.  The  school,  in  conséquence,  in* 
creased  at  once  to  nearly  ninety,  and  Dr  Bell's  labours 
in  organizing  it  were  renewed.  He  visited  it  daily,  and 
took  such  interest  in  the  manufacture,  that,  on  going  tO 
London,  he  made  enquiries  from  différent  dealers  in 
straw-plait,  and  brought  back  many  pattems  for  the  use 
of  the  school.  He  was  also  the  first  person  in  the  parish 
who  set  the  fashion  of  wearing  a  straw  bat,  which  at  first 
Gxcited  much  notice.  The  custom,  however,  was  soon 
foUowed  by  others  in  great  numbers. 

Miss  Cole,  who  was  obliged  to  give  up  the  school 
from  ill  health,  subsequently  married  Mr  James  Stick* 
land,  stone-mason  ;  and  as  his  business  required  him  to 
move  about  a  great  deal,  she  extended  the  sale  to  many 
of  the  surrounding  towns.  In  1822,  however,  Mr  and 
Mrs  Stickland  permanently  took  up  their  résidence  at 
Swanage,  where  she  still  résides.  From  that  time  the 
demand  for  this  manufacture  continued  to  increase  ;  and 
it  is  said  that  from  4000  to  6000  bonnets  bave  been 
annually  sold,and  plait  sufficient  for  from  8000  to  10,000 
more. 

Previous  to  the  introduction  of  this  manufacture, 
knitting  seems  to  hâve  been  the  chief  employment  of 
the  female  part  of  the  population.     There  were  schook 
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where  knitting  was  taiight^  and  numbers  of  stockingB 
were  annually  disposed  of.  The  introduction  of  straw- 
plait^  however,  completely  annihilated  knitting,  and, 
being  a  much  more  profitable  occupation,  soon  found  its 
way  into  almost  eyer j  house  in  the  village,  and  the  trade 
vrM  rapidly  extended  to  ail  the  neighbouring  places. 
Many  bonnets  were  also  exported  to  Newfoundland, 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Madras,  Calcutta,  &c. 

In  many  ways  this  manufacture  bas  materially  bene- 
fited  the  inhabitants  of  Swanage  ;  unfortunately,  how- 
ever, the  persons  who  take  the  goods  off  their  hands  in 
the  first  instance,  rarely  pay  them  in  money,  preferring 
to  give  in  exchange  clothing,  &c.  This  barter  is  much 
to  their  disadvantage.  Their  health  is  also  injured  by 
the  sedentary  nature  of  their  employment  ;  and,  as  their 
hands  must  not  be  hardened  by  work,  they  are  precluded 
from  attending  properly  to  their  domestic  concems. 

There  were  many  other  objects,  in  addition  to  thèse 
that  bave  been  now  described  at  some  length,  in  which 
Dr  Bell  interested  himself.  Some  of  thèse  may  be 
briefly  mentioned  hère,  not  so  much  from  their  pos- 
sessing  any  intrinsic  importance,  but  as  tending  to 
throw  light  on  the  character  of  bis  mind,  and  as  proving 
how  constantly  he  employed  himself  in  whatever  be 
thought  would  benefit  his  parishioners. 

There  was  a  firiendly  society  estabUshed  in  Swanage 
préviens  to  Dr  Bell's  arrivai,  and  in  the  year  after  his 
appointment  he  preached  their  annual  sermon,  a  copy 
of  which  he  sent  to  Mr  Rose,  who,  it  appears,  had  been 
the  originator  of  thèse  societies.  On  this  subject  Dr 
Bell  thus  writes  to  him  some  time  afterwards — "As 
the  founder  and  patron  of  the  friendly  societies  dis- 
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persed  ovcr  the  kîngdom,  independently  of  the  înterést 
which  you  took  in  the  Swanage  society,  indebted  to 
you  for  the  benefits  which  they  derived  from  your  pub- 
lications, communicated  through  my  hands^  you  will 
not  be  displeased  to  learn  that  the  society  now  consista 
of  two  hundred  and  sixty-five  members,  and  increases 
daily  ;  and  that  their  fands  now  amount  to  £2400 
three  pqr  cent  consols,  and  £201  cash^  which  I  hâve 
recommended  to  be  immediately  invested  in  the  funds 
also."  To  this  Mr  Rose  says  in  his  answer — '^  I 
rejoice  very  sincerely  in  the  success  of  your  society, 
and  I  am  sure  you  will  hear  with  pleasure  that  there 
are  now,  in  England  only,  upwards  of  880,000  mem- 
bers  of  similar  ones,  maie  and  female  ;  and,  prevîous  to 
the  passing  the  act  which  I  framed  and  brought  in, 
there  were  not  100,000,  according  to  the  best  informa- 
tion  that  could  be  obtained." 

In  1806  this  society  contained  306  members,  and 
their  funds  amounted  to  £3000.  On  Whit-Tuesday  in 
this  year  Dr  Bell  preached  a  sermon  for  them,  and  after- 
wards  a  deputation  presented  a  short  address  to  him, 
thanking  him  for  the  interest  he  had  always  taken  in 
their  wolfare,  and  especiaJly  "  for  his  gênerons  offer  of 
assisting  them  in  any  case  of  difficulty." 

To  his  conscientious  and  zealous  performance  of  his 
duties  as  a  parish  priest,  his  parishioners  bear  wiUing 
and  ample  testimony.  He  was  constant  in  his  attend- 
ance  on  the  sick,  and  on  ail  occasions  kept  up  the  most 
friendly  intercourse  with  his  parishioners,  visiting  fre- 
quently  the  poorer  classes,  and  interesting  himself  both 
in  their  spiritual  and  temporal  welfare*  He  was  also 
bountiftxl  in  his  charities,  enquiring  particularly  after  the 
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wants  of  the  poorer  members  ôf  his  flock^  and  supplying 
them  with  a  libéral  hand. 

One  of  hîs  parîshioners,  an  old  man  of  eighty-four, 
thus  spoke  of  him  in  1838^  after  passing  a  high  eulo- 
gium  on  bis  gênerai  character,  and  bearing  witness  to 
the  reformation  he  had  worked  in  many  respects  in  the 
parish.  '^  You  may,"  said  he,  "  travel  far  and  riear 
without  finding  bis  equal  ;  it  is  true  he  wa^  irritable 
and  passionate  in  bis  temper,  but  there  are  none  with- 
out their  faults.  .  .  .  We  are  ail,"  he  went  on  to  say, 
*'  made  up  of  a  compound  matter — earth,  air,  fire,  and 
water — and  Dr  Bell  had  certainly  more  of  thé  fire 
than  of  the  other  ingrédients  in  bis  composition.  But 
if  the  blaze  was  larger  and  more  fierce,  it  was  sooner 
over  ;  and  people  of  this  description  are  more  loving, 
and  bave  better  and  warmer  hearts,  than  generally 
fells  to  the  lot  of  others.  Those  in  whom  air  prepon- 
derates  are  apt  to  be  flighty — ^those  having  too  much 
water  are  easily  excited  to  weeping.  They  shed  tears 
as  soon  as  you  speak  of  any  thing  touching  ;  but  on 
those  having  too  much  earth,  you  can  make  little  or  no 
impression.'^  This  old  man's  ludicrous  theory  was  cor- 
rect as  regards  Dr  BeU,  whose  temper,  though  some- 
what  fiery,  does  not  seem  to  bave  prevented  many  of 
those  with  whom  he  associated  from  becoming  strongly 
attached  to  him. 

Another  of  bis  parishioners,  a  lady  with  whom  he 
was  on  intimate  terms,  thus  lately  wrote  of  him — "  I 
feel  much  satisfaction  in  speaking  of  the  late  Dr  Bell, 
having  been  for  many  years  honoured  with  his  especial 
firiendship.  I  bave,  for  many  weeks  together,  been  an 
inmate  of  his  bouse  during  bis  rectorship  at  Swanage  ; 
and  I  think  no  one  of  his  friends  could,  with  more  con- 
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fidence^  speak  of  his  indefatigable  zeal  in  promoting  the 
welfare  of  his  parishioners.  His  exertions  were  un- 
bounded  to  establish  sobriety  and  industry  in  Swanage^ 
which  he  most  happilj  succeeded  in  ;  and  I  am  fiiUy 
persuaded  that,  to  this  day,  the  inhabitants,  especîally 
amongst  the  working  class,  are  indebted  for  much  of 
their  présent  prosperity  to  his  unwearied  exertions  in 
establishing  the  straw-plait  manufactory.  He  was  the 
greatest  advocate  for  industry  of  every  kind,  and  for 
every  person,  I  ever  met  with.  He  would  not  tolerate 
idleness  in  any  one,  either  rich  or  poor  ;  and  for  him- 
self,  he  never  rested  from  his  favourite  pursuit,  scarcely 
night  or  day — ^his  System  of  éducation  was  connected 
with  the  whole  of  his  thoughts,  which  he  ofben  did  me 
the  honour  to  explain  to  me;  and  he  presented  me 
with  copies  of  what  he  had  published  on  his  System 
of  éducation.  I  hâve  much  comfort  in  remembering 
many  of  his  sermons  preached  in  Swanage  church, 
where  I  was  a  constant  attendant  during  his  minis- 
try.  ...  Dr  Bell,  although  the  most  hospitable 
man  in  his  house,  and  to  ail  his  friends,  was  of  the 
most  frugal  habits  himself.  He  was  remarkably  ab- 
stemious,  and  his  own  expression  was,  ^  that  he  fre- 
quently  dîned  with  Duke  Humphrey;'  which  1  really 
believe  was  the  truth,  for  his  own  gratification  seemed 
to  be  the  last  thing  thought  of  by  him." 

Dr  Bell  was  also  very  desirous  of  promoting  social 
and  friendly  intercourse  among  the  higher  classes  in 
his  parish,  there  being  but  little  Society  when  he  first 
came  to  Swanage.  He  appears  to  hâve  set  an  excel- 
lent example,  in  this  respect,  by  his  constant  hospitality, 
and  a  greater  spirit  of  socialty  seems  soon  to  hâve 
spread  itself  in  the  neighbourhood. 
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He  took  great  interest  in  improving  the  rectory  gar- 
den,  and  stocked  it  wîth  choîce  finit-trees,  which  stîU 
remain  ;  he  aJso  frequently  sent  présents  of  fruit,  &c., 
among  his  parishioners.  His  gardener,  a  man  of  the 
name  of  Peter  Notley,  was  an  especial  favourite  with 
him  ;  and,  on  leaving  Swanage,  he  told  him  that  he 
would  shortly  send  for  him,  when  he  had  settled 
faimself  in  the  north,  leaving  at  the  same  tîme  eleven 
guineas  with  the  clerk  of  the  church,  to  be  given  at 
différent  times  to  him,  in  case  he  should  not  wish  to 
quit  Mr  Gale,  Dr  Bell's  successor,  with  whom  he  left 
him,  Dr  Bell  subsequently  sent  to  Mr  Gale,  to  see  if 
Peter  would  corne  to  him.  He  had,  however,  become 
equally  valuable  to  his  new  master,  who  was  very  de- 
sirous  of  retaining  him  ;  and  he  remained,  though  re- 
luctantly.  In  several  of  the  wills  Dr  Bell  made  many 
years  afterwards,  a  legacy  of  ^20  was  left  to  Notley, 
and  another  of  the  same  amount  to  one  of  his  maid- 
servants,  Sarah  Manwell  ;  but  their  names  were  omitted 
in  the  last  will,  probably  through  inadvertence. 

It  appears  that  Dr  Bell  had  taken  charge  of  the 
son  of  his  old  friend  Mr  MacTaggart,  for  some  time 
whUe  at  Swanage  ;  and  that  an  appUcation  wa^  made 
to  him  to  know  if  he  was  inclined  to  receive  a  second 
pupil,  a  son  of  Mr  Bosanquet,  formerly  chairman  to 
the  East  India  Court  of  Directors.  What  answer  was 
given  to  this  proposition,  we  do  not  know  ;  but  it  was 
not  cairied  into  effect. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

Joseph  Lancaster— His  Letters  to  Dr  Bell— His  Visit  to  Swanage— Publica- 

tiODS,  &c. 

We  have  hitherto  been  relating  Dr  BelPs  personal 
labours  at  Swanage.  It  will  now  be  necessary  to  take 
a  wider  field,  to  trace  out  the  progress  which  the  "  New 
System  of  Education"  had  already  madc,  and  to  relate 
the  course  of  events  which  led  to  Dr  Bell's  subséquent 
efforts  for  the  gênerai  dîflftisîon  of  the  discovery. 

The  earliest  examples  given  of  the  System  in  this 
country,  were,  as  we  have  seen,  at  St  Botolph's,  Aldgate, 
and  at  Kendal.  Joseph  Lancaster  follows  next  in  order 
to  thèse  ;  and  we  must  now  enter  at  some  length  on 
this  subject,  concerning  which  there  has  been  so  much 
controversy.  Lancaster  himself,  in  one  of  his  publica- 
tions^ gives  the  following  account  of  the  circumstance 
that  first  led  him  to  turn  his  attention  to  the  subject  of 
éducation  : — 

"  I  was  walking  from  Deptford  to  Greenwich  when 
my  attention  was  attracted  by  this  inscription — ^  To 
the  glory  of  God,  and  to  the  benefit  of  poor  children  ;' 
and  while  I  was  pleasantly  meditating  upon  the  founder 
giving  glory  to  God,  the  children  burst  forth  into  sing- 
ing  his  praises.  My  heart  was  melted  ;  and  it  pleased 
God  to  implant  within  me  a  fervent  wish  and  désire 
that  I  might  one  day  thus  honour  him,  and  through  ail 
the  vicissitudes  of  the  intervening  period,  my  hope  was 
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seldom  long  clouded.  I  knew  not  how  it  vas  to  be 
accomplished  ;  but  being  assured  that  it  was  a  divine 
impression^  my  mind  was  constantly  endeavouring  to 
find  out  a  way.  In  1798,  I  proposed  somethîng  of  this 
kind  to  a  number  of  gentlemen,  but  it  failed.  I  had 
not  long  entered  into  the  straw-hat  business  ;  but  I  was 
persuaded  this  was  the  channel  to  accomplish  my  wish." 

His  first  commencement  as  schoolmaster  was  at  his 
Ëither's  house  in  London,  in  1798.  Ât  this  time  he 
was  eighteen  years  of  âge,  his  father  was  in  business, 
and  some  of  his  friends  were  désirons  that  he  should 
become  a  dergyman  of  the  established  church,  while 
others  wished  him  to  go  to  a  dissonting  collège.  He 
seems  to  hâve  been  himself  somewhat  undecided  as  to 
bis  religions  opinions.  "  The  doctrines  of  spiritual 
worship,"  he  writes,  "  and  an  inward  witness  for  God 
in  every  human  heart,  attracted  my  attention,  and  com- 
manded  my  assent.  For  some  time  I  frequented  the 
meetings  of  Friends,  and  finally  sacrificed  my  prospects 
of  usefiilness  and  preferment,  to  obtain  that  inward 
peace  which  only  results  from  a  faithful  discharge  of 
dnty,  a  dedication  of  the  heart  and  the  answer  of  a 
good  conscience  towards  God  and  man." 

Having  first  opened  a  school  in  his  father's  house, 
and  fitted  it  up,  as  he  says,  with  his  own  hands,  he 
gave  instruction  in  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  and  in 
the  knowledge  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  the  number 
of  his  scholars  soon  amounted  to  upwards  of  eighty. 
For  several  years  the  number  increased  and  diminished, 
according  to  the  abiUty  of  the  parents  to  pay  the  weekly 
Bum,  which  was  4d.  for  each  child  : — *^  In  summer,  one 
hundred  and  twenty  was  common;  in  winter,  they 
would  sînk  to  fifty  or  sixty.     In  a  trying  season  of 
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récent  scarcîty,  many  of  them  were  provîded  with  dîn- 
ners  gratis^  chiefly  at  the  expense  of  a  noble  and  gene- 
rous-mînded  body  of  friends.'* 

Buch  was  Lancaster's  first  establishment^  -^  îuto 
wbich/*  he  says,  "  he  had  for  several  years  essayed  to 
introduce  a  better  System  of  tuition^  and  every  attempt 
had  failed." 

In  the  following  year  ^'  this  school  was  înstîtuted  as 
a  free  school/'  and  he  seems  to  hâve  lost  no  time  in 
availing  himself  of  the  "  Madras  Report.**  In  June 
1802,  he  says — '*  By  simplifying  the  nsual  méthode 
of  tuition,  considérable  benefit  bas  arisen  to  the  in- 
stitution; and  from  establishing  a  regular  System  of 
order,  with  correspondent  and  reciprocal  checks  on 
each  dépendent  part,  much  of  its  energy,  usefîilness, 
and  réputation  bas  been  derived/* 

'^  Tuition  in  this  school  is  conducted  solely  by  the 
senior  boys  employed  as  teachers  ;  the  master  treating 
them  with  peculiar  attention,  and  not  sparing  suitable 
encouragement  when  merited*  Such  is  their  activity 
and  diligence,  that  no  other  assistance  is  necessary  at 
présent,  or  likely  to  be  so  in  future.  J.  L.  can  say 
with  truth,**  he  continues,  ^'  that  owing  to  thèse  advan- 
tages,  he  bas  no  more  labour  with  two  hundred  and 
fifty  children  than  he  had  formerly  with  eighty,  and  can 
do  them  superior  justice  in  tuition.  Having  thus  suc- 
ceeded  beyond  expectation,  he  looks  with  pleasure  to 
the  pubUc,  and  those  benevolent  persons  who  bave 
hitherto  aided  bis  designs,  for  ftiture  and  energetic 
support,  and  trusts  the  resuit  will  prove  a  similar  grati- 
fication to  their  minds  in  the  future  prosperity  and 
usefulness  of  the  institution. 

**  James  Street,  Borongh  Road,  June  1802.** 


LIFE  OF  DR  BELL.  119 

In  the  foUowing  year,  he  again  reports  thus  of  his 
school — ^'  During  the  last  year  the  progress  of  the 
institution  towards  maturity  has  been  rapid»  the  orga- 
nization  of  the  System  greatly  improved,  and  the  intro- 
duction of  the  new  modes  of  tuition,  in  spelling  and 
arithmetic^  productive  of  very  important  advantages  to 
the  scholars/'  * 

Hitherto  Lancaster  had  made  no  référence  whatever 
to  the  source  whence  his  improvements  were  derived. 
In  a  pamphlet  published  by  him  in  1803,  however,  he 
makes  ample  acknowledgments  of  the  benefits  he  had 
derived  from  the  Madras  report.  But  before  we  take 
notice  of  them,  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  some  brief 
extracts  from  the  commencement  of  this  pamphlet, 
wherein  he  proposes  a  System  of  éducation  which,  if 
carried  into  effect,  would  hâve  been  of  the  most  per- 
nicious  tendençy. 

After  making  some  remarks  on  the  necessity  of  gentle 
measures  in  ail  matters  relating  to  a  reform  in  society, 
and  more  especially  in  éducation,  he  proposes  that  a 
Society  should  be  formed  for  the  purposes  of  éducation. 
"  This,"  he  says,  ^^  should  be  estabhshed  on  gênerai 
Christian  principles,  and  on  them  only.  Mankind  are 
divided  into  sects,  and  individuels  think  very  differently 
on  religions  subjects,  from  the  purest  motives;  and 
that  common  gracions  Parent,  who  loves  ail  his  childreu 
alike,  beholds  with  approbation  every  one  who  worships 
him  in  sincerity.  Yet  it  cannot  be  reasonably  sup- 
posed  that  conscientious  men  should  promote  a  religions 
opinion  direcdy  contrary  to  their  own  :  a  Presby terian, 

•  Thèse  extracts  are  taken  from  Lancaster's  "  Improvements  în  Educa- 
tioD,'*  published  în  1805,  wherein  the  dates  I  bave  gtven  are  affîxad  to 
tbem. 
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Baptist,  Quaker,  or  any  other,  cannot,  with  sincerity, 
sacrifice  their  opinions  to  thèse  of  their  amiable  and 
Christian  brethren  in  the  Establishment;  neither  can 
the  last  conscientiously  unité  entirely  in  opinion  with 
those  of  any  other  dénominations;  but  the  grand  basis 
of  Christianity  alone  is  broad  enough  for  the  whole 
bulk  of  mankind  to  stand  on,  and  join  hands  as  children 

of  one  family Ah  !  then,  let  ail  the  friends 

of  youth,  among  every  dénomination  of  Christians^ 
exalt  the  standard  of  éducation,  and  rally  round  it  for 
their  préservation,  laying  aside  ail  religions  différences 
in  opinion,  and  pursue  two  grand  objects — the  promo- 
tion of  good  morals,  and  the  instruction  of  youth  in 
useful  leaming,  adapted  to  their  respective  situations. 

Indeed,"  he  goes  on  to  say,  ^*  it  is  not 

to  be  wondered  at  that  no  gênerai  plan  of  this  kind  has 
been  adopted  :  there  are  few  things  in  which  it  would 
appear,  at  first  sight,  that  the  différent  religions  inte- 
rests  of  sectarians  would  clash  more  ;  and  so  they  must, 
if  a  plan  of  this  kind  is  eagerly  pursued  by  one  or  more 
parties  with  a  view  to  increase  prosélytes,  or  make  it  a 
vehicle  to  convey  their  favourite  tenets.  It  has  been 
gencrally  conceived  that  if  any  particular  sect  obtained 
the  principal  care  in  a  national  System  of  éducation, 
that  party  would  soon  be  likely  to  possess  the  greatest 
power  and  influence  in  the  state,  Fear  that  the  clergy 
should  aggrandize  themselves  too  much,  has  produced 
opposition  from  dissenters  to  any  proposai  of  the  kind; 
on  the  other  hand,  the  clergy  hâve  opposed  any  thing 
of  this  nature  which  might  orîginate  with  dissenters. 
.  .  •  .  However,  there  is  yet  hope  left  ;  the  com- 
mon  ground  of  humanity  is  adapted  to  ail — none  can 
conscientiously  scruple  to  meet  there.     AU  are  agreed 
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that  the  increase  of  leaming  and  good  morals^  are 
great  blessings  to  society.  If  they  cannot  unité  to  do 
good  in  every  particular  instance^  yet  let  them  be  fellow- 
helpers  as  &r  as  they  can^  and  cordially  assist  to  do  it 
with  one  mind,  that  society  at  large  may  no  longer  suffer 
loss  by  a  set  of  the  most  valuable  and  useful  men  our 
nation  can  boast^  employing  themselves  to  little  better 
purpose  than  to  declaim  against^  or  make  wry  faces  at 
each  other." 

"  I  conçoive  any  person/'  says  Lancaster  a  little 
further  on  in  this  pamphlet^  ^^  whose  moral  character 
and  abilities  were  likely  to  make  him  serviceable  to  the 
rising  génération^  should  be  an  object  of  the  society's 
protection^  let  bis  dénomination  of  rehgion  be  what  it 
may^  and  let  him  pursue  whatever  method  of  religions 
or  other  instruction  bis  sincère  and  best  intentions 
may  dictate." 

It  is  évident  that  Mr  Lancaster  had  no  more  wish 
to  make  prosélytes  to  Quakerism  than  to  any  other 
form  of  belief.  According  to  the  principle  just  laid 
down^  the  Romaniste  the  Socinian^  the  Unitarian^  the 
Dcist^  or  the  Atheist^  might  be  eligible  to  the  ofiSce 
of  schoolmaster  under  bis  proposed  national  scheme  of 
éducation. 

Afiber  this  somewhat  lax  test  of  admission^  he  goes 
on  to  relate  the  improvements  which  he  had  lately 
made  in  bis  school^  more  especially  in  the  System  of 
rewards  and  punishments  ;  after  which  he  says — ^^  My 
school  is  attended  by  three  hundred  scholars.  The 
whole  System  of  tuition  is  almost  entirely  conducted  by 
boys.  The  writing-books  are  ruled  with  exactness^  and 
ail  the  writers  suj^Ued  with  good  pens  by  the  same 
mcans.     In  the  first  instance  the  school  is  divided  into 
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classes  ;  to  each  of  thèse  a  lad  is  appointed  as  monitor  ; 
he  is  responsible  for  the  morals,  improvement^  good 
order,  and  cleanliness  of  the  whole  class."  And  soon 
after  he  says,  '^  the  System  of  rewards^  and  the  new 
method  of  teaching  to  spell,  are  I  believe  original/' 
It  is  évident^  therefore^  that  at  this  time  he  did  not  lay 
claim  to  the  invention  of  the  grand  principle  of  the 
System,  It  is  highly  improbable^  at  the  least,  that  he 
would  hâve  claimed  originaUty  for  some  of  the  minor 
practices,  and  not  done  so  in  regard  to  the  mainspring 
which  gave  him  ail  his  powers,  had  he  meant  to  assert 
that  he  was  the  discoverer  of  it.  Exceptionable  as  hb 
pamphlet  is  in  some  respects^  it  is  not  so  on  the  score 
of  pretensions;  for  he  condudes  with  the  following 
acknowledgment  of  Dr  Belles  prier  claim  to  the  merit 
of  this  discovery.  ^^  I  ought  not  to  close  my  acconnt 
without  acknowledging  the  obligations  I  lie  under  to 
Dr  Bell^  of  the  Maie  Asylum  at  Madras^  who  so  nobly 
gave  up  his  time  and  libéral  salary,  that  he  might  per- 
fect  that  institution^  which  flourished  greatly  under  his 
fostering  care.  He  published  a  tract  in  1798,*  entitled, 
^  An  Ëxperiment  on  Education,  made  at  the  Maie 
Asylum  at  Madras,  suggesting  a  System  whereby  a 
school  or  family  may  teach  itself  under  the  superinten- 
dence  of  the  master  or  parent/  From  this  publication 
I  hâve  adopted  several  useful  hints.  I  beg  leave  to 
recommend  it  to  the  attentive  perusal  of  the  friends  of 
éducation  and  of  youth«  I  am  persuaded  nothing  is 
more  conducive  to  the  promotion  of  a  System  dian 
actual  expérimenta    Dr  Bell  had  two  hundred  boys  who 

*  This  is  an  erroneous  statement  on  Lanca$ter*8  part,  the  Madras 
Report  baving  been  published  in  1797. 
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instructed  theinselves^  made  their  own  pens^  ruled  their 
books,  and  did  ail  that  labour  in  school^  which,  among 
a  great  number^  is  light^  but  resting  on  the  shoulders 
of  the  well-meaning  and  honest^  though  unwise  teacher^ 
often  proves  too  much  for  his  health,  and  embitters  or 
perbaps  costs  him  his  life.  I  much  regret  that  I  was 
not  acquainted  with  the  beauty  of  his  System  till  some- 
what  advanced  in  mj  plan  ;  if  I  had  known  it^  it  would 
hâve  saved  me  much  trouble^  and  some  rétrograde 
movements.  As  a  confirmation  of  the  goodness  of  Dr 
BeU's  plan,  I  hâve  succeeded  with  one  nearly  similar, 
in  a  school  attended  by  almost  three  hundred  boys/' 

In  the  appendix  to  this  pamphlet,  he  also  says, 
afîter  speaking  of  the  imperfections  of  some  of  the  old 
practices — "  Dr  Bell  was  fiilly  sensible  of  this  waste 
of  time  in  schools,  and  his  method  to  remedy  the  evil 
was  crowned  with  complète  success.  I  bave  been  en- 
deavouring  to  walk  in  his  footsteps  in  the  method  of 

teaching  about  to  be  detailed I  again 

refer  the  reader  to  Dr  Bell's  pamphlet  ;  he  cannot  do 
better  than  to  procure  one,  and  read  it  himself,  which  will 
Bave  me  going  more  into  détail,  and  afford  him  greater 
satisfisMïtion."  Thèse  acknowledgments  are  sufficiently 
explicit,  ezcept  where  he  says  ^^  he  was  not  acquaint- 
ed with  the  beauty  of  Dr  Belles  system  till  somewhat 
advanced  in  lus  own;"  whereaa  it  bas  been  shown, 
that  he  only  commenced  teaching  in  1798  ;  that  he 
had  essayed,  during  several  years,  to  introduce  a  better 
System  of  tuition  into  his  school^  and  faîled  ;  and  that, 
in  1800,  a  copy  of  the  Madras  report  fell  in  his  way. 
Granting,  however,  that  Mr  Lancaster  might  possibly 
bave  stumbled  upon  a  plan  similar  to  that  of  D^ 
Bell's  before  he  had  seen  the  Madras  report,  still  this 
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cannot^  in  the  slightest  degree^  affect  tlie  Doctor's 
prior  clalm  ;  for,  as  we  hâve  seen,  the  System  was  dis- 
covered  and  matured  at  Madras  between  the  years 
1789  and  1796,  and  that  the  Report  containing  an  ac- 
count  of  it  was  pubUshed  in  London  in  1797,  the  year 
before  Lancaster  opened  a  school  of  any  kind. 

In  the  year  1804,  Mr  Lancaster  became  aiûdous  to 
hâve  some  personal  communication  with  Dr  Bell  on  the 
siibject  of  éducation,  and  wrote  to  him  as  foUovrs  : — 

^*  Free  Scbool,  Borough  Road,  George*B  Fiéld, 
''  Southwark,  21st  of  llth  Month  1804. 

"  Respected  Friend, 

"  I  hoped  and  intended,  long  before  this,  to  hâve 
done  myself  the  pleasure  of  coming  down  to  Swanage^ 
in  order  to  take  a  lesson  from  thy  superior  expérience  ; 
but  so  many  unpleasant  circumstances  hâve  happened 
to  hinder  it,  that  I  almost  gave  up  the  idea,  in  despair 
of  being  able  to  pay  my  respects  in  person,  at  least  not 
very  speedily.  I  hâve  been  situated  very  diflforently 
from  thyself.  I  was  formerly  assistant  at  two  schools, 
one  a  boarding,  the  other  a  day  schooL  Of  course,  I 
was  well  acquainted  with  ail  the  defects  attendant  on 
the  old  System  of  tuition  in  both  kinds  of  schools.  In 
1798  I  began  a  day  school.  The  methods  I  pursued 
soon  became  popular,  and  people  sent  their  children  in 
crowds.  This  plunged  me  into  a  dilemma  ;  the  com- 
mon  modes  of  tuition  did  not  apply  ;  and  in  puzzling 
myself  what  to  do,  I  stumbled  upon  a  plan  similar  to 
thine  :  not,  however,  meeting  with  thy  book  till  1800, 
I  hâve  sinco  succeeded  wonderfully,  yet  not  equal  to 
my  désire,  for  several  reasons  : — 

"  Ist. — Mine  being  a  day  school,  the  children  are 
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much  at  their  parents'  commande  are  often  absent^  or 
attend  late — an  evîl  that  could  not  possibly  occur  at 
the  Madras  Asylum,  or  în  any  well-regulated  boarding 
school^  where  aJl  the  scholars  begin  their  lessons  toge- 
ther,  being  assembled  at  one  time. 

'^  2d. — The  price  of  sand  in  London^  9s.  the  load,  and 
the  room  ît  takes  to  teach  a  great  number  of  children 
by  that  mode.  This  induced  me  to  substitute  slates 
wîth  many  of  the  classes. 

^^  3d. — The  poverty  and  bad  principles  of  the  chil- 
dren's  parents  often  operated  to  hinder  their  leaming, 
by  removing  their  monitors  to  place,  or  other  schools, 
by  being  prejudiced  against  the  plan  of  a  school  taught 
by  boys,  and  by  their  bad  example  and  ignorance. 

"  4th. — ^By  having,  when  I  opened  it  as  a  free  school, 
which  vas  not  till  1801,  not  only  the  school,  but  the 
funds  to  estabhsh,  and  no  individual  to  assist  me  with 
adyice,  influence,  or  capital.  Again,  the  number  of 
scholars  so  increased,  that  more  room  than  I  had  was 
wanting  for  their  accommodation.  The  Duke  of  Bed- 
ford  nobly  began  a  subscription  to  promote  my  design  ; 
yet  the  labour  of  raising  it  cost  me  much  time,  fatigue, 
and  waUdng  many  scores  of  miles.  I  had  to  seek  aid 
firom  the  haughty  and  powerful,  as  well  as  the  amiable 
and  benevolent;  and  nothing  but  having  committed 
myself  could  hâve  made  my  independent  spirit  submit 
to  the  yoke.  The  time  spent  thus  in  obtaining  aid 
was  so  much  lost  to  the  institution.  I  was  obliged  to 
commit  my  business  to  others  ;  and  my  designs  were 
in  many  instances  retarded,  in  others  completely  sus- 
pended  or  rendered  abortive,  although  the  very  consti- 
tution of  a  day  school,  united  with  the  circumstance  of 
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having  new  subscriptions  to  seek,  especiaUy  for  build- 
ings^ gtill  continues  an  impediment  to  our  progress  ;  yet 
I  bave  so  £aix  succeeded  as  to  bring  it  to  a  considérable 
State  of  perfection.  If  thou  wilt  faveur  me  with  any 
original  reports  of  the  Asylum  at  Madras — for  nothing 
is  more  essential  than  minutis^-^I  should  be  much 
obliged. 

^'  I  could  wish  for  further  information  on  the  use  of 
the  sand^  whether  dry  or  wet,  and  how  the  boys  were 
first  taught  their  letters;  also  upon  thy  method  of 
training  monitors.  I  hope  that  the  proposed  subscrip- 
tion  for  my  book  wiU  be  suffirent  to  raise  £100,  or 
perhaps  £200,  for  the  serrice  of  the  institution  ;  but 
every  thing  dépends  upon  the  number  of  subscribers. 
I  hope  thou  wilt  condescend  to  honour  me  with  an 
answer,  and  to  aid  the  yet  infant  design  as  thy  bene- 
Volence  may  dictate,  when  thou  art  satisfied  it  is  wor- 
thy  thy  attention. 

^^  It  is  with  great  respect  I  subscribe  myself  thy 
obliged  friend  and  admirer, 

"  Joseph  Lancaster." 

It  does  not  appear  what  answer  Dr  Bell  retumed  to 
this  letter,  but  Lancaster  thus  shortly  acknowledges 
it:— 

'<  Free  Scfaool,  Boroogh  RMd, 
"  13th  of  12th  Month  1804. 

"  Dear  Friend, 

'^  I  bave  not  answered  thy  most  acceptable  letter, 
because  I  intend  being  down  at  Swanage  within  four  or 
five  days,  to  pass  two  or  three  days  with  thee,  if,  under 
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the  blessing  of  Providence^  my  health  and  the  roads 
admit  of  travelling.  With  great  respect^  I  remain  thj 
obliged  friend, 

''  J.  Lancasteb." 

On  Laneaster's  arrivai  at  Swanage,  he  eagerly  en- 
quired  of  the  first  person  he  met,  if  Dr  Bell  was  at  home, 
sayingy  "  He  would  go  to  Madras  to  see  him/'  He 
remained  there  several  days,  and  had  much  conversa- 
tion with  the  Doctor,  who  thus  notices  this  visit  in  a 
letter  to  Mrs  Trimmer,  written  a  little  more  than  a  year 
afterwards  : — 

"  January  13,  1806. 

"  Durîng  this  visit,  Mr  L.  placed  before  my  eyes  his 
subscription  papers  ;  then  put  them,  in  varions  shapes, 
into  my  hands  ;  then  descanted  on  the  manner,  &c.  ; 
and,  last  of  ail,  solicited  my  subscription  oftener  than 
once,  which  I  flatly  decUned,  on  the  score  of  confining 
my  offices  to  the  schools  under  my  owa  immédiate  eye, 

He  also  interrogated  me  about  my  mode  of 

training  teachers,  and  seemed  not  disposed  on  this 
point  to  copy,  as  he  did  in  every  other.  My  teachers 
were  trained  as  every  other  boy  in  the  school  was,  and 
selected  according  to  their  abilities.  Every  child  in  the 
school  witnessed  every  process  in  the  mode  of  conduct- 
ing  matters,  and  understood  it  well.  But  this  did  not 
answer  his  purpose  of  raising  money  by  a  new  and  addi- 
tional  subscription.  Nothing  was  ever  so  burlesque  as 
his  forming  his  teachers  by  lectures  on  the  passions. 
Let  his  teachers,  created  by  his  Promethean  fire  in  one 
year,  enter  upon  their  task — ^what  can  they  do;  or 
what  would  my  little  teachers  hâve  done,  without  a  man 
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of  age^  authority^  influence^  and  ascendency  to  direct 
their  opérations^  and  to  keep  them  steady  to  their 
purpose  ?  It  is  by  attending  the  school,  seeing  what  is 
going  on  there,  and  taking  a  share  in  the  office  of  tui- 
tion,  that  teacliers  are  to  be  formed,  and  not  by  lectures 
and  abstract  instruction.  Even  in  the  plainest  practical 
points^  you  cannot  expect  to  be  understood  but  by  the 
most  minute  détails/' 

Dr  Bell  had  long  been  urged  to  publish  a  further 
explanation  of  the  Madras  System,  as  the  Report  of 
1797  was  said  not  to  enter  sufficiently  into  détails  for 
common  purposes  ;  and  early  in  1806,  he  determined 
upon  publishing  a  second  édition,  with  additions.  It 
was  not,  however,  without  much  considération  that  he 
made  up  his  mind  on  the  subject.  He  was  told,  on 
the  one  hand,  that  the  facts  recorded,  and  the  proofs  of 
its  success  which  were  adduced,  were,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure,  lost  to  the  reader  for  want  of  a  more  particular 
explanation  of  the  auxiliary  practices,  as  well  as  of  the 
principle  to  which  this  success  was  attributed;  and 
that  it  was  in  vain  to  expect  that,  without  minute 
détails,  the  seyeral  processes  in  the  economy  of  the 
school  could  be  understood  by  the  generality  of  readers. 
On  the  other  hand,  he  was  himself  perfectly  satisfied 
that  the  diagram  or  scheme  of  the  Madras  school,  which 
had  been  printed  in  the  original  Report  of  1797,  would 
still  prove,  as  it  had  already  proved,  a  sufficient  guide* 
to  those  not  imbued  too  strongly  with  préjudices  against 
it.  He  was  unwilling  to  départ  from  the  plain,  simple 
statement  of  facts  which  he  had  given,  and  feared  lest, 
by  too  great  eagerness  in  pressing  the  subject  on  the 
public  mind,  instead  of  allowing  it  graduai  progress,  he 
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mtghi  injure,  rather  than  aid,  the  cause  he  had  so  much 
at  heart*  Having  at  length  corne  to  the  détermination 
of  publishing  a  second  édition,  he  wrote  to  Mr  Buck^ 
faam  stating  his  intention,  and  requesting  him  to  nego- 
tiate  with  Mr  Bensley  the  printer.  This  was  done 
accordinglj  ;  and  Bensley  wrote  to  Dr  Bell,  telling  him 
at  what  he  estimated  the  cost  of  printing^  &c.  The 
pamphlet,  however,  was  not  published  till  the  end  of 
Aprîl,  Bome  delay  having  occurred  from  a  violent 
combination  of  that  ps^rt  of  the  journeymen  called  press* 
men,  '^  in  conséquence  of  which,"  writes  Mr  Bensley  to 
Dr  Bell,  "  the  masters  and  the  booksellers  hâve  agreed 
to  suspend  ail  works  until  the  dispute  shall  be  at  an 
eoi'* 

In  the  advertisement  to  this  édition  he  states  his 
reasons  for  publishing  the  Madras  report  in  1797^  and 
refers  the  reader  to  the  original  documents^  which  were 
not  reprinted  hère. 

*'  Leaving^  then,"  he  says,  '*  the  original  documents 
where  they  may  readily  be  found,  the  following  extracts 
are,  for  the  most  part,  confined  to  facts,  and  the  détails 
of  the  System.  A  familiar  scheme  is  prefixed  ;  illus« 
trations,  sought  for  by  those  who  interest  themselves  in 
charity,  Sunday,  and  other  free  schools,  are  annexed; 
and  a  suggestion  of  a  board  of  éducation  and  poor-rates 
is  subjoined." 

Shortly  after  this  pamphlet  came  out,  Dr  Bell,  being 
in  London,  presented  Lancaster  with  fifty  copies  of  it, 
who  sent  a  deputation  of  his  scholars  to  wait  on  him 
and  retum  him  thanks  ;  and  not  long  afterwards  he 
visited  Lancaster's  school  in  the  Borough,  when  he 
found  him  preparing  the  third  édition  of  his  ^^  Improve- 
ments  in  Education  "  for  the  press.    ^^  On  this  occasion," 

VOL.  II.  I 


130  LIFE  OF  DR  BELL. 

Dr  Bell  observes,  in  a  letter  to  Mr  Trimmer,  "  he  re- 
newed  his  application  (for  snbscriptions)  in  the  moBt 
indélicate  manner;  and  not  being  prepared  to  refuse  the 
purchase  of  his  book,  which  I  nnderstood  was  then  in 
the  press,  I  said  he  might  send  me  four  copies,  and  was 
not  a  little  surprised  when  I  saw  my  name  in  the  list  of 
subscriptions." 

Lancaster's  pamphlet  was  published  in  July  1805, 
about  three  months  after  Dr  Bell's  second  édition  came 
ont.  It  was  dedicated  "  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  and 
Lord  John  Somerville,  in  testimony  of  the  cheerful, 
generous,  and  important  assistance  they  hâve  repeatedly 
given  to  the  institution  and  System  of  instruction  de- 
scribed  in  the  ensuing  pages  ;  "  and  it  contained  a  list 
of  subscribers,  among  whom  were  the  Archbishop  of 
Dublin,  the  Bishops  of  London,  Durham,  Chichester, 
Lincoln,  Exeter,  St  David's,  Kildare,  and  KUmore. 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 

Corrcipondeace  with  Mrs  TnqiQier — ^Dr  Bell  i3  indnoed  to  itep  forw^rd  and 
-  in  the  dissémination  of  his  System. 


In  the  month  of  September  a  correepondence  took 
place  between  Mrs  Trimmer  and  Dr  Bell,  who  were 
tben  not  personalljr  acquainted,  of  which  the  foUowing 
letter  was  the  commencement  : — 

*"  Brentford,  September  24,  1805. 

*^  Révérend  Sir, 

'*  As  I  hâve  not  the  honour  of  beîng  personàlly 
knovn  to  you,  I  am  apprehensive  that  I  shaJl  appear  to 
be  taking  a  great  liberty  in  addressing  y  ou  by  letter; 
but  I  am  desîrous  to  convey  to  you  a  number,  which 
will  be  published  next  month,  of  a  periodical  work 
called  the  '  Guardian  of  Education,'  which  contains 
copions  extracts  from  the  second  édition  of  your  '  Expe- 
riment  in  Education  ;  '  and,  before  you  receive  it,  I  wish 
to  account  to  you  for  inserting  thèse  extracts. 

^*  From  the  time,  sir,  that  I  read  Mr  Joseph  Lan- 
caster'B  ^  Improveipents  in  Education,'  in  the  first  édi- 
tion, I  conceived  an  idea  that  there  was  something  in 
his  plan  that  was  inimical  to  the  interests  of  the  Esta- 
blished  Church  ;  and  when  I  read  your  '  Experiment 
in  Education,'  to  which  Mr  L.  referred,  I  plainly  per» 
ceived  he  had  been  building  on  your  foundation.  You 
know,  without  doubt,  how  the  public  mind  is,  I  may 
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say^  infatuated  with  his  plausible  appearances^  and  I 
judge,  by  the  republication  of  your  '  Expérimenta*  that 
you  are  not  an  unconcemed  spectator  of  this  perversion 
of  what  you  hâve  applied  to  so  excellent  a  purpose. 
Engaged^  as  I  hâve  long  been,  in  striving  to  promote 
the  interests  of  the  Chnrch,  by  the  exertion  of  my  little 
talents  for  the  instruction  of  the  rising  génération,  and 
the  prévention  of  the  mischief  that  is  aimed  against  them 
in  varîous  ways,  I  cannot  see  this  '  GoUath  of  Schis- 
matics'  bearing  down  ail  before  him,  and  engrossing 
the  instruction  of  the  common  people,  without  attempt- 
ing  to  give  him  a  little  check.  Indeed  I  told  him  a 
year  ago,  that  I  should,  at  my  first  leisure,  attempt  to 
analyse  his  System,  and  this  I  shall  soon  set  about.  But^ 
preparatory  to  it,  I  thought  it  might  answer  a  good  pur- 
pose  to  point  ont  in  an  incidental  way,  by  means  of 
a  reviev  of  your  work,  that  Mr  Lancaster  was  not  the 
original  inventer  of  the  plan.  If  the  sale  of  your  pam-* 
phlet  is  extensive,  I  may  perhaps  hâve  done  what  was 
unnecessary;  but,  knowing  my  motive,  you  will  not 

think  me  impertinent 

"  I  hâve  the  honour  to  be,  Rev.  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient  and  very  humble  servant, 

"  Sarah  Trimmer.'' 

To  this  Dr  BeU  replied:— 

*'  Swanage,  Dorset,  September  28, 1805. 

*'  Dear  Madam, 

"  I  am  very  sensible  of  your  polite  attention,  and 
much  obliged  by  yom:  kind  communication,  and  by  the 
purpose  of  your  sending  me  your  publication. 

*'  Of  Joseph  Lancaster  the  first  tidings  I  heard  were, 
that  he  wa»  doing  my  work  for  me— educating  the  poor 
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on  my  plan.  Last  November  I  haid  a  letter  from  him, 
soliciting  reports  of  the  Asylum  at  Madras^  and  en- 
quiring  into  the  minutisB  of  the  System  practised  there 
of  writing  on  sand,  &c.  ;  and  this  was  followed  by  a 
▼îsit  at  Christmas  last.  During  his  stay  wîth  me,  which 
was  of  some  days'  continuance,  I  detailed  many  parti- 
culars  of  my  practice,  and  many  opinions  on  the  con- 
duct  of  a  school,  with  which  he  was  in  some  points 
totally  unacquainted.  I  observed  his  consummate 
front,  his  importunate  solicitation  of  subscriptions  in 
any  and  eyery  shape,  his  plausible  and  ostentations 
guise;  and,  in  his  third  édition,  I  think  I  see  some- 
thing  which  indicates  that  he  is  confident  he  cannot 
stand  alone,  basking  in  the  sunshine  of  royal  counte- 
nance  and  popular  applause,  forgetting,  for  a  while,  his 
own  presentiment,  *  That  as  much  as  he  is  cried  up,  so 
much  will  he  be  hereafter  traduced.' 

'*  The  plan  of  instruction  in  a  public  charity,  by 
teachers,  assistants,  tutors^  as  I  hâve  styled  them^^-or 
monitors,  as  he  denominated  them — appears  to  me, 
who  am  an  enthusiast,  so  simple,  so  natural,  so  beauti- 
fîil,  and  so  true,  that  it  must  sooner  or  later  hâve  ob- 
tained  a  footing  ;  and  ail  I  ever  expected  by  my  humble 
essay,  printed  rather  than  published,  was,  that  it  might 
fall  into  hands  which  would  bring  the  System  forward 
sooner  than  might  otherwise  happen  in  the  course  of 
things.  J.  L.  has  certainly  contributed  to  this  con-> 
siimmation.  How  far  he  has  directed  it  to  the  best 
purposes,  and  whether  he  has  intermixed  much  quack^ 
ery,  conçoit,  and  ignorance,  is  another  question, 

"  You  need  be  under  no  appréhension  that  any 
thing  you  hâve  done  by  extracts,  &c.,  is  superfluous. 
No  means  whatever  hâve  been  taken  to  give  circulation 
to  the  pamphlet,  except  the  commpn  advertisement  of 
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the  bockfieller*  The  citcnlation  and  estimation  of  your 
Guardian  will  give  any  part  of  it  which  you  may  hâve 
thought  worthy  of  being  quoted^  a  chance  of  utilitj 
which  it  could  not  otherwise  expect, 

'^  I  hâve  now  in  my  hand  your  second  volume  ;  and 
I  cannot  reflect  on  the  tendency  of  ail  your  writings^ 
their  wide  spread^  and  the  good  they  hare  already  done^ 
without  tendering  my  sincère  acknowledgments  to  so 
active^  beneyolent^  ând  sucoessftil  a  friend  and  advocate 
of  humanity^  morality^  and  religion.     .     .     .     .     « 

^'  I  am,  dear  Madam^  with  great  respect^  your  sin- 
pere  friend^ 

''  A.  Bbll.*' 

In  her  next  letter^  Mrs  Trimmer  enters  into  rarious 
circumstances  connected  with  this  subject^  and  also 
gives  "  a  more  particular  account  of  the  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding  which  she  proposes  to  adopt'*  in  her  intended 
work  on  Lancaster.     It  was  as  follows  : — 

^  Brentfotd,  October  1, 1805. 
*'  Révérend  Sir, 

*'  Before  I  enter  upon  my  new  task  of  examining 
Mr  L/s  System,  I  will  reply  to  your  very  obliging 
letter  of  the  28th  September,  as  I  wish  to  give  you  a 
more  particular  account  of  the  mode  of  proceeding 
which  I  propose  to  adopt»  But,  first,  let  me  express 
my  satisfaction  at  finding  my  humble  labours  are 
konoured  with  your  approbation. 

''  I  can  truly  say,  that  I  hâve  laboured  with  zeal  ; 
and  it  has  pleased  God  to  give  me  success  far  beyond 
my  merits  and  expectations.  In  respect  to  the  books 
which  I  hâve  written  for  the  poor,  they  are  the  pr(h 
P^^  ofthe  poor.     I  bave  no  lucrative  views  in  writing 
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them.     My  pen  is  a  devoted  one  ;  and  after  endeavour- 
iog  to  furnish  books  which  might  contribute  to  supply 
the  deficiencies  of  common  teachers^  and  lend  assistance 
to  ladies  who  might  be  diffîdent  of  their  own  abilities 
to  gîve  religions  instruction — I  do  not  mean  to  give 
waj  to  sectarists  of  any  dénomination^  without  défend- 
ing    my   principles.       Of   ail    the   plans   that  hâve 
appeared  in  this    kîngdom    likely   to    supplant   the 
Church^  Mr  Lancaster's  seems  to  me  the  most  formi* 
dable.     I  will  not  say  that  he  has  any  ill  intentions  ; 
but  his  plan  is  fisiyourable,  in  an  eminent  degree^  to  those 
who  may  bave.     And  after  what  I  bave  read  in  the 
*  Abbé  Barruers  Memoirs  for  the  History  of  Jaco- 
binisme conceming  the  use  made  by  the  lUuminati  in 
Germany^  icc.,*  of  schoolmasters  and  school-books^  I 
cannot  but  view  with  a  very  jealous  eye  a  System 
which  proceedfl  upon   the  same  generolizing  plan, 
which   has   been   resorted   to   so   fatally  against  the 
interests  of  revecded  religion  on  the  Continent.     As 
you  condescend  to  read  my  '  Guardian  of  Education/ 
I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  vol.  i.  p.  21,  wbere  you  will 
find  a  translation  from  a  work  of  an  excellent  man,  M. 
De  Luc,  who  gives  there  the  history  of  the  origin  of  the 
Philanthropines,  which  bave  done  so  much  mischief  ; 
the  conséquences  of  which  you  will  see  in  a  translation 
from  the  same  author,  in  the  number  of  the  '  Guardian' 
which  I  bave  the  honour  to  send  you,  (viz.  M.  De 
Luc's  Letter.)     Mr  Joseph  Lancaster's  school  is,  in 
my  estimation,  a  direct  philanthropine,  and  he  has 
seized  upon  your  admirable  plan  of  instruction,  as  an 
engine  to  give  k  a  speed,  and  a  conséquence,  which  he 
could  by  no  other  means  hâve  obtained  without  it. 
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''  He  certainly  has  brought  jour  excellent  plan  for- 
ward  ;  and,  had  I  the  power,  I  certainly  should  not 
bave  the  wish,  to  do  any  thing  that  should  hâve  a  ten- 
dency  to  stop  the  progress  of  it,  nor  would  I  deprive 
Lancaster  himself  of  the  merit  of  having  brought  it 
into  opération  in  this  country  ;  because  he  may  really 
be  considered,  so  far  at  least,  as  an  instrument  of  good^ 
if  he  prépares  the  first  teachers  of  this  kind,  provided 
they  are  under  proper  inspection  and  control  after- 
wards.  But  as  for  bis  central  scha(d,  and  bis  organized 
plans  to  eéucate  the  whole  bodjf  ofthe  common  people, 
withaut  amy  regard  to  the  religi^on  ofthe  nation,  I  wiU 
certainly  do  my  utmost  to  dbeck  him  there,  in  hopes 
that  others  of  more  ability  than  myself  will  be  roused. 
And  this  is  the  way  I  mean  to  proceedc  I  will  give 
him  ail  possible  crédit  for  the  utility  of  his  mode  of 
instruction  in  reading,  writing,  &c.  ;  if  I  mention  Dr 
Bell,  it  will  probably  be  incidentally  onh/  ;  or  I  may 
even  say,  ^^  That,  in  some  respects,  J.  Lancaster  has 
improved  upon  your  plan."  I  wili  urge  the  admission 
of  Lancaster's  plan  into  ail  charity  schools,  &c.,  under 
certain  limitations.  In  short,  I  will  Btiive  to  write  so 
that  his  numerous  subscribers  may  not  think  I  mean 
to  attach  blâme  to  them  Ibr  the  patronage  they  bave 
given  him;  which,  indeed,  is  not  properly  given  to 
him,  but  unknotvinglt/  to  the  inventer  of  the  plan. 
Having  done  this,  I  mean  to  show  what  the  éducation 
of  the  lower  orders  ought  to  be  in  respect  to  religion 
and  morality^  and  the  necessity  there  is  for  giying  them 
Sound  prindples  in  their  early  years.  I  shaÛ  then 
examine  Mr  Lancaster's  System  of  morals  and  religion, 
as  displayed  in  his  différent  pamphlets,  and  ^peak 
boldly  in  defence  of  the  provision  made  for  tlie  proper 
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instruction  of  the  young  members  of  the  Church  and 
State^  by  the  Ad  of  Unif(^mitjf.  Perhaps  I  may 
Tenture  to  show^  from  authentic  documents^  the  effect 
of  such  a  generalizing  plan  as  Mr  Lancaster's  on  the 
Continent^  &o. 

'^  Our  friend  Joseph  knows  very  well  what  I  hâve 

long  had  in  my  mind  to  do  :    Two  years  ago^  or  more^ 

I  belieye^  he  sent  me  the  first  édition  of  his  Improve- 

ments,  which  I  said  something  about  in  the  second 

volume  of  my  ^  Guardian^'  (p.  117,  I  think.)     I  heard 

he  was  very  angry,  and  said,  ^  S.  Trimmer  was  a  bigot, 

and,  having  set  up  to  herself  that  golden  image^  the 

Chvrch,  she  wanted  every  knee  to  bow  down  to  it.' 

Some  time  after  this,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  speaking 

my  mind  pretty  freely  to  Mrs  Prîscilla  Wakefield,  a 

Quaker  authoress,  who  told  him,  at  my  request,  what 

I  had  said  ;  and  soon  after  I  had  an  invitation  to  go  to 

his  school,  which  at  that  time  consisted  of  about  six 

hundred  schelars,  I  believe.     And  highly  gratified  I 

was  with  the  order  and  management  of  it.     Well,  my 

good  sir,  may  you  be  an  enthusiast  to  the  plan,  for  it 

is  indeed  beautiful  ;  and  I  hope  and  trust  you  will  live 

to  see  it  geoerally  adopted.     If  I  can  contribute  in  the 

least  towards  it,  my  satisfaction  will  be  inexpressible. 

I  know  and  feel  the  necessity  of  such  a  plan.     Many 

years  haye  I  been  labouring  by  wxiting,  and  by  per- 

sonal  attendance  in  a  school  of  industry  and  Sunday 

Bchools,  to  improye  the  children  of  the  place  I  inhabit  ; 

but,  for  want  of  teachers,  such  as  your  plan  would  fîir- 

nish,  yeiy  little  has  been  done  comparativdy.     I  am 

determined,  however,  if  it  shall  please  God  to  spare  my 

life,  to  try  what  can  be  done  in  a  new  school,  for  which 

a  joom  is  going  tp  be  built  immisdiately^     As  soon  as 
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it  is  fit  to  use^  I  will  dismîss  the  présent  scholarg^  and 
begin  again  upon  a  new  plan^  admitting  those  only 
whose  parents  will  comply  with  the  rules — and  that 
plan  shall,  as  nearly  as  possible,  be  Dr  BeU's. 

"  You  flatter  me,  my  good  Sir,  with  the  hope  that 
you  will  Write  further  on  the  subject.  I  rejoice  to  hear 
it  ;  and  my  hope  is,  that,  as  soon  as  my  pamphlet  is 
published,  you  will  follow  it  np — ^perhaps,  as  well  as 
myself,  you  may  ehoose  to  give  Mr  J.  Lancaster  some 
merit;  but  you  hâve  certainly  a  right  to  claim  your 
own  invention,  and  to  point  out  in  his  plan  what  you 
think  impravemente  and  what  you  think  the  corUrartf. 

'*  It  is  a  happiness  to  think  that,  corrupt  aa  the 
world  is,  the  public  voice  is  y  et  in  faveur  of  the  Church 
Establishment.  A  few  years  hence,  were  Mr  Lan- 
caster's  plan  to  be  fully  adopted,  the  common  people 
would  not  know  there  is  such  a  thing  aa  an  Estahlished 
Church  in  the  nation. 

'*  I  will  now  continue  my  narrative  conceming  my 
Personal  acquaintance  with  Joseph  Laucaster,  whieh  I 
left  unfinished.  The  order  of  his  school,  as  I  observed 
before,  was  such  as  I  could  not  but  admire.  He  sat 
upon  his  throne,  I  may  call  it,  like  a  king  ready  to 
receive  the  homage  of  his  subjeots,  and  in  speaking  to 
me  of  his  boys  who  are  distinguished  by  the  insignia 
of  his  '  order  of  merit,'  he  actuallv  said,  '  Thèse  are 
my  nobles/  Thèse,  however,  were  not  the  things  I 
admirei  The  quietness  and  diligence  of  the  whole 
school  were  what  pleased  me  ;  nor  cQuld  I  help  being 
diverted  with  the  military  movements  of  his  lîttle  sol- 
diers  ;  for  such  they  are  in  effect,  Yet,  upon  reflec- 
tion,  I  do  not  reckon  this  part  of  his  plan  an  imprav€' 
ment.     I  took  the  iîreedom  of  telUng  him  then,  that  I 
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thonght  the  plan  altogether  net  favourable  to  theEsta- 
blished  Church  ;  that  I  feared  the  boys^  so  educated^ 
would  be  the  children  of  habit  ;  that  they  would  hâve 
no  fixed  principe  &c.     Shortly  after  this  he  marched 
his  principal  monitors  down  to  Brentford,  to  pay  their 
respects  to  Sarah  Trimmer,  and  brought  his  young 
bride  with  him.     We  had  some  more  conversation  of  a 
ftimilar  kind;  but  parted  in  a  very  friendly  manner. 
Howeyer^  the  affair  appeared  of  more  and  more  im-> 
portance  to  me^  as  I  tumed  it  about  in  my  mind  ;  and 
I  determined  to  address  the  public  upon  this  subject^  as 
soon  as  my  leisure  would  permit  ;  and  ae  I  wanted  to 
see  more  of  his  school,  and  am  averse  to  any  under^ 
hand  proceedings^  I  told  him,  on  paying  a  second  visit, 
that  I  fihould  do  so  ;  and  he  promised,  on  his  part,  to 
take  no  offence  at  whatever  I  might  say,  but  said  he 
should  reply  to  it.   Being  engaged  last  year  from  spring 
till  autumn,  I  could  not  put  my  design  into  exécution; 
and  about  this  time  last  year,  on  my  retum  home  from 
an  excursion,  I  found  a  letter  from  J.  Lancaster,  taking 
no  notice  of  our  former  conversation,  but  requesting 
my  name  to  his  list  of  subscribers   for  an  enlarged 
édition  of  his  plan,  to  which  he  said,  '  He  made  no 
doubt  I  should,  with  pleasure,  endeavour  to  procure 
more  names  ;'  and  he  sent  me  a  short  list  of  some  very 
respectable  ones,  whom  he  designed  as  lures  to  me. 
However,  I  retumed  an  answer,  in  which,  alluding  to 
our  former  conversation,  I  refused,  in  a  civil  way,  his 
request;  since  when  I  haveneither  seen  him  nor  heard 
from  him,  though  I  hâve  been  once  more  to  his  school, 
probably  when  he  was  gone  to  some  place  or  other  to 
flolicit  Bubscriptions.     Several  of  my  friends  who  hâve 
visited  (he  school,  on  asking  ^  Whether  he  knew  me?' 
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have  been  told  that  ^  I  had  a  great  respect  for  him  ;  but 
that  I  was  too  much  bigoted  to  my  own  opinionfi  ' — 
too  narrow-minded.  I  expect  he  will  make  me  another 
visit,  in  conséquence  of  the  Guardian  ofthis  day;  but 
I  am  prepared  for  him.  A  few  days  ago,  my  sons^ 
who  have  among  their  works  a  manufactory  for  tiles, 
received  a  letter  from  him^  desiring  to  bave  some  for 
bis  new  buildmg  I  suppose,  or  rather  the  extension  of 
bis  school  in  the  Borough.  His  seal  carried  the  im- 
pression of  Péage  I  It  is  a  curious  fact  that  he  was 
not  originally  a  Quaker,  but  an  Anabaptist,  intended 
by  his  father  (who  is  a  preacher  himself  in  this  town) 
for  what  they  call  a  minister.  Whether  he  changed 
for  the  love  of  a  pretty  Quaker,  whom  he  married,  or 
whether  the  broad-brim  was  the  best  cover  for  his 
scheme,  I  cannot  say;  but  certainly,  in  the  QucJeer 
habit,  (from  the  too  hberal  indulgences  of  our  Church 
and  State  to  that  humbly  supercilious  sect,)  he  may 
take  Uberties,  and  press  forward  to  notice  more  than  a 
member  of  the  Establishment  could  do,  even  with  the 
same  degree  of  eflBrontery.  I  was  told  by  one,  to  whom 
he  boasted  of  it,  that,  at  his  first  interview  with  his 
sovereign,  he  stood  with  his  bat  upon  his  head  and 
made  a  long  oratiou,  while  his  Majesty  remained  con- 
descendingly  uncavered,  or  at  least  holding  his  hat 
above  his  head. 

''  My  good  Sir,  I  have  written  you  a  long  letter  ;  but 
I  trust  it  will  not  prove  an  uninteresting  one.  I  wish 
to  give  you  some  idea,  which,  probably  from  your  dis- 
tance from  the  metropolis,  you  might  not  have  received 
from  any  other  quarter  ;  and  I  wish  to  know  that  you 
will  stand  by  me,  and  consider  me  as  enlisted  in  your 
cause,  which,  in  fact,  is  that  of  true  Christianity.    We 
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xnQst  not  let  sectarianism  triumph  as  it  does  at  présent^ 
urithout  trying  to  prevent  it.     .     .     •     . 
^'  With  hîgh  esteem,  I  remain^  &c. 

"  S.  Teimmeb.'' 

^'  P.S. — On  reading  the  latter  part  of  J.  Lancaster's 
third  édition^  I  perceive  plainly  the  effect  of  his  con- 
férences with  you. 

Dr  BeU,  in  his  answer  to  this  letter,  (on  the  14th  of 
October,)  entera  at  great  length  into  the  subject,  and 
gives  a  complète  history  of  his  own  and  Lancaster's 
proceedings^  pointing  ont  those  passages  in  their  dif- 
férent publications  which  he  conceived  were  worthy  of 
notice.  "  I  do  not  mean,"  he  says  in  the  beginning  of 
this  letter^  ^^  to  enter  personaUy  into  any  polemical  dis- 
cussion or  controversisJ  writings  in  defence  of  my  Sys- 
tem^ nor  even  to  reclaim  my  scholastic  property^  and 
vindicate  my  Uterary  rights.  I  do  not,  however,  pre- 
dude  myself  from  publishing,  if  I  should  see  an  occa- 
sion, a  third  édition,  and  still  fiirther  digesting  the 
illustrations  of  the  System,  which  the  circumstances 
under  which  I  then  wrote  (and  now  write)  did  not 
admit  of  being  done  to  my  satisfaction.  But  to  the 
S3rstem  itself  I  hâve  nothing  to  add,  and  nothing  to  take 
away.  I  find  nothing  in  the  '  Improvements'  which 
produces  a  new  wish  in  my  mind  as  to  my  Essay.  It 
must  rest  on  its  own  basis.  I  hâve  cast  my  gauntlet  : 
let  them  wield  it  who  may.  I  know  no  one  more 
equal  to  the  task,  or  better  disposed  to  apply  it  to  the 
useful  and  pious  purposes  to  which  it  is  fitted,  than 
yourself.  If  founded,  as  I  believe,  on  truth,  it  will 
last  for  ever." 
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After  referring  Mrs  Trimmer  to  many  passages  în 
Lancaster's  pamphlet,  he  continues,  ^'  In  his  hands 
this  beautifiil  System  has  the  advantage  of  being  con- 
ducted  with  admirable  temper,  ingenuity,  and  abîlîty  ; 
and  he  discovers  much  contrivance  and  even  wît,  in 
the  ramifications  of  its  application,  in  adapting  remédies 
to  every  disorder  which  occurs,  and  promoting  émula- 
tion and  exertion  in  every  shape.** 

Soon  after  sending  this  letter,  Dr  Bell  again  wrote 
to  Mrs  Trimmer,  entering  still  more  fiilly  into  those 
détails  of  the  System  and  its  minutiss,  which  he  thought 
would  assist  hér  in  her  object  ;  and  conduded  by  saying, 
''  I  cannot  dismiss  this  subject  -without  observing^  that 
though  Mr  L.  does  not,  and  cannot  claim  the  palm  of 
originality  for  his  System  of  tuition,  yet  he  has  displayed 
much  originality,  both  in  its  application  and  his  indi- 
vidual  improvements,  and  much  contrivance  in  adapt- 
ing it  to  the  situation  and  circumstances  of  the  youth 
under  his  charge." 

No  one  could  hâve  been  more  libéral  than  Dr  Bell 
was  in  acknowledging  Lancaster^s  merits.  Much  was 
undoubtedly  owing  to  him;  not  for  having  been  the 
first  to  adopt  it  in  this  country,  for  we  hâve  seen  that 
it  had  been  practised,  both  at  St  Botolph's  and  at  Ken- 
dal,  in  1798-9,  while  Lancaster's  school  was  only  open- 
ed  in  1798  ;  and  that,  (to  use  his  own  words,)  ''  during 
several  years  he  had  essayed  to  introduce  a  better  Sys- 
tem of  tuition  into  the  school,  and  every  attempt  had 
failed."  His  merit,  therefore,  chiefly  consisted  in  being 
the  first  to  exhibit  it  in  this  country  on  the  scale  for 
which  it  was  fitted,  and  where  alone  its  peculiar 
powers  could  be  brought  into  fiill  action.  His  zeal, 
ingenuity,  and  persévérance  deserved  high  praîse,  and 
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tkifl  they  obtained.  He  seemB^  however,  to  haye  been 
bewildered  by  public  applause^  aud  not  only  to  hâve 
confounded  the  principle  of  tuition  by  the  scholaro 
themselyes  wîth  the  minor  practices,  but  to  hâve  con*- 
ceiyed  that  it  was  to  his  fertility  of  invention  in  thèse 
matters  that  his  succees  was  chiefly  oMdng.  He  had 
8o  overlaid  the  System  with  minor  practices^  new  modes 
of  punishment^  (]many  of  them  whimsical  in  the  ex-* 
treme^  and  some  of  them  of  the  most  degrading  char^ 
acter^)  orders  of  merit^  medals^  badges^  &c.,  that  the 
grand  principle  vras  hardly  to  be  discovered. 

Thèse  are  nothing  more  than  ^^  individual  inven^ 
tiong,  or  contrivances,  "which  may  be  multiplied  and 
diversified  at  pleasure,  and  even  set  aside^  without 
eesentially  afiecting  the  character  of  the  System^  which 
18  entirely  independent  of  them.'' 

Meantime  Mrs  Trimmer  was  proceeding  with  her 
intended  pubUcation^  and  she  wrote  thus  to  Dr  Bell  : — 

**  Brentfbrd,  Not.  2,  1805. 

^'  Révérend  Sir, 

^'Nothing  but  my  close  attention  to  our  friend 
Jos^h  Lancaster  should  hâve  prevented  my  acknow- 
ledging  your  former  obliging  faveur  ;  but  it  appears  to 
me  a  fEkvourable  crisis  for  beginning  to  open  peoples' 

eyes^  and  I  am  impatient  to  pubhsh I 

must  be  carefiil  not  to  alarm  Ûxepride  or  vanity  of  those 
who  are  so  infatuated  by  him.  In  proceeding  through 
his  works^  I  hâve  seen  plainly  ail  you  hâve  pointed  out; 
that  is^  I  mean  I  do  see  it  by  recollection,  and  I  shall 
hâve  occasion  to  refer  to  your  hints.  What  I  hâve 
already  done  is^  in  the  first  phtce^  to  trace  the  reUgious 
and  moral  principles  of  his  System  pretty  copiously; 
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then  to  gîve,  by  way  of  contrasta  a  vîew  of  the  ndtùmal 
System  of  éducation,  which  I  hâve  done  in  an  abridge- 
ment  of  Dr  Talbot's  ^'  Christian  Schoolmaster."  I  am 
going  on  to  examine  into  the  state  of  éducation  among 
the  children  of  the  lower  orders.  I  shall  endeavour  to 
show  the  great  improvement  there  would  be  in  adopt- 
ing  Lancaster's  mode  of  teaching  in  ail  thèse  schools  ; 
and  shall  show  that  it  does  not  require  ail  the  plans  Ij. 
proposes  to  effect  it,  since  its  original  auihor,  Dr 
Bell,  united  them  in  the  first  instance.  I  hâve  been 
epitomizing  the  '^  History  of  the  Borough  School,**  and 
transcribed  what  he  said  in  the  first  part  conceming  his 
obligations  to  Dr  Bell.  In  short,  my  good  sir,  I  hope 
to  forward  your  admirable  plan,  without  producing  any 
thing  Uke  rivalship  between  you  and  him.  He  can  be 
of  great  use  in  the  matter,  and  I  will  endeavour  so  to 
manage  as  to  leave  him  room  to  act  his  proper  part. 
But  not  to  pull  down  the  church,  which  he  would  soon 
do  with  both  hands  if  he  could.  I  design  to  dedicate 
to  the  Society  for  promoting  Christian  Knowledge. 
I  endeavour  at  présent  to  avoid  hostility  ;  but  the  fur- 
ther  I  go  into  his  book,  the  more  I  think  of  his  prin- 
ciples  and  his  views. — ^With  high  esteem,  I  remain, 
&c. 

^'  S.  Teimmee." 

Before  the  end  of  the  month  the  work  was  corn- 
pleted,  and  she  wrote  to  Dr  Bell,  informing  him  *'  that 
it  was  not  only  written  but  printed.** 

This  pamphlet  was  entitled,  ^^A  Comparative  View 
ofthe  New  Plan,  0/ Education  promulgaied  hy  Mr 
Joseph  Lancaster,  in  his  Tracts  concerning  the  In- 
struction of  the  Children  ofthe  Laixmring  Part  ofthe 
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Community  ;  and  of  the  System  of  Christian  Educa* 
iionfounded  by  ourpiousForefathersfor  the  Initiation 
ofthe  Young  Members  of  the  Established  Church  in 
the  Principles  ofthe  Reformed  Religion.'' 

After  Mrs  Trimmer  had  discussed  Mr  Lancaster's 
book^  she  proceeded  to  notice  a  work  of  Dr  Talbot's, 
whîch  she  had  before  alluded  to  in  her  letters  to  Dr 
Bell.  "  This  excellent  work,"  she  says,  "  was  pub- 
linhed  early  in  the  last  century  (I  believe)  by  Dr 
Talbot,  who,  at  the  time  he  wrote  it,  was  chaplain  to 
the  Duke  of  Somerset,  and  rector  of  Spoflforth,  in  York- 
shire/'  This  book  contains  a  long  disquisition  on  the 
requisite  qualifications  for  a  schoolmaster,  &c.  ;  and,  in 
the  foUowing  passages,  the  author  lays  down  some 
practices  not  unlike  those  of  the  Madras  System  : — 

*'  Since,  therefore,  it  bas  pleased  our  good  Lord  to 
ordain  so  much  strength  out  of  the  mouth  of  babes  for 
the  setting  forth  of  bis  glory,  that  children  are  as  soon 
capable  of  memory  as  of  speech,  and  of  being  fed  with 
tbe  sincère  milk  of  God's  word  almost  as  soon  as  they 
are  weaned  from  that  of  their  mother's  breast  ;  that  no 
time  may  be  lost  by  the  master,  if  it  bas  been  neglected 
bj  the  parents,  to  instil  thèse  necessary  principles  into 
the  yoimgest  of  bis  scholars,  it  will  be  advisable  that 
even  those  who  cannot  read,  should  immediately,  upon 
their  first  admission  into  school,  be  taught  to  say  the 
Creed  and  the  Lord's  Frayer,  with  the  explanatory 
answers  belonging  to  each,  by  fréquent  répétition, 
either  firom  the  mouth  of  their  master,  or  (which,  per- 
haps,  may  be  za  well)  from  some  of  the  elder  scholars  ; 
both  the  teacher  and  leamer,  in  the  latter  case,  being 
made  accountable  to  their  master  for  the  progress  that 
18  made.''   His  instructions,  in  a  subséquent  part  of  bis 

YOL.  II.  K 
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work,  for  réadîng,  are  also  worthy  of  notice,  as  being 
much  in  accordance  with  those  in  use  under  the  Madras 
System. 

^*  The  third  part  of  instruction  which  is  incumbent 
upon  our  schoolmaster,  viz.  that  of  training  up  the 
children  under  his  care  in  such  necessary  parts  of 
learning  as  are  most  suitable  to  their  condition  and 
capacity,  and  will  be  useful  in  every  state  and  circum- 
stance  of  their  life,  which  are  chiefly  thèse  three  : — 

*M.  Reading.     2.  Writing.     3.  Arithmetic. 

^^  In  order  to  the  first  of  thèse,  after  they  hâve  gone 
through  the  letters  of  the  alphabet,  he  must  instruct 
them  in  the  true  spelling  of  words,  and  the  distinction 
of  syllables,  by  the  help  of  some  proper  spelling-book 
for  that  purpose,  From  this  they  may  proceed  to  the 
reading  of  words,  as  they  are  joined  together  in  a  sen- 
tence ;  and  great  care  must  be  taken  from  the  begin- 
ning  that  each  syllable,  and  every  word,  may  be  pro- 
nounced  very  plainly,  distinctly,  and  audibly,  without 
muttering  or  stammering,  (where  that  defect  îs  not 
natural  and  incurable,)  and  without  any  disagreeable 
tone,  which  ail  children  are  very  apt  to  learn  from  one 
another,  if  it  be  suffered  or  encouraged  in  any.  Tliey 
must  likewise  be  taught  the  différence  and  use  of  the 
points  or  stops,  the  due  observation  of  which  is  very 
necessary  towards  their  reading  of  each  sentence  dis- 
tinctly and  intelligibly,  and  also  to  make  them  mind 
îind  understand  what  they  read," 
.-  Mrs  Trimmer  goes  on  to  extract  largely  from  this 
work,  saying,  that  "  her  chief  object  was  to  show,  in  a 
satisfactory  manner,  what  kind  of  persons  should  be 
employed  as  teachers  in  schools  for  eleemosynary  in- 
struction attached  to  the  Church  of  England,  and  in 
what  manner  such  an  one  ought  to  perform  his  office.** 
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"  My  readers/'  she  continues,  "  wîll  observe  that,  in 
some  respects,  Mr  Lancaster*s  plan,  as  before  described, 
will  be  found  to  tally  with  it  ;  but  that  in  the  most 
essential  part  they  widely  diflfer,  according  to  Ûiefoun- 
dation  on  which  they  are  respectively  built,  viz.  the 
national  System  on  the  Church  Catechism,  (to  which 
every  part  of  Dr  Talbot's  work  refers,)  Mr  Lancaster 
on  the  basis  of  morality  alone,  under  the  name  of  the 
leading  principles  of  Christianity.  The  first  teaching 
duties,  the  latter  creating  habits;  the  one  calculated 
to  regulate  the  passions,  and  subdue  the  evil  propen- 
sities  of  the  youthfiil  heart  ;  the  other,  in  some  things, 
cherishing  and  indulging  the  passions  beyond  due 
bounds.  Such,  upon  examination,  I  présume,  will  be 
found  the  différent  characteristics  of  the  two  Systems 
which  I  hâve  endeavoured  to  display." 

On  the  30th  of  November  Mrs  Trimmer  sent  a 
copy  of  the  pamphlet  to  Dr  Bell,  who  had  "  requested 
to  be  considered  as  a  subscriber  to  ail  her  fiiture  pub- 
lications," together  with  a  copy  of  her  Economy  of 
Charity;  but  not  receiving  any  acknowledgment  of 
their  arrivai,  she  wrote  to  him  on  the  lOth  of  De- 
cember,  expressing  her  fears  that  he  had  not  received 
her  parcel,  and  tells  him  at  the  same  time,  '^  that  her 
pamphlet  was  very  honourably  received  at  a  full  Board 
of  the  Society  for  promoting  Christian  Knowledge.  1 
hâve  also,"  she  says,  *'  had  a  letter  from  Dr  Gaskin, 
and  another  from  Archdeacon  Pott,  who  did  me  the 
honour  to  consider  the  work  as  I  could  wish  the  friends 
of  the  Established  Church  in  gênerai  to  do— as  likely  to 
awaken  the  attention  of  the  public  to  a  great  national 
object.  I  bave  also  presented  a  copy  of  the  work  to  the 
Bishop  of  London,  who  received  it  very  graciously,  and 
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promised  to  read  ît  with  attention.  In  the  course  of 
conversation,  hîs  lordship  said  he  perfectly  recoUected 
having  read  Dr  Bell's  experiment  when  it  first  came 
ont.  I  hâve  likewise  sent  a  copy  to  the  Bishop  of 
Durham  and  St  David's,  and  shall  send  one  to  the 
Bishop  of  St  Asaph,  who  hâve  ail  of  them  paid  great 
attention  to  my  humble  labours.  But  I  never  wrote 
any  thing  yet  that  I  felt  so  anxious  to  get  into  the 
hands  of  the  clergy  as  this.  The  further  I  hâve  looked 
into  Lancaster's  work,  the  worse  opinion  I  hâve  of  his 
views  and  intentions.  It  is  a  great  satisfaction  to  me 
to  find,  by  the  last  number  of  the  Orthodox  Church- 
man^  that  he  is  attacked  from  another  quarter.  The 
confidence  of  Lancaster  is  surprising.  He  is  totally 
ignorant  of  every  principle  of  good  éducation^  and  his 
plan  is  a  direct  perversion  of  yours. 

'^  Amongst  other  persons  to  whom  I  hâve  sent  copies^ 
was  one  lady  whose  opinion  many  would  take  up,  and 
she  thought  me  actuated  by  bigotry^  &c.  &c.^  in  writ* 
ing  against  such  a  ItheraUminded  man.  She  sent  me 
Word,  when  she  had  read  half  the  book,  that  she 
thought  I  wrote  candidly,  though  strong.  But,  my 
good  sir,  it  is  not  what  this  person  or  the  other  may 
think  of  my  writing,  but  whether  there  is  any  chance 
of  my  exciting  those  of  greater  abiUty  and  influence 
than  myself  to  co-operate  in  something  or  other,  for  the 
prévention  of  what  I  conçoive  to  be  a  deep-Iaid  plan 
against  the  Church.  My  fear  is,  that  the  Méthodiste 
will  make  great  advantage  of  the  plan.  I  was  told  by 
a  lady  who  visited  the  school  last  summer,  that  there 
were  thirteen  of  the  principal  Methodist  preachers  of 
London  there  that  day,  and  that  Lancaster  said  they 
came  almost  every  public  day." 
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Dr  Bell  did  not  receive  her  pamphlet  until  about 
ten  dayB  after  it  was  dispatched^  and  in  acknowledging 
the  receipt  of  it  he  wrote  as  follows  : — 

'' Swanage,  Dec.  11,  1805. 

"  Dear  Madam^ 

"  Yesterday  I  was  favoured  wîth  your  *  Compa- 
rative Review,*  and  my  old  friend  the  '  Economy  of 
Cbarity/  for  which  y  ou  hâve  my  best  acknowledg- 
ments.  The  latter  book  was  recommended  to  me  by 
my  Archdeaeon  Hall^  on  institution^  and  I  immedi- 
ately  procured  a  copy  ;  and  I  «hall  take  care  that^  while 
I  retain  your  copy,  my  former  is  employed  in  the  man- 
ner  most  suitableto  the  wishes  of  the  authoress.  With 
the  former  I  can  scarcely  sayhow  much  I  am  chaxmed, 
You  hâve  achieved  a  work  of  great  national  importance. 
J,  L.  would  not  hâve  been  unmasked  for  years  but 
for  you.  Ever  since  I  conversed  with  him,  and  read 
some  of  his  familiar  letters,  I  hâve  suspected  that  he 
has  much  assistance  in  his  published  works  of  every 
kind.  He  is  illiterate  and  ignorant,  with  a  brazen 
front^  consummate  assurance,  and  the  most  artfal  and 
plausible  address,  not  without  ability  and  ingenuity, 
heightened  in  its  effects  under  the  Quaker's  guise. 
His  account  of  his  family  in  unguarded  moments — 
Dissenters,  Roman  CathoUcs,  Infidels — is  most  extra- 

ordinary While  I  am  writing,  I 

am  favoured  with  yours  of  the  lOth,  and  rejoice  ex- 
ceedingly  in  the  début  which  your  admirable  produc- 
tion has  made.  The  great  defects  of  J.  L.'s  System  are 
detected  with  such  perspecuity,  as  must  carry  convic- 
tion to  every  son  of  the  Church  ;  and  you  hâve  gone 
a  great  way  to  show  his  want  of  originality,,which  may 
easily  be  followed  up. 
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'^  What  you  say  of  preventîng  the  spreàd  of  this 
scheme  against  the  Church,  is  what  some  years  ago 
occurred  to  me  ;  and  I  then  said  what  I  shall  never 
cease  to  repeat,  that  I  know  of  but  one  way  eflfectually 
to  check  thèse  eflTorts — and  it  is  by  able  and  well 
directed  eflTorts  of  our  hands.  A  scheme  of  éducation, 
patronized  by  Church  and  State,  originating  in  the 
Government,  and  superintended  by  a  member  of  the 
EstabUshment,  would  most  eflfectually  promote  our 
views  ;  and,  in  such  a  case,  I  know  of  no  one  who  is  so 
likely  to  command  attention,  and  produce  the  consum- 
mation  so  devoutly  to  be  desired,  as  yourself." 

In  answer  to  this  letter,  Mrs  Trimmer  addressed  to 
Dr  Bell  the  following  long  account  of  the  eflfect  which 
lier  pubUcation  had  produced  : — 

"  Brentford,  January  1,  1806. 

''  Rev.  Sir, 

"  I  hâve  much  wished  for  leisure  to  reply  to  your 
last  favour  of  the  llth  of  December.  But,  after  fiinish- 
îng  my  pamphlet,  I  had  the  number  of  my  '  Guardian' 
to  compose,  and  various  correspondence  respecting  the 
former  to  attend  to  ;  so  that  I  hâve  really  had  no  time 
but  such  small  portions  as  I  was  obliged  to  seize  upon 
for  récréation.  I  hâve  now  the  pleasure  to  inform 
you,  that  I  trust  our  cause  is  going  on  well.  I  will 
give  you,  in  continuation  of  our  confidential  corre^ 
spondence,  a  few  détails.  I  do  not  know  whether  you 
see  *  The  Orthodox  ChurchmatCs  Magazine^*  or  not. 
I  shall  thereforo  begin  with  that.  In  the  number  pub- 
lished  the  Ist  of  December,  a  note  frora  a  pamphlet 
addressed    to   the   Society   for  promoting    Christian 
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Knowledge  was  înBerted^  concernîng  Mr  Lancaster'd 
plan,  of  which  tlie  writer  seems  to  entertain  similar 
ideas  with  ourselves.  In  the  number  published  the 
iirst  of  this  monthy  there  is  a  long  and  very  handsome 
critique  on  my  pamphlet,  the  writer  of  which  has 
exactly  entered  into  my  views  of  recommending  the 
method  of  instruction,  and  giving  Lancaster  crédit  for 
ail  that  he  can  possibly  claim,  (and  much  more>  indeed^ 
as  he  is  not  the  inventor,^  but  highly  censuring  his 
êectarian  System.  At  the  end  of  the  British  Criticg 
just  published,  there  is  a  letter  from  an  anonymous 
writer,  (who  promises  to  give  the  publisher  his  name,) 
in  which  some  strong  strictures  are  made  upon  Mr 
Lancaster's  plan,  and  cautions  given  against  its  adop- 
tion. Thèse,  my  good  sir,  are  promising  symptoms,  I 
think.  I  hâve  had  some  very  pleasant  letters  concern- 
ing  my  work  from  respectable  persons,  amongst  whom 
is  a  right  révérend  prelate,  whose  see  is  in  a  distant 
county,  and  whose  name  is  amongst  Mr  Lancaster's 
subscribers.  His  lordship  says,  'that  he  subscribed 
to  Mr  Lancaster's  proposai,  with  the  hope  of  seeing, 
by  its  establishment,  a  more  effectuai  mode  of  éduca- 
tion brought  into  common  practice  than  has  hitherto 
prevailed  ;  but  that  he  did  not  certainly  subscribe  to 
his  principle,  that  the  teacher  should  be  independent 
of  the  subscribers,'  &c.  &c. 

"  I  hâve  also  received  a  letter  from  a  nobleman,  of 
whom  I  hâve  no  personal  knowledge,  who  says,  that 
*  since  reading  my  pamphlet,  he  rejoices  that  he  with- 
stood  the  variety  of  solicitations  which  hâve  been  made 
to  hlm  verbally,  as  well  as  by  letter,  to  become  one  of 
Mr  Lancaster's  advocates  and  supporters  ;*  and  I  hâve 
heard  of  several  people  of  rank  and  influence  who  con- 
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tinue  to  speak  in  high  terms  of  the  method  ofinstruC' 
tion,  but  disclaiming  ail  ideas  of  intendîng  to  eztend 
their  patronage  beyond  it  ;  and  I  think,  that  when 
the  famîlies  corne  to  town  for  tbe  meeting  of  Parlia- 
ment,  the  affair  will  be  miich  canvassed^  and  that  Mr 
Lancaster  wiU  find  hîs  flight  impeded  a  little.  I  hear. 
he  is  exeeedingly  elated  by  his  surprising  success  with 
the  royal  family,  and  such  numbers  of  great  people  as 
followed  the  royal  example;  but  I  hâve  reason  to 
think  there  is  a  caution  in  that  quarter.  I  also  hear 
that  Lancaster  has  tired  some  of  his  first  advocates  by 
his  continuai  intrusions  and  superciUous  airs.  He  was 
told  of  my  work  by  a  révérend  lord^  whosé  title  I 
cannot  recollect,  but  who  went  to  see  his  schooL  Lan- 
caster said,  that  ^  if  my  book  was  properly  written,  he 
should  answer  it  ;  if  not,  he  should  know  what  to  do.* 
The  bookseller  who  gave  me  this  anecdote^  says,  that 
Lancaster  sent  to  his  shop  for  two  copies  that  very 
day — one  for  himself,  the  other  for  the  friend  who 
apparently  helps  him,  I  suppose. 

"  I  must  now  tell  you,  that  I  hâve  in  a  corner 
a  wise  and  experienced  friend,  who  has  seen,  with  hîs 
own  eye,  the  sad  effects  of  generalizing  plans  on  the 
Continent,  and  from  whom  I  had  some  very  valuable 
advice,  préviens  to  the  writing  my  pamphlet.  This 
gentleman  sees  the  matter  in  the  same  Ught  as  I  do — 
as  a  perversion  of  your  excellent  plan  for  purposes 
deeper  than  meet  the  eye.  On  being  applied  to  by 
a  fiîend  in  Ireland  to  give  his  sentiments  conceming 
Lancaster,  he  has  written  a  French  letter  to  him, 
(which,  were  I  near  to  you,  I  would  communicate,)  in 
which  he  refers  him  to  the  works  of  the  Abbé  Bamiel 
and  Professer  Robinson  for  the  prototype  of  Lanças^ 
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tet^s  mfstem^  as  it  relates  to  religion,  in  their  account  of 
the  schools  on  the  Continent. 
'*  Believe  me  to  be,  very  respectfiilly  yours, 

«  S.  Trimmeb.» 

Mrs  Trîmmer's  labours  in  the  cause  at  this  time 
must  be  considered  as  very  important.  She  was  already 
irell  known  in  the  literary  world  ;  and  haying  for  some 
time  made  the  subject  of  éducation^  as  it  were,  her 
peculiar  province,  her  présent  work  was  likely  to  feU 
into  the  hands  of  exactly  the  right  class  of  readers. 
Her  timely  criticism  on  Lancaster  arrested  him,  we 
may  say,  in  mid  career,  and  called  the  attention  of 
those  who  had  hitherto  supported  him  to  the  real 
merits  of  the  case.  It  was,  in  fact,  as  will  be  seen, 
in  a  great  measure,  owing  to  her  that  Dr  Bell  was 
mduced  to  leave  his  retirement  at  Swanage.  At  pré- 
sent she  was  the  chief  means  whereby  he  obtained  in- 
formation, as  to  how  matters  were  proceeding.  *'  I  see 
nothing/'  he  writes  in  answer  to  her  last  communica- 
tion, "  hear  nothing,  know  nothing,  but  what  you  tell 
me.  Having  spent  my  life  for  the  most  part  abroad, 
I  hâve  no  acquaintance  among  my  metropolitan  breth- 
ren,  and  no  wish,  at  my  period  of  life,  to  form  new 
associations."     •     .     •     • 

Her  next  letter  brought  him  fresh  intelligence  of  the 
results  of  her  exertions.  *'  I  hâve  now,"  she  writes, 
"  the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  I  think  my  pamphlet 
bas  made  considérable  impression  on  the  minds  of  many 
people  who  had  been  led  away  by  Lancaster's  plausi- 
bility,  and  in  the  right  way.  I  hâve  heard  from  several 
quarters  of  a  change  of  measures  in  respect  to  schools 
about  to  be  established  or  improved,  in  order  to  intro- 
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duce  your  method  of  teaching,  and  omit  what  you  very 
properly  call  L.'s  quackeryy  as  well  as  to  guard  against 
his  innovation  upon  the  national  System.  A  lady  from 
Kensington  told  me  there  was  a  proposai  for  establish- 
ing  a  school  for  training  girls  for  schoolmistresses  and 
iipper  nurserymaids,  by  the  society  for  bettering  the 
condition  of  the  poor,  in  the  forming  of  which  Dr 
Belts  plartf  not  LancastefSy  would  be  the  model.  I 
also  heard  that  a  large  charity  school  at  Durham, 
intended  as  a  model  for  the  whole  county,  was  to  be 
regulated  according  to  yom-  plan,  &c.  &c.  In  short, 
1  hâve  reason  to  believe  that  Lancaster  bas  experienced 
great  mortification  and  disappointment.  Last  week 
he  accidentally  met  with  Dr  Rennel,  (Master  of  the 
Temple,)  in  a  bookseller's  shop,  who  attacked  him 
about  not  teaching  his  scholars  to  pray,  and  they  had 
a  warm  conversation.  By  way  of  excuse  Lancaster 
says,  that  I  know  he  uses  thefirst  book  ofmy  Tetich^ 
er^s  Assistant,  in  which  the  Lord*s  prayer  is  explained. 
This  is  a  poor  subterfuge,  because,  though  he  may  use 
the  book,    it  does  not  follow  he  uses  the  whole  of 

it." 

Every  letter  from  Mrs  Trimmer  now  brought  him 
some  new  information,  and  he  urges  her  to  write  con- 
stantly  and  unreservedly  to  him.  In  the  following  March 
shc  again  writes  thus — *^In  respect  toLancaster,agreater 
progress  bas  been  made  tovvards  opening  the  eyes  of  the 
public  to  his  plan  than  I  expected,  as  I  shall  tell  you 
in  confidence.  Through  the  well-directed  zeal  of  an 
excellent  friend  of  mine,  the  Rev.  Mr  Plimley,  who  is 
the  rector  of  Windsor,  the  arrogant  Quaker  has  been 
disappointed  in  his  attempt  to  set  up  a  school  there, 
which  was  to  be  called  the  king's  school,  and  I  bave 
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crery  reason  to  thînk  that  ail  which  he  included  under 
the  term  "  Royal  Patronagey*  will  be  in  future  dis^ 
continued.  The  dignitarîes  of  the  church  also,  even 
the  highesty  are  fiiUy  convinced  of  the  danger  of  the 
plan  of  forming  the  children  of  the  lower  orders  into 
one  organized  hody,  &c.  &c.,  and  hâve  consulted 
together  concerning  the  measures  which  may  be  proper 
to  employ  to  prevent  its  taking  eflfect.  The  Anti- 
Jacobin  Review  has  attacked  Lancaster  violently,  taking 
my  pamphlet  as  the  basis  of  their  animadversions.  The 
Society  for  promoting  Christian  Knowledge  are  dé- 
sirons to  take  an  active  part  against  him.  Many  per- 
sons  of  great  weight  in  Ireland  are  inclined  to  do  the 
same.  In  short,  his  wings  will  be  clipped  in  some 
degree;  yet  I  dare  not  form  any  very  sanguine  hope 
that  the  mischief  will  be  eflTectually  done  away." 

The  effect  of  this  correspondence  was,  that  Dr  Bell 
now  began  to  feel  anxious  to  hâve  a  wider  field  of 
action  than  Swanage  afforded  him,  in  order  that  he 
might  personally  assist  in  the  dissémination  of  his  Sys- 
tem, and  no  longer  remain  a  mère  passive  spectator  of 
what  was  going  forward. 

The  first  wish  of  this  sort  is  thus  expressed  in  a 
letter  to  Mrs  Trimmer,  of  the  llth  of  December 
1805:— 

"  You  hâve  almost,"  he  writes,  ''  inspired  me  with 
a  wish  again  to  step  forward  into  more  active  life  than 
in  Swanage.  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  ail  the  success 
which  has  attended  L.'s  school,  is  solcly  owing  to  the 
gcneral  principle  of  teaching  by  the  pupils  of  the  insti- 
tution, and  that  we  could  produce  the  full  effect  with- 
out  his  quackery  and  buffbonery,  &c.  &c.,  by  the  sim- 
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pie  arrangements  of  tlie  Maie  Asylum  at  Madras,  which 
are  sufficient  for  every  purpose." 

To  this  she  thus  replies  în  her  next  letter  : — 

'*  BreDtford,  January  1,  1806. 

^*  You  say,  sir,  that  ^  I  hâve  almost  inspired  you  with 
a  wish  again  to  step  fbrward  into  active  life/  I  wîsh 
you  could  do  so,  in  some  way  that  wotdd  put  your  own 

genuine  plan  forward I  hope  you  will 

be  înduced  to  corne  to  town  in  the  sprmg.  If  you 
could  hâve  conversation  with  some  of  the  leading  mem- 
bers  of  the  Society  for  promoting  Christian  Knowledge, 
you  would  be  able  to  judge  where  your  part  lies.  I 
know  of  some  very  respectable  characters  who  would 
be  glad  to  confer  with  you.  Dr  Gaskin,  the  excellent 
secretary  of  the  Society,  you  are  probably  acquainted 
with.  Should  you  be  induced  to  vîsit  the  metropolis, 
I  hope  you  would  faveur  me  with  your  company  ;  and 
should  you  find  it  advisable  to  corne  in  the  spring, 
when  we  hope  to  open  our  new  room,  what  an  advan- 
tage  would  it  be  to  us  to  hâve  your  advice!  I  cannot 
présume  to  advise  you;  but  I  think,  were  I  in  your 
place,  I  should  follow  Mr  Lancaster  up  a  little,  and 
bring  my  own  plan  still  forwarder  to  public  observation 
as  the  original  one — ^not  from  motives  which  your  mind 
is  above,  as  I  trust  my  own  is  also — ^but  that  the  public 
might  at  once  take  up  the  matter  at  the  right  end,  by 
seeing  that  the  experiment  might  be  made  in  an  casier 
way  than  by  foUowing  Lancaster's  whimseys." 

Dr  Bell  seems  at  this  time  to  hâve  been  in  some 
doubt  as  to  whether  he  would  let  matters  take  their 
own  course,  or  appear  himself  on  the  scène  of  action. 
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"  You  must  not  expect  me  to  appear  in  opposition  to 
any  System,"  he  writes  to  Mrs  Trimmer,  in  January 
1806,  ^*or  at  ail  to  mix  in  any  controversy.  If  my 
plan  be  founded  in  nature  and  tnith,  (be  of  God,)  it 
will  prevail,  if  not  it  will  fall  ;  and  what  could  I  bave 
done,  wbat  can  I  do,  which  you  bave  not  done  witb  fiar 
more  effect  and  abiUty  ?  " 

Tbese  feelings,  bowever,  were  not  of  long  continu- 
ance  ;  for  in  tbe  course  of  tbe  next  montb  be  wrote  to 
Mr  Calcraft,  requesting  bis  interest  in  &your  of  bis 
eitber  excbanging  Swanage  for  some  otber  preferment 
more  eligibly  situated,  or  of  some  otber  arrangement 
wbereby  be  migbt  be  enabled  to  render  bis  serrices 
more  available  to  tbe  cause  of  éducation.     ^  I  seek 
no  new  émolument,"  be  says,    *^  no  increase  of  my 
ample  bénéfice,  wbicb  bas  already  tumed  ont  far  be- 
yond  any  ezpectations  I  bad  beretofore  formed  of  it.   T 
seek  only  to  be  transferred  into  a  more  congenial  soi], 
wbere  my  labours  may  yield  a  bappier  barvest."     He 
tben  proceeds  to  state  bis  reasons  for  making  tbis  appli- 
cation, refers  to  bis  pubUcations  on  tbe  subject,  and 
to  tbe  success  of  Mr  Lancaster's  scbool.     Speaking 
of  wbicb,  be  says,   *^  Hos  ego  versiculos  feci,  tulit 
alter  bonorem  ;  "  and  adds,  '^  Afber  ail,  if  tbe  expe- 
riment  does  not  speak  for  itself,  aU  tbat  bas  been 
HÛd  in  its  bebalf  will  avail  notbing  ;  but  if  it  deserve 
ever  so  Httle,  ever  so  Utde  will  content  me— an  équiva- 
lent Uving  in  excbange,  or  useful  employment  witbout 
émolument,  till  an  excbange  can  be  affected." 

Tbis  application  was  immediately  foUowedup  by  a  cir« 
colar  letter,  addressed  to  tbose  members  of  tbe  Goyem- 
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ment^  &c.,  to  whom,  in  1797,  he  had  sent  copies  of  the 
Madras  report.  In  this^  as  in  his  application  to  Mr 
Calcraft  just  mentioned,  he  refers  to  his  pamphlet  and 
to  Lancaster's  school  ;  and  then  thus  clearly  states  the 
object  and  grounds  of  his  request  : — ^'  It  is  not  émolu- 
ment which  I  seek  for  ;  it  is  usefal  employment  ;  it  is 
an  officiai  post,  whence  I  may  be  enabled  to  rear  in 
Europe  the  fabric  of  which  I  laid  the  foundation  in 
Asià.  It  was  my  officiai  situation  of  minister  of  St 
Mary*s,  at  Madras,  and  chaplain  of  Fort  St  George,  &c., 
that  gave  weight  and  influence  to  my  gratuitous  services 
in  the  organization  and  superintendence  of  the  Maie 
Asylum  ;  and  I  now  make  a  tender  of  my  gratuitous 
services  in  faveur  of  any  public  institution  where 
Government  may  deem  them  usefiil  ;  or,  if  no  such 
object  be  under  the  contemplation  of  Government,  it 
may  suffice  for  my  purpose  to  obtain  a  position  which, 
dispensing  with  my  résidence  at  this  insulated  village, 
(where  certain  peculiarities,  well-known  to  my  patron 
Mr  Calcraft,  preclude  ail  improvement  beyond  what 
has  already  been  achieved,)  may  give  me  an  occasion, 
at  my  own  instance,  of  demonstrating  to  future  généra- 
tions, that  the  plant  grown  at  Madras  may,  in  its  ori- 
ginal, simple,  and  undisguised  form,  be  raised  to  matu- 
rity  in  Britain."  \ 

It  does  not  appear  what  answer  was  retumed 
either  to  his  letter  to  Mr  Calcraft,  or  to  the  circular 
from  which  I  hâve  just  quoted.  In  liis  next  letter  to 
Mrs  Trimmer,  he  makes  the  same  statement  as  regards 
his  wishes  to  leave  Swanage,  and  informs  her  of  his 
intention  of  being  in  London  soon  after  Easter.  This 
intention  he  fulfilled  ;  but  the  only  information  we  hâve 
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conceming  hîs  stay  in  town,  is  contained  in  a  letter  to 
a  friend^  written  some  time  afterwards,  wherein  he 
says — "  I  spent  a  day  with  Mrs  Trimmer  en  passant^ 
visited  her  Sunday  school^  and  had  an  interview  with 
Dr  Gaskin,  secretary  to  the  Society  for  promoting 
Christian  Knowledge  ;  **  and  in  one  to  Mrs  Trimmer, 
"which  chiefly  contains  observations  on  the  necessity  of 
immédiate  action.  Although  it  does  not  appear  that 
much  was  at  this  time  effected  by  this  visit,  the  work 
was  still  progressing,  and  every  letter  from  Mrs  Trim- 
mer brought  him  new  and  gratifying  inteUigence, 
Several  clergymen,  in  and  near  London,  had  begun  to 
tum  their  attention  to  the  subject,  especially  Mr  Gérard 
Andrews,  rector  of  St  James's,  who  was  very  désirons 
of  introducing  the  System  into  that  parish,  and  ex- 
pressed,  through  Mrs  Trimmer,  his  wish  to  be  informed 
how  he  could  best  forward  Dr  Bell's  views.  Mr  Plim- 
ley,  also,  curato  of  Windsor,  who  had  taken  much 
pains  to  prevent  Lancaster's  establishing  a  school  there, 
was  desh-ous  of  forming  one  on  Dr  Belles  plan. 
The  prospect,  therefore,  looked  more  favourable,  and 
Dr  Bell  became  more  and  more  désirons  of  personally 
assisting  in  the  dissémination  of  his  System.  '^  AU 
that  I  wish  for,"  he  writes,  "  in  undertaking  the  task 
for  which  I  conçoive  myself  fitted,  is,  first,  that  I  may 
not  be  withdrawn  from  those  professional  occupations, 
which  are  not  more  consonant  with  my  duty  as  a 
clergyman  than  necessary  to  my  happiness  as  a  Chris- 
tian, but  that  I  may  hâve  simultaneous  duty  to  per- 
form  professionally,  along  with  the  scholastic  super- 
intendence."     .... 

^^  I  certainly  agrée  with  you  as  to  St  James's  being 
;ui  excellent  field  in  which  to  commence  opérations  ;  its 
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central  and  commanding  situation  gives  it  many  advan-- 
tages  ;  and,  if  nothing  better  can  be  done^  I  beg  you 
will  tender  my  services  to  Mr  Andrews,  whom  I  am 
ready  to  assîst  with  ail  my  might  as  soon  as  I  can  visit 
London.  I  hope  to  be  soon  able  to  be  there  and  pay 
my  Personal  respects  to  him  ;  and  if,  in  the  mean  time, 
I  can  do  any  thing,  I  need  not  say  what  pleaaure  it  will 
give  me." 

Mrs  Trimmer  communicated  the  contents  of  this  let- 
ter  to  Mr  Andrews  and  Mr  Plimley,  '^  both  of  whom," 
she  writes,  "  are  very  sensible  of  the  liberality  and  dis- 
interestedness  of  this  proposai,  and  are  unanimous  in 
the  wish  that  you  were  situated  in  a  parish  where  you 
could  hâve  fiill  scope  for  your  exertions.'*  From  what 
she  said  in  continuation,  however,  it  appeared  that  both 
she  and  Dr  Bell  had  been  too  sanguine  in  their  expecta- 
tiens.  New  obstacles  now  sprung  up,  from  the  schools 
generally  being  under  the  management  of  trustées,  who 
were  rarely  unanimous  in  consenting  to  the  adoption 
of  any  new  scheme  ;  and  some  of  whom,  from  ignorance 
or  préjudice,  opposed  every  altération,  as  an  injurious 
innovation.  She  had  not  communicated  Dr  Bdl'a  laat 
letter  to  the  Bishop  of  London,  because  **  there  was  an 
expression  in  it  which  seemed  to  cast  some  reflection 
on  his  lordship  for  not  paying  greater  attention  to  bis 
plan  in  the  beginning  ;"  she  therefore  requested  him  to 
Write  another,  containing  a  répétition  of  his  ofFers  of 
assistance,  ^*  which,"  she  says,  *'  I  ynUl  take  care  is 
conveyed  to  the  bishop."  This  was  done  accordingly^ 
but  nothing  further  appears  on  this  subject;  and  it  does 
not  seem  that  his  lordship,  at  that  time,  took  much 
pains  in  the  matter,  though  he  afterwards,  as  will  be 
seen,  became  very  active  in  forwarding  Dr  Belles  views. 
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CHAPTER  XXII. 

Mr  Mackenzie — ^the  System  introduced  into  the  Whitechapel  Ôchools,  and 
into  a  new  Institution  at  Gower*s  Walk  founded  for  that  purpose. 

About  two  months  after  the  commencement  ot  this 
correspondence  with  Mrs  Trimmer,  some  letters  passed 
between  Dr  Bell  and  Mr  Mackenzie— a  gentleman 
who  had  much  property  în  the  Highlands — ^regarding 
the  practicability  of  introducing  the  System  into  that 
part  of  Scotland.  This  correspondence  was  opened 
by  Mr  Mackenzie^  who,  at  the  time,  wrote  to  Dr  Bell 
as  to  an  entire  stranger  ;  it  came  ont,  however,  soon 
after,  that  they  had  been  class-fellows  at  St  Andrews 
in  1770. 

Owing  to  the  number  of  obstacles  which  occurred, 
nothing  was  àone  in  this  mattêr;  the  letters  them- 
selyes^  which  are  interesting  as  showing  what  some  of 
the  causes  were,  which  at  that  time  retarded  the  pro- 
gress  of  the  System,  will  be  found  in  the  correspon- 
dence. 

Mr  Mackenzie,  curiously  enough  in  one  of  his  let- 
ters, recommends  Dr  Bell  to  communicate  with  Mrs 
Trimmer  on  the  subject  of  his  wishing  to  take  an 
active  part  in  the  dissémination  of  his  System,  not  being 
aware  that  they  were  ahready  known  to  each  other. 
To  this  Dr  Bell  thus  refers  in  one  of  his  letters  to  Mrs 
Trimmer  : — 

VOL.  II.  L 
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"  Swanage,  28th  Jane  1806. 

"  It  îs  not  a  litde  curious,  that  in  letters  from  Dur- 
ham  and  otlier  places^  I  am  agaîn  and  again  referred  to 
you,  as  to  a  person  to  whom  I  may  be  unknown,  to 
concert  measures  for  a  commencement  of  opérations^ 
and  grafting  our  System  on  the  principle  of  our  church 
and  kingly  govemment.  It  is  known  to  some  of  thèse 
monitors^  by  this  time^  that  you  hâve  ronsed  me  from 
the  State  of  inactivity  into  which  the  original  réception 
of  my  System  had  placed  me^  as  to  what  passed  beyond 
the  hmits  of  my  own  parish*  An  old  fellow-student» 
deeply  attached  to  the  Church- of  England^  but  having 
large  possessions  in  the  north  of  Scotland,  wishes  me 
to  recommend  a  place  for  training  a  young  man  of  his 
recommendation^  at  his  expense^  in  our  System.  Such 
ft  one  I  should  Uke  to  bave  imder  my  own  eye^  and  in- 
stantly  employ  as  an  assistant  teacher — ^by  far  the  beat 
mode  of  initiation — ^îf  I  had  any  charge  of  superinten- 
denee.  I  ean  aiso  find  a  man  and  a  boy  whom  I  could 
dépend  upon,  if  wanted,  under  my  own  instruction/' 

Mr  Mackenzie^s  labours  in  the  good  cause  did  not 
end  hère,  Not  discouraged  by  the  obstacles  which  had 
opposed  his  intentions  as  regards  Scotland,  he  now 
tumed  his  thoughts  towards  promoting  the  same  ob- 
ject  in  this  country;  and  accordingly  wrote  to  Dr  Gas- 
kin  to  aàs.  his  aîd  in  promoting  Dr  Belles  views^  not 
knowing  that  any  previous  communication  had  taken 
place  between  them.  Having  received  his  reply,  he 
wrote  thus  to  Dr  Bell  : — 

"  Dnrham,  Jtily  6, 1806. 
^  Rev.  and  Dear  Sir, 

^'  Though  I  troubled  you  with  a  lettcr  about  the 


LIFE  OF  DR  BELU  163 

middle  of  last  month^  I  think  it  right  now  to  repeat 
that  trouble^  in  conséquence  of  a  correspondence  I  bave 
had  witb  tbe  Rev.  Dr  Gaskin^  secretary  to  tbe  Socîety 
for  promoting  Cbristian  Knowledge^  whîch  I  tbînk  ît 
proper  tbat  you  should  kaow.  Seing  a  member  of 
that  respectable  society^  I  bave  occasion  frequendy  to 
Write  to  Dr  Gaskm;  and  in  writing  bim  lately  on  some 
matters^  I  took  occasion  to  ask  bim  wbat  effect  Mrs 
Trimmer's  address  to  tbe  society  on  tbe  danger  of  Mr 
Lancaster's  institution  bad  produced.  I  tben  stated 
the  nneasiness  wbicb  I  knew  Mr  L.'s  perversion  o( 
your  System  had  given  you^  and  your  anxious  désire  of 
an  opportunity  of  satisfying  tbe  public  of  tbe  efficacy 
of  your  System^  on  wbicb  the  best  principles^  religious^ 
moral^  and  political,  migbt  be  grafted  witb  greater  fii- 
cility  than  those  spurious  principles  of  Lancaster.  I 
also^  in  justice  to  you  and  to  tbe  public^  mentioned  your 
readiness  to  superintend  any  institution,  so  situated  as 
net  to  interfère  with  your  présent  duties  in  Dorset- 
sbire.  The  Doctor^  in  answer  to  this  part  of  my  let* 
ter^  wrote  me,  tbat  in  some  of  tbe  great  parishes  round 
London,  endeavours  were  making  to  form  establish- 
ments upon  your  plan.  In  a  letter  by  last  post,  be 
tells  me — '  Your  observations  relative  to  Dr  Bell, 
bave  been  communicated  to  a  leading  person  in  the 
parîsh  of  Wbitecbapel  ;  *  and  I  apprebend  bis  assist* 
ance  will  be  solicited  in  forwarding  tbe  good  works 
going  on  in  tbat  parisb.'  I  wish  this  intimation  of  tbe 
intended  solicitation  to  you  may  reach  you  first,  to  give 
you  time  more  fully  to  prépare  yourself  for  the  request 

*  Early  In  1806^  a  proposai  had  been  made  and  ad(^ted  for  donbling 
tbe  number  of  cbildren  in  the  charity  schools  in  that  parish,  irithouit 
baving  any  référence  to  the  adoption  of  the  Madras  System, 
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to  be  made.     Should  it  tum  to  your  and  the  public 
advantage^  my  pleasure  would  be  great," 

Shortly  after  tliis  letter  was  received,  Mrs  Trimmer 
wrote  to  Dr  Bell,  informing  him  that  ebe  had  seen  Dr 
Gaskin,  and  had  had  much  conversation  with  him  on  the 
Bubject  of  the  charity  school  in  Whitechapel,  into  whieh 
one  of  the  trustée»,  Mr  Davis  of  Leytonstone,  who  had 
seen  the  subject  discussed  in  Mrs  Trimmer^s  ^'  Gruardian 
of  Education,"  had  become  very  désirons  of  introducing 
the  Madras  System.  He  accordingly  wrote  to  Bishop 
Porteus,  who  advised  him  and  the  other  trustées  to 
apply  to  Dr  Bell  without  delay  ;  and,  at  his  request, 
the  Rev.  Dr  Wright,  the  rector,  being  also  a  trustée, 
wrote  to  Dr  Bell,  informing  him  that  they  werè  dé- 
sirons of  introducing  his  System  into  that  parish,  and 
requesting  that  he  would  ^^  Êtrour  him  with  a  few  di- 
rections for  the  schoolmaster."  Mrs  Trimmer  had 
also.  iiiformed  him  that  she  was  about  this  time  going 
to  open  a  new  school  at  Brentford,  '*  where  she  intend^ 
ed  to  aim  at  a  classification,  &c.,  as  much  as  a  girPs 
school  of  industry  would  admit  of  ;"  and  '^  that  she 
would  be  glad  to  foUow  him  exactly  in  the  Sunday 
school  if  she  could,  as  also  would  her  daughters  in  a 
new  Sunday  school  just  set  on  foot  at  New  Brentford  ;" 
and  at  the  same  time  expressed  a  hope  that,  when  next 
lie  came  to  town,  he  would  see  their  proceedings,  and 
faveur  them  with  his  advice.  This,  occurring  at  the 
same  time  with  Dr  Wright's  application  for  assistance, 
determined  Dr  Bell  to  proceed  to  London  in  person^ 
in  préférence  to  giving  directions  by  letter  ;  and  he 
accordingly  wrote  to  Dr  Wright  and  to  Mrs  Trimmer 
informing  thcm  of  his  intention. 
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On  his  arrivai  abouf  the  middle  of  August,  he  was 
somewhat  disappointed  in  his  expectations^  finding 
both  Dr  Wright  and  Mr  Davis  ont  of  town,  and  the 
school  quite  unprepared  for  the  réception  of  the  Sys- 
tem. Mr  Davis^  how^ver,  soon  retumed,  and  a  meet- 
ing of  ihe  trustées  of  the  charity  school  took  place^ 
when  it  was  setded  that  a  committee  should  be  appoint- 
ed  to  '^  communicate  with  Dr  Bell  upon  the  subject;" 
and  '^  that  they  should  be  empowered  to  take  such  mea-^ 
sures  as  should  be  proper  and  agreeable  to  the  purposes 
for  which  this  trust  is  constituted,  and  that  they  should 
report  their  proceedings  at  the  usual  monthly  meet- 
ings." 

Dr  Bell  accordingly  commenced  his  labours^  going 
to  the  school  every  moming  from  Knotsgreen^  where 
he  was  staying  with  Mr  MacTaggart,  and  Mr  Davis  àt- 
tending  him  almost  daily.  The  task^  however^  was 
Bot  an  easy  one.  The  Institution  had  been  conducted 
on  the  old  System  to  its  fullest  extent^  and  there  were 
many  diffîculties  to  overcome^  and  many  préjudices  to 
eradieate. 

In  commencing  the  organization  of  the  school^  his 
fifst  object  was  thé  sélection  of  teachers^  and  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  children  into  classes^  according  to  their 
proficiency.  **  He  first  chose  about  twenty  of  the  best 
and  deanest  boys^  and  having  tried  them  in  reading, 
&C.,  selected  ten  or  twelve  of  the  best  of  thèse  as  teach- 
ers  and  assistants  for  the  différent  classes.  He  then 
selected^  by  further  trials^  the  two  best  of  thèse  for  the 
first  class,  and  the  two  next  for  the  second,  and  so  on 
till  he  had  five  or  six  sets  of  teachers.''  He  next  ar- 
ranged  the  boys  into  classes,  and  having  found  a  boy  of 
the  name  of  Tunstall  to  be  the  ablest  in  the  school, 
appointed  him  usher. 
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When  Dr  Bell  entered  the  school,  he  said^  befare  ail 
présent^  ^^  That  at  the  same  time  he  wbs  goîng  to  asenst 
the  scholars  in  teaching  thernselves,  he  was  also  going 
to  seek  mstruction  at  their  hands/'  &c.  In  less  than  a 
fortnight,  he  had  occasion  to  mark  two  boys  who  fell 
upon  improvements  of  his  practices  in  the  asylum.  In 
informing  a  Mend  of  this  soon  afberwards,  he  says^  '^  It 
is  thus,  if  I  were  allowed  to  foUow  the  bent  of  my  own 
inclination  in  the  superintendence  of  a  large  seminary^ 
I  would  seek  to  fill  up  the  outline  of  my  plan  with  sub- 
sidiary  practices." 

Having  written  to  Mrs  Trimmer,  informing  her  of 
this  promising  commencement,  she  repUed,  ''  I  cannot 
forbear  writing,  to  express,  in  some  degree,  the  pleasure 
it  affords  me  to  hear  that  you  havé  made  so  promising 
a  beginning.  Mr  Davis  will,  I  hope,  prove  what  Dr 
Gaskin  told  me  you  would  find  him — *  the  man;'  Mid 
I  heartily  wish  you  success.  I  hope  you  will  find  a 
coadjutor  also  in  the  curate  of  Whitechapel,  Mr  Robson, 
with  whom  I  hâve  had  some  literary  correspondence^ 
and  know  him  to  be  a  good  writer  ;  but  I  hâve  no  per- 
sonal  aoquaintance  with  him." 

In  Mr  Davis  Dr  Bell  had  found  ail  he  could  wish. 
^'  He  îs  indeed,"  he  says,  in  an  answer  to  this  letter^ 
''  the  man." 

Towards  the  end  of  Se^^ember  he  was  obliged  to 
retum  to  his  duties  at  Swanage  ;  and  some  obstadee 
having  come  in  the  way  of  the  progress  the  sjrstem  was 
making  in  this  school,  he  ieft  town  somewhat  hopeless, 
notwithstanding  the  success  his  efforts  had  met  witlu 
Better  prospects  were,  however,  soon  held  out  to  him, 
and  in  October  he  received  the  following  gratifying 
letter  from  Dr  Wright  : — 
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'<  Whitechapel,  October  8, 1806. 

«DearSir, 

^'  Yesterday  being  one  of  the  periodical  meetings 
of  the  trustées  of  oxa  charity  school^  the  committee 
who  had  been  appointed  to  adopt  a  new  System  of  edu- 
eation  in  the  sehool^  made  their  report^  which  was  eyery 
waj  so  acceptable  to  the  trustées^  that  the  following  ré- 
solution was  unanimously  TOted — 

^  *  Resolved^  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  Roy.  Dr 
Bell,  rector  of  Swanage^  Dorsetshire,  expressive  of  the 
grateful  feelings  of  the  trustées,  for  the  labour  and 
trouble  he  has  so  nobly  and  disinterestedly  taken  in  as- 
sisting  their  committee  to  put  in  practice  his  plan  for 
the  better  éducation  of  the  children  ;  acknowledging,  on 
behalf  of  them  and  their  poor  parents,  the  obUgations 
they  are  under  to  him  for  so  effectually  promoting  their 
spiritual  and  temporal  welfare  ;  thanking  him,  in  the 
name  of  the  trustées,  for  his  libéral  donation  of  fifty 
copies  of  his  book  ;  and  requesting  for  their  committee 
his  further  advioe  and  assistance  towards  completing  the 
bnmane  and  yaluable  wcxrk  he  has  begun.' 

^  Persuaded,  sir,  that  this  resolution  will  be  accept- 
able to  your  £Belings,  (from  the  opinion  I  hâve  formed 
of  the  temper  of  your  mind,  and  your  judgment  rightly 
to  appreciate  such  affairs,)  I,  with  great  pleasure,  un* 
dertake  the  office  of  transmitting  the  same  to  you  ;  and 
ayail  myself,  at  the  same  time,  of  the  opportunity  of 
expressing  the  high  sensé  I  entertain  of  your  disinter- 
ested  benevolence  and  active  zeal,  in  forwarding  the 
vorks  of  charity. 

**  You  will  perçoive,  sir,  by  the  resoluti(m,  that  the 
trustées  consider  you  still  as  our  patron  and  visiter  ;  and 
I  am  not  without  hope,  that  when  you  again  do  us  the 
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favour  to  look  in  amongst  us^  you  will  find  occasion  to 
commend  tke  progress  and  improvement  wo  shall  hâve 
made. 

*'  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  very  obedient  servant." 

In  answer  to  tliis  letter,  Dr  Bell  sent  to  the  trustées^ 
through  Dr  Wright,  a  long  statement,  containing  a  plan 
of  what  he  considered,  if  carried  into  effect,  would  be 
the  model  for  a  school.  In  this  prospectus,  as  he  called 
it,  he  recommended  ^^  that  instruction  in  the  higher 
branches  of  learning  should  be  given  to  a  sélect  class  of 
boys,  in  order  to  fit  them  for  higher  situations  than 
those  of  mère  manual  labour."  "  Parents,"  ho  says, 
^^  will  naturally  be  solicitons  to  hâve  their  children  thus 
educated,  as  it  will  qualify  them  for  schoolmasters^ 
clerks,  and  other  departments  of  business  :  and,  to  ob- 
tain  such  eminent  advantages,  they  will  be  ready  to  bind 
them  to  the  Institution  till  of  âge." 

Mr  Davis  had  also  written  to  Dr  Bell  at  the  same 
time  as  Dr  Wright,  expressing  his  and  Mr  Hodgson's 
regret  at  the  obstacles  that  had  occurred  préviens  to 
Dr  Bell's  leaving  London,  and  informing  him  that  it 
had  been  resolved  that  an  assistant  schoolmaster  should 
be  appointed,  and  requesting  his  advice  on  the  subject. 
To  this  Dr  Bell  thus  replied: — 

'*  Swanage,  October  9, 1806. 

"  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you,  my  dear  sir,  as  you  do 
me,  to  my  letter  to  your  rector,  and  my  reply  to  the 
trustées  in  his  hands.  If  I  am  not  widely  mistaken, 
my  ideas  will  be  found  to  tally  exactly  with  those  which 
you  and  Hodgson  hâve  uniformly  expressed  to  me.  I 
rely  then,  with  confidence,  that  you  wiU  enter  into  the 
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spirit  of  my  communication^  and  consider  it  as  framed 
to  break  the  ice  for  you^  and  expedite  your  progress.  I 
-wish  particularly  that  Dr  Gaskin  may  be  consulted  by 
you^  and  you  only  in  the  first  instance^  as  to  his  opinion 
of  the  correctness  and  expediency  pf  yom*  yiéws  and 
mine.  For  this  pmrpose  I  trust  yoîu  will  fiimish  him 
with  a  copy  of  the  prospectus,  and  express  my  solici* 
tude  to  be  favoured  with  his  sentiments  and  advice. 
I  wish,  at  any  rate,  that  he  may  see  the  prospectus  as 
Boon  as  possible;  because,  if  it  should  meet  his  wishes,^ 
and  he  should,  in  his  sermon,  give  the  scheme  his  public 
mnction  and  recommendation,  it  would  give  hfe,  health, 
and  vigour  tb  your  proceedings.  I  do  not  tell  you 
how  much  my  heart  is  with  you,  and  how  afiected  I  am 
by  ail  that  you  and  our  friend  Hodgson  hâve  done,  and 
propose  doing.  With  such  men  it  is  impossible,  or 
next  to  impossible,  that  I  ever  should  not  be  agreed 
in  sentiment.  I  accept,  with  the  most  heartfelt  satis- 
faction and  delight  your  repeated  pledge,  that  ^  your 
i^ork  must  go  on,'  and  I  am  ready  to  exclaim  :  By — 
meâning  through  and  under — God,  it  will  go  on,  and 
flourish,  and  spread  far  and  near  !  "...  .  He. 
then  procéeds  to  recominend  a  boy  of  the  name  of 
Lewis  Warren,  an  assistant  in  the  Swanage  Simday. 
school,  as  an  "  aide-de-camp  for  the  Whitechapel 
institution.''  "  In  any  event,'*  he  says,  '^  I  warrant  that, 
if  he  do  not  degenerate  when  transplanted,  you  will 
find  him  most  valuable  to  you."     .     .     . 

So  anxious  was  Dr  Bell  to  carry  the  plan  at  once 
into  exécution,  that,  without  waiting  for  a  reply,  he 
dispatched  Lewis  Warren,  who  was  then  only  thirteen 
years  of  s^e,  to  London,  with  letters  of  recommenda^ 
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tk>n^  &c^  to  Mr  Davis^  who  soon  afterwards  wroie^ 
thanking  him  ^^  fot  the  confideiice  he  had  placed  in 
them^  in  sending  so  promptlj  that  interesting  and 
intelligent  lad^  whom,"  he  adds^  ^^  I  see  we  shall  set 
a  high  value  upon^  not  only  as  coming  firom  you^  and 
as  being  a  pledge  that  you  will  again  visit  us^  but  firom 
his  own  qualifications^  which^  under  the  blessing  of 
God,  there  is  every  appearance  of  being  ns^illy  em- 
ployed.''  He  also  informs  him  that  Dr  Gaskin  had, 
in  his  sermon  on  that  day^  (Sunday^)  ^'  embraced  every 
object  relating  to  this  school  that  could  be  desired  ; 
and  most  pointedly  and  eloquently  applauded  the  trus- 
tées for  adopting  those  means  of  faciUtating  éducation 
and  economizing  time^  which  had  been  pointed  out  in 
a  book  written  by  a  divine  of  our  own  Church,  and  to 
vrhom  (he  said)  we  were  under  such  infinité  obligations 
for  his  gênerons  and  disinterested  personal  assistance, 
in  enabling  us  to  put  them  into  practice,  and  thereby 
setting  a  great  example  to  this  metropolis  in  partîcu- 
lar,**  fca  Sec 

In  conséquence  of  Dr  Gaskin's  having  thus  taken 
up  the  matter^  Dr  Bell  wrote  to  him  at  great  length^ 
thanking  him  for  the  interest  he  had  taken  in  the  Sys- 
tem^ &c.  ;  but  to  this  letter  no  answer  appears*  ShcHrtly 
after  this  Mrs  Trimmer  visited  the  school^  and  wrote 
to  Dr  Bell  that  she  had  beea  pleased  with  much  she 
had  seen;  but  that  there  was  nK>re  noise  than  she 
expected.  It  seems^  from  the  letters  which  passed  at 
this  time  between  Mr  Davis  and  Dr  Bell,  that  great 
difficulties  now  occurred  in  keeping  order  ;  and  that, 
although  the  school  went  on  well  when  he  and  Mr 
Hodgson  w^e  présent  to  look  after  it,  there  was  a&ll- 
ing  off  whenever  they  could  not  give  their  personal 
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snpermteiidence  to  ît^    Dr  Bell'B  reply  to  one  of  tlieee 

lett^B^  wherein  Mr  Davis  informs  him  of  thèse  obsta- 

clefl>  13  very  characteristic  of  the  impetuosity   of  his 

temper.      Overlooking  every  thing  in  the  letter  (which 

oontained    also  much  that  was  hopeâd)  except  the 

acocmnt  of  the  &ilure  of  some  part  of  the  discipline^  he 

vrites  in  the  most  desponding  manner — *^  Both  you 

and  Mr  Hodgson/'  he  says,  ^^  hâve  done  far  beyond 

what  could  be  expected  of  trustées  ;  but  we  may  toil^  aod 

fight^  and  Ueed,  and  die^  in  the  cause^  and  if  our  right 

hand    man  is   not   eamest^   or  able^  or    willing^   our 

labour  and  death  will  not  do.    I  long  most  earnestly  to 

be  with  you  ;  yet  were  I  with  you  what  could  I  do  that 

vîll  not  be  undone  ?     We  may  make  a  cipher  of  the 

master  as  to  doing  any  misdbief  in  our  présence  ;  but 

he  can  far  more  easily  make  ciphers  of  us  as  to  doing 

any  good,     How  to  give  up  the  task^  or  how  to  pro- 

oeed — ^I  can't  tell  what  to  say  or  what  to  do  !  "  .  .  •  . 

He  also  expresses  great  fear  with  respect  to  young 

Warren^  owing  to  the  unsatisfactory  letters  received 

from  him.     On  the  following  day^  however^  on  fiirther 

reflection^  he  considered  that  he  had  written  too  hastily 

and  despondingly^  and  accordingly  wrote  again  in  a 

more  cheerful  mood.     ^^  I  was  more  affected  than  I 

ooght  to  bave  been/'  he  writes,  **  by  a  pièce  of  intelli- 

graice  so  little  expected;  and^  as  usually  happons  in 

Bach  cases^  I  desponded  beyond  what  was  reasonable. 

Allow  me,  my  good  friend,  to  correct  myself  ;  be  of 

good  courage;  when  was   any  thing  great  or  good 

acoomplished  without  diffîculty,  discouragement,  and 

opposition  ?    What  is  your  situation  now  compared  to 

mine,  when  I  began  without  a  guide,  and  without  that 

confidence  which  arises  from  expérience  ?  " 

Previous,  however,  to  the  arrivai  of  the  second  letter. 
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Mr  Davis  had  written  in  reply  to  the  first,  explaining 
more  fully  their  arrangements^  and  giving  a  ÊtYourable 
account  of  young  Warren.  '^  I  long  for  your  advice," 
he  continues,  "  upon  many  things  connected  with  our 
school,  not  because  it  is  in  the  parish  of  Whitechapel, 
but  because  its  success  or  failure  may  be  of  the  greatest 
importance,  not  only  to  this  populous  and  distressed 
vicinity,  but  probably  to  the  united  kingdom.  I  do  not 
apologize  for  troubUng  you  with  thèse  matters,  knowing 
that  you,  in  your  gênerons  temper,  consider  yourself 
embarked  in  the  great  cause  of  humanity  and  charity." 

Before  the  end  of  December,  Dr  Bell  wrote  to  Mr 
Davis,  to  inform  him  of  a  plan  which.  he  had  in  his  mind 
for  overcôming  the  difficulties  that  existed  in  White- 
chapel  ;  but  which,  he  requésted,  might  not  be  further 
spoken  of  at  that  time.  This  was  to  go  to  London 
himself  for  a  month,  bringing  with  him  a  schoplmaster* 
from  Swanage,  whom  he  had  instructëd  in  the  System, 
and  that  they  should  proceed  regularly  to  set  the  school 
in  the  right  train.  ^*  I  need  not,"  he  writes,  ^^  tell  you 
of  my  services,  that,  as  from  the  very  beginning  of  my 
entering  into  the  service  of  youth  till  now,  they  will 
continue  the  same  :  but  I  do  not  mean  to  offer  to  de- 
fray  the  expenses  of  my  schoolmaster  ;  but  I  propose 
to  you  ^  no  cure,  no  pay  ;  '  if  he  fail  I  will  be  at  the  ex- 
pense,  if  he  succeed  the  institution  will  if  they  choose." 

This  proposai  was  gladly  accepted;  and  Dr  Bell 
went  accordingly  to  London,  taking  his  schoolmaster 
with  him  ;  but  we  hâve  not  any  particular  accouût  of 
their  proceedings.  It  appears,  however,  from  a  letter 
to  Mrs  Trimmer  without  date,  but  probably  written 
soon  after,  that  their  exertions  were  successfril.   '*  Happy 

*  This  individual,  whose  name  was  Gover,  it  will  bo  reeollected,  has 
been  mentioned  in  the  account  of  the  Swanage  schools; 
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am  I  to  say,"  he  writes,  "  that  we  hâve  obtained  a  com- 
plète victory  at  Whitechapel,  and  a  most  wonderfiil 
transformation  is  achieved.  A  new  code  of  laws  I  was 
compelled  to  compose  for  them^  which  dependednot  on 
the  master  to  exécute.  He  is,  after  every  struggle  and 
opposition,  apparently  conquered.  We  had  the  arch- 
bishop  and  chaplaiïis  on  Saturday  to  sce  the  school, 
and  I  believe  they  were  delighted." 

Dr  Bell  remained  in  London  tiU  the  beginning  of 
March,  when  he  went  to  Swanage,  intending  to  return 
again  after  Easter.  He  had  become  acquainted,  while 
in  town,  with  Lord  Radstock,  who,  with  many  others, 
had  visited  the  Whitechapel  school,  and  received  from 
hîm  the  following  letter,  which  was  forwarded  to  Swan- 
âge,  having  been  written  under  the  impression  that  he 
was  stiU  in  town. 

"  Portiand  Place,  Marcb  17, 1807. 

**  Dear  Sir, 

'*  Upon  my  return,  the  other  day,  from  your  most 
excellent  and  highly  interesting  school,  I  went  imme- 
diately  to  the  Bishop  of  Durham,  when  I  learned  to  my 
great  mortification  that  he  had  quitted  town  that  very 
moming.  I  next  called  upon  the  Bishop  of  Chichester, 
with  whom  I  had  a  long  conversation  on  the  subject  of 
your  mode  of  teaching,  as  set  forth  in  your  book  ;  when 
the  resuit  was  his  lordship's  assurance,  that  he  would 
not  only  himself  pay  you  a  visit,  but  that  he  would 
endeavour  to  prevail  upon  one  or  more  of  his  brother 
bishops  to  accompany  him.  I  shall  not  présume  to  say 
that  I  am  certain  of  being  of  any  real  service  in  for- 
warding  your  incomparable  plan;  but  I  am  so  thorough- 
ly  convinced  of  its  utility,  both  as  to  the  object  of  its 
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formîng  good  Ghristians  and  good  subjects^  consequont- 
ly  of  ita  laying  the  surest^  and  in  fact  only  solid,  foun- 
dation  of  that  constitutional  barrier  wbieh  can  alono 
withBtand  the  daily  attacks  which  are  making  against 
tbese^  till  now^  enviable  and  happy  realms^  that  I  shall 
most  undoubtedly  exert  my  best  efforts  to  give  you 
that  assistance  of  which  you  are  so  well  deserving. 

^'  As  I  understand  that  you  do  not  object  to  ad&ûttîng 
ladies  to  see  your  school^  I  shall^  with  your  permission^ 
accompany  Lady  Radstock  and  two  other  ladies  to 
Whitechapel  on  Saturday  next.  I  hope  you  will  do 
me  the  justice  to  be  satisfied  that  I  shall  never  think 
of  conducting  persons  to  your  school  as  a  sort  of  pup- 
pet-show  ;  and  be  assured  that»  on  the  présent  occa- 
sion^ you  wiU  find  my  female  frïends  to  be  of  that  de- 
scription that  you  would  be  most  désirons  to  see.  Be* 
lieve  me  to  be,  dear  Sir,  with  regard  and  esteem,  your 
very  Êûthful  servant, 

*'  Radstock/* 

This  vîsit  accordingly  took  place,  and  Mr  Davis 
thus  alludes  to  it  in  a  letter  to  Dr  Bell  : — ''  I  attempt- 
ed  yesterday  to  become  your  shadow  in  exhibitiog 
your  beautiÂil  System  to  a  greater  number  of  visitors 
than  hâve  yet  been  to  visit  it  at  Whitechapd.  I  copy 
the  list  in  the  next  page.  I  was  pleased  to  find  Mr 
Nott^  preceptor  to  the  princess,  take  great  interest  in 
every  part  of  it.  I  paid  him  much  attention,  on  ac-^ 
count  of  his  particular  connexion  with  several  of  the 
bishops,  &c.  &c.  ;  and  told  him  I  should  be  happy  to 
meet  him  there  any  other  moming  when  there  might 
be  less  company,  if  it  was  the  wish  of  himself  or  any 
friend  to  examine  the  whole  again,  and  more  minutely. 
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I  took  an  opportunity  oi  impressing  upon  the  mind  of 
Lord  Radstock^  and  ail  the  circle  of  ladies  and  gende* 
men^  the  advantage  that  might  be  derived  to  the  higher 
classes  of  the  community^  if  some  zealous  young  cler- 
gyman  of  onr  imiversities  would  study  this  System  with 
a  yiew  to  putting  it  into  practice^  and  offered  erery 
&cility  to  them  at  Whitechapel  if  they  should  be  desi- 
TOII8  of  attending  its  opérations." 

Shordy  after  this^  a  report  was  pnblished  by  the 
trustées  of  this  sehool^  wherein  the  peculiar  advantages 
of  the  System^  as  proved  by  expérience^  were  set  forth^ 
and  foll  acknowledgments  made  to  Dr  Bell  for  his  as- 
sistance. 

The  sdiools  now^  with  oocasional  interruptions  from 
causes  which  it  is  not  necessary  hère  to  enter  into^  went 
on  well  ;  and  in  January  1808  the  conmiittee  retumed 
a  most  &yourable  report^  and  stated  that  the  progress 
made  by  the  children  under  the  new  System  was  so 
much  more  rapid  than  formerly^  that  '^  one-fourth  of 
the  time  given  to  reading  was  suffident^  and  the  spare 
hours  they  recommended  to  be  devoted  to  some  usefol 
occupation  ;  "  which  recommendation  was  afterwards 
carried  into  effect  with  considérable  success. 

In  1809  we  find  also  a  most  Êtrourable  report  of 
this  school  ;  and  in  June  of  the  foUowing  year^  an  ad- 
ditess,  highly  complimentary^  from  the  trustées^  was 
«ent  to  Dr  Bell,  by  the  Rev.  Dr  Mathias,  who  was  Dr 
Wright's  successor  in  the  parish.  It  will  not,  however^ 
be  necessary  to  foUow  up  the  account  of  the  sdbool  fur- 
ther  than  this  point  ;  and  we  must  now  proceed  briefly 
to  notice  some  other  institutions  into  which  the  System 
was  introduced  about  this  time.  Thefirst  of  thèse 
which  requires  notice  was  one  at  Gowofs  Walk,  founded 
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by  Mr  Davis,  upon  whom  the  exhibition  of  the  povers 
of  the  System  at  Whitechapel  "  had  so  powerful  an 
effect,  that  he  determined,  with  some  assistance,  to 
found  and  endow  a  school  at  Gower's  Walk,  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  the  advantage  of  uniting  indnstry 
with  the  ordinary  éléments  of  éducation  given  to  the 
labouring  classes,  and  aiso  of  giving  to  Dr  Bell  a  place 
where  he  might  take  his  stand,  and  be  independently 
supported  in  the  practice  of  his  admirable  invention." 

The  foundation-stone  of  this  school  was  laid  by  Mr 
Davis  on  the  22d  of  June  1807,  Dr  Bell  being  the  only 
other  person  présent  ;  and  it  was  completed  on  the  4th 
of  January  1808.  The  whole  expense  of  purchasing 
land  for  a  site,  building,  fitting  up,  &c.,  amounting  to 
£6000,  was  borne  by  Mr  Davis,  with  the  exception  of 
£561  which  was  subscribed  by  a  few  friends  ;  and  he 
also  endowed  it  with  £2000  three  per  cent  consols. 

The  master  and  mistress  appointed  to  the  institution 
*^  were  totaUy  unacquainted  with  any  mode  of  teaching 
a  considérable  number  of  children  ;  but  this  want  of 
expérience  was  not  at  ail  regretted  by  the  managers, 
as  they  had  no  old  préjudices  to  contend  -with,  and 
were  fully  compensated  by  good  tempers,  willing  minds, 
and  zealous  attention.  They  attended  two  or  three 
tiraes  at  the  parochial  school  of  Whitechapel,  where 
the  plan  had  been  adopted  nearly  two  years,  and,  for 
Bome  short  time,  had  a  boy  from  that  school  to  assist 
them  in  the  practical  part," 

The  success  of  this  institution  waa  rapid.  "  Our 
nimibers  are  increasing  at  Gower*s  Walk,"  writes  Mr 
Davis  a  month  after  its  opening  ;  ^*  more  rapidly  than 
our  arrangements  for  industry  yet  aUow,  or  than  the 
building  will,  as  yet,  accommodate.     We  are  near  a 
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hiindred,  but  hâve  only  one  room  ready  for  both  boys 
and  girls.  The  other  will,  however,  be  ready  in  a  few 
days,  and  then  we  can  make  room  for  three  hundred." 
And,  in  January  1809,  he  again  thns  reports  its  pro- 
gress  to  Dr  Bell  : — "  Nearly  twelve  months  are  now 
elapsed  since  the  school  opened.  Great  numbers  hâve 
left  it,  and  many  received  in  theîr  room — a  business  bas 
been  raised  ;  and  your  plan  still  triumphs.  Mr  Lovell 
(the  master}  and  myself  are  amply  repaid  for  our  pa^- 
tience  and  persévérance.  Ail  the  teachers  and  assistants 
read  weU  ;  a  large  first  class  very  close  upon  them,  and 
the  rest  in  proper  progression,  .  .  .  But  in  industry 
we  shall  boast.  Our  little  fellows  compose,  distribute, 
and  vork  off  to  admiration.  During  the  holidays  we 
had  plenty  of  work,  and  plenty  of  volunteers  to  get 
through  it.*' 

As  this  institution  was  intended  to  be  a  ^'  school  of 

industry,"  shoemaking  was  first  tried  :  this,  however, 

did  not  succeed  well,  owîng  perhaps  to  its  being  of  so 

sedentajy  a  nature.     Printing  was  then  introduced  ; 

and  the  master,  having  been  engaged  previously  in  that 

business,  was   enabled  both  to   give  instructions   in 

the  art  and  to  superintend  its  progress.     The  resuit 

of  this  experiment  is  thus  spoken  of  in  a  report  pub^ 

lished  in  1809—*'  This  part  of  the  establishment  (the 

printing)  is,  as  the  statement  of  accounts  exhibits,  very 

profitable;  but  what  is  more  important,  it  trains  up 

the  boys  in  active  and  useful  habits,  and  at  the  same 

time  Êkcilitates  ail  the  other  objects  of  the  institution, 

by  being  a  great  instrument  of  discipline.     The  boys 

consider  the  work  as  highly  amusing,  as  well  as  being 

the  means  of  obtaining  rewards;  and  therefore  a  boy 

VOL,  XI.  M 
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must  have  a  very  good  character  for  diligence^  atten- 
tion, and  proficîency  in  school,  and  for  orderly  and 
moral  conduct  oui  of  school,  before  he  is  allowed  to  be 
upon  the  list  of  workers." 

Dr  Bell  gave  much  tîme  and  personal  superinten- 
dence  to  the  formation  and  modelling  of  this  school — 
"  Hère  would  he  often  corne,"  says  Mr  Davis  in  one  of 
his  reports,  ^^  and,  humbling  himself  to  the  capacity  of 
a  little  child,  would  take  a  class,  and  prove  his  power 
by  drawing  ont  the  infant  mind,  and  giving  invaluable 
lessons  to  teachers  and  visitors — he  wanted  neither 
cane  nor  rod,  and  nothing  excited  his  indignation  more 
than  the  ignorance  or  obstinacy  of  masters,  who,  in 
spite  of  his  just  and  mercifiil  System,  would  persévère 
in  the  use  of  either." 

The  introduction  of  printing,  after  some  tîme,  proved 
so  profitable,  that  the  annual  expenses  of  the  institution 
were  defrayed  by  it,  as  well  as  a  fund  laid  by  for  the 
purpose  of  introducing  other  trades  into  the  school.  In 
1811  we  find  the  following  mention  of  it  in  a  letter 
from  Dr  Bell  to  Mr  Davis — *'  Many  many  thanks,  my 
dearest  friend,  for  your  letter,  and  the  most  délectable 
information  that  you  are  going  on  *  with  ail  possible 
success/  What  a  monument  you  have  raised  to  our 
System  in  ail  its  characteristic  simplicity  and  truth  I  " 
And  in  another  letter,  written  soon  afterwards,  he  says, 
*'  Gower's  Walk  school  will  be  a  standard  school,  and 
will  raise  a  monument — will  be  a  monument  to  your 
name  most  precious  and  lasting.  But  for  you,  but  for 
your  school,  where  should  we  have  found  an  example 
of  industry  worth  notice  by  an  individual  ?  " 

The  utility  of  this  institution  was  not,  however,  con- 
fined  to  its  own  walls  ;  it  was  at  this  time  the  means  of 
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extending  the  System  toother  establishments — "Either," 
as  the  report  states,  ^'  by  fumishing  compétent  boys 
and  girls  to  assist  the  master  and  mîstresses^  or  by 
allowing  them  to  attend  until  they  feel  themselves 
qualified  to  carry  the  plan  into  exécution  at  other 
schook/' 


n 
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CHAPTER  XXIII. 

The  System  introduced  into  the  Lambeth  Charitjr  School — ^The  Female 
Orphan  Asylum  and  the  Royal  Military  Asylum,  Chelsea — ^Mr  Whitbread's 
Motion  on  the  Poor-Laws — ^Dr  Bell 's  conséquent  intercourse  with  him. 

Vabious  other  schools  were  meantime  springîng  up  un- 
der  the  Madras  System,  of  which  the  Lambeth  charity 
school  first  claims  our  notice,  which  commenced  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  (Dr 
Sutton.)  Dr  Bell,  it  appears,  had  called  upon  the 
Bishop  of  London  early  in  1807,  for  the  purpose  of 
offering  his  services  to  him  ;  but  not  finding  him  in  town, 
he  proceeded  to  Lambeth,  "  not,"  as  he  afterwards  in- 
formed  the  archbishop,  "  with  any  premeditated  hope 

of  success,'* but  "  that  he  mîght  leave  no  new 

or  constituted  authorîty  unessayed."  The  particulars  of 
this  visitare  not  known;  but  the  sequel  shows  that  it  was 
favourable  to  the  object  Dr  Bell  had  in  vîew.  It  seems, 
indeed,  that  the  archbishop  was,  in  some  degrec,  aheady 
interested  in  the  subject;  for  Mr  Marriot,  in  a  letter  to 
Mr  Davis,  thus  speaks  of  an  interview  between  hîs  Grâce 
and  Lord  Radstock,  which  took  place  some  time  pré- 
viens to  Dr  BelPs  visit  to  Lambeth.  "  The  archbishop,** 
he  writes,  "  afterwards  talked  about  your  school,  and 
said  he  knew  you  very  well  by  character.  Lord  R. 
suggested  that  the  best  way  of  securing  the  universal 
adoption  of  Dr  Bell's  System,  would  be  for  his  Grâce  to 
establish  a  school  for  two  hundred  boys  ai  Lambeth. 
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He  tlianked  him  for  the  suggestion^  and  saîd  he  would 
endeavour  to  exécute  the  plan." 

A  commencement  seems  to  hâve  been  made  without 
loss  of  tîmo  ;  for  in  a  letter  to  Mrs  Trimmer,  written 
when  he  was  about  to  return  to  Swanage^  at  Easter^ 
Dr  Bell  says — '^  I  am  ordered  to  retum  to  town  after 
the  holidajs.  There  îs  a  school  in  contemplation 
under  the  excellent  archbishop^  whose  zeal^  résolution^ 
and  actîvity,  with  every  quality  becoming  his  station^ 
eannot  be  surpassed.  I  doubt  much  whether  either  you 
or  myself  are  more  in  eamest  in  what  we  engage  in 
than  this  good,  gi*eat^  and  able  personage.  The  school^ 
as  far  as  I  understand^  is  for  the  éducation  of  the  lower 
orders  ;  and  I  know  of  no  proposai  for  a  separate  insti- 
tution for  teachers.  The  best  mode  of  preparing  thèse, 
vrere  that  proposed^  is  in  the  common  school." 

Having  arrived  at  Swanage,  he  wrote  to  Dr  Barton, 
the  archbishop's  chaplain,  in  order  to  obtain  the  arch- 
bishop's  permission  to  remain  there  rather  longer  than 
had  at  first  been  proposed.  In  reply  to  this,  Dr  Barton 
said  that  he  had  consulted  with  the  archbishop  on  the 
Bubject  of  his  letter,  and  that  he  was  commissioned  to 
say,  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  his  retum  to  Lon- 
don  before  the  latest  date  which  he  had  mentioned  for 
his  stay  at  Swanage  ;  and,  indeed,  that  he  might  remain 
as  long  as  it  suitod  his  convenience,  as,  in  case  his  pré- 
sence should  be  required  at  Lambeth,  he  should  be 
informed  of  it. 

Dr  Barton  goes  on  to  speak  of  the  late  change  of 
ministers,  saying — "  It  is  certainly  thought  to  be  un- 
&yourable  to  the  circulation  of  your  book  among  the 
privy  councillors,  and  other  high  political  characters, 
with  any  chance  of  effcct.     But  I  tnist  the  question 
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will  be  discussed  by  tho  bishops^  when  they  assemble 
hère  on  Tuesday  next.'* 

To  this  Dr  Bell  replied  as  foUows  : — 

"  Swanage,  March  30, 1807. 

''  Dear  Sir, 

'^  I  purpose  to  avail  myself  of  his  Grace's  permis- 
sion to  remain  hère,  if  not  otherwise  ordered,  till  the 
second  Sunday  after  Easter,  when,  my  establishment 
having  been  broken  up  for  the  présent,  my  curate  enters 
upon  the  possession  of  this  house. 

^'  The  présent  ministry,  as  I  conceive,  are  actuated 
by  sentiments  congenial  to  the  principles  and  views  of 
the  Madras  System  ;  and  if  they  are  not,  they  would  not 
lappear  to  me  fitting  ïninisters,  at  this  eventfîil  period,  of 
a  king  who  is,  in  so  eminent  a  degree,  entitled  to  the 
appellation  of  *  the  father  of  his  people.'  If  they  can 
stand  their  ground  and  gain  reinforcements,  they  will 
not  I  trust  postpone,  until  it  be  too  late,  the  considér- 
ation of  a  subject  of  such  vast  importance.  Like  the 
mechanical  engine  with  which  Archimedes  proposed  to 
move  the  world,  the  material  and  inanimate  world, 
this  physical  engine  is  fitted  to  move  the  intellectnal 
and  moral  world.  The  State  will,  I  hope,  foUow  the 
Chm*ch,  and,  like  the  archbishop,  fiirnîsh  the  ground  on 
which  this  new  lever  is  to  be  placed. 

^^  It  cannot  be  dissembled  that  thousands,  in  varions 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  are  drawn  off  from  the  Church, 
by  the  superior  attention  paid  to  éducation  out  of  the 
Church.  The  tide  is  fast  setting  in  one  direction^  and, 
if  not  speedily  stemmed,  it  may  run  &ster  and  faster. 
Every  day  of  delay  adds  in  a  duplicate  ratio  to  the 
difficulty  of  tho  task  to  be  accomplished,  by  giving  that 
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accession  to  the  strength  of  the  ono  party  wliich  it 
takes  from  the  other  ;  and  if,  while  we  are  asleep,  the 
weapons  formed  for  our  defence  are  taken  out  of  our 
hands  by  our  adversarics,  tumed  against  us,  nay,  claimed 
as  theîr  own,  and  fiUed  with  deadly  poison,  what  must 
not  the  conséquence  be  ? 

^^  I  beg  you  will  présent  my  respectful  duty  and  dé- 
votion to  his  Grâce. — I  am,  dear  Sir,  y  ours  faithfiilly." 

Having  returned  to  town  soon  after,  he  took  up  his 
résidence  in  Union  Place,  Lambeth,  for  the  purposo  of 
organizing  this  school.  "  The  archbishop,'*  he  writes 
to  Mrs  Trimmer,  ^^  wîshes  to  set  the  example  in  the 
populous  parish  of  Lambeth,  and  retains  me  for  this 
purpose  ;  but  little  bas  yet  been  done,  and  much  is  to 
be  done.  When  we  bave  once  begun,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
we  shall  make  more  speed  than  we  bave  done  hither* 
to." 

In  the  beginning  of  May,  Dr  Bell  obtained  a  license, 
signed  by  the  Bishop  of  Bristol  and  the  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  "  to  be  absent  from  his  bénéfice  of 
Swanage  for  two  years,  upon  keeping  a  curate  duly 
résident,  with  such  a  salary  as  they  shall  think  proper 
to  appoint." 

The  archbishop  appears  now  to  baye  taken  much 
intercst  in  the  diffusion  of  the  System,  and,  about  this 
time,  accepted  from  Dr  Bell  2000  copies  of  his  "  Ana- 
lysis  of  his  Experiment  in  Education,"  for  the  purpose 
of  distribution  amongst  bis  clergy. 

In  this  parish,  indeed,  Dr  Bell's  labours  were  well 
seconded  in  every  respect.  With  the  master  of  the 
school,  Mr  Reynolds,  he  was  particularly  pleased,  and 
used  to  allude  to  him  as  a  mémorable  exception  to 
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the  gênerai  run  of  sclioolmasters,  "  who  at  first  resisted 
every  step  of  hîs  progress,  till  résistance  was  beaten  ont 
of  doors.**  "  Mr  Reynolds,"  he  said,  "  found  and 
made  no  difficulty,  but  carried  every  instruction  into 
immédiate  effect,  with  equal  ease  and  success/' 

In  June,  Dr  Bell  preached  a  sermon  for  the  benefit 
of  this  institution,  and  afterwards  published,  at  the  re- 
quest  of  the  archbishop  and  trustées  of  the  school,  that 
part  of  it  which  more  especially  referred  to  the  new  Sys- 
tem. In  allusion  to  this,  Mr  Marriot  writes  from  Stoke 
NeMdngton — "  To  this  hospitable  roof  I  came,  as  I  led 
you  to  expect,  last  night,  and  read,  in  the  présence  of 
Dr  G.,  and  his  son-in-law  Mr  Parker,  (whose  opinion 
is  no  contemptible  one,)  a  certain  MS.  entrusted  to  mo 
by  you.  They  are  hearty  in  their  approbation  of  it,  aa 
ail  my  preceding  auditors  hâve  been,  and  are  anxious 
that  it  may  be  published  on  the  same  grounds  with 
myself.  At  dinner,  yesterday,  I  read  it  to  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  auditors  of  the  English  bar,  and  a 
countryman  of  yours,  (Mr  Park,)  and  hâve  precisely 
the  same  report  to  make  from  him." 

He  also  again  thus  writes,  soon  after,  on  the  same 
subject — "  I  heard  from  Lord  Radstock  very  many 
instances  of  the  favourable  impression  made  among  his 
friends  by  the  extract,  which  I  hope  they  will  carry  with 
them  into  différent  parts  of  the  country.  Dépend  upon 
it,  the  orders  from  thence  will  soon  speak  for  themselves. 
I  shall  hâve  great  pleasure  in  bringing  you,  on  Wed- 
ncsday  morning,  if  I  do  not  see  you  before,  a  pledge  of 
the  great  esteem  you  hâve  excited  in  the  breast  of  the 
gallant  admirai  and  truly  Christian  hero  above  alluded 
to.  He  made  me  read  the  extract  in  his  drawing-room 
to  an  audience  of  seventeen  pcrsons." 
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And,  in  another  letter^  he  says — '^  Lord  Radstock 
bas  got  the  extract  on  the  table  of  the  ChanceUor  of 
the  Èjcchequer,  after  his  brother.  Lord  Arden,  had  ex- 
pressed  hîgh  approbation  of  its  contents.  Mr  Perceval 
is  more  likely  than  moet  of  his  predecessors  to  read 
it.*' 

About  the  same  time  the  System  was  also  introduced 
into  the  "  Female  Orphan  Asylum  "  at  Lambeth  ;  but 
we  hare  not  any  particular  information  as  to  what  steps 
were  taken  for  this  purpose.  The  first  allusion  to  it  is 
in  a  letter  from  Dr  Bell  to  Mrs  Trimmer^  in  which 
he  says — '^  To-morrow  I  am  ordered  to  convey  Mr 
Agutter,  chaplain  to  the  Orphan  Asylum,  to  his  Grâce, 
with  a  view  to  our  system.  But,  with  us,  you  must 
not  suppose  that  done  which  we  set  about.  In  many 
instances,  I  conçoive  I  should  be  putting  an  end  to  a 
good  work  before  we  can  be  said  to  hâve  begun  it/' 
A  few  days  after  this  letter  was  written,  he  received 
the  following  note  from  Mr  Agutter  : — 

'•  Asylum,  May  17, 1807. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"  The  Duke  of  Cambridge  and  the  Archbishop  of 
Ganterbury  will  be  hère  on  Thursday  next,  at  eleven 
o'dock,  about  your  plan,  I  hope  you  are  disengaged, 
as  I  doubt  not  they  will  be  glad  to  introduce  you  to 
the  committee. — I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  sincerely. 
^'  I  am  going  to  the  duke  this  morning.'* 

And  again,  two  days  after  this,  Mr  Agutter  writes 
as  foUows — ^'  The  committee  of  this  charity  request 
the  honour  of  your  company,  and  the  benefit  of  yoiur 
advico,  on  Thursday  next,  at  eleven  o'clock. 
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^^  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  and 
his  Grâce  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  will  be  herc 
to  give  you  the  meeting." 

It  appears,  however,  that  the  duko  was  unable  to 
keep  this  appointment  ;  for  the  day  before  it  was  fixed 
to  take  place,  Mr  Agutter  wrote  to  Dr  Bell,  informing 
him  '^  that  he  had  just  received  a  note  from  the  Duke 
of  Cambridge,  to  put  off  the  meeting  with  the  Arch- 
bishop till  Thursday,  May  28,"  of  which  he  said  he 
had  informed  his  Grâce  ;  ^^  but,"  he  adds,  '^  as  we  shall 
hâve  a  very  ftdl  committee — for  I  hâve  not  time  to 
inform  ail — ^perhaps  you  would  think  ît  a  mark  of 
respect  to  wait  on  them,  and  give  them  any  préviens 
information  before  the  duke  came.  I  hâve  sent  your 
book  to  the  treasurer  and  leading  mcn  ;  and  I  think 
they  would  be  more  at  liberty  to  ask  you  questions, 
and  reçoive  information  from  you,  without  the  duke, 
than  if  he  werc  présent  ;  but  this  I  submit  to  your 
better  judgment." 

This  meeting  took  place  accordingly  j  and,  at  the 
close,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Dr  Bell  ''  for  his 
attendance  on  that  day,  and  for  the  important  informa- 
tion on  the  subject  of  éducation,  which  he  had  kindly 
communicated." 

It  does  not  appear  what  took  place  at  the  subséquent 
meeting  on  the  28th  ;  but  the  System,  from  this  time, 
was  brought  into  fuU  action  in  this  Asylum,  and  at- 
tcnded  with  considérable  success.  In  April  of  the 
foUowing  year,  Dr  Bell  was  constituted  a  perpétuai 
guardian,  of  which  he  was  informed  in  the  foUowing 
letter  from  Mr  Agutter  : — 
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^  Asylum,  April  8,  1808. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

'^  I  hâve  the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  yester- 
day,  in  committee,  the  Duke  of  Cambridge  being  in 
the  chair,  the  foUowmg  resolution  unanimously  passed — 
^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  gênerai  court  to  consti- 
tute  the  Rev.  Dr  Bell  a  perpétuai  guardian  of  this  cor- 
poration, aa  a  token  of  respect  for  his  most  usefiil  dis- 
CDvery  in  the  mode  of  éducation,  and  for  his  very  able 
assistance  in  this  charity.'     This  recommendation  of 
the  committee  was  confirmed  the  same  day  in  the  gê- 
nerai court  ;  and  I  now  hâve  to  congratulate  myself 
that  you  are  one  of  us,  and  entitled  to  ail  privilèges, 
&c.,  as  any  other  guardian.     This  might  hâve  been 
done  before,  but  the  advantage  of  delay  has  been  this  : 
if  done  at  first,  it  would  hâve  been  more  from  a  per- 
sonal  compliment  to  the  Duke  and  Archbishop,  who 
introduced  the  subject.     New,  gentlemen  hâve  seen 
and  been  convinced  of  the  utility  of  the  plan,  and  now 
the  distinction  is  on  the  ground  of  merit  alone. — I  am, 
my  dear  Sir,  yours  sincerely, 

'*  Wm.  Aguttee." 

.  It  had  been  Dr  Bell's  intention,  after  finishing  his  la- 
bours at  this  and  the  other  institutions  which  hâve  been 
mentioned,  to  hâve  retumed  to  Swanage  ;  but  just  as  he 
was  about  to  quit  London  in  August,  ^^  he  received,*'  as 
he  States  in  a  letter  to  the  archbishop,  ^^  a  summons, 
to  him  irrésistible/*  This  was  a  request,  through  Mr 
Clark,  the  chaplain^  that  he  woiild  assist  in  remodelling 
the  Royal  Military  Asylum  at  Chelsea,  which  he  had 
previously  visited  at  the  archbishop's  request.  "  This 
task,*'  ho  adds  in  the  Icttcr  just  alluded  to,  "  I  entered 
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upon  on  Monday  last.  In  my  new  curacy  1  bave  ex- 
perienced  every  facility  and  assistance  which  a  judicious 
commandant^  a  zealous,  and  able^  and  Mailing  rector^ 
good  officers^  and  good  discipline,  which  in  the  school 
I  purpose  to  render  more  lenient  and  more  effectuai^ 
can  afford.  The  success^  heretofore  unparalleled^  cor- 
responds with  so  many  advantages." 

Very  shortly  afber  he  had  commenced  his  labours  at 
tbis  institution^  be  received  tbe  followîng  lettor  from 
Mr  Calcraft^  congratulating  bim  on  tbis  favourable 
opening  for  tbe  diffiision  of  bis  System  : — 

»  August  27,  1807. 

''  Dear  Sir, 

*^  It  gives  me  mucb  pleasure  to  find  you  are  so 
usefîilly  employed  in  modelling  tbe  scbools  at  the 
Royal  MiUtary  Asylum,  upon  your  own  System.  You 
will^  upon  so  large  a  scale^  and  in  that  conspicuous  and 
laudable  institution^  bave  again  a  full  opportunity  of 
verifying  ail  that  bas  been  published  or  said  in  faveur 
of  your  bénéficiai  discovery  ;  and  persons  of  tbe  first 
conséquence  in  tbis  country  will  bave  thebr  attention 
called  to  it^  as  blended  with  tbis  most  laudable  esta- 
blishment^ and  indeed  as  forming,  in  future^  a  part 
of  it. 

"  Tbe  commander-in-chief  bas  tbe  greatest  ment 
upon  tbis  subject,  and^  I  dare  say^  you  wiU  find  bim  a 
zealous  promoter  of  your  wisbes  ;  and  perhaps^  througb 
bis  royal  bighness,  bis  Majesty  may  bereafter  be 
pleased  to  faveur  your  labours  with  bis  protection." 

No  institution  could  bave  been  better  fitted  for  tbe 
introduction  of  tbe  Madras   System  than   the  Royal 
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Mflitary  Asylum.  It  contaîned^  at  this  tîme^  not  less 
than  1000  chUdren,  and,  some  tîme  afterwards,  num- 
bered  1250  ;  and  being  under  the  especial  patronage 
of  the  king,  and  goyernment  of  his  royal  hîghness  the 
eommander-in-chief,  Dr  Bell  was  employîng  his  services 
under  the  highest  sanction  in  the  State,  as  at  Lambeth 
under  the  highest  in  the  Ghurch. 

He  took  up  his  résidence  in  Sloane  Square,  Ghelsea, 
and  gave  his  personal  attendance  daily  at  the  Asylum 
for  many  weeks.     Nothing,  in  fact,  was  wanting,  on 
his  part,  to  render  the  institution  in  every  respect  a 
correct  model  of  the  Madras  System.     The  commis- 
sîoners  and  directors  seem  also   cordially  to  hâve  co- 
operated  in  his  labours.     ''  We  hâve,**  said  Mr  Lewis, 
one  of  the  commissioners,  "  only  to  satisfy  ourselves 
upon  the  expediency  of  any  change  in  the  détail  of 
business,  to  bave  it  carried  into  effect  without  opposi- 
tion.    I  really  think  the  executive  officers  of  the  insti- 
tution as  free  from  préjudice  and  pertinacity  as  any  I 
ever  met  wîth/* 

This  was  just  the  field  of  action  Dr  Bell  was  so 
anxious  to  meet  with,  and  his  success  corresponded 
"with  the  advantages  he  enjoyed.  "  The  System  of 
éducation,"  writes  Mr  Lewis,  two  months  after  its  in- 
troduction, *'  which  you  bave  invented,  is  at  once  so 
rational,  so  simple,  and  so  practicable,  that  it  cannot 
fail  of  making  its  way  into  général  use  ;  and  I  bave  in- 
finité gratification  in  seeing  the  Royal  Military  Asylum 
already  profiting  by  your  labours,  and  giving  certain 
promise  of  bearing  public  and  powerful  évidence  of  the 
truth  and  value  of  your  System." 

Dr  Bell  remained  at  Chelsea  till  about  the  end  of 
October,  when,  having  succeeded  in  organizing  the 
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Âsylam  to  hîs  satisfaction,  he  thought  it  proper  to  re- 
turn  to  his  duties  at  Swanage.  Hardly^  however,  had 
he  arrived  there,  when  he  was  recalled,  for  the  purpose 
of  showing  the  fruits  of  his  labour  in  the  Asylum  to  the 
Duke  of  York.  This  sununons  he  at  once  obejred  ; 
and  some  time  after,  in  writing  to  General  îloyd,  gave 
the  foUowing  account  of  his  visit  : — ^'  When  I  left  the 
Royal  MUitary  Asylum,  .  .^  .  which  I  had  attended 
for  two  months  to  remodel  it,  I  was  sent  for  by  the 
Duke  of  York,  to  meet  his  royal  highness  there,  and 
to  exhibit  the  machine  which  I  had  put  in  motion 
there.  Next  moming,  when  I  had  paid  my  duty, 
and  reported  progress  to  the  archbishop,  he  asked  me 
how  I  was  pleased  with  my  interview,  and  what  the 
duke,  the  président  of  the  institution,  thought  of  my 
proceedings.  I  said,  I  was  so  little  acquainted  with 
the  language  of  great  men,  smiling  and  bowing  to  his 
Grâce,  in  whose  présence  and  at  whose  table  I  had  so 
ofben  sat,  that  I  did  not  know  how  to  interpret  any  of 
the  praises  of  simplicity,  &c.,  which  his  royal  h^h- 
ness  was  pleased  to  bestow  upon  it  ;  but  when  he  said, 
not  only  to  me,  but  to  my  friends  in  my  absence,  again 
and  again,  ^  he  only  wondered  that  it  had  not  been 
found  out  before,'  I  was  sure  *  we  had  him/ 

*^  I  had  the  impudence  to  say  I  had  borrowed  my 
System  of  his  royal  highness,  that  is,  of  his  army — 
that  in  India,  Gênerais  Floyd,  Knox,  Nesbit,  &c.,  had 
infîised  into  me  some  of  their  military  spirit;  and  that 
my  teachers  and  assistant-teachers  were  my  sergeants 
and  corporals,  and  my  reports  their  orderly-books.  It 
has  ofben  occurred  to  me  of  late,  that  it  was  insensibly 
in  that  school  I  leamed  what  I  taught." 

Dr  Bell  retumed  to  Swanage  a  few  days  after  this 
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meeting  ;  but  he  afterwards  occasionally  attended  thc 
Bchool  when  in  town,  and  its  siiccess  was  equal  to 
his  moBt  sanguine  expectations. 

While  Dr  Bell  was  engaged  in  organizing  this  insti- 
tution^  he  received  an  address  from  his  old  pupils  at  the 
Madras  Asyium^  whom  he  had  not  seen  or  heard  of  for 
eleven  years.  No  communication  could  hâve  been  more 
unexpected,  or  more  gratifying  to  his  feelings^  than  this 
was.  To  hâve  so  plain  a  proof  how  well  his  labours  had 
prospered^  and  how  gratefiilly  they  were  remembered, 
afiter  so  long  a  period  had  elapsed^  must  hâve  been  most 
pleasing  to  him^  more  especially  as^  at  that  very  time^ 
he  was  employed  in  introducing  the  System  into  an  in- 
stitution  in  many  respects  similar  to  the  one  in  which  it 
had  originated.  He  considered  it  as  providen  tiaUy  intend- 
ed  to  form  a  continuation  to  his  reports  of  the  Madras 
Asylum^  to  bring  down  its  history  to  the  latest  period, 
and  to  consummate  the  évidence  of  the  effects  of  the 
Madras  system  ;  and  it  proved  to  him,  that  after  so  long 
a  space  of  time,  those  sentiments  which  it  had  been  his 
incessant  aim  to  inspire  had  not  evaporated;  and  that 
those  principles  which  his  pupils  had  imbibed  had 
taken  deep  root,  and  continued  to  yield  their  natural 
fruits. 

This  address  was  signed  by  upwards  of  fifty  of  his 
original  pupils,  and  waa  enclosed  in  a  letter  from  Mark 
Dunhill,  one  of  their  number.  The  letter  and  address 
were  as  follows  : — 

"  To  ihe  Bef>.  Dr  A.  BéU. 

^  Madras,  5th  March  1807. 
*'  Révérend  Sir, 

'^  With  the  most  heartfelt  pleasure  I  address  you. 
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in  the  humble  hope  that  you  will  hâve  some  remem- 
brance  of  your  poor  pupil,  although  eleven  years  haye 
elapsed  since  your  departure  from  this  country  ;  a  time 
which  îs  almost  sufficient  to  wear  off  ail  recollection  of 
me,  from  among  the  number  of  youths  who  had  the 
faveur  of  a  merciful  Providence  to  be  placed  under  your 
charge  in  the  Maie  Orphan  Asylum  at  Egmore. 

"  Under  this  idea,  I  beg  to  intrude  myself  again  to 
your  notice  ;  first  requesting  you  will  be  pleased  to 
overlook  any  apparent  neglect  in  not  sooner  correspon- 
ding  with  my  dear  and  wortliy  benefactor,  for  such  you 
hâve  truly  been  to  me,  as  well  as  to  hundreds  of  other 
poor  orphans  in  circumstances  similar  to  mine.  As 
ono  motive  which  has  induced  this  letter,  I  hope  I  may 
be  allowed  to  express  my  gratefîil  acknowledgments 
for  the  unmerited  kindness  I  hâve  received  at  your 
hands. 

^^  Through  the  goodness  of  Mr  Thomas  Cockbum,  my 
late  worthy  master,  I  am  now  situated  in  the  Military 
Auditor-General's  OflGice,  and  am  doing  well  ; — ^many 
of  your  pupils  are  also  doing  well,  filling  situations  in 
life  which  your  unwearied  labours,  and  the  System  of 
éducation  you  followed,  could  only  hâve  enabled  them 
to  fiU  with  so  much  crédit  to  themselves  ;  for  there  îs 
a  wide  diflference  now  to  be  observed  în  the  éducation 
which  has  been  afibrded  to  the  Egmore  boys  under 
your  superintendence,  and  those  lads  who  were  brought 
up  in  other  schools  about  Madras.  This  différence  is 
purely  to  be  attributed  to  the  precepts  which  hâve  been 
inculcated  on  their  minds  in  their  younger  days  ;  as  an 
acknowledgment  thereof,  they  beg  you  will  hâve  the 
goodness  to  honour  them  with  the  perusal  of  the  accom- 
panying  address. 
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^'  It  will  not  bo  propcr  in  me  to  omit  mentioning  some 
particulars  of  the  wclfare  of  the  young  men^  who  are 
DOW  supporting  themselves  in  the  means  you  first  af- 
forded  : — Of  them^  I  am  sure  you  will  be  pleased  to 
hear — William  Smith,  the  first  boy  in  the  school,  and 
Samuel  Sawyer,  are  head  clerks  in  the  Paymaster's 
Office  at  Falamcottah  and  Trichinopoly.  In  the  Sur- 
Yeying  department,  John  Robinson  and  Samuel  God- 
frey  hâve  shown  themselves  diligent  and  good  survey- 
ors.  George  Stevens  is  agent  to  the  govemment 
press  established  by  Doctor  Kerr.  Thomas  Adamson 
and  William  Faulkner  are  still  ushers  as  you  left  them. 
John  Friskin  is  head  printer  to  the  Courier  press  in 
Madras.  My  brother,  Matthew  Read,  is  in  the  Mih- 
tary  Board  Office  ;  in  short,  there  is  not  a  boy  who  was 
placed  under  your  tuition,  that  has  not  been  brought 
forward,  and  are  now  able  to  provide  for  themselves. 
For  your  better  information  I  enclose  a  list  of  the  boys 
thus  situated  which  has  come  to  my  knowledge,  of  those 
now  présent  at  Madras  as  well  as  elsewhere. 

'*  That  you  may  long  live  happy,  is  the  humble  and 
fervent  prayer  of,  révérend  Sir,  your  very  humble  and 
grateful  servant, 

'*  Mabr  Dunhill." 

"^  To  the  Bev.  Dr  Andrew  Bett. 

<«  Madras,  25th  Feb.  1807. 

*'  Révérend  Sir, 

"  With  much  respect  and  esteem,  we,  yourpupils, 
who  hâve  had  the  happiness  to  be  placed  under  your 
immédiate  patronage  while  you  were  in  charge  of  the 
Military  Maie  Orphan  Asylum  at  Egmore,  now  pre* 
sume  to  address  you.     This  we  are  constrained  to  do 
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wîth  hearts  glowing  with  gratitude^  when  we  reflect 
that^  orphans  as  we  were^  you  hâve  rescued  us  firom 
wretchedness  and  ruin,  throngh  your  friendly  and  vo- 
luntary  interférence  in  the  instruction  of  our  tender 
youth. 

<'  We  sensibly  feel  the  great  and  good  effects  of  that 
wholesome  System  which  you  began,  and  so  invariably 
supported^  in  the  superintendence  of  that  orphan  insti- 
tution^  which  so  effectually  promoted  our  éducation 
during  the  most  early  stages  of  its  helpless  inÊuicy. 
We  should^  therefore^  be  devoid  of  every  sentiment  of 
gratitude^  were  we  to  withhold  this  expression  of  our 
thankfulness  to  you^  whom  we  consider  in  the  light  of 
our  father  and  friend: — although  this  disposition  is 
manifested  at  this  late  period  of  time.  Sudi  of  us  as 
are  now  résident  in  Madras^  are  thus  unanimously  dé- 
sirons of  ezpressing  our  gratitude^  while  we  are  satisfied 
Ûxài,  we  are  also  fulfilling  an  incumbent  duty  on  the 
part  of  the  whole  of  our  fellow  scholars,  who  hâve  not 
the  opportunity  of  testifying,  in  like  manner^  their  grati- 
tude for  £EiTOurs  received,  in  conséquence  of  their  ab- 
sence in  distant  countries.  Their  intentions»  howerer, 
with  respect  to  the  subject  of  this  addresB^  we  are  satis- 
fied, are  consistent  with  our  own. 

*'  Actuated  solely  by  this  principle,  we,  your  pupils, 
révérend  sir,  think  it  incumbent  on  us  to  offer  you  our 
grateful,  however  humble,  acknowledgments,  as  the  first 
step  we  would  take  on  coming  to  years  of  discrétion. 
The  excellent  and  instructive  precepts  we  hâve  re- 
ceived  ;  the  labours  which  you  bave  so  disinterestedly 
bestowed  ;  the  &therly  care  and  persevering  attention 
paid  by  you  to  the  morals  of  our  youth  ;  and,  above 
ail,  those  charitable  motives  which  influenced  you  to 
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instruct  us  in  the  knowledge  of  the  Christian  religion^ 
we  hope  ever  to  remember.  Whatever  bas  beeti  im- 
parted  to  us  by  your  pious  endeavours,  we  humbly  trust, 
through  the  Divine  blessing,  we  shall  imbibe  ;  and  that 
tiie  instructions  afforded  us  will  be  productive  of  those 
ends  for  which  they  bave  been  bestowed^  even  to  make 
us  good  men  and  true  Christians.  Thèse  impressions,, 
we  hope,  will  remain  indelibly  stamped  on  our  minds, 
under  the  strengthening  support  of  that  all-gracious 
Being  who  bas  in  mercy  taken  us  under  bis  powerful 
protection,  and  brought  us  to  the  knowledge  of  his 
Divine  will,  which,  through  bis  heavenly  grace^  will,  wé 
hope,  end  in  etemal  bappiness. 

^  We  are  sensible  that  our  case  would  bave  been 
fcnrlom,  and  under  less  able'  hands  we  should  bave  been 
laft  destitute  of  those  necessary  attainmeiïts  which  are 
requisite  to  guide  us  through  life.  With  pleasing  grati- 
tude we  now  reflect  on  those  excellent  precepts  you 
gave  us — ^the  great  lesson,  *  to  speak  Truth^  to  leave 
off  Deceit,  and  to  be  a  good  Boy/  We  are  now 
thoroughly  sensible  of  their  advantages. 

**  Conscious  of  the  inadequaey  of  other  exertions  than 
your  own  for  perfecting  the  System  of  our  éducation, 
which  you  ever  held  up  to  our  view  in  the  above  strik- 
ing  precepts^  we  therefore  beg  leave  to  assure  you,  that 
we  feel  most  sensibly  the  resuit  which  bas  arisen  from 
the  mode  of  instruction  which  you  followed,  so  profit- 
able to  ourselves  and  honourable  to  you.  To  your  kind 
patronage  in  our  infancy,  we  are  indebted  for  those 
valuaUe  advantages  which  we  enjoy,  and  are  through 
your  means  now  capable  of  acquiring  ;  by  which  we 
are  enabled  to  fill  those  important  duties  required  of  us 
as  members  of  society.  Several  of  us  are  become  the 
heads  of  young  families  ;  and  to  your  patemal  care, 
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under  the  great  Disposer  of  events,  we  ascribe  our  pré- 
servation and  comfort. 

"  With  sentiments  of  the  liveliest  gratitude  for 
faveurs  received,  and  with  expressions  of  the  most 
eamest  désire  for  your  real  happiness  in  the  décline  of 
life,  we  are,  révérend  Sir,  your  truly  obliged,  affectîonate, 
and  humble  servants, 

'^  Geô.  Stevens,  Matt.  Read,  Mark  Dunhill,  Thos. 
Adamson,  Wm.  Bateman,  John  Sedgeley^*  Sam. 
Oodfrejfj  Wm.  Twigg,  Geo.  Hunter,  Thos.  Lukham, 
John  M'Rae,  Wm.  Mallis,  John  Friskîn,  Thos.  Rit- 
chie,  Wm.  Foy,  John  Gore,  John  Smith,  Jos.  Allan, 
Wm.  Sundt,  Thos.  Ross,  Henry  WehheVy  F.  Louis 
Martin,  Wm.  Frost,  Edw.  Price,  Jos.  OUiver,  Jos. 
Lynn,  Thos.  Moody,  John  Kave,  Geo.  Godfrey,  Wm. 
Ritchie,  J.  Crampton,  Wm.  Strange,  Wm.  Scott, 
Wm.  Crampton,  Wm.  Webbe,  Wm.  Faulkner,  Fran. 
Lavrrance,  Robt.  Godfrey,  J.  Bateman,  Hamilton  M. 
M'Bean,  Jos.  Rodgers,  Mich.  Santineer,  L.  W.  Qod^ 
frey^  Jos.  Taylor." 

Thèse  documents  were  printed  and  transmitted  by 
Dr  Bell  to  many  of  his  friends,  who  expressed  great 
pleaaure  at  their  perusal.  He  also  sent  them  to  the 
court  of  directors,  and  received  from  them  the  follow- 
îng  gratifying  acknowledgment  : — 

'<  East  IndiaHouse,  17th  Oct.  1807. 

"Sir, 

*'  1  have  received  and  laid  before  the  court  of 
directors  of  the  East  India  Company  your  letter  to  Mr 
Ramsay  of  the  6th  instant,  with  the  documents  from 

♦  Those  in  Itolics  were  Boarders. 


LIFE  OF  DR  BELL.  197 

your  Indian  pupils  accompanying  the  same.  And  I 
am  commanded  to  express  to  you  the  high  satisfaction 
the  perusal  of  those  documents  has  afibrded  the  court, 
in  learning  therefrom  how  much  the  valuable  institu- 
tion over  iniiich  you  lately  presided  at  Madras  has 
benefited  by  your  labour  and  talents,  I  am  further 
commanded  to  convey  to  you  the  court's  thanks  for  the 
perusal  of  the  documents  in  question,  which  are  here- 
with  retumed,  I  hâve  the  honour  to  be,  sîr,  your 
obedient  humble  servant, 

"  James  Cobb,  Assist.  Sec. 
*'  The  Rev.  Db  Bell;* 

Thèse  letters,  however,  did  not  conclude  the  cor- 
respondence  between  Dr  Bell  and  his  old  pupils; 
for  aome  years  afterwards  he  received  a  still  more 
gratifying  proof  of  their  attachment,  which  will  be 
mentioned  in  its  proper  place. 

We  now  come  to  a  subject  more  immediately  con- 
nected  with  the  diffiision  of  the  system  at  this  period. 
This  was  Mr  Whitbread's  motion  in  the  House  of 
Gommons  relative  to  the  poor-lavrs,  wherein,  as  will  be 
presently  seen,  he  introduced  the  subject  of  a  national 
System  of  éducation. 

In  1805  Dr  Bell  had  made  some  remarks  on  the 
poor-laws,  in  his  second  édition  of  hîs  *'  Experiment 
in  Education."  And  in  October  1806,  in  a  letter 
to  Mr  Galcraft,  he  says — "  To  you,  as  the  patron  to 
whom  I  am  most  solicitons  of  attaching  myself,  I  beg 
Icave  to  submit  my  prospectus  for  Whitechapel  schools, 
by  which  you  will  see  what  mîght  be  done  in  re- 
gard to  the  poor-laws,  as  well  as  the  éducation  of  the 
poor 
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'^  I  have  already  given  to  the  public  a  System  of 
éducation  adapted  to  the  poor^  and  founded  on  expéri- 
ence, and  I  now  am  readj  to  gîve  my  gratnitoas 
semées  at  Whitechapel,  with  the  co-opeiation  of  the 
most  able  and  willing  commîttee  of  managers,  in  making 
an  experiment  on  the  same  prînciples  in  regard  to  the 
poor-laws. 

'*  If  Mr  Whitbread  is  to  digest  a  System  of  poor- 
laws,  I  think  it  would  be  most  eligible  for  him  to  ha^e 
an  experiment  made,  with  no  trouble  or  expense  to 
him,  and  I  think  you  could  readily  suggest  to  him  the 
means  of  its  being  accomplished/' 

It  does  not  appear  what  answer  was  given  to  this 
letter  ;  but  in  the  beginning  of  December  Dr  Bell  put 
into  Mr  Calcraft's  hands  varions  papers,  &c.,  that  he 
might  lay  them  before  Mr  Whitbread  for  his  perusaL 
We  find  nothing  more,  however,  on  this  subject  until 
early  in  the  présent  year  of  our  narrative  (1807,)  when 
Mr  Whitbread  brought  forward  his  motion  on  the  poor- 
laws.  He  stated,  in  the  commencement  of  his  speech, 
'^  that  he  rose  to  submit  to  the  considération  of  the 
House,  one  of  the  most  interesting  propositions  that 
ever  occupied  the  attention  of  any  deliberative  assembly 
upon  earth  ;"  and  that  '^  he  wished  to  engage  them  in 
an  attempt  at  the  solution  of  the  most  difficult  of  ail 
political  problems — ^namely,  how  to  reduce  the  sum  of 
human  vice  and  misery,  and  how  to  augment  that  of 
human  happiness  and  virtue,  among  the  subjects  of  this 
realm  ;  "  and  after  arguing,  at  great  length,  in  £Ei,vour 
of  the  bénéficiai  efFects  of  éducation,  and  giving  the 
détails  of  the  proposed  measure,  he  proceeded  to  say — 
^^  I  cannot  help  noticing  to  the  House,  that  this  is  a. 
period  particularly  favourablo  for  the  institution  of  a 
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national  System  of  éducation^  because  within  a  few 
jears  therc  has  been  discovered  a  plan  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  youth,  which  is  now  brought  to  a  stato  of  great 
perfection  ;    happily  combining  rules   by  which  the 
object  of  leaming  must  be  infs^ibly  attained  with  expé- 
dition and  cheapness^  and  holding  ont  the  fairest  pro- 
spect of  eminent  utility  to  mankind.     Sir,  the  merito- 
nous  person,  with  whom  parts  of  the  plan  of  éducation 
to  which  I  hâve  alluded  hâve  had  their  rise,  who  has 
also  had  the  good  sensé  unostentatiously  to  add  the 
acknowledged  discoveries  of  others  to  his  own,  is  well 
known  to  many  members  of  this  House,  and  to  a  large 
part  of  the  nation,  and  he  is  patronized  by  persons  of 
the  first  distinction  in  this  and  a  neighbouring  kingdom; 
he  has  further  obtained  the  high  honour  of  the  royal 
sanction  and  support.     The  gentleman  whom  I  mean 
to  point  out  to  you,  is  Mr  Joseph  Lancaster.     Sir,  I 
know  that  he  has  been  the  object  of  much  opposition  from 
bigotry  and  préjudice,  but  I  beliere  him  to  be,  on  eveiy 
account,  deserving  of  encouragement  and  protection  ; 
and  I  am  happy  to  find  that  the  unfbunded  damour 
which  haa  been  raised  against  hhn  has,  in  no  degree, 
prevailed  ;  that  he  still  enjoys  that  distinguished  and 
discriminating  support  I  havebefore  mentioned;  and, 
as  it  finequently  happons,  that  what  was  intended  to 
overtum,  has  tended  only  to  strengthen  and  support 
him." 

No  mention  of  Dr  Bell's  name  appears  to  hâve  been 
made  in  the  debate,  except  by  Mr  Calcraft,  who  rose 
and  said,  ''  that  the  System  of  éducation  so  much 
recommended,  was  solely  and  wholly  attributable  to  his 
near  neighbour  and  respected  friond,  the  Rev.  Dr  Bell, 
rector  of  Swanage/' 
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On  the  morning  aftet  thia  debate  Mr  Marriot  thus 
wrote  to  Mr  Davis: — 

•*  February  20,  1807. 

"  My  dear  Friend, 

"  I  am  reading  Mr  Whitbread's  speech  on  the 
poor-laws,  and  cannot  delay  a  single  moment  to  write 
to  you,  in  order  that  you  may  communicate  with  Dr 
Bell.  If  I  had  known  where  to  address  him  I  would 
hâve  done  so^  as  I  am  sure  he  would  hâve  excused 
that  liberty. 

"  Mr  W.  seems  to  agrée  so  much  with  Dr  Bell  in 
his  System,  viz.  in  wishing,  not  to  abrogate,  but  modify, 
regulate,  and  improve,  our  poor-laws  and  their  adminis- 
'tration,  that  I  cannot  help  thinking  Dr  Bell  should 
make  himself  known  to  him  while  his  measures  are 
pending  before  the  House  of  Gommons.  I  see  he 
praises  Lancaster  as  the  founder  of  the  Lancasterian 
System,  just  as  others,  even  those  who  profess  to  receive 
his  book,  in  which  the  real  author  is  acknowledged, 
hâve  ignorantly  done.  See  the  last  Edinhurgh  Review 
but  one.  I  hâve  a  very  slîght  acquaintance  with  Mr 
W.,  but  am  intimately  connected  with  some  of  his 
wife's  relations  ;  and,  if  Dr  Bell  did  not  like  calling 
upon  him  without  an  introduction,  would  engage  to 
secure  that  advantage  to  him.  Indeed  we  live  in  a 
most  interestîng,  as  well  as  a  most  awfîil,  era  of  the 
world  ;  and  great  improvements  in  the  condition  of  the 
Icast  privileged  part,  in  a  worldly  sensé,  of  the  human 
species,  seem  daily  gaining  ground  and  approaching  to 
maturity." 

Mr  Marriot  and  Mr  Davis  met  the  day  aftcr  this 
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note  was  written^  and  had  some  conversation  upon  the 
subject;  and  on  the  Monday  foUowing  Mr  Marriot 
again  wrote  to  him^  being  still  in  ignorance  of  Dr  Bell's 
address^  informing  him  that  he  had  performed  his  pro- 
mise respecting  Mr  Whitbread,  and  that  *'  he  hoped 
he  should  in  some  degree  gratify  him,  by  saying  gène- 
raUy  that  many  unexpected  opportunities  had  arisen, 
ail  of  which  he  had  used  to  make  known  Dr  Bell^  and 
his  past  merits  and  présent  invaluable  projects  for  his 
mother  church  and  mother  country."  He  then  went 
on  to  say — "  I  found  at  Lord  Grey's,  whose  daughter 
Mr  Whitbread  married,  that  the  archbishop  had  on 
Friday,  immediately  after  perusing  Mr  W/s  speech, 
sent  a  copy  of  Dr  Bell's  pamphlet  to  him,  requesting 
an  attentive  perusal  of  it,  and  assuring  him  that  he  was' 
convinced  that  perusal  would  lead  him  to  think  Dr 
Bell  was  much  more  worthy  of  public  patronage  than 
Mr  Lancaster.  To  this  Mr  W,  repUed  very  faveur- 
ably,  and  dedared  himself  open  to  every  conviction  in 
Dr  Bell's  faveur.  Things  being  so,  I  thought  if  I 
communicated  (as  I  took  care  to  do)  through  one  of 
Earl  Grey's  sons,  who  is  an  exemplary  and  zealous 
clergyman,  a  good  churchman,  and  an  intimate  and 
oonfidential  friend  of  mine,  the  actual  and  very  succoss- 
fiil  experiment  made  at  Whitechapel,  that  between  the 
archbishop  and  myself,  every  thing  Dr  Bell  wished 
would  bave  been  done.  I  now  wait  the  effeots  in  to- 
morrow*s  paper." 

In  conséquence  of  this  it  was  immediately  arranged 
that  an  interview  should  take  place  between  Dr  Bell 
and  Mr  Whitbread  :  of  which  the  former  preserved  the 
following  memoranda  among  his  papers  : — 

"  Feb.   25. — Saw  Mr  Whitbread,  who  had  a  Mr 
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Wiltshire  with  him,  at  eleven  ;  wbs  at  Leyton  church  at 
three  o'clock  :  saîd  I  was  determined  not  to  make  an 
apology  for  walting  on  hîm  on  that  day.  If  I  couldbe 
an  humble  instrament  in  dîffiising  knowledge  and  hap- 
pîness^  then  I  was  performîng  the  duty  of  that  day  în 
the  most  effectuai  manner. 

'^  Mr  W.  began  by  declarîng  that  he  meant  to  enact 
no  System  of  éducation.  It  would  effectually  stop  it, 
just  as  enacting  vaccination  would  check  it.  He  was 
for  givîng  it  a  free  course,  to  find  its  own  level,  like 
commerce  or  any  thing  else  ;  but  said  it  was  one  thing 
to  enact  and  another  to  recommend,  and  that  this  sys* 
tem  was  such  as  deserved  every  recommendation.  He 
was  for  parochial  schools  under  the  parochial  clergy — 
my  very  idea.  He  inclined  to  Lancaster's  idea,  of 
using  the  Bible  and  no  Creeds,  and  averred  that  Lan- 
caster  had  never  made  a  couvert.  I  quoted  our  Cate- 
chism. 

^  I  proposed  schools  of  industry.  He  objected,  that 
if  we  were  to  make  tailors  and  shoemakers,  &c., 
that  those  of  that  trade  now  would  want  employment. 
I  spoke  of  Sir  Richard  Arkwright,  and  the  opposition 
to  him  on  that  ground.  He  said  there  was  this  differ- 
ence,  that  the  machinery  cheapened  labour  and  increased 
the  sale  ;  but  it  would  not  be  so  with  tailors.  This 
opinion  I  combated  with  great  warmth,  and  insisted, 
that  by  increasing  work  in  every  shape,  we  increased 
the  wealth  of  the  state,  and  that  with  my  tailors  I 
should  cheapen  work.  I  mentioned  straw-plait,  as  in- 
troduced  at  Swanage,  for  the  sake  of  industry  in  one 
shape  or  other.  He  illustrated^  by  the  failure  of  the 
straw,  what  would  happen  in  my  school  of  industry.  I 
combated,  and  I  beliove  successfiilly. 
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^  He  had  a  ietter  from  the  archbishop^  with  my 
third  édition^  saying  that  he  had  approved  J.  L. 
Whitbread  said,  that  he  imputed  préjudice  and  bigotry 
to  thoee  who  opposed  L.^  yet  he  did  not  impute  them 
to  the  archbishop^  but  to  Mrs  Trimmer.  He  asked^ 
if  I  had  seen  the  archbishop,  and  ascertained  bis  opin- 
ion of  schools  of  industry  ?  I  did  not  prétend  to  know, 
but  I  thought  he  must  be  firiendly  to  them.  After 
urging  the  inexpedieney  of  schools  of  industry,  he  then 
argued  the  impolicy  of  bringing  them  forward  too 
soon^  and  that,  if  he  lived  twenty  years,  he  might  foUow 
it  up«  But  the  présent  was  not  the  time,  as  by  attempt- 
ing  too  much,  he  might  lose  ail  in  the  présent  unen- 
lightened  state  of  the  House.  I  conceived  that  there 
were  three  for  industry  to  one  for  éducation.  He  had 
said  that  Lancaster  had  adopted  the  discoveries  of 
others^  and  was  an  original  genius  ;  that  he  was  not 
rash  in  his  praises  of  him  ;  that  he  had  not  even  seen 
his  school  till  lately  ;  that  he  did  not  know  whether  he 
was  a  sûbscriber,  but  that  his  friend  the  Duke  of  Bed- 
ford  had  patronized  him.  Lord  Somerville,  and  others, 
and  that  he  heard  much  of  him  ;  that  he  approved  of 
his  mode  of  teaching  by  the  Bible  ;  and  when  I  spoke 
of  his  imitations,  he  mentioned  his  posting  up  sheets  of 
paper,  and  the  little  ezpense  of  books.  But  he  declared 
that  he  never  read  any  papers  or  System,  neither  those 
delivered  by  Mr  Galcraft,  nor  the  book  read  by  the 
arehbishop.  Yet  he  begged  as  a  &your  that  I  would 
meet  Mr  L.  at  his  house.  I  desired  time  to  give  him 
an  answer.  He  persisted  ;  for  he  was  to  print,  and 
wished  to  be  satisfied  on  some  points.  I  wished  to 
know  what  it  was  he  wished  for,  but  did  not  leam.  He 
wished  to  do  us  justice,  and  said  that  he  would  place 
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me  first  ;  but  might  not  Lancaster  hâve  discovered  at 
the  same  time  that  I  did^  just  as  I  had  thought  with 
him  in  the  negotiation  affair  ?  ...  I  said,  if  he  would 
show  me  one  improvement  of  J.  L.'s  which  was  not  in 
my  System,  or  did  not  grow  out  of  it,  I  would  give 
ail  up. 

«  26th.— Met  Mr  Whitbread  by  accident  in  St 
James's  Park.  He  persisted  in  my  meeting  L.,  but 
would  not  give  his  reasons.  He  declared  again  he  had 
no  intention  of  disputing  my  daim.  My  condition  yes- 
terday  was,  that  he  should  read  my  analysis  and  papers. 
To-day  he  again  promised  it  in  thirty-six  hours.  I  said 
mine  was  a  most  powerfiil  engine,  and  he  was  an  able 
workman,  I  knew." 

In  the  mean  time  Mr  Lancaster  had  not  been  idle 
in  the  matter  ;  for,  on  the  same  day  as  this  last  meet- 
ing took  place  between  Mr  Whitbread  and  Dr  Bell,  he 
published  the  following  advertisement  in  the  Star  news- 
paper: — 

'^  Improvements  in  Education. 

^^  Joseph  Lancaster,  of  the  Free  School,  Borough 
Road,  London,  having  invented,  under  the  blessing  of 
Divine  Providence,  a  new  and  mechanical  System  of 
éducation  for  the  use  of  schools,  feels  anxious  to  disse- 
minate  the  knowledge  of  its  advantages  through  the 
kingdom. 

'*  By  this  System,  paradoxical  as  it  may  appear,  above 
one  thousand  children  mat/  he  taught  and  govemed  by 

one  master  only Any  boy  who  can  read, 

can  teach  arithmetic  with  the  certainty  of  a  mathema- 
tician,  although  he  knows  nothing  about  it  himself. 

"  It  is  intended  to  publish  an  abridgement  of  the 
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System  of  Education  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  in  Ire- 
land.  It  will  be  executed  under  the  inspection  of  the 
author  of  the  original  System." 

On  reading  this  advertisement,  Dr  Bell  immediately 
wrote  thus  to  Mr  Whitbread  : — 

"  London,  26th  February  1807. 

''  Sir, 

"  In  my  newspaper,  the  Star,  of  this  date,  I  hâve 
jnst  read — ^  Joseph  Lancaster,  &c.,  having  invented, 
under  the  blessîng  of  Divine  Providence,  a  new  and 
mechanical  System  of  éducation,'  &c. 

'^  This  advertisement  will,  I  am  persuaded,  convince 
you,  as  fully  as  it  does  me,  that  any  personal  interview 
or  conférence,  on  a  subject  in  which  the  parties  differ 
so  widely  in  point  of  fact,  would  only  lead  to  that  con- 
tradiction, and  perhaps,  in  the  eamestness  of  disputa- 
tion,  to  that  altercation  which  I  am  extremely  soUcitous 
to  avoid,  especially  with  one  to  whose  zeal,  industry,  per- 
sévérance, and  matchless  address,  the  mechanical  parts 
of  the  System,  which  I  hâve  heretofore  fondly  imagîned 
was  my  discovery,  are  under  so  many  obligations,  and 
who,  had  he  stopped  hère,  as  I  once  understood  he  did, 
would^  as  I  conçoive,  hâve  eamed  universal  praise  and 
thanks. 

^'  With  great  déférence  I  submit  to  your  judgment, 
whether,  not  only  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  alterca- 
tion, of  which  I  am  so  solicitons,  but  also  for  the  sake 
of  that  substantiel  truth,  of  which  I  am  £ar  more  soli- 
citons, any  questions  which  you  hâve  to  put  to  him  or 
to  me,  would  not  be  much  more  satisfactorily  donc  in 
writing. 
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"  It  is  my  anxious  wish  to  give  you  every  informa- 
tion in  my  power^  on  a  Bubject  on  whicb  I  bave  re- 
flected  long  and  mucb^  and  studied  exporimentally,  and 
to  do  tbis  in  tbe  way  wbicb  to  me  appeais  leaat  ambi- 
guous  and  equivocat  ;  and  to  give  every  proof  of  tbe  bigb 
considération  witb  wbicb  I  bave  tbe  bonour  to  be^  Sir^ 
your  obedîent  servant^ 

''  A.  Bell." 

Dr  Bell  delivered  tbis  letter  bimself  to  Mr  Wbitbread 
on  tbe  day  after  it  was  written^  wben  be  made  tbe  fol- 
lowing  memoranda  of  wbat  occurred  : — "  27tb — ^Pre- 
sented  in  writing  an  answer  to  Mr  Wbitbread's  request 
to  meet  J.  L.  He  was  very  sorry  t  bad  not  corne 
sooner,  as  J.  L.  bad  jnst  left  bim.  He  read  to  me 
wbat  be  said  of  tbe  System^  and  of  J.  L.  He  cajoled 
and  be  tbreatened.  He  talked  of  many  wbo  bad  beard 
of  Lancaster  but  not  of  me  ;  and  be  {^raised  me.  He 
spoke  of  tbe  little  moment  to  wbom  it  was  ascribed,  if 
we  got  tbe  tbing  itself^  and  not  to  defeat  bis  object  if  I 
was  a  pbUantbropist.  I  said  it  depended  on  bim^  not 
on  me^  for  success.  It  was  by  a  candid  and  îak  report. 
He  sbowed  me  wbere  be  left  a  note  for  my  namOj  and 
said  be  would  do  justice  to  my  discovery.  He  would 
not  see  me^  nor  read  my  books  or  papers^  till  bis  mo- 
tion was  made^  but  be  did  see  J.  L.  often.  He  seemed 
to  intimate  tbat  tbere  was  otber  patronage  tban  tbe 
arcbbisbop's,  but  tbis  obscurely." 

Tbe  resuit  of  tbis  was,  tbat  Mr  Wbitbread,  in  a  sub- 
séquent speecb,  gave  a  correct  statement  of  facts  ;  and, 
on  tbe  publication  of  tbe  substance  of  bis  original 
speecb,  wbicb  was  modified  accordingly,  be  added  thèse 
remarks  : — 
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^^  Dr  Bell^  late  of  the  establishment  of  Fort  St  George^ 
ÎB  the  East  Indîes,  rector  of  Swanage^  daims  the  original 
invention  of  the  System  of  éducation  practised  by  Mr 
Lancaster.  So  early  as  the  year  1789^  he  opened  a 
flchool  at  Madras,  in  which  that  System  was  first  re- 
duced  to  practice,  with  the  greatest  success  and  the 
moet  bénéficiai  effects.  In  the  year  1797  he  published 
an  ontline  of  his  method  of  instruction  in  a^Bmall  pam- 
phlety  entitled,  '  An  Experiment  in  Education^  mode  at 
the  Maie  AsyJum  at  Madras.^  That  pamphlet  has 
been  extended,  and  very  valuable  détails  given  to  the 
publioy  by  Dr  BeU,  in  two  subséquent  publications  of 
the  years  1805  and  1807*  Mr  L.'s  free  school  in  the 
Borough  was  not  opened  till  the  year  1800  ;  so  that 
Dr  Bell  unquestionably  preceded  Mr  Lancaster,  and 
to  him  the  world  is  first  indebted  for  one  of  the  most 
usefol  discoveries  which  has  ever  been  submitted  to 
Society. 

^^  Dr  Bell  and  Mr  Lancaster  hâve  heretofore  had 
much  communication  with  each  other  ;  and  Mr  Lan- 
caster, in  acknowledging  the  obligation  he  has  to  Dr 
BeD,  wishes  not  to  detract  from  his  honour  or  merit, 
nor  to  arrogate  to  himself  any  thing  to  which  Dr  Bell 
is  entided  ;  at  the  same  time  he  asserts  that  many  of 
the  very  useful  methods  practised  at  his  school  are  ex- 
clusively  his  own.  On  the  other  hand,  Dr  BeU,  with 
the  feeling  worthy  of  so  great  a  benefactor  to  mankind, 
allows,  that  to  the  zeal,  persévérance,  and  address  of 
Mr  Lancaster,  the  mechanical  parts  of  the  System  are 
under  the  greatest  obligations." 

This  statement  certainly  showed  a  wish,  on  Mr 
Whitbread's  part,  to  do  justice  to  ail  parties;  and 
we  find  that,  soon  afterwards,  he  visited  the  White- 
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ehapel  school,  with  the  view  of  making  himself  ac- 
quainted  with  the  opération  of  the  System.  This 
▼isit  is  thus  mentioned  in  a  letter  from  Mr  Marriot  to 
Lord  Kenyon — "  Whitbread  has  been  there,  (at  the 
Whitechapel  school,)  when  nobody  was  Ukely  to  corne 
or  did  corne,  and  probed  into  every  thing  with  the  eyes 
of  Argus  for  several  hours.  He  could  not  suggest  any 
thing  that  was  wanting,  or  gainsay  any  thing  that  he 
saw  or  heard  ;  and  yesterday  he  read,  in  the  commit- 
tee  of  the  House  of  Gommons,  one  part  of  the  state- 
ment  above  alluded  Co  in  manuscript.  He  also  wrote 
a  letter  to  Mr  Davis,  (whom  he  never  knew  before  hîs 
visit  to  the  school,)  expressing,  in  the  strongest  terms, 
the  praise  due  to  him  and  Dr  Bell." 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 

Schools  in  Marjlebone  and  St  James*s — Henry  Manwell — Schools  at  Win- 
chester— Introduction  of  the  System  into  Shropshire. 

Meantime,  besides  the  institutions  which  hâve  been 
described^  many  otber  schools  were  now  adopting  the 
Madras  System,  some  of  which  it  will  be  necessary 
briefly  to  mention  hère,  First  in  order  of  time  comes 
the  Free  Day  School,  Ogle  Mews,  Queen-Ann  Street, 
£ast  Marylebone.  This  school,  as  appears  from  a 
printed  circular,  dated  May  12,  1807,  was  opened  for 
the  réception  of  three  hundred  boys,  under  one  mas- 
ter  only,  We  do  not,  however,  find  whether  Dr  Bell 
gave  much  personal  superintendence  to  it  or  not,  al- 
though  it  seems  probable  that  he  occasionally  visited  it, 
from  a  letter  from  the  master  to  him,  wherein  he  re- 
tums  his  sincère  thanks  for  the  instruction  he  had  given 
him  ;  and  he  adds — ^^  I  feel  the  greatest  pleasure  in 
being  able  to  inform  you  that  the  school  continues  to 
increase  in  crédit,  and  consequently  in  numbers.  The 
school  was  opened  on  the  26th  of  May  1807,  with  three 
boys  only.  The  numbers  at  présent  are  two  hundred 
and  fifty  ;  and  I  am  now  under  the  painful  necessity 
of  refusing  admittance  to  twenty  or  thirty  boys  every 
week,  for  want  of  room/* 

We  next  come  to  the  St  Marylebone  Day  School  of 
Industry,  which  was  established  in  1791,  and  support- 
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ed  by  voluntary  contributions  and  the  profits  of  the 
work  done  there — the  boys  being  employed  in  plaâting 
split  willow  for  making  bonnets^  and  the  girls  in  house- 
hold  and  needle  work. 

The  attention  of  Mr  Bernard  was  drawn  to  this  in- 
stitution in  1808,  from  the  inconvenienee  of  the  build- 
ings for  the  purposes  of  a  school,  and  from  its  unhealthy 
situation  ;  and,  chiefly  through  his  exertions,  a  plan  was 
brought  forward  for  establishing  "  a  new  society  for  the 
gênerai  éducation  of  the  poor  in  the  parish  of  Maryle- 
bone,"  under  which  appropriate  promises  should  be 
procured  in  a  more  convenient  situation  than  the  pré- 
sent school,  and  who  should  provide  adéquate  funds 
for  the  purpose. 

The  first  intimation  which  we  find  on  this  subject, 
is  contained  in  the  following  extract  of  a  letter  from 
Mr  Watts  to  Dr  Bell  :— 

'*  Portland  Place,  Febniary  26,  1808. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  met  Mr  Bernard  to-day»  who  înformed  me  that 
there  would  be  a  conférence  at  the  Bishop  of  Durham's 
on  the  great  and  good  work  of  opening  a  large  school 
in  this  quarter.  On  this  subject  (I  do  not  mean  the 
school,  but  the  conférence)  Iwill  confide  a  private  opifi" 
ion  toyou.  I  understood  that  there  was  a  want  of  a  pro- 
per  réceptacle  for  the  children,  and  that  this  difficulty 
retarded  the  commencement  of  the  business.  My  dear 
sir,  where  is  there  a  suitable  building  to  be  found  in 
the  right  spot?  Suppose  a  roomy  édifice  could  be 
found,  it  would  necessarily  cost  some  expense  to  ren- 
der  it  complète.  Why  not  lay  this  sum  into  a  fîind 
toward  a  proper  new  érection  ?" 
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The  meeting  hère  alluded  to,  took  place  at  the  Bishop 
of  Durham's  on  the  3d  of  March,  when  it  was  deterinined 
that  the  Bishop  of  Durham,  Lord  Robert  Seymour, 
Lord  Radstock^  Mr  Bernard^  and  the  Rev.  Mr  White^ 
should  be  a  sélect  committee,  and  that  the  address  and 
plan  which  had  been  determined  upon  should  be  circu- 
lated  by  them.  The  address  was  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Marylebone  ;  and,  after  some  preliminary  remarks^ 
was  as  foUows  —  '^  A  new  mode  bas  been  recently 
adopted,  whereby  the  benefits  of  éducation  may  be 
universally  extended  at  a  very  small  expense^  and  with 
very  Kttle  difficulty.  The  Rev.  Dr  B^,  with  whom 
this  mode  originated^  and  who  has  given  it  a  fuU  and 
satisfactory  trial  at  the  Maie  Asylum  at  Madras^  is  at 
présent  résident  in  the  parish^  and  has  made  an  unqua- 
lified  ofTer  of  his  gratuitoas  assistance  in  introducing 
his  mode  of  instruction  into  Marylebone  on  a  scale 
commensurate  w;^th  the  population  of  the  parish.  The 
System  having  been  adopted  with  success  in  several  in- 
stances in  this  country^  it  is  now  proposed  to  be  esta- 
blished  in  this  part  of  the  metropolis  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  affœrd  a  model^  and  the  means  of  assistance,  for 
the  formation  of  other  similar  institutions  in  the  king- 

dom." 

In  the  raies  which  were  circulated  with  this  address, 
it  was  stated  '^  That  the  school  should  be  conducted 
upon  the  principle  of  the  Maie  Asylum  at  Madras,  as 
detailed  in  the  ^  Analysis  of  an  Experiment  in  Ëduca^- 
tion  made  by  the  Rev.  Dr  Bell  ;'  that  a  separate  olass, 
called  the  teacher's  class,  should  be  formed  of  those 
boys  who  hâve  behaved  best  and  made  most  progress 

should  be  instructed  as  schoolmasters  ;*'  and 

that  "  a  similar  class"  was  **  to  be  formed  of  gh-ls,  to  be 
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instructed  as  schoolmistresses;"  and  ^^  that  the  Arch- 
bîshop  of  Canterbury  should  be  patron,  and  the  Bishop 
of  London  président  of  the  institution,"  Whether  the 
Archbishop  became  patron  or  not,  does  not  appear. 
The  Bishop  of  London  declined  the  office  of  président 
from  ill  health,  as  well  as  from  the  parish  of  Mary- 
lebone  not  being  imder  his  jurisdiction. 

Meantime,  the  new  society  being  désirons  of  uniting 
this  institution  with  the  Marylebone  school  of  îndustry 
in  Fardice  Street,  entered  into  communication  with  the 
trustées  of  this  school.  They  were,  however,  then  un- 
willing  to  enter  into  any  scheme  which  might  possibly 
involve  them  in  pecuniary  difficulties,  and,  in  consé- 
quence, declined  forming  any  union  with  them  ;  but 
shortly  afterwards  expressed  their  willingness  cordially 
to  co-operate  in  their  endeavours." 

The  next  steps  taken  by  the  committee,  préviens  to 
their  cstablishing  a  new  school,  werç  at  a  meeting  in 
April,  when  the  following  resolution  was  passed  : — 

*'  The  Rev.  Dr  Bell  having  expressed  his  readiness 
to  introduce  his  mode  of  éducation  into  the  charîty 
school  and  the  school  of  industry^  in  case  it  should  be 
desired, 

"  Resolved,  That  Lord  Radstock  be  requested  to 
inform  the  governors  of  thèse  schools,  that  if  they  are 
désirons  of  taking  the  benefit  of  Dr  Bell's  assistance, 
this  institution  will  give  any  assistance  in  their  power.** 

It  does  not  appear  what  answer  was  retumed  to  the 
oflfer  made  concerning  the  charity-school  ;  but  Dr  Bell 
occasionally  attended  it  for  the  purpose  of  introducîng 
the  System;  and  it  was,  perhaps,  for  the  most  part 
adopted,  though  not  exactly  recognised,  the  master 
having  been  much  opposed  to  it.     In  the  scbool  of 
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îndustry,  however,  it  was  attended  with  bctter  succcss, 
Dr  Belles  oflfer  having  been  promptly  accepted,  and 
cvery  facility  given  to  its  adoption. 

The  Society  now  determined  on  erectîng  some  new 
buildings  for  scholastic  purposes  ;  and  a  meeting  was 
held  (May  1808)  to  take  this  into  considération^  when 
a  site  was  chosen^  and  tbe  cost  of  the  buildings  estimated 
at  £5000.  A  proposai  was  also  again  made  to  fprm  a 
union  with  the  school  of  industry,  which  was  still  de- 
dined  by  that  institution.  They  had  adopted  the  Sys- 
tem on  the  recommendationof  the  society,  because  they 
had  sufficient  évidence  before  their  eyes  that  it  would  be 
bénéficiai  to  the  institution  ;  but^  on  the  subject  of  the 
union^  they  considered  that  it  was  their  duty  to  be  more 
cautions^  and  not  to  entertain  the  proposition  until  tbe 
Society  should  show  greater  signs  of  stability  and  se6\i- 
rity  than  it  had  yet  done. 

It  was  not^  indeed^  till  a  considérable  time  afterwards 
that  this  union  was  effected.  Meanwhile  the  school  of 
industry  was  proceeding  successfuUy  in  its  opérations  ; 
and  on  a  change  of  masters  taking  place^  Dr  Bell  ob- 
tained  the  situation  for  a  protégé  and  parishioner  of 
his^  of  whom  we  must  hère  give  some  account^  as  he 
was  at  this  time^  and  afterwards^  of  much  assistance  in 
the  diffusion  of  the  System. 

His  name  was  Henry  Manwell,  son  of  George  Maii- 
well,  quarryman,  the  youngest  of  the  three  brothers 
ahready  mentioned^  and  was  educated  at  Gover's  school 
at  Swanage,  after  which  he  learned  stone-cutting  under 
his  father^  to  whom  he  was  apprenticed.  In  1804  he 
went  to  Portsmouth,  having  obtained  employment  there 
in  some  of  the  government  works  ;  and  in  the  foUow- 
ing  ycar  was,  with  a  few  others,  sent  to  Calshot  Castlo, 
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to  exécute  some  repairs  there  ;  afiter  which  iie  returued 
to  Portsmouth^  where  he  remained  a  short  tîme^  and 
after  again  going  to  exécute  some  fiirther  repairs  at 
Calshot  Castle^  he  revisîted  Swanage  about  the  end  of 
1806.  After  remaining  there  about  a  year^  he  obtained 
employuient  as  a  stone-cutter  at  the  Royal  Naval  Asy- 
lum  at  Greenwich^  which  was  then  being  built,  and  not 
long  after  was  more  advantageously  employed  at  the 
arsenal  at  Woolwich. 

While  working  at  Galshot  Castle  he  had  written  a 
long  and  interesting  letter  to  his  sister  at  Swanage^ 
which  was  shown  to  Dr  Bell^  who  expressed  himself 
greatly  pleased  with  it,  and  observed — "  It  is  a  pity 
this  young  man  should  hâve  to  work  with  his  hands. 
He  ought  to  hâve  a  better  situation^  and  I  shall  do 
what  I  can  to  procure  him  one." 

It  does  not  appear,  however,  that  any  further  notice 
was  taken  of  Manwell  at  this  time  ;  but  after  he  went 
to  Woolwich  his  parents  desired  him,  as  a  mark  of 
respect,  to  call  on  Dr  Bell,  who'  was  then  at  Chelsea 
organizing  the  Royal  Military  Asylum.  This  was 
early  in  the  spring  of  1808,  and  shortly  afterwards  Dr 
Bell  wrote  to  the  Rev.  Henry  Taylor,  (who  had  most 
handsomely  undertaken  to  discharge  the  duties  of  his 
parish  for  him,  during  his  absence  for  several  months  on 
his  présent  scholastic  expéditions,)  making  enquiries  re- 
specting  Manwell^  in  conséquence  of  which  his  father 
desired  him  to  call  again  on  Dr  Bell,  who  was  désirons 
of  knowing  his  address. 

Just  at  this  time  Dr  Bell  received  the  following  note 
from  Mr  Marriot  : — 
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"  Inner  Temple,  May  27,  1808. 

"  My  ever  dear  Friend, 

^'  I  must  not  lose  a  moment  in  telling  you  that 
Dr  Andrewes,  who  has  just  left  me,  wants  a  Lewis 
JVarren  (or,  if  it  could  be,  one  looking  more  like  a 
mwster)  for  the  school  at  St  James's.  He  will  hâve  the 
appointment  of  under-master  immediately;  and,  on  the 
death  or  removal  of  an  old  man,  of  head  and  only 
mas  ter,  with  two  rooms  in  the  school-house.  His  pré- 
sent salary  t  am  authorized  to  call  <£oO  per  annum. 
Dr  A.  intends  to  call  on  you,  and,  if  you  go  near  the 
rcctory,  I  liope  you  will  call  on  him.  We  are  more 
and  more  delighted  with  the  Madras  school.  Heaven 
prosper  you  ! 

"  G.  W.  M." 

Dr  Bell  having  had  an  interview  with  Dr  Andrewes, 
the  inadequacy  of  the  salary  was  mentioned,  and  it  was 
afierwards  arranged  that  it  should  be  increased  to  £80. 
Meantime  Manwell  had  called  on  Dr  Bell,  and  it 
happened  that  at  this  very  timo  both  Dr  Andrewes 
and  Lord  Radstock  were  with  him  ;  and  he  accord- 
ingly  introduced  Manwell  as  the  candidate  he  proposed 
for  the  situation,  and  the  resuit  being  satisfactory,  it 
was  immediately  arranged  that  he  should  leave  his 
employment  at  Woolwich,  and  enter  upon  a  course  of 
training  for  his  new  situation.  He  first  went  to  the 
school  of  industry,  St  Marylebone,  of  which  he  after- 
wards  became  master,  for  about  a  week,  and  from 
thence  Dr  Bell  sent  him  to  the  Royal  Military  Asylum, 
after  which  he  went  to  the  Naval  Asylum  at  Greenwich, 
where  Dr  Bell  also  attended  at  the  same  time,  with  a 
view  to  introduce  the  System  there.  This  attempt,  how- 
ever,  was  not  successful,  nor  were  any  ftirther  efforts 
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made^  at  this  time^  to  overcome  the  difficulties  which 
prescnted  themselves  to  its  introduction  into  this  insti- 
tution. From  thence  Manwell  went  to  Lamboth  School, 
to  receive  further  training^  and  was  soon  afterwards 
invested  with  the  mastership  of  the  Oflfertory  School, 
St  James's.  He  was  for  some  time  after  this  in  the 
habit  of  visiting  most  of  the  principal  schools  in  Lond<m 
which  had  adopted  the  System^  both  for  the  purpose  of 
increasing  his  own  knowledge  of  it,  and  also  of  intro- 
ducing  masters  who  were  sent  to  him  for  instruction. 
He  soon  became^  indeed^  one  of  Dr  Belles  chief  agents  in 
organizing  schools  and  procuring  masters^  and  had 
much  correspondence  on  thèse  subjects  with  many  dis- 
tinguished  and  influential  persons. 

The  following  letter  from  Dr  Bell  to  Manwell  will 
show  how  much  pains  he  took  to  rendcr  hîm,  in  every 
respect,  master  of  the  subject,  as  well  as  exhibit  some 
traits  of  charactcr  in  the  writer  : — 

''  Swanagc,  October  19,  1808. 

"  Dear  Henry, 

^^  I  hâve  designs  in  contemplation,  failing  the  mea- 
sures  whîch  I  hâve  first  proposcd,  in  which  you  may 
be  of  use,  in  giving  a  wido  and  immédiate  spread  to 
religions  instruction  through  the  Madras  System.  I 
hope  you  consider  this  your  own  cause,  and  the  cause 
of  every  well-wisher  of  the  human  race,  as  well  as  mine. 
You  must  be  a  perfect  master  of  the  System  in  ail  its 
phases.  It  is  essential  that  you  know  intimately  and 
perfectly,  ail  that  is  doue,  and  may  be  done  in  regard  to 
it,  and  with  it,  wherever  it  is  in  action.  At  White- 
chapel,  in  particular,  I  beg  that  you  will  see,  examine, 
and  study  every  thing.  Every  man  should  be  thorouglily 
master  of  his  own  profession.     Lose  no  time  in  doing 
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so.  Go,  if  possible,  next  Saturday,  at  my  risk,  Icaving 
a  boy,  or  no  boy,  in  charge  of  your  own  school.  A 
holiday  to  them  is  better  than  that  you  should  lose  a 
week  more  in  sceing  the  boys'  school  at  Whitechapcl, 
ils  register,  black-book,  and  jury.  Go,  then,  and  bo 
there  at  eight  o'clock,  or  soon  after  it,  in  the  morning, 
Leave  it  not  till  ail  be  over  for  that  day.  Examine 
with  your  own  eyes  into  every  thing.  Attend  to  Mr 
Davis,  hear  ail  he  says,  and  ail  he  has  to  say.  Culti- 
vate  him.  Be  not  only  zealous,  but  show  your  zeal. 
Whether  it  be  well  donc  or  ill  donc,  or  wherever  it  be 
done,  do  you  know  it. 

"  I  enclose  a  letter  for  Mr  Davis  ;  deliver  it  yourself 
if  you  go  on  Saturday  :  if  not,  put  it  into  the  penny 
post.  Gall  on  him  at  81,  Lambert  Street,  in  the  morn- 
ing,  and  receive  his  instructions  for  the  day.  See  the 
new  books,  and  small  cards  ;  and  get  some  for  your 
school.  The  next  thing  you  hâve  to  do  is,  to  write 
something  daily  about  the  System,  leaving  the  alternate 
pages  blank  for  corrections  and  additions.  Write  a 
manual  of  instructions  or  directions  from  mine  and  your 
own  ;  as  much  of  your  own  as  possible.  Make  free 
with  mine  :  copy  them  by  little  and  little,  altering  every 
part  which  you  can  improve  or  make  plainer,  or  think 
you  can  do  so.  Write  every  thing  that  occurs  to  you 
on  this  subject.  Write  on  it  as  you  do  about  other  affairs 
to  your  family  and  friends.  Such  may  bo  of  perma- 
nent utility.  .  .  Go  on  and  prosper.  Nevcr  al  ter 
your  conduct,  and  you  shall  do  well.     .     .     . 

"  I  am  hurt  to  hear  that  F.  did  not  go  to  Mr  Davis 
at  Whitechapel.  It  is  no  good  omen  !  and  a  bad  return 
to  me. 

"  I  am,  dear  Henry,  your  sincère  friend, 

"  A.  Bell. 
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''  I  was  juât  tkinking  with  myself,  whether  there  was 
any  chance  of  its  happening  to  you,  what  has  happened 
to  many  a  one^  that  you  should  he  spoilt  by  the  praise 
bestowed  on  yoii,  when  I  see  by  your  letter  that  you 
are  on  yoiir  guard  against  this  danger  ;  and  no  small 
danger  it  is^  and  the  one  against  which  you  do  well  to 
fortify  yourself. 

"  You  must  reduce  your  school  to  quietness,  except 
as  far  as  you  are  prevented  by  saying  lessons.  This 
luust  go  on  aloud^  but  there  should  be  no  other  noise. 
I  told  your  father  to-night^  that  I  meant  you  for  my 
secretary  hereafter."     .     .     . 

The  first  school  in  which  Manwell  was  called  upon 
to  render  his  assistance^  was  in  the  parish  of  Ghathanu 
In  October  of  this  year  (1808)  the  Bishop  of  Roches- 
ter  applied  by  letter  to  Dr  Bell,  requestîng  him  to 
sclcct  a  master  for  a  school  which  had  been  opened  by 
Dr  Law,  the  archdeacon  of  the  diocèse.  It  does  not 
appear  what  answer  was  retumed  to  this  letter  ;  but 
soon  afterwards  Dr  Law  himself  wrote^  making  the 
same  request  to  Dr  Bell^  who  immediately  requested 
Manwell  to  make  enquiry  concerning  a  friend  of  his^ 
whose  name  was  Noyce,  with  whom  he  had  become 
acquainted  when  working  at  Calshot  Castle.  Manwell 
accordingly  wrote  to  Noyce,  (then  keeping  a  small 
school  at  the  village  of  Fawley,)  who,  after  some  hésita- 
tion, and  several  letters  between  him  and  Dr  Bell,  ac- 
cepted  the  situation,  Manwell  accompanying  him  to 
Chatham  to  assist  in  organizing  the  schooL 

Manwell  continued  to  give  the  greatest  satisfaction 
in  his  school,  and  it  was  not  long  ère  he  obtained  a  bot- 
ter situation.  It  happened  about  Midsummer  1809, 
that  the  master  of  tho  charity  school,  Marylebone,  was 
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appoîikted  coUector  of  the  parish-rates^  and  as  tliis 
obliged  him  to  rcsign  his  8chool,  Mr  Cox^  the  master  of 
tlie  school  of  îndustry  in  the  same  parish^  was  appoint- 
ed  his  successor.  Mr  Cox  havîng  prevîously  heard 
that  this  change  was  likely  to  take  place^  informed 
Manwell  of  it,  and  strongly  urged  him  to  come  forward 
and  offer  himself  as  a  candidate  for  the  vacancy  it  would 
occasion*  He  accordingly  addressed  a  circular  to  the 
trustées^  and  took  such  other  means  as  he  thought  likely 
to  effect  his  object;  and  having  obtained  high  testi- 
monials  of  his  fitness  for  the  situation  from  Dr  Bell  and 
Dr  Andrewes,  (the  rector  of  the  parish  in  which  his 
former  school  was  situated^)  he  obtained  the  appoint- 
ment«  The  contest  lay  between  himself  and  a  yoiing 
inan  of  the  name  of  Mortimer^  who^  having  previously 
been  engaged  as  an  assistant  at  the  school  of  industry^ 
was  well  known  to  many  of  the  trustées^  and  in  this  re- 
spect had  the  advantage  of  Manwell^  who  had  been 
situated  in  another  parish^  and  was  a  comparative 
stranger.  The  numbers  for  each  candidate  were  equal^ 
and  the  chairman  (who  had  two  votes)  gave  the  cast- 
ing  one  in  Manwell's  faveur. 

On  his  élection^  Dr  Bell  thus  congratulâtes  hnn  : — 

'<  Auckland  Casde,  September  11, 1809. 

"  Dear  Henry, 

^'  I  give  you  sincère  joy  at  your  extraordinary  suc- 
cess.  To  another  person  I  would  recommend  that  they 
studied  to  deserve  it.  Of  you  I  entertain  no  doubt. 
Still  you  hâve  much  to  do  ;  and  I  trust  you  will  do 
much,  and  look  up  to  deserve  more  and  more.  Your 
new  task  will  require  redoubled  exertion.  By  begin- 
ning  your  own  duties  and  studies,  or  exercises,  early  in 
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the  morning,  it  will  give  you  leisure  tlie  whole  day,  and 
forward  your  measures  better,  and  more  than  you  can 
overtake  by  the  hurry  and  bustle  of  the  whole  day." 

ManwelPs  opponent,  Mr  Mortimer,  vas  appointcd 
to  succeed  hîm  in  the  Offertory  School,  St  Jame&'s,  an 
arrangement  highly  satîsfactory  to  ail  parties* 

We  must  now  briefly  notice  some  applications  which 
had  been  made  a  little  before  this  time  to  Dr  Bell 
for  assistance  in  remodelling  schools  in  différent  parts 
of  the  country.  First  of  thèse  is  one  from  Sir  George 
Beaumont  of  Dunmow,  who  wrote,  in  July  1808,  to 
Dr  Bell,  requesting  him  to  send  him  a  master  for  a 
new  school  that  had  jiist  been  established.  Accord- 
ingly,  after  some  delay,  a  young  man  of  the  name 
of  Frost,  assistant  at  the  Maiylebone  Charity  School, 
was  fixed  upon.  The  next  application  was  from  Dr 
Fisher  of  the  Charter- House,  who  wrote  thus  to  Dr 
Bell:— 

'^  Charter-House,  May  20,  1809. 

^Sir, 

^^  Having  a  désire  that  the  children  in  a  countey 
parish,  of  which  I  am  the  rcctor,  should  be  instructed 
according  to  your  improved  System  of  éducation,  I  take 
the  Uberty  of  addressing  myself  to  you,  to  know  whe- 
ther  you  are  in  the  practice  of  recommending  young 
persons,  who  will  imdertake  to  go  down  into  the 
country  for  the  purpose  of  settling  and  organizing  a 
school.  If  this  should  be  compatible  with  your  plan,  I 
shall  think  myself  obliged  to  you  if  you  would  inform 
me  how  long  a  time  a  young  person  of  this  description 
ought  to  remain  in  a  parish, so  as  to  fumish  the  neces- 
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sary  instruction  to  those  who  are  afterwards  to  conduct 
the  school^  and  what  would  be  the  expense  attending 
the  adoption  of  such  a  mocasure.  The  parisli  I  hâve  in 
view  is  Elton^  in  the  oounty  of  Huntingdon^  whero  I 
am  occasionally  résident  during  a  part  of  the  summer  ; 
and  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  address  your  answer  to 
me  at  the  Charter-House^  of  which  institution  I  am  the 
master. — I  ara,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

"  Philip  Fisheb." 

Shortly  afterwards,  Dr  Bell,  on  coming  toLondon,  had 
an  interview  with  Dr  Fisher,  and  the  resuit  was,  that  he 
visited  the  Offertory  School,  and  that  the  usher  there, 
a  boy  of  fifteen  years  of  âge,  named  Sheers,  was  sent  to 
Elton  to  organize  the  school  there,  which  he  succeeded 
in  doing  to  Dr  Fisher's  satis&ction. 

Another  application  was  soon  afterwards  made  for 
Sheers'  assistance  by  the  Rev.  F.  Merewether,  rector 
of  Havershill,  Suffolk,  who  was  désirons  of  introdu- 
cing  the  System  into  his  parish.  This  request  came 
unfortunately  just  as  the  change  of  masters  was  being 
made;  and  as  Dr  Andrewes  thought  that  Sheers 
could  not  be  spared  at  that  time,  an  arrangement  was 
made  that  the  young  man  Frost,  who  had  been  sent 
down  to  Dunmow,  should  go  from  thence  to  organize 
this  school,  which  was  successfully  accomplished. 

While  the  Madras  System  was  thus  progressing  in 
and  near  London,  it  was  also  being  adopted  in  va- 
rions more  distant  parts  of  the  country,  as  well  as 
in  Ireland  and  the  West  Indies  ;  and,  First,  we  must 
notice  the  introduction  of  the  System  into  some  schools 
at  Winchester,  through  the  exertions  of  the  Révérend 
F.  Iremonger,  chaplain  to  the  Dowager-Countess  of 
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Essex^  and  minor  canon  of  Winchester.  He  was  a 
friend  of  Mr  Marriot's  ;  and,  in  August  1807,  had 
been  mentioned  by  him  to  Dr  B^  as  a  person  who 
took  much  interest  in  éducation*  Soon  afterwards,  Mr 
Iremonger,  being  in  tawa,  called  at  the  Whitechapel 
Scbool;  and  the  resuit  was  that  Lewis  Warren  wzs 
sent  to  Winchester,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  the 
schools  there.  After  Warren  had  been  thus  employed 
for  a  month,  he  retumed  to  town,  carrying  a  note  from 
Mr  Iremonger  to  Mr  Davis,  in  which  he  says  : — 

'«  Wineh«eter,  Oetober  19,  1807. 

"  As  Lewis  Warren  is  to  return  to  town  to-morrow 
moming,  I  take  the  liberty  of  writing  a  few  lines  by 
him.  He  bas  now  been  with  me  one  month,  and  bas 
conducted  himself,  during  that  time,  in  a  manner  credit- 
able  to  himself,  and  satisfactory  to  me.  The  boys'  Sun- 
day  school  bas  made  so  good  a  progress  on  Dr  BeH's 
plan  as  to  give  me  the  greatest  pleasure,  and  to  enable 
me  to  show  it  to  many  people  as  a  fair  spécimen  of  the 
excellence  of  the  System.  A  more  rapid  improvement 
bas  been  made  than  I  could  possiUy  bave  expected. 
The  girls  bave  not  done  quite  so  well  ;  but  they  hâve 
improvedt  and  I  bave  no  doubt  whatever  of  lUtimate 
success  in  both  schools.  I  am  fîilly  convinced  of  the 
many  advantages  resulting  from  Dr  Bell's  System  of 
éducation  for  the  poor,  and  I  am  doing  ail  in  my  power 
to  promote  it  in  Winchester  and  the  neighbour- 
hood."     .... 

Dr  Bell,  at  Mr  Davis's  request,  answered  this  letter  ; 
and  Mr  Iremonger,  in  bis  reply,  says  : — 
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'*  Wincbester,  November  14^  ISOT. 
"  Sir, 

"  Be  assured  my  endeavours  shall  not  be  wanting 

to  give  publicity  to  the  excellence  of  your  plan,  whîch  I 
hâve  recommended  to  several  in  this  town  concerned  in 
the  éducation  of  children  ;  and  I  bave  lent  them  your 
Analysis  and  sermon.     I  bave  likewise,  on  Tbursday 
next,  to  preacb  before  a  society  formed  for  tbe  purpose 
of  apprenticing  poor  cbildren.     At  présent  tbey  are 
taken  indiscriminately  ;  but  I  mean  to  propose  that, 
in  future,  tbey  sbould  establish  a  scbool  upon  your 
plan,  and  apprentice  tbose  of  wbom  tbey  bear  tbe  best 
acoount   from   tbeir  superintendent.      It  will,  at  ail 
eyents,  be  making  your  System  known  ;  and,  it  appears 
to  me,  that  the  adrantages  of  tbis  simple  altération 
would  be  very  great,  particularly  wben  compared  witb 
tbe  trifling  additional  expense.     A  brotber  of  mine, 
wbo  lires  in  tbis  neigbbourbood,  bas  been  in  town  tbis 
week,  and  intended  to  apply  for  Warren  to  superintend 
a  Sunday  scbool  of  bis  ;  and  I  bave  tbe  pleasure  to  in- 
form  you  tbat  tbe  master  of  a  day-scbool  in  my  parisb, 
wbom  Warren  and  I  in  vain  tried  to  persuade  tbat  tbe 
old  System  of  teacbing  was  not  tbe  best  in  tbe  world, 
is  now  convinced,  and  instructs  bis  boys  on  your  plan 
of  reading  at  least,  tbougb  be  bas  not  adopted  tbe  en- 
tire  System."     .... 

In  answer  to  a  letter  from  Dr  Bell,  Mr  Marriot 
about  tbis  time  says,  in  référence  to  tbis  correspond- 
ence — "  I  am  deligbted  tbat  Iremonger  wrîtes  to  you. 
His  letters,  bis  conversation,  bis  manners,  bis  conduct 
as  a  man  and  as  a  clergyman,  are  most  pleasing,  con- 
sistent, and  exemplary.  He  sball  not  come  to  town, 
wben  you  are  bere,  witbout  knowing  you  better." 
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Mr  Iremonger  not  long  afterwards  went  to  Swan- 
age,*  chiefly  for  the  piirposc  of  becomîng  personally 
acqimînted  with  Dr  Bell,  who  tlius  speaks  of  his  vîsit 
in  a  letter  to  Mr  Marriot  : — 

*'  Swanage,  December  2,  1807. 


'^  Strange  to  tell,  while  you  were  delighting  youreelf 
that  your  friond  Iremonger  was  my  correspondent,  and 
with  the  hope  of  making  me  known  to  him  personally, 
I  had  the  heartfelt  satisfaction  of  his  society  under  this 
roof,  or  I  was  attending  him  on  the  Nine-Barrow 
Downs — the  noblest  ride,  with  the  most  unique,  pic- 
turesque,  beautiful,  and  interesting  scenery  which  this 
country  can  boast — Brownsea  Castle,  femous  in  the 
annals  of  fashion — Oorfe  Castle,  renowned  in  history, 
which  Lady  Bunker  held  out  against  Cromwell,  the 
last  fort  in  the  kingdom,  and  notorious  for  the  bloody 
deed  of  Elfridsi,  who,  in  penance  for  her  sins,  founded 
the  monastery  where  is  now  the  estate  of  his  family — 
the  Basin  of  Poole,  which  has  no  parallel  in  this  island 
— the  Isle  of  Wight,  the  EngUsh  Channel,  &c.  &c. — 
or  I  was  showing  him  the  fossils,  or  the  quarries  where 
they  are  found.  He  was  with  me  only  two  nights  and 
one  day,  and  I  may  venture  to  say  we  parted  with  re- 
gret. He  was  on  his  way  to  his  Dorset  living.  He 
came  to  the  inn  hère  ;  sent  for  Warren's  i^ther — being 
in  quest  of  fossils  for  his  brother.  I  heard  of  him  al- 
most  on  his  arrivai,  and  picked  him  up  in  the  streets 
aâ  I  was  going  after  him,  and  he  was  going  to  look  at 

*  Among  some  memoranda  written  bj  Dr  Bell,  not  long  before  his 
death,  he  says — **  It  deserves  to  be  recorded,  that  Mr  Iremonger  was  one 
of  the  earliest  visitors  to  the  author  at  Swanage,  for  the  sake  of  informa- 
tion on  the  new  System  of  éducation." 
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Warren's  evenîng  school^  where  he  found  some  of  our 
Sunday  scholars,  who  did  not  forfeit  the  character  they 
had  gotten  at  the  annual  examination. 

"  Mr  Iremonger  is  deeply  and  incurably  bitten^  and 
he  is  biting  ail  around  him.  He  preached  for  us,  and 
is  desired  to  publish,  and  the  publication  will  soon  be 
at  Hatchard's  and  at  Swanage. 

*^  When  his  Sunday  school  had  made  a  progress  which 
rendered  Lewis  Warren's  stay  unnecessary^  the  boys 
came  to  hhn  and  said^  ^  They  wished  that  a  day  school 
might  be  established  on  the  Madras  System^  for  they 
had  leamt  under  it  more  in  a  month  than  they  had 
done  in  six  months  before.'  Though  he  attended  the 
schools  diligently,  yet  he  knew  nothing  of  his  scholars^ 
their  dispositions^  character^  or  attainments^  till  he  fol^ 
lowed  your  prescription.  Warren's  brother — a  firm 
and  steady  boy — ^will  perhaps  go  to  the  neighbourhood 
of  Andover,  to  Mr  R.  Iremonger's  Sunday  schooL" 

The  sermon  hère  alluded  to  was  preached  at  the 
cathedral  at  Winchester  on  the  19th  of  November, 
being  the  '^  annîversary  meeting  of  the  Charitable  So- 
ciety of  Aliens^  established  for  the  benevolent  purpose 
of  apprenticing  poor  children  :**  and  the  profits  of  the 
publication^  if  any^  were  to  be  added  to  the  funds  of 
the  Society.  It  contained  high  praise  of  the  Madras 
System^  and  was  considered  by  the  friends  of  the  cause 
as  well  calculated  to  aid  in  its  difiusion.  Mr  Marriot 
saidy  '^  he  was  engaged  in  circulating  it  to  the  utmost 
of  his  power  ;  ''  and  Lord  Radstock  says,  in  a  letter  to 
Mr  Marriot — "  Whalley  must  hâve  told  you  how  highly 
gratified  I  felt  on  reading  Mr  I/s  sermon.  I  trust 
that  it  will  do  infinité  good  to  the  cause^  as  I  hope  his 
example  will  be  followed  by  many.** 

VOL.  II.  P 
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Mr  Iremonger  haring  suoceeded  in  introduoing  the 
System  into  the  free  school  at  Winchester,  wrote  to  Dr 
Bell  in  high  spirits  at  his  success.  ^^  Mj  school  at 
Winchester,"  he  says,  *'  continues  to  go  on  very  well, 
and  I  hâve  miich  pleasure  in  informing  you  that  I  hâve 
succeeded  in  an  object  I  hâve  had  in  view  some  time, 
viz.  to  put  a  free  school  in  this  town  upon  the  same 
plan,  where  there  are  about  seventy  boys,  I  hâve  ob- 
tained  the  sanction  of  the  superintendents,  and  the 
school  is  now  established  on  the  principle  of  the  Madras 
System.  I  need  hardly  add  this  testimony  to  innume- 
rable  others,  of  a  visible  and  material  improvement 
having,  in  conséquence^  taken  place.  The  schoolmaster 
was  at  once  convinced  of  the  excellence  of  the  plan  ; 
and  he  keeps  particularly  in  view,  that  fundamental 
object  of  carrying  on  the  business  of  the  school  through 
the  agency  of  the  boys  themselves.** 

While  Mr  Iremonger  was  thus  engaged  at  Winches- 
ter, an  extensive  scène  was  preparing  for  the  réception 
qt  the  Madras  System  in  Shropshire  ;  and  the  first  in- 
timation of  thîs  18  given  by  Mr  Marriot  to  Dr  Bell  in 
the  foUowing  letter  : — 

<'  Cotesbatch,  Lutterworth,  Atigust  19,  1807. 

"  My  very  dear  Friend, 

"  I  am  both  surprised  and  ashamed  when  I  reflect 
how  long  I  hâve  delayed  to  let  you  hear  from  me,  and 
that  when  I  liave  important  and  satisËu^tory  news  to 
communicate. 

'^  I  shall  net  long  persist  in  declining  the  high  litle 
of  your  ^ feUoW'lahourer^  if  the  opportunities  of  serving 
the  cause  increase  to  my  hands  as  they  hâve  lately 
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done.  The  rery  day  I  reached  thîs  aweet  retirement, 
where  I  expected  any  pleasure  but  that  of  active  use- 
fulness^  I  met  the  best  of  ail  the  adepts  I  hâve  hitherto 
engaged  in  our  mischievous  designs.  The  gentleman 
alluded  to  was  my  school  and  collège  fellow^  and  bis 
clérical  lot  bas  fallen  into  a  chapelry,  founded  by  Messrs 
Gifibome  and  Hawkins  Browne^  in  the  midst  of  exten- 
sive  cdlieries  and  iron  founderies^  of  Shropshire.  He 
wafi  ail  qui  vive  to  meet  with  Bome  one  to  give  him  in^ 
formation  with  regard  to  Dr  Bell  ;  and  I  assure  you  I 
did  not  dismiss  him  without  any  which  it  was  in  my 
power  to  give.  Your  extract  (of  a  sermon)  pleased 
him  in  a  very  high  degree^  as  it  bas  uniformly  done  ail 
its  other  readers  in  this  neighbourbood.  He  is  fîilly 
determined^  with  God's  blessing,  to  adopt  the  Madras 
System  in  a  school  of  more  than  a  thousand  children  ; 
and  he  trusts  the  plan  will  be  pursued^  if  bis  trial  is 
successfiil^  throughout  the  very  populous  district  in  the 
centre  of  which  he  is  placed.  The  Rev.  C.  Cameron^ 
of  Sned's  Hill^  near  Shiffiial,  Salop^  haa  my  authority  for 
addressing  you  whenever  he  pleases^  and  my  assurance 
that  you  will  aid  and  abet  his  exertions  with  every  in* 
struction  he  may  require.  Believe  me,  my  dear  Sir^ 
your  most  £Biitbful  and  affectionate  friend, 

"  G.  W.  Mabbiot/' 

In  about  a  month  aller  this  Mr  Caineron  wrote  thus 
to  Dr  Bell  :— 

">  Sned's  Hill,  near  Shiffnals  Salop,  Bept  26, 1807. 

"  Révérend  Sir, 

^'  Ever  since  we  heard  that  you  were  engaged  in 
establishing  the  Madras  System  of  éducation  in  Xiondon^ 
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we  felt  a  wish  to  hâve  it  established  hère.  Having 
lately  met  with  my  old  schoolfellow,  George  Marriot, 
and  being  encouraged  by  him  to  wrîte  to  you  on  the 
subject;  I  do  it  wlthout  préface  or  apology.  The  col- 
lieries^  in  the  midst  of  which  my  chapel  is  situated^  are 
very  extensive^  and  the  population  immense,  and  our 
means  of  instruction  at  présent  inadéquate  to  the  wants 
of  the  district.  We  wish,  therefore,  to  hâve  them 
increased,  or  rather,  to  hâve  the  means  we  possess  so  ap- 
plied  as  to  render  us  more  efficacious  and  extensive  ser- 
vice ;  and,  for  this  purpose,  we  should  heartily  thank 
you  for  any  assistanceyou  canafford  us  inestablishing  the 
Madras  System  of  éducation  in  this  place.  The  children 
hère  find  work  at  so  early  an  âge  that  the  schools  in 
this  place  hâve  been  chiefly  night  schools,  which  are 
attended  by  the  children  after  the  day's  work  is  over, 
and  hâve,  I  believe,  been  productive  of  much  good. 
For  nearly  a  twelvemonth  we  hâve  had  a  Sunday 
school,  in  which  a  hundred  boys  and  as  many  girls  are 
regularly  instructed  by  masters  and  mistresses  chosen 
and  superintended  by  Mrs  Cameron  and  myself  ;  but 
there  is  upon  our  list  about  a  hundred  children  who  are 
désirons  of  being  admitted  into  the  school,  and  we  could 
easily  collect  a  much  larger  number.  If  your  System 
was  once  thoroughly  established  hère,  so  that  the 
advantages  of  it  might  be  seen,  I  hâve  little  doubt  but 
that  we  should  be  enabled  to  enlarge  our  plans  of  édu- 
cation in  this  place,  in  any  way  in  which  it  might  seem 

expédient  to  enlarge  them And  I  cannot 

help  expressing  my  confidence  that  the  System  would 
spread  from  hence  among  the  neighbouring  works, 
some  of  which  are  still  more  extensive  than  ours.  As 
to  the  manner  in  which  you  can  asslst  me  in  this  great 
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work,  you,  sir,  ate  tlie  best  judge  ;  but  if  ît  should  be 
possible  for  you  to  affbrd  us  any  personal  assistance 
yourself  (or  even  by  a  représentative,)  we  should  esteem 
it  the  greatest  faveur  and  advantage  to  us,  and  should 
be  truly  glad  to  receive  you.  I  remain,  Révérend  Sir, 
with  much  respect  and  esteem,  your  obedient  servant, 

''  C.  R-  Camkron." 

Dr  Bell's  answer  to  thîs  letter  does  not  appear;  but 
Mr  Gameron  wrote  again  to  him  soon  after,  rcquesting 
liim  "  to  send  them  such  an  auxiliary  as  be  should 
approve.  We  propose,*'  he  continues,  ^^  to  receive  the 
person  you  shall  send  into  our  own  family,  the  e3cpenses 
of  bis  journey  backwards  and  forwards  would  be  paid 
from  the  funds  of  our  school,  with  any  rémunération  for 
hîs  trouble  you  might  think  proper.  We  bave  no  per- 
manent fund  for  the  support  of  our  school  ;  but  several 
wiUing  contributions  and  additional  monles  might,  if 
wanted,  be  easily  collected,"  Immediately  on  the 
receipt  of  this  letter,  Dr  Bell,  who  was  at  Swanage, 
•wrote  to  Mr  Davis  on  the  subject  of  this  request,  and 
in  conséquence,  Lewis  Warren  was  at  once  dispatched 
to  Mr  Cameron,  and  arrived  at  Sned's  Hill  before  the 
letter  which  announced  bis  coming. 

Soon  after  this  (in  December,)  Mr  Gameron,  in 
writing  to  Mr  Marriot,  says,  speaking  of  Warren — 
^*  We  conunenced  our  opérations  as  soon  after  his  arrivai 
as  we  could,  and  I  give  almost  the  whole  of  my  time 
and  attention  to  him  and  the  school,  and  think  that  I 
am  now  nearly  quite  master  of  the  System  ;  and  bave 
great  pleasure  in  saying  that  the  children  hère,  especially 
the  boys,  bave  drank  into  the  spirit  of  it,  and  seem  to 
be  rapidly  improving  under  its  influence,  in  respect  to 
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their  learning  and  outward  behaviour.  Our  Utile  in- 
structor  seems  very  well  calculated  for  Lia  office  ;  ho 
carries  authorîty  with  him^  and  makes  boys  twice  his 
own  size  stand  in  awe  of  him,  but  out  of  school  is 
as  much  a  child  as  any  of  them." 

Afiber  finishing  his  labours  at  Mr  Gameron's  school^ 
Lewis  Warren  proceeded  to  organize  one  at  Welling- 
ton^ and  towards  the  end  of  January  following,  Mr  G« 
thus  writes  to  Dr  Bell  : — 

'*  My  cousin,  Mr  Thomas  Butt  of  Trentham,  Staf- 
fordshire,  was  hère  last  week,  and  I  took  him  to  see 
the  school  at  Wellington,  in  conséquence  of  which  he  is 
anxious  to  establish  the  System  in  Staffordshire.  He 
16  in  the  midst  of  the  potteries,  which  are  very  populous, 
and  has  both  a  Sunday  school  and  weekly  school 
under  his  own  eye,  so  that  it  is  a  soil  well  fitted  for  the 
System  to  take  root  and  flourish  in  :  but  I  did  not  feel 
myself  authorized  to  let  L.  W.  go  out  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood  without  consulting  you  first.  Lewis  begins 
to  long  to  see  home  again;  but  if  you  and  his  friends  at 
Swanage  could  spare  him  longer,  and  should  approvc 
of  his  going  to  Trentham  school,  it  would  not  make 
him  very  unhappy,  and  would  be  the  means  of  a  much 

forther  extension   of  the   System The 

Dean  of  Lichfield  informs  me,  that  he  means  to  do 
what  he  can  for  the  difiusion  of  the  System  at  Lich- 
field.'^ 

Lewis  Warren  was  accordingly  dispatched  înto 
Staffordshbe  after  he  had  fînished  his  task  at  Welling- 
ton ;  and  in  the  end  of  the  following  March,  Mr  Came- 
ron  writes  to  Dr  Bell  that  Warren  '^had  almost  finished 
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his  work  at  Trentham/'  and  that  '^  the  System  was  likely 
to  spread  into  a  very  populous  neighbourhood/'  and 
soon  aflerwards^  at  Mr  Butt's  request^  he  wrote  again  to 
enquire  where  Dr  Bell  would  wish  Warren  to  be  sent. 
The  reply  was^  that  he  wished  him  to  be  sent  as  soon 
as  possible  to  Sunderland  ;  but  by  the  time  the  answer 
reached  Mr  Butt^  Warren's  services  had  again  become  in 
request  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Trentham.  "  I  havo 
ventured,"  writes  Mr  Butt  to  Mr  Marriot^  "  to  detain 
Warren  till  I  can  reçoive  an  answer  from  the  Doctor, 
through  the  me.dium  of  your  friendly  offices^  for  the 
foUowing  reason  : — Mr  Robinson^  the  rector  of  Stoke^ 
(whom  I  believe  you  remember  at  Rugby^)  has  suc- 
ceeded  in  interesting  some  of  the  principal  persons  in 
that  place  in  Êivour  of  the  plan.  They  think  it  may  be 
tried  with  advantage  at  Lane  £nd^  a  populous  town 
where  there  is  a  large  school  and  a  good  foundation. 
•  •  •  •  As  I  think  the  prospect  is  nowbecoming  a 
£ur  one^  and  great  good  may  foUow  if  the  System  once 
gets  an  established  footing  in  the  potteries^  I  hope 
the  Doctor  willnot  be  displeased  at  my  detaining  War- 
ren till  I  can  obtain  an  answer  from  him." 

Dr  Bell's  answer  does  not  appear;  but  the  resuit  was 
that  Warren  remained  for  the  purposes  stated  by  Mr 
Butt,  who  thus  report  progress  to  Mt  Marriot  in  the 
following  July — '^  Since  I  had  the  pleasure  of  address- 
ing  you^  Warren  has  been  employed  at  the  day  school 
at  Lane-end^  and  the  Sunday  schools  of  Hanley  and 
Stoke.  In  the  two  latter  nearly  four  hundred  children 
are  instructed,  and  I  am  informed  by  the  respective 
clorgymcn,  Mr  Aitkins  and  Mr  Yeoman,  that  the  plan 
answers  extremcly  wcU.     As,  therefore,  we  hâve  now 
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four  considérable  Sunday  schools  new-modeled^  and 
under  the  immédiate  inspection  of  the  clergy,  I  trust 
we  may  consider  it  firmly  rooted  in  tliis  neighbour- 
hood/' 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 

The  System  introdaced  into  IreUnd  and  the  West  Indies. 

Wabren  havîng  remained  six  weeks  at  Lane-end,  re- 
tiimed  to  Mr  Butt^  and  soon  afterwards  proceeded  to 
London^  being  destined  by  Df  Bell  far  a  scholastic 
misBion  to  a  distant  part  of  the  world^  which  we  shall 
notice  in  its  proper  place.  It  will  now  be  necessary  to 
trace  out  the  progress  which  the  System  had  made  in 
Ireland^  where  it  had  been  introduced^  and  where  it 
might  bave  been  productive  of  most  important  advan- 
tages^  had  it  been  sufiBiciently  followed  up. 

The  first  application  to  Dr  Bell  from  Ireland  was 
made  by  Richard  Lovell  Edgeworth,  Esq.,  who  yrtotc 
to  him  in  October  1806^  saying  that  he  had  lately  been 
appointed^  under  an  Act  of  Parliament^  one  of  a  com- 
mission to  enquire  into  the  ftmds  that  existed^  and  into 
the  probable  means  which  might  be  employed,  to  extend 
the  benefits  of  éducation  among  the  people  in  Ireland; 
and  requesting  some  hints  on  the  subject  of  éducation. 
Dr  Bell  wrote,  at  grcat  length,  in  answer  to  this  appli- 
cation^ and  enclosed  both  Mr  Edgeworth*s  letter  and 
hîs  answer  to  it  to  the  Bishop  of  London,  requesting 
him  to  forward  the  answer,  if  he  approved  it,  to  Mr 
Edgeworth.  To  this  ho  receivcd  the  foUowing  reply 
from  the  bishop  : — 
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«'  Fulham,  26th  Nov.  1806. 

"  Révérend  Sir, 

^^  I  should  certainly  think  myself  culpable  in  with- 
holding  from  Mr  Edgeworth  the  many  excellent  obser- 
valions  and  judicious  mies,  for  the  éducation  of  the 
lower  classes  of  pur  youth,  contained  in  your  letter  to 
him.  I  hâve,  therefore,  forwarded  it  to  him  under  my 
cover.  I  hâve  not  had  leîsure  to  examine  critically 
cvery  minute  part  of  your  plan  ;  but,  upon  the  whole, 
it  appears  to  me  a  very  wise  and  useful  one  ;  and  I 
particularly  approve  your  recommendation  of  that  Bsusreà 
book,  from  which  you  profess  to  hâve  drawn  ail  your 
knowledge,  and  your  making  your  charity  schools 
schools  of  industry  also,  which  is  rendering  them  doubly 
useful  both  to  the  children  themselves,  and  the  corn- 
munity. 

*'  I  am,  Sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  faithful 
servant, 

''  B.  LONPON.'* 

Hère  the  correspondence  on  this  subject  ceased  for 
the  présent.  In  June  of  the  foUowing  year,  however, 
it  was  thus  renewed  in  a  letter  from  the  Bishop  of 
Meath — ^^  The  Bishop  of  Meath  présents  his  compli- 
ments to  Dr  BeU,  and  solicits  his  protection  and  advice 
for  the  young  man  who  will  deliver  this  note  to  him. 

''  He  has  been  for  some  months  at  Lancaster's  school, 
and  ho  has  attended  for  some  time  a  school  of  Lancas- 
ter's at  Deptford  ;  but  the  bishop's  wish  is  to  separate 
him  entirely  from  Mr  Lancaster,  and  to  put  him  under 
Dr  Bell's  protection  and  direction,  that  he  may  be  pro- 
perly  qualified  to  set  up  a  school  on  Dr  Belles  plan  in 
the  diocèse  of  Meath,  for  which  Lord  Sunderlip  will 
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lefray  tho  cxpcnscs.  From  having  boen  so  long  at 
Lancaster's^  and  seen  so  much  of  his  school,  the  young 
man  thinks  he  can  render  himself  useful^  for  which  he 
désires  no  return  but  the  advantage  of  being  suffcred 
to  take  a  part  in  the  school.  Lancaster  allowed  board 
and  lodging^  but  Lord  Sundcrlin  bas  taken  that  expense 
*upon  himself 

Dr  Bell  in  reply  stated,  that  nothing  should  be  want- 
ing  on  his  part  to  accomplish  the  end  his  lordship  had 
in  view  ;  adding  that^  as  regarded  '^  the  young  man's 
admission  into  the  school  on  the  footing  of  being  use- 
fol  there^  the  multitude  of  teachers  which  the  System 
provides  for  itself^  precluded  ail  foreign  aid  ;"  but  that^ 
notwithstanding,  he  would  venture  to  promise  that  the 
trustées  would  allow  him  to  take  such  part  in  the  tui- 
don  of  the  school  as  would  be  most  usefiil  to  himself. 

The  resuit  of  this  does  not  appear  ;  but  it  is  évident 
that  considérable  attention  was  now  beginning  to  be 
psûd  to  the  subject  of  éducation  in  Ireland;  for  in 
the  beginning  of  February  1808,  Dr  Bell  received  a 
letter  from  Mr  Bernard,  requesting,  ^'  on  the  part  of 
the  DubUn  Society  for  promoting  the  Comforts  of  tho 
Poor,"  that  he  would  permit  his  Analysis  of  the  Expe- 
rimont  in  Education  made  at  Madras,  to  be  pubUshed 
in  Ireland,  with  a  view  to  its  gênerai  circulation  through 
that  island. 

Tho  Doctor  was  highly  gratified  with  this  conununi- 
cation,  and  not  only  willingly  granted  this  request, 
but  hoped  that  the  Dublin  Society  would  accept 
''  ail  the  copiés  of  the  Analysis  then  on  hand/'  This 
handsome  offer  was,  however,  declined,  as  it  was  thought 
better  to  publish  ;  and  the  next  communication  from 
that  quarter  to  Dr  Bell,  informed  him  of  his  having 
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been  unanimously  elected  an  honorary  member  of 
the  Dublin  Society.  Not  long  afterwards,  applica- 
tion was  made  by  the  Bishop  of  Meath  to  the  Lord 
Primate,  then  inLondon^on  the  subjectof  theMastershîp 
of  Wilson's  Hospital,  which  was  then  vacant,  to  the 
effect  that,  as  his  grâce  approved  of  Dr  Bell's  System,  he 
might  wish  to  hâve  a  person  educated  under  that  sys-* 
tem  placed  in  the  situation,  and  that  being  on  the  spot 
he  might  be  able  to  procure  one.  This  Ictter  was 
transmitted  by  the  Hon.  Mrs  Stuart,  at  the  primate's 
désire,  to  Dr  Bell,  with  a  note  requesting  to  know  if 
he  could  recommend  a  schoolmaster. 

After  several  persons  had  been  thought  of,  the  situa- 
tion was  offered  to,  and  accepted  by,  James  Wilmont, 
another  of  Dr  Bell*s  Swanage  protégés.  He  was  the  na- 
tural  son  of  a  man  of  property  at  Swanage,  and,  from  a 
child,  had  been  noted  for  his  reserved  andtacitum  disposi- 
tion, as  well  as  for  uniform  steadiness  and  good  conduct. 
He  had  been  well  educated,  and  had  kept  a  small  school 
at  Swanage,  where  he  had  given  much  satisfaction  by 
his  assiduity.  The  chief  objection  to  him  was  his  youth  ; 
but  this  was  waived,  in  considération  of  the  high  cha- 
racter  he  bore.  He  accordingly  proceeded  to  London 
to  be  fully  initiated  into  the  System,  by  attending  the 
différent  schools  into  which  it  had  been  introduced  ;  and 
having  remained  thcre,  where  he  received  much  atten- 
tion from  Dr  Bell,  till  the  middle  of  September,  he 
started  for  Wilson's  Hospital*  Hère  he  seems  to  hâve 
given  much  satisfaction.  '*  My  patron,  the  vénérable 
Bishop  of  Meath,"  he  writes  to  one  of  his  fiiends  about 
the  end  of  1808,  ^^  was  at  my  school  on  Saturday  last, 
with  Lord  Sunderlin  and  his  chaplain,  and  likewise  Mr 
Ward,  our  parochial  minister.    His  lordship  (the  bishop) 
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went  first  to  the  boys  at  the  sand-board  ;  afterwards  to 
the  classes  in  rotation^  from  the  last  to  the  first.  His 
lordship  heard  with  pleasure  and  satisfaction  my  several 
classes^  and  was  surprised  to  find,  and  I  am  happy  to 
tell  you,  that  not  one  boy  in  either  of  the  classes  mis- 
took  letter^  word,  or  syllable,  although  the  lessons  were 
read  some  a  month  and  others  months  ago.  His  lord* 
ship,  after  hearing  my  first  class  read  their  lessons^ 
tnmed  round  to  me^  and  condescended  to  say^  '  I  am 
thankful  to  you.  You  hâve  improved  your  time  sinco 
your  arrivai  hère  ;'  and  he  likewise  said  he  would  wrîte 

to  my  friends Lord  Sunderlin  lives 

seven  miles  from  this  institution.  The  bishop  with 
his  &mily  are  staying  there  at  présent.  Lord  Sunder- 
lin has  a  school  conducted  on  Mr  Lancaster's  System  of 
éducation.  Mr  Radcliff  and  myself  were  at  this  school 
on  Tuesday  sennight.  He  has  an  Enghshman  for  a 
teacher.  I  must  beg  leave  to  ofier  a  few  observations 
on  his  System  of  éducation.  I  approve  of  it  no  better 
than  that  of  a  school  conducted  on  the  old  plan^  (allow- 
ing  the  boys  in  the  old  plan  were  in  classes.)  It  is 
mère  formalîty,  and  I  wîD  readily  venture  to  say,  that 
cnielty  is  leamed  in  his  schools.  For  instance^  when  I 
was  there,  there  came  a  certain  number  of  boys  to  the 
master,  two  by  two,  to  be  examined  in  their  writing, 
and  also  for  him  to  décide  which  of  the  two  had  per- 
formed  the  best.  Now,  the  boy  who  had  written  the 
best  copy  was  ordered  by  the  master  to  pull  the  other's 
haïr,  and  so  to  do  till  they  arrived  at  their  seats  in  the 
school  again.  Oh!  this  is  odious  in  any  reasonable 
man's  sight. 

^'  Thus  far  I  hâve  given  my  humble  opinion  of  Mr 
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Lancaster's  System.     A  wîse  author  observes,  that  by 
others'  faults  prudent  men  correct  theîr  own/* 

A  few  weeks  after  the  date  of  this  letter,  Dr  Bell  re- 
ceived  the  following  one  from  the  Bishop  of  Meath^ 
stating  how  highly  he  was  pleased  wîth  Wilmont,  and 
requestîng  Dr  Bell  to  procure  him  another  master  of  the 
same  stamp  for  a  school  in  hîs  parish  : — 

"  Ârdbraccan  Hoose,  January  21, 1809. 
"  Dear  Sir, 

'*  I  hâve  been  long  medîtating  a  letter  to  you,  and 
had  I  not  a  multiplicity  of  avocatîons  to  plead,  I  should 
thînk  myself  inexcusable  for  having  so  long  delayed 
making  my  acknowledgments  to  you,  for  the  very  sig- 
nal advantages  the  institution  of  Wilson's  Hospital  îs 
lîkely  to  reçoive  from  the  young  man  you  s^it  over 
to  us. 

'*  Mrs  O.  Beirne,  who  had  an  opportunity  of  forming 
some  judginent  of  him  during  an  absence  of  mine 
from  home,  on  his  fîrst  coming  over,  prepared  me  for 
being  pleased  with  him  ;  and  after  having  twice  visited 
the  hospital  since  he  began  his  functions,  I  hâve  the 
pleasure  to  tell  you  that  he  does  the  highest  crédit  to 
your  recomraendatîon,  and  îs  to  us  a  great  acquisition. 

"  I  hâve  endeavoured  to  show  him  how  much  I  am 
pleased  with  him,  and  I  trust  he  finds  that  eyery  thing 
bas  been  done  to  make  his  situation  comfortable.  I  hâve 
communicated  to  the  primate  aU  that  I  hâve  observed 
of  this  young  man,  and  the  really  surprising  things 
which  he  bas  not  only  done,  but  undone,  in  so  short  a 
time. 

'^  From  this  account  of  young  Wilmont,  you  wîll  not 
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be  surprised  that  I  should  solicit  your  kind  interférence 
in  my  favonr  to  procure  me  a  master  of  the  same  stamp 
and  character  for  the  school  of  my  own  parish^  in  which 
Mrs  O.  Beime  and  I  take  a  particular  interest. 

"  But  it  will  be  necessary  that  the  same  person 
should  also  act  as  parish  clerk^  and  for  this  singing  is 
not  an  essential,  although  désirable^  aa  we  hâve  a 
charter  school  in  the  parish^  the  boys  of  which  sing  in 
church. 

"  By  the  way,  Wihnont  seems  to  imderstand  psalmody 
Tciy  well^  and  it  is  one  of  the  things  in  which  he  has 
greatly  improved  the  boys  of  Wilson's  Hospital.  The 
encouragement  we  hâve  to  oflfer^  is  forty  pounds  a-year 
in  money^  a  house  and  garden  worth  five  guineas  a-year^ 
and  grass  for  a  cow  worth  three  guineaa  a-year^  be- 
sides  the  profits  on  the  scholars^  which,  at  a  low  esti- 
mate,  is  to  the  présent  master  worth  twenty  pounds 
a-year;  and  with  the  réputation  of  a  master  reoom- 
mended  by  you,  and  instructing  on  your  plan,  there  is 
every  prospect  of  being  increased. 

''  If  on  thèse  tenus  you  could  procure  us  such  a  mas* 
ter  as  Wilmont,  and  that  he  could  make  his  arrange- 
ments so  as  to  enter  on  his  functions  next  Easter,  you 
may  be  assured  that  he  shall  reoeive  from  me  ail  the 
oountenance  and  protection  I  can  extend  to  him  ;  and 
I  am  persuaded  he  will  hâve  no  cause  to  repent  of  the 
gênerai  réception  and  treatment  he  will  meet  with  from 
the  principal  parishioners. 

*'  As  eariy  an  answer  as  it  can  be  in  your  power  to 
give  me,  will  be  thankfîilly  received  by,  dear  Sir,  your 
veiy  faithful  and  obedient  humble  serrant, 

''  T.  L.  Mbath." 
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"  The  last  time  I  was  at  Wilson's  Hospital^  I  took 
Lord  Sunderlin  with  me,  who  was  very  much  struck 
wîth  the  superiority  of  Wilmont's  manner,  and  the  ef- 
fects  of  his  plan  over  that  of  the  young  man,  who,  îf 
you  remember,  was  seduced  from  attending  the  school 
at  Whitechapel,  to  which  Lord  Sunderlin  had  settled 
wîth  me  he  should  be  removed  from  Lancaster's." 

In  answer  to  thîs  letter,  Dr  Bell  promised  to  do  his 
utmost  to  procure  such  a  person  as  his  lordship  wanted, 
although  he  had  not  any  one  in  his  eye  at  that  time. 

We  must  now  quit  Ireland  for  the  présent,  and  re- 
late an  attempt  which  was,  at  this  time,  made  to  intro- 
duce  the  Madras  System  into  the  West  Indies,  which, 
though  it  unfortunately  did  not  succeed  according  to 
expectation,  is  important,  as  showing  what  exertions 
were  made  to  diffuse  the  blessings  of  éducation  among 
the  negro  slaves,  and  some  of  the  causes  which  operated 
in  rendering  those  exertions  of  no  avail. 

As  early  as  December  1807,  the  Bishop  of  London 
appears  to  hâve  been  in  communication  with  Dr  Bell 
on  this  subject,  having  written  to  him,  requesting  to  see 
him  at  dinner  at  Fulham,  ^^  as  he  had  something  of  im- 
portance to  propose  to  him  respecting  his  parochial 
schools."  What  took  place  on  this  occasion  does  not 
appear  ;  but  soon  afterwards  the  bishop  requested  Dr 
Bell  to  draw  up  for  him  a  short  account  of  his  new  Sys- 
tem of  éducation,  under  certain  heads  which  he  gave 
him,  adding,  "  It  will  be  particularly  usefiil  to  state,  that 
persons  may  be  procured  from  this  country  to  conduct 
the  parochial  schools  in  the  West  Indies,  at  a  very 
trifling  expense.'^ 
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Dr  Bell  accordingly  drew  up  a  paper  in  reply  to 
the  bishop's  queries^  and  transmitted  it  to  him^  who^ 
în  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  it,  says — "  They  are 
written  with  considérable  ability  ;  but  I  see  clearly  that 
I  can  form  no  opinion  on  the  subject  till  I  see  the 
tohole  together,  and  then  you  shall  hâve  my  sentiments 
at  large. 

**  There  are  two  points  I  wish  to  hâve  made  per- 
fecdy  clear  : — 

*'  Ist,  That  the  expense  will  bo  perfectly  trivial. 
2dly,  That  the  attendance  of  the  children  at  the  school 
will  interfère  very  little,  if  at  ail,  with  their  work  on  the 
plantations; 

^'  Thèse  facts,  if  dearly  made  out,  and  confirmed  by 
actual  expérience,  will  be  the  most  powerfîil  argument 
with  the  West  Indians  to  adopt  your  plan.  You  will, 
therefore,  be  so  good  as  to  specify  very  distinctly,  how 
much  the  expense  will  be  for  each  child  per  annum  for 
leaming  to  read  only,  and  how  many  hours  in  the  day 
will  be  taken  up  in  the  school." 

Thèse  questions  were  answered  to  his  lordship's 
satisfiskction  ;  and  after  some  few  letters  had  passed 
between  him  and  Dr  Bell,  respecting  some  fiirther  altér- 
ations in  the  document  the  latter  had  drawn  up,  it  was 
printed  in  the  form  of  an  appendix  to  a  letter  from  the 
Bishop  of  London  to  the  Govemors,  Legislators,  and 
Proprietors  of  Plantations  in  the  British  West  India 
Islands. 

It  waa  stated  in  this  appendix,  that  the  Madras  Sys- 
tem of  éducation  was  considered  peculiarly  well  adapted 
to  the  éducation  of  the  negro  children,  for  thèse  rea- 
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sons — ^^  Ist,  Because  one  master  suffices  for  each  sdiool, 
however  numerous. 

"  2d,  Because,  by  its  means,  Sunday  aUme  will 
suffice  for  their  éducation 

"  3d,  Because  from  amongst  the  book-keepers,  or 
other  Europeans  or  natives  in  the  employment  of  the 
planters,  may  be  selected  schoolmasters,  without  any 
interférence  with,  or  interruption  of  their  weekly  occu- 
patùms,  and  thus  the  great  expense  of  importîng  and 
maintaining  a  new  race  of  men,  or  body  of  schoohnas- 
ters,  will  be  saved/' 

One  of  the  earhest  fruits  of  this  publication^  was  a 
letter  from  an  influential  West  India  proprietor,  Dr 
Holder,  to  Dr  Gardiner,  from  which  the  foUowing  are 
extracts  : — 

**  Joes  River,  Jane  25,  1808. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  hâve  perused  the  Bishop  of  London's  letter 
most  attentively,  and  assure  you  it  has  made  a  due 
impression  on  my  mind.  It  is  a  subject  I  hâve  often 
reflected  on.  I  hâve  long  regarded  as  one  of  our  prin- 
cipal sins  of  omission,  the  neglect  which  we  hâve  shown 
to  the  spiritual  welfare  of  our  slaves,  making  no  effort 
to  instil  into  them  the  practical  duties  of  Ghristianity. 
Such  having  hitherto  been  my  opinion,  you  may  suppose 
that  in  me  you  will  find  no  lukewarm  seconder  of  the 
bishop's  wishee,  and  that  I  am  ready  to  take  an  early 
and  active  part  in  the  good  work  he  has  undertaken. 
I  most  fuUy  coincide  with  the  substance  of  his  lordship's 
opinions,  and  think  the  plan  of  Sunday  schook  excel- 
lent ;  but  I  trust  he  wiU  allow  me  to  suggest  that  the 
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chief  difficulty  wiU  be  to  obtain^  in  the  first  instance, 
proper  schoolmsusters.  You  are  as  well  aware  as  I  am, 
that  we  cannot  look  for  thèse  in  the  natives  of  this 
country.  Their  habits  and  their  ignorance  preclude 
the  idea  of  their  doing  any  good  ;  and  the  attempt  had 
better  not  be  made  at  ail  than  be  made  with  the  pro- 
babilitj  of  a  £stilure,  which  will  operate  as  a  discourage- 
ment  to  the  further  prosecution  of  it.  To  Europe, 
then^  must  we  look  for  the  sober  and  religions  schooU 
master,  who,  with  a  mind  abready  tumed  to  the  sub- 
jecty  and  anxious  for  its  success,  may  second  with  skill 
and  ardour  the  plan.  A  second  difficulty  bis  lordship 
is  not  aware  of,  is  the  wide  extent  of  the  parishes  ;  one 
schoolmaster,  fixed  in  the  most  central  part  of  a  parish, 
eould  hope  to  do  littlé  gênerai  good.  The  younger 
dlûldren  could  not  travel  five  or  six  miles  through  rug- 
ged  or  miry  roads  for  instruction,  and  the  same  dis- 
tance back.    On  the  exertions  of  the  individual  planter, 

it  appears  to  me,  must  the  hope  of  success  rest 

I  should,  therefore,  humbly  suggest  to  bis  lordship,  that 
(at  least  as  a  beginning)  the  best  plan  will  be  to  send 
ont  to  each  applying  planter  a  schoolmaster^  whose 
necessary  qualifications  and  tum  of  mind  I  need  not 
hint  at  ;  and  if  none  other  can  be  found,  there  might 
be  a  youth  from  one  of  the  charity  schools,  to  be  rési- 
dent on  the  estate  of  the  planter  so  requesting  bis  ser- 
vices — ^that  a  certain  number  of  hours  in  every  week, 
and  the  whole  of  Sunday,  be  dedicated  to  the  instruc- 
tion of,  not  only  the  negroes  on  the  estate,  but  of  ail 
the  neighbourhood  who  can,  or  will  attend  ;  and  that 
his  intermediate  spare  time  be  dedicated  to  the  services 
of  the  estate  as  a  store  or  book  keeper,  or  distiller,  as 
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may  bost  suit  his  abilities.     For  thèse  services  it  wlll 
be  in  the  power  of  the  planter  to  allow  him  comfortable 
board  and  lodging^  and  a  salary^  according  to  the  size 
of  the  estate,  from  L,16  to  L.26  per  annum.  ..... 

You  are  at  fuU  liberty  to  convey,  with  ail  due  and 
chastened  humility  of  opinion,  to  the  bishop,  my  senti- 
ments. Should  they  be  approved  by  him,  I  shall  feel 
an  honest  and  virtuous  pride  if  he  will  allow  this  un- 
dertaking  to  commence  on  my  estate,  by  sending  oui, 
as  speedily  as  convenient,  to  me,  at  the  expense  of  the 
Society  of  which  he  is  the  head,  any  person  whom  his 
lordship  may  sélect  as  fit  for  the  purpose.  On  his  arri- 
vai I  will  receive  him  as  a  résident  on  my  estate  ;  and 
he  shaU  be  lodged  and  boarded  on  the  most  libéral 
plan,  even  at  my  own  table,  if  the  bishop  so  recom- 
mends  ;  and  in  retum  for  his  services  (when  not  em- 
ployed  in  the  good  work,  which  will  be  our  first  object) 
either  as  a  book  or  store  keeper,  or  distiller,  I  will  allow 
him  a  stipend  of  L.20  per  annum,  and  de&ay  ail  the 

expense  of  instructing  the  negroes." 

The  contents  of  this  letter  having  been  communica- 
ted  to  the  Bishop  of  London,  his  lordship  immediately 
wrote  to  Dr  Bell,  who  was  then  at  Durham,  asking  him 
if  he  kuew  of  any  well-instructed  boy  whom  he  eould 
recommend  to  be  immediately  sent  to  Barbadoes.  The 
resuit  was  that  Dr  Bell  wrote  to  Lewis  Warren's  father 
at  Swanage,  offering  the  situation  to  his  son,  and  re- 
ceived  for  answer,  that  although  they  were  unwilling  to 
part  with  him,  it  should  be  left  entirely  to  his  own 
option.  He  accordingly  accepted  the  situation,  and 
proceeded  to  London  to  receive  further  instruction  in 
the  System  from  Henry  Manwell,  as  well  as  to  be 
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examined  and  confirmed  by  the  bishop,  who  expressed 

himself  much  pleased  with  him,  and  treated  him  with 

the  greatest  kindness  and  liberality,  supplying  him  with 

money,  and  ail  necessaries  for  his  voyage,  as  well  as 

taking  the  expense  of  his  passage  upon  himself.     He 

accordingly  left  London  for  Falmouth  early  in  Oc- 

tober,  and  sailed  shortly  afterwards.     '^  I  pray  God 

to  prosper  hîs  voyage  and  hîs  mission,"  writes  the 

bishop  to  Dr  Bell  soon  after  hîs  departure  ;  "  if  he 

succeeds,  he  will  be  the  greatest  blessing  that  ever  was 

îmported  into  the  British  Islands.     He  will  make  his 

fortune,  and  immortalize  his  name.    He  will  be  ranked 

araong   the    greatest    benefactors    to    mankind,   and 

(though  it  is  a  bold  thing  to  say)  he  will  be  doing  as 

much  good  in  the  Atlantic  Océan,  as  Bonaparte  is  doing 

mischief  on  the  Continent  of  Europe."     Thèse  expecta- 

tiens  were  not,  however,  realized  ;  but  the  bishop  did  not 

lîve  to  witness  the  resuit.    After  his  death,  which  hap- 

pened  in  1809,  application  was  made  by  Dr  Macleod 

to  Dr  Bell,  to  know  if  he  could  recommend  some 

young  men  for  the  same  purpose  as  Warren  had  been 

sent  out  for  ;  but  no  fiirther  steps  of  conséquence  appear 

to  hâve  been  taken,  nor  hâve  we  much  information 

respecting    Warren's    proceedings.      Soon    after    his 

arrivai  he  seems  to  hâve  succeeded  tolerably  well,  but 

no  important  results  foUowed.*    This  is  not  surprising, 

ail  things  considered,  especially  the  opposition  which 

any  scheme  for  improving  the  moral  and  intellectual 

condition  of  the  ncgroes  has  generally  met  with  from  the 

planters.     The  spirit  in  which  they  looked  at  this 

*  Dr  Holder  sold  his  estâtes  in  1815,  and  his  successor  was  "  a  gentle- 
of  the  island,  -who  paid  no  attention  to  éducation.*' 
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attempt  may  be  gathered  from  the  foUowing  extract 
from  a  letter  which  haâ  been  preseired  among  Dr 
Bell's  papers.  It  is  without  date^  but  was  evidently 
wrîtten  about  thls  time  : — 

«  Sîr, 

'^  Pardon  the  liberty  I  take  in  submitting  the 
sentiments  of  a  respectable  West  India  planter  on  the 
subject  of  your  intended  pamphlet. 

^'  Are  Dr  Bell's  labours  completed  here^  and  is 
nothing  further  to  be  done  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireknd 
in  the  instruction  and  civilization  of  the  lowest  classes^ 
that  he  must  adventure  the  fruits  of  his  imagination 
to  our  side  of  the  Atlantic  ?  If  he  thinks  he  has  done 
enough  for  England^  let  him  tum  to  Ireland,  and  pro* 
vide  against  the  evils  which  threaten  us  there^  from  the 
barbarism  of  the  poor^  and  from  their  proneness  to  be 
influenced  by  Bonaparte's  instruments.  A  Scotch 
gentleman^  who  is  now  on  my  right  hand,  adds  that  the 
Doctor  may  find  employment  enough  for  his  benevolent 
exertions  in  Scotland,  notwithstanding  so  much  has 
been  said  of  the  bettered  condition  of  its  poor.  But 
no,  the  West  Indians  are  the  marked  people  !  They  are 
to  be  the  martyrs,  if  they  can  be  deluded  into  the  foUy 
of  cncouraging  an  innovation  ruinons  to  themselves; 
and  perhaps,  if  they  resist  it,  their  kind  friends  who  are 
setting  the  Doctor  at  work  will  leave  no  stone  untumed 
to  enforce  the  ultimate  object  of  the  measure — ^the 
émancipation  of  our  slaves.  The  exchequer  is  over- 
flowing  with  money,  so  much  so  that  Mr  Perceval  the 
other  day  gave  an  order  upon  the  Bank  for  L.400,000, 
prompt  pajonent,  though  he  had  a  right  of  claimîng  a 
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delay  of  some  months.  If  Dr  Bell's  friends  can  per- 
suade govemment  to  buy  our  estâtes,  they  may  then, 
without  injustice  to  any  party,  embark  in  their  chime- 
rical  scheme  ;  and  I  would  venture  to  predict,  after 
the  labours  of  his  whole  life  under  every  favourable  cir- 
cumstance,  his  successor  would  exdaim,  NU  actum  sed 
çuod  lîbet  agendum  !  But  thô  Doctor's  questions  were 
read  and  argued  on  hère,  yesterday,  by  six  planters 
of  St  Kitts,  Grenada,  Tobago,  and  Nevis.  The  first 
we  answered  thus  : — The  planters  would  certainly  op- 
pose ît.  Why  should  they  encourage  an  innovation 
expensiye  to  themselves,  not  only  by  taking  money  out 
of  their  pockets,  but  by  curtailing  the  time  of  their  la- 
bourers*  work,  when  their  pecuniary  situation  is  aheady 
so  deteriorated  as  to  disable  them  from  living  in  this 
country?  None  remain  who  hâve  not  some  de- 
pendence  hère.  To  give  you  an  idea  of  the  falling  off 
we  hâve  sustained,  my  brother's  estate,  which  used  to 
net  L.3000  a-year,  averaged  for  the  last  three  years 
L.740.  When  we  proclaim  our  distresses,  or  urge  the 
impossibility  of  seUing  our  sugar  unless  at  ruinons 
priées,  this  country  is  deaf  to  us — ^rejects  our  pétitions 
to  use  our  sugars  in  the  distilleries  or  breweries,  though 
the  rejection  is  at  a  time  when  the  inability  to  import 
corn  from  the  Continent  might  concur,  with  the  varied 
use  of  grain  hère,  to  induce  a  famine.  England  and  hcr 
colonies  might  estabUsh  a  beautiful  System  of  recipro- 
cal  services  ;  but  we  are  never  thought  of  unless  as  an 
object  of  taxation,  or  subject  of  capricious,  wanton, 
and  dangeroiis  reform.  I  entreat  the  Doctor  to  con- 
template  the  miseries  of  St  Domingo,  and  to  décline 
a  measure  that  would  probably  precipitate  us  in  the 
same,  and  make  him  answerable  in  another  world  for 
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60  wanton  and  cruel  a  misapplication  of  his  talents. 
He  would  not  be  able  to  plead  before  our  great  ulti- 
mate  Judge,  as  a  justification  for  the  injury  done  us, 
the  benefits  to  our  slaves,  who  are,  I  sincerely  believe, 
better  off  in  tlieir  présent  condition  than  instruction  în 
letters  would  make  them;  but  we  pronounce  it  im- 
practicable — impossible." 
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CHAPTER  XXVI. 

The  Doctor  Visits  DurhAm — ^the  System  introduced  there — ^the  Barrington 
School — Letter  to  Mrs  Trimmer — Dr  Gray — Mr  Bouyer — ^Mr  Bernard. 

We  now   corne   to  the  commencement  of  Dr  Bell's 

labours  in  the  county  of  Durham,  and  to  the  cir- 

ciimstances  which  led  him  into  communication  with 

the  bishop  of  that   diocess^  by  whom  he   had   been 

ordained  some  twenty-four  years  previous  to  this  time. 

It  is  probable   that   he   had   met   with   his   lordship 

while  engaged  at  the  schools  in  Marylebone.     The 

first  appUcation,  however,  that  was  made  to  him  for 

assistance  in  the  north,  was  from  the  Rev.  Dr  Gray, 

rector  of  Bishop-Wearmouth,   who,   early   in    1808, 

wrote  to  him,  saying  that   the    Bishop  of  Durham 

and  Mr  Bernard  had  communicated  to  him  an  offer 

that  Dr  Bell  had  made  of  taking  a  joumey  northward, 

for  the  purpose  of  assisting  in  the  estabhshment  of 

schools  upon  the  Madras  System,  and  requesting  the 

pleasure  of  his  company  at  Bishop-Wearmouth.     Dr 

Bell,  howeyer,  was  too  much  engaged  in  the  south  to 

leave  it  at  that  time,  and  ofFered  to  send  an  usher  from 

one  of  the  schools  he  had  already  organized.     This  offer 

was  gladly  accepted  ;  and,  soon  afterwards,  two  youths 

were  sent  down  to  Bishop-Wearmouth,  who  commenced 

opérations  undcr  Dr  Gray's  superintendence.    Shortly 
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after  thls,  Dr  Gray  proceeded  to  London^  and  having 
met  Dr  Bell,  it  was  proposed  that  they  should  travel 
together  to  the  north,  on  Dr  Gray*s  retum.     This  was 
not,  however,  carried  into  efFect,  Dr  Bell  havîng  corne 
under  an  engagement  to  make  an  attempt  to  introduce 
the  System  into  the  Naval  Asylum,  in  which,  as  has 
already  been  related,  he  was  then  unsuccessful.     He 
promised,  at  the  same  time,  to  proceed  to  Durham  in 
the  course  of  the  foUowing  week;  which  he  accord- 
ingly  did,  and  immediately  commenced  organizing  the 
schools  at  Wearmouth  and  Sunderland.     We  hâve  no 
information  of  his  proceedings  in  this  matter;  but  it 
appears  from  the  foUowing  letter,  which  he  received 
from  the  Bishop  of  Durham  about  this  time,  that  his 
progress  was  satisfactory  : — 

"  MoDgewell,  June  22,  1808. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"  Under  a  very  heavy  pressure  of  correspondence, 
I  cannot,  however,  allow  myself  to  defer  expressing  the 
rcal  satisfaction  which  I  feel  on  the  report  which  you 
make  of  the  progress  of  the  Bishop- Wearmouth's  schools. 
'  Nil  desperandum  Teucro  duce  et  auspice  Teucro/  I 
therefore  flatter  myself,  that  before  the  end  of  the  year, 
with  the  assistance  I  trust  you  will  be  enabled  to  gîve, 
the  Madras  System  will  be  extended  to  most  parts  of 
the  county  of  Durham.  My  arrangements  are  of  such 
a  nature  that  they  cannot  be  broken,  and  it  will  not  be 
in  my  power  to  arrive  at  Durham  till  the  Ist  of  August. 
The  interval  between  that  and  the  9th,  when  the  as- 
sizes  commence,  will  be  full  of  employment,  and  I  shall 
not  be  at  liberty  to  sit  down  to  business  with  you  and 
your  friend  Mr  Bernard  till  the  22d,  when  I  mean  to 
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dévote  myself  altogether  to  you  and  your  plan.  With 
such  a  substitute  as  Mr  Smith^  accompanied  by  such  a 
wife  as  Mrs  Smith^  your  parish  of  Swanage  cannot  sus- 
tain  any  injury  by  your  absence." 

Dr  Bell  was  not,  however,  able  to  make  any  extend- 
ed  stay  in  Durham  at  this  time^  although  the  bishop 
offered  to  "  accelerate  bis  joumey,  for  the  purpose  of 
meeting  bim  either  at  Auckland  Castle  or  Durbam 
Castle,"  and  Dr  Gray  much  pressed  bis  further  stay. 
He  accordingly  retumed  to  London^  where,  as  we  bave 
seen^  be  had  many  pressing  occupations  and  engage- 
ments. Tbere  be  remained  until  tbe  beginning  of 
Auguste  wben  be  again  retumed  to  Durbam^  wbere  be 
remained  at  Dr  Gray's  for  a  sbort  time^  and  tben  pro- 
ceeded  to  Auckland  Castle  to  visit  tbe  bisbop. 

Tbe  demand  for  scboolmasters  was  now  daily  in- 
creasing  ;  and  tbe  bisbop^  baving  tumed  bis  attention  to 
this  subject^  requested  Dr  Bell  "  to  draw  up  a  scbeme 
or  plan  of  a  scbool/'  wbicb  migbt  remedy  tbis  evil. 
Tbis  be  accordingly  did  at  great  lengtb^  and  tbe  resuit 
waâ^  tbat  tbe  bisbop  determined  on  establisbing  a  kind 
of  coUegiate  scbool  at  Bisbop- Auckland^  wbicb  was  to 
combine  tbe  instruction  of  cbUdren  witb  tbat  of  tbe  most 
promising  scbolars  as  scboolmasters.  Tbis  Institution 
was  to  be  called  tbe  Barrington  Scbool  ;  and  it  appears^ 
from  an  account  of  it  publisbed  in  1812  by  Sir  Tbomas 
Bernard^  tbat  tbe  bisbop  at  first  engaged  Mr  Birkett^ 
tbe  master  of  tbe  Auckland  grammar  scbool^  and  be- 
gan  by  placing  under  bim  fifty  boys^  witb  an  annual 
allowance  of  L.76  for  tbeir  tuition,  wbicb  be  afterwards 
increased.  Tbe  new  collège  "  was  to  consist  of  nine 
foundation  boys,  wbo  were  to  be  monitors  of  tbe  Bar- 
rington scbool,  under  tbe  direction  of  tbe  assistant  mas- 
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ter^  and  to  be  clothed^  maintained^  and  ediicated  at  tbe 
bishop's  expense,  .  .  •  .  who,  in  order  to  provide  for 
the  permanent  support  of  the  establishment,  approprî- 
ated  the  residue  of  the  dividends  of  L.30,000  three  per 
cents,  reduced  annuities,  which  he  settled  by  deed  upon 
four  trustées  for  this  and  other  similar  trusts.  Thîs  re- 
sidue amounted  to  L.436  per  annum."* 

We  find,  by  the  following  extract  from  an  account 
of  the  grammar  school  at  Auckland,  written  many  years 
afterwards,  that  the  bishop  had  at  one  time  been  favour- 
ably  disposed  to  Mr  Lancaster  : — 

^^  While  the  bishop  resided  at  Auckland  Castle,  he 
condescended  to  visit  the  grammar  school  there,  and 
took  much  interest  in  its  success.  In  rebuilding  the 
chapel  of  St  Anns,  in  that  town,  he  enlarged  the  gram- 
mar school,  and  not  only  contributed  liberally  towards 
paying  for  the  instruction  of  the  poor  children,  but  gave 
a  house  and  garden  to  be  a  résidence  for  the  master. 
In  this  school  his  lordship  first  introduced  the  new  Sys- 
tem of  éducation,  having  employed  a  young  man  from 
the  Borough  Road  school  to  assist  in  the  organization 
of  the  school,  and  the  adoption  of  the  plan  as  there 
pursued.  The  Lancasterian  édition  of  the  System  con- 
tinued  in  opération  about  eighteen  months,  when,  on 
account  of  the  conviction  of  the  master  that  it  did  not 
make  sound  scholars,  it  was  superseded  by  the  Madras 
System,  Dr  Bell  having,  on  the  invitation  of  the  bishop, 
rendered  his  assistance  in  the  altération." 

Dr  Bell  returned  to  London  early  in  September,  and 
soon  afterwards  wrote  to  Mrs  Trimmer,  giving  some 

*  The  Barrington  school  was  complétée!  and  opened  on  the  26th  of  May 
1810,  on  which  occasion  a  sermon  was  preached  by  Dr  Bell,  aod  129 
scholars  entertained  at  his  expense  ;  he  aiso  gave  a  dinner  to  sizty-seven  of 
the  neighbouring  gentry,  who  had  attended  the  opening  of  the  school. 
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account  of  his  proceedings  in  Durham.    "  In  the  north/' 
he  writes,  "  I  hâve  experienced  much  eamest  disposition 
to  forwaxd  and  facilitate  religions  éducation  in  the  right 
Une  of  the  church.     In  thèse  measures  our  excellent 
friend  Dr  Gray  takes  a  considérable  lead,  and  follows 
up  the  true  spirit  of  the  Madras  System  with  equal 
judgment^  energy,  and  liberality.  Long  I  resisted  every 
solicitation  to  go  beyond  the  metropolis  and  its  envi- 
rons^ where  I  thought  that  I  should  be  more  usefuUy 
employed^andwhence  the  example  and  model  must  issue 
ioto  the  provinces  ;  and  I  did  not  yield  to  the  importu- 
nîty  of  my  friends  to  go  thither  till  I  was  pressed  by 
Dr  Gray,  on  the  assurance  of  his  making  his  school  a 
means  of  extending   religions   éducation,  on   its  true 
foundation,  throughout  the  northern  counties.     On  my 
first  visit  to  Durham,   Bishop-Wearmouth,   Bambo- 
rough  Castle,  &c.,  I  had  every  reason  to  be  fiiUy  satis- 
fied  with  the  step  I  had  taken  ;  and  when  I  was  pre- 
vailed  upon  to  retrace  my  steps,  I  was  greatly  delight- 
ed  with  beholding  the  vénérable  bishop  not  less  earnest 
tban  you  or  I  could  be  to  estabUsh  a  school  for  training 
up  masters  in  the  right  line.     I  hope  and  trust  that  I 
witnessed  the  deep  foundation  laid,  to  establish  and  dif- 
fuse the  System  in  à  style  equally  judicious,  wise,  and 
magnificent,  on  a  rock  which  I  believe  cannot  be  sha- 
ken.    ...     I  must  be  at  Swanage  this  day.    .     .     • 
I  am  going  to  take  some  respite,  for  I  know  not  how  long, 
from  intense  labour  and  toil,  and  to  insure  to  myself  un- 
interrupted  quiet  and  leisure  for  my  studios  and  pursuits. 
I  am  going  to  do  my  parochial  duties  without  assistance, 
or  chance  of  assistance,  having  no  curate." 

"  I  need  not  say,"  says  Mrs  Trimmer,  in  reply  to 
this  letter,  "  how  sincerely  I  rejoice  in  the  success  of 
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jour  ardent  and  unremitting  labours.  What  a  biessing 
is  ît  to  the  nation^  as  well  as  to  yourself,  that  you  hâve 
health  and  strength  for  such  extraordinary  exertions  ! 
I  maj  say  to  you^  that  the  nartkern  preîate  you  mention 
as  having  entered  so  warmly  into  your  plan,  giyes  me 
particular  pleasure,  because  he  certainly  had  a  strong 
prédilection  in  faveur  of  Lancaster,  who,  notwithstand- 
ing  so  much  is  done,  and  with  effect,  to  discountenance 
him,  still  has  a  powerful  number  of  partisans  ;  but  his 
wings  are  clipped — ^he  does  not  soar  so  high  as  for- 
merly/* 

Meanthne  Dr  Gray  had  been  zealously  foUowing  up 
the  System  in  his  oim  neighbourhood,  though  it  did  not 
altogether  proceed  to  his  wishes.  In  writing  to  Dr 
Bell  in  September^he  says — ^'  Mr  Bernard  staidwith  me 
but  one  night,  and  was  well  pleased  with  both  schools, 
where  certainly  much  is  effected^  though  I  cannot  say 
that  Carstairs  (the  master)  does  every  thing  so  entirely 
to  my  satisfaction  as  I  could  wish.  It  is  not  long  since 
he  told  me  that  some  of  the  dasses,  when  they  wrote  on 
the  slate,  marched  up  to  him,  and  the  best  boy  was 
allowed  to  puU  the  ears  of  the  inferior,  and  that  it  pro- 
duced  a  good  effect.  I  could  hare  told  him  that  it 
would  hâve  been  better  if  the  victor  had  pulled  the 
master's  ear  for  hankering  after  such  Lancasterian  fol-» 
Ues — ^nevertheless,  the  school  is  in  good  order.  They 
bave  this  week  only  as  hoUdays.  I  allowed  the  boys  at 
Bishop-Wearmouth  a  fortnight,  and  at  the  expiration  of 
that  time  desired  that  those  who  wished  to  retum  im- 
mediately  should  hold  up  their  hands,  and  that  the  rest 
might  stay  away  a  week  longer.  Above  sixty  of  them^ 
however,  immediately  retumed,  and  the  rest  ail  eagerly 
assembled  on  the  next  week." 
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Dr  Gray  was  at  this  time  in  want  of  a  master  for 
Sunderland  school^  and  applied  to  Dr  Bell  to  know  if  he 
conld  recommend  one.  In  conséquence^  afber  some 
delay,  he  offered  the  situation  to  Mr  Francis  Warren, 
Lewis  Warren's  fathor^  who  accepted  it^  the  salary  being 
L.80^  and  proceeded  without  delay  to  Sunderland. 

There  still  remains  another  person  to  be  mentioned^ 
whose  zeal  and  activitj  in  assisting  in  the  dissémina- 
tion of  the  Madras  System  in  the  diocess  of  Durham 
and  elsewhere^  entitle  him  to  our  notice.  This  was  Mr 
Bouyer,  late  archdeacon  of  Northumberland,  and  pre- 
bendary  of  Durham^  who  was  glready  well  known  to 
those  interested  in  éducation  as  the  founder  of  the 
Bchools  of  industry^  which  he  set  on  foot  in  Lincolnshire. 

Mr  Bouyer  and  Dr  Bell  became  acquainted  during 
the  time  the  Doctor  was  engaged  at  the  Naval  Asylum 
in  June  1808,  when  he  received  the  following  note  r — 
"  Mr  Bouyer,  a  very  humble  fellow-labourer  in  the 
cause  to  which  Dr  Bell  so  nobly  dévotes  his  time  and 
pains,  takes  the  Uberty  of  presenting  him  with  some 
sketches  and  plans  of  éducation,  in  which  he  bas  been 
engaged  for  about  twenty-five  years  ;  not  that  he  thinks 
them  in  any  degree  worthy  of  Dr  Bell's  attention,  but 
merely  as  an  act  of  homage  due  to  his  great  merit,  and 
as  an  eamest  of  Mr  B/s  désire  to  follow  his  steps  as  far 
as  he  shall  be  able.  Dr  Gray  has  informed  Mr  B.  of 
Dr  Bell's  intention  to  set  ont  from  the  south  on  Mon- 
day  next.  It  must  appear  very  intrusive  in  a  stranger 
to  désire  an  interview  of  a  few  minutes  in  a  portion  of 
time  so  Umited,  and  probably  so  much  better  appropri- 
ated.  Mr  B.,  however,  is  encouraged  to  beg  that  fa- 
veur by  Mr  Rose's  kind  promise  to  second  his  request. 
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He  will  wait  upon  Dr  Bell  at  any  time  he  may  hâve 
the  goodness  to  appoint^  except  after  eleven  on  Satur- 
day  next."  Nothing,  however,  is  known  conceming 
this  meeting  ;  but  Dr  Gray  thus  mentions  him  soon 
afterwards  as  advocating  the  Madras  System^  in  a 
letter  to  Dr  Bell: — '^  Mr  Bouyer,  who  is  fiilly  sen- 
sible of  the  simplîcity  and  powerful  efficacy  of  yonr 
plan^  seemed  pleased  with  the  schools,  which  go  on,  I 
trust,  very  well.  He  has  taken  Charles  Farrer  to 
Bamborough,  where  he  will,  I  hope,  find  a  permanent 
and  désirable  establishment."  And  in  the  foUowing 
October  Mr  Bernard  ,says,  in  a  letter  to  Dr  Bell  : — 
"  Mr  Bouyer  was  hère  (Auckland)  last  week,  fiiU  of 
approbation  of  your  System,  with  which  he  has  for  five 
weeks  past  been  working  two  hours  a-day  in  the  instruc- 
tion of  forty-five  children.  His  expression  was,  '  I  am 
astonished  at  the  advantages  of  Dr  BelPs  mode,  as  now 
demonstrated  to  me  by  my  own  expérience.'  " 

Of  this  experiraent  Dr  BeU  writes  thus  to  Sir  Charles 
Oakley  in  December  1809 — "  Mr  Bouyer,  preben- 
dary  of  Durham,  and  father  of  the  schools  of  industry 
in  this  country,  has  instituted  two  schools  at  Durham 
at  his  sole  expense — one  for  boys,  and  another  for  girls  ; 
by  which  he  means  to  show  that,  on  the  Madras  Sys- 
tem, two  hours  a-day  for  three  years  will  suffice  for  giving 
poor  children  an  appropriate  éducation  in  reading,  wri- 
ting,  arithmetic,  and  religions  instruction." 

Mr  Bouyer,  it  appears,  was  one  of  the  trustées  for 
the  school  at  Bamborough  Castle,  as  well  as  trustée  for 
Lord  Crew's  charity  ;  so  that  he  was  enabled  to  ad- 
vance  the  cause  more  effectually  than  any  private  ex- 
penditure  could  hâve  done.     We  cannot,  however,  at 
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présent  carry  on  the  account  of  his  labours^  as  they 
will  corne  in  more  appropriately  at  a  later  pcriod. 

At  this  time  Mr  Bernard  was  engaged  in  preparîng 
one  of  his  publications  for  the  press,  which  was  to 
contain  an  account  of  the  Madras  System  in  the  préface. 

"  While  I  was  in  Scotland/'  he  writes  to  Dr  Bell, 
*'  and  on  my  road  to  town,  and  now  at  intervais,  I 
hâve  been  busied  in  writing  a  préface  to  the  '  Sélec- 
tions on  Education,'  which  I  am  making  from  the 
report;  and  in  this  I  am  endeavouring,  not  only  to 
consider  the  subject  generally,  but  to  give  my  view  of 
yoor  System.  It  will  not,  however,  be  published  with- 
out  that  part,  at  least,  being  submitted  to  yoiu'  eye." 

Shortly  afterwards  Mr  Bernard  sent  the  préface  to 
Dr  Bell  for  his  correction  and  criticisms,  which  it  seems 
were  very  carefiilly  given,  and  adopted  by  the  author. 
This  publication  gave  great  pleasure  both  to  Dr  Bell 
and  the  Bishop  of  Durham,  who  spoke  of  it  in  the 
highest  tenus;  and  very  soon  afterwards  Mr  Ber- 
nard, having  had  ample  opportunities  of  becoming  well 
acquainted  with  the  Madras  System,  during  the  organi- 
zation  of  the  schools  at  Auckland,  at  whidi  be  was  pré- 
sent, published  a  still  more  complète  account  of  the 
System  m  ail  its  bearings.  The  commencement  of  this 
account  was  also  submitted  to  Dr  Bell's  correction; 
but  the  latter  part,  containing  Mr  Bemard's  views  and 
opinions  regarding  Lancaster's  daim  to  priority  of  in- 
vention, could  not  hâve  met  with  the  Doctor's  approba- 
tion. Indeed,  he  had  ah-eady  taken  much  pains,  but 
without  eSect,  to  set  Mr  Bernard  right  upoa  ljbji( 
point. 

VOL.  II.  R 
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CHAPTER  XXVIL 

Dr  Bell  seeks  an  Exchange  for  Swanage — Is  presented  to  Sherbum  Hosintal 
— ^Difficulties  respecting  Dilapidations^  Fumiture;  &c. — Sketch  of  the  His- 
tory  of  that  InstitatioD — Swanage  given  to  Mr  Gale,  a  Nomînee  of  the 
Bishop  of  Durham. 

We  now  corne  to  the  circumstancea  which  immediately 
preceded  Dr  Bell's  appoîntment  to  Sherburn  hospital. 
His  introduction  to  the  Bishop  of  Durham  was  the 
primary  step  to  this^  and  his  exertions  in  that  diocèse 
and  elsewhere,  had  doubtless  produced  a  very  fayour- 
able  impression  of  him  in  the  bishop's  mind. 

It  will  be  remembered,  that,  soon  after  Dr  Bell  had 
determined  to  émerge  from  the  retirement  of  Swanage;^ 
he  expressed  a  wish  to  exchange  his  living  for  one  more 
favourably  situated.  Several  attempts  were  made  to 
carry  this  into  effect  ;  but  it  proved  a  more  difficult 
matter  than  was  at  first  anticipated,  and  they  were  ail 
unsuccessful.  The  last  of  thèse  is  worthy  of  notice 
hère,  as  showing  that  the  archbishop  had  somewhat 
interested  himself  in  endeavouring  to  aid  Dr  Bell's 
views  in  this  matter,  which  will  be  seen  by  the  folio wing 
letter  from  the  Doctor  to  the  Right  Honourable  George 
Rose. 
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*>  Manchester  Street,  Manchester  Square,  March  17,  1808. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

^*  By  the  death  of  Dr  Gregory,  the  vîcarage  of 
Westham,  four  miles  from  London^  is  vacant.  The 
facilitiea  which  that  résidence  would  oflfer  to  my  pur- 
suits  are  so  great,  that  his  grâce  the  archbishop  has 
done  me  the  honour  to  recommend  me  to  the  Duke  of 
Fortland^  in  whose  gift  it  is  ;  Swanage,  scarcely  less 
valuable,  to  be  given  in  exchange  to  one  not  younger 
than  myself.  The  archbishop  read  to  me  the  duke's 
reply^  and  sent  me  to  you.  It  is^  that  he  had  no  immé- 
diate call  for  such  a  living  as  Westham,  worth  from 
iElOOO  to  £1200  ;  but  two  livings,  one  worth  £600, 
and  the  other  worth  £200  or  £300,  would  be  an 
accommodation.  Now  it  is  évident,  that  it  were  vain 
to  search  for  such  accommodation  with  any  hope  of 
obtaining  it  for  the  présent.  You  know  something  of 
my  claims,  and  the  sacrifices  I  bave  made  at  a  great 
expense;  and  you  know  also  the  zeal  with  which  I 
hâve  devoted  myself  to  the  king  and  church,  and  with 
what  success.  Not  thinking  such  an  accommodation 
as  the  duke  desires  practicable  at  présent,  the  arch- 
bishop commands  me  to  exert  myself  in  every  way  to 
obtain  recommendation  to  the  duke  for  exchange  on 
the  ground  he  proposed  ;  and  having  named  you  to  his 
grâce,  he  desired  me  to  apply  to  you.  There  is  no 
great  disparity  in  the  value  of  the  livings  ;  and  mine 
stands  higher  in  honour,  being  a  rectory,  with  an  ex 
officia  patronage  of  a  vicarage  of  near  £200  a-year. 
The  incumbent  more  than  fifty,  and  a  bad  life. 

^'  Swanage  is  most  inéligible  for  my  occupations  in 
town  ;  and  it  were  of  immense  importance  for  me  to 
hâve  Westham,  even  if  inferior  in  value.   I  humbly  and 
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eamestly  solicit  jour  good  offices;  and  am^  dear  sir^ 
with  hîgh  esteem,  your  most  faithftil  and  devoted 

«  A.  Bell." 

To  thîs  letter  Mr  Rose  replied — 

'*  Old  Palace  Yard,  March  22,  1808. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  missed  your  letter  in  Hampshire^  where  ît  wa» 
sent  to  me,  whîch  bas  occasioned  some  delay  in  its 
being  answered. 

*'  I  can  assure  you  witb  tbe  sincerest  trutb,  tbat  it  is 
not  a  fortnigbt  since  I  told  tbe  Duke  of  Portland^  I 
never  would  apply  to  bim  for  ecclesiastical  preferment^ 
knowing  tbe  extent  of  tbe  pressure  on  tbe  minister  în 
tbat  bne — a  conduct  I  observed  towards  Mr  Pitt^ 
tbougb  I  bad  a  brotber-in-law  in  tbe  cburcb  witbout  a 
living.  It  is,  tberefore,  impossible  for  me  to  solicU  bis 
grâce  for  you  ;  but  if  any  représentation  of  mine,  of  tbe 
public  advantage  tbat  would  be  derived  from  your  be- 
ing placed  near  tbe  capital,  would  bave  any  weigbt 
witb  bim,  I  would  cbeerfully  make  it  ;  because  I  bave 
a  strong  conviction  tbat  such  a  measure  would  be  pro- 
ductive of  most  essential  benefit  to  tbe  conmiunity,  by 
afibrding  you  tbe  means  of  not  only  giving  your  atten- 
tion to  your  admirable  System  of  éducation  in  your  own 
person,  but  of  putting  otbers  in  tbe  way  of  being  useful 
in  tbe  same  cause. 

"  Wben  I  bad  tbe  conversation  witb  tbe  Duke  of 
Portland  to  wbicb  I  allude,  be  mentioned  tbe  living  of 
Westbam  being  vacant,  and  I  tbink  be  said  it  was 
wortb  £1200  a-year. 

*^  Tbe  exertions  you  bave  made  entitle  you  to  re- 
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ward,  and  I  sîncerely  wîsh  I  could  contribute  to  your 
receiving  it. 

^*  I  am,  dear  sir,  your  £a.itlifiil  humble  servant, 

^'  George  Rose." 

Hère  thîs  matter  ended,  nor  does  it  appear  that  Dr 
Bell  took  any  further  steps  towards  an  exchange.  In- 
deed  it  is  probable,  that  during  his  second  visit  to 
Durham,  in  the  following  August,  the  bishop  had  held 
ont  hopes  to  him  of  being  enabled  to  promote  his  views. 
From  the  following  passage  in  a  letter  from  Dr  Bell  to 
the  bishop,  written  some  time  after  his  retum  to  the 
south,  it  seems  he  had  been  nominally  appointed  one 
of  the  bishop's  chaplains.  "  I  think,*'  he  writes,  '*  that 
your  lordship  should  be  acquainted  with  the  progress  of 
your  junior  chaplain  through  life.  Contrary  to  my 
rule,  I  beg  leave  to  présent  such  authentic  records  as 
I  haye  at  hand."  To  which  the  bishop,  on  retuming 
the  enclosures,  replied — "  The  testimonials  of  your 
character,  retumed  herewith,  though  highly  honourable 
to  you,  might  be  wanting  to  those  who  do  not  know 
you  ;  but  could  not  contribute  to  place  it  in  a  higher 
Kght  to  me/' 

Shortly  after  this,  Dr  Gray,  in  writing  to  Dr  Bell, 
says — *'  It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  hear  that  every 
thing  has  been  arranged  so  entirely  to  your  satisfaction. 
You  did  not  teU  me,  however,  of  the  flattering  compli- 
ment which  you  personally  received  from  the  good 
bishop,  which  I  rejoice  at  the  more,  as  it  strengthens  a 
conviction  from  which  much  good  must  resuit,  anfl 
secures  to  us  another  visit,  I  trust,  erelong,  if  not  a  per- 
manent settlement  among  us,  I  hâve  told  Mr  Bernard 
tliat  our  object  should  be  to  make  you  a  trustée  of 
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Bamborough  Castle  the  next  vacancy.  The  rest  must 
be  left  to  the  care  of  the  bishop/* 

Just  at  thîs  time  two  valuable  pièces  of  preferment 
in  the  dîocess  of  Durham  became  vacant,  by  the  pro- 
motion of  Dr  Dampier  from  the  see  of  Rochester  to 
that  of  Ely.  Thèse  were  the  twelfth  prebend  or 
canonry  of  Durham,  and  the  mastershîp.  of  Sherbm*n 
hospital,  both  of  which  had  been  held  with  the  see  of 
Rochester  ;  but  which  the  bishop  resigned  on  his  pro- 
motion to  Ely.  Accordingly,  the  Bishop  of  Durham 
determined  on  presenting  the  mastership  of  Sherbum 
hospital  to  Dr  Bell  ;  but  an  unexpected  difficulty  arose 
regarding  the  right  of  patronage,  both  of  the  hospital 
and  the  stall — ^the  question  being  whether  the  crown 
or  the  bishop  had  the  right  to  présent.  In  conséquence 
of  this,  some  communication  took  place  between  the 
bishop  and  the  Duke  of  Portland,  as  well  as  several 
consultations  with  lawyers,  &c.,  the  particulars  of 
which  do  not  appear.  On  this  subject  Mr  Bernard  re- 
marks to  Dr  Bell,  in  a  letter  dated  October  5 — "  No 
reply  has  come  from  the  duke.  But,  in  the  intérim, 
the  bishop  has  reason  to  beUeve  that  the  présent 
patronage  rests  with  himself  ;  and  a  second  letter  has 
been  written  accordingly.  I  hope  he  will  now  havB 
the  pleasure  of  giving  it  you  himself." 

In  référence  to  the  hospital,  he  says  in  the  same  let- 
ter— "  I  hâve  reason  to  beUeve  that  the  clear  income 
is  not  less  than  £1188.  It  îs  three  miles  from  Dur- 
ham. No  résidence  required.  The  centre  building  îb 
the  master's  house  ;  one  wing  the  chaplain's  ;  the  oÂer 
for  the  brethren.  The  house  is  said  to  be  in  bad  con- 
dition." 

Still  no  décision  was  come  to,  and  a  case  was  drawn 


LIFE  OF  DR  BELL.  263 

up  and  submitted  to  Sir  Samuel  Romilly  and  Mr  Ber- 
nard, who  gave  it  as  their  opinion  that  the  crown  had 
a  right  to  présent  to  the  stall  ;  but  that  the  présenta- 
tion to  the  mastership  of  the  hospital  belonged  to  the 
bishop* 

The  first  intimation  of  the  report  of  his  having  been 
appointed  (which,  however,  was  not  a  correct  one — 
the  matter  being  still  in  abeyance)  reached  him  through 
Dr  Gray,  who  wrote  thus  to  him — 

*"  December  31,  1808. 

''  Dear  Sir, 

'*  I  must  express  the  pleasure  with  which  Mrs 
Gray  and  myself,  and  ail  hère,  hâve  heard  a  report, 
which  reached  us  yesterday,  that  you  are  appointed  to 
Sherburn  hospital.  I  must  flatter  myself  that  it  is 
true,  though  I  hâve  no  correct  assurance  of  it  from 
the  bishop,  sensible  as  he  must  be  of  the  satisfaction 
which  it  would  afford  us.  It  would  be,  or  rather 
I  think  it  is,  an  appointment  so  honourable  to  the 
bishop,  and  so  perfectly  adapted  to  your  objects  and 
views,  that  I  could  hâve  no  doubt,  were  I  informed 
that  his  lordship  has  established  his  claim  ta  the 
patronage. 

*'  We  look  with  impatience  for  a  confirmation  of  this 
pleasing  intelligence,  and  trust  that  you  yourself  will 
not  be  the  liast  to  communicate  news,  which  you  must 
know  would  be  so  interesting  and  agreeable  to  us.  .  .  . 
We  shall  ail  go  on  with  great  spirit  when  our  archiépis- 
copal visiter  comes  amongst  us.'* 

The  matter,  however,  still  remained  doubtful.  '^  Law 
is  a  bottomless  pit,"  writes  Mr  Bernard  to  Dr  Bell,  in 
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January  followîng.  '^  The  question  of  the  preferment 
is  not  decided.  But  I  am  not  less  confident  than  I 
bave  been  at  any  period  of  the  business.  I  cannot 
présume  to  hope  that  you  will  be  canonized  as  a  suffer* 
ing  saint." 

Soon  afiter  this  the  bisbop  gave  up  bis  daim  to  the 
stall^  and  Lord  Stamford's  son  wbs  presented  to  it  ;  and 
though  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  told  Dr  Bell, 
^'  that  he  had  it  from  good  authority  that  the  chancel- 
lor  had  him  in  contemplation  in  regard  to  the  hospital," 
the  middle  of  February  arrived,  and  it  was  still  a  dîs- 
puted  point.* 

In  May  Dr  Gray  again  writes  to  Dr  Bell — ^'  Mr 
Bernard  told  me  a  tew  days  since  that  the  matter 
changed  its  form  every  day^  and  that  nothing  could  be 
more  perverse  than  circumstances  which  arose^  though, 
upon  the  whole,  the  prospect  was  not  unfavourable. 
I  intimated  that  you  would  expect  to  hear  from  him  ; 
and  he  assured  me  that  he  had  intended  to  write,  but 
was  prevented  by  uncertainties.  The  bishop  looks  and 
is  well.  I  could  only  urge  to  Mr  B.  what  I  did  to  the 
bishop^  that  nothing  should  be  risked  in  confidence  of 
the  good  intentions  of  the  duke  ;  but  that  the  bishop 
should  proceed  regularly  by  summons,  that  the  yacancy 

*  It  was  the  opinion  of  many  at  the  time,  that,  had  the  patronage  fallen 
to  goyemment,  Dr  Bell  would  certûnly  hâve  been  presented  to  it.  The 
Rey.  Mr  Eyans  of  Andoyer,  on  writing  to  Dr  Bell,  says,  after  mentioning 
that  he  had  heard  of  hîs  haying  been  appointed,  '*  My  pleasure  on  hear- 
ing  this  was  soon  afterwards  much  lessened  on  being  told,  that  the  bishop 
could  not,  in  that  particular  instance,  carry  bis  good  wishes  towards  you 
into  effect.  At  Oxford  my  hopes  were  again  reyiyed  on  bebg  assured  that 
three  of  the  ministers  had  indiyidually  declared  to  différent  persons,  that, 
though  the  patronage  should  deyolye  on  the  crown,  you  would  still  suc- 
ceed  to  the  yacancy." 
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might  not  appear  to  resuit  from  translation^  which 
might  put  the  patronage  on  a  precarious  footing,  and 
that  this  was  a  point  not  to  be  sacrificed  to  the  feelings 
of  the  Bishop  of  Ely.  We  must  hope  for  a  prospérons 
and  speedj  issue  of  the  discussion." 

Matters  were  now  becoming  more  favourable.  It 
was,  however,  necessary  for  Dr  Bell  to  resign  Swan- 
age  préviens  to  being  appointed  to  Sherbum,  which 
had  not,  at  first,  been  contemplated.  This  had  been 
hinted  to  him  some  time  previous,  and  he  had  ex- 
pressed  his  perfect  readiness  to  do  so  ;  but  we  hâve  not 
any  exact  information  of  the  time  when  this  résignation 
took  place.  It  is  probable,  however,  that  it  was  as  soon 
as  his  appointment  to  Sherbum  could  be  looked  upon 
as  certain,  when  an  arrangement  was  made  that  Swan- 
age  was  to  be  given,  in  exchange  for  Sherburn,  to  a 
nominee  of  the  Bishop  of  Durham. 

He  was  coUated  to  the  mastership  by  the  bishop  on 
the  29th  of  May,  ''  having  previously  signed  a  décla- 
ration of  conformity  to  the  thirty-nine  articles  of  the 
Êdth  and  religion  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  to  the 
three  articles  of  the  thirty-sixth  ecclesiastical  canon,  and 
to  ail  things  that  are  contained  in  them." 

He  read  prayers  in  the  chapel  of  the  hospital  on  Sun- 
day  the  4th  of  Juné,  and  a  certificate  of  his  having  donc 
so  was  signed  on  the  day  foUowing  by  the  Rev.  R. 
Tatham  the  chaplaîn,  John  Lookup  the  farmer  of  the 
hospital,  and  two  of  the  brethren,  Stephen  Brass  and 
John  Ayer.  But  although  thus  apparently  put  in 
secure  possession,  it  seems  there  was  still  a  possibility 
of  his  being  obliged  to  vacate.  "  In  congratulating 
you,  my  dear  sir,  on  being  put  into  possession  of  Sher- 
burn hospital,"  writes  the  bishop  to  him  a  day  or  two 
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after  this^  ^^  I  must  not  leave  jou  ignorant  that  it  does 
not  yet  appear  whether  that  possession  will  remain  un- 
disturbed.  Till  this  important  point  is  settled^  you  are 
too  wise  a  man  to  adopt  any  measures  wliich  imply 
permanency.  You  will,  however,  make  such  enquiries 
as  you  judge  necessary,  if  the  issue  be  such  as  I  very 
anxiously  wish  and  hope." 

It  appears  that  no  further  claims  were  made  by  the 
crown,  and  Dr  Bell  remained  in  peaceable  possession. 
There  were,  however,  still  some  troublesome  points  to 
settle  with  hîs  predecessor,  the  Bishop  of  Ely. 

The  first  of  thèse  was  the  amount  to  be  paid  to  Dr 
Bell  for  dilapidations,  which,  from  the  great  extent  of 
the  property  belonging  to  Sherburn  hospital,  was  an 
object  of  considérable  importance.  The  first  offer  from 
the  Bishop  of  Ely  was  contained  in  the  foUowing  extract 
of  a  letter  from  the  Bishop  of  Durham  to  Dr  Bell  : — 

"  MoDgewell,  Jttne  6,  1809. 


'^  On  the  subject  of  dilapidations,  I  transcribe  a  part 
of  a  letter  which  I  hâve  just  received  from  the  Bishop 
of  Ely.  '  I  hâve  now  a  faveur  to  beg  of  your  lordship, 
that  you  will  permit  me  to  offer,  through  you,  to  Dr 
Bell,  the  sum  of  two  thousand  pounds  for  dilapidations. 
During  my  incumbency  very  great  annual  expenses  hâve 
been  incurred  by  me  in  repairs,  and  I  think  the  above 
sum  will  amply  cover  any  that  Dr  Bell  may  find  neces- 
sary.'  This  offer,  on  the  face  of  it,  appears  Uberal," 
continues  the  bishop,  "  and  yet  it  may  be  prudent  to 
hâve  an  examination  made  into  the  state  of  the  build*- 
ings  before  you  accept  it.  From  the  opinion  I  enter- 
tain  of  northern  surveyors,  I  very  much  doubt  whether. 
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if  employed,  they  would  give  you  to  that  amoiint^  as  it 
so  gready  exceeds  any  valuation  which  they  hâve  been 
accustomed  to  make.  It  may  be  discreet  to  con- 
ceal  the  bishop's  offer,  except  from  very  confidential 
frîends." 

This  offer  did  not  amount  to  one-half  the  estimate  of 
dilapidations  which  Dr  Bell  had  made  in  conséquence  of 
the  advice  contained  in  the  bishop's  letter.  The  par- 
ticulars  of  this  estimate  do  not  appear  ;  but  Dr  Bell 
having  sent  his  proposition  to  Dr  Dampier  through  tlie 
Bishop  of  Durham,  received  from  his  lordship  an  àn- 
swer  to  this  effect  : — 

*'  June  18,  1809. 

"  My  dear  Doctor, 

'*  I  must  not  permit  you  to  remain,  for  a  single 
post^  uninformed,  that  your  letter,  with  its  endosure, 
has  reached  me,  and  that  I  purpose  conveying  both  to 
the  Bishop  of  Ely.  The  former  will  concilîate  his  mind 
to  demands  so  infinitely  exceeding  what  he  had  formed 
any  idea  of.  What  measures  he  may  be  disposed  to  pur- 
sue  I  cannot  guess  ;  but  as  I  shall  acquaint  him  that 
you  are  in  London,  and  where  he  will  probably  express 
a  wish  to  see  you,  matters  will,  I  trust,  be  amicably 
settled  between  you.  In  the  mean  time,  I  recommend 
your  stating  your  case  to  our  common  valuable  friend 
in  Wimpole  Street,  and  acting  by  his  advice." 

Six  days  after  this  the  bishop  wrote  again,  saying, 
that  '^  the  Bishop  of  Ely  had  communicated  his  readi- 
ness  to  extend  his  offer  of  dilapidations  at  Sherbum  to 
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three  thousand  pounds/'  ^^  Thîs,"  adds  the  Bishop  of 
Durham,  *'  I  consider  libéral;  and  if  you  concur  in  thîs 
opinion,  you  will  probably  think  it  handsome,  as  early 
as  may  be,  to  sîgnify  your  acquiescence.  Accept  my 
congratulations  on  the  amicable  termination  of  the 
business.  Your  estâtes  will,  I  suppose,  require  looking 
into  ;  and,  as  the  farm-houses  will  be  put  into  good  con* 
dition,  may  be  improved.  I  hâve  something  to  suggest 
upon  the  subject  which  may  be  reserved  till  we  meet,  as 
I  trust  we  shall  meet  in  the  north/' 

It  was  necessary,  however,  before  the  matter  was 
ultimately  concluded,  that,  owing  to  the  still  somewhat 
unsettled  state  of  the  patronage,  Dr  Bell  should  agrce 
to  indemnify  the  Bishop  of  Ely  in  the  event  of  the 
chancelleras  succeeding  in  a  claim,  ''  which,**  says  the 
Bishop  of  Durham,  writing  to  Dr  Bell,  "  I  am  persua- 
ded  he  will  never  make  ;"  and  he  adds — "  I  wish  to 
suggest  whether  any  thing  further  be  necessary  tlian 
your  undertaking  to  lay  out  the  money  in  the  specified 
repairs,  as  what  is  so  expended  would  diminish  the 
dcmand  on  his  lordship.  This  suggestion  you  will  not 
communicate  as  coming  from  me." 

It  appears  that  some  time  still  elapsed  before  the 
matter  was  settled;  as,  on  the  ISth  of  September,  the 
Bishop  of  Ely  himself  wrote  to  Dr  Bell,  probably  in 
answer  to  a  letter.  He  expressed  his  readiness  to  pay 
L.3000,  according  to  the  Bishop  of  Durham's  décision  ; 
and  as  nothing  more  appears  on  the  subject  at  this 
time,  it  was  probably  now  concluded.  At  ail  events, 
this  was  the  sum  which  Dr  Bell  ultimately  received. 

Another  disputed  point  was  regarding  the  period  at 
which  Dr  Dampier's  interest  in  the  mastcrship  ceased. 


LIFE  OF  DR  BELL.  269 

and  consequently  when  Dr  Bell  was  entitled  to  receive 
the  rents.  Légal  opinions  were  taken  in  this  matter  ; 
bnt  nltimately,  at  the  recommendation  of  the  Bishop  of 
Durham^  Dr  Bell  yielded  the  point.  The  bishop  ap- 
pears  to  hâve  given  the  advice  more  for  the  sake  of  end- 
ing  the  dispute  than  because  he  considered  Dr  Dam- 
pier  in  the  right  ;  for  he  says,  in  a  letter  to  Dr  Bell 
about  this  time,  "  I  hope  matters  between  you  and 
the  Bishop  of  Ely  will  soon  be  terminated  in  your 
faveur." 

There  was  also  some  dispute  respecting  the  schedule 
of  furniture,  &c.,  which  Dr  Bell  claimed  on  taking  pos- 
session. On  this  point  the  Bishop  of  Ely  says^  in  a 
letter  of  the  13th  of  September — "  In  regard  to  the 
înventory,  I  received  none  from  my  father,  nor,  I  be- 
lieve,  will  it  be  found  that  he  had  any  from  his  prede- 
cessor.  The  goods  which  belong  to  the  hospital  are 
subjoined  in  a  schedule  to  the  tenantes  lease.  Thus 
I  receiyed  them^  and  thus  do  I  transmit  them  to 
you."  This  matter^  however,  was  settled,  after  some 
delay^  by  Dr  Bell's  taking  the  furniture  in  lieu  of  ail 
demands. 

Having  now  fairly  installed  Dr  Bell  into  the  master- 
ship  of  Sherburn  Hospital^  some  notice  of  this  institu- 
tion will  not  be  deemed  out  of  place.  For  the  follow- 
ing  account  of  it^  I  am  indebted  to  the  ^'  History  of 
Durham^"  by  the  late  R.  Surtees^  Esq.  of  Maipsforth^ 
a  work  of  such  acknowledged  accuracy,  that  I  need  give 
no  other  authority. 

Sherburn  is  situate  a  mile  and  a  half  to  the  south- 
east  of  Durham.  The  buildings  form  a  quadrangle^ 
endosing  an  area  of  about  an  acre.  The  chapel^  con- 
sisting  of  a  nave  and  chancel^  and  west  tower^  occupies 
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the  south-east  angle  of  the  square^  and  is  Btalled  on 
each  side  for  the  use  of  the  hrethren. 

It  was  founded  by  Hugh  Pudsey,  ^'  the  Joly  Byshop 
of  Durham,"  for  sixty-five  lepers,  over  whom  he  placed 
a  steward  to  défend  them  and  theîr  possessions  ;  and 
was  dedicated  to  Christ^  the  blessed  Virgin,  and  Lar 
zarus,  and  his  sisters  M artha  and  Mary.  The  original 
endowment  must  bear  date  before  1181. 

The  foiindation  was  also  added  to,  at  différent  timesi, 
by  William  de  Hamsterly  and  Alexander  de  Kellawe, 
who  added  a  portion  of  land,  and  who  released  a  rent- 
charge  of  five  shillings.  And  by  charter,  dated  1331, 
John  Harpyr,  (son  and  heir  of  Sir  Bichard  Harpyr, 
Knight,)  Lord  of  Thornlaw,  gave  to  the  master  and 
leprous  brethren  of  Sherburn  ail  his  land  in  the  viU 
and  territory  of  South  Sherburn. 

Lastly,  in  1384,  John  Lord  Neville  of  Raby  gave  ^ 
messuage  in  Ebchestre  to  the  house  of  Sherburn  ;  and, 
in  the  same  year,  the  master  of  Sherburn  had  a  grant 
of  full  warren  in  ail  his  lands  of  Sherbome,  Whitwell, 
Garmondswaye,  and  Ebchestre. 

Under  Hugh  Pudsey's  constitution,  revised  and  con- 
firmed,  with  some  additional  régulations,  by  Bishop 
Bichard  Kellaw,  it  appears  that  besides  five  convenir 
of  lepers,  (sixty-five  persons  of  both  sexes,}  with  a 
steward  or  guardian  at  their  head,  there  was  an  esta- 
blishment provided  for  three  priests  and  four  attendant 
clerks,  one  of  whom  at  least  was  required  to  be  a 
deacon.  Of  thèse  priests,  two  were  destined  to  officiate 
at  the  altar  of  St  Mary  Magdalene,  and  the  third  sang 
mass  at  the  chapel  of  St  Nicholas,  which  adjoined  the 
habitation  of  the  leprous  sisters  on  the  south.  Bishop 
Bichard  Kellaw  built  a  new  chapel,  dedicated  to  the 
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Virgin^  at  the  north  of  the  old  chapel^  and  added  a 
fourth  priest^  who  sang  daily  mass^  somewhat  later  than 
the  usual  service,  for  such  of  the  brethren  as  were  pre- 
Tented  bj  infirmity  from  rising  to  hear  matins,  and 
rose  after  their  own  service  was  concluded.  Ail  the 
priests  were  required  to  attend.  But  on  Sundays  and 
festivals,  high  mass  was  celebrated  last  in  the  principal 
chapel,  in  the  présence  of  the  lepers  of  both  sexes,  who 
entered  on  their  respective  sides  of  the  chapel  procès- 
sionally,  preceded  by  their  prier  and  prioress  ;  and 
after  the  conclusion,  departed  again  within  the  veil  of 
séparation.  During  Lent  and  Advent,  ail  the  brethren 
were  required  to  reçoive  corporal  discipline  in  the  cha- 
pel three  days  of  the  week,  and  the  sisters  in  like 
manner  in  the  présence  of  their  prioress. 

The  steward  made  up  his  accounts  four  times  in  the 
year.  He  was  required  to  be  a  priest  of  a  religions 
order,  if  a  proper  person  could  be  found  ;  if  not,  he 
might  be  a  secular. 

The  daily  allowance  of  the  lepers  was  a  loaf  weigh- 
ing  five  marks,  and  a  gallon  of  aie,  to  each,  and  betwixt 
every  two  a  mess  or  commons  of  flesh  three  days  in 
the  week,  and  of  fish,  cheese,  or  butter,  on  the  remain- 
ing  four;  on  high  festivals,  a  double  mess;  and  in 
particular,  on  the  feast  of  St  Cuthbert,  in  Lent,  fresh 
salmon  if  it  could  be  had — ^if  not,  other  firesh  fish  ;  and 
on  Michaelmas  day  four  messed  on  a  goose,  with  fresh 
fish,  flesh,  or  eggs  ;  a  measure  of  sait,  the  twentieth 
part  of  a  razer,  was  delivered  ;  and  when  fresh  fish 
could  not  be  had,  red  herrings  were  served,  three  to  a 
single  mess,  or  cheese  aiid  butter  by  weight,  or  three 
eggs.  In  Lent  each  had  a  razer  of  wheat  to  make 
frumenty,  (simulam,)  and  two  razers  of  beans  to  boil  ; 
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sometimes  greens  or  onîons^  and  every  daj,  except 
Sunday^  the  third  part  of  a  razer  of  bean  meal  ;  but  on 
Sunday^  a  measure  and  a  half  of  puise  to  make  gruel. 
Red  herrings  were  prohibited  from  Pentecost  to  Mi- 
chaelmas^  and  at  the  latter  each  received  two  razers  of 
apples. 

The  lepers  had  a  common  kitchen  and  common 
cook;  fuel  and  utensils  for  cooking  ;  and  the  sick  had 
fire  and  candie^  and  ail  neceesaries^  donec  melioretur 
vel  morietur  ;  and  one  of  the  chaplains  was  assigned 
to  hear  the  confession  of  the  sick^  to  read  the  Gospel 
to  them  on  Sundays  and  holidays,  and  to  read  the 
burial  service  for  the  dead.  The  old  woman  who  at- 
tended  on  the  sick  had  every  day  three  wheaten  loaves 
and  one  mess  of  flesh  or  fish  ;  and  vrhen  a  brother  or 
sister  vras  buried^  the  gravedigger  had  his  méat  and 
drink.  £ach  leper  had  a  yearly  allowance  for  his 
clothing  of  three  yards  of  woollen  cloth,  white  or  russet; 
six  yards  of  Unen^  and  six  of  canvass  ;  and  the  tailor 
had  his  méat  and  drink  the  day  on  which  he  came  to 
eut  out  their  clothes.  Four  fires  were  allowed  for  the 
whole  community.  From  Michaelmas  to  Ail  Saints 
they  had  two  baskets  of  peat  on  double  mess  days^  and 
four  baskets  daily  from  AU  Saints  to  Easter.  On  Christ- 
mas  Eve  they  had  four  yule  clogs,  each  a  cart-load^ 
with  four  trusses  of  straw  ;  four  trusses  of  straw  on  ail 
Saints  Eve  and  Easter  Eve^  and  four  bundles  of  rushes 
on  the  Eve  of  Pentecost^  St  John  Baptiste  and  St  Marjr 
Magdalene  ;  and  on  the  anniversary  of  St  Martin  de 
Sancta  Cruce^  every  leper  reeeived  five  shillings  aad 
fivepence  in  money. 

Yet,  before  the  lapse  of  a  century,  abuses  were  com- 
plained  of.     The  poor  brethren  were  neglected^  their 
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revenues  dîverted  into  private  channels^  and  thé  whole 
establishment  so  rapidly  hastenîng  to  decay^  that  Bishop 
Langley  interposed  his  visitatorial  authority^  and  issued 
his  commission  to  his  temporal  chancelier  to  enquire  into 
the  dilapidations  of  the  hospital  ;  and  on  receiving  the 
report  of  the  commissioners^  he  applied  toPopeEugenius 
IV.,  who  granted  him  a  faculty  to  make  new  rules  and 
ordinances  for  the  better  régulation  and  government  of 
the  hospital.  Under  thèse  new  statutes  it  was  required 
that  the  master,  or  cicstos,  should  be  a  priest,  or  at  least 
that  he  should  take  priest's  orders  within  one  year  after 
his  promotion  to  the  mastership,  that  he  might  govern 
the  house  by  himself  or  deputy,  and  that  he  should  main- 
tain  a  chaplain,  four  clerks,  and  two  boys,  who  should 
be  taught  reading  and  plain  song. 

The  hospital  continued  under  Bishop  Langley's  sta- 
tutes till  1657,  when,  on  the  pétition  of  Antony  Salvin, 
then  mas  ter,  to  Bishop  Tunstall,  Philip  and  Mary 
issued  a  commission  of  enquiry. 

In  1659,  Salvin  was  deprived  for  adhering  to  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion,  (and  confined  at  Kirkby 
Moorside,  in  Yorkshire,)  and  his  place  was  filled  by 
Thomas  Lever,  an  exile  at  Geneva  during  the  persé- 
cution of  Queen  Mary,  and  some  time  master  of  St 
,  John's  Collège,  Cambridge. 

During  the  civil  wars,  Sherburn  suffered,  in  common 
with  every  establishment  that  had  any  thing  to  lose. 
John  Machon,  the  lawful  master,  was  ejected,  (to  use 
hîs  own  words,  "  violently  pulled  and  dispossessed,**) 
and  John  Fenwiek,  a  tradesman  in  Newcastle,  was  put 
in  his  place  by  Sir  William  Emmyn  and  other  parlia- 
mentary  commissioners.  Fenwiek,  under  an  order  from 
Cromwell,  transferred  the  mastership  to  his  son,  John 

VOL.  II.  s 
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Fenwicky  also  a  lajman  ;  and  Machon^  after  having  ^'  in 
rain  demanded  of  the  five  next  justices  to  put  him  in 
possession  of  his  said  hospital^  according  to  the  statutes," 
retired  into  StafFordshire  tili  the  Restoration^  when^  on 
his  pétition  and  the  certificate  of  John  Cosin^  Bishop 
of  Durham^  he  was  fîiUy  reinstated  in  his  office. 

Under  Machon's  mastership^  an  order  was  issued  bj 
Bishop  Gosin  to  admit  none  but  maimed  seamen  and 
soldiers  into  the  hospital^  pursuant  to  an  order  of  the 
king  and  council^  August  7>  1666. 

The  following  are  Bishop  Gosin's  statutes^  which  are 
still  in  force: — 

i|  "  !• — The  master  shall  be  always  a  person  in  holy 

■1  orders,  of  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  at  least,  a 

jl  licensed  preacher,  and  one  who  is  capable  of  businessi^ 

rj  and  applies  himself  to  it^  especially  for  the  maintenance 

/  and  prospérons  state  of  the  hospital. 

'*  2. — The  master^  or  his  deputy  appointed  by  him 
to  act  in  his  name^  shall  usually  réside  within  the  said 
hospital^  for  the  better  ordenng  and  goveming  the 
members  thereof^  according  to  the  ancient  constitution 
of  Thomas  Langley^  Bishop  of  Durham,  saving  to  the 
said  bishop  his  ordinary  jurisdiction  over  them. 

''  3. — The  master^  if  he  be  not  constantly  résident 
in  person,  shall  often  repair  thither,  to  preach  and  read , 
lectures  on  catechetical  heads  to  them,  and  to  enquire 
and  hear  the  complaints  of  the  brethren,  when  they 
hâve  any,  and  to  see  them  redressed. 

'^  4. — The  common  seal  shall  be  kept  by  the  master 
only,  in  a  box  locked  up,  and  not  to  be  trusted  with 
the  deputy  ;  and  the  master  shall  be  always  présent 
when  the  seal  is  put  to  any  instrument* 

<'  5. — The  counterparts  of  the  leases  shall  be  pre- 
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served  in  the  cnstody  of  the  master  himself  ;  and  as 
often  as  there  shall  be  any  occasion  to  trust  any  writing 
ont  of  his  hands^  he  shall  take  a  note  for  the  safe 
delivery  of  it. 

^'  6. — No  démise  of  lands  anciently  used  to  be  de- 
mised,  shall  passotherwise  thanby  thecommon  seal;  and 
no  démise  of  lands  not  demisable  by  Queen  Elizabeth's 
fbandation,  shall  be  counted  ralid  in  law^  though  it  be 
doly  sealed  with  the  common  seal. 

**  7. — Upon  sealing  of  any  lease^  twelve  pence  and 
no  more  shall  be  given  to  erery  member  that  attends 
to  sign  the  lease. 

"  8. — The  demesnes  at  Sherburn  shall  never  be 
demised  by  lease  for  years  or  lives  ;  but  the  whole^  or 
at  least  the  greater  part  thereof^  shall  continue  in  the 
possession  of  the  master  or  his  deputy,  steward  or 
agents  so  that  there  shaU  always  be  maintained  on  the 
ground  a  full  stock  of  young  cattle  of  ail  kinds^  and  a 
Bufficient  quantity  of  hay^  and  stores  of  corn  and  other 
grain  in  the  granaries  to  answer  ail  occasions  of  the 
honse. 

"  Upon  the  death^  cession,  or  résignation  of  every 
master,  so  much  of  his  stock  and  stores  of  ail  sorts  as 
shall  be  prized  to  the  value  of  two  hundred  pounds, 
shall  be  delivered  over  to  the  succeeding  master,  his 
hoirs  or  executors,  or  the  sum  of  twe  hûndred  pounds 
being  paid  in  lieu  and  in  full  satisfaction  for  the 
same. 

'^  10. — For  the  better  securing  of  the  two  hundred 
pounds,  or  stock  or  stores  to  the  value  thereof,  every 
master,  soon  after  his  induction,  shall  be  bound  to  the 
Bishop  of  Durham  in  the  penalty  of  four  hundred 
pounds  for  the  payment  of  two  hundred  pounds,  or 
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8tock  or  Stores  to  that  valae^  to  his  lawfiil  successor  ; 
which  bond  shall  be  lodged  in  the  regîstry  of  the 
bishop's  consistory  court,  to  be  delivered  up  and  can- 
eelled  upon  the  performance  of  the  conditions  by  the 
preceding  master. 

"11.  An  exact  înventory  shall  be  taken  by  every  mas- 
ter at  his  coming  into  his  place  of  ail  the  plate,  house- 
hold  goods,  kitchen  and  brewing  vessels,  utensils  in  the 
dairy,  cellar,  and  for  husbandry,  linen,  bedding,  and  ail 
other  fumiture,  as  well  belonging  to  the  house  of  the 
master  as  the  houses  of  the  brethren,  and  three  copies 
made  thereof  and  signed  by  the  master.  The  one  to 
be  lodged  in  the  register  aforesaid  with  the  bond  for 
L.200,  the  other  to  be  preserved  by  the  master  himsel^ 
and  the  third  to  be  kept  by  the  heirs  or  executors  of 
the  preceding  master,  who  is  obliged  to  leave  the  same 
as  he  received  them  on  his  entrance,  according  to  the 
same  inventory. 

"  12.  The  original  of  thèse  statutes  to  be  safely  lock* 
ed  up  in  the  same  box  with  the  common  seaJ,  to  be 
delivered  with  the  said  seal  to  the  next  lawful  succes- 
sor, by  the  predecessor,  or  his  executors  or  adminis- 
trators  ;  and  a  book  shall  be  prepared  for  common  use, 
wherein  thèse  statutes  and  ordinances,  as  far  as  they 
concern  the  brethren,  shall  be  fairly  written,  with  Queen 
Elizabeth*s  act  of  foundation  in  the  27  th  year  of  her 
reign,  and  such  other  rules  as  shall  hereafter  be  made 
by  any  succeeding  bishop.  Those  rules  conceming  the 
brethren  are  to  be  read  to  the  brethren  at  a  fuU  meet- 
ing once  a  year. 

"13.  A  quarto  book  shall  be  carefiilly  kept  by  the 
master  or  his  deputy,  wherein  shall  be  fairly  entered 
the  names  of  ail  the  présent  members,  and  the  time  of 
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their  coming  in,  and  when  and  befora  whom  they  were 
8wom  ;  and  as  often  as  any  of  them  shall  die,  the  bro- 
ther  who  succeeds  him  shall  hâve  bis  name  entered,  bis 
countiy,  parisb,  bis  âge,  and  tbe  day  of  tbe  year  of  bis 
being  swom,  and  by  wbom,  and  wbom  be  succeeds,  and 
till  tbat  be  done  no  person  sball  be  reckoned  a  brotber 
or  member  of  Sberburn  bouse. 

''  14.  As  many  bretbren  sball  be  lodged  witbin  tbe 
house  as  tbe  ancient  lodgings  will  permit,  and  bave 
nsually  for  many  years  ezisted  tbere." 

Whatever  adyantage  migbt  accrue  to  Dr  BeU  from 
bis  appointment  to  Sberburn  bospital,  it  certainly  was 
somewbat  extraordinary  tbat  tbe  Bisbop  of  Durbam 
should  hâve  sougbt  to  make  it  a  matter  of  excbangé 
when  it  was  discovered  tbat  it  was  untenable  witb  a 
cure  of  soûls — especially  as  it  placed  Dr  Bell  under 
the  necessity  of  requesting  it  as  a  personal  faveur  from 
Mr  Calcraft,  tbat  tbe  bishop's  nominee  migbt  be  pre* 
sented  to  tbe  living  of  Swanage. 

Tbis  gentleman's  name  was  Gale  ;  be  was  sixty-four 
years  of  âge,  and  bad  beld  a  small  living  of  L.150 
a-year  in  Yorksbire.  He  does  not  appear  to  bave  been 
well  fitted  to  succeed  so  active  a  clergyman  as  Dr  Bell, 
and  tbe  change  seems  to  bave  been  much  regretted  by 
the  inhabitants  of  Swanage. 

The  foUowing  letter,  written  by  him  to  Dr  Bell  soon 
after  bis  taking  possession,  is  curions,  and  characteristic 
enougb  to  be  inserted  bere  :— » 

''  Swanage,  Feb.  10, 1810. 
"  My  good  Cousin, 

"  You  beginyours  witb  saying  you  hope  I  am  in  love 
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with  S wanage.  I  told  you  the  moment  I  saw  it,  and  eren 
beforeweamvedatit^mjideaofit  Yon  talk  of smnmer. 
The  fault  is  in  wînter^  ss  you  too  well  know  yon  are 
up  to  the  neck  in  puddle  and  mire  ;  and  in  smnmer  you 
are  smothered  with  the  dust^  and  roasted  in  those  part» 
where  the  houses  are,  by  the  bnming  snn.  The  veiy 
sight  of  the  country  gave  poor  Mr  Sanders  (the  curate) 
the  horrors.  He  is  a  most  excellent  man,  and  has  this 
advantage  over  me,  that  he  can  leave  it  without  loss^ 
and  seek  ont  a  more  pleasant  situation.  I  am  in  a  sad 
mess  with  the  honse  and  the  out-buildings.  Since  I 
hâve  been  hère,  the  carpenters  and  bricklayers  hâve 
never  been  £rom  the  house,  outside  and  in.  Th^  are 
this  day  at  work  at  the  steps  at  the  door  which  goes 
into  the  garden,  the  wet  winter  having  caused  them  to 
give  way  more  than  they  had  before.  Some  of  my 
more  understandîng  and  distant  neighbours,  who  bave 
called  on  me,  say  that  I  ought  to  havo  had  L.400  for 
the  dilapidations  of  the  place,  and  certain  I  am  that 
L.200  will  do  but  Httle  at  it.  Most  of  the  frames  of 
the  Windows  are  so  rotten  that  they  must  bave  new  ones, 
and  one  has  been  put  in.  I  bave  told  the  bishop,  that 
instead  of  doing  me  a  service,  the  expense  of  this  place 
will  be  the  ruin  of  me  ;  and  I  am  most  truly  sony  that 
I  was  so  great  a  fool  as  to  corne  to  it  without  having 
first  seen  it,  and  well  for  me  had  it  been  at  the  bottom 

of  the  sea  before  I  ever  arrived  at  it I 

bave  had  some  pressing  invitations  from  some  truly 
respectable  persons  to  Lulworth,  &c.  &c.,  so  that  I 
shaJl  get  out  of  this  place  probably  for  the  whole  of  the 
summer.  I  wish  I  had  a  house  at  Landaff — ^it  is  as 
pleasant  as  this  is  to  the  contrary.  The  bad  roads,  and 
having  to  send  a  dozcn  miles  for  a  common  hack-chaise. 
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makes  this  a  most  sad  place  for  an  old  man.  I  cannot 
flee  to  make  a  pen^  and  this  is  one  of  Mr  Gover's^  which 
I  nerer  can  wrîte  with.  I  hâve  no  news  of  Swanage^  as 
I  nerer  corne  into  the  town^  having  not  even  exchanged 
a  dish  of  tea.  Once  I  haye  borrowed  a  horse  and  been 
to  Mr  Dampier's^  to  look  at  his  Devonshîre  cattle, 
which  he  will  soon  hâve  in  high  perfection." 

Mr  Grale's  curate^  Mr  Sanders^  who  had  been  recom- 
mended  by  the  Bishop  of  Durham^  was  a  man  of  ability^ 
and  an  active  and  exemplary  clergyman.  He  had  for- 
merly  been  curate  to  Dr  Gray,  and  was  well  known 
to  Mr  Marriot^  who  thus  wrote  conceming  him  to  Dr 
Bell^  préviens  to  his  going  to  Swanage  : — 

"  Rugby  Lodge,  Sept  9,  1809. 

"  My  dearest  Friend, 

'*  On  our  arrivai  at  this  place^  after  a  tour  of  near 
400  miles,  yesterday  aftemoon,  I  was  told  that  I  must 
Write  to  you,  aecording  to  the  wish  of  a  very  valuable 
neighbour,  of  ail  my  many  relations  in  thèse  parts,  who 
is  appointed  under  the  recommendation  of  your  bishop 
to  the  curacy  of  Swanage.  He  is  entirely  unknown  to 
the  inhabitants  and  vicinity,  and  would  be  obliged  to 
any  hody  for  any  introduction  that  would  be  acceptable 
to  him,  and  particularly  rejoice  in  any  kind  act  from 
you  oî  this  sort.  If  you  are  at  the  bishop's,  I  need 
hardly  say  more  ;  but  should  this  be  forwarded  to  you 
elsewhere,  you  may  be  glad  to  know  that  I  firmly  rely 
on  Mr  Sanders'  z^  in  the  cause  he  bas  engaged  in, 
for  making  good  any  deficiency  arising  from  the  rec- 
tor'g  greater  tum  for  antiquities  and  literature  than  for 
derical  duties.     I  bave  no  doubt  he  will  zealously  carry 
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on  the  éducation  of  the  poor^  aiid  it  is  not  my  fault  if 
he  lias  jet  to  leam  how  to  do  this  in  your  way.  I  do 
not  tbink  his  speeches  and  conduct  always  jndicious  ; 
but  you  and  I  hâve  seen  enough  of  mankind  to  adopta 
respecting  men,  Horace's  candid  nile  with  regard  to 
poetry — *  Ubi  plura  nitent  non  ego  paucis  offendar 
maculis^  quas  humana  parum  cayit  natura.'  '' 

Dr  Bell  accordingly  supplied  him  with  ample  intro- 
ductions. ^^  I  was  very  cordially  received,"  Mr  San- 
ders  writes  to  him  after  his  arrivai,  "  by  ail  the  firiends 
to  whom  you  favoured  me  with  introductory  letters, 
and  beg  leave  to  return  you  my  warm  thanks  for  those 
letters,  and  for  the  pleasing  and  valuable  information 
with  which  they  were  accompanied.'* 

Mr  Sanders  did  not,  however,  remain  long  there; 
and  the  only  fiirther  information  we  hâve  on  this  sub- 
ject,  is  contained  in  the  foUowing  extract  of  a  letter 
from  Mr  G.  Manwell  to  F.  Warren,  with  which  we 
must  take  our  leave  of  Swanage  : — '^  I  shall  now 
speak  of  the  state  of  rehgion  at  Swanage,  also  of 
our  late  and  présent  minister,  who  certainly  was  and 
is  a  man  of  singular  character.  The  Rev.  Dr  Bell's 
loss  is,  I  fear,  irréparable  in  Swanage.  His  abilities 
were  eminent,  blended  with  a  gênerons  spirit,  so  as 
to  be  exceedingly  useful  in  such  a  place  as  this.  We 
hâve  now  no  more  books  given  away,  no  encourage- 
ment for  learning,  no  sympathizing  discourse.  The 
Sunday  schools  are  in  a  rapid  décline,  and  no  one  to 
stand  foremost  to  assist  or  encourage  the  smallest  de- 
grée  of  useful  learning.  The  Rev.  Mr  Sanders  I 
doubt  not  but  you  hâve  had  an  excellent  account  of  by 
Mrs  Warren  ;  his  manner  of  life  and  preaching  was 
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truly  evangelical^  and  had  he  contînued  hère  till  thîs 
time,  thé  church  coxild  not  bave  contained  the  people 
that  would  hâve  attended  to  hear  hîm  preach  ;  and  since 
the  weather  was  getting  fine^  it  was  no  uncommon 
thing  for  people  to  corne  near  twenty  miles  on  a  Sun* 
day  to  hear  hîm  preach." 
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CHAPTER  XXVIII. 

Further  progress  of  the  System — Lord  Kenyon's  scholastic  proceedings — 
Establishment  of  the  Durham,  Exeter,  and  Winchester  Diocesan  School 
Societies. 


By  the  détails  already  gîven,  it  has  been  seen  what  ad- 
vances  the  System  was  making  in  various  parts  of  the 
country.  Its  growth,  at  first  slow  and  graduai^  had 
rapidly  qnickened,  and  numberless  coadjutors  and  advo- 
cates  were  continually  springing  up.  Still  something 
was  wanting  to  render  its  diffusion  universal.  Individual 
exertion^  though  strained  to  the  uttermost^  cotdd  not 
accomplish  this;  and  the  minds  of  those  who  were  most 
active  in  the  cause  were  becoming  gradually  awakened 
to  the  necessity  of  union.  Applications  for  schoolmas- 
ters  were  made  ahnost  daily  ;  and  though  Swanage  had 
supplied  some^  and  the  various  institutions  into  whioh 
the  System  had  been  introduced  had  sent  out^  and  was 
still  sending  out^  others^  still  the  supply  was  far  fix)m 
adéquate  to  the  demand. 

Of  the  progress  that  hadlately  been  made^  some  idea 
may  be  formed  from  the  foUowing  letter  from  Mr 
Davis  to  Dr  Bell,  written  in  September  1809  : — 

"  My  dear  Friend, 

"  I  heartily  congratulate  you  upon  the  steady  pro- 
gress  you  are  making  in  the  north.  I  shall  expect  to 
hear  soon  of  the  neighbouring  counties  flocking  for 
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aâsistance  to  the  standard  you  are  now  erecting  at 
Sherbum  house.  I  write  principally  to  tell  you  how 
rapidly  we  are  going  on  m  the  south^  and  to  say  every 
possible  haste  shall  be  made^  at  Gower's  Walk^  to  for- 
ward  the  new  édition  of  your  instructions,  which  îs 
called  for  hère  most  loudly.  In  so  many  places  is  your 
System  establishing  hère,  that  I  begin  to  dread  it  will 
not  go  on  as  it  deserves  for  want  of  a  superintending 
eyo,  or  rather  such  a  visitation  as  you  bave  for  the  last 
two  years  giyen  the  Whitechapel  and  a  few  other  schools. 
That  you  may  judge  a  little  of  what  is  doing,  I  subjoin 
a  list  of  what  bas  lately  occurred. 

^  Aldgate  fVard. — ^A  deputation  visited  White- 
chapel— sent  the  master  there  for  a  week — ^had  the 
head  boy  with  them  for  about  five  weeks  to  about  one 
hundred  children. 

*' Breniwood. — ^Rev.  Towers  sent  for  Sand- 

ford,  (head  boy} — ^kept  him  a  month,  and  planted  the 

System — ^recommended  him  to  Sir  Richard  ,  at 

Dagnam  Park.  Miss  N.  sent  the  mistress  to  G.  Walk, 
and  now  bas  asked  for  Sandford  to  go  to  a  large  school- 
room,  Salisbury,  where  a  lady  had  begun  Dr  Bell's 
plan. 

^'  Pophr. — Patroness  of  a  gîrl's  school  and  the  mis- 
tress came  to  G.  Walk  ;  had  a  girl  from  there,  and  ail 
going  on  well. 

"  Kensington. — Rev.  W.  Armerod  and  Dr  Hamil- 
ton  sent  a  new  mafiter  (a  clever  man}  to  both  schools 
for  two  weeks — then  sent  for  a  boy. 

•*  Marine  Society. — Sir  William  Blizard  and  the 
committee  came  to  Whitechapel — delighted  with  the 
plan — ^letter  of  thanks  to  Mr  D. — on  Saturday  last 
sent  the  new  master  to  walk  the  schools. — N.B.  Five 
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hundred  or  six  hundred  boys  annually  fed,  dothed,  &c., 
from  the  societjr's  ships  at  Deptford. 

^^  Ttvickenham. — A  letter  from  Archdeacon  Cam- 
bridge for  permission  for  a  master  and  mistress  to  attend 
the  scbools,  and  further  assistance.  Mr  and  Mrs  Lr. 
receive  them  to-day  at  Gower's  Walk,  I  beUeve  for  a 
large  establishment. 

"  Plymouth. — G.  W.  Marriot's  friend,  Mr  Saltan, 
sent  a  man  from  a  committee  there — ^part  were  for  Dr 
Bell^  and  part  for  Lancaster;  so  he  was  to  yisit  London, 
and  take  the  best  of  both*  Caught  by  L.^  and  persua- 
ded  to  foUow  him.     W.  D.  saw  him  but  once. 

"  Mr  Oswell's  brother,  a  clergyman  from  Shropshire, 
his  friends,  &c.,  were  at  Whitechapel  on  Saturday  ;  he 
will  want  assistance  in  that  county.  I  continue  to  report 
very  favourably  of  Whitechapel.  I  hope  yon  wiU  think 
it  approaches  to  perfection,  and  Gower's  Walk  is  very 
close  on  its  heels." 

It  appears  from  this  acconnt  alone  that  the  demand 
for  teachers,  &c.,  was  rapidly  increasing  ;  and  this  Dr 
BeU  had  foreseen,  and  in  ail  his  publications  had  more 
or  less  alluded  to.  So  early  as  1805  he  recommended 
that  a  Board  of  Education,  on  a  similar  footing  to  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  should  be  established.  ïn  1808 
he  published  a  ^'  Sketch  of  a  National  Institution  for 
training  up  the  Cliildren  of  the  Poor  in  moral  and  reli- 
gious  principles,  and  in  habits  of  usefiil  industry^" 
wherein  he  enters  at  great  length  into  the  object 
and  nature  of  such  an  institution.  Affcer  some  pre- 
Uminary  observations,  and  stating  that,  with  ail  the 
advantages  England  possesse^,  both  as  regards  its  pure 
and  apostolic  government  in  the  church^  and  its  model 
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of  a  free  constitution  in  the  state^  '^  the  children  of  the 
poor  are  not  unfrequently  bred  in  the  grossest  préju- 
dice, ignorance,  and  error,"  he  says — "  To  remedy 
this  evil  by  an  institution  complète  in  its  principles, 
simple  in  its  forms,  effectuai  in  its  opération,  cheap 
in  its  provisions,  and  adéquate  in  its  end,  is  the  grand 
desideratum  in  the  political,  moral,  and  religions  world.*' 
He  then  proceeds  to  develop  his  plan  : — '^  Now  I  say, 
that  for  this  estabUshment  the  church  présents  to  the 
State  the  most  appropriate  facilities  and  advantages 
which  the  fondest  friends  of  the  System  could  hâve 
framed  on  its  behalf.  Nothing  remains  to  be  added, 
no  new  and  unprecedented  burden  to  be  imposed,  no 
expense  to  be  incurred  for  that  without  which  every 
System  is  of  small  avail — ^feithful,  able,  and  professional 
superintendence  and  control.  The  schools,  with  their 
masters  and  mistresses,  would  naturally  fall,  and  by  the 
spirit  of  the  canon  law  (and  even  in  its  letter,  if  adapt- 
ed  to  the  existing  state  of  the  church  and  of  éducation} 
do  ahready  fall,  under  the  inspection  and  direction  of 
the  parochial  clergy."  He  then  proceeded  to  show  how 
well  the  Madras  System  was  adapted  to  be  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  church  ;  and  how  easy  it  would 
be,  in  the  first  instance,  for  the  législature  to  estabhsh 
schools  under  the  parochial  clergy,  who  were  bound  to 
see  to  the  instruction  of  their  parishioners,  and  who 
might  so  easily  effect  this  through  the  powerful  aid  of 
the  new  System.  He  excused  himself  from  subjoining 
to  this  basis  of  a  national  institution  what  may  be  caUed 
the  ways  and  means  of  carrying  it  into  effect,  &c.,  on 
the  plea  of  his  numerous  interruptions  and  avocations, 
and  that  "  his  province  was  experiment,not  spéculation." 
In  the  same  year,  as  we  hâve  seen,  he  drew  up,  when 
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at  Dorham,  a  plan  of  an  institution  for  training  masters, 
upon  which,  in  fact,  the  **Barrington  school**  was 
established.  In  this  paper,  after  speaking  of  the  actî- 
vity  of  the  dissenters,  and  the  inactivity  of  the  ehnrch, 
he  thus  continues — '*  Thîs  I  speak  of  the  schools  wîth- 
in  the  pale  of  the  church.  Other  societies^  who  are 
more  alive  to  their  true  interests,  hâve  for  some  time 
acted  on  the  prînciple  of  tuition  by  the  scholars  them- 
selves  ;  but  not  with  full  effect^  because  they  hâve  net 
hitherto  imbibed,  or  at  least  followed  up,  the  true  spirit 
of  the  simple  System.  They  are  now  sensible  of  their 
error,  and  simplifying  theb  instructions  for  schools, 
stripping  them  of  their  quackery^  and  brînging  them 
nearer  and  nearer  to  the  just  standard  as  to  the  mode 
of  instruction,  and  hâve  many  agents  giving  to  their 
doctrines  a  wide  spread  ;  while  we  are  idle  and  unoon-^ 
cemed  spectators,  surrendering  to  the  enemies  of  the 
church  those  cannon  which  were  planted  on  our  citadd 
for  its  defence  and  security." 

A  train  had  thus,  in  some  measure,  been  laid  for  the 
National  Society  ;  but  before  we  corne  to  the  realiza- 
tion  of  thèse  plans,  we  hâve  some  preliminary  steps  to 
make,  and  the  proceedings  of  several  new  and  most  in- 
fluential  advocates  of  the  System  to  notice.  Lord  Kenyon 
comes  among  the  first  of  thèse,  of  whose  exertions  Mr 
Marriot  thus  speaks  in  a  letter  to  Dr  Bell  early  in  1801  : 
— "  Lord  Kenyon,  in  whose  neighbourhood  (Flintshire) 
there  was  lately  a  great  stir  made  by  Lancaster^  imme- 
diately  exerted  himself  with  zeal  to  make  the  carrent  flow 
with  the  church  under  your  auspices,  and  wrote  to  me 
for  a  large  supply  of  ail  the  publications  necessary  to  dis-> 
seminate  a  proper  knowledge  of  what  had  been  done 
undor  the  sanction  of  the  establishment,  and  your  guid* 
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ance.  I  sent  three  *  Eléments  of  Tuition/  two  dozen 
Extracts^  one  dozen  '  Lambeth  Sermons/  one  dozen 
'  Sketches  of  a  National  Institution/  and  two  *  Ber- 
nards/  the  latter  with  a  caution.  We  cannot  bear  the 
latter  part  of  it^  and  Lord  Radstock  and  Park  are  as 
angry  as  we  are.  Surely  he  might,  witbout  incurring 
the  charge  of  bigotry,  bave  made  a  distinction  between 
jour  plan  and  L.'s^  as  to  their  respective  adaptation  to 
the  purposes  of  the  establishment^  in  a  book  dedicated 
to  a  bishop," 

Afiter  thèse  and  some  other  preliminary  steps^  his 
lordship  commenced  the  establishment  of  a  school  in  his 
own  neighbourhood^  of  which  we  find  the  following 
account  sent  by  Mr  Marriot  to  Dr  Bell  : — 

"Augtt8t27rl811. 

"  My  excellent  friend  Lord  Kenyon  is  just  bringing 
ail  his  good  intentions  to  bear  in  a  school  for  two  hun- 
dred  children^  which  I  saw  yesterday.  Davis's  boy  is 
to  be  hère  on  Michaelmas  Day  to  set  the  good  work  on 
foot^  and  the  parish  (]one  consisting  df  six  différent  town- 
flhips^  and  of  18^000  acres  of  land^  with  a  proportionate 
population)  is  to  be  informed  that  the  founder  of  the 
institution  only  wishes  to  be  called  upon  by  more  nu* 
mérous  appUcants  for  an  increase  of  the  building  ;  and 
at  the  same  time  he  announces  to  the  dergy  and  his 
other  neighbours,  that  every  facility  shall  be  extended 
from  his  school  to  any  they  may  wish  to  organize  ^  à 
la  Madras.^  A  stone  monument^  with  ^  Madras  Edu- 
cation' inscribed,  and  a  Bible  and  Common  Prayer- 
Book  beneath^  is  to  appear  in  the  centre  of  the  front.  I 
ought  to  hâve  added^  that  the  school  is  so  placed  as  to 
be  convenîent  for  other  parishes  in  which  Lord  Kenyon 


288  UFE  OF  DR  BELL. 

bas  property,  aa  well  as  that  of  Hanmer^  in  wliich  he 
résides.  I  found  the  rector  of  Chirk  and  Erbistock 
(to  which  place  he  was  preferred  by  tbe  late  Bishop 
Horsley,  whose  chaplain  he  was)  at  Lord  Kenyon's  when 
I  arrired,  and  he  stayed  two  days  with  us.  He  was 
ahnost  uninformed  on  the  righi  side  of  Madras  éduca- 
tion^ but  we  did  not  ^  leave  him  dead,'  as  the  captain  did 
the  sleeping  sentinel.  He  appears  a  very  promising  cou- 
vert, and  bas  pledged  himself  just  as  we  could  bave  wish- 
ed,  both  as  to  bis  own  parishes  and  the  gênerai  cause." 

The  boy  mentioned  bere,  whose  name  was  Clark,  had 
been  educated  at  Gower's  Walk  since  1808.  Before 
going  on  bis  présent  mission  he  had  been  organizing  a 
school  inlSlO  atBuryton,  near  Petersfield,  Hampshire— 
Mr  Davis  havîng  been  applied  to  by  tbe  Rev.  Mr  On- 
slow,  vicar  of  that  place.  Hère  he  remained  about  two 
months,  when  he  retumed  to  Gower*s  Walk,  and  con- 
tinued  there  as  teacher  till  he  was  sent  for  to  organize 
tbis  school  for  Lord  Kenyon  at  Penley.  Hère  he  was 
lodged  at  the  master's  bouse,  and  was  fully  occupied  for 
between  four  and  five  months,  bis  lordship  visiting  tbe 
school  several  times  each  week  during  tbis  period,  and 
regularly  examinîng  the  classes.  After  Clark  had  com- 
pleted  the  organization  of  tbis  school,*  througb  bis  lord- 
ship he  assisted  in  introducing  the  System  into  several 
other  schools  in  the  neighbourbood,  at  Whitchurch, 
Overton,  Sbrewsbury,  &c.,  remaining  altogether  up- 
wards  of  six  months  in  that  part  of  the  coudtry. 

*  Lord  KenyoD  was  so  well  pleased  with  ClarVs  services,  that,  od  his 
departure,  he  presented  him  with  a  ûlver  watch,  having  a  hive  surrounded 
with  flying  bées  engraved  on  it,  and  inscribed  with  **  The  reward  of  Me<* 
rit,**  and  **  Leam  to  live."    He  also  gave  him  a  sîlTer  medal. 
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The  System  was  also  introduced  into  Ohester  about 
this  time  through  Lord  Kenyon's  influence^  wbich  Mr 
Davis  thus  alludes  to  in  wrîting  to  Dr  Bell — 

"October80,181L 

"  As  I  have  room,  I  can  now  give  you  more  gratîfy- 
ing  information  than  the  above.  Lord  Kenyon  bas  had 
a  boy  from  Gower's  Walk,  who  bas  succeeded  so  well, 
and  bas  so  deligbted  bis  lordsbip^  tbat  be  bas  been 
labouring  to  interest  tbe  Bisbop  of  Gbester^  and  witb 
no  small  snccess.  Tbe  dean  (Cbolmondeley)  bas  re- 
quested  a  boy  to  assist  in  Madrassing  a  scbool  at  Cbes- 
ter  of  100  boySy  and  afterwards  to  attend  five  otber 
scbools  wbere  be  bas  influence  ;  and  tbe  dean  bad  pre- 
viously  been  joined  to  tbe  new  society  by  Mr  Matbias^ 
and  be  is  now  corresponding  witb  bim^  and  is  sending 
tbe  head  boy  of  Wbitecbapel,  a  very  smart  and  intelli- 
gent lad." 

Affcer  Clark  returned  from  flintsbire^  be  was  em- 
ployed  in  organizing  a  scbool  at  Blytb^  in  Nottingbam- 
sbire,  mider  tbe  auspices  of  tbe  Dowager-Ducbess  of 
Newcastle  and  General  Graufurd  ;  one  under  tbe  Duke 
of  Newcastle  in  tbe  same  county^  and  anotber  at 
Tidcel;  and  baving  tbus  spent  about  a  year,  be  re- 
tomed  to  Gower's  Walk,  and  was  apprenticed  to  tbe 
printing  business  tbere. 

We  must  now  retum  to  Durbam,  wbere^  as  bas  been 
related^  tbe  Madras  System  had  abready  taken  deep 
root.  The  bisbop  of  tbat  diocess,  in  establisbing  tbe 
Barrington  scbool^  bad  conferred  a  most  important 
benefit  on  the  county  ;  and  the  opérations  thus  auspi- 

VOL.  n.  T 


290  LIFE  OF  DR  BELL. 

ciouslj  commenced,  were  now  about  to  be  followed  up 
on  a  more  extended  scale. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  clergy  of  the  diocess  of  Durham, 
held  at  Newcastle  on  the  5th  of  September  1811,  the 
Archdeacon  beîng  in  the  chair,  a  séries  of  résolutions 
were  entered  into,  of  which  the  following,  being  the 
most  important,  are  extracted  hère  : — 

^'  That  the  facility  of  giving  instruction  to  youth 
has  been  much  advanced  bj  the  discovery  of  a  mode 
of  tuition,  conducted  through  the  agency  of  the  scholars 
themselves. 

^'  That  the  greatest  benefit  which  mankind  can 
dérive  from  this  interesting  discovery,  consists  in  its 
appUcation  to  the  purpose  of  mond  and  reUgious 
instruction. 

^'  That  the  direction  and  superintendence  of  religions 
instruction,  and  a  diligent  application  of  the  means  ofr 
fered  for  its  improvement,  constitute  a  very  essentkJ 
part  of  the  pastoral  office. 

*^  That,  animated  by  a  strong  sensé  of  this  impor- 
tant duty,  we  hâve  for  some  years  contemplated  with 
thankfulness  the  zealous  exertions  and  libéral  contribu- 
tions of  the  Lord  Bishop  of  this  diocess  for  the  intro- 
duction, support,  and  extension  of  the  new  System  of 
éducation  at  Auckland,   Durham,    and  many  other 


'^  That,  amongst  other  acts  of  munificence,  we  dis- 
tinguish  with  a  Uvely  interest  that  ample  and  perma- 
nent provision  which  his  lordship  has  made,  in  the 
Barrington  school  at  Auckland,  for  training  masters, 
who  are  enabling  themselves  to  employ  their  talents  in 
spreading,  throughout  the  diocess,  the  application  of 
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this  powerAil  method^  under  the  direction  and  care  of 
the  parochial  clergy. 

"  That  ît  is  highly  proper  that  we  should  express  to 
fais  lordship  our  sincère  gratitude  for  thèse  efforts  of  his 
patemal  care^  and  our  utmost  readiness  to  contribute^  as 
&r  as  shall  be  in  our  power^  to  the  still  fiirther  exten* 
sien  of  the  benefits  which  the  rising  génération  may 
dérive  from  the  due  exécution  of  this  salutary  System. 

^^  That^  in  order  to  give  effect  to  thèse  our  senti- 
ments and  intentions^  it  is  expédient  that  a  society  be 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  mutual  advice  and 
assistance^  and  so  producing  uniformity  in  our  endea- 
TOurs  to  exécute  thèse  charitable  purposes  ;  of  opening 
and  maintaining  a  constant  correspondence  wîth  each 
other^  and  with  any  provincial  or  gênerai  society  that' 
may  hereafiter  be  instituted  with  the  same  views  and 
designs  ;  and  of  giving^  in  the  exécution  of  this  System^ 
ail  such  information  and  other  assistance  as  shall  be  in 
oiur  power. 

"  That  such  of  the  laity  as  concur  in  the  above 
sentiments^  be  eamestly  requested  to  unité  with  the 
dergy  in  the  formation  and  support  of  such  a  society. 

*'  That  this  meeting  do,  and  it  does  hereby,  form 
itself  into  a  society  for  the  purposes  above  mentioned  ; 
and  that  this  Society  be  denominated^  ^  A  Society  for 
the  Education  of  the  Children  of  the  Poor,  according 
to  the  System  invented  by  Dr  Bell^  and  under  the 
snperintendence  of  the  Parochial  Clergy.' 

'*  That  thèse  our  resolutions  be  laid  before  the  Hon- 
omrable  and  Right  Révérend  the  Lord  Bishop  of  this 
diooess^  and  that  his  lordship  be  requested  to  accept 
the  office  of  patron  of  the  society." 
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To  thèse  resolutions  a  list  of  the  clergy  and  others^ 
who  had  become  members  of  the  committee^  was  ap- 
pended. 

In  addition  to  this^  the  bishop  wrote  a  circular  letter 
to  ail  hîs  clergy,  in  which,  speaking  of  this  society,  he 
says — "  This  appears  to  me  one  of  the  most  elîgible 
and  effectuai  means  of  providing  for  the  poor  in  gên- 
erai, such  a  degree  of  éducation  as  will  enable  them 
to  read  the  Holy  Scriptures  with  benefit.  I  shall, 
therefore,  be  much  gratified  by  your  giving  to  this 
Society  ail  the  encouragement  and  assistance  in  your 
power." 

The  Society  also  circulated  a  "  Sketch  of  theîr  Régu- 
lations/* which  stated  that  the  objects  of  the  society 
were  to  collect  and  make  known  information  of  the 
wants  of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  the  diocess  of  Durham 
in  respect  to  éducation,  and  to  contribute  by  pecuniary 
and  other  aid  to  the  establishment  of  new  schools  ac* 
cording  to  the  Madras  System,  and  to  the  remodeling 
of  others  ;  and  that  their  attention  would  be  particu- 
larly  drawn  to  the  providing  of  well-qualified  school- 
masters. 

There  also  was  to  be  both  a  central  and  a  district 
committee,  which  were  to  hold  sittings  on  the  second 
Thursday  in  every  month,  and  at  any  other  times  that 
might  be  desired. 

The  design  of  this  society  being,  as  bas  been  seen, 
to  promote  the  sound  and  reUgious  instruction  of  the 
poorer  classes,  their  first  object  was  to  procure  a  gên- 
erai list  of  those  parishes  which  required  assistance  in 
providing  for  the  éducation  of  their  respective  poor. 
This  was  now  obtained  through  the  bishop's  exertions, 
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and  assistance  was  promptly  aflforded  wherever  the 
population  was  most  numerous^  and  the  means  of  pro- 
curing  it  least  effective. 

Gircular  letters  were  likewise  addressed  to  the 
ministers  of  towns  and  country  parishes^  apprising 
them  that  the  co-operation  of  the  society,  in  the  way 
most  acceptable  to  the  parties  concerned^  might  be 
depended  on,  wherever  a  libéral  subscription  should 
hâve  been  made  by  the  proprietors  of  lands  or  mines, 
or  other  persons  of  opulence,  in  their  respective  districts 
— the  plan  of  the  society  not  being  confined  to  the 
establishment  of  new  schools,  but  comprehending  the 
encouragement  and  conditional  support  of  parochial 
schools  already  instituted. 

At  the  time  that  this  society  was  being  instituted  at 
Durham,  another  was  rising  up  in  Devonshire,  chiefly 
through  the  exertions  of  Sir  Thomas  Acland,  who, 
having  several  times  visited  the  schools  at  Whitechapel, 
sent  for  a  boy  from  thence  to  organize  a  new  school, 
which  had  been  built  near  his  résidence.  Upon  this 
Mr  Marriot  thus  observes,  on  enclosing  to  Dr  Bell  a 
letter  he  had  received  from  Sir  Thomas — '*  I  can- 
not  help  adding  a  letter  from  Sir  Thomas  Acland, 
whose  admiration  is  not,  like  that  of  too  many  others, 
found  in  his  professions,  but  who  built  and  established 
a  school  on  the  jubilee  day,  for  ail  the  poor  near  his 
country  résidence,  and  set  the  good  work  on  foot  with 
a  Madras  adept." 

TThis,  however,  was  only  a  preliminary  step  ;  and  in 
August  Dr  Bell  received  a  letter  from  Sir  James 
Riddell,  who  was  then  staying  at  Eillerton,  (Sir  Tho- 
mas's  seat.)  • 
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"  My  dear  Sir,  "  KUierton,  Augiut  9,  isii. 

"  It  is  with  very  sincère  pleasure  that  I  hâve  to 
acqnaint  you,  that  my  friand  Sir  Thomas  Acland,  vith 
that  zeal  with  which  he  ever  pnrsues  whatever  may 
tend  to  the  good  of  his  fellow-creatures,  is  at  présent 
employed  in  endeavouring  to  form  a  society  for  esta* 
hlishing  schools  on  the  Madras  System  of  éducation, 
throughout  the  county  of  Devon. 

'^  He  has  aJready  influenced  the  Bishop  of  Exeter, 
(who,  by  the  way,  in  his  primary  charge,  very  eamest- 
ly  recommended  to  his  clergy  to  adopt  your  System  in 
their  respective  parishes,)  Lord  Rolie,  and  several  ci 
the  principal  gentlemen  of  the  county,  now  assembled 
at  Exeter  on  account  of  the  assizes,  in  his  faveur  ;  and 
yesterday  a  partial  meeting  took  place,  to  consider  of 
the  best  mode  of  putting  it  into  exécution..  On  ac- 
count of  the  shortness  of  the  notice,  the  meeting  was 
not  so  well  attended,  and  Uttle  business  vas  done  ;  but 
to-day  there  will  be  a  second,  where  I  most  eamestly 
hope,  and  hâve  every  reason  to  believe,  that  ail  that  Sir 
Thomas  wishes  may  be  realized. 

"  I  now  Write  to  you,  knowing  with  what  pleasure 
you  will  reçoive  the  above  information,  and  to  acquaint 
you  that  you  wiD,  in  a  day  or  two,  reçoive  frpm  the 
secretary  a  formai  communication  of  their  plans,  accom* 
panied  by  an  earnest  request  for  your  personal  assist- 
ance if  you  hâve  at  présent  sufficient  leisure;  if  not,  for 
your  advice,  as  to  the  best  mode  of  carrying  their  plans 
into  effect,  by  letter. 

'^  Sir  Thomas  wishes  a  school  to  be  established,  in 
the  first  instance,  at  Ëxeter,  as  well  for  the  éducation 
of  the  inhabitants  of  that  town,  (the  schools  there  at 
présent  not  containing  more  than  300  or  400  children,) 
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as  for  a  nursery  for  schoolmasters  and  mistresses^  the 
same  as  at  Bishop-Auckland. 

**  The  knowledge  of  the  Bishop  of  Durham's  plans^ 
for  sending  ont  the  children  when  qualified^  and  of  the 
kind  of  assistance  which  he  renders  to  parish  schools 
in  his  diocess^  would,  I  should  imagine^  be  of  the  great- 
est  use  to  them.  I  shall  write  to  Mr  Birkett  for  what 
information  he  can  give  me  on  the  subject^  either  re- 
questing  him  to  send  it  directly  to  Sir  Thomas  Acland^ 
or  through  me. 

"  I  believe  that  you  are  ahready  acquainted  with  my 
friend^  if  not^  I  must  now  introduce  you  to  each  other  ; 
perhaps  you  may^  if  you  hâve  time^  write  to  him  :  his 
address  is  Killerton^  near  Exeter^  Devon.  I  must 
just  add^  as  a  Airther  reason  for  activity  on  the  part 
of  the  well-wishers  of  the  estabhshment  of  Church  and 
State^  that  Mr  Lancaster  has  said  that  he  intends  to 
visit  this  county  in  October^  and  has  made  use  of  some 
very  extraordinary  expressions;  as^  for  instance^  that 
*  he  comes  with  royîJ  authority/  and  *  that  he  will 
teach  the  people  of  Devonshire  a  lesson  that  will  sur- 
prise them^  and  such  as  they  hâve  not  been  used  to.' 

^'It  appears  a  strange  infatuation  that  persons  attached 
to  our  Establishment  should  ever  give  any  encourage- 
ment^ directly  or  indirectly^  to  such  a  man. 

'^  The  person  whom  I  had  sent  to  Bishop-Auckland 
has  retumed  instructed  to  my  heart's  désire^  and  expe- 
rienced  such  attention  from  Mr  Birkett  and  the  school- 
master^  as  I  shall  ever  feel  grateful  for. 

*^  I  consider  myself  infinitely  indebted  to  you  for 
having  paved  the  way  for  his  réception,  and  request 
that  you  will  reçoive  my  best  thanks.  I  am  ever,  my 
dear  Sir,  your  obliged  fHend  and  servant, 

*'  James  Riddell." 
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The  Society  was  accordingly  *at  once  formed  on 
principles  nearly  similar  to  those  on  which  the  national 
Society  was  subsequently  founded.  It  was  to  be  called 
'^  The  Society  for  promotbg  the  Education  of  the 
Poor  in  the  Oounty  of  Devon  and  City  of  Exeter^  in 
the  Principles  of  the  Established  Ghurch,  and  on  Dr 
Belles  plan.'' 

The  business  of  the  society  was  to  be  conducted  by 
a  commîttee,  to  consist  of  a  président^  six  vîce-presi- 
dents,  thirty  directors,  a  treasurer^  and  two  secretarieB, 
and  five  of  them  to  be  a  quorum.  A  quarterly  meet- 
ing was  to  be  held  at  the  castle  of  Exeter^  and  an 
annual  one  in  Exeter^  ^'  for  the  purpose  of  auditing 
the  accounts^  electing  directors  and  officers  for  the  en- 
suing  year,  and  transacting  the  other  gênerai  business 
of  the  society/'  In  Exeter  a  central  school  was  to  be 
established,  "  for  the  united  purposes  of  educating  the 
children  of  parents  of  ail  dénominations,  and  instruct- 
ing  masters  and  teachers  for  other  parts  of  the  coun- 
try/'  The  Bishop  of  Exeter  was  to  be  président  of 
the  society,  and  the  dean  and  dignitaries  of  the  cathe- 
dral  raembers  of  the  gênerai  committee,  e:c  officia. 

At  the  time  that  this  society  was  instituted.  Sir  T. 
Acland  wrotc  to  Mr  Davis,  saying — '^  That  the  com- 
mission with  which  he  was  about  to  trouble  him  would 
give  him  so  much  pleasure,  that  he  should  make  no 
apology  for  the  liberty.  It  is,"  he  continued,  "no 
less  than  to  request  y  ou  to  order  of  Mr  Lovell  five 
hundred  copies  of  Dr  Belles  instructions  for  conducting 
Bchools  on  the  Madras  System,  and  also  the  same  num- 
ber  of  copies  of  the  ^New  School'  by  Thomas  Bernard, 
Esq.  With  a  recommendatory  letter  from  our  bishop 
(and  président,)  thèse  are  to  be  sent  to  every  clergy- 
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man  in  the  countj  by  a  society  this  day  established  for 
the  purpose  of  diffusing  the  knowledge  of  Dr  Belles 
plan  in  the  county^  for  encouraging^  assisting^  and 
establishing  his  schools  to  the  utmost  extent  of  their 
fonds;  and  more  immediately  for  establishing  a  large 
school  in  Exeter^  as  well  for  the  inhabitants  as  for  the 
éducation  of  schoohnasters^  and  as  a  model  for  others 
to  follow.  I  trust  you  will  think  this  an  object  worthy 
of  Dr  Bell's  présence,  and  perhaps  you  will  hâve  the 
goodness  to  forward  a  letter  to  him  for  me  by  the 
shortest  and  most  certain  conveyance." 

In  sending  this  letter  to  Dr  Bell,  Mr  Davis  informed 
him  that  600  *'  Instructions  "  were  sent  off  the  day 
before  by  coach,  and  that  he  had  written  to  Hatchard  to 
send  twenty  copies  of  the  ^'  New  School  ;  "  and  added — 
^^  I  say  to  you  in  confidence,  that  I  dîd  not  feel  zealous 
enough  to  recommend  the  extensive  circulation  of  a 
book  which  says  so  much  of  L.  I  wrote  to  Sir  Tho- 
mas, and  told  him  what  I  had  done,  and  merely  saîd, 
that,  not  being  quite  clear  who  was  the  pubUsher,  I 
had  ordered  twenty  from  Hatchard's  j  that  I  believed 
there  was  a  good  deal  in  the  book  about  Lancaster; 
but  if  he  received  and  approved  of  those,  he  could 
order  the  next  himself  direct." 

Sir  Thomas  Acland's  letter  to  Dr  Bell  contained  an 
eamest  invitation  to  visit  him  at  Killerton,  for  the  pur- 
pose  of  assisting  them  in  their  undcrtakings,  and  at  the 
same  time  informed  him  of  what  their  plans  were. 

To  this  the  Doctor  replied  as  foUows — 

^  Sherbnrn  House,  Dorham,  17th  Âugost  1811. 

''  Dear  Sir  Thomas, 

"  I  was  going  to  acknowledge  the  notice  which 
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our  friend  Sir  James  Riddell  had  given  me  of  your 
proceedings^  when  I  am  honoured  with  yoor  further 
communications  and  resolutions.  I  need  scarcely  say 
how  much  I  feel  gratified  by  the  prospectus  of  ail  you 
are  doing^  and  how  totally  unnecessary  any  apology 
must  be  for  conferring  on  me  so  great  an  obligation,  as 
to  enable  me  to  be  of  any  use,  if  any  use  I  can  be  of, 
to  your  noble  and  grand  designs. 

^^  Nothing  can  be  more  auspicious  than  your  com- 
mencement with  roy  late  honourable  prelate  in  the 
chair,  who  has  uniformly  distinguished  the  cause  of 
religious  éducation  with  his  marked  attention  and 
faveur.  My  présent  honourable  patron  and  diocesan 
was  hère  shortly  after  I  had  received  your  packet,  and 
was  greatly  pleased  with  seeing  that  his  views  were  so 
happily  embodied  in  your  resolutions  and  proceedings. 
The  resolutions,  which  I  had  just  had  time  to  run  over, 
his  lordship's  chaplain  carried  with  him  to  Durham,  to 
impart  to  Mr  Bouyer,  prebendary,  who  is  most  zeal- 
ously  and  actively  employed  in  this  good  work,  and 
who  is  himself  the  father  of  schools  of  industry  in 
Lincolnshire.  Of  the  resolutions,  I  can  at  présent  only 
say  that  they  appeared  to  us — ^to  them  and  to  me-— 
most  proper.  I  observed  only  a  restriction  as  to  books, 
which,  as  it  is  worded  and  put  so  exclusively,  might 
give  rise  to  objections,  and  would  deprive  your  schools 
of  the  most  valuable  and  useAil  books  published  by  the 
Society  for  bettering  the  condition  of  the  poor  :  Such 
are,  1.  The  Life;  2.  The  Parables;  3.  The  Miracles; 
4.  The  Discourses  of  our  blessed  Saviour.  Packets  of 
such  books  are  made  up  at  Hatchard's,  and  sold  for  5s., 
one  guinea,  and  three  guineas. 

^^  In  carrying  your  scheme  into  effect,  it  seems  to 


LIFE  OF  DR  BELL.  299 

me  only  requisite  that  you  go  on  as  you  hâve  begun. 
Your  great  diffîculty^  your  sole  dîfficulty^  need  be  in 
regard  to  a  maater.     This  single  obstacle  bas  done 
more  mischief  tban  can  be  imagined,  by  those  who  bave 
not»  like  me^  experienced  its  unhappy  conséquences. 
The  vant  of  a  schoolmaster  bas  defeated  several  pro- 
jects  of  schools^  and  unfit  or  improper  ones  bave  pro* 
duced  a  great  failure  in  tbe  attempts  of  tbe  best  dis- 
posed  managers  of  scbools.     Wbile  I  was  at  Swanage^ 
I  was  often  able  to  dig  youtbs  ont  of  tbe  stone-quarries 
there;  but  since  I  resigned  that  living^  I  bave  often 
been  most  grievously  disappointed  in  my  attempts  to 
obtain  fitting  and  qualified  men.     It  was  tbe  first  diffi* 
cnlty  I  foresaw,  and  sougbt  to  provide  against^  in  tbe 
ficbeme  of  spreading  éducation  among  tbe  poor^  and  it 
is  tbe  last  I  expect  to  remedy.    In  reply  to  tbe  primary 
address  I  received  from  tbe  rector  and  trustées  of  tbe 
Whitecbapel  scbools^  I  urged  tbe  necessity  of  making 
provision  for  future  masters^  if  tbey  sougbt  to  eztend  to 
otbers  tbe  blessings  wbicb  tbemselves  felt  and  acknow*. 
ledged.     At  Lambetb,  I  dwelt  long  and  mucb  on  tbe 
facility  of  an  establishment  for  training  masters^  wbicb 
peculiarities  in  tbe  endowment  of  tbe  parocbial  scbool, 
on  wbicb  was  engrafted  tbe  new  scbool^  afforded.   I  also 
pressed  tbe  considération  of  tbis  point  on  tbe  men 
highest  in  station  and  dignity^  and  was  flattered  with 
the  hope  of  a  législative  moasure  to  tbis  effect.     In  tbe 
prospectus  of  the  Marylebone  Scbool  on  a  large  scale, 
the  training  of  masters  constituted  an  original  brancb. 
Stilly  bowever^  tbe  good  Bishop  of  Durham  bas  alone 
acted  on  this  principe  and  is  actuaUy  training  boys 
for  this  purpose^  several  of  whom  bave  already  been 
very  ùsefiil  in  modeling  scbools,  and  several  bave  taken 
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charge  of  Bchools.  It  requires  a  length  of  tîme  to  grow 
the  bojs^  now  on  his  foundation^  into  men  ;  and  there 
is  wanting  in  tlie  metropolis  an  institution — a  central 
and  model  school^  ^such  as  my  friend  Davis's  school  at 
Gower's  Walk,)  with  an  establishment  for  training^  in 
constant  succession^  two  men^  one  of  whom  may  bo 
ready  to  take  charge  of  such  schools  as  ofFered. 

'^  In  this  State  of  things  it  will  be  requisite  that  some 
of  the  committee  look  out  for  a  man  of  capacity^  who^ 
above  ail  things^  should  be  docile^  and  he  should  go 
where  he  can  reçoive  practical  instruction.  When  he 
has  opened  his  school^  and  has  made  such  progress  as 
he  can,  then  it  would  be  that  I  could  probably  be  of 
most  use  to  your  designs.  It  is  much  my  wish  to  give 
you  my  attendance  when  it  can  be  of  real  benefit  ;  and 
I  would  faih  hope  that  I  may  be  able  to  be  with  yon 
when  you  are  once  fairly  begun. 

"  It  were  only  to  add  unnecessarily  to  the  trouble  of 
deciphering  my  hand,  to  give  any  other  instructions  for 
the  economy  of  the  school  than  those  which  are  pub- 
lished.  When  I  hâve  again  the  pleasure  of  hearing 
from  you,  I  shall  be  able  to  say  more  definitely  what  I 
may  be  able  to  do.  In  every  event,  the  master,  lus 
character,  and  capacity,  and  docility  in  learning,  are  of 
the  utmost  moment.  AU  else  will  be  of  no  avail  when 
this  is  wanting. 

^^  I  hâve  the  honour  to  be,  dear  Sir,  with  hîgh  esteem, 
your  most  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

"  A.  Bell." 

Another  diocesan  Society  was  constituted  before  the 
close  of  the  same  year  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  when 
the  bishop  of  that  diocess  convened  a  meeting  at  St 
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John*8  Houee, Winchester,  at  which  he  presided.  *^  The 
full  and  respectable  attendance  of  the  clergy,"  says  Mr 
Iremonger,  in  his  suggestions,  *'  on  this  occasion,  was 
the  surest  earnest  of  the  future  welfare  of  the  society 
then  forming  for  instructing  the  infant  poor  within  the 
county,  on  the  plan  of  Dr  Bell,  in  the  principles  and 
doctrines  of  the  Ghurch  of  England,  and  in  such  other 
leaming  as  would  be  profitable  for  them  in  their  condi- 
tion of  life.  The  lord  bishop  was  elected  président, 
and  the  nobîlity,  gentry,  and  laity  were  eamestly  in- 
vîted  to  co-operate  with  the  clergy  in  this  charitable 
and  excellent  undertaking." 

In  the  middle  of  September,  Mr  Davis  wrote  from 
Gloucestershire  to  Dr  Bell,  saying,  that  since  he  had 
been  there,  he  had  received  a  long  letter  from  Sir 
Thomas  Acland,  requesting  from  him  ail  sorts  of  infor- 
mation  respecting  the  proceedings  of  their  society,  and 
the  management  and  arrangement  of  the  school,  to 
which  he  said  he  had  *'  given  a  long  reply,  which  he 
hoped  would  prove  usefiil." 

Mr  Marriot  also,  in  a  letter  to  Dr  Bell,  says — 

'' September  18,  isn. 

*'  I  am  told  that  the  Exeter  society  hâve  sent  a  copy 
of  your  volume  to  every  clergyman  in  the  diocess. 
Their  fond  is  aheady  from  £600  to  £1000;  and  the 
annual  subscription  nearly  £260." 
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CHAPTER  XXIX. 


The  System  introdaced  into  Chnst's  Hospital  and  the  Clergy  Orphan  Selux^ 
Plan  proposed  for  a  Classical  School  on  the  System — ^Dr  Marsh*s  Ser- 
mon at  St  Paurs. 


SucH  were  the  advances  which  the  Madras  System  had 
made^  and  was  still  making.  Its  gênerai  adoption, 
which  Dr  Bell  at  one  tîme  thought  would  not  occur  dfl 
a  future  génération,  had  taken  place  in  hîs  own  time^ 
and  under  his  own  immédiate  superintendence.  Mean- 
while  the  advocates  of  the  cause  in  the  metropolis  were 
not  idie;  but  before  we  proceed  to  follow  out  theîr 
opérations,  it  will  be  necessary,  in  conséquence  of  the 
first  proposais  that  were  made,  to  see  what  Dr  Bell's 
opinions  and  intentions  were  with  regard  to  the  applî- 
cability  of  the  System  to  the  éducation  of  the  higher 
orders  of  society,  as  well  as  to  notice  some  of  the  steps 
which  had  hitherto  been  taken  to  promote  that  object. 
The  first  classical  institution  that  had  adopted  ît,  was 
the  preparatory  school  of  Christ's  Hospital  ;  the  trea- 
surer  of  which,  it  appears  from  a  letter  from  Mr  D.  P. 
Watts  to  Dr  Bell,  had  visited  Whitechapel  school  early 
in  1807,  and  was  ^^  convinced  of  the  utility  and  excel- 
lence of  the  plan,'*  which  he  had  said  '^  he  would  en- 
deavour  to  adopt,  if  difficulties  peculiar  to  the  ancient 
régime  did    not   prevent   it."     In   March  following. 
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seyeral  of  the  govemors  visited  the  school,  havîng  hoard 
of  it  from  the  treasurer;  and  the  System  was  some 
tîme  afterward  introduced.  Of  its  results  there^  Mr 
Davis  thus  writes  to  Dr  Bell — 

"  Leytonstone,  October  14, 1810. 

"  My  dear  Friend, 

^'  I  longed  to  say  something  to  you  about  Christ's 
Hospîtal  school  at  Hertford  ;  but  it  was  not  till  Friday 
that  I  was  able  to  go  there.  I  took  a  passport  firom 
the  treasurer,  which  was  lucky,  as  the  grammar  master, 
beîng  a  man  of  some  conséquence,  would  probably  hâve 
referred  me  back  to  some  authority  for  admittance.  As 
it  was,  I  suspect  he  did  not  approve  of  my  presumption 
in  examining  hîs  classes — thèse  not  being,  as  I  suppose, 
his  first  object,  he  hurried  my  wife  and  me  to  look  at  the 
buildings  and  the  children  at  dinner.  You  may  be  sure 
I  could  not  find  much  of  Dr  Belles  System  with  him, 
or  his  poor,  dear,  neglected  boys  ;  but  he  said  for  my 
consolation,  (when  I  told  him  plainly  what  was  the  pur- 
port  of  my  visit,)  that  the  System  was  practised  in  the 
Ujfwer  school.  There,  in  the  aftemoon,  we  went,  and 
there  I  and  my  wife  were  delighted  almost  to  tears. 
An  intelligent,  well-disposed,  unobtrusive  master,  able, 
active,  diligent,  correct,  cheerfiil  teachers,  happy  boys, 
ail  employed — ^the  hum  of  industry,  maxked  books, 
registers,  &c.,  beautiftilly  kept  ;  reading  and  ciphering 
alter  your  own  heart — ail  bespoke  the  carefulness  and 
attention  which  had  been  paid  to  the  directions  given. 
The  few  remarks  which  I  took  the  liberty  of  making 
were  gratefuUy  received  ;  and  the  master,  Mr  Whitter, 
is  soon  to  come  to  Whitechapel^  to  see  if  he  can  take 
or  give  any  useiul  hint.   I  must  shortly  make  this  report 
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to  our  Mend  Mr  Watts,  who,  as  a  govemor,  will  hâve 
authority  to  move  for  some  notice  to  be  taken  of  sucb 
a  man,  and  that  proper  rewards  be  also  bestowed  npon 
his  admirable  teachers.  What  a  blessing  to  see  the  plan 
thus  taking  root  in  the  most  important  establishment  in 
the  kingdom!     .... 

'^  I  am,  my  dear  sir,  your  ever  affectionate  friend, 

«  W.  M.  Davis." 

Préviens  to  the  date  of  this  letter,  Dr  BeU  had 
turned  his  attention  more  particularly  to  the  snbject  of 
applying  his  System  to  classical  éducation  ;  and  we  find 
him  thus  writing  on  the  subject  to  Mr  D.  P.  Watts — 

^  September  14»  1809. 

"  By  the  by,  I  hâve  taken  a  new  work  in  band.  It 
is  to  publish  hints  in  regard  to  tbe  application  of  the 
Madras  System  to  classical  éducation — I  should  say,  its 
A  B  C,  or  first  rudiments.  For  this  purpose,  I  want 
to  coUect,  for  the  sake  of  selecting  examples,  and  of  ré- 
férence, if  need  be,  ail  the  Latin  rudimentSy  grammarSy 
vocabularies,  exercises,  introductions  to  syntax,  &c. 
It  is  merely  simple,  easy,  initiatory  books,  and  not  be- 
yond  thèse,  that  I  mean  to  go.  It  occurs  to  me,  that, 
through  your  classical  friends,  you  may  perhaps  be  able 
to  recommend  some  which  may  suit  my  purpose,  and 
which  might  escape  my  notice,  and  even  order  them 
for  me.  Among  thèse  I  would  especially  mention  the 
Latin  grammar  used  at  Ghrist's  Hospital,  and  any 
small  vocabulary  of  radical  words. 

'*  To  any  other  person,  I  should  make  an  apology 
for  troubling  him  with  such  matters;  but  though  I 
affix  a  very  inferior  comparative  importance  to  this  task, 
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yet  I  conceive  ît  wîll  not  be  without  its  use,  if  it  should 
lead  to  a  new  economy  of  discipline  in  our  inferiùr 
schoolsJ^ 

Mr  Watts  accordingly  procured  him  some  of  the  class 
of  books  he  wanted,  and  he  proceeded  with  the  prépa- 
ration of  his  intended  work  as  fast  as  his  other  mani- 
fold  occupations  would  allow.  He  does  not,  however, 
appear  to  hâve  succeeded  according  to  his  wishes  ;  for 
although,  in  February  1811,  he  had  written  to  Mr 
Murray  concerning  its  publication,  in  August  following 
we  find  him  thus  writing  to  Mr  Davis — "  As  to  the 
Ludiis  lÀterariicSf  at  which  I  so  often  toiled,  and  toiled 
in  vain,  when  the  mind  was  engage d  in  other  offices, 
and  distracted  with  varions  perplexities,  invita  Minerva, 
nothing  can  be  done  to  the  purpose.  In  its  présent 
State,  it  is  altogether  unfit  for  any  eye.  I  must  wait 
the  retum,  if  ever  it  return,  of  a  disembarrassed  mind* 
Till  then  nothing  that  is  worth  doing  can  be  done." 

In  November  he  again  thus  writes  to  Mr  Davis — 
"  I  still  stop  hère,  (Keswick,)  finding  plenty  of  occu^ 
pation,  and  being  left  quiet  and  undisturbed,  which  is 
not  always  my  lot,  and  able  to.give  my  mind  to  what 
I  am  about.  I  hâve  no  doubt  that  I  shall  be  able  so 
far  to  please  myself  with  the  Lvdus  Literarius,  by  lop* 
ping  off  redundancies,  being  less  minute  and  particular, 
as  to  go  to  press  with  it  as  soon  as  the  new  édition  of 
the  Instructions,  and  of  the  Madras  School,  are  pub* 
lished.  I  hâve  given  a  pledge,  and,  independently  of 
that,  it  is  not  my  custom  to  abandon  what  I  bave  once 
iaken  in  hand,  when  I  know  it  to  be  true  and  devout^ 
ly  to  be  wished." 

About  this  time  he  appears  to  hâve  written  again  to 

VOL.  II.  u 
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Mr  Murray,  for  we  find  the  foUowing  remarks^  on  the 
subject  of  Dr  Bell's  publications,  in  a  letter  from  faim 
— "  I  think  I  agrée  in  the  propriety  of  stereotypîng 
your  original  essay,  in  order  that  it  may  remain,  for 
ever  and  unalterably,  the  mémorial  of  your  discoveiy  ; 
but  as  you  hâve  made  already  many  improrements 
uponyour  plan,  and  are  likely  to  make  more,  this  first 
work  will  be  bought  chiefly  from  curiositj/,  every  per- 
son  will  naturally  choose  the  improved  édition  for  zise; 
therefore  I  would  suggest  that  you  not  only  stéréotype 
the  original  essay,  but  make  it  ^fuc-simile  in  type  and 
size.     I  do  not  quite  understand  your  meaning  to  Jarm 
the  '  first  part  of  the  new  Madras  school,  with  faints 
for  classical  schools.'     I  présume  that  you  intend  to 
publish  an  entirely  new  book;  but  this  you  &jx  ex- 
plain  hereafter.     I  think   it  of  great  importance   to 
you,  and  essential  to  the  gênerai  cause,  that  you  should 
not,  upon  any  account,  allow  your  books  to  remain 
ont  of  print;  for,  if  yours  be  withdrawn  from  circulatloDy 
others  will  be  insinuated.     I  bave   now  sold  every 
copy  of  the  Madras  School,  and,  indeed,  I  bave  dis- 
posed  of  more  than  two  hundred  copies  of  the  Instruc- 
tions sent  yesterday.  .  .  .     Therefore  your  improve- 
ments  in  both,  but  perhaps  more  particularly  in  the 
Instructions,  should  be  made  instantly  ;  for  tbis  îs  the 
précise  moment  when,  by  aviûUng  myself  of  the  public 
attention  to  the  subject,  and  of  the  fEbvourable  impres- 
sion excited  by  our  able  review  of  it,  I  would  thrust  it 
into  every  corner  of  the  three  kingdoms.     We  might 
print  5000,  and  certainly  not  less  than  3000  ;  and,  as 
well  to  demonstrate  as  secure  my  heartiness  in  your 
cause,  I  will  pay  ail  expenses  of  this  and  the  other 
Works,  and  place  half  the  profit  to  your  account  ;  but 
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you  will  never  again  hâve  the  tide  at  the  ebb  as  it  ia 
now.     Avail  yourself  of  ît,  therefore,  I  beseech  you." 

From  a  liât  at  the  ond  of  tbis  letter^  it  appears  there 
were  only  thirty-eîgbt  copies  of  the  original  "  Experi- 
ment"  remaining^  on  which  Dr  Bell  thus  remarks 
in  his  reply — *'  You  must  retain  for  me  ail  the  thirty- 
eight  copies  of  the  first  édition — the  original  experi- 
ment  of  1797 — or  as  many  as  you  bave  left.  I  want  to 
bînd  them^  and  send  them  to  public  and  private  libra- 
ries  throughout  the  kingdom.  If^  indeed^  for  any  par- 
ticular  purpose  a  copy  should  be  wanted  by  a  friend  or 
a  foe^  I  would  lend  or  give  (not  sell}  it^  so  that  at  least  ^ 
twenty-four  copies  be  retained  for  my  disposai  ; — ^no- 
thing  but  thèse  original  copies — no  stéréotype — ^no  fetc- 
simile  will  serve  my  purpose." 

It  seems^  from  a  rough  draft  of  a  dedication  to  the 
Bishop  of  Durham^  dated  1811^  that  Dr  Bell  intended 
to  bave  published  the  '^  Ludus  Literarius"  without 
loBS  of  time.  It  was  not^  however^  published^  from' 
some  cause  or  other^  until  1815. 

Meantime  the  System  had  been  introduced^  chiefly 
through  Lord  Radstock's  exertions,  into  the  Clergy  Or- 
phan  school  at  Lisson  Grove.  We  find  the  first  account 
of  this  in  a  letter  from  bis  lordship  to  Dr  Bell,  dated 
August  23, 1810 — ^^  I  am  very  sure,"  he  writes,  '^  that 
I  must  bave  told  you  that  I  am  as  bot  and  bent  upon 
introducing  the  Madras  System  into  the  Clergy  Orphan 
school  as  eyer  was  its  most  illustrions  founder  to  esta* 
blish  it  elsewhere.  More  I  could  not  say,  and  to  bave 
said  less  would  hâve  fdlen  short  of  my  feelings. 

^^  Besideshavingbeen  once  to  the  Asylum  to  enquire 
into  the  improving  state  of  the  Bellonean  System,  I 
hâve  been  often  at  the  Clergy  Orphan  school  to  spur 
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up  and  put  upon  full  stretch  the  désires  and  most  ardent 
wishes  of  îts  mistress  to  see  the  above  System  carried 
into  exécution  at  Lisson  Grove.  For  this  purpose  I 
hâve  twice  carried  her  and  two  of  her  pupils  to  Gower*s 
Walk,  by  way  of  at  once  seizing  the  buU  by  the  horns. 
This  way  of  going  to  work  will,  I  well  know,  meet  the 
approbation  of  your  manly  and  enterprising  spirit.  The 
girls  were  delighted,  and  the  mistress,  if  possible,  more 
80.  In  order  to  tighten  the  cord,  I  yesterday  invited 
the  Davises,  Mrs  Case,  (schoolmistress  of  Lisson 
Grove,)  Mr  Embry,  our  worthy  secretary,  Mr  White, 
Sir  T.  B.,  and  Archdeacon  Cambridge,  to  talk  the 

matter  over  at  my  house Mrs  Case  is  gone 

this  day  to  Gower's  Walk  with  no  less  than  five  of  her 
girls,  as  I  wish  ail  the  teachers  to  see^  that  they  may 
believe,  for  young  persons  are  often  as  incredulous  as 
credulous  ;  therefore,  when  we  are  anxious  to  fix  se- 
rious  truths  in  their  minds,  'tis  ever  best,  when  prac- 
ticable,  to  bring  the  matter  home  to  their  censés.  To- 
morrow  I  shall  go  once  more  to  Gower's  Walk,  as  ît 
will  be  the  last  opportunity  I  shall  hâve  of  seeing  that 
most  indefatigable  and  most  excellent  of  men.  I  mean 
to  take  Mrs  C.  and  the  girls  again  with  me  ;  for  I  am 
confident  that  the  more  thèse  little  créatures  see  of  this 
System,  the  more  they  will  be  convinced  of  its  pleasant- 
ness  and  utility.  Mrs  C.  and  the  girls  are  just  arrived, 
as  I  desired  her  to  make  my  house  a  baiting-place  for 
her  on  her  retum. 

"  I  know  not,  my  dear  friend,  when  my  heart  has 
been  more  truly  gratified  than  during  the  last  half  hour 
that  I  hâve  been  passing  with  our  young  pupils — the 
poor  little  soûls  appear  so  thankful  and  grateful,  and  so 
afixious  to  see  the  machine  put  in  motion.     In  a  word, 
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Providence  seems  to  smile  iipon  us^  and  promise  that  ail 
will  go  right.  With  what  heartfelt  joy  I  contemplate 
tbis  heavenly  prospect,  none  can  judge  better  than  your- 
self.  But,  amidst  ail  tbe  joy  and  transport,  I  bad 
nearly  forgot  one  tbing,  and  tbat  certainly  no  triile.  It 
is,  tbat  I-r-I — I  (ougbt  I  to  blnsb  at  my  pride  in  saying 
it  ?)  may  bave  tbe  bonour  of  adding  tbe  name  of  tbe 
aever-to-be-forgotten  Andrew  Bell  to  tbe  Ust  of  my 
subscribers.  Sir  T.  B.  will  give  you  one  of  tbe  society 
books,  wbicb  will  let  you  into  âll  its  mysteries.  I  fear 
tbat  I  sball  bave  tired  you  to  deatb  witb  tbis  endless 
scrawl  ;  but  I  sbould  find  it  no  easy  task  to  quit  eitber 
you  or  tbe  subject,  even  taken  separate,  but  wben 
nnited,  it  is  a  tbing  tbat  notbing  but  necessity  could 
render  practicable/' 

A  few  days  after  tbe  date  of  tbis  letter  from  Lord 
Radstock,  Mr  Marriot  writes  to  Dr  Bell  on  tbe  samé 
subject — '*  You  bave,  I  believe,  participated  in  tbe 
plan  lately  set  on  foot  by  tbe  excellent  Lord  Radstock, 
for  making  ail  tbe  clergy  orpbans  Madrassians,  at  Icast 
in  tbe  joy  wbicb  ail  tbeir  well-wisbers  must  bave  felt, 
tbat  sucb  an  improvement  sbould  be  brougbt  to  bear 
in  tbe  discipline  of  tbat  important  seminary.  You 
sbould  bave  beard  from  me,  wbetber  I  could  bave  found 
time  or  not,  bad  not  bis  lordsblp's  letter  informed  me 
tbat  you  were  apprised  of  tbe  design,  I  find  it  bas 
endcd  in  visitings  between  Lord  and  Lady  R.  and  Mr 
and  Mrs  Davis,  wbo  are  to  dine  in  Portland  Place  on 
Tuesday  next,  and  meet  a  party  of  govemors  of  tbe 
cbarity.  Tbis  cbaracter,  by  tbe  by,  Davis  bas  just 
assumed,  and  I  bope  will  actively  engage  in,  at  leasc 
till  tbe  Madras  System,  in  masters  and  scbolars,  is 
tborougbly  rootcd  and  establisbed,     I  tbink  tbe  great 
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boon  never  yet  made  so  important  a  conquest  în  this 
country^  as  the  citadel  now  proposed  to  be  stormecL 
The  school  at  Lisson  Grove  is  the  ùfily  cAar%8chool  I 
know^  of  any  extent^  which  would  fonn  a  stepping-stone 
between  ordinary  schools  for  the  lowest  rank  and  the 
dassical  ones^  to  which  I  trust  you  yourself  are  stOl 
detcrmined  the  infection  shall  be  carried.  If  the  plan 
is  consummated^  Lord  R.  will  be  the  happiest  of 
men." 

*'  I  cannot  tell  you,"  writes  Dr  Bell  în  a  letter  to 
Mr  Davis,  *'  how  happy  I  was  made  by  a  report  of 
our  invaluable  friend.  Lord  Radstock,  of  what  he  is 
doing  in  regard  to  the  orphan  dergy,  and  of  your  being 
employed  for  tho  purpose  :  every  where  we  get  forward, 
and  shall  get  forward/' 

The  System,  from  this  time,  succeeded  well  în  thîs 
institution,  and,  in  April  1811,  we  find  the  foUowing 
account  in  a  letter  from  Mr  Watts  to  Dr  Bell  : — 

'^  Our  mutual  friend,  my  noble  neighbour  (Lord 
Radstock,)  has  called  just  as  I  was  preparing  to  seal 
my  letter,  and  desires  me  to  insert — '  That  her  Majesty 
has  consented  to  be  the  patroness  of  the  school  for 
the  clergy  orphan  daughters,  since  it  has  been  put 
under  the  Madras  System;  that  the  good  efFects  of 
the  new  System  are  apparent;  that  thirty  or  forty 
ladies  of  quality,  and  of  known  attachment  to  the 
interests  of  the  poor,  especially  to  the  éducation  of  their 
children,  will  become  superintendents  of  this  good 
institution  ;  and  that  a  printed  report  will  soon  be  cir- 
culated  on  this  auspicious  event,  in  which  the  name 
and  merits  of  the  author  of  the  Madras  System  will  be 
mcntioned  with  marked  acknowledgment/ 
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'^  It  is  understood  that  the  patronage  of  the  Queen 
is  the  resuit  of  the  représentation  from  the  commîttee^ 
through  the  médiation  of  the  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury,  and  the  concurrence  of  some  prelates.  I  believe  I 
may  venture  to  say  that  our  noble  friend  lias  been 
active  in  furthering  this  désirable  event." 

The  Queen  accordingly  became  patroness,  and  the 
Bishop  of  London  président  of  the  institution  ;  and  soon 
ailerwards  a  report  was  published,  statîng — "  That  an 
important  altération  had  been  made^  since  the  last  anni- 
versary  report,  in  the  mode  of  instruction  pursued  in 
the  school,  by  the  adoption  of  the  Madras  System  of 
éducation;*'  and,  after  giving  a  brief  account  of  its 
origin  and  results,  ît  continued — '*  No  plan  bas  yet 
been  proposed,  from  the  gênerai  application  of  which  so 
much  and  such  unmixed  good  can  be  expected,  as  that 
for  which  this  country  and  many  other  parts  of  the 
habitable  globe  are  indebted  to  the  piety,  philanthropy, 
and  unexampled  labours  of  Dr  Bell." 

Hère,  then,  was  a  successfiil  experiment  of  the  work- 
îng  of  the  new  System  in  a  school  for  the  higher 
classes.  Something,  however,  was  still  wanting  to 
fîilfill  the  wishes  of  Dr  Bell,  and  those  persons  whose 
views  were  gradually  more  and  more  enlarging  on  this 
subject,  and  ît  was  not  long  before  this  object  was 
accomplished.  Mr  Davis,  who  was  then,  next  to  the  ori- 
gînator,  the  most  inde&tigable  advocate  of  the  System, 
had  been  anxiously  revolving  the  matter  in  his  mind  ; 
and,  in  February  1811,  we  find  him  thus  describing 
his  views  to  Dr  Bell,  having  previously  urged  his 
coming  to  London — "  I  must  reserve  ail  I  hâve  to  say," 
hc  writes,  "  till  1  sec  you,  on  the  subject  of  training 
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young  men  and  women.     I  want  nothing  to  stimulate 
me  in  the  cause  but  seeing  my  way  clear,  which  I  con- 
fess^  at  présent;  I  do  not.     I  hâve  a  strong  suspicion 
that  nothing  will  be  sufficient  for  this  purpose  but  a 
classical  establishment^  to  which  this  might  be  an  appen- 
dage.     Such  an   establishment  we  must  hâve.     My 
idea  is  for  ten  or  twenty  gentlemen  to  subscribe  from 
one  hundred  to  two  hundred  pounds  each^  buy  pre- 
miseS;  &c.,  and  obtain  a  proper  classical  master,  (who 
should  be  under  your  superintendence  ;)  that  there 
should  be  a  matron  to  attend  to  the  domestic  concems^ 
and  that  as  many  children  should  be  received  as  possible. 
Subscribers  of  course  to  bave  a  préférence,     I  bave 
no  doubt  but  the  moment  such  a  plan  was  made  pub- 
Uc,   applications  for  admission   would  be   numetoos. 
I  bave  not  yet  named  this  idea  to  any  one  ;  but  I  am 
anxious  to  see  your  classical  work  and  receive  your 
advice." 

In  reply  to  this  Dr  Bell  wrote — '^  It  is  not  only  by 
what  you  hâve  done  that  I  am  so  mucli  delighted,  but 
also  by  what  you  are  going  to  do,  My  mind  is  full  of 
classical  schools,  and  in  search  of  something  practical. 
Your  mind  is  tuming  on  the  same  subject,  and  has 
produced  what  is  so  much  wanted.  It  is  through  a 
classical  school  we  are  to  come  on,  and,  as  I  will  show 
in  my  new  book,  ftilfiU  our  work,  and  reflect  back  in 
four  ways  on  the  charity  schools  for  the  poor.  I  ara 
perfectly  satisfied  from  the  imperfect  essay  at  perfect 
teaching  of  the  classics,  already  made  with  the  monitors 
of  the  Barrington  school,  though  they  are  entirely 
without  the  helps  which  I  propose,  how  much  may  be 
done,  Such  a  contrast  between  thèse  boys  and  those  of 
a  certain  classical  school  I  havc  visîted,  can  scarcely  be 
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imagined  ;  but  my  work  in  hand  convinces  me  more 
and  more  theoretically^  as  the  Auckland  school  does 

practicallj;   what   may   be   done 

As  to  your  scheme  of  a  classical  school,  I  defy  you  to 
go  wrong  in  any  other  way  than  by  the  delay  of  a 
moment.     Begin,     Go  to  work.     Success  will  follow. 
AU  you  hâve  to  do  is  to  get  a  Mr  and  Mrs  Lovell — a 
married  man,  if  it  can  be  done,  for  your  master  ;  if  not, 
the  best  you  can  get.     Lose  no  time.     If  you  could  get 
the  master  of  a  school  somewhat  established;  if  you 
could  get  into  a  school  bogun  or  beginning,  and  couvert 
the  master  to  your  use,  it  would  save  tîme,  trouble,  and 
difiBculty  ;  if  you  cannot,  do  not  think  of  buying  and 
building  promises — this  is  too  tedious — ^but  rent.    The 
master  should  be  a  respectable  scholar.     He  must  be 
capable  and  willing  to  compose  (compile)  my  ABC 
books  for  me.     RecoUect  what  I  wrote  to  you  from 
Swanage  about  your  little  devils,  errand-boys,  and  type- 
boys.     Now  I  do  aver  you  need  digest  nothing,  as, 
after  ail  your  digesting  and  consulting,  you  will  just  end 
(if  you  end  rightly)  as  you  had  begun,  and  chalked 
eut  to  me.    Nothing  more  is  to  be  done  :  it  is  wcll  done 
if  it  be  soon  done.     The  only  point  that  occurs  to  me 
at  this  moment  is  to  consider  whether  your  subscrip- 
tion  should  be  a  donation,  as  you  only  proposed,  or 
annual,  or   both,  becauso   many  might   give  you  an 
annual  subscriptionwho  would  not,  or  could  not  advance 
you  a  hundred  or  two  pounds.     But  of  this  you  hâve 
means  of  information  which  I  hâve  not.     With  such  a 
scheme  training  masters  would  admirably  incorporate. 
AU  must  dépend  upon  the  master.     With   a  proper 
master  you  cannot  go  wrong,  if  you  can  get  a  sufficient 
number  to  forra  classes.     As  to  my  being  in  town,  I 


314  LIF£  OF  DR  BELL. 

can  say  nothing  positively  yet^  but  that  it  cannot  be 
long  delayed.  It  must  not  be  that  you  are  absent  when 
I  am  présent  in  London.  I  can  now  do  nothbg  with- 
out  you  :  know  only  that  the  moment  I  know,  you  shaU 
know  the  time. 

A  few  days  after  the  date  of  this  letter  from  Dr  Bell, 
Mr  Davis  wrote  again  thus  to  him — 

"  LeytonstoDe,  March  10,  1811. 

"  My  dear  Friend, 

"  Since  receiving  your  letter,  I  believe  I  hâve 
thought  and  talked  of  nothing  but  a  classical  school, 
and  you  are  not  to  be  surprised  if  you  hear  of  your 
friend  being  placed  under  the  care  of  Dr  Willis  :  truly, 
however,  your  kind  expressions  of  approbation  of  what 
lias  been  done,  and  your  encouragement  to  go  on  în 
what  ought  to  be  done,  are  most  powerful  stimulants 
to  me  and  my  wîfe — ^for  without  her  I  can  do  nothing. 
"  In  this  business  we  bave  taken  up  our  ground,  and 
I  trust  hâve  proceededwith  ail  possible  despatch;  but  I 
feel  a  grîevous  loss  in  Marriot  being  out  on  the  circuit, 
where  he  will  be  for  four  weeks  longer.  Hodgson, 
Coope,  Turner,  Rowcroft,  and  W.  Cotton,  are  ours  for 
any  subscription  that  may  be  required  ;  but,  wha,t  is 
better,  in  the  latter  name  I  hâve  a  zealous  co-operator. 
fVe  are  going  to  lay  the  plan  before  the  Bishop  of 
Durham  and  Lord  Kenyon,  and  perhaps  one  or  two 
more  friendly  and  trîed  characters,  thinking  it  impor- 
tant to  hâve,  if  possible,  some  high  sanction.  We  ex- 
pect  to  hâve  one  or  two  Powells,  and  we  hope  for  your 
name  as  well  as  superintendence.  I  hâve  cast  about 
for  a  proper  master — a  member  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land,  who  bas  taken  a  degree  at  one  of  the  universities 
— of  unaffectod  piety,  sound  learning,  and  cngaging 
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manners.  We  are  consclous  that  every  tbing  dépends 
on  this  point.  We  hope  to  hâve  three  or  four  applica^ 
lions  by  tbe  tîme  you  corne  ;  and,  with  your  judgment 
and  advice,  we  sball  condude  upon  this,  as  well  as  upon 
many  matters  which  I  perçoive  will  thicken  upon  us  as 
we  advance.  We  will  not  throw  down  the  gauntlet  till 
we  are  sure  of  victory.  We  consider  that  from  £2000 
to  £3000  will  be  wanting  to  furnish  tbe  bouse,  and  pay 
contingencies,  before  any  tbing  of  conséquence  can  be 
received.  We  think  it  should  be  subscribed  in  shares 
of  £100.  Those  gentlemen  (with  myself  )  would  rea- 
dily  take  two  each  ;  interest  to  be  paid  upon  the  sum 
advanced,  and  the  principal  to  be  liquidated  out  of  the 
profits.  I  shall  be  very  shy  of  an  extended  subscription, 
or  of  even  admitting  any  person  among  us  who  would 
be  likely  to  interfère  with  your  superintendence,  or  the 
control  of  those  who  know  the  System,  and  bave  it  at 
heart.  It  will  be  a  grand  tbing  indeed,  if,  when  your 
Ludus  Literarius  should  go  forth  into  the  world,  it 
can  nearly,  at  the  same  moment,  be  practically  exhi- 
bited.'' 

In  the  course  of  this  month  a  prospectus  was  issued 
for  a  dassical  school  upon  the  Madras  System,  in  which 
it  was  proposed  that  a  bouse  should  be  hired  near 
London,  capable  of  accommodating  from  50  to  100  gen- 
demen's  sons  ;  that  the  master  should  be  a  graduate  of 
Oxford  or  Cambridge,  and  that  he  should  be  under  Dr 
Bell's  especial  superintendence  ;  that  the  first  expenses 
should  be  met  by  the  sum  of  £3000,  being  raised  by 
thirty  shares  of  £100  ;  and  that  the  interest  on  this 
money  should,  together  with  the  expenses  of  tbe  esta- 
blishment, be  paid  from  the  sums  received  with  the 
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scholars  ;  from  which  also  a  fund  was  to  be  formed  for 
paying  off  the  shares. 

This  scheme,  however,  was  not  carrîed  into  exécu- 
tion; and  the  next  step  we  find  taken  to  call  public 
attention  to  the  subject  of  national  éducation,  wa£  at 
the  ^'  yearly  meeting  of  the  children  educated  in  the 
charity  schools  in  and  about  the  cities  of  London  and 
Westminster/*  when  it  was  arranged  that  Dr  Marsh 
should  preach  the  annual  sermon  at  St  Faul's.  In  this 
discourse,  he  commenced  by  dwelling  on  the  impor- 
tance attached  by  the  Reformers  to  this  subject,  *'  who 
had  themselves  laid  the  foundation  of  a  System  of  reli- 
gious  éducation,  to  be  conducted  under  the  superin- 

tendence  of  the  parochial  clergy The 

plan,  therefore,  of  conducting  a  Church  of  England 
éducation,"  he  continued,  *'  is  very  clearly  prescribed, 
and  prescribed  also  by  authority.  Now  the  Liturgy, 
the  chief  of  this  authority,  is  confirmed  by  the  law  of 
the  land  ;  it  is  the  repository  of  the  religion  '  by  law 
established  ;  '  and  the  religion  hy  law  estahlished,  must 
always  be  considered  as  the  national  religion.  But  in 
every  country  the  national  éducation  must  be  conduct- 
ed on  the  principles  of  the  national  religion  ;  for  a 
violation  of  this  rule  would  involve,  not  only  an  absur- 
dity  but  a  principle  of  self-destruction — ^it  would  coun- 
teract  by  authority  what  it  enjoints  by  authority.  No 
éducation  in  this  country  can  be  entitled  to  the  appel- 
lation of  national  where  the  Liturgy  is  discarded,  or 
where  the  children  attend  not  the  services  of  the  Esta- 
blished Church.  Indeed,  the  parochial  and  charity 
schools,  which  were  either  founded  or  new-modeled 
after  the  Reformation,  were  invariably  conducted  in 
puch  a  manner  as  to   educate   the   children   for   the 
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national  religion.  They  were  trained  in  habits  of  affec- 
tion for  the  Church  of  which  they  were  members;  they 
were  taught  to  révérence  its  rites  and  ordinances  ;  and 
regular  attendance  at  the  parish  church  on  the  Sab- 
bath,  was  no  less  required  than  attendance  at  the 
parish  school  on  other  days.  Had  this  System  of 
parochial  éducation  been  carried  to  a  greater  extent, 
or  had  it  been  more  generally  retained^  the  défection 
from  the  Eâtablished  Church  would  never  hâve  been 
raised  to  its  présent  height." 

The  author  then,  after  saying  that  the  arguments  he 
was  about  to  use  apply  only  to  the  members  of  the  £sta- 
blished  Church,  and  that  those  who  dissent  from  it 
'*  not  only  hâve  fiiU  liberty  of  applying  their  own 
principies  to  their  own  éducation,  but  act  wisely  in  so 
doing,"  proceeds  thus — "  But  do  the  members  of  the 
Establishment  show  the  same  wisdom  with  the  dissen- 
ters  in  promoting  plans  of  éducation,  where  no  pro- 
vision is  made  for  the  national  religion,  where  the 
Liturgy  is  disregarded,  or  where  it  is  a  matter  of  indif- 
férence whether  the  children  on  a  Sunday  fréquent  the 
çonventicle  or  the  church  ?  Is  such  conduct  consistent 
with  the  ^  solemn  vow,  promise,  and  profession,  whîch 
we  make  at  our  baptism,  and  renew  at  our  confirma- 
tion ?  '  Do  we  act  consistently,  if,  while  we  profess  to 
^  believe  ail  the  articles  of  the  Christian  faith,',  we  en- 
courage a  System  of  éducation  from  which  those  articles 
of  faith  are  excludedf  Can  the  clergy  especially,  who 
not  only  subscribe  to  the  Liturgy  and  Articles,  but  even 
hold  their  preferments  by  this  very  tenure,  conscien- 
tiously  support  any  other  than  a  Church  ofEngland 
éducation?  Can  they  do  it  without  betraying  the 
cause  which  they  are  pledged  to  défend?     It  may,  in- 
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dced^  be  asked,  whether  every  man^  from  the  lowest  to 
the  highest,  who  holds  an  office  of  trust  or  power^ 
whether  religions  or  civil^  which  he  cotdd  not  hâve 
obtalned  bnt  by  professing  himsdf  a  member  of  the 
national  Church^  is  not  bound  by  such  profession,  if 
not  openly  to  disconntenance^  at  least  not  openlj  to 
promote,  a  system  of  éducation  from  which  the  nar- 
tional  religion  is  discarded  V^ 

Mr  Lancaster's  claim  to  the  System  is  then  dis- 
cussed;  and  the  writer  proceeds  to  argue  that  the 
efFect  of  éducation  cannot  be  neutral — ^that  ît  is  "  ho»- 
tUity  to  the  Church  to  deprive  our  children  of  that 
early  attachment  to  it  which  an  éducation  in  the  Church 
cannot  fail  to  inspire;"  and  that,  if  educated  in  no 
fixed  principles  of  religion,  they  will  probably  not 
choose  any^  or,  if  they  do,  '*  it  wiU  be  by  accident  they 
choose  the  right  one/'  He  then  speaks  of  the  dif- 
férent institutions  into  which  the  System  had  been 
întroduced  by  Dr  Bell,  and  asks  why  the  Church 
should  adopt  this  mode  of  éducation  in  a  disseniing 
Jbrm,  when  it  is  offered  to  them  in  an  orthodox  one — 
^^  both  are  alike  accessible,  both  alike  practicable."  .  .  <. 
"  The  Church  and  the  State,"  he  continues,  "  are  in- 
séparable in  their  interests  ;  since  their  alliance  at  the 
Reformation,  they  hâve  neither  fallen  alone  nor  risen 

alonc Unless  men  reject  the  opinion  that 

religion  advances  the  good  of  civil  society,  they  will 
pause  at  least  before  they  contribute  to  the  dissolution 
of  an  alliance  which  has  so  long  and  so  usefiilly  sub- 
sisted.  They  will  be  cautions  how  they  treat  the  insti- 
tutions of  the  Church  as  unnecessary  ingrédients  in  the 
plan  of  national  éducation.  They  will  be  cautions  how 
they  patronise  seminaries,  from  which  the  doctrines  and 
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discipline  of  the  Churcli  of  England  are  openly  and 
ayowedly  discarded.  But  if  such  patronage  is  bc- 
stowed  where  we  hâve  most  reason  to  expect  support 
to  the  Establishment,  we  may  then  despair  of  being 
able  to  fulfil  the  conditions  of  our  alliance.  Our  utiliti/ 
will  cease.  We  shall  lose  the  power  of  doing  good. 
No  résidence,  no  preaching,  no  catechising  will  ftirther 
avail.  Oiur  flocks  will  hâve  deserted  us;  thej  will 
hâve  grown  wiser  than  their  guides  ;  and  the  national 
creed  will  hâve  become  too  narrow  for  minds  accus- 

tomed  to  the  libéral  basis But  whatever 

be  the  circumstances,"  continues  Dr  Marsh,  '^  in  which 
we  may  hereafter  be  placed,  let  us  endeavour  to  fulfiU 
the  duties  of  our  station  while  we  hâve  duties  to  per- 
form.  If  we  cannot  recall  the  thousands  who  hâve 
deserted  the  Church,  let  us  double  our  efforts  to  retain 
the  faitlifiil  band  which  rally  round  her  standard.  Let 
the  union  of  the  latter  increaBe  with  the  défection  of 
the  former.  Let  both  the  clergy  and  the  laity  who 
are  still  attached  to  the  Church,  combine  for  mutual 
defence.  It  is  a  union  of  churchmen  with  churchmen, 
which  must  promote  the  welfare  of  the  Establishment. 
We  cannot,  indeed,  expect  that  dissenters  should  be 
tvilling  to'  co-operate  with  churchmen,  when  the  object 
in  contemplation  was  the  interest  of  the  Church.  For 
this  purpose  we  must  associate  among  ourselves.  We 
must  retain  the  strength  of  the  Establishment  in  its 
own  channely  for  its  own  préservation.  We  must  not 
divert  it  into  other  channels,  where  the  current  may  be 
turned  against  us/' 

This  admirable  discourse,  which  was  printed  with 
an  appendix  containing  an  account  of  the  Society  for 
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promoting  Christian  Knowledge,  together  with  a  list 
of  the  subscribers  to  that  society,  was  the  means  of 
drawing  the  attention  of  many  persons  to  the  subject 
of  national  éducation;  but  still  no  definite  plan  was 
fixed  on.  Many  of  the  persons  who  might  hâve  been 
expected,  from  their  station,  to  hâve  stood  foremost  in 
promoting  this  object,  still  hung  back.  Admitting  the 
evil  of  Lancaster's  principles,  they  shrunk  from  oppo- 
sing  him  because  he  had  been  favoured  with  royal 
countenance.  Ail  that  had  been  hitherto  done  was  the 
work  of  a  few  individuals  ;  and,  successful  as  their 
exertions  had  been,  it  required  a  more  gênerai  and 
powerful  co-operation  to  place  éducation  on  a  national 
baâis. 

'*  Aagust  10,  I81I. 

"  I  was  very  much  delighted,''  writes  a  friend  of  Dr 
Bell  to  him  at  this  time,  ''  a  few  days  since,  with  a 
conversation  with  Lord  Radstock  at  Mr  Davis's;  a 
few  such  lords  would  save  the  nation,  and  yet  he  acts 
without  hope  of  prefermenty  except  in  a  better  world. 
Would  that  the  bishops  were  actuated  by  similar  mo- 
tives !  We  should  not  then  hear  of  so  much  adoration  of 
the  rising  sun  ;  nor  would  it  hâve  been  replied  to  a 
noble  lord,  who  observed  to  one  of  the  bishops  their 
inactivity  in  the  sacred  cause  of  educating  the  poor, 
when  the  best  interests  of  the  country  were  so  much 
endangered — '  My  good  lord,  what  can  we  do,  when 
the  princes  ail  support  Mr  Lancaster  ?'  .  .  .  On  a 
more  alarming  occasion  they  may  possibly  exert  their 
principles  and  independence  :  on  one  that  more  nearly 
afFects  the  stability  of  our  Church  than  the  présent 
occasion,  I  think  they  never  can." 
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CHAPTER  XXX. 

Lord  Badstock's  "  Vision  "— Lancaster's  Letters,  and  Dr  Marsh's  Replies  — 
Mr  Marriot's  Letter — ^Dr  Bell's  Explan&tion. 

The  controversy  was  now  brought  before  the  public 
more  prominently  than  it  had  hitherto  been  ;  for,  in 
tbe  end  of  August,  the  following  extraordinary  rhap- 
gody,  from  the  pen  of  Lord  Radstock,  appeared  in  the 
Moming  Post 

«  August  27,  181L 

"  The  Sleepebs  Awakened. — A  Vision. 
"  A  Fragment 

^'  I  had  no  sooner  passed  this  last  porch,  than  I 
found  myself  in  a  vast  Gothic  hall,  on  the  one  side  of 
which  I  immediately  espied,  as  I  then  conceived,  the 
whole  bench  of  bishops  in  a  reclined  posture.  They 
were  dressed  in  their  robes,  had  their  mitres  on  their 
heads,  and  were  ail  of  them  seemîngly  in  a  most  pro- 
found  sleep.  Whilst  I  was  contemplating  the  singu- 
larity  of  this  scène,  a  chubby-faced  little  man,  in  an 
entire  drab-colqured  suit  and  a  broad-brimmed  hat,came 
and  placed  himself  directly  opposite  the  vénérable  group, 
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when,  after  eyeing  tlietn  for  a  while  with  a  sort  of  su- 
percilious  and  insulting  air,  he  suddenly  exclaimed,  in 
a  slow  and  sonorous  tone  of  voice — '  Ye  slothful  and 
mouldering  puny  dignitaries,  hâve  ye  not  slumbered 
your  fill  ?  But  be  that  as  it  may,  ye  hâve  slumbered 
long  enough  for  my  purposes  ;  so  now  I  comniand  you 
to  awake,  and  to  take  up  this  gauntlet  if  ye  dare,  for  I 
hère  bid  ye  ail  défiance.'  On  saying  this,  he  dashed  a 
scroll  he  had  in  hîs  hand  to  the  floor  with  violence, 
and  then  vanished.  A  terrible  flash  of  lîghtning  in- 
stantly  followed,  accompanied  with  such  a  tremendons 
peal  of  thunder  as  shook  the  whole  of  the  massy  fabric 
to  its  very  foundations.  The  révérend  fathers,  roused 
by  the  dreadful  re-echoing  sounds,  started  up  ail  at  once^ 
looked  aghast  at  each  other,  then  tumed  their  eyes  to 
the  scroll  that  lay  at  their  feet,  in  part  unfolded.  This 
sight  seemed  to  increase  their  consternation  :  they 
again  looked  at  each  other  with  augmented  signs  of 
dismay,  then  clasping  their  hands  as  if  by  one  accord, 
they  lifted  up  their  eyes  to  heaven,  and  the  whole  of 
them  rUshed  ont  of  the  hall  together,  in  no  less  appa- 
rent agony  than  with  précipitation. 

It  may  readily  be  conceived  that  my  own  mind  was 
not  at  this  moment  in  the  most  tranquil  state  :  to  say 
the  truth,  I  was  scarcely  less  terrified  with  this  scène  of 
wonder  than  the  good  bishops  had  been.  I  now,  in  my 
turn,  cast  my  eyes  upon  the  scroll,  when  I  instantly  read 
the  following  words — *  Joseph  Lancastery  the  inventer 
ofthe  Lancasterian  System:  That  which  followed  being 
written  in  a  much  smaller  hand,  I  could  not  make  out  ; 
but  in  the  next  two  lines  the  character  was  (rf  such  un- 
common  magnitude,  that  the  following  words  might 
hâve  distinctly  been  read  at  double  the  distance — '  To 
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be  dedicated,  by  permission^  to  the  Prince  Régent/ 
Fain  would  I  hâve  taken  up  the  scroU  to  examine  the 
whole  of  its  contents,  but  a  sudden  fear  came  upon  me 
each  time  that  I  attempted  to  move  forward  for  the 
purpose.  However,  a  few  moments'  reflectîon  led  me 
into  a  gênerai  tendency  of  the  matter,  and  after  fetch- 
ing  a  deep  sîgh,  I  uttered  thèse  words — '  Well-a-day, 
then  perhaps  I  may  yet  live  to  see  that  fatal  hour,  so 
forcibly  and  prophetically  described  by  Joseph  Lan- 
caster  in  his  own  book,  p.  186,  that  if  any  particular 
sect  obtained  the  principal  care  of  the  naiUmal  System 
of  éducation,  that  part  would  be  likely  to  gain  the 
greatest  power  and  influence  in  the  state.'  At  this 
moment  a  gentle  tap  on  the  shoulder  made  me  suddenly 
tum  to  see  from  whence  it  came,  when  I  perceived  a 
lovely  youth  standing  by  my  side  clad  in  white,  and  of 
heavenly  mien.  He  spoke  as  follows  : — '  Be  of  good 
cheer,  thou  friend  to  the  Established  Church,  and  fear 
net.  Thou  thinkest  that  thou  beheldest  ail  the  révé- 
rend fathers  of  the  bench  as  if  entranced,  but  in  that 
thou  wert  mistaken,  for  many  were  absent  who  never 
sleep  when  danger  to  the  Church  is  at  hand.  Look  to 
ihat  pattem  of  virtue  and  goodness,  that  in  every  shape 
benevolent  and  truly  pious,  and  no  less  zealous  prelate, 
Barrington:  Behold  the  indefatigable,  ever  work- 
ing  for  godly  ends,  Burgess  ;  the  laborious  and  acute 
Tomline;  that  stanch  pillar  of  the  Church,  Randolph; 
DampieTy  the  mainspring  of  the  Society  for  promoting 
Christian  Knowledge  ;  and  last,  though  not  least,  the 
second  David,  who,  though  he  slew  not  a  giant  in  sta- 
ture with  a  sling  and  stone,  yetdid  he  grind  topowder 
one  of  gigantic  form  in  mischief  and  wickedness.  I 
speak  of  that  arch-fiend,  Tom  Paine,  of  impious  me- 
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mory;  also  the  puffed-up-with-conceit,  no  less  noto- 
rious  Gibbon,  whose  leâming  and  talents  served  but 
to  render  him  a  traitor  to  his  God,  and  a  bideouB  bea- 
con  to  the  vainglorious  and  mock  modem  philosophers. 
Thèse  and  a  train  of  servile  and  despicable  imitators 
did  thîs  all-vlgorous  and  most-powerful  prelate,  wîth 
his  mîghty  arm,  level  with  the  dust.  And  shall  tbis 
great  defender  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  for  erer  lie  dor- 
mant? Shall  he  not  once  again,  think  ye,  dash 
forth  his  double-edged  sword  as  the  champion  of 
the  Established  Church?  Shall  the  ingénions  and 
original  invenfor  of  the  Madras  System  cease  bis 
hitherto  unremittîng  and  matchless  labours  ?  Shall 
the  éloquent  and  argumentative  pen  of  a  Marsh  sleep 
for  ever  in  îts  new  and  justly  acquired  laurels  ?  Shall 
the  sturdy  and  active  Bouyer,  after  having  been  roused 
to  the  field  of  action,  fly  from  his  post  ?  Shall  our  truly 
apostolic  Andrews,  our  HodgsonSj  our  Gardners,  our 
Matthews,  our  Van  Milderts,  our  Stephens,  our  T.  G. 
Taylors,  our  Daubenys,  oiu*  Norrises,  our  Gaskins,  our 
Hollingsworths,  our  Bartons,  and  the  numerous  band 
that  compose  this  formidable  and  stanch  phalanx  ? 
I  could  hère  add  to  the  list  of  worthies  the  name  of  one 
of  modest  worth — a  layman,  indefatigable  in  his  exer- 
tions  to  mould  the  tender  mind  to  that  which  is  good 
in  every  sensé  ;  but  he  is  as  anxious  to  keep  from  the 
eye  of  the  world  his  good  actions,  as  others  are  to  con- 
ceal  their  vices — ^who  that  knows  him  can  doubt  of  his 
reward  hereafter  !  In  the  meanwhile  let  the  goodly  work 
of  Gower's  Walk  speak  his  merits.  I  say,  shall  thèse, 
and  the  numerous  band  that  compose  this  formidable 
phalanx,  turn  their  backs  on  the  enemy  in  the  hour  of 
danger  ?  Ferish  the  thought  I  Be  calm  and  temperate, 
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United^  steady^  true  to  each  other  and  yourselves,  and, 
above  ail,  true  to  the  church.  Do  but  this,  and  this  vain- 
boasting,  presumptuous,  swermng-Jriynfi'truihf  motley 
harlequin,  and  every  thing  but  true  churchman — ail  his 
misguided  and  misled  adhérents,  and  simple  foUowers 
— shall  be  dispersed,  ^  like  the  chaff  which  the  Mdnd 
scattereth  away  from  the  face  of  the  earth  ;  '  and  the 
talisman  being  once  broken,  the  scales  shall  fall  from  the 
eyes  of  a  most  cruelly  deceived  prince,  and  then  that 
church,  the  main  piDar  of  his  future  greatness,  and  the  no 
less  firm  and  surest  support  of  our  blessed  constitution, 
shall  rise  to  sink  no  more.'  Thèse  angelic  words  had 
no  sooner  reached  my  enraptured  ears  than  the  heavenly 
messenger  spread  his  swift  wings,  and  with  a  look  of 
sweet  benignity,  at  the  same  time  waving  his  hand  as 
if  to  bid  me  a  kindly  adieu,  he  took  his  airy  flight  for 
the  celestial  régions.  Hère,  alas  !  I  awoke,  and  found 
myself  safe  in  my  arm-chair — A  true  Friend  to  Church 
and  King*^ 

At  the  conclusion  of  this  "  vision  "  is  the  following 
remark  by  the  éditer  of  the  Mornirig  Post  : — "  The 
above  subject  being  of  considérable  importance  to  the 
pubUc,  it  is  scarcely  necessary  for  us  to  state  that  we 
shall  leave  our  columns  open  to  the  fair  and  libéral  dis- 
cussion of  it." 

This  permission  was  no  sooner  given  than  Mr  Lan*^ 
caster  availed  himself  of  it,  by  addressing  a  séries  of 
letters  to  "  The  British  PubUc,"  in  which  he  arrogates 
to  himself  the  sole  merit  of  discovering  the  new  System. 
'^It  was  not,"  he  writes  in  the  first  of  thèse,  "  till  the 
moment  my  vénérable  sovereign,  his  consort  and  family, 
sent  for  me,  unsolicited  and  unexpectedly,  to  hear  the 
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détails  of  tlie  System  from  my  own  moutli — ^it  was  not 
till  they  honoured  me  with  their  names^  and  with  their 
patronage — that  Dr  Bell  was  dragged  out  of  his  retire- 
ment  to  claim  a  plan,  the  merit  of  which  /  assert  iê 
not  his  ;  and,  but  for  the  glitter  and  sound  of  that 
patronage,  I  believe  he  would  hâve  had  no  attraction 
to  hâve  left  his  solitude,  and  his  occasional  employ 
of  planting  cabbages,  when,  for  several  years,  no  one 
child  m  the  nation^  no  not  one  in  his  own  parish,  had 
the  benefit  of  his  boasted  System.  This  is  a  fact  to 
which  himself  has  given  a  date,  having  had  no  school 
prier  to  the  one  in  1804,  in  his  own  parish  ;  his  love 
for  its  poor,  for  éducation,  for  the  children  of  the  nation, 
may  be  fairly  questioned  from  his  own  supineness,  from 
which  nothing  but  the  pealing  reports  of  the  success  of 
my  plan  roused  him  I" 

He  then  proceeds  to  quote  a  passage  from  Dr  Bell's 
tbird  édition,  in  which  he  says — "  It  is  not  proposed 
that  the  children  of  the  poor  be  educated  in  an  expen- 
sive  manner,  or  even  taught  to  write  and  to  cipher.  .  . . 
Parents  will  always  be  found  to  educate,  at  their  own 
expense,  children  enow  to  fill  the  stations  which  require 
higher  qualifications  ;  and  there  is  a  risk  of  elevating, 
by  an  indiscriminate  éducation,  the  minds  of  those 
doomed  to  the  drudgery  of  daily  labour  above  their 
condition,  and  thereby  rendering  them  discontented  and 
unhappy  in  their  lot." 

This  passage,  which  was  inadvertently  inserted  by 
Dr  Bell,  is  certainly  quite  at  variance  with  both  his 
principles  and  practice,  as  well  as  liable  to  bear  a 
construction  which  the  writer  never  meant;  and  ac- 
cordingly  Mr  Lancaster  takes  fiill  advantage  of  it,  as 
if  it  had  bcen  the  basis  and  principle  of  Dr  Bell's  sys* 
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tem^  instead  of  a  casual  remark.  He  accuses  him  of 
being  the  advocate  for  *'  tlie  universal  Imitation  of 
knowledge/*  and  sets  forth  his  own  merits  in  glowing 
colours.  The  first  notice  we  find  taken  of  his  attack^ 
is  in  a  letter  to  Dr  Bell  from  Mr  Watts,  who  says — 

«' September  5,  1811. 

"  Having  read  an  extraordinary  letter  in  the  Morn- 
ingPost  of  yesterday,  which  cannot  but  give  you  some 
uneasiness  should  you  see  it,  and  which,  from  some 
quarter  or  another,  will  find  its  way  to  you,  I  take  the 
ferr  minutes  of  this  very  busy  day  to  offer  this  frank 
opinion  to  you — namely,  that  it  may,  in  the  end,  be 
more  for  your  mental  peace  and  personal  health,  not  to 
enter  the  lists  of  literary  controversy. 

^^  But  this,  as  well  as  any  opinion  of  mine,  I  only 
offer  as  tributary  to  your  own  final  judgment,  to  which 
I  submit  it  in  the  event. 

"  The  style  of  the  letter,  so  pubUshed  and  so 
strangely  expressed,  will  perhaps,  in  the  resuit,  be  its 
own  réfutation,  in  such  respects  as  affect  yourself.  The 
principal  edge  of  its  severity  is  not  against  an  indivi- 
dual,  but  against  many  individuals,  against  a  great 
body,  who  are  able  to  défend  their  order  and  the  Esta- 
blishment  

^'  If  you  read  the  letter  which  has  given  rise  to  mine, 
you  will  find  a  construction  put  upon  a  passage  in  your 
tract  which  it  was  not  intended  to  bear,  but  which,  in 
the  perversion  of  an  antagonist,  it  wiU  bear,  and  it  has 
caused  the  name  of  ^*  MandeviDe  "  and  "  Bell  "  to  be 
paired  together  by  an  unjust  sophistry.  However,  it 
is  to  be  deplored  that  Dr  Bell,  the  fi-iend  of  the  poor, 
the  harbinger  of  the  bost  benefits  to  them,  by  bringing 
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instruction  within  their  reach^  and  who  oountenanoes 
writing  and  arithmetic^  shonld  inadrertently  hâve 
seemed  to  discountenance  both  thèse  acquirements^  and 
to  express  it  in  words  so  liable  to  misapplication  as 
'  doomed  to  drudgery/  &c.  ;  this  handle  bas  been 
seized  and  insidiously  distorted^  and  tumed  to  the  dis- 
crédit of  its  author.  •*••..  I  repeat  my 
counsel^  respectfully  submitting  it  to  your  superior  ver- 
dict ;  that  it  will  be  more  conducive  to  your  health  and 
happiness  to  be  passive  in  controversy,  and  active  ^as 
you  ever  will  be)  in  the  culture  of  the  young  mind&f, 
and  to  leave  to  your  friends  and  advocates  your  pure 
cause.     '  Magna  est  veritas  et  praevalebit.*  ** 

^*  I  cannot  sujficiently  thank  you,"  says  Dr  Bell,  în 
reply  to  this  letter,  "  for  the  kind  interest  which  you 
always  take  in  whatever  relates  to  the  new  System  of 
éducation  and  its  author,  and.  especially  for  the  very 
friendly  counsel  and  salutary  advice  on  the  occasion  of 
the  paper  in  the  Morning  Post.  It  was  sent  to  me, 
and  read  to  me  by  our  firiend  in  Durham,  with  whom  I 
happened  to  be  at  the  time  ;  and  without  looking  at  it 
further,  I  left  it  in  the  hands  of  another  friend,  to  satisfy 
his  curiosity,  as  mine  fiilly  was. 

"  If  I  had  felt  any  disposition  to  swerve  from  my 
constant  resolution  of  not  engaging  in  polemical  divi- 
nity  or  controversial  writing,  I  should  bave  been  much 
wanting  to  your  kind  interposition,  as  well  as  what  I 
consider  due  to  the  truth  and  to  myself,  if  I  had  taken 
up  the  cudgels  with  such  an  adversary,  so  regardless,  I 
must  say,  of  veracity." 

Meanwhile,  Mr  Watts  had  heard  that  Dr  Marsh  in- 
tended  to  undertake  Dr  Bell's  vindication,  and  thinking 
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it  désirable  that  he  should  fiilly  understand  what  the 
Doctor'g  meaning  was  in  the  passage  on  which  Mr 
Lancaster  had  so  stronglj  animadverted^  wrote  to  him 
on  the  subject;  in  answer  to  which  Dr  Marsh  thus 
observed — *'  I  return  you  raany  thanks  for  your  kind 
letter  and  its  inclosure.  It  is^  indeed^  lamentable  that 
Dr  Bell  was  ever  induced  to  insert  the  paragraph  which 
has  done  him  so  much  harm — a  paragraph  whoUy  in* 
consistent  with  his  principle  of  tuition 

^'  Something  must  be  done  to  vindicate  the  System 
of  Dr  Bell  in  this  respect,  or  ail  our  eflTorts  to  promote 
it  will  be  useless.  I  do  not  despair  of  success,  not- 
withstanding  the  unfortunate  paragraph.  I  hâve  drawn 
up  several  letters  on  the  subject,  the  first  of  which 
goes  by  this  night's  post  for  insertion  in  the  same  paper, 
with  my  own  name,  wherein  Mr  Lancaster's  attack  was 
made.  I  hope  it  will  be  inserted  on  Saturday,  or,  at  the 
latest,  on  Monday." 

In  Mr  Lancaster's  second  letter  of  September  9th,  he 
had  spoken  as  foUows  of  Dr  Marsh's  sermon — "  Much 
has  been  said  about  Professer  Marsh.  His  reward  awaits 
him  ;  he  will  not  be  disappointed  !  Infatuated  man,  to 
stand  up  among  seven  thousand  children  and  say  not  one 
word  of  love  or  religions  instruction  to  them  !  What  will 
the  nation  say  to  such  a  want  of  Christian  charity  in  a 
man  professing  himself  a  Christian  minister  ?  ^  If  a  man 
see  his  brother  hâve  need,  and  hâve  no  compassion  on 
him,  how  dwelleth  the  love  of  God  in  him  ?'  What  a 
glorious  sight!  Seven  thousand  children  hailing  the 
moming  of  an  annual  solemnity,  honourable  to  the 
Church  of  England,  and  to  the  munificence  of  the 
British  nation  ;  athirst  for  religions  instruction,  and, 
alas,  not  one  word  of  religions  instruction  given  to  their 


330  LIFE  OF  DR  BELL. 

réceptive  minds  !  The  pulpit^  too^  the  rehicle  of  sloth- 
der  !  The  consecrated  ground^  and  none  other,  thooght 
worthy  for  the  champion  of  defamation  to  launch  forth 
his  invective  from  !  To  attack  a  man  by  name  who 
cannot  reply  in  the  same  way  :  How  handsome  !  how 
courageous!  The  professed  mesaenger  of  the  gospel 
of  peace  poUuting  a  temple  of  worship^  damping  the 
arising  of  pealing  anthems  from  hearts  fiill  of  praise  to 
God  for  80  glorious  a  mercy,  devoting  his  sermon  to 
the  exhibition  of  his  spleen  against  an  individual  who 
does  not  even  know  hîm  ;  an  individual,  too,  whose 
work  is  considered  by  interesting  alarmists  as  danger- 
ous  to  their  repose,  solely  because,  as  a  friend  of  youth, 
lie  dévotes  his  life  to  the  éducation  of  poor  children  in 
the  knowledge  of  ail  that  Christ,  with  the  patriarchs 
and  apostles,  lived  and  died  to  do,  to  say,  and  make 
known." 

This  attack  Dr  Marsh  does  not  condescend  to  notice, 
further  than  by  stating,  that  it  is  his  intention  to  con- 
duct  the  controversy  in  his  own  name,  and  that  then 
Mr  Lancaster  will  perçoive  that  he  is  ready  to  combat 
him  on  equal  terms,  adding — "  He  will  hâve  less  reason 
to  complain  of  my  sermon  at  St  PauPs,  in  which  he 
thinks  it  was  ungenerous  to  notice  him  from  the  pul- 
pit,  as  he  could  not  reply  to  me  in  the  same  way.  Mr 
Lancaster,  however,  knows  that  a  church  is  not  the 
only  place  where  a  lecture  may  be  given  on  éducation, 
that  when  a  sermon  is  printed  its  publicity  is  derived 
from  the  press,  and  that  the  press  is  as  open  to  Mr 
Lancaster,  as  to  me.''  He  then,  in  a  séries  of  six 
letters,  undertakes  to  vindicate  Dr  Bell's  System  from 
the  aspersions  cast  upon  it.  Havmg  overthrown  în  lus 
sermon  Mr  Lancaster's  arguments,  that  the  neutral 
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chacacter  of  his  religions  instruction^  if  not  favourable^ 
is  not  hostile  to  the  Church  Establishment,  he  now 
proceeds  to  show  that  Mr  Lancaster's  System  has  no 
advantage,  either  in  its  mechanism  or  construction; 
that  Dr  Bell's  is,  in  principle  and  practice,  equally  ex- 
tensive  ;  and  that,  so  far  from  really  applying  a  pro- 
scriptive  principle  to  writing  and  arithmetic,  both 
the  one  and  the  other  are  taught  in  the  schools  where  his 
System  is  adopted — ^that  the  boasted  superiority  in  ex- 
tensiveness  of  instruction  is  devoid  of  foundation  ;  and 
that,  therefore,  the  argument  derived  from  religion  must 
tum  the  scale  in  faveur  of  Dr  Bell,  with  ail  who  are 
attached  to  the  présent  Establishment. 

Dr  Marsh  having  concluded  his  vindication,  Mr 
Marriot  was  désirons  of  appearing  in  the  Hsts  against 
Lancaster.  *'  The  newspapers,**  he  writes  to  Dr 
Bell,  "  evidently  court  documents  on  this  subject  of 
universal  curiosity  ;  and,  as  the  race  has  begun,  they 
should  be  crammed  with  them  from  our  side,  as  they 
certainly  will  be  from  the  other,  I  only  wait  for  in- 
formation from  you  on  that  part  of  Lancaster*s  impu- 
dent attack  upon  yourself,  which  relates  to  the  four 
salaried  ma^ters  in  the  Madras  school.  I  am  sure  you 
can  answer  it,  and  with  your  aid  on  this  point  I  am 
not  afraid  to  say  that  I  can  answer  ail  the  rest."  In 
reply  to  this  Dr  Bell  gave  him  the  required  informa- 
tion, together  with  many  références  to  his  publica- 
tions, and  he  added — ^*  As  to  any  thing  done  in  this 
country  by  A.  B.,  it  is  not  to  be  mentioned,  because, 
independently  of  it,  the  system  rests  on  a  discovery 
which,  once  made,  the  author  claims  with  ail  its  fruits. 
A.  B.  sticks  to  the  original  discovery,  and  to  the  brief 
report  which  was  written  in  India.     In  it  every  thing 
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will  be  found  to  the  points  and  nothing  is  wanted  be- 
yond  it/* 

A  long  letter,  from  Mr  Marriot's  pen,  was  accord* 
ingly  published  in  both  the  Moming  Post  and  Courier, 
after  whîch  a  great  number  of  letters  appeared  in  tbe 
papers  on  both  sîdes.  About  this  time  we  find  the 
following  explanation  of  the  passage  concerning  the 
limitation  of  the  éducation  of  the  poor,  in  a  letter  from 
Dr  Bell  to  Mr  Watts  :— 

^^  The  Madras  System  of  éducation^  and  its  capabiU- 
tieS;  stand  altogether  independent  of  the  author's  sen- 
timents or  wishes  in  regard  to  the  application  of  them  ; 
and,  had  his  opinions  been  what  they  are  represented 
to  be  by  those  who  know  better,  the  engine  of  his  in- 
vention would  not  be  one  whit  less  useful  or  less  power- 
ful  in  teaching  writing  and  arithmetic.  If,  indeed,  he 
had  ever  refused  instruction  to  the  poor  in  writing  and 
arithmetic  in  any  school  where  the  managers  would 
admit  it,  it  would  be  lamentable  that  the  man,  who  had 
spent  lus  life  in  devising  a  machine,  should  be  so  want- 
ing  to  his  own  contrivance  as  to  withdraw  it  from  the 
very  use  for  which  it  seoms  to  hâve  been  contrived, 
This,  however,  would  take  nothing  from  its  usefiilness 
in  the  hands  of  others.  The  machine  is  given  to  the 
world.  He  bas  no  patent  for  it,  and  they  may  use  it  as 
they  please.  How  I  bave  used  it,  and  what  my  senti- 
ments are  in  regard  to  the  use  of  it,  are  well  known  ; 
and  to  none  better  than  to  those  who  industriously  mis- 
represent  them.  Every  school  in  which  I  bave  entered 
will  speak  for  me.  So  far,  indeed,  did  I  go,  that  my 
career  was  nearly  chccked  by  a  clameur,  that  I  was  an 
enthusiastic  speculator,  seeking  to  instruct  the  poor  of 
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thîs  country  in  the  sciences  and  higher  branches  of 
study,  as  I  had  done  the  pupils  of  the  Madras  Asykim. 
It  was  in  answer  to  this  accusation^  or  intended  as  an 
answer  to  this  accusation^  that^  in  pleading  for  schools 
of  industry,  I  said,  *  It  was  not  proposed/  &c.  But, 
in  owning  the  effect  of  an  îndiscriminate  éducation,  I 
spoke,  or  meant  to  speak,  of  the  higher  branches  of 
éducation,  and  not  of  writing  and  arithmetic,  thoughiam 
Bony  to  see  that  the  words  admit  of  that  construction. 
At  that  period  I  had  the  high  promise  of  obtaining 
what  I  asked,  if  I  did  not  ask  too  much  ;  but  it  seems 
I  did  ask  too  much,  and  not  too  Uttle,  and  was  lefb  in 
the  lurch.  But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  I  had  succeeded, 
what  a  progress  would  hâve  been  made  before  this  time, 
towards  writing  and  arithmetic  among  ail  the  poor  ! 
But,  after  ail,  shall  one  insulated  and  detached  sentence 
be  so  construed,  as  to  give  the  Ue  to  every  word  a  man 
has  uttered  or  written,  to  the  whole  ténor  and  practice 
of  his  life  ? — and  ail  be  blotted  out,  and  one  unbappy 
expression  be  interpreted,  not  by  himself,  but  by  the 
enemies  of  the  Church  for  their  own  purposes  ?  "    .    . 

In  Mr  Watts'  reply,  after  some  remarks  on  the  pas- 
sage in  question,  and  on  Dr  Marsh's  defence,  he  thus 
proceeds  to  speak  more  generally  : — 

'*  33,  Portland  Place,  September  26,  1811. 
'^  It  is  much  to  be  lamented  that  the  govemment  did 
not  give  more  patronage  to  the  éducation  of  the  people. 
It  was  a  national  act  in  Scotland,  the  last  act  of  the  Scotch 
national  législature,  and  it  has  done  crédit  to  its  authors, 
and  might  hâve  suggested  similar  measures  to  the  Bri- 
tish  senate.     But,  as  the  state  did  not  attend  to  it,  it 
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became  so  mxich  tlie  more  obligatory  on  the  hierarcliy. 
And,  in  this  view  of  the  subject,  we  may  perhaps  be 
allowed  to  consider  (under  a  certain  construction)  the 
good  Society  in  Bartlett's  Buildings  (the  Society  for 
promoting  Christian  Knowledge)  as  représentative  of 
both  Churcli  and  State  in  this  particular  ;  because,  by 
their  own  constitution,  they  had  declared  that  their 
first  and  principal  method  was  to  procure  and  encou- 
rage (he  erecting  of  charity  schools  in  ail  parts  of  the 

kingdom That  this  vénérable  society 

has  done  many  good  works,  is  most  true  ;  but  that  it 
has  done  as  much  as  was  necessary  or  consistent  with 
their  déclaration,  is  not  equally  so,  and  the  conséquence 
of  their  remissness  is  now  apparent.  The  advantage 
has  been  taken  by  an  active  sectarist,  who  has  sedu- 
lously  procured  and  encouraged  the  erecting  of  charity 
schools  in  many  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  has,  in  his 
acute  discernment,  perceived  that  schools  could  not  be 
opened  without  masters  or  teachers  ;  and  he  has  pro- 
vided  a  seminary  to  quahfy  them  to  go  out  and  under- 
take  the  charge.  It  is  understood,  by  his  printed 
déclarations,  that  he  has  thus  instructed  a  considérable 
number  ;  and  it  appears  that  persons  in  the  country 
disposed  to  establish  schools,  send  to  his  seminary,  of 
course,  for  a  supply  of  teachers. 

"  It  is  not  necessary  to  use  words  to  point  out  who 
should  hâve  taken  precedence  in  this  work — who  should 
hâve  prepared  teachers  of  an  approved  description,  not 
only  qualifîed  in  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  but 
in  the  knowledge  of  the  Catechism,  (proscribed  at  the 
other  place,)  and  in  the  principles   of  the  Cht 

(counteracted  there.) The  intre^id 

herald  (Dr  Marsh)  has  sounded  the  trumpet  and  p| 
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claimcd  the  cause.  The  reflecting  part  of  the  com- 
munity  are  apprised  of  the  state  of  things  ;  and  now  a 
well-ordered  plan,  emanating  from  a  vénérable  society, 
whose  veiy  title  or  prérogative  has  been  the  guardian- 
ship  of  charity  schools,  and  whose  professed  '  first 
and  principal  method  has  ever  been  avowed  from  their 
engin  to  procure  and  encourage  the  érection  of  charîty 
schools  in  ail  parts  of  the  kingdom,  may,  under  the 
favour  of  Divine  providence,  produce  a  happy  resuit  to 
the  gênerai  vrelfare." 

Dr  Bell,  in  a  letter  to  Mr  Marriot  at  this  time, 
gpeaking  of  Dr  Marsh,  says — '^  By  the  by,  I  hope 
to  surprise  him  whenever  I  hâve  the  honour  of  meet- 
ing with  him,  by  an  interprétation  of  the  iU-fated 
and  ill-worded  passage,  which,  with  ail  his  ability  and 
ingenuity,  he  could  not  hit  on,  and  none  else  has 
hit  on,  because  it  dépends  on  a  knowledge  of  facts, 
and  allégations,  and  accusations  about  my  intentions 
at  the  time,  which  no  one  could  now  develope  with- 
out  being  told,  and  going  back  to  that  time— an  in- 
terprétation which  will  show  it  less  inconsistent  than 
it  appears,  and  has  been  represented,  even  by  those 
most  desirous  of  construing  it  favourably.  I  much 
admire  that  any  person  should  be  so  acute  as  to 
explore,  and  bring  forward,  the  gênerai  defence  in  the 
very  way  I  intended,  of  ail  my  spéculations,  (suited  to 
the  then  state  of  things,  and  of  mens'  minds,)  which 
followed  thèse  words — ^^  Hère  my  experiment  ends!' 
None  but  Dr  Marsh  could  hâve  made  this  discovery. 
For  the  rest  I  hâve  no  room.  I  only  say,  without 
adverting  to  the  context,  and  the  drift  of  my  déclama- 
tion, (for  argument  I  cannot  call  it,)  that  I  was 
generaUy  accused,  as  you  know,  of  enthusiasm,  and  the 
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most  dangerous  designs  of  educating  ail  the  poor  at 
the  public  expense,  in  ail  the  sciences  said  to  be  tanght 
at  the  Asylum  at  Egmore— of  entertaining  my  Utopian 
schemes  for  the  universel  diffusion  of  gênerai  know- 
ledge,  not  meaning,  whatever  the  unlucky  construction 
may  be,  reading  and  writing,  but  what  gênerai 
knowledge  actually  does  mean — ^literature  and  science. 
I  was  also  alleged  to  wish  for  an  ^  indiscrinUnate 
éducation  '  for  the  poor  and  for  the  rich,  in  letters  and 
science  :  and  it  was  of  such  purposes  I  spoke,  or  meant 
to  speak.  I  had  no  appréhension  (and,  therefore,  did 
not  weigh  my  words  on  that  side)  of  being  accused  of 
wishing  for,  and  asking,  too  httle,  nor  bas  any  one 
ever  brought  that  accusation  against  me,  but  for  other 
purposes  than  setting  forth  the  truth.  I  am  not,  how- 
ever,  ignorant,  that  there  is  more  than  enough  in  the 
whole  paragraph  (even  after  I  shaJl  bave  explained  its 
context  and  drifb)  for  my  enemies  to  take  hold  of, 
and  perhaps  to  puzzle  my  advocates  to  défend*  It  is 
only  you,  and  those  who  know  me  as  you  do,  that  know 
how  much  I  bave  sacrificed  to  truth  and  consistency, 
without  which  no  man,  in  the  long  run,  wUl  ever 
accomplish  any  great  object,  or  bring  about  any  gênerai 
reformation." 

The  subject  was  now,  and  had  been  previously,  taken 
up  by  several  Reviews.  A  most  violent  article  against 
Dr  Bell  appeared  in  the  Edinhurgh  Review  for  Nov. 
1810,  which  vras  repUed  to  in  1812  by  the  British 
Review.  An  article  also  appeared  about  this  time 
by  my  father  in  the  Qitarterlt/  Review,  which,  in 
1812,  he  much  enlarged,  and  published  in  a  small 
octavo,  under  the  title  of  "  The  Origin,  Nature,  and 
Object  of  the  New  System  of  Education." 
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CHAPTER  XXXL 

Schoolmasters'  Society — ^Meetings  and  Proposab  for  establûhing  a  Métro- 
politan  8ooiety--Mr  Bouyer's  Plan— Final  Constitution  of  the  National 
Society. 

While  this  controversy  was  going  on,  the  cause  was 
graduallj  progressing  in  other  ways.  A  '^  School- 
masters'  Society"  was  in  progreôs  of  formation,  which, 
though  of  little  ultimate  importance,  waa  still  a  iink  in 
the  chain.  This  club  or  society  was  to  be  composed 
of  schoolmasters  who  taught  on  the  Madras  System — 
none  others  being  eligible  ;  and  was  chiefly  intended  as 
a  sort  of  benefit  club  for  the  support  of  the  members 
when  sick  or  superannuated,  and  for  the  relief  of  their 
wiyes  and  children.  Dr  Bell,  having  been  informed  of 
its  establishment,  wrote  the  foUowing  letter  to  the 
members  : — 

'*  Hartlepool,  October  4»  1811. 

*'  My  Friends, 

^'  I  feel  a  deep  interest  in  your  society,  and  I 
hear  with  great  satisfaction  the  progress  which  you 
make  ;  but,  in  regard  to  the  measures  most  advisable 
for  you  to  pursue  to  promote  its  growth  and  success,  I 
do  not  présume  to  think  that  I  can  suggest  any  thing 
that  will  not  be  better  done  by  the  able  and  worthy 
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counsellors  and  associâtes  who  happily  take  a  lead 
în  jour  coDcerns.  But  I  know  you  too  well  to  enter- 
tain  a  doubt  of  jour  indulging  me^  if  I  avail  myself 
of  the  privilège  which  you  hâve  often  granted  to  xaj 
long  expérience^  of  repeating  to  you  at  this  important 
crisis^  an  observation  which  I  think  it  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  be  deeply  impressed  on  your  minds  and 
hearts,  as  you  value  the  satisfaction  and  approbation  of 
the  directors  and  visitors  of  your  schools^  the  profit  and 
delight  of  your  pupils^  and  your  own  ease  and  comfort. 
On  you^  my  friends,  much  dépends,  not  only  as  to  tbe 
présent  race  of  poor  children,  but  also  to  future  généra- 
tions, who  will  expérience  the  benefit  of  what  you  are 
now  doing.'* 

He  then,  afiter  laying  down  a  number  of  rules  for 
conducting  and  managing  schools,  &c.,  proceeds — 

**  I  purpose  being  in  town  erelong,  if  it  be  only  to 
visit  you,  my  friends  ;  and  if  the  above  rules  be  strict- 
ly  and  undeviatingly  observed  from  the  time  of  your 
receiving  this  letter,  we  shaU  hâve  a  pleasure  in  meet- 
ing, even  more  than  heretofore.  If  any  of  you  hâve  not 
yet  experienced  the  gratification  which  yourselves  and 
your  pupils  might  dérive  firom  the  benefit  of  perfect 
instruction,  I  promise  you  that  it  wiU  exceed  what 
you  can  before  bave  imagined. 

"  With  every  good  wish  for  you  and  your  pupils' 
welfare,  I  am,  gentlemen,  your  sincère  firiend, 

"  A.  Bell." 

Dr  BeU  afterwards  became  an  honorary  member  of 
this  Society,  and  an  annual  subscriber  to  it  of  four 
guineas.  It  is  not,  however,  necessary  to  enter  further 
into  its  histoiy  hère. 
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Meantime  those  friends  of  the  cause  who  were  desi- 
rous  of  establîshing  a  *'  National  Institution/'  had  not 
relaxed  theîr  efforts.  A  meeting  had  been  held  on  the 
16th  of  May^  previous  to  which  Mr  Marriot  had  drawn 
up  a  paper^  which  had  been  submitted  to  the  arch- 
bishop,  whose  chaplain^  Dr  Barton^  thus  wrote  to  him 
the  daj  foUowing  the  meeting — 

«*  Lambeth  Falaoe,  May  17. 1811. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

'*  Your  absence  from  the  meeting  jesterdaj  was  a 
disappointment  to  me,  and  I  was  truly  sorrj  for  the 
cause.  I  had  preyiously  submitted  your  paper  to  the 
considération  of  his  grâce,  who  expressed  bis  approbar- 
tion  of  the  plan  generally,  but  seemed  to  doubt  whe- 
ther  it  called  the  attention  of  the  public  in  a  way  suffi- 
ciently  pointed.  I  observed  to  him  that  it  was  a  sim- 
ple statement  of  facts,  making  known  the  priority  of 
Dr  BeH's  claim.  It  is  also,  I  might  bave  added,  in 
perfect  harmony  with  the  publications  of  our  friend, 
who  studiously  kept  out  of  sight  that  there  was  a  com- 
petitor.  My  opinion,  however,  is,  that  active  exer- 
tion  alone  wiU  meet  the  danger.  Thèse  are  the  means 
by  which  the  opposing  party  bave  attained  their  pré- 
sent alarming  size.  Equal  actiyity  must  be  employed 
on  our  side.  But  how  ?  In  the  very  way  pointed  out 
by  our  friend  £ull  four  years  ago — ^through  the  hierarchy 
itself.  From  Lambeth  palace  the  stream  might  be 
conveyed  in  a  regular,  ostablished,  and  acknowledged 
course,  to  the  remotest  and  most  obscure  corners  of  the 
kingdom.  In  its  immédiate  neighbourhood  also  might 
baye  been  formed,  according  to  the  original  plan  of  the 
same  mind,  a  seminaiy  for  teachers  qualified  to  carry 
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the  System  into  effect,  wherever  their  services  mîght  be 
requîred. 

^'  Dr  Bell  is  to  hâve  an  audience  of  the  archbishop 
on  Sunday.  Will  ît  not  be  better  to  wait  till  you  are 
acquainted  with  the  resuit  of  the  conférence  V* 

What  took  place  on  this  occasion  does  not  appear. 
But^  on  the  4th  of  July^  another  meeting  was  held^  of 
which  Mr  Marriot  gives  the  foUowing  account  in  a  let- 
ter  to  Dr  Bell,  who  had  retumed  to  Durham  : — 

<' London,  Joly  5,  1811. 

*'  My  much-loved  Friend, 

"  You  will  probably  hâve  a  much  better  report  of 
our  proceedings  yesterday  from  Davis  or  Mr  Bouyer  ; 
but  I  must  send  you  a  hasty  sketch.  We  had  a  very 
small  meeting — only  nine  persons,  but  those  certaînly 
choice  ones — and  five  of  them  (Messrs  Bouyer,  Mat- 
thias, Norris,  Cumming,  and  Bowles,)  are  on  Monday 
to  prépare  a  circular  for  distribution,  explaining  the 
society's  objects.  I  believe  we  shall  not  advertise  till 
we  hâve  gained  a  considérable  list  of  names.  Norris 
is  desired  by  the  archbishop  to  report  to  him  every 
thing,  and  received  so  much  encouragement  in  an  inter- 
view last  Monday,  that  he  intends  requesting  bis  grâce 
to  recommend  ail  the  bishops  of  bis  province  to  join 
the  Society.  He  assured  Norris  that  he  had  lately  ex- 
pressed  bis  sentiments,  as  fully  and  freely  as  he  did  at 
Bartlett's  Buildings,  to  every  one  of  the  royal  fanabfj 
who  had  patronised  the  System  of  L.  If  this  îs  any 
thing  like  truth,  good  must  come  of  it.  We  had  Dr 
Price,  (your  bishop's  nephew,)  Mr  Powell,  rector  of 
Hornden  in  Essex,  and  Davis,  at  the  dinner,  besides 


LIFE  OF  DR  BELL.  341 

those  I  have  meutioned  above.  Lord  Kenyon  and  the 
Bishop  of  Durham  deputed  Bouyer  and  myself  to  sub- 
scribe what  we  pleased  for  them  ;  and  Lord  Kenyon 
sont  a  long  string  of  hints  for  résolutions^  which  we  ail 
liked.  One  of  them  obtained  from  Davis  a  very  useful 
offer  to  the  society^  viz.  that  of  his  committee  rooms  for 
a  day  résidence  for  our  secretary,  a  person  we  must 
certainly  obtain  without  delay.  Till  we  have  any  other 
metropolitan  exemplar  of  the  System  besides  G.  Walk, 
no  résidence  can  be  more  appropriate  for  the  secretary. 
But  I  trust  we  soon  shall  have  a  central  public  semi- 
nary.  Mr  Bouyer  persuaded  us  that  the  conversion  of 
the  présent  race  of  masters  by  fair  lure  was  more  likely 
to  prove  practicable^  than  the  training  up  a  set  of  young 
men  to  fiU  their  places  ;  but  this  was  reported  to  be 
<^ntrary  to  your  opinion.  In  many  instances^  where 
the  masters  are  very  old^  they  must,  it  was  allowed^  be 
pensioned  off.  Bouyer's  charge  is  in  the  press,  and  a 
proof  of  Marsh's  sermon  was  exhibited  at  Bartlett's 
Buildings  last  Tuesday." 

Shortly  after  this  Mr  Davis  writes  thus  to  Dr  Bell 
conceming  thèse  proceedings — "  We  have  had  two 
meetings  on  the  subject  of  the  new  society  for  encou- 
raging  the  spread  of  the  System^  and  for  assisting  the 
«choolmasters.  I  am  well  aware  that  it  is  no  easy 
matter  to  combine  every  thing  needfîil,  so  as  to  go 
forth  with  éclat  ;  but  I  really  think  something  will  now 
be  donc.  I  find  Mr  Norris  able,  zealous^  persevering^ 
and  independent.  The  archbishop  has  not  yet  been 
décisive  ;  but  he  is  most  vigorously  pushed  to  give  hi3 
patronage.  I  understand  he  offers  money,  but  déclares 
against  taking  any  step  that  may  appear   to  be  in 
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opposition  to  the  Prince  Régent.  It  is  not  quite  dear 
that  the  Society  for  promoting  Christian  Knowledge 
may  not  be  the  proper  and  ready  instrument  for  effect- 
ing  eveiy  thing  that  is  désirable^  and  it  is  by  some 
thought  they  ought  to  be  first  formally  requested  to 
undertake  the  work.  Dr  Marsh's  sermon  is  ont.  I 
daresay  the  clergy  in  your  neighbourhood  will  read  and 
epread  it.  It  is  a  powerful  production.  The  notice 
taken  of  your  Whitechapel  friends  and  their  reports, 
<îannot  fail  of  being  truly  gratifying — if  they  wished 
any  reward  in  this  world,  they  certainly  hâve  it.  What 
can  be  greater  than  in  hearing  from  high  authorities 
that  they  hâve  been  instrumental  in  the  support  of 
their  own  pure  Church  establishment?  If  this  sermon 
is  read  by  those  who  ought  to  read  it,  the  new,  or  the 
renovated  society  will  find  but  little  difficulty  in  cany- 
ing  forward  ail  their  plans.  I  anticipate  a  grand  school 
to  reçoive,  accommodate,  and  instruct  maâters  from  ail 
parts — ^to  fumish  means  to  ail  who  want  them,  and  to 
provide  for  the  cases  of  superannuations,  orphans^  and 
widows." 

In  ail  thèse  proceedings  and  suggestions  Dr  Bell 
âppears  to  hâve  taken  a  deep  interest;  and  though 
then  far  distant  from  the  scène  of  action,  he  continuaUy 
assisted  those  who  were  more  immediately  engaged  in 
forwarding  this  object  with  his  advice  and  encourage- 
ment. "  My  proposai,'*  he  writes  to  Mr  Davis  early 
in  August,  **  would  be,  not  to  omit  in  your  schemes 
the  giving  immédiate  encouragement  to  meritorious 
masters,  and  so,  to  create  such,  there  should  be  a  quar- 
terly,  half-yearly,  or  annual  report  of  every  master^ 
and  of  the  progress  of  his  school,  authenticated  by 
visitors  ;  prizes  should  be  given  to  those  who  culti- 
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rate  the  infant  mind  and  îmmortal  spirit^  and  not  be 
confined  to  beautifui  flowers  and  fat  oxen.  .... 
We  shall  never  thrive  as  we  ought,  till  we  hâve  one 
school  in  perfect  order  in  the  metropolis,  where  noasters 
may  be  trained^  and  to  which  they  may  be  referred." 

And  again^  soon  afterwards^  he  says — "  What  we  hâve 
wanted  ever  since  I  entered  Whitechapel  school^  and 
what  we  want  more  and  more^  is  masters  ;  the  way  to 
obtain  them^  (and  they  are  the  groundwork,  or  ought 
to  be,  of  every  plan  from  every  quarter,)  is  by  having 
two  in  constant  training,  I  say,  in  Gower's  Walk 
school,  so  that  when  one  goes  another  may  succeed. 
They  are  only  to  be  found  by  advertisements,  in  which 
qualifications  and  character  are  to  be  particnlarly  speci- 
fied,  ail  their  expenses  to  be  borne  while  training,  and 
to  be  sent  out  as  called  for,  and  most  requisite.  This 
surely,  so  exceedingly  désirable,  might  be  begun  with, 
and  if  more  than  two  were  admitted  in  the  first  instance 
it  were  still  better.  Through  them  your  school  might 
be  rendered  perfect  in  ail  its  branches," 

The  next  information  we  find  on  this  subject  is  in  a 
letter  from  Mr  Norris  to  Mr  Davis,  in  which  he  says 
— *^  I  am  glad  to  see  by  your  former  letter  that  you 
concur  in  opinion  with  myself  and  several  others,  whose 
opinions  are  of  much  more  value  than  mine,  that  we 
cannot  do  better  than  commit  ourselves  to  the  guidance 
of  Dr  Marsh,  in  the  momentous  design  we  are  project- 
ing  ;  and  I  hâve  much  pleasure  in  assuring  you,  that 
he  enters  with  ail  the  zeal  of  the  most  fervent  amongst 
us  into  our  design,  and  at  the  same  time  displays 
every  talent  requisite  for  building  it  upon  a  substantial 
basis,  and  for  carrying  it  on  to  perfection.  He  has 
bestowed  uncommon  pains  upon  the  circular  we  are 
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preparing^  having  first^  as  I  told  you^  sent  up  a 
rough  draft  entirely  of  his  own^  and  having  patiendy 
considered  and  reconsidered  altérations  and  improve- 
ments  which  hâve  been  submitted  to  him^  and  haying 
set  himself  down  doggedly  to  work  upon  every  hint  that 
bas  been  suggested.  In  a  few  days  I  hope  a  few  proofs 
of  tbe  circnlar  will  be  stnick  off,  that  it  may  be  privately 
circulated  amongst  a  few  persons^  to  bave  the  benefit 
of  their  remarks  previous  to  its  publication.  What 
Lord  Radstock  suggests  I  trust  Mr  Rivington  will 
attend  to^  as  much  benefit  may  be  expected  from  it. 
This  expérience  has  prored;  for  the  idea  originated 
with  me^  and  I  published  it  in  the  Chehnsford  and 
Ipswich  papers^  and  I  know  it  has  promoted  much 
conversation  upon  the  question  in  the  counties." 

This  letter  Mr  Davis  enclosed  to  Dr  Bell  for  his 
information^  observing  at  the  same  time — *^  This  great 
Society  is  so  likely  to  go  beyond  any  thing  the  school- 
masters  had  contemplated^  and  is  Ukely  to  take  so  much 
time  to  complète^  that  they  appear  to  be  better  satisfied 
to  go  on  with  their  own  benefit  plan." 

On  the  27th  of  this  month  a  meeting  was  accord- 
ingly  held,  at  which  a  prospectus  for  a  newsociety  was 
agreed  to^  and  a  variety  of  resolutions  entered  into, 
among  which  were  the  following  : — "  That  it  shoidd  be 
called  the  Metropolitan  Society  for  promoting  the  Edu- 
cation of  the  Poor  in  the  Principles  of  the  Established 
Church,  according  to  the  system  invented  and  practised 
by  the  Rev.  Dr  Bell 

"  That  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  masters  wherever 
they  may  be  wanted^  a  central  institution  be  established 
in  the  metropolîs^  at  which  the  présent  masters  of  the 
parochial  and  charity  schools,  as  also  any  other  masters 
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who  are  members  of  the  Church  of  England^  if  they  are 
willing  to  learn  the  new  method  of  instruction,  shall 
reoeive  every  encouragement  and  assistance 

"  That  the  executive  power  of  this  society  be  vested 
in  a  président,  yice-presidents,  and  a  committee  consist- 
ing  of  persons  subscribing  one  guinea  annually,  or  ten 
guineas  at  one  time,  and  being  members  of  the  Society 
for  promoting  Christian  Knowledge;  of  whom  one- 
third  shall  be  beneficed  clergymen,  having  their  prin- 
cipal résidence  in  or  near  the  metropolis 

''  That  copies  of  thèse  proceedings  be  sent  to  the 
Most  Rev.  the  Archbishops  and  the  Right  Rev.  the 
Bishops,  with  letters  respectfully  soliciting  their  patron- 
age of  this  Society."  Agreeably  with  the  last  resolution, 
Dr  Marsh  communicated  the  contents  of  this  prospectus 
to  the  archbishops  and  bishops,  applying  first  to  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  who  not  only  promised  his 
most  cordial  support,  but  afisured  them  that  they  should 
be  patronized  by  the  Prince  Régent,  with  whom  he 
had  communicated  on  the  subject. 

"  The  Archbishop  of  Yor^"  writcs  Dr  Marsh  to 
Lord  Kenyon  at  this  time,  '^  is  zealotis  for  the  society, 
also  the  Bishop  of  £ly.  The  Bishop  of  London  likewise 
promises  his  support,  but  with  his  usual  circumspection, 
if  placed  in  proper  hands,  which  I  trustait  will.  The 
Bishop  of  Norwich  also  is  hearty  in  the  cause,  as  well  as 
the  Bishop  of  Bristol.  I  hâve  received  also  this  morning 
a  letter  fuU  of  good  wishes  from  the  Bishop  of  Win- 
chester. From  the  other  bishops  I  hâve  not  yet  heard, 
but  expect  answers  daily.'* 

Notwithstanding  this  apparent  progress,  there  was 
still  some  uncertainty  on  the  subject,  "  It  now  seems," 
says   Mr  Marriot  in  a  letter  to   Dr  Marsh,    ''  that 
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Norris's*  communication  of  good  tidings  from  the 
Bishop  of  London  (of  which  I  think  I  apprized  you) 
was  not  quite  correct.  The  archbishop's  request  was 
only  gênerai,  and  the  Regent*s  answer  of  course  of  the 
same  kind.  By  this  time,  however,  according  to  what 
the  Bishop  of  E.  told  Lord  R.  last  Saturday,  I  trust 
the  primate  has  done  ail  that  was  wanted^  by  a  personal 
interview  with  the  Régent/' 

And  a  few  days  later,  he  writes — ^^  The  Prince  has 
accepted,  and  we  hoped  yesterday  to  appear  to-morrow 
in  the  Moming  Post  It  is  thought  due  to  the  late 
sacrifices  of  the  éditer,  to  give  him  our  Jirst  advertîse- 
ment  alone,  and  to  order  an  immense  impression  for 
our  use  for  gênerai  circulation.'* 

There  still,  however,  seems  to  hâve  been  some  deli- 
cacy  in  bringing  the  Prince  Regent's  name  forward  in 
this  advertisement.  In  a  letter  written  at  this  time  by 
Mr  Marriot  to  Lord  Kenyon,  he  says — ^'  I  am  led  to 
hope,  that  when  the  subscription  list  is  printed  and  ad- 
vertised,  the  Régent  will  occupy  bis  proper  place.  It 
seems  they  bave  been  acting  with  intended  delicacy  in 
the  late  advertisements,  because  they  had  not  accepted 
the  gracions  offer,  but  they  had  requested  it,  and  vnth 
royalty  we  do  not  stick  to  the  common  rules  of  con- 
tracts.  I  wish  we  may  not  bave  ofFended  bis  Royal 
Highness." 

While  thèse  arrangements  had  been  making  in  Lon- 
don, Mr  Bouyer,  who,  having  been  présent  at  some  of 
the  early  meetings  which  had  been  held,  had  retumed 
to  Durham,  had  been  also  forming  a  plan  for  a  society 
for  the  promotion  of  national  éducation,  not  being  aware 

*  Mr  Norrîs  had  nndertaken  the  office  of  secretary  to  the  society,  pro 
tem. 
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of  the  progress  which  had  been  made  in  London  since 
his  departure. 

The  chief  features  of  this  scheme  were — That  the 
Bociety  was  to  consistof  annual  subscribers^  limited  to  five 
shillings  each  ;  that  benefactors  of  £5,  and  under  £10^ 
were  to  be  govemors  as  long  as  they  continued  annual 
Bubscribers  ;  and  that  benefactors  of  £10  and  upwards 
were  to  be  govemors  for  life.  As  soon  as  the  governors 
for  life  should  amount  to  twenty-five,  each  of  them  was 
to  undertake  to  procure  three  other  governors,  (bene- 
factors of  &&  or  upwards.)  The  number  of  govemors 
being  thus  increased  to  one  hundred,  each  of  the  said 
govemors  should  engage  to  procure  eight  annual  sub- 
scribers,  of  either  sex,  willing  to  be  admitted  on  the  like 
condition  of  procuring  each  three  annual  subscribers  ; 
and  lafitlj,  thèse  twenty-four  new  subscribers  should 
each  procure  an  additional  subscriber.  AU  subscribers 
afterwards  were  to  be  eamestly  requested  to  endeavour 
to  extend  the  society  in  their  respective  neighbourhoods, 
but  were  not  to  be  under  any  particular  engagement  as 
to  time  or  number.*' 

As  soon  as  the  above  recited  part  of  the  plan  should 
be  executed,  a  gênerai  meeting  of  govemors  was  to  be 
called  in  London,  to  choose  a  treasurer  and  other  officers, 
and  to  deliberate  on  the  best  mode  of  forwarding  the 
intentions  of  the  society. 

A  copy  of  this  plan  he  forwarded  to  Mr  Davis,  with 
a  letter  requesting  him  to  appoint  a  meeting  at  which  it 
might  be  read  and  discussed,  and  proposing,  at  the  same 
time,  ''  that  Mr  Bowles'intended  circular,  or  an  abridge- 
ment  of  it,  or  extracts  from  Dr  Marsh 's  sermon,  or  his 
own  charge,  or  any  other  compilation,  showing  the  danger 
of  Lancaster's  proceedings  in  a  clear  and  forcible  man- 
ner,''  together  with  ''  a  short  account  of  the  intentions 
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of  the  Society/'  should  be  drawn  up  and  sent  round 
to  the  clergy  and  others,  as  a  necessaiy  preliminary 
step. 

Neither  the  scheme  nor  the  letter  accompanying  it 
are  dated  in  the  copies  sent  to  Dr  Bell  ;  but  from  an 
allusion  to  it  in  a  letter  from  Dr  Bell  to  Mr  Davis^ 
of  August  6,  it  is  évident  that  it  must  hâve  been 
prier  to  that  time.  "  Mr  Bouyer's  scheme,"  he  says, 
*'  you  hâve  received.  It  requires  his  energetic  présence. 
Without  the  conviction  of  those  into  whose  hands  it 
may  go,  that  it  is  practicable,  their  best  exertions  will 
not  be  drawn  forth.  He  feels  ail  the  enthusiasm  of  an 
inventer,  and  without  enthusiasm  nothing  can  be  donc 
with  eifect  ;  and  even  with  enthusiasm  there  must  be 
co-operation." 

And  again,  on  the  27  th  of  August,  in  a  letter  to  my 
father,  he  says,  "  I  cannot  deny  myself  the  satisfaction 
of  informing  you,  that  there  are  several  schemes  on  the 
tapis  for  spreading  religions  instruction  through  the 
church.  In  none  of  them  do  I  take  the  lead,  or  even 
a  part,  so  as  to  commit  myself.  One  of  them,  by  Mr 
Bouyer,  I  send  confidentially  to  you.  It  bas  been  in 
the  hands  of  the  Prime  Minister,  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  his  authority  for  its  circulation  under  a  go- 
vemment  cover.  He  bas  corrected  it  most  properly, 
(by  altering  what  alluded  to  the  sanction  of  the  Prince 
Régent  and  his  royal  brothers  to  the  L******n  schools,) 
with  a  view  of  putting  it  into  the  hands  of  the  Prince, 
and  of  informing  him  on  a  subject  where  he  thinks  he 
had  acted  inadvertently.  That,  in  the  end,  justice  will 
be  donc  and  the  truth  prevail,  I  entertain  little  doubt." 

"  Bouyer's  plan,"  writes  Mr  Marriot  to  Dr  Bell,  '*  is 
incomparable,  except  as  to  his  sélection  of  twenty-five 
pioneers,  who  ought  to  be,  as  I  hâve  told  him,  ail  pi^blic 
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men.  Lord  Kenyon  has  accepted  a  place  in  thé  first 
list^  and  has  applied  to  others  of  similar  or  higher  rank 
to  do  the  same^  and  put  B.  in  the  way  to  do  more.  I 
hayebeggedto  join  the  seventy-five,  and  must  positively 
décline  any  higher  honour." 

Matters  did  not,  however,  long  proceed  so  smoothly  ; 
and  as  might  hâve  been  expected^  where  two  différent 
plans  came^  as  it  were^  in  contact^  some  misunderstand«- 
ing  arose  between  the  two  parties.  The  following  long 
letter  frorn  Mr  Bouyer  to  Mr  Norris,  (the  acting  secre- 
tary  for  the  metropolitan  society,)  will  show  clearly  how 
the  case  stood^  and  what  was  the  différence  between  the 
two  opposing  schemes. 

''  Dear  Sh-,  "  i«h. 

"  I  cannot  help  expressing  some  concem  and 
regret,  that  for  want  of  a  freer  and  more  open  commu- 
nication of  the  measures  you  were  taking,  I  found  my- 
self  not  only  deprived  of  the  opportunity  of  suggesting 
my  thoughts  upon  your  plan  before  its  publication, 
which  probably  would  hâve  been  but  of  little  use,  but 
chiefly  that  my  total  ignorance  of  your  proceedings  has 
been  the  cause  of  my  going  on  with  mine,  to  a  degree 
which  has  given  a  great  deal  of  unnecessary  trouble  and 
some  disappointment  to  several  gentlemen,  many  of 
them  of  high  rank,  and  ail  of  great  respectability,  who 
honoured  my  proposai  (visionary  as  it  seems  to  hâve 
appeared  to  my  friends  in  London}  with  their  most 
flattering  approbation,  and  were  even  sanguine  in  their 
hopes  of  its  success.  My  wish  was  to  establish,  not  a 
metropolitan,  but  a  national  society  for  the  éducation  of 
the  poor.  I  had  contrived  a  mechanism  for  it,  which 
was  ready  mounted,  and  the  materials  for  which  I  col- 
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lected  with  a  good  deal  of  labour,  tîme,  and  expense. 
But  I  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  I  could,  with  the 
utmost  cheerfulness,  lay  them  by  with  much  sîmilar  lum- 
ber,  remaining  from  other  ineffectuai  projects,  and  co- 
operate  zealously  for  the  accomplishment  of  your  views, 
if  they  were  consistent  with,  or  reconcilable  to,  those 
broad  principles  upon  which  I  hâve  hitherto  acted.  As 
it  is,  my  reliance  on  your  candeur  does  not  permit  me  to 
suppose  that  you  wiU  be  offended  with  me  for  dedining 
to  recommend  what  I  cannot  approve,  or  charge  me  with 
obstinacy  for  adhering  to  my  grounds  of  dissent,  though 
I  should  fail  to  convince  you  of  their  solidity.  They 
are  as  follows  : — 

^^  This  plan  may  be  well  calculated  for  the  meridian 
of  London,  but  I  do  not  suppose  it  will  (nor,  to  say  the 
truth,  do  I  think  it  ought  to)  succeed  without  veiy  con- 
sidérable amendments.  The  adoption  of  the  new  Sys- 
tem of  éducation  will  involve  local  exigencies,  which 
cannot  be  ftiUy  known,  nor  easily  described  to  the  inha^ 
bitants  of  London,  who  are  always  miserably  déficient 
in  the  knowledge  of  country  affairs.  Great  expenses 
must  be  incurred  for  buildings,  considérable  annual  sums 
must  be  raised  for  pay  of  masters,  fiiel,  stationary, 
rewards  to  teachers,  &c.  AU  thèse  are  great  under- 
takings,  quite  out  of  the  reach  of  any  gênerai  society,  and 
must,  in  each  place,  be  provided  for  on  the  spot  where 
they  are  wanted  by  those  immediately  concemed.  It 
cannot  be  supposed  that  the  persons  who  hâve  either 
made  such  sacrifices,  or  are  preparing  for  them,  wiU 
make  themselves  dépendent  on  any  society  in  London 
for  those  minor  succours  which  may  be  expected  firom 
the  union  of  schools,  and  which  they  hâve  readier  and 
botter  means  of  effecting  at,  or  near,  home.    I  will  con- 
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sider  this  with  regard  to  three  objects  mentioned  in  the 
prospectus^  and  thèse  almost  the  onlj  ones  which  will 
call  for  any  ezpenditure  worth  mentioning — ^benefit 
Society  for  schoolmasters  and  famîlies — ^instruction  of 
masters — supplj  of  books  and  tracts. 

^'  1.  How  could  a  schooknasters'  association  be  formed 
in  London^  from  which  the  objects  of  its  relief^  in  distant 
parts  of  the  country,  could  reap  any  certain^  permanent, 
or  équitable  advantage  ?  How  could  its  fiinds  be  so 
applied  at  a  distance  as  to  provide  for  real  merit,  and 
guard  against  fraudulent  applications  ? 

^^  2.  For  what  assignable  reasons  should  candidates 
for  instruction  in  the  new  mode  of  teaching,  put  them- 
selres  or  the  society  to  the  expense  of  a  London  joumey 
to  attend  the  central  school,  and  remain  in  that  expen- 
sive place  two  or  three  months,  when  the  inhabitants 
of  the  north  may  hâve  recourse  to  the  Bishop  of 
Durham's  munificent  foundation  at  Auckland,  and 
those  of  the  west  to  the  school  springing  up  in  the 
diocess  of  Ëxeter,  and  when,  ail  over  England,  every 
school,  when  established,  may  serve  as  a  seminary  for 
the'masters  wanted  in  its  neighbourhood  ? 

^'  3.  As  to  the  supply  of  books,  it  bas  of  late  been 
discovered,  that  the  tracts  most  in  use  may  be  reprinted 
in  the  country,  in  a  more  convenient  form  for  the 
Madras  schools,  and  at  little  more  than  half  the  price 
at  which  the  Society  for  promoting  Christian  Know- 
ledge can  afford  them  to  its  members,  which  would  be 
an  advisable  step  if  it  saved  only  the  carriage.  Is  it 
then  to  be  believed  that  in  thèse,  or  any  other  instances 
where  property  is  concemed,  the  people  of  the  country 
will  subscribe  their  money  to  a  society  in  London,  to 
which  they  must  afterwards  tum  humble  suitors,  under 
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the  disadvantage  of  becoming  competitors  with  those 
"whose  circumstances^  from  their  vicinity,  will  of  course 
make  a  far  deeper  impression  on  the  minds  of  the  ad- 
ministrators  in  London  ?    Are  the  gentlemen  who  pro- 
pose such  schemes  aware  of  the  daily  increasing  com- 
plaints  occasioned  throughout  the  kingdom,  bj  the  over- 
grown  influence  through  which  almost  every  county  in 
Ëngland  is  govemed  bj  a  junta,  holding  its  meetings  at 
some  tavem^  or  other  place  of  rendezvous^  in  the  métro- 
poUs,  and  more  and  more  ezcluding  the  résident  gentry, 
clergy,  and  yeomanry  from  that  share  which  they  may 
reasonably  ezpect  in  the  management  and  control  of 
their  omti  concerns  ?     And  do  they  really  believe  that 
with  such  feelings  of  grievance,  whether  real  or  imagi- 
nary,  the  country  will  lay  itself  under  contribution  to 
encourage  the  transaction  in  London  of  any  business, 
of  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  diocesses  would 
be  infinitely  better  qualifîed  to  judge  on  the  spot? 
How,  then,  will  the  plan  of  the  MetropoUtan  Society 
for  Education  be  received  ?  where  the  very  first  notice 
of  it  is  accompanied  by  laws,  attempted  to  be  made 
fondamental  by  the  enactment  of  the  unknown  pro- 
jectors,   the   express   purport   of  which   laws   is,   to 
exclude   the   country   subscribers  from   any   possible 
share   in   the   administration   and  distribution  of  the 
funds   which  they  are   thus  called  upon   to  fîirnîsh, 
without  so  much  as  a  mention  of  any  diocesan  or  other 
country  society  or  committee  :  ail  to  be  managed  by  a 
fixed  committee  in  London,  in  which  no  country  sub- 
scribers can  hâve  a  vote,  unless,  first,  he  be  also  a  member 
of  a  society,  the  late  proceedings  of  which  are  far  from 
meeting  with  gênerai  approbation  even  of  its  warmest 
friends  and  well-wishers  ;  second,  unless  he  also  suc- 
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ceed  in  his  endeavours  to  become  a  member  of  that 
committee^  and  aflter  all^  as  if  thèse  restrictions,  exclu- 
sions, and  discouragements  were  insufficient  to  keep 
country  folks  at  a  distance,  one  third  part  of  this  so 
prematurely  described  committee,  must  consist  of  cler- 
gy  résident  in  London.  Surely  the  facilities  of  their 
attendance  should,  by  the  Fellows  of  Sion  Collège,  &c,, 
be  considered  as  a  very  sufficient  security  for  theîr 
obtaining  what  others  would  call  an  undue  preponde* 
rance,  in  a  concem  acknowledged  to  be  national. 

*^  Thèse,  my  dear  sir,  are  my  objections  to  the 
metropolitan  society,  as  announced  in  the  prospectus 
with  which  you  hâve  favoured  me.  If  they  could  be 
obviated  by  any  modifications  which  you,  or  the  gentle- 
men acting  with  you,  may  think  of,  I  should  be  very 
glad  to  hear  from  you  on  this  interesting  subject;  if  not, 
with  hearty  and  sincère  good  wishes  for  the  success  of 
the  grand  object  which  we  ail  hâve  in  view,  I  shaU  feel 
it  necessary  to  confine  my  Uttle  opérations  and  contri- 
butions to  that  small  circle  in  which  alone  I  can  hope 
that  they  will  produce  any  perceptible  advantage," 

In  his  reply  to  this  letter,  Mr  Norrîs,  after  vindicating 
himself  and  his  associâtes  in  London  from  the  charge 
of  a  want  of  openness  in  communicating  with  Mr 
Bouyer,  proceeds  to  défend  the  plan  of  a  metropolitan 
Bocîety,  upon  the  ground  that  they  had  not  laid  them- 
selves  under  the  restrictions  Mr  Bouyer  complained  of, 
and  that  in  their  title  they  *'  had  provided,  though 
unobtrusively,  for  a  ramification,  should  it  be  deemed 
expédient,  into  every  corner  of  the  kingdom."  *'  Our 
work,"  he  went  on  to  say,  **  we  considered  as  limited 
to  merely  laying  the  foundation,  and  sketc^ing  the 
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outlinc  of  the  plan^  and  the  superstructure  will  be  mat- 
ter  of  considération  for  the  committee^  when  the  societ j 
is  embodied  ;  and  I  am  perfectlj  certain  it  is  the  gênerai 
désire  of  ail  with  whom  I  am  acting,  and  they  now 
become  a  host^  without  any  personal  considérations  or 
prepossessions^  to  rear  such  an  édifice  as  shall,  in  the  most 
effectuai  way^  accompUsh  the  grand  object — the  gênerai 
dissémination  of  religions  instruction  according  to  the 
accredited  formularies  of  the  Ghurch  of  Ëngland  ;  of 
course  your  suggestions  will  then  be  taken  into  considéra- 
tion, with  ail  that  déférence  and  respect  which  is  due  to 
aperson  who  has  such  a  length  of  time  so  zealously  and 
80  judiciously  conducted^  though  upon  a  narrower  scale, 
similar  concems,  and  has  there  acquired  so  much 
expérience  in  their  régulation.  This  explanation  will, 
I  hope,  make  you  relent  from  your  resolution  of  with- 
holding  your  countenance  and  co-operation  ;  for  surely, 
when  the  enemies  of  the  Church  are  suppressing  ail 
(undamental  différences  among  themselves,  that  they 
may  overpower  it  by  concentrated  opposition,  it  is  most 
unseasonable  for  its  advocates  to  reduce  their  strength^ 
and  least  excusable  to  suffer  trifling  jealousies  and 
dissatisfaction  to  produce  that  réduction.'^ 

Mr  Bouyer  had  also  written  to  Lord  Kenyon,  stating 
it  as  his  chief  ground  of  objection  to  the  metropolitan 
Society,  that  no  foundation  had  been  laid  for  it.  *•  We 
are  very  apt  to  imagine,"  he  wrîtes,  *'  that  a  subject 
extremely  familiar  to  ourselves  is  known,  at  least  in  some 
degree,  to  ail  the  world  ;  and  the  means  of  communi- 
cation in  London  are  so  many,  and  so  much  in  every 
bod/s  power,  that  its  inhabitants  hâve  no  idea  of  the 
want  of  information  which  pervades  the  remote  parts 
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of  the  kingdom.  The  country  clergy  in  gênerai  see 
only  theîr  own  provincial  papers,  which  are  under  the 
necessity  of  omitting  topics  of  long  discussion^  for  want 
of  room.  More  than  three-fourths  of  them  hâve  never 
heard  of  the  two  new  Systems  of  éducation.  Those 
who  are  fumished  with  some  account  of  them  hâve  the 
common  préjudices  of  âge,  and  of  their  ovrn  supposed 
expérience  against  novelties.  The  old  schoolmasters 
are  violent  in  their  opposition  to  this  improvement  as 
Boon  as  they  hear  of  it  ;  and  the  idea  which,  in  many 
places,  I  hâve  myself  fonnd  very  prévalent  among  retired 
clergy,  even  after  ail  that  has  been  done  in  this  neigh- 
hood,  (judge  then  what  it  must  be  where  nothing  has 
been  done,)  is  this — ^that  it  is  nothing  but  a  contest 
between  two  rival  schoolmasters,  each  of  whom  has  his 
puffers,  who  fill  the  London  papers  with  letters  that 
nobody  reads,  any  more  than  the  advertisements  of 
quack  medicines." 

Lord  Radstock  had  also  received  a  letter  from  Mr 
Bouyer  on  the  same  subject,  on  the  receîpt  of  which 
he  thus  writes  to  the  Bishop  of  Durham  : — 

"  Brighton,  Oct  10, 1811. 

*'  My  dear  and  good  Lord, 

"  How  is  ail  this  ?  I  thought  we  were  ail  sailing  along 
with  a  flowing  sheet,  and  with  as  favourable  a  gale  as 
ever  blew  out  of  the  heavens,  and  that  in  less  than  a 
week  we  should,  under  God's  good  providence,  be 
safely  moored  in  Bishop's  Harbour,  secure  from  every 
perilous  blast.  But  in  thèse  joyfril  and  seemingly  well^ 
founded  hopes  how  was  I  mistaken  !  The  post  has  just 
brought  me  a  huge  packet  from  the  worthy  Mr  Bouyer, 
which  threatens  to  take  us  ail  aback  ;  for  he  says,  with-» 
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ont  mincing  the  matter^  that  if  we  do  not  conduct  the 
expédition  aocording  to  his  plan^  he  shall  haul  off  from 
the  fleet^  being  sure  to  be  followed  by  his  friends  ;  and 
then  he  shall  alter  his  conrse  and  steer  for  a  haven  of 
his  own  choosing. 

**  But,  my  dear  lord,  will  you  forgive  me  for  thus 
wasting  your  time,  for  you  must  hâve  known  ail  thîs, 
and  far  more,  long  ère  any  part  of  it  could  reach  my 
ears?  I  beg  I  may  be  dearly  understood  as  not  having  a 
thought  of  accusation  against  Mr  Bouyer  ;  for  his  plan, 
for  aught  I  know  to  the  contrary,  may  be  not  only 
admirable,  but  absolutely  necessary  for  the  ftnlherance 
and  stability  of  the  grand  object  we  ail  of  us  hâve  in 
view.    Ail  I  at  présent  lament  is,  that  we  should  be  of 
two  minds  when  there  ought  to  be  but  one.     As  to 
my  own  judgment,  I^boast  nothing  more  than  the 
ability  of  distinguishing  black  from  whîte:   in  other 
words,  I  want  no  friend  to  point  out  to  me  the  difier- 
ence  between  Bell  and  Lancaster.     But  when  I  see  so 
many  wise  heads,  probably  not  a  little  puzzled  them- 
selves,  but,  at  any  rate,  puzzUng  others,  I  tum  first  to 
one  side  and  then  to  the  other,  and  after  having  done 
this  so  often  that  my  poor  head  becomes  completely 
addled,   I   détermine,   like  the  worthy  knight,   that 
'  much  might  be  said  on  both  sides.' 

"  What,  then,  my  good  lord,  is  to  be  done  ?  If  my 
correspondents  do  not  deceive  me,  the  Lords  Spiritual 
are  in  readiness  to  place  themselves  at  the  head  of  the 
Bartletts,  or  rather  the  Metropolitan  Society.  The 
Prince  Régent  approves,  that  wisest  and  best  of  men, 
Mr  Perceval,  wiU  give  it  his  best  support,  whilst  such 
laymen  as  my  friends  Park,  Sir  Thomas  Plumer, 
George  Marriot,  &c.,  are  not  less  anxious  to  promote 
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its  best  interests.  Most  certain  it  îs^  that  we  ail  mean 
the  same  thing  ;  for  the  honour^  then^  of  the  Established 
Church^  or^  more  properly  speaking,  of  religion  in 
gênerai,  do  not  let  it  be  said  that  ambition,  vanity,  and 
comitless  secret  petty  self-interests,  are  the  real  motives 
of  our  boasted  zeal. 

"  In  a  Word,  my  good  lord,  I  find  myself  lost  in  a  laby- 
rinth;  and  therefore  knowing  not  where  to  look  for 
a  surer  guide  to  set  me  in  the  right  road  than  yoursel^ 
you  must  not  be  surprised  at  my  thus  imploring  your 
assistance. — I  romain  ever  yours,  &c. 

^^  Radstock.^' 

This  différence  of  opinion,  however,  although  it 
imfortunately  was  the  means  of  a  division  among  the 
friends  of  the  cause  at  a  very  critical  period,  did  not 
retard  the  progress  which  it  was  making  in  London  ;  for^ 
on  the  16th  of  this  month,  a  gênerai  meeting  was  held, 
at  which  the  Archbishop  of  Ganterbury,  the  Bishop  of 
London,  the  Solicitor-General,  and  about  thirty  other 
gentlemen,  were  présent.  The  intended  object  of  this 
meeting  was  to  hâve  merely  arranged  a  further  and 
more  public  one.  But  Dr  Marsh  having  come  with  a 
string  of  resolutions  ready,  and  urging  the  greater 
difficulty  of  preparing  them  at  a  larger  meeting,  where 
dissentient  and  even  hostile  persons  might  attend,  it 
was  determined  that  a  committee  should  be  appointed 
for  the  purpose  of  framing  resolutions  to  be  proposed 
to  the  next  meeting.  They  also  discussed  the  proposed 
limitation  of  the  govemment  of  the  society  to  members 
of  the  Bartlett's  Buildings  Society,  which  had  been  so 
strongly  objected  to  by  Mr  Bouyer.  It  was  stated 
that  it  would  be  very  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the 
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ncw  Society  if  this  restriction  werë  continued,  and  that 
Lord  Liverpool  had  expressly  stated  that  the  existence 
of  this  rule  was  his  only  reason  for  net  seeking  to  be  a 
vice-président  After  much  discussion^  in  whîch  Mr 
Park,  Mr  Marriot,  and  Mr  Davis,  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  and  the  Bishop  of  London  took  parts^ 
this  rule  was  expunged,  Mr  Morris  being  the  only  per- 
son  who  supported  it. 

The  term  ^^  metropolitan  "  was  also  taken  into  con- 
sidération, and  it  was  proposed,  instead,  that  the  title 
should  be,  ^'  The  Society  for  promoting  the  Education 
of  the  Poor  throughout  England  and  Wales  in  the 
Principles  of  the  Established  Church."  A  few  persons 
thought,  that  the  tenu  Metropolitan  having  once  been 
adopted,  should  be  retained,  to  prevent  confusion; 
but  Mr  Marriot  urged  the  ambiguity  as  a  sufficient 
reason  against  it,  and  also  that  it  might  be  con* 
strued,  as  indeed  to  his  own  knowledge  it  had 
been,  as  distinguishing  the  society  from  a  national 
one.  This^  the  Bishop  of  London  said,  was  well  worth 
attention,  and  expressed  his  persuasion  that  no  one 
présent  could  think  of  forming  any  but  a  national 
institution.  To  this  there  was  no  dissentient  voîce. 
His  lordship,  also,  in  reply  to  a  question  from  the 
Solicitor-General  as  to  the  object  to  which  the  fiinds 
were  to  be  appUed,  stated  that  a  large  central  school, 
or  probably  two  or  three,  to  include  a  great  num- 
ber  of  the  London  poor,  and  from  which  masters 
might  be  supplied,  when  required,  to  every  part  of  the 
kingdom,  was  the  chief  object  ;  and  that  the  parent 
çociety  would,  of  course,  aflford  any  aid  in  îts  power  to 
any  subordinate  institutions  in  the  country. 

The  spécial  committee  which  had  been  appointed  at 
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this  meeting  having  met  twice — the  Bishop  of  London 
being  in  the  chair — ^for  the  purpose  of  framing  résolu- 
tions^ determined  upon  the  following  ones  : — 

'^  1.  That  the  title  of  the  society  now  constituted  be, 
^  The  National  Society  for  promoting  the  Education 
of  the  Poor  in  the  Principles  of  the  Established  Ghurch, 
tbroughout  England  and  Wales.' 

*'  2.  That  the  sole  object  of  thîs  society  shall  be  to 
instruct  and  educate  the  poor  in  suitable  learning^ 
Works  of  industry^  and  the  principles  of  the  Christian 
religion^  according  to  the  Established  Church. 

'^  3.  That  his  Grâce  the  Archbishop  of  York^  and 
the  right  révérend  the  bishops  of  both  provinces  for 
the  time  being^  be  vice-présidents,  together  with  ten 
temporal  peers  or  privy  councillors,  to  be  nominated 
by  the  président  and  other  vice-présidents  for  the  pre* 
sent,  and  as  vacancies  may  happen  in  future. 

^^  4.  That  a  committee  of  sixteen,  besides  the  pré- 
sident and  vice-présidents,  who  are  members  ex  offidOj 
be  appointed  to  manage  the  affîiirs  of  the  society. 

''  &.  That  the  appointment  of  the  sixteen,  for  the  pré- 
sent year,  be  left  to  the  président  and  the  Bishop  of 
London,  and  such  other  bishops  as  shall  be  in  town  ; 
and  on  ail  future  occasions  to  the  président  and  vice- 
présidents,  according  to  the  manner  hereinafiter  spe- 
cified. 

'^  6.  That  the  sixteen  now  to  be  appointed  continue 
in  office  till  the  first  gênerai  meeting. 

^'  7.  That  a  fourth  part  of  the  said  sixteen  resign 
their  office  at  the  end  of  the  year,  but  be  capable  of 
immédiate  re-election.  That  a  double  list  be  formed 
by  the  président  and  vice-présidents,  out  of  which  the 
annual  gênerai  meeting  shall  elect  the  persons  who  are 
to  fiU  up  the  vacancies. 
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''  8.  That  a  gênerai  meeting  be  holden  annnally^  in 
the  month  of  May  or  June^  or  oftener^  if  the  committee 
shall  think  it  expédient. 

*'  9.  That  at  the  same  a  report  of  the  sodety's 
proceedings  be  made^  a  statement  of  the  accounts  for 
the  year  be  laid  before  the  meeting,  and  the  vacancies 
in  the  committee  filled  up,  as  aboTO  stated. 

'^  10.  That  ail  subscribers  of  not  less  than  one 
guinea  annuaily^  or  benefactors  to  the  amonnt  of  ten 
guineas,  be  qualified  to  attend  such  meeting. 

^'11.  That  a  treasurer  and  secretary  be  appointed 
by  the  committee  ;  the  former  to  be  eor  officia  a  mem- 
ber  of  the  committee. 

''  12.  That  Sir  Thomas  Plumer^  solicitor-general, 
and  J.  A.  Park,  Esq.,  be  auditors  for  the  présent  year^ 
and  that  new  auditors  be  elected  at  each  gênerai  meet- 
ing for  the  ensuing  year. 

^'  13.  That  the  committee  hâve  power  to  make  sndi 
raies  and  régulations  as  may  be  expédient  for  carrying 
into  exécution  the  designs  of  the  society." 

Thèse  régulations  having  been  fixed  upon,  a  gênerai 
meeting  was  held  on  the  foUowing  Monday  at  Bow 
Church,  the  Arehbishop  of  Ganterbury  being  in  the 
chair.  Hère  the  report  of  the  spécial  committee  vas 
read,  and  the  foregoing  resolutions  were  unanimously 
approved  of.  It  was  also  resolved,  in  addition,  that 
^'  His  Grâce  the  Arehbishop  of  Ganterbury  be  request- 
ed  to  lay  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  before  his 
Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Régent."  This  was  accord- 
ingly  donc,  and  the  prince  signified  his  entire  approval 
of  the  régulations  which  had  been  drawn  up. 

The  next  object  was  the  sélection  of  a  committee, 
on  wliich  Dr  Marsh  thus  writes  to  Mr  Marriot  : — 
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'«NoYember4,  1811. 

"  \Vitli  respect  to  the  appointment  of  the  sixteen, 
I  still  apprehend  that  the  very  persons  whom  you  and 
I  think  the  most  proper^  and  who^  I  hope^  are  already 
appointed^  will  be  unpalatable  to  those  gentlemen  with 
whom  I  hâve  been  acting  during  the  whole  time  in 
close  concert.  Why  they  are  so,  I  do  not  know  ;  nor 
is  it  my  business  to  enquire.  But  as  I  am  thoroughly 
convinced^  not  only  that  the  services  and  assistance  of 
Mr  Harris  and  Mr  Davis  will  be  most  important  in 
the  conduct  of  the  National  Society,  but  that,  when  the 
committee  once  begins  to  organize  schools  on  Dr  Bell's 
plan,  they  can  hardly  do  so  without  the  assistance 
of  Mr  Davis,  who  of  ail  men  in  the  kingdom,  is,  next 
to  Dr  Bell  himself,  best  qualified  to  lay  the  foundation 
of  schools  on  Dr  Bell's  System. 

''  I  made  no  hésitation,  as  soon  as  I  arrived  at  Cam- 
bridge, to  Write  to  the  Bishop  of  London,  and  state  ail 
that  I  had  heard  in  faveur  of  those  gentlemen.  Hav- 
ing  taken  great  pains  to  préserve  the  govemance  of 
the  national  society  from  &lling  into  improper  hands, 
whereby  a  measure  intended  for  the  protection  of  the 
church  might  be  perverted  into  an  instrument  of  de- 
struction ;  and  this  end  being  most  efiiBctually  secured 
by  the  power  intrusted  to  the  bishops,  I  was  decidedly 
of  opinion  that  we  should  only  go  halfvray  toward  the 
attainment  of  our  grand  object,  unless  to  security  in 
point  of  religion,  we  add  a  due  proportion  of  intelli- 
gence in  respect  to  the  mechanism  of  Dr  Bell's  System. 
If  you  attend  only  to  the  former,  and  neglect  the  lat- 
ter,  our  opérations  are  rather  négative  than  positive. 
Unless  to  the  prévention  of  mischief,  we  add  the  pro- 
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duction  of  positive  good^  our  society  will  sicken  at  its 
very  birth  ;  but  that  positive  good  can  be  produced  only 
by  those  who  possess  the  knovriedge  and  ability  which 
is  necessary  to  produce  it  Mr  Davis^  therefore,  is  a 
man  wbose  services  ought  to  be  courted  ;  nor  shoold 
the  zeal  and  intelligence  of  Mr  Harris  be  much  less 
regarded.  The  Bishop  of  London  wrote  me  word  he 
had  anticipated  my  wishes  by  appointing  them  both." 

The  following  noblemen  and  gentlemen  composed 
the  committee  : — 


The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, — PrendaU. 


The  Archbishop  of  York, 

The  Bishop  of  London^  and  the 

Other  Bishops  of  both  Provinces,- 


I 


Vice' Présidents, 


The  Lord  High  Chancellor. 
The  Earl  of  Shaftesbury. 
The  Earl  of  Hardwicke. 
The  Earl  of  Liverpool. 
Lord  Grenville. 
Lord  Kenyoo. 
Lord  Redesdale. 


The  Bight  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the 

House  of  Gommons. 
The    Right    Hon.  Richard   Rjrder, 

Secretary  of  State, 
The  Right  Hon.  Sir  William  Scott, 

Knîght,  Judge  of  the  High  Court 

of  Admiralty. 


ELECTED  MEMBERS. 


Lord  Radstock. 

Right  Hon.  Sir  John  Nicholl,  Dean 
of  the  Arches. 

Sir  Vicary  Gibbs,  Attorney-Gene- 
ral. 

The  Very  Rev.  the  Dean  of  Can- 
terbury. 

The  Very  Rer.  the  Dean  of  West- 
minster. 

The  Rev.  Dr  Wordsworth,  Dean 
of  Bockîng. 


The  Rev.  Dr  Weston,  Canon  Red- 

dentiary  of  St  PauFs. 
The  Rev.  Dr  Barton. 

F.  Burton,  Esq.,  M.P. 

The  Rev.  Archdeacon  Cambridge. 

G.  W.  Marriot,  Esq* 
The  Rev.  H.  H.  Norris. 
The  Rev.  R.  Lendon. 
Quarles  Harris,  Esq. 
William  Davis,  Esq. 
James  Trimmer,  Esq. 
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The  committee  having  been  formed,  and  other  pre- 
limînarics  arranged^  the  next  thing  to  be  taken  into 
considération  was  the  establishment  of  a  central  school. 
It  was  accordingly  resolved^  on  the  3d  of  December» 
that  the  Society  diould  at  once  take  measures  to  effect 
this  object  ;  and  that  a  sub-committee,  to  consist  of  the 
Bishops  of  London  and  Salisbury,  Lord  Badstock^  the 
Rev.  Archdeacon  Cambridge^  Mr  Quarles  Harris^  and 
Mr  Davis^  should  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
best  means  of  establishing  an  institution  of  this  kind^ 
and  that  they  should  report  the  results  of  their  enqui- 
ries  to  the  board. 

This  sub-committee  recommended  that  a  central 
school^  for  the  éducation  of  1000  children,  should  be 
established  as  near  the  city  of  Westminster  as  pos- 
sible ;  and  that^  '^  until  such  central  school  could  be 
provided,  it  was  désirable,  for  the  immédiate  purpose  of 
training  masters,  to  obtain  the  co*operation  and  assist- 
ance of  the  trustées  and  managers  of  the  several  schools 
of  Lambeth,  Mary-le-bone,  and  Gower*s  Walk,  White- 
chapel."  It  was  also  proposed  ''  that  another  school 
should  be  established  in  or  near  the  city  of  London, 
as  soon  as  the  fonds  would  allow." 

It  was,  however,  soon  arranged  instead,  that  a  spa- 
cious  building,  situate  in  Baldwin's  Gardens»  Gray*s 
Inn  Lane,  should  be  taken  for  a  school.  It  was  to 
be  formed  into  two  school-rooms,  the  one  for  600  boys 
and  the  other  for  400  girls,  with  a  good  dwelling-house 
attached  ;  and  until  the  building  could  be  put  in  pro- 
per  order,  a  temporary  room  was  engaged  on  Holbom 
Hill,  in  which  about  100  children  were  received  from 
the  neighbouring  parishes.  Hère  the  school  remained 
until  the  19th  of  June,  when  the  buildings  in  Gray's 
Inn  Lane  werc  ready  for  its  réception. 
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A  permanent  secretary  and  treasurer  were  abo  ap- 
pointed — Mr  Noms  having  only  temporarily  under- 
taken  the  former  of  those  offices^  on  resigning  which 
he  receîved  ^'  the  thankg  of  the  society  for  the  zeal  and 
ability  with  which  he  had  filled  it."  He  was  succeeded 
by  the  Rev.  T.  T.  Walmsley,  who,  having  been  a  curate 
in  the  diocess  of  Rochester,  was,  by  his  bishop,  pre- 
sented  to  the  living  of  Woolwich^  which  he  subse- 
quently  exchanged  for  that  of  St  Martin's  in  the  city. 
The  office  of  treasurer  to  the  society  was  offered  to, 
and  accepted  by  Joshua  Watson,  £sq.,  the  choira 
having  been  delegated  to  the  Archbishop  of  Ganter- 
bury. 
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CHAPTER  XXXII. 

ConTMpottdence  between  Dr  Bell  and  his  ACadns  Pupils — Regimental  Schools 
establiahed  on  the  Biadraa  System — Dr  Bell's  position  in  the  National 
Sodetj  discnssed — ^He  is  made  an  Honorarj  Member. 

Thb  preceding  apccount  of  the  fonnation  of  the  National 
Society,  in  order  to  prevent  confusion  has  been  camed 
down  so  far  withoiit  intermixing  any  other  matters 
with  it.  There  are,  however,  several  other  circum- 
stances  connected  with  Dr  Bell,  which  occurred  during 
its  progress,  which  we  must  now  relate.  It  will  be 
remembered  that,  in  1807>  Dr  Bell  received  a  most 
gratifying  address  firom  his  old  pupils  at  Madras.  In 
the  course  of  the  next  year  (1808)  he  receiyed  the 
following  acknowledgment  of  his  answer  : — 

*«  Madras,  22d  October  1808. 

"  Révérend  Sir, 

^'  I  avail  myself  of  the  présent  opportunity  of 
informing  you  that  your  kind  and  affectionate  faveurs, 
with  their  accompaniments  in  duplicate  to  myself  and 
the  rest  of  your  pupils,  hâve  been  received,  and  they 
affbrded  to  us  a  pleasure  it  is  not  possible  for  language 
to  describe.  AU  of  us  who  are  at  this  presidency  bave 
formed  a  résolution,  by  a  regular  meeting,  to  communi- 
cate  them  to  our  fellow  scholars  abroad,  wherever  they 
may  be,  and  with  that  view  obtained  permission  from 
the   chief  secretary  of  the  government   to  bave  the 
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papers  printed.  We  are  at  présent  employed  in  circu- 
lating  them,  and  we  hope  that  by  the  fleet  whîch  sails 
from  hence  in  March  next,  we  shall  be  fully  enabled 
to  Write  again  to  our  dear  and  much  esteemed  bene- 
factor^  the  reason  for  our  not  doing  it  by  the  présent 
opportunity  being  in  conséquence  of  wishing  to  hâve 
the  unanimous  approbation  of  our  distant  friends  to 
other  parts  of  our  resolution.  In  the  meanwhile,  I 
shall  conclude  in  their  name^  as  well  as  my  own,  in 
expressing  our  sincère  wishes  for  your  real  happiness, 
and  that  you  may  always  enjoy  the  blessings  of  health 
undisturbed^  and  that  it  will  please  God  to  keep  you 
in  his  holy  keeping. — I  am^  with  much  respect  and 
esteem,  Rev.  Sir,  your  very  humble,  obliged,  and  affec- 
tionate  servant, 

**  Mark  Dunhill," 

This  intended  meeting  took  place  early  in  the  pré- 
sent year,  1811,  when  it  was  resolved — "  That  a  ser- 
vice of  sacramental  plate,  and  a  gold  chain  and  medal, 
be  made  up  and  presented  to  the  Rev.  Dr  Bell,  from 
his  pupils  at  Madras,  as  a  testimony  of  the  gratitude, 
respect,  and  affection  they  hâve  for  their  worthy  pre- 
ceptor  and  kind  benefactor  ;  who  for  a  long  period  of 
years  had  engaged  his  whole  attention  in  rearing  up 
their  infancy  in  the  irksome  toils  of  éducation,  in  the 
Military  Maie  Orphan  Asylum  at  Egmore. 

'^  Resolved  also,  that  one  hundred  copies  of  the 
Rev.  Dr  Bell's  miniature,  on  copperplate  engravings, 
be  procured,  which  are  to  be  distributed  to  his  pupils 
on  their  arrivai  hère  ;  and  that  the  Rev.  Dr  Bell  be 
requested,  in  an  earnest  address  from  his  pupils,  to 
permit  the   exécution   of  the   same   by  an  artist  in 
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England — a  gratification  they  will  hold  dear  to  them^ 
as  expressive  of  their  attachment  to  his  person^  and 
regard  for  his  worth/' 

Thèse  resolutions  were  accordingly  transmitted  to 
Dr  Bell,  accompanied  by  the  foUowing  address  signed 
by  six  of  the  pupils,  who  were  deputed  by  the  rest  for 
that  purpose  : — 

''Madras,  13th  March  1811. 

**  Révérend  Sir, 

'*  We  feel  it  oiir  bounden  duty  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  much-honoured  and  affectionate 
letter,  addressed  to  your  pupils  of  Egmore,  under  date 
19th  September  1807.  In  doing  this  we  beg  to  state 
Dur  sincère  concem  that  circumstances  totally  unfore* 
seen,  and  which  it  would  be  superfluous  hère  to  détail, 
should  hâve  intervened  to  interrupt  the  dispatch  of 
DUT  présent  communication,  and  we  trust  you  will 
kindly  overlook  this  unintentional  delay. 

''  With  référence,  however,  to  the  pleasing  task 
assigned  us  by  our  fellow  pupils,  contained  in  the  accom- 
panying  resolutions,  which  we  feel  a  peculiar  pleasure 
in  forwarding  to  you,  we  regret  our  want  of  ability  to 
express,  in  sufficient  tenus,  those  émotions  which  the 
perusal  of  your  valued  letter,  and  its  accompanimehts, 
tended  to  excite  in  the  breasts  of  those  to  whom  it  was 
addressed.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  as  the  humble  instru- 
ments of  expressing  their  dutiful  sentiments  on  this  occa- 
sion, we  beg  to  convey  to  you,  Rev.  Sir,  the  individual 
and  united  sensé  of  the  whole  of  our  feUow  pupils,  added 
to  their  high  obligation  and  esteem  for  the  strong, 
zealous,  and  affectionate  professions  with  which  you 
hâve  been  pleased  to  regard  their  first  efforts,  notwith- 
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Standing  the  great  lapse  of  tlme^  with  their  unceaaing 
remembrance  of  you  as  their  first  preceptor  and  friend^ 
and  the  liveliest  sensé  with  which  they  continue  to 
appreciate  the  real  benefits  derived  to  them  from  your 
tndy  benevolent  and  indefatigable  labours.  Thèse  they 
shall  ever  reflect  upon  with  the  truest  sensé  of  gratitude, 
and  which  it  will  severally  be  their  study  and  pride  to 
évince^  by  a  strict  adhérence  to  the  precepts  and  examples 
you  had  so  incessantly  inculcated  and  marked  out  to 
them  ;  an  assurance  in  which  youn  pupils  respectfully 
trust  you  will  discover  their  endeavours^  not  less  of 
meriting  your  lasting  approbation  and  regard^  than  that 
the  crédit  of  your  active  and  laudable  exertions^  which 
Btill  continue  to  employ  your  head  and  heart  for  the 
welfare  of  rising  générations^  may  more  and  more  shine 
with  additional  lustre^  as  well  in  the  eyes  of  their  pos- 
terity  as  of  the  world  at  large. 

^*  Influenced  with  thèse  sentiments,  and  af);er  a  fbll 
review  of  the  forcible  fe>cts^  matter^  and  circumstances^ 
delineated  in  the  most  warm  and  interesting  terms  in 
your  honoured  communication^  it  is  with  the  greatest 
satis&ction  yoiur  pupils  of  Egmore  subscribe  to  ail  its 
conclusions;  and   they  confidently  flatter  themselyes, 
révérend  sir^  that  this  unqualified  expression  of  their 
sentiments^  offered  under  a  sensé  of  justice  due  to  you 
will  not  be  the  less  acceptable  to  your  feelings  as  coming 
from  your  own  pupils  ;  and  that  the  unaffected  impres- 
sion on  their  hearts  of  the  parental  affection^  solicitude, 
and  regard  with  which  they  hâve  been  honoured  by  you, 
will  confirm  in  your  mind  the  unalterable  attachment 
and  dutiM  esteem  of  the  Egmore  pupils  to  their  patron, 
the  Rev.  Dr  Andrew  Bell. 

'^  Gaptain  Charles  Raitt,  a  friend  of  Mr  Dunhill%  has 
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been  solîcited  to  carry  (withyour  previous  permission) 
the  enclosed  resolutions  into  eflTect,  to  whom  we  hâve 
delivered  charge  of  this  address  to  be  forwarded  to 
you, 

"  We  beg  to  conclude,  révérend  sir,  with  our  best 
wîshes,  in  whieh  allyonr  pupils  sincerelyjoin,  for  your 
welfare  and  happiness,  now  and  hereafter,  and  with 
praying  that  the  blessing  of  God  may  ever  attend  your 
zeaious  labours  for  the  public  good.  We  remain,  with 
great  respect  and  esteem,  révérend  sir,  your  very 
dutifîil  and  affectionate  servants, 

''  Mark  Dunhill,  Sam.  Godfret, 

*'  Geo.  Stephens,  Thomas  Adamson, 

'*  John  Anchant,  Matt,  Read.'* 

This  was  accompanied  by  the  following  letter  from 
Mark  Dunhill  : — 

"  Madras,  14th  Marcli  1811. 

*'  Beverend  Sir, 

'^  I  feel  real  pleasure  in  having  again  an  oppor- 
tanity  of  conveying  the  grateful  recollection  of  your 
pupils  in  this  part  of  the  globe,  as  manifested  in  the 
accompanying  address  ;  and  the  happiness  to  me  is  the 
more  heightened,  when  I  reflect  that  it  has  pleased 
God  to  spare  my  life  to  this  period,  to  be  the  channel 
of  another  communication. 

"  On  my  own  account,  permit  me,  révérend  sir, 
moBt  respectfuUy,  to  assure  you,  that  the  sensé  of  grati- 
tude and  esteem  I  bave  always  entertained,  and  now 
warmly  feel,  for  the  unmerited  goodness  I  bave  received 
from  you,  is  in  common  with  theirs,  and  which  shall 
only  cease  when  firail  nature  is  no  more. 

VOL.  n.  2  A 
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*'The  gentleman  alluded  to  in  the  address  herewith 
forwarded  bas  been  advised,  by  the  departure  of  tbe 
présent  shîps,  of  the  intention  of  your  pupils^  and 
requested  to  communicate  with  you  for  carrying  their 
resolutions  into  effect. 

"  That  God,  in  bis  goodness,  may  ever  confer  the 
cboicest  of  bis  blessings  upon  you,  in  the  establishment 
of  health  for  carrying  on  the  great  work  in  which  you 
are  engaged,  for  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  rising  géné- 
rations, shall  never  cease  to  be  the  prayer  of,  révérend 
sir,  your  very  obliged,  and  affectionate  servant, 

"  Mabk  Dunhill." 

To  thèse  Dr  Bell  retumed  the  following  answers  : — 

Reply  to  Mr  Mark  DmhiWs  Letter  0/I8II. 

"  In  requesting  you,  my  dear  Mark,  to  communicate 
the  accompanying  letter  to  my  pupils  and  friends,  I 
bave  the  most  entire  conviction  that  you  and  they  will 
enter  into  the  feeUngs,  and  partake  of  the  satisfaction, 
with  which  it  is  dictated.   Having  already  fuUy  expreas- 
ed  my  sentiments  of  your  principles  and  condnct,  I 
bave  only  forther  to  say,  that  you  can  in  no  way  so 
effectually  requite  my  services  in  your  éducation,  as  by 
persevering  in  that  Une  of  conduct  by  which  you  bave 
so  happily  distinguished  and  raised  yourselves  above 
those  who  went  before  you.    Continue,  I  beseech  you, 
to  prove  a  true  blessing  to  your  families,  and  to  make 
the  best  recompense  to  the  Society  to  which  you  are 
indebted  for  your  Christian  éducation,  and  for  the 
advantages  wliich  your    meritorious    behaviour    and 
attainments,  derived  from  that  éducation,  hâve  secured 
to  you. 
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**  Accept,  niy  dear  Mark,  individually,  my  thankful 
acknowledgments  of  ail  your  goodness,  and  of  the  great 
regard  and  considération  with  which  I  am  your  sincère 
firiend, 

«  A.  Bell.'' 


To  Mettrs  Mark  DunhUlt  George  Stepheniy  John  Anchant,  ScmtuH 
Godfrey,  Thomas  Adamson,  Matthew  Bead,  ^c.  ^e.  4rc.,  PupUs  of 
the  MUitary  Mole  Orphcm  Asylum  at  Madras^ 

*'  My  dear  and  good  Pupils, 

"  The  perusal  of  your  address^  and  the  resolutions 
which  accompanied  it,  completely  overpowered  me,  The 
continued  assurances  which  they  convey  to  me  of  your 
deep  sense^  and  lasting  conviction,  of  the  important 
henefits  conferred  on  you  by  the  measures  pursued  in 
your  early  éducation,  are  the  richest  recompense  of  ail 
my  labours  and  solicitude  for  your  welfare.     No  addi- 
tional  proofs   were  wanted  to  confirm  the  truth,  so 
deeply  interesting  to  me,  that  time,  distance,  and  the 
certainty  of  our  meeting  no  more  in  this  world,  cannot 
effîuse  the  impressions  which  it  had  been  my  earnest 
study  to  implant  in  your  infant  minds.     With  this  feel- 
ing,  I  could  not  refrain  from  expressing  to  your  worthy 
friend,  Captain  Raitt,  my  sentiments,  that  the  costly 
tokens  of  your  affection  and  esteem  might,  and  ought  to 
be,  dispensed  with.  I  was  confident  that  you  were  well 
assured  of  the  estimation  in  which  I  regarded  eyery 
offering  of  your  piety  to  God,  and  every  proof  of  your 
gratitude  to  me.     I  trusted  tliat  you  would  think  with 
me,  that  the  actual  possession  of  your  precious  gifts 
could  not  enhance  the  entire  gratification  with  which 
the  tender  of  them  had  filled  my  breast.     I  was  confi- 
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dent,  that  you  woald  not  impute  my  respectfuUy  decli- 
ning  the  acceptance  of  those  rich  présents,  to  any  other 
motive  than  that  which  had  determined  me  to  dedîne 
ail  salary  and  rémunération  in  any  shape,  however 
délicate,  from  the  funds  of  the  Asylum  at  Madras. 

"  But  your  faithfiil  commissioner  could  not  be 
brought  to  think  that  you  would  agrée  with  me.  He 
thought  that  he  should  not  stand  acquitted  of  the  charge 
entrusted  to  him,  if  he  admitted  of  any  déviation  from 
your  orders.  He  insisted  that  I  should  not  defeat  your 
pious  purpose  and  disappoint  your  reasonable  expecta- 
tions.  He  said,  that,  for  his  part,  he  would  do  what 
depended  on  him,  by  the  fulfilment  of  your  instruc- 
tions ;  and  called  on  me,  in  your  name  and  his  own,  to 
give  that  effect  vrhich  depended  on  me  to  the  réquisi- 
tion of  your  gênerons  and  disinterested  friendship. 

**  What,  then,  could  I  do  ?  To  you — to  your  name,  I 
could  refuse  nothing.  It  is  the  best  proof  I  can  give  of 
my  esteem  and  regard  for  you,  that  I  hâve  granted  to 
you,  what  I  had  often  refiised  to  great  and  good  friends. 
I  hâve  consented  to  sit  for  my  portrait  to  an  eminent 
artist,  fixed  on  by  Captain  Raitt;  and  I  now  feel  a 
secret  complacency  in  having  indulged  aU  your  wishes. 
It  cannot,  indeed,  but  be  grateful  to  me  that,  when  ail 
hope  of  our  meeting  again  in  this  world  is  at  an  end, 
you  should  désire  to  hâve  a  likeness  of  your  old  preceptor 
and  friend,  which  may  remain  with  you  after  that  period 
(which  cannot  be  far  distant)  when  he  shall  be  no  more 
seen. 

''  It  is  also  most  pleasing  to  me  to  think  that  I  shall 
hâve,  in  the  mcdal  which  you  hâve  presented,  a  perpé- 
tuai mémorial  of  your  duty  and  affection — a  token  of 
the  first  fruits  of  the  new  System  of  éducation — ^and  an 
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earncst  of  its  future  effects  on  those  who  shall  enjoy  the 
benefits  of  the  same  mode  of  instruction. 

"  But  it  is,  above  ail,  gratifying  to  me,  that  among 
your  gifts  you  should  hâve  fixed  upon  an  oflfering  of 
sacramental  plate — an  offering  which  is  peculiarly  em- 
blematic  of  the  sacred  bond  of  union  between  you  and 
myself — of  my  having  trained  you  up  in  the  principles 
of  the  gospel  of  Christ,  for  the  commémoration  of  whose 
dying  love  thèse  are  presented  to  a  Christian  minister, 
who,  in  the  ofSce  of  his  ministry,  is  to  show  forth  his 
death,  even  until  he  corne  again.  I  consider  your 
choice  of  this  gift  as  a  proof  that  my  labour  in  the  Lord 
bas  not  been  in  vain — as  a  proof  that  you  continue  to 
act  upon  the  Christian  principles  in  which  you  were 
early  instructed — and  that  you  not  only  know  what  is 
most  valuable  in  this  world,  but,  after  an  absence  of 
fifteen  years,  can  duly  estimate  what  I  should  deem 
most  vajuable  at  yoiur  hands. 

''  In  the  dedication  of  thèse  sacred  gifts,  I  shall  tako 
cspecial  care  that  your  pious  intentions  in  presenting 
them  to  me  may  be  best  fiilfilled,  and  that  the  religions 
appropriation  of  them  may  be  secured  in  the  church  to 
future  générations. 

^^  It  will  be  most  satisfactory  to  you  to  learn,  that 
your  letters  and  communications  to  me  make  a  deep 
impression  on  the  minds  of  my  readers,  some  of  whom 
regard  them  as  the  highest  commendation  of  the  new 
System  of  éducation.  It  will  also  be  acceptable  to  you 
to  be  informed,  that  this  System,  of  which  you,  with  my- 
self, laid  the  foundation,  bas  spread  of  late  to  such  a 
degree,  as  to  hold  out  a  good  promise  that,  in  due  time, 
it  will  carry  with  it  over  ail  the  world  the  knowledge  of 
the  Bible  and  of  our  holy  religion,  enabling  ail  the  inha- 
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bitants  of  the  earth  to  obey  our  Saviour's  injunction, 
^  Search  the  Scriptures  ;  '  to  pemse  the  orades  of  the 
ËYÎng  God;  and  to  reap  the  holj  fruits  of  life  and  im- 
mortality^  which  they  were  given  to  afford  ;  and  therehy 
hastening  the  period  when  ail  the  kingdoms  of  the 
earth  shall  be  filled  with  the  glory  of  onr  God,  when 
ail  the  chUdren  of  the  world  shall  be  taught  (as  you 
hâve  been  taught)  qfthe  Lord^  and  qfhis  Christ. 

"  Such  are  the  signs  of  the  tîmes. 

"  Happy  indeed^  happy  beyond  imagination,  for  you, 
and  for  me,  if,  under  the  good  providence  of  God,  we 
should,  in  any  degree,  be  made  the  lowly  instruments  of 
his  grand  designs  !  With  such  aspirations  I  look  upon 
ail  that  bas  a  tendency  to  complète  the  blessed  Reforma- 
tion, to  spread  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  andfulfiUhis  pro- 
phecies,  as  of  infinité  importance. 

^'  In  this  light  I  regard  what  is  passing  in  the  world, 
and  especially  the  progress  of  the  discovery  made  by  me 
at  Madras.  I  cannot  forbear  continually  dwelling  on 
the  prospect  which,  day  and  night,  is  présent  to  my 
mind;  and  which  my  letters,  by  every  post>  seem  to 
bring  nearer  and  nearer  to  my  grasp. 

"  You  wîU  share  in  the  joy  which  I  hâve  in  teUing 
you,  that  it  is  likely  that  the  new  System  of  éducation 
will,  at  no  distant  period,  not  only  give  instruction  to 
ail  the  poor  of  this  kingdom,  but  aiso  gain  a  footing  in 
our  superior  and  grammar  schools — an  event  which 
must  lead  to  its  early,  as  well  as  universal  adoption  in 
the  éducation  of  the  people  ail  over  the  world.  A  com- 
manding  and  illustrions  précèdent  is  exhibited  in  the 
conduct  of  this  countrj-,  to  which  it  seems  given  by 
Providence  to  dispense  its  richest  blessings  to  ail  the 
nations  of  the  earth. 
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^'  With  the  gracîous  sanction  of  H.  R.  H.  thc  Princo 
Kegent^  bis  R.  H.  the  Gommander-in-Chief  bas  esta-* 
blished  regimental  schools  for  the  moral  and  religious 
instruction  of  ail  the  children  of  the  army,  according  to 
tbis  System.  And  under  the  same  exalted  patronage 
the  National  Society,  consisting  of  the  primates,  bishops^ 
and  the  first  men  in  the  kingdom,  bas  taken  measures 
to  instruct  the  children  of  the  poor  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple. 

'^  It  is  to  you  then — to  the  success  of  the  measures 
contrived  and  pursued  in  your  early  éducation,*  and  to 
tbe  results  in  your  lives,  conversation,  and  fortunes,  that 
the  world  is  indebted  for  the  facts  and  erents  on  which 
tbe  new  System  rests  its  solid  and  permanent  basis,  and 
wbich  bas  given  birth  to  tbe  great  work  now  carrying 
on  over  the  world,  of  most  effectually  supplying,  together 
with  the  distribution  of  the  Bible,  the  most  ready  and 
cheap  means  of  making  tbe  life,  doctrines,  and  miracles 
of  our  blessed  Saviour  and  bis  apostles  visible,  as  it 
were,  to  ail  the  nations  of  the  earth,  and  thereby  com- 
pleting  the  glorious  work  of  the  blessed  Reformation. 

^'  In  tbis  view,  the  facts  which  you  transmit  in  regard 
to  tbe  sentiments,  tbe  principles,  the  conduct,  and  the 
stations  of  my  original  and  favourite  pupils,  are  most 
valuable  to  me.  Every  tbing,  indeed,  which  comes 
from  you,  ispndeared  to  me  beyond  ail  price. 

'*  What  more  can  I  say  than  that  I  regard  the  fruits 
of  my  labours  in  India^  as  exhibited  in  your  character 

*  "  With  snch  an  instrument  in  our  hands^  and  sach  a  précèdent  before 
our  eyes,  can  a  doubt  be  entertained  as  to  the  most  effectuai  means  of 
spreading  Christianity  in  the  East  as  well  as  the  West  ?  for  which  see  a 
pastoral  letter  of  Dr  Porteus,  late  Bishop  of  London,  with  the  Appendix 
written  bj  me  at  bis  Lordship*s  désire.**  Cadell  and  Da^es;  1808.  EU- 
menti  of  TuUion.    Part  II;  1814. 
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and  conduct,  and  in  your  testimony  of  my  services^  not 
only  as  the  most  honourable  rémunération  made  to  me, 
but  also  as  having  given  rise  to  the  numerous  monu- 
ments raised^  and  now  raising  to  the  Madras  System  of 
éducation  throughout  this  kingdom  ?  In  e^ery  quarter 
of  this  island  school-rooms  are  erected  and  erecting^  on 
an  enlarged  scale^  for  the  éducation  of  ail  the  poor 
children  in  .  their  respective  neighbourhoods,  who 
(whatever  be  their  number)  are,  by  a  single  master 
under  the  new  system,  instructed  with  a  degree  of 
economy,  and  with  an  eflfect,  of  which  no  conception 
could  hâve  been  formed,  previous  to  the  experimeni 
made  in  your  éducation  at  Egmore. 

'^  I  hâve  delayed  this  answer,  till»  with  the  prints 
which  you  hâve  been  pleased  to  order,  I  might  offer 
thèse  my  heartfelt  congratulations,  as  I  retomed  my 
formai  acknowledgments,  in  an  open  and  public  man- 
ner,  knowing  that  I  offer  the  only  requitsd  acceptable 
to  you  for  your  communications,  by  making  that  use  of 
them  which  wiU  be  most  profitable  to  the  rising  g^ie- 
ration,  and  most  conducive  to  the  grand  event,  of 
which  you  may  be  said  to  be  the  harbingers,  and  in 
which  your  piety  wUl  anxiously  sympathize  with  me. 

'^  I  hâve  also  waited,  that  I  might  be  able  to  send 
to  you  copies  of  the  fruits  of  that  work,  which  bad  its 
origin  with  you,  and  which  but  for  you,  might  not  for 
âges  bave  existed. 

^  That  God  may  bless  you  with  his  best  blessings 
in  this  world,  and  that  we  may  ail  meet  in  the  next, 
where  we  shall  part  no  more,  is  the  fervent  prayer  of, 
my  dear  pupils,  your  sincère  well-wisher,  and  affec- 
tionate  friend, 

"  Andrew  Bell." 
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The  next  circumstance  whîch  occurred  during  this 
year^  and  about  the  same  time  with  the  proceedings 
which  hâve  been  related^  as  leading  to  the  foundation 
of  the  National  Society,  was  the  introduction  of  the 
Madras  System  into  the  army,  by  the  establishment  of 
regimental  schools. 

The  Duke  of  York  had,  in  1807,  and  afterwards, 
witnessed  the  complète  success  of  the  System  at  the 
Royal  Military  Asylum,  and,  in  conséquence,  had 
become  very  désirons  of  extending  this  mode  of  édu- 
cation generally  throughout  the  army.  An  exchange 
of  chaplains-general,  which  took  place  early  in  1811, 
furnished  greater  facilities  for  accomplishing  this  ob- 
ject  than  had  previously  existed,  the  gentleman  who 
had  hitherto  held  this  important  office  not  having 
been  favourably  disposed  towards  the  éducation  of  the 
children  of  the  army.  His  successor  held  différent 
opinions  on  this  point  ;  and,  early  in  November,  we 
find  the  foDowing  letter  addressed  by  him  to  Dr 
BeU:— 

"  My  Dear  Sir, 

"  The  Prince  Régent,  at  the  request  of  his  Royal 
Highness  the  commander-in-chief,  bas  ordered  that 
every  battalion  in  his  Majesty's  service  shall  hâve  a 
sergeant,  with  suitable  allowance,  to  act  as  school- 
master. 

"  Lieutenant- General  Calvert  bas  directed  me  to 
request  your  opinion,  for  his  royal  highness's  informa- 
tion, of  the  best  mode  of  instructing  thèse  sergeants  in 
the  use  of  your  System.  The  instruction  intended  for 
the  children  is  to  a  moderato  oxtent  only  ;  the  advantage 
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to  bo  derived  from  ît,  however,  can  be  appreciated  by 
no  one  better  than  yourself. 

^^  A  Bergeant  will  require  the  most  distinct  manual 
for  hîs  guidance.  Will  you,  sir,  permit  me  to  request 
your  assistance  in  this  great  purpose  ?  You,  sir,  are 
able  to  judge  how  the  principles  of  your  System  may 
be  presented  to  the  schoolmasters  in  the  most  concise 
and  intelligible  form.  Whatever  you  are  pleased  to 
convey  on  this  subject,  will  be  very  thankfully  receîved, 
and  his  royal  highness  the  commander-in-chief  will 
instantly  order  it  to  be  printed.  You  probably  will 
annex  a  list  of  the  proper  papers  and  books. 

'^  I  hâve  the  honour  to  be,  my  dear  sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

^'  John  Owen, 
"  Chaplain- General.** 

In  reply,  Dr  Bell  expressed  great  pleasure  at  hear- 
ing  of  his  royal  highness's  intentions,  and  promîsed  to 
afford  every  assistance  in  his  power,  both  by  personal 
superintendence,  and  by  drawing  up  such  a  manual  as 
was  wanted  for  the  instruction  of  the  sergeants  who 
were  to  act  as  schoolmasters.  This  he  at  once  pro- 
ceeded  to  do  ;  and,  in  fîve  days  from  the  date  of  his 
answer  totthe  chaplain-generaPs  letter,  he  sent  a  rough 
draft  of  a  manual  ;  and,  shortly  afterwards,  proceeded 
himself  to  London. 

This  manual  was  entitled — "  Instructions  for  Esta- 
blishing  and  Conducting  Regimental  Schools  upon  the 
Rev.  Dr  Bell's  System,  as  adopted  at  the  Royal  Mili- 
tary  Asylum,  Chelsca."  It  was  printed  by  the  military 
authorities,  and  issued  on  the  Ist  of  January  1812, 
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wîth  a  gênerai  order  from  the  Horse  Guards,  to  the 
effect  that  the  commander-in-chîef,  with  the  sanction 
of  the  Prince  Régent,  '^  called  on  ail  gênerai  oflScers, 
colonels  of  régiments,  and  commanding-oflScers  of  corps, 
to  take  under  their  spécial  superintendence  the  regimen- 
tal  schools  belonging  to  their  respective  commands." 
That  the  regimental  schools  should  be  conducted  on 
militarj  principles,  and  that,  as  far  as  circumstances 
would  permit,  "  their  establishment  should  be  assimi- 
lated  to  that  of  a  régiment,  and  formed  on  a  System 
invented  by  the  Rev.  Dr  Bell,  which  had  been  adopted 
with  the  most  complète  success  at  the  Royal  Military 
Asylum." 

Dr  Bell's  time  and  attention  were  now  much  em- 
ployed  in  training  the  sergeants  for  their  new  duties  as 
schoolmasters,  for  which,  and  other  purposes,  he  re- 
mained  in  London  until  the  following  June. 

We  must,  however,  now  return  to  the  proceedings  of 
the  National  Society,  as  more  immediately  connected 
wîth  Dr  Bell.  Hitherto,  his  name  had  been  rarely 
mentioned  in  connexion  with  the  society  ;  indeed, 
it  appears  somewhat  strange,  that,  in  the  formation  of 
an  institution,  one  of  the  chief  objects  of  which  was 
the  promulgation  of  the  System  of  éducation  which  ho 
had  discovered,  his  name  should  neither  appear  as  a 
member,  nor  indeed  hâve  been  prominently  brought 
forward. 

None  could  be  so  fit  to  direct  the  movement,  and 
regulate  the  mechanism  of  the  machine,  as  he  who  had 
invented  it  ;  and  the  somewhat  marked  neglect  with 
which  he  had  been  treated  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
society,  now  began  to  attract  the  notice  of  liis  friends. 

"  There  seems,"  writes  Mr  Davis  to  Lord  Kenyon, 
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after  a  committee  meeting  on  the  3d  of  Decembcr, 
"  wonderful  delicacy  at  présent  in  ail  they  say  and  do 
about  the  Doctor.  I  suppose  ail  îs  yet  not  quite  smooth 
about  royal  favoiir  towards  hîm:  this  entre  nous*^  Lord 
Radstock  also  felt  very  strongly  on  this  subject,  and 
accordingly  addressed  the  foUowing  letter  to  the  Arch- 
bishop  of  Canterbury  : — 

"«DeoemberT,  1811. 

"  My  Lord, 

"  I  was,  last  night,  honoured  with  your  graoe's 
letter,  for  which  I  hâve  to  request  you  will  be  pleased 
to  accept  my  best  thanks.  Your  grâce  having  had  the 
goodness  to  give  me  freely  your  opinion  respecting  the 
measure  I  had  proposed  to  you  conceming  Dr  BeU,  I 
must  now  trust  to  your  candeur  to  pardon  my  saying, 
with  ail  due  déférence,  and  the  highest  respect  for  your 
grace*s  character  and  exalted  situation,  that  I  humbly 
conceive  that  when  you  say  that  the  committee,  con- 
sisting  of  a  président,  &c.  &c.  &c.,  '  was  constituted 
by  a  gênerai  meeting,  and  cannot,  you  apprehend,  be 
enlarged  without  the  same  authority,'  your  grâce  was 
fixing  shackles  upon  the  committee  that  never  were 
intended.  But  even  admitting,  my  lord,  that  in  faveur 
of  the  question  to  which  I  now  allude,  we  (the  com- 
mittee) should  be  exceeding  the  powers  delegate(l  to 
us  by  the  gênerai  meeting  of  the  society — ^what  hâve  we 
to  fear  ?  What  was  it  that  induced  the  above  meeting 
to  leave  the  nomination  of  the  présent  committee  to 
your  grâce  and  the  bishops  residing  in  and  near  Lon- 
don?  Surely  it  was  the  confidence  they  reposed  in 
your  graco  and  their  lordships,  that  you  would  fonn 
such  a  committee  as  would  be  found  capable  to  carry 
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into  immédiate  and  rapid  exécution  every  measure 
for  the  benefit  of  the  society  which  their  wisdom  and 
zeal  for  the  cause  should  suggest.  K  then  it  should  be 
found;  my  lord,  upon  the  most  mature  délibération  of 
the  committee,  that  the  powers  which  hâve  been  thus 
delegated  to  them  are  incompétent  to  carry  the  designs 
of  the  Society  into  that  speedy  effect  which  the  world, 
from  its  munificent  contributions,  bas  a  just  right  to 
expect,  shall  it  be  said  that  we  feel  so  Uttle  confidence 
in  the  Uberality  of  the  public,  and  so  meanly  of  our- 
selvcs,  that  we  hâve  not  dared  to  venture,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Society,  to  break  through  those  Umited  bounds 
which  would  never  hâve  been  prescribed  to  us  but  for 
form's  sake  alone  ?  May  I  be  allowed  to  say,  my  lord, 
with  ail  humility,  I  know  more  of  the  Madras  System 
than  many  of  your  lordships  on  the  committee — ^whether 
spiritual  or  temporal;  and  for  this  plain  reason,  that 
leisure  has  given  me  ten  times  more  opportunity  of 
studying  it  than  your  lordships  can  possibly  bave  had. 
Yet,  notwithstanding  my  saying  this,  so  far  am  I  from 
feeling  any  conçoit  concerning  my  knowledge  of  this 
matchless  System  of  Dr  Bell,  that  I  really  and  truly 
consider  myself  comparatively  in  a  perfect  state  of  igno- 
rance as  to  its  détails.  Under  this  conviction,  my  lord, 
I  think  it  is  my  duty,  as  being  at  the  head  of  the  com- 
mittee, to  déclare  to  your  grâce  my  thorough  belief, 
that  were  we  to  proceed  of  ourselves  to  put  forward  this 
vast  machine,  without  consulting  Dr  Bell  as  to  its  daily 
course,  we  should  soon  be  lost  in  a  labyrinth  from  which 
we  should  never  be  enabledto  extricate  ourselves  without 
his  assistance.  I  will  not  waste  yoiu*  Grace's  time  by 
commenting  upon  the  disgrâce,  and  numberless  no  less 
painful  conséquences,  which  would  necessarily  follow 
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such  rétrograde  proceedingB.  Your  grâce  might,  indeed, 
tell  me  that  ail  this  would  be  readily  avoided  by  our  fré- 
quent communications  with  Dr  Bell  ;  in  fact,  your  grâce 
says,  in  your  letter  to  me,  '  We  are  certaînly  at  liberty 
to  communicate  as  frequently  and  as  largely  as  we  please 
with  Dr  Bell/     And,  moreover,  you  do  me  the  honour 
to  say,  that  ^  you  quite  agrée  with  me  that  both  commit- 
tees  will  do  well  to  take  advantage  of  Dr  Bell's  résidence 
in  town.'     This,  no  doubt,  my  lord,  might  answer  the 
purposes  of  the  committee  ;  but  then,  my  lord,  are  we 
to  hâve  no  regard  for  the  feelings  of  the  man  to  whom 
our  Society  owes  its  very  birth,  rise,  progress,  and  actual 
existence  î     Shall  such  a  man,  after  having  deroted  se 
many  years  of  his  life  to  bring  to  perfection  the  noblest 
and  most  blessed  of  ail  human  inventions — shall  such  a 
man,  I  say,  my  lord,  after  nobly  acquiring  an  honest 
independence,  be  treated  by  our  committee  as  a  mère 
gentleman  in  waiting,  to  dance  in  and  out  of  the  corn- 
mittee-room  at  the  ringing  a  bell,  or  the  nod  of  the 
président?     In  truth,  my  lord,  I  blush  at  the  very 
thoughts  of  it.     No,  my  lord,  for  justice  sake,  for  our 
honour  and  credit's  sake,  let  us  not  sidly  our  proceed- 
ings  by  any  such  disgraceful  measure,  whilst  the  most 
simple  and  honomrable  mode  of  conducting  this  business 
stares  us  in  the  face.     In  a  word,  my  lord,  let  Dr  Bell 
be  made  an  honorary  vice-président,  and  ail  our  diffi- 
culties  will  not  only  in  a  moment  vanish,  but  we  shall, 
by  thus  uniting  firmness,  wisdom,  and  liberality,  gain 
the  applause  of  the  world,  the  heartfelt  thanks  of  the 
Society,  and  those  of  the  last  gênerai  meeting  in  parti- 
cular.     I  hâve  the  honour  to  be,  my  lord,  &c. 

''  Radstock." 
What  answer  was  retumed  to  this  letter  does  not 
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appear  ;  but  at  a  meeting  of  the  committee^  which  took 
place  a  few  days  afterwards;  the  Archbishop  being  in  the 
chair^  it  was  resolved — '^  That  the  resolution  respect- 
ing  the  schools  of  Lambeth,  M arylebone^  and  Gower's 
Walk,  be  communicated  to  the  Rev.  Dr  BeD,  and  that 
this  Society^  wishing  at  ail  times  to  avail  themselves  of 
his  important  services^  at  présent  request  them  in  fur- 
therance  of  the  objects  of  that  resolution." 

Conceming  the  adoption  of  this  résolution^  Mr  Mar- 
liot  wrote  thus,  on  the  foUowing  day,  to  Lord  Kenyon 
— ^^  It  is  most  extraordinary  that  the  Bishop  of  London 
wants  to  exclude  Dr  Bell  altogether  from  the  national  • 
schools^  except  as  an  occasional  adviser.     I  moved  the 
resolution  respecting  Dr  Bell^  knowing  this^  and  some 
of  the  strongest  parts  of  it  were  dictated,  in  addition 
to  my  words,  by  the  Archbishop  and  the  Bishop  of 
Durham  ;  and  it  was  a  matter  of  concert  between  me 
and  the  Bishop  of  Salisbury^  that  I  should  bring  it  for- 
ward,  and  he  support  it,  hecause  the  Bishop  of  Lon- 
don was  likeljf  to  knock  up  the  whole  scheme  by  this 
perverseness.  Never  was  there  such  self-defeating  folly 
to  be  sure.     It  is  through  his  agency  alone  that  the 
national  schools  can  set  a  fit  example  to  ail  the  diocesan 
schools.     Davis  cannot  attend  them  enough.      On 
ail  other  points,  yesterday,  I  happened  to  be  able  to  sup- 
port the  Bishop  of  London.     For  this  he  will  hâte  me, 
but  that  is  more  his  business  than  mine." 

Dr  Bell*s  position,  however,  was  still  far  from  what 
was  due  to  him  but  for  whom  the  society  would  pro- 
bably  never  bave  been  founded.  What  his  own  feelings 
were  on  this  point  may  be  gathered  from  his  reply  to 
tbe  communication  by  the  committee  of  the  resolutions 
passed  concerning  him. 
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''  Dr  BéU  to  the  Cammittee  of  the  Ncftùmàl  Society. 

^*  With  the  deepest  sensé  of  the  goodness  of  Almîghty 
God  to  this  kingdom^  I  contemplate  the  constitution 
of  the  National  Society.  BeUeving  as  I  do,  that  by  the 
éducation  of  that  people  in  the  principles  and  in  the 
System  which  they  hâve  been  pleased  to  adopt,  the  sum 
of  human  virtue,  individual  happiness,  and  national 
strength  and  prosperity,  will  be  augmented  far  beyond 
what  the  generality  of  mankind  can  yet  imagine,  with 
ail  humility  and  révérence  I  undertake  the  task  which 
their  commîttee  has  thought  proper  to  assign  to  me. 
BeUeving  also  that  thèse  ends  will  be  attained  in  pro- 
portion to  the  means  which  are  employed  in  the 
prosecution  of  this  plan,  the  first  duty  imposed  on  me 
is  humbly  to  represent,  in  the  only  way  open  to  me, 
what  I  conçoive  requisite  to  ftdfiU  their  views  in  the 
functions  with  which  I  am  charged. 

"  The  foundation  of  the  new  System,  I  thank  God, 
is  now  deeply  and  securely  laid.  The  superstructure 
is  yet  to  be  raised.  What  has  hitherto  been  done  in 
the  formation  of  the  society  was  of  easy  exécution, 
requiring  no  more  than  the  conviction  of  the  powers  of 
the  machine,  a  sensé  of  its  utility,  and  a  détermination 
not  to  withhold  from  the  nation  thê  boon  which  it  is 
calculated  to  confer.  What  remains  to  be  donc  in  the 
exécution  of  thèse  purposes  is  of  a  widely  différent 
description. 

"  When  the  scheme  of  the  national  éducation  begins 
to  be  carried  into  effect,  then  only  difficulties  begin  to 
arise.  In  order  to  give  stability  and  permanence  to 
the  designs  of  the  society,  not  only  right  measures 
must  be  pursued  but  success  must  attend  those  mea- 
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sures.  With  ail  the  dignity»  ail  the  influence,  ail  the 
authority  of  the  National  Society,  if  the  new  System  be 
not  founded  in  nature  and  truth,  and  if  a  proof  of  thia 
be  not  given  by  its  being  carried,  in  the  economy  of 
time  and  labour,  to  a  degree  of  perfection  which  can-< 
not  yet  be  said  to  be  attained  in  this  countiy,  other 
nations  will  yet  outstrip  ours  in  this  goodly  career; 
and  other  societies  will  rise  up,  and  reach  before  us 
the  goal  which  we  contémplate.  As  the  System  ah-eady 
acted  upon  in  several  quarters  of  the  kingdom,  appeared 
▼îsionary  and  impracticable  to  almost  every  person,  in 
every  rank  and  station  in  life,  whom  I  attempted  four- 
teen  years  ago  to  interest  in  its  behalf  ;  so,  on  the 
other  hand,  by  many  will  thèse  appréhensions  of  mine 
be  treated  as  imaginary,  and  the  difficulties  and  pré- 
judices which  I  had  to  encounter  in  the  outset  will  be 
considered  as  already  entirely  obviated. 

*^  With  heartfelt  gratitude  and  thankfulness  I  ac- 
knowledge  the  incalculable  progress  which  is  made; 
and  that  it  is  no  longer  left  to  the  powers  and  means  of 
one  or  two  indiyiduals  to  do  what  will  now  be  seen 
to  require  the  united  powers  and  means  of  one  of  the 
grandest  societies  which  was  ever  formed,  and  to  which 
nothing  short  of  législative  powers  and  means  seem 
fuUy  adéquate.  The  high  and  commanding  example, 
exhibited  in  the  enlightened  orders  of  their  Royal  High- 
nesses  the  Prince  Régent  and  the  Commander-in-Chiei^ 
in  regard  to  the  army,  can  scarcely  fail  to  produce  their 
due  effect  on  the  councils  of  the  nation.  History 
rarely  affords  an  example,  even  of  the  most  patriotic 
and  benefîcent  sovereigns  extending  their  paternal 
fiolicitude  and  concem  for  the  spiritual  and  temporal 
.-welfare  of  the  children  of  the  army,  in  a  manner  which 
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the  parents  were  not  prepared  to  expect,  and  of  which 
nothing  but  mature  expérience  can  fuUy  teach  them  to 
appreciate  the  value^  even  to  the  life  and  health  of  their 
ofibpring.  I  thank  God  that  the  thing  is  complète^ 
done  in  regard  to  the  army  I  In  the  army,  orders  and 
their  exécution  are  simultaneous.  But  it  is  not  so 
with  the  National  Society.  It  is  not  by  their  résolutions, 
as  the  committee  well  know^  but  by  the  due  exécution 
of  those  résolutions^  that  the  object  they  hâve  in  view  is 
to  be  attained.  As  far  as  the  exécution  dépends  on  me,  I 
must  not  so  far  forget  my  duty  as  to  dissemble^  that  in 
the  Tery  outset  some  di£Eiculties  occur^  and  many  more 
présent  themselves  to  my  mind,  as  contingent^  which 
this  is  not  the  place  to  enumerate.  I  speak  not  thus 
to  magnify  mine  office.  I  speak  firom  long  expérience 
of  the  subject,  as  well  as  from  a  practical  knowledge  of 
the  State  of  the  existing  schools  in  this  metropolis.  A 
good  deal  of  arrangement  and  management  are  necessary 
to  make  thèse  schools  a  just  model  of  the  System^  in 
which  the  schoolmasters  of  the  society  are  to  be  prac- 
tically  instructed  ;  and  there  are  some  points  of  so  deli^ 
cate^  as  well  as  difficult  a  nature^  as  it  behoyes  not  a 
person  who  has  not  even  a  deliberative  voice  in  yoiir 
councils  to  touch  upon.  But  it  may  be  justly  saîd, 
where  1  cannot  be  présent  to  reply,  that  &r  greater 
difficulties  were  to  be  encountered  in  the  origin  of  the 
new  System  at  Madras,  and  that  th^e  I  did  not^  at  the 
outset,  possess  the  great  benefit  of  that  long  expérience 
whichhas  since&Uen  tomy lot.  I  couldanswer, thatat  the 
Asylum  at  Madras^  with  officiai  responsibility^  I  possess* 
ied  officiai  authority,  influence,  and  weight.  Acting  in 
the  double  capacity  pf  director  and  superintendent,  I 
was  called  upon  to  exécute  no  measures  which  did  not 
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either  originale  with  me^  or  obtaîn  my  previous  con* 
currenca  and  approbation.  A  member  of  eveiy  gênerai 
meetingy  and  of  every  committee^  I  had  constant  oppor- 
tunities  of  explaining  the  measures  to  which  I  resorted 
in  the  discharge  of  my  fiinctions^  and  their  practicai 
effect^  as  well  as  to  meet  whatever  objections  ixdght 
arise;  nothing  was  impracticable  to  me  which  was 
given  me  to  do^  becanse  nothing  was  given  me  to  do 
which  appeared  to  me  impracticable,  or  beyond  the 
powers  with  which  I  was  invested.  Feeling  the  connexion 
between  the  means  which  I  employed,  the  powers  which 
I  possessed^  and  the  end  which^  in  communication  with 
the  gOYcmment  of  Madras  and  the  directors  of  the 
Asylum,  I  had  in  view,  success  foUowed  my  steps. 

^  In  a  matter  of  such  immense  conséquence  as  the 
good  or  ill  success  of  the  first  measures  in  which  my 
assistance  is  required  by  the  committee^  I  hâve  thought 
it  incumbent  on  me  to  suggest  on  what,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  the  success  hinges.  The  obstacles  (were 
they  even  greater  than  they  are)  which  long  expérience^ 
an  intimate  aoquaintance  with  the  new  machine  in  ail 
its  springs,  and  with  the  natural  préjudices  of  men 
grown  up  in  other  practices  and  habits,  hâve  taught  me 
to  feel,  to  foresee,  and  to  expect,  will  serve  but  to  ani- 
mate  my  exertions  in  the  discharge  of  a  duty  so  near 
to  my  heart.  If,  hovrever,  after  my  utmost  efforts  in 
the  service  of  the  society,  I  should  fall  short  of  what 
appears  to  me  essential  for  the  completion  of  the 
objects  which  they  hâve  in  view,  and  by  conséquence 
for  their  stability  and  permanence,  I  trust  that  my  Êdlure 
will  be  ascribed  to  the  causes  which  I  hâve  pointed  out, 
and  that  a  successor  will  be  appointed  to  whom  thèse 
observations  do  not  apply,  or  rather  that,  to  prevent 
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this  issue^  there  may  be  united  to  me  a  colleague,  who 
has  a  seat  in  yoiir  councils,  and  of  mature  expérience, 
who  will  of  course  feel  the  truth  and  the  weîght  of  ail 
I  hâve  written,  and  be  prepared  to  meet  and  to  obviate 
ît.  Such  a  man  may  be  found  in  your  committee,  and, 
perhaps,  there  may  be  deemed  a  propriety  in  associating 
with  a  clergyman  a  layman  in  this  délicate  and  arduous 
undertaking.      • 

*'  To  detain  the  committee  no  longer  than  the  neces- 
isity  of  the  case  seems  to  me  to  demand,  I  shall  only  add, 
that  whatever  in  your  wisdom  shall  be  determined  upon, 
I  shall  bow  to  with  déférence  and  submissîon  ;  and 
shall,  by  those  means  of  which  the  success  shall  appear 
to  me  least  problematical,  and  the  failure  least  detri- 
mental,  bend  every  effort  of  mine  to  fiirther  the  event- 
ful  designs  of  the  représentative  of  the  sovereign,  the 
head  of  the  church." 

This  letter  was  readbefore  the  committee  in  Decem- 
ber,  and  Mr  Marriot  thus  observes  upon  it  to  Lord 
Kenyon — '*  The  effect  produced  by  Dr  Bell's  letter 
was  wonderful.  Davis  expressly  declined  to  act  with 
htm,  because  he  was  unfit,  and  because  Dr  Bell  alone, 
with  full  powers  conveyed  to  him  over  subordinate 
agents  in  the  national  schools,  could  effect  the  great 
work  assigned  to  him.  The  answer  îs  referred  to  the 
committee  pfcorrespondence,  with  an  express  and  mark- 
ed  notice  from  the  archbîshop,  that  he  tnisted  those  of 
them  who  were  présent  at  the  committee  on  Thiirsday, 
would  be  directed  by  what  had  fallen  from  individuals, 
and  seemingly  with  the  unanimous  consent  of  ail,  as  to 
Dur  great  désire  to  meet  every  wish  suggested  by  Dr 
Bell,  as  far  as  our  delegated  powers  would  allow.     The 
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Bishop  of  Londôn,  I  fear,  was  really  an  exception  to  this 
unanimity;  but  he  dared  not  say  so^  and  was  markedly 
civil,  both  to  myself  and  Davis,  who  had  been  most  for- 
ward  in  supporting  the  high  claims  of  Dr  Bell  to  the 
attention  ofthecommittee,  .  .  •  Oh,thatyoucouldbe. 
at  the  correçpondence  oommittee  on  this  occasion  !  But  I 
will  hope,  till  I  see  the  contrary,  (of  which  Lord  Rad- 
stock  is  afraid,)  that  they  will  do  ail  that  they  ought" 

The  resuit  of  this  meeting  seems,  on 'the  whole,  to 
hâve  been  favourable*  "  I  am  well  pleased,"  writes 
Mr  Marriot  to  Lord  Kenyon,  "  with  the  resuit  of  our 
great  question — ^that  îs,  on  the  answer  by  the  committee 
of  correspondence  to  Dr  Belles  letter,  which  was  as 
improper  as  it  could  hâve  been.  Lord  Radstock  begged 
I  would  corne  forward,  and  I  did,  and  the  Bishop  of 
London  was  honest  in  saying,  at  the  end  of  my 
speeûh,  that  he  differed  from  me  entirely  ;  and  thought 
we  should  want  no  aid  whatever  from  Dr  Bell.  The 
archbishop  thankçd  me  for  a  perspicuous  statement  of 
the  subject,  and  expressed  his  full  assent  to  Lord  Rad- 
stock, who  made  the  motion  shortly,  which  I  sup- 
ported,  and  to  me.  The  Bishops  of  Durham  and 
Carlisle,  and  Harris  and  Davis,  ail  followed  most 
strongly  on  the  same  side,  and  not  one  voice  was  raised 
for  the  Bishop  of  London  ;  and  I  hâve  no  doubt  full 
superintendence  will  be  given  to  the  Doctor  in  the 
National  School.  The  Bishop  of  Durham,  who  could 
do  it  with  propriety,  was  very  pointed  in  his  notice  of 
the  Bishop  of  London's  sentiment,  which  alone  justi- 
fied  my  part  in  this  business  in  every  one's  mind." 

Tho  Bishop  of  London  himself,  in  a  letter  to  Mr  Mar- 
riot, dated  lOth  January  1812,  thus  writes  conceming 
tlûs  meeting — '^  On  the  other  subject  I  did  not  mean  to 
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express  a  decided  disagreement  with  what  you  proposed^ 
but  merely  to  check  the  tendency  which  it  seemed  to  me 
to  have^  of  encoutaging  those  who  so  unfortunately  press 
tis  to  throw  every  thing  înto  the  haads  of  Dr  Bell; 
and^  to  say  the  truth^  I  do  not  thînk  your  argument  about 
superîority  in  technical  skill^  a  good  one.  We  shall 
not  get  Mr  Lancaater  and  his  friends  to  acknowledge 
this  :  they  will  boast  of  improyements  which  Dr  Bell 
will  call  quackery^  and  I  believe  juddy^  certaînly  matt^B 
of  litde  oonsequence.  If  the  children  are  taught  well 
and  summarily^  it  is  etiough  for  us.  But  I  am  perfecdy 
satisfied,  if  Dr  Bell  will  rest  within  the  limits  wfaich 
you  liow  assign  him  ;  only  in  that  case  I  must  say  that  I 
think  his  letter  was  a  yery  indiscreet  one  ;  it  made  veiy 
high  elaims,  seemingly  as  a  condition  of  his  services." 

"  It  never  was  in  my  thoughts/'  writes  Mr  Marriot, 
in  reply  to  this  letter^  '^  that  Mr  Lancaster  and  his 
friends  could  be  brought  to  acknowledge  our  superiority 
in  technical  skill  ;  but  with  regard  to^the  great  body  of 
the  public  to  whom  I  did  allude^  to  the  parents  who 
send  their  children^  and  to  the  children  thernselves^  I 
must  still  adhère  to  my  opinion.  I  think  we  cannot  do 
our  part  faithAilly  by  the  sacred  principles  of  which  we 
know  the  inestimable  value^  but  of  which  too  many  are 
ignorant^  and  to  which  the  ignorant  are  generally 
averse^  unless  we  secure  to  them  every  adventitious 
advantage^  and  protect  our  seminaries  from  a  compa- 
rison  in  their  disfavour,  with  those  which  set  up  the 
false  but  specious  attractions  of  liberality  in  religion. 

"  I  bave  no  authority  whatever  to  assign  limits  to 
Dr  Bell's  claims^  but  I  believe  he  would  not  admit  that 
he  bas  made  any  claim  at  ail  ;  and  that  he  bas  done  so 
^  as  a  condition  of  his  services/  I  take  upon  mysdf  to 
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Bay^  jour  lordship  would  find^  on  a  perusal  of  his  letter^ 
to  be  an  inference  not  only  nnsupported,  but  most  ex«- 
plicitly  guarded  against. 

^^  In  what  I  bave  above  said  as  to  our  superiority  in 
technical  skill,  I  mean^  not  that  the  children  sbould  be 
carried  înto  the  région^  or  even  to  the  borders^  of  what 
may  be  properly  called  science^  but  merely  that  what 
is  taught  may  be  perfectly  taught  ;  and  that  no  doubt 
may  ezist  where  the  new  System  is  to  be  exhibited  in 
the  utmost  perfection.  In  the  contest  for  this,  which 
still  remains,  it  seems  to  me  that  we  want  the  more  of 
real  claim  to  public  support,  because  we  set  up  no 
false  ones." 

Meantime  a  gênerai  meeting  had  been  fixed  for  the  22d 
of  January,  at  which  Dr  Bell's  attendance  was  request- 
ed  ;  and  the  following  resolutions  were  then  passed  : — 

'^  That  Dr  Bell  be  requested  to  act,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  this  Society,  as  superintendent  in  the  formation 
and  condnct  of  the  central  and  other  schools,  to  be 
established  by  this  society,  in  the  metropolis  and  its 
vicinity,  with  power  to  engage  such  persons,  as  masters 
and  mistresses,  as  shall  be  adéquate  to  carry  the  pur- 
poses  of  this  Society  into  effect  ;  and  to  retain,  suspend, 
or  dismiss  such  masters  and  mistresses. 

^^  2dfy,  That  Dr  Bell  be  empowered  to  engage  per- 
sons  to  be  trained  as  masters  and  mistressess. 

^'  nidltf,  That  the  trustées  of  the  several  schools  of 
Lambeth,  MaryJe-bone,  and  Gower's  Walk,  White- 
chapel,  be  immediately  applied  to  by  the  school  com* 
mittee  to  be  hereafi;er  appointed^  to  enable  this  society 
to  give  Dr  Bell  sufiicient  power  to  train  masters  in 
those  schools,  according  to  the  former  resolution  to  this 
effect. 
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'^  Aithly,  That  a  sub-committee  be  appointed  for  the 
gênerai  management  of  the  central  and  other  gchools> 
and  to  assîst  Dr  Bell  in  carrying  into  exécution  the 
foregoing  resolutions  ;  and  that  such  committee  do  con- 
sist  of  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Salisbury^  the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Radstock^  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  John  NichoU,  the 
Rev.  Dr  Barton^  and  William  Davis,  Esq.  ;  three  of 
whom  to  be  a  quorum. 

'  "  ôthljfy  That  Dp  Bell  do  report  his  proceedings, 
from  time  to  time,  to  such  committee  ;  and  that  such 
report  be  submitted  to  this  committee." 

Such  was  the  position  Dr  Bell  now  held  in  the 
Society  ;  and  in  the  first  published  reports  he  is  thus 
cautiously  mentioned — ^^  The  better  to  forward  thèse 
measurés,  Dr  Bell's  assistance  (whose  very  long  expé- 
rience and  zealous  exertions  in  this  System,  as  orîgi- 
nally  practised  at  Madras,  are  well  known)  vas 
requested."  And  a  Uttle  further  on  it  is  said — '*  To 
promote  the  formation  of  their  schools,  and  the  training 
masters,  till  they  could  be  formed,  the  assistance  of  Dr 
Bell  was,  at  an  early  period,  requested  as  before  men- 
tioned; and  another  sub-committee  was  appointed, 
under  whose  directions,  and  by  whose  authority,  he 
might  act.  He  readily  undertook  to  give  them  his 
assistance  gratuitously,  and  has  since  acted  in  their 
service  with  great  zeal  and  abihty." 

Though  the  value  and  importance  of  Dr  Belles  ser- 
vices are  hère  acknowledged,  it  must  be  confesscd 
that  he  did  not  yet  occupy  his  proper  position  in  tho 
Society.  It  was  not,  however,  long  before  stepa  were 
taken  for  rectifying  this.  The  following  letter  firom 
Lord  Kenyon  to  Mr  Marriot  will  show  his  lordship's 
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feelings  on  the  subject^  and  the  interest  which  he  took 
in  ît  : — 

''  9,  Fortman  Square,  25th  April  1813. 

^'  My  dear  Marriot, 

"  I  cannot  help  wishing  to  explaîn  to  you  more 
distincdy  than  our  time  would  admit  yesterday  morningy 
my  feelings  on  the  subject  to  whicli  you  alluded.  I 
mean  the  desirableness  of  Dr  Bell's  being  desired  to 
be  in  our  committee  in  the  National  Society.  We  both 
entirely  agrée  in  thinking,  that  whatever  the  society 
could  do^  the  most  strongly  to  mark  its  sensé  of  its  own 
absolute  unimportance  but  for  Dr  Bell's  invaluable 
discovery  and  direction  of  its  powers,  would  be  most  fit 
and  miost  efficacious  towards  securing  the  great  object  for 
which  alone  it  exists  as  a  society  ;  but  the  question  I 
feel  is;  how  that  is  best  to  be  done  ?  I  bave  thought  no 
little  on  the  subject,  and  though  I  had  nothing  to  do 
in  the  formation  of  the  first  committee^  yet  having 
named  two  on  the  second,  I  should  assuredly  hâve  feÛ 
myself  deeply  responsible,  if  I  had  not  done  my  best  to 
obtain  to  us  the  honour  of  Dr  Bell's  name»  had  I 
thought  it  would  hâve  been  a  due  respect  to  him,  or 
likely  to  add  to  his  conséquence  or  usefulness  in  his 
and  our  cause.  On  the  fuUest  considération,  both  then 
and  ever  since,  I  bave  not  thought  it  would  hâve  been 
so,  and  still  hold  the  same  opinion.  As  far  as  the 
opérations  of  the  school  committee  extend,  I  conçoive 
Dr  Bell  ought,  on  every  account,  to  be  suprême,  and  in 
the  most  dignified  manner.  I  hâve  felt  hurt  at  the 
form  of  words  in  which  his  labours  bestowed  on  our 
joint  cause  there  are  acknowledged  ;  but  knowing  as 
we  do,  the  high  sensé  which  the  school  committee  so 
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unaDÎmously  entertam  of  his  inestimable  value,  I  am 
not  disposed  to  criticise  mère  words,  though  I  never 
haye  liked  them,  being  sure  that  tbe  school  conmiittee 
meant  onlj  to  express  their  acknowledgments  for 
zealous,  gratuitous,  and  invaluable  services.  In  point 
of  fiict,  I  consider  Dr  Bell's  situation,  in  condescending 
to  aid  the  school  committee  by  his  advice,  to  be  one  of 
far  more  dignitj  than  being  a  member  of  it,  and  one 
infinitelj  more  effective  as  to  ensuring  the  adoption  oi 
such  rules  as  he  lajs  down  for  them  to  act  upon  ;  as  the 
moment  anj  one  of  the  least  importance  is  not  adopted, 
he  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  dechne  giving  fîirther 
advice,  which  would  bring  the  committee  to  their 
sensés  ;  but  he  could  not  at  ail  properly  retire  from  the 
committee  itself  in  such  a  manner,  unless  they  violated 
some  principle  which  was  important  ;  for,  as  a  member, 
he  would  only  be  untis  inter  plure9.  In  truth,  I  con- 
sider that,  as  far  as  the  school  committee  is  concemed, 
he  has,  by  his  présent  condition  of  condescending  assis- 
tance, granted  to  it  a  state  of  efficacy  and  dignity,  the 
nearest  that  could  by  any  mode  be  obtained  to  what 
he  possessed  in  India.  I  consider  him  to  be  made  by 
it  much  more  suprême  over  ail  the  schools  in  this 
country,  and  especially  over  the  central  school,  than  he 
could  be  by  any  other  state  in  which  he  could  be 
placed,  and  it  is  only  as  far  as  the  schools  are  concemed 
that,  in  my  opinion,  the  cases  are  similar.  The  society^ 
as  such,  composed  as  it  is  with  the  Prince  Régent  at 
its  head,  and  ail  the  episcopal  bench,  and  receiving 
contributions,  as  it  does,  from  ail  ranks  and  parts  of 
the  côuntry,  has  duties  to  perform  of  a  very  différent 
nature  from  those  of  the  Asylum  at  Ëgmore;  and  which, 
if  our  excellent  friend  was  to  apply  his  invaluable  timc 
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lA  controlling^  would  occasion  a  most  lamentable  waste 
of  it  ;  and  then^  not  laying  more  distinctly  wîthin  his 
province  or  knowledge  than  of  others,  he  could  not,  on 
anch  occasions,  hâve  more  weight  than  other  indivi- 
duals  in  the  society  ;  and  I  am  free  to  confess  that, 
whenever  his  time  is  employed  otherwise  than  to  ena- 
ble  us  to  profit  by  his  own  choice  of  its  application, 
and  with  fnll  ponrer  as  to  means,  the  public  do  not 
gain  the  fiill  benefit  from  him  which  another  applica- 
tion of  it  would  afibrd.  It  is  on  thèse  accounts  that  I 
feel  it  would  not  be  désirable  to  promote  his  being  pro- 
posed  for  the  committee.  Your  supposition,  that  if  he 
waa  to  be  proposed,  it  must  be  by  the  président  and  vice- 
présidents  before  the  day  of  the  anniial  gênerai  meet- 
ing, is  quite  correct  ;  for  the  rule  states  distinctly,  that 
the  président  and  vice-présidents  shall  make  a  sélection 
of  eight,  out  of  whom  exclusively  the  four  are  to  be 
chosen.  After  ail  I  hâve  said,  if  Dr  Bell  should  wish 
to  be  nominated  for  the  committee,  (I  don't  mean  that 
I  wish  to  hâve  him  asked  the  question  distinctly,} 
I  should,  doubtless^  support  that  wish,  or  any  wish 
on  such  subject  which  he  might  hâve,  most  zealously 
and  most  affectionately  ;  but  I  must  confess  that,  as 
two  years  hâve  passed  in  which  he  bas  not  been  in  the 
committee,  I  should  feel  his  being  so  on  the  third,  would 
be  any  thing  rather  than  a  distinction  ;  and  I  am  well 
convinced  that  many  of  our  members  hâve  felt  as  I 
bave,  (though,  perhaps,  not  in  the  same  degree,  firom 
the  Personal  attachment  and  obligations  which  I  feel,) 
tbat>  with  a  view  to  his  own  importance  and  usefulness, 
it  is  not  désirable  to  propose  his  being  appointed  on 
the  gênerai  committee.  Let  me  know  what  you  think 
of  my  opinions.     If  I  see  Davis,  I  will  speak  to  him 
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if  I  can.     To  myself  personally^  it  would  be  a  great 
delight  to  hâve  Dr  Bell  with  us." 

What  was  done  immediately  afterwards  is  not  known, 
but  in  a  letter  to  Dr  Bell  early  in  June^  his  lordsbip 
informed  liim  of  the  names  which  wero  put  down  for  the 
gênerai  committee^  to  be  beld  on  the  succeeding  Wed- 
nesday,  and  then  added — "  The  Archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury  intends  also  to  propose  to  the  gênerai  committee 
your  admission  as  a  supemumerary  member  at  the 
annual  meeting.  As  far  as  any  such  proposai  can  be 
supposed  indicative  of  a  due  sensé  felt  of  your  merits^ 
or  of  our  national  debt  to  you^  no  one  can  more  heartily 
approve  it  than,  my  dear  sir,  &c. 

^'  P.  S. — Such  as  were  présent  when  the  Archbishop 
made  the  notification,  entirely  concurred  in  thinking  it 
the  only  possible  mode  of  showing  distinction." 

The  resuit  was,  that  "  Dr  Bell  was  unanimously 
elected  an  honorary  member  of  the  gênerai  committee," 
whereby  a  permanent  appointment  in  that  body  was 
given  him,  and  a  position  différent  from  that  of  every 
other  member  of  it;  and  this  distinction  he  enjoyed 
during  his  hfe. 
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CHAPTER  XXXIII. 


Mr  Johnson  appointed  Assistant  Superintendent  of  the  Central  School — 
Diocesan  Societies — Admission  of  the  Children  of  Dissenters  discnssed— ^ 
Training  Master  sent  to  organise  SohooU—Dr  Bell's  first  vîsit  to  Gre- 
dington— Lord  Kenyon's  Schools — Dr  Bell  visits  Grasmere. 


Afteb  the  preliminary  arrangements  already  noticed, 
there  still  remained  an  important  object  to  be  accom- 
plished.  This  was  the  appointment  of  a  head  master  or 
superintendent  ;  and  a  meeting  was  accordingly  held 
on  the  24th  of  January  1812,  at  Lord  Radstock's 
house,  to  take  this  subject  into  considération,  at  which 
ail  the  members  of  the  school  committee  were  presenti 
and  which  Dr  Bell  also  attended. 

Hère  ît  was  resolved — "  That  it  was  expédient  to 
make  enquiry,  without  delay,  for  a  proper  person  to 
be  trained  as  head  master,  and  to  assist  in  training 
others,  and  to  act  for  the  présent  as  assistant  secretary 
and  in  other  business  of  this  committee;  and  that  a 
salary,  not  exceeding  £100  a-year,  should  be  allowed  to 
such  person." 

The  committee  also  made  the  following  observations 
on  this  point  in  their  first  report  : — 

^^  The  committee  saw  at  once  the  înconveniences 
which  would  arise,  unless  they  were  provided  with  a 
person  properly  qualified  to  assist  Dr  Bell  in  the  labo- 
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rious  duties  which  he  had  gratuitouslj  undertaken^  as 
well  as  to  supply  his  place  during  his  occasional  ab- 
sence. 

'^  Their  attention,  therefore,  was  early  directed  to 
this  object. 

^^  In  consideriug  how  the  designs  of  the  Society,  in 
tbis  particular,  could  be  carried  into  complète  effect,  it 
appeared  to  them  that  such  assistant  sbould  be  called 
upon  to  act  as  the  principal  master  in  the  central 
school — to  bave  the  control  over  those  persons  who 
sbould  engage  to  be  trained — ^to  take  minutes  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  committee  under  their  direction— «to 
reçoive  and  to  answer  ail  applications  for  masters — to 
assist  in  the  formation  of  schools  in  the  countrj — to 
give  instructions  to  those  masters — to  receiye  tbeir 
reports,  and  to  audit  their  accounts.  For  the  dis- 
charge  of  such  duties,  a  man  of  éducation  was  re* 
quired;  and  wben  it  was  found  that  the  children  of 
die  central  school  could  not  be  accommodated  in  anj 
church  or  chapel  in  the  neighbourhood,  the  committee 
looked  forward  to  the  probable  necessity  of  haring 
divine  service  performed  on  a  Sunday  in  the  school 
room,  if  approved  by  the  diocesan,  and  therefore  tfaey 
deemed  it  expédient  that  the  person  whom  they  en« 
gaged  sbould  also  be  in  holy  orders." 

The  chief  duty  of  engaging  such  a  person  as  was 
wanting  to  fiU  this  office,  naturally  devolved  upon  Dr 
Bell,  who  happened,  from  the  following  circumstance^ 
to  bave  had  one  previously  in  his  view. 

Having  been  staying  at  Keswick;  in  September 
1811,  he  chanced  to  go  over  to  Grasmere  one  mom* 
ing  on  a  visit  to  Mr  Wordsworth.  At  this  time 
the  Rev.  W.  Johnson,  the  curate  of  the  parish,  was 
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master  of  the  endowed  village  school  there^  into  which^ 
on  Mr  Wordsworth's  suggestion^  (three  of  whose  chil. 
dren  were  then  under  his  tuition^)  he  had  introduced 
the  Madras  System.  This  school  Dr  Bell  now  visited 
for  the  first  time^  and  was  both  pleased  and  surprised 
at  the  proficiency  of  the  scholars^  and  the  snccessfiil 
adoption  of  the  System,  and  was  also  struck  with  Mr 
Johnson's  manner,  and  kindly  method  of  teaching. 

Although  the  National  Society  was  not  established  at 
this  time,  yet  Dr  Bell  appears  to  hâve  been  fiilly  con- 
vinced  that  measures  of  the  highest  importance  in  regard 
to  éducation  would  shortly  be  matured,  and  that  Mr 
Johnson  was  just  the  person  likely  to  be  of  especial  ser- 
vice ;  and  he  obserred  at  the  time,  that  his  talents  were 
fitted  for  a  larger  sphère  of  action,  and  that  he  should  see 
what  could  be  done  in  placing  him  where  his  pecuUar 
tum  of  mind  would  find  a  wider  scope.  ^'  I  must  hâve 
him/'  he  characteristically  remarked  to  Mr  Wordsworth. 

This  occurred,  as  we  hâve  seen,  in  September  1811, 
and  when,  in  the  following  January,  Dr  Bell  was  com- 
missioned  to  procure  a  superintendent  for  the  central 
school,  Mr  Johnson  at  once  occurred  to  him,  and  he 
wrote  to  Mr  Wordsworth,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  gênerai  committee,  and  of  the  school  corn- 
mittee,  and  saying  that  *^  if  Mr  Johnson  had  faith  to 
put  himself  into  his  hands,  and  make  a  tender  of  his 
services,  he  had  little  doubt  they  would  be  accepted  ; 
and  that  he  thought  he  could  promise,  at  first,  a  salary 
of  L.lOO  per  annum,  and  perhaps  a  house. 

To  this  letter  Mr  Wordsworth  thus  replied  : — 

"Dear  Sir, 

I  was  much  gratified  by  your  oblîging  letter,  which 


'} 
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I  réceived  this  morning  ;  I  showed  it  immediately  to 
Mr  Johnson^  and  am  happy  to  find  this  evening  that 
he  has  determined  to  propose  hîmself  for  the  office  or 
offices  whîch  are  about  to  be  instituted.  I  need  scarcely 
hère  repeat  what  I  said  upon  the  character  of  Mr  John- 
son when  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeîng  you  at  Gras-, 
mère.  As  a  moral  man  he  is  eminently  conscientious  ; 
as  a  Christian  he  is  humble-minded^  pious^  and  zealous  ; 
and  as  a  schoolmaster  we  bave  found  him  active,  intel- 
ligent, and  fond  of  bis  employment 

^^  It  may  be  proper  for  me  to  state,  that  I  leam  firom 
Mr  Johnson  that,  baving  made  an  accurate  calcula- 
tion,  he  finds  that  bis  présent  situation,  as  curate  and 
schoolmaster  of  Grasmere,  brings  him  in  between  L.90 
and  L.lOO  per  annum  ;  so  that  certainly>  in  a  pecuniary 
point  of  yiewy  (the  expenses  of  living  hère  and  in  Lon- 
don  being  compared,)  he  would  be  no  gainer  by  being 
appointed  to  the  office  of  master  of  the  central  school, 
unless  an  appointment  to  that  of  chaplain,  with  an  ad- 
ditional  salary,  were  likely  to  follow.  I  bave  thought 
it  necessary,  in  justice  to  Mr  Johnson,  to  make  this 
représentation  ;  and,  in  other  respects,  he  would  make 
much  more  considérable  sacrifices,  as  he  must  leave  Tery 
valuable  friends  hère,  and  in  the  neighbourhood,  and 
giye  up  the  peace  of  a  country  life  in  a  beautiful  district, 

to  which  he  is  much  attached 

:  "  I  am  happy  to  hear  that  the  great  work  goes  on  so 
well  ;  it  is  some  consolation  to  think,  in  the  présent 
afflicted  state  of  Europe,  that  there  is  at  least  one  small 
portion  of  it  where  men  are  acting  as  if  they  thought 
that  they  lived  for  some  other  purpose  than  that  of 
murdering  and  oppressing  each  other.  ^yith  many 
thanks  and  good  wisbies,  I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

"  W.  WORDSWORTH." 
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Mr  Johnson  aiso  wrote  in  reply,  making  a  tender  of 
his  services  in  the  way  Dr  Bell  recommended  ;  adding^ 
^'I  cannot  confine  myself  to  this  formai  offer  of  mj 
services  without  expressing^  that  if  I  hâve  the  honour  of 
being  approved  by  the  committee^  I  shall  esteem  it  as 
one  of  the  happiest  circumstances  of  my  life^  that  I 
shall  thereby  hâve  an  opportunity  of  cultivating  your 
acquaintance^  and,  I  hope,  of  benefiting  by  your  in- 
structions  and  advice.  Long  before  I  had  the  happiness 
of  seeing  you  in  my  Uttle  school  at  Grasmere,  I  had 
been  accustomed  to  think  of  you  with  respect  and  ad^ 
miration,  in  conséquence  of  your  great  and  successful 
exertions;  and  allow  me,  sir,  to  say,  that  that  short 
interview  greatly  contributed  to  confinn  the  sentiments 
which  I  had  previously  entertained." 

Shortly  afterwards,  Dr  Bell  again  wrote  thus  to  Mr 
Wordsworth  —  ^'I  am  equally  delighted  with  your 
letter  and  that  of  your  friend  Mr  Johnson.  A  can- 
didate, of  no  small  merit  and  powerful  recommenda- 
tion,  had  started  before  I  received  your  answers,  one  of 
which  (his)  I  hâve  already  shown  to  several  members 
of  the  School  Committee,  before  which  I  shall  lay  it  on 
next  meeting,  (Tuesday  nezt.}  I  hâve  Uttle  doubt  of 
his  services  being  accepted,  and  that,  in  one  way  or 
other,  the  office  will  be  rendered  more  deserving  of  his 
acceptance  than  I  represented  it,  and  such  as  you  seem 
to  wish  for  him.  I  approve  highly  of  the  modération 
of  his  letter,  his  not  soUciting  additional  émoluments  or 
advantages,  and  throwing  himself  upon  the  considéra* 
tion  and  generosity  of  the  committee.  One  thing  on 
his  account,  and  every  account,  I  am  most  solicitons 
about^  and  that  is,  that  he  may  be  immediately,  or  as 
80on  as  possible,  at  his  post.     The  central  school  in  its 
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first  state^  till  the  great  room  is  finished^  is  to  bc 
opened  in  Buch  a  room  as  we  hâve  been  able  to  get. 
Be  so  good^  then,  as  request  Mr  Johnson  to  write  dî- 
rectly  to  me,  tbat  not  a  day  may  be  lost,  and  say  bow 
80on  he  can  be  hère. 

^'  If,  in  this  transaction,  I  can  be  found  in  the  event 
to  hâve  done  a  service  to  a  meritorious  clergyman, 
whom  I  hope  to  see  my  assistant  as  superintendent,  as 
well  as  chaplain,  and  to  bave  performed  a  good  office 
to  bis  friend,  the  friend  of  Southey,  and  may  I  proudly 
say,  my  friend,  it  will  be  no  small  addition  to  the  gra- 
tification which  I  already  feel  at  the  présent  state  of 
our  progress." 

"  Every  thing,**  writes  Mr  Wordsworth,  in  reply  to 
this  letter,  dated  the  Ist  of  March,  "  will  be  done  hère 
to  enable  Mr  Johnson  to  départ  as  soon  as  he  receives 
the  bishop's  permission.  I  hâve  a  pleasmre  in  repeating 
my  opinion,  gromided  npon  a  year  and  a  half 's  know* 
ledge,  tbat  the  institution  will  find  in  Mr  Johnson  a 
most  excellent  servant.  I  know  you  will  esteem  it  a 
strong  recommendation  of  him  when  I  say,  tbat  he  is 
extremely  fond  of  teaching,  and  much  attached  to  bis 
pupils,  and  they  in  their  turn  to  him.  I  beUeve  many, 
I  may  say  most,  of  the  boys  will  shed  tears  at  bis  de- 
parture.  And  I  assure  you,  such  is  my  sensé  of  the 
good  which  he  bas  done  in  this  place,  that  I  deem  the 
availing  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  recommend  him 
to  your  kindness  as  one  of  the  most  disinterested  aetd 
of  my  life.  For  besides  bis  gênerai  usefulness  to  the 
parish,  I  feel  bow  much  my  own  children  will  lose  in 
him." 

Mr  Johnson  sîgnified  bis  readiness  to  leave  Grasmere 
as  soon  ashe  could  obtain  the  bisbop's  consent;  and  short- 
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ly  afterwards^  Dr  Bell  wrote  to  him,  informing  liîm  that 
his  appointment  was  definitively  fixed.  Having  rcceived 
an  answer  in  the  afi^mative  from  the  bishop^  he  preach- 
ed  his  farewell  sermon  on  Sunday^  the  8th  of  March, 
to  a  large  congrégation,  ail  of  whom  expressed  much 
regret  at  parting  with  him. 

Afîter  service  Lady  Diana  and  Lady  Fleming  of 
Rydal  Hall,  the  patronesses  of  the  living,  expressed 
great  regret  at  Mr  Johnson's  departure  ;  and  the  for- 
mer said,  addressing  a  friend — "  You  know  this  would 
not  hâve  happened  had  we  not  been  over-persuaded  by 
Mr  Wordsworth's  éloquence,  that  it  would  be  greatly 
to  his  advantage  in  future  life.  Being  so  well  satisfied 
with  Mr  Johnson's  attention  to  the  duties  of  his  parish, 
I  had  intended  to  présent  him  to  the  first  Uving  that 
became  vacant  in  my  gift  ;  and,  during  the  interval,  we 
were  prepared  to  make  up  an  équivalent  to  the  addi- 
tional  émoluments  he  is  to  obtain  in  his  new  appoint- 
ment." And,  as  a  token  of  their  good  feeUng  towards 
him,  they  presented  him  with  a  purse  of  gold  on  his 
departure.  Mr  Johnson  accordingly  proceeded  to 
London  without  delay,  and  entered  at  once  upon  his 
new  duties  in  the  temporary  schoolroom  in  Holborn, 
where  a  master  of  the  name  of  Grever  had  been  placed 
in  charge  until  his  arrivai. 

**  Thus,"  says  Mr  Bamford,'*'  in  some  notes  on  this 
subject,  written  long  afterwards,  ''  was  Mr  Johnson  to 
leave  his  few  scholars  and  his  solitaiy  retirement,  those 
few  sheep  in  the  wilderness,  and  assume  the  charge  of  an 

*  Of  Mr  Bamford  I  sball  soon  hâve  occasion  to  speak  more  fully.  I  am 
indebted  to  his  widow  for  permission  to  puhlish  thèse  and  other  extracts 
frcmi  hîa  papers  respecting  Dr  Bell,  and  heg  hère  to  retum  my  acknow- 
ledg^ents  for  her  courtesy. 
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establishment  in  tlie  metropolis  of  the  kingdom^  and 
under  the  direct  cognizance  and  inspection  of  the  high- 
est  personages  in  church  and  state. 

^'  Perhaps  no  other  person  in  the  kingdom,  who  had 
been  in  Mr  J.'s  circumstances,  could  hare  nndertaken 
the  charge  with  more  adroitness  and  with  less  sensible 
înefficiency.  A  young  man — ^he  was  then  twenty- 
eight — ^who  had  seen  Uttle  of  the  world,  who  had  been 
chiefly  immured  among  the  mountains  and  wîlds  of 
Westmoreland,  whose  charge  at  Grasmere  probablj 
seldom  exceeded  thirty  or  forty  country  scholars  of 
both  sexes,  whose  rearing,  éducation,  and  habits  had 
been  formed  amidstvmany  disadvantages,  and  whose 
întercomrse,  with  a  few  late  exceptions,  had  been  with 
those  who  could  conduce  httle  to  refinement  .  .  .  was 
at  once  placed  at  the  head  of  a  novel,  intricate,  distract- 
ing  situation,  which  absolutely  required  the  clearest 
head,  theablesthands,  the  most  inflexible  persévérance, 
the  most  laborious  and  unremitting  activity.  .  .  . 
The  difficulties  of  the  situation  few  can  understand, 
and  still  fewer  can  duly  appreciate  exertions  of  so 
extraordinary  a  kind,  which  were  necessary  in  the 
establishment  of  the  institution,  Not  only  had  he  to 
encounter  the  opposition  of  a  strong  and  violent  party, 
who  were  planting  schools  around  him,  the  préjudices 
of  the  public,  who  had  been  primarily  fiUed  and 
charged  with  varions  accusations  and  unjust  calumnies 
against  the  views  of  the  National  Society  ;  but  he  had 
to  establish  and  prove  to  the  world  the  superiority  of 
the  pure  Madras  System,  then  labouring  under  many 
heavy  and  unpopular  imputations,  and  to  fulfiU  in  pràc- 

tice ^no  easy  task — ^the  grand  views  and  high  expec- 

tations  of  that  society." 
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The  Bociety  now  lost  no  time  in  the  formation  of 
diocesan  societies^  which  Mr  Bouyer  had  so  strongly 
advocated.  As  early  as  December  the  3d,  at  a 
meeting  of  the  committee^  it  was  recommended  ''  to 
form  societies  in  the  several  diocesses  upon  the  same 
gênerai  plan  with  the  National  Society;"  and  that 
*'  such  societies  should  communicate  with  the  National 
Society,  in  order  to  préserve,  as  far  as  circumstances 
wiU  admit,  an  uniformity  in  their  negotiations  and 
proceedings/*  It  was  also  said,  '*  that  this  society  will 
be  glad  to  enter  into  correspondence  with  such  socie^ 
ties,  to  give  them  any  assistance  in  their  power,  and  to 
co-oporate  with  them  in  any  measures  conducive  to  the 
great  end  proposed.**  With  this  view,  a  sub-committee 
of  correspondence  was  soon  after  appointed,  and  an 
address  was  published,  dated  January  29,  1812.  In 
this  address  it  was  stated,  that  the  réception  which 
**  the  socîety  had  already  found  from  the  public  had 
been  so  favourable,  and  the  calls  upon  the  society  to 
proceed  in  this  important  work  so  gênerai  and  so 
urgent,  that  the  gênerai  committee  found  it  necessary 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  friends  of  the  society  to  thèse 
circumstances,  in  order  that  the  funds  requisite  to  carry 
on  an  institution  which  promised  such  extensiye  pubUc 
benefit,maybeeffectuallyprovided."  They  also  observed, 
'^  that  the  adoption  of  the  Madras  System  by  the  society, 
had  proceeded  from  the  expérience,  not  only  of  the 
facility  by  which  this  System  communicates  instruction, 
but  of  the  influence  which  hitherto  it  was  found  to 
hâve  on  the  morals  of  the  children." 

About  this  time  some  différence  of  opinion  existed 
as  to  the  admission  of  dissenters  into  the  schools  under 
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the  direction  of  the  Society.  This  question  was  dîs- 
cussed  in  the  gênerai  committee  early  in  January  ;  and 
it  appears  that,  while  Mr  Marriot  and  the  Bishop  of 
London  stood  ont  for  attendance  at  chiu*ch  being  made 
an  indispensable  condition  of  admittance,  the  Arch- 
bishop  of  Canterbury,  the  Bishop  of  Durham^  and  the 
Speaker,  were  for  dispensing  with  this  attendance  în 
the  case  of  the  children  of  dissenters. 

Before  the  next  meeting,  however,  the  Bishop  of 
London  had  somewhat  modified  his  opinion  on  this 
point.  "  I  understand,"  he  writes  to  Mr  Marriot, 
"  that  the  archbishop  bas  been  prevailed  upon  to  pro- 
pose the  reconsideration  of  the  resolution  of  last  week 
on  Wednesday  next  ;  you  may  still,  perhaps,  bave  an 
opportunity  of  giving  your  opinion  upon  it.  I  acceded 
to  it,  as  the  best  that  could  be  done  under  the  circum- 
stances,  and  because  I  thought  that  it  would  be  better  to 
admit  of  some  relaxation,  and  therefore  rather  to  re- 
quire  the  attendance  as  a  private  rule  than  to  proclaim 
it  as  rigidly  to  be  enforced,  and  thereby  cause  an  alarm." 

"  My  lord,"  writes  Mr  Marriot  in  reply,  "  the  rea- 
sons  of  your  accession  to  the  resolution  bave  great 
weight  with  my  mind.  But  if  the  discussion  is  renewed, 
I  cannot  better  satisfy  myself  than  by  stating,  with  aU 
due  déférence  to  the  great  authorities  on  the  side  of  the 
more  lax  rule,  the  arguments  which  bave  appeared  to 
me  to  outweigh  those  on  which  their  conclusions  are 
grounded.  But  I  feel  the  great  importance,  and,  ex- 
cept  as  one  oî  principle,  the  great  difficulty  and  delica- 
cy  of  the  question,  and  am  fuUy  prepared  for  anothcr 
discussion  ;  and,  indeed,  had  I  known  we  should  ad- 
journ  only  for  a  week,  I  should  originally  bave  proposed 
this  question  for  at  least  the  second  ensuing  committee/' 
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Shortly  after  this^  a  plan  of  union  with  the  diocegan 
societies  and  district  committees  was  issued  by  the 
National  Society,  in  which  it  was  said — 

^^  That  whereas  the  estabUshment  of  such  committees 
and  schools,  is  the  principal  mean  by  which  the  socîety 
purposes  and  hopes  to  carry  into  effect  the  great  end 
and  design  for  which  it  has  been  formed,  the  society  is 
désirons  of  forwarding  the  progress  of  them  by  Con- 
necting them  with  itself,  and  by  such  assistance  as  the 
présent  means  of  the  society  will  allow. 

"That  the  foundation  of  this  union  between  dio- 
cesan  and  district  committees  and  schools  with  the 
parent  society,  being  understood  to  be  a  gênerai  con- 
formity,  on  their  part,  with  the  principles  on  which 
the  society  itself  is  constituted  ; 

"  Therefore,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  assurance  of 
such  conformity,  the  plan  of  such  committees  and 
schools  shall  be,  in  the  first  instance,  transmitted  to 
the  diocesan  or  district  committee,  if  there  be  any,  and 
from  thence  to  this  society  through  its  secretary,  or 
immediately  to  this  society  where  there  shall  be  no 
diocesan  or  district  committee;  and  that  afterwards 
annual,  or,  if  desired,  more  fréquent  communication  be 
made,  in  like  manner,  of  their  state  and  progress. 

"  That  in  such  diocesses  as  bave  already,  in  confor- 
mity  with  the  designs  of  the  society,  formed  central 
committees,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  respective 
bishops,  with  which  subordinate  schools  correspond,  it 
is  recommended  that  the  communications  to  this  society 
respecting  the  state  and  progress,  as  well  of  the  central 
as  the  subordinate  schools,  be  made  from  such  central 
committees  only  ;  and  that  the  same  course  and  order 
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be  obsérved  in  every  other  diocess  in  which  a  central 
committee  may  bo  formed^  subséquent  to  the  establish* 
ment  of  local  schools. 

^^  That  it  be  also  recommended^  that  wherever  fonds 
for  the  establishment  of  schools  are  proyided,  or  in  the 
way  of  being  provided^  such  schools  be  formed  without 
delay. 

^^  That  it  is  the  wish  and  intention  of  the  National 
Society  to  render,  from  time  to  time,  pecuniary  aid  to 
the  diocesan  and  district  societies  as  far  as  may  be  in 
its  power. 

"  That  it  will  also  assist  them  in  procuring  books^ 
and  a  master  for  their  central  school  at  its  first  esta- 
blishment; recommending,  at  the  same  time^  that  ail 
diocesan  and  district  societies  once  established^  shall 
endeavour,  as  far  as  possible^  to  provide  for  the  wants 
of  ail  the  schools  under  their  superintendence,  and  for 
that  purpose^  shall  establish  a  proper  collection  of  books, 
and  train  up  teachers. 

^'  That  the  society  itself  being  instituted  prîncipally 
for  educating  the  poor  in  the  doctrine  and  discipline  of 
the  Established  Church,  according  to  the  excellent 
liturgy  and  catechism  provided  for  that  purpose,  it  is 
required  that  ail  the  children  received  into  thèse  schools 
be,  without  exception,  instructed  in  this  liturgy  and 
catechism;  and  that,  in  conformity  with  the  directions 
in  that  liturgy,  the  children  of  each  school  do  constandy 
attend  divine  service  in  their  parish  church,  or  other 
place  of  public  worship  under  the  establishment,  wher- 
ever the  same  is  practicable,  on  the  Lord's  Day,  unless 
such  reason  for  their  non-attendance  be  assigned  as 
shall  be  satisfactory  to  the  persons  having  the  direc- 
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tion  of  that  Bchool;  and  that  no  religions  tracts  be 
admitted  into  any  school  but  snch  as  are^  or  shall  be^ 
contained  in  the  catalogue  of  the  Society  for  promoting 
Christian  Knowledge. 

''  T.  T.  Walmslet,  Soc." 

On  the  subject  of  the  admission  of  dissenters^  men- 
tioned  in  this  last  résolution^  some  letters  passed  at  this 
time  between  mj  father  and  Dr  Bell  in  référence  to  a 
passage  in  *'  The  Origin,  Nature,  and  Object,  of  the 
New  System  of  Education.'* 

*'Keswick,  6th  March  1812. 

''  I  have  advanced  it  as  my  opinion/* 

writes  my  fkther,  ^*  that  the  point  of  attending  church 
should  not  be  insisted  upon,  because  it  may,  without 
any  concession,  be  dispensed  with,  and  there  are  good 
reasons  why  it  should  not  be  compulsory.  It  may  be 
dispensed  with,  because  in  schools  where  the  boys  are 
not  lodged,  there  is  no  necessity  that  the  authority  of 
the  master  should  extend  beyond  the  school.  It  ought 
to  be,  because,  by  dispensing  with  it,  you  open  your 
doors  to  the  orthodox  dissenters,  whom  the  catechism 
(the  proper  and  indispensable  test)  does  not  exclude  : 
and  it  is  very  likely,  that  if  they  are  left  at  liberty  to  go 
to  what  place  of  worship  their  parents  may  choose,  many 
of  them  will  be  won  over  to  the  church.  This  I  have 
not  said  :  not  choosing  to  tell  the  dissenters  so  ;  but  I 
have  said  that  wherever  it  can  be  done,  it  is  better  that 
children  should  accompany  their  parents  to  church,  than 
go  in  a  body  as  schoolboys.  Attention  in  the  one  case 
is  acquired  from  respect  and  imitation  :  in  the  other  the 
boys  are  Only  restrained  from  play,  or  from  mischief,  by 
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fear,  and  there  can  be  no  surer  mode  of  giving  them  a 
dislike  to  religion. 

'^  Believe  me,  my  dear  Sir, 

"  Yours  most  tnily  and  respectfiilly, 

^*R.  SOUTHEY." 

To  tliis  Dr  Bell  thus  replied  : — 

*'  London,  lOtfa  Marcfa  1812. 

"  My  dear  Friend, 

"  I  Write  to  acknowledge  your  faveur,  .  .  •  . 
and  under  great  anxiety,  which  I  am  in  haste  to  ex- 
press, in  regard  to  your  décisive  opinion  as  to  church- 
going.  In  what  I  say  I  Lave  no  other  view  but  to  ren- 
der  your  book  usefiil  and  not  obnoxious  to  any  party  or 
set  of  opinions.  Whatever  side  you  take  in  ^'question  so 
questionable,  you  will  give  great  offence  to  the  other 
side,  and  create  a  jealousy  of  ail  else  you  write.  I  azn 
free  to  confess,  that  I  think  we  should  draw  the  children 
to  church  by  cords  of  love,  and  not  drag  them  by  chains 
of  iron.  But  in  this  opinion  I  differ  from  many  of  the 
wisest  and  best  men.  Now  ail  the  rest  of  your  com- 
position appears  to  me  so  libéral  and  popular,  that  I 
should  be  grieved  to  see  any  décisive  opinion  which 
may  be  controverted  and  made  use  of  to  cty  down  the 
book.  How  was  I  grieved  to  read  Dr  Marsh's  pamphlet 
against  the  Bible  Society  !  I  immediately  saw  how  it 
would  be  made  a  handle  of,  and  that  it  would  be  mixed 
up  with  another  question,  towards  which  it  had  no  al- 
liance, but  stood  in  opposition.  I  write  to  give  you 
those  opinions  which  you  may  not  hear  at  other  hands; 
but  want  no  further  désire  to  influence  your  choice^ 
than  I  think  it  connected  with  the  circulation,  useful- 
ness,  and  popularity,  of  the  book  among  ail  descriptions 
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of  good  churchmen.  You  eee  I  do  not,  as  with  Dr 
Marsh, controvert your  opinion:  far  from  it,  only  I  would 
hâve  no  appearance  of  what  will  be  called  low  or  even 
high  church,  from  your  pen,  which  might  in  any  de- 
gree  detract  from  its  great  utility. 

"  You  hâve,  in  ail  else,  settled  ail  that  can  be  disputed, 
so  as  no  dispute  can  remain  ;  but  on  this  point,  what« 
ever  side  or  opinion  (if  décisive)  you  take,  it  will,  I 
fear,  draw  upon  you  and  your  work  the  discountenance 
of  many  of  our  best  friends. 

"  Ever  yours, 

To  this  letter  my  father  replied  : — 

''Keswick,  March  13,  1812. 

^'  My  dear  Sir, 

"  I  cannot  think  that  the  manner  in  which  I  hâve 
expressed  myself  upon  church-going  can  give  offence  to 
any  person.  A  letter  from  my  friend  Charles  W.  Wynn 
happened  to  arrive  the  same  day  with  the  proof.  He 
spoke  of  this  test  as  if  he  supposed  that  I  favoured  it. 
It  had  never  entered  into  my  thoughts  that  such  a  test 
was  to  be  insisted  on,  except  at  schools  where  children 
are  lodged,  and  where,  of  course,  as  they  cannot  attend 
worship  with  their  parents,  they  must  go  with  their 
schoolmaster — ^and  I  was  anxious  not  to  be  misunder- 
stood  ;  and  to  show  that  while  I  stood  up  as  resolutely 
as  Herbert  Marsh  himself  could  do  for  the  rights  and 
duties  of  the  church,  I  desired  nothing  more  than  it 
was  her  indisputable  duty  to  exact,  and  her  undoubted 
right  to  require.  I  liad  carefuUy  (as  I  thought)  guard- 
ed  against  giving  oflfence,  by  making  the  distinction  be- 
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tween  day  schools  and  boarding  scliools.  High  and 
low  church  are  no  more  to  me  than  Whig  or  Tory,  or  the 
Shanavests  and  Garavats  of  the  wild  Irish  ;  and  if  there 
be  any  persons  who  can  be  offended  at  such  an  opinion 
80  expressed,  and  on  such  a  plea^  why  I  am  sorrj  for 
them.  The  passage  occurs  just  where  I  hâve  beai 
repeating  the  arguments  of  others^  to  show  that  the 
parents  cannot  give  religions  instruction  ;  and  adding 
others  of  my  own  to  show  that  it  is  not  the  business  of 
the  clergyman,  but  (for  the  children  of  the  lower  class- 
es^ that  it  must  be  the  business  of  the  schoolmaster. 

"  The  cry  which  will  be  raised  against  the  book  is 
that  of  intolérance  and  illiberality^  and  that  you  will  see. 
But  I  hâve  ail  my  life  long  been  careless  what  accusa- 
tions might  be  brought  against  me  for  speaking  as  I 
thought  right,  It  will  be  too  late  to  remedy  the  error, 
if  error  it  be,  which  I  trust  it  is  not. 

'^  The  subséquent  sheets  will  hâve  been  struck  off, 
and  if  the  leaf  were  to  be  cancelled  it  would  be  neces- 
sary  to  supply  precisely  the  same  quantity  of  matter  as 
that  which  should  be  expunged.  How  difficult  thîs  is, 
it  must  be  needless  to  remark.  Besides,  I  should 
rather  incur  the  disapprobation  of  such  persons  as  are 
capable  ofdisapproving  the  expressionof  such  anopinion, 
than  be  suspected  of  agreeing  with  them.  My  own 
opinions  bear  so  strongly  towards  what  it  is  the  fashion 
to  call  intolérance,  that  it  especially  behoves  me  to  take 
care  that  there  be  no  shadow  of  a  reasonable  charge  on 
this  head. 

^'  God  bless  you,  my  dear  Sir, 

"  Yours  very  truly,  with  unfeigned  respect, 

''R.  Southey/' 
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The  foUowing  is  the  passage  in  question  : — 

''  They  wlio  cry  ont  agaînst  a  principle  of  exclusion, 
represent  it  as  the  wish  of  those  who  contend  for  the 
establishment  of  National  Schools,  to  introduce  a  com- 
pulsorj  régulation  requiring  the  children  to  go  to  church. 
But  such  a  régulation  is  neither  necessary  nor  wise. 
The  children  should  be  ailowed  to  accompanj  the  mas- 
ter  to  church,  not  required  to  do  it  ;  and  this  not  merely 
for  the  sake  of  the  orthodox  dissenters,  (to  whom,  how- 
ever,  it  ought  to  be  aUowed,)  but  because  it  is  better 
that  they  should  go  with  their  parents  than  with  their 
Bchoolfellows  and  their  master.  In  the  one  case  ex* 
ample  is  as  Ukely  to  be  mischievous,  as  it  is  sure  to  be 
bénéficiai  in  the  other.  Every  one  will  understand 
this  who  recoUects  with  what  différent  feeUngs  the 
church  service  impressed  him,  when  he  attended  in  hîs 
own  parish  church  by  his  mother's  side,  and  when  he 
went  among  a  drove  of  schoolboys.*' 

It  appears  from  the  first  report  of  the  National  So- 
ciety, that  institutions  were  now  springing  up  in  ail 
directions  ;  and  it  consequently  became  necessary  that 
emissaries  should  be  sent  ont  firom  the  central  school  for 
the  purpose  of  assisting  in  their  organization.  The 
first  person  employed  by  the  society  for  this  purpose 
was  Mr  Grever,  the  master  already  mentioned,  who 
had  formerly  been  a  sergeant-major  in  the  £ast  India 
Gompany's  service,  and  having  become  acquainted  with 
Mr  Davis,  was  by  him  induced  to  enter  the  service  of 
the  National  Society,  and  accordingly  attended  Gower's 
Walk  school  for  the  purpose  of  being  initiated  into  the 
Madras  System.     His  first  mission  was  to  Newport,  in 
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the  Isle  of  Wight,  at  the  request  of  the  Rererend  Mr 
Geary,  where  he  gave  great  satisfaction. 

"  I  hâve  great  pleasure,"  writes  that  gentleman  to  the 
secretarj  of  the  National  Society,  in  March  1812,  "in 
reporting  the  flourishing  and  promising  state  in  whichMr 
Grever  left  our  schools,  of  whose  great  zeal  and  assidu- 
ity  in  the  cause  I  cannot  say  too  much,  as  he  merits  our 
warmest  thanks,  and  it  was  with  much  regret  we 
parted  with  him.  Our  schools  in  Newport  are  receiving 
almost  a  daily  increase.  We  hâve  172  boys,  and  109 
girls  in  a  separate  schooL  A  school  has  been  esta- 
blished  at  Yarmouth,  and  another  at  Gad's  Hill,  and 
we  hope  to  bave  another  very  speedily  at  Arreaton." 

From  this  time  Grever  continued  to  perform  very 
essential  services  to  the  National  Society  in  différent 
parts  of  the  country,  returning  during  the  intervals  to 
the  central  schooL  Shortly  after  his  retum  from  the 
Isle  of  Wight,  he  went  to  Derby  to  organize  the 
national  school  there,  of  the  accomplishment  of  which 
the  committee  reported  most  favourably  on  his  de- 
parture.  He  also  performed  the  same  office  for  many 
other  institutions  ;  but  préviens  to  giving  an  account 
of  thèse,  we  must  follow  Dr  Bell's  footsteps  during  the 
présent  year. 

From  the  time  of  the  institution  of  the  National  So- 
ciety, until  the  second  week  in  July,  Dr  Bell  spent  most 
of  his  time  in  London.  He  seems  for  some  time  to 
bave  contemplated  taking  a  joumey  for  the  purpose  of 
visiting  and  inspecting  schools,  but  was  somewhat  un- 
decided  as  to  his  route.  Ultimately,  however,  at  the 
pressing  instance  of  General  Dirom,  he  proceeded  to 
Liverpool  on  a  visit  to  him.    "  Hère,"  he  writes  to  Mr 
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Johnson,  ''  I  find  some  of  the  most  delightftil  instruc- 
tors  and  instructresses  I  hâve  ever  met  with  ;  ail  of 
them  much  to  learn,  but  ail  of  them  most  désirons  to 
learn,  and  most  apt  in  learning.  Hère,  too,  I  am  with 
an  old  firiend,  who  saw  the  new  System  in  its  infancy 
at  Madras  ;  and  it  is  most  remarkable  that  he  should 
be  in  command  of  this  district,  and  corresponding  with 
the  commander-in-chief  on  the  subject  of  the  Madras 
schools.  There  are  fow  events  in  history  more  extra- 
ordinary  than  such  occurrences.  While  I  delight  in 
what  I  am  doing,  and  can  do,  hère,  my  heart  pants 
after  Baldwin's  Gardons  ;  but  when  I  reflect  in  whose 
hands  it  is,  I  rest  satisfied  that  ail  goes  well.  Let  me 
hear  by  James,  if  not  before.  Deyise  about  managing 
your  masters,  and  ail  will  be  weU.*' 

On  the  18th  of  July  he  went  to  Chester,  and  took 
up  his  quarters  at  Dr  Currie's.  Hère  the  school  did 
not  promise  well.  "  The  schoolmaster,"  he  writes,  "had 
not  done  (me  thing  as  it  ought  to  be  done.  But  the 
members  of  the  committee  studied,  formed  themselves 
into  classes,  and  will  do  the  work  for  him,  which  he  was 
not  likely  to  do  for  himself." 

Meantime  he  received  a  letter  of  invitation  from 
Lord  Kenyon,  dated  July  9,  but  which,  owing  to  some 
mischance,  did  not  reach  him  till  the  17 th. 

^'  My  dear  Sir, 

'^  As  I  trust  I  am  not  likely  to  be  forced  to  leave 
this  place  again  for  London,  which  nothing  can  efFect 
hardly  but  the  répétition  of  the  hateful  Roman  Catholic 
question,  I  will  hope  to  hear  soon,  when  I  may  expect 
die  gratification  of  seeing  you  hère.  I  will  hold  myself 
quite  at  your  service  to  promote  the  object  nearestyour 
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patriotic  heart,  and  very  dear  to  my  own,  to  promote 
the  gênerai  éducation  of  this  nation^  as  £sbr  as  my  influ- 
ence extends,  in  true  principles,  by  means   of  your 
admirable  System  ;  and  trust  I  may  be  able  to  render 
much  service^  through  your  médium  and  especial  assist- 
ance^ while  you  can  faveur  me  with  your  society  here^ 
to  that  most  charitable  object,    I  trust  your  health  and 
spirits  will  be  thoroughly  renovated  by  your  summer 
excursion^  and  that  we  shall  ail  meet  in  good  health 
and  spirits^  in  the  wînter^  in  the  great  centre  of  action, 
London  ;  but  what  I  long  for  first,  is  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  you  hère,  and  making  your  présence,  I  trust, 
materially  forward  the  great   cause.      For  the  good 
which  you  enabled  me  to  begin  hereabouts,  as  well  as 
for  the  great  national  good  for  which  we  hare  such 
cause  to  feel  indebted  to  you,  beUeve  me  to  be,  dear 
sir,  your  much  obliged  and  faithM  servant, 

*^  Kenton. 
"  My  school,  I  think,  feels  the  want  of  me;  but 
I  trust  the  beauty  of  the  System  is  still  very  visible  in 
it." 

^^  I  hasten  to  say,"  writes  Dr  Bell,  in  reply  to  this 
letter,  *'  that  I  go  this  moming  to  Chester,  where  I  mean 
to  remain  only  a  few  days,  and  where  I  shall  be  happy 
to  receive  your  lordship's  commands,  and  shall  hold 
myself  in  readiness  to  attend  your  summons,  either 
now,  or  when  I  shall  return  fîrom  Bishop- Auckland, 
where  I  must  be  in  September.  Your  school,  perhaps, 
would  not  show  so  well  in  your  eyes  after  the  speci- 
mens  in  London,  though  I  know  well  that  it  could  not 
be  expected  to  flourish  during  the  temporary  night  to 
which  it  was  subjected,  as  in  the  preceding  day." 
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Lord  Kenyon^  Btill  pressing  him  eamestly  not  to 
postpone  his  vîsit  to  September,  and  having  also  ex- 
pressed  a  wîsh  that  Dr  Ourrîe,  (with  whom  Dr  Bell 
was  then  staying^}  or  any  of  hîs  family,  would  accom- 
pany  him,  he  proceeded  with  Mr  W.  Currie  to  Gre- 
dington  on  the  22d.  Tkis  being  his  first  visit^  Lord 
Kenyon^  being  désirons  to  mark  the  coming  of  a  per- 
8on  of  whom  he  had  so  high  an  opinion^  gave  orders  to 
his  butler  to  présent  every  man-servant  and  labourer  in 
his  employment  with  a  guinea.  On  the  list  being 
given  in  to  him,  Mr  Lloyd  (his  butler)  saîd — ^*  My 
lord,  I  am  afiraid  I  hâve  produced  too  long  a  list." 
To  whîch  he  replied — '*  Oh  no  !  you  cannot  do  so  on 
Buch  an  occasion,  when  the  great  and  good  Dr  Bell 
makes  his  first  visit  to  Gredington." 

Hère  Dr  Bell  remained  about  a  week,  being  busily 
engaged  ail  the  time  in  visiting  the  principal  schools 
within  reach,  induding  Shrewsbury,  and  in  attending 
Lord  Kenyon's  school  at  Penley,  of  which  he  said,  in 
a  letter  to  Mr  Johnson,  that  '^  there,  under  a  noble 
master,  he  had  already  seen  the  best  spécimen  of  arith- 
metic  he  had  yet  seen,  and  ail  else  seemed  to  corre* 
spond/'  And  again,  afiter  retuming  to  Chester,  he 
writes  to  Mr  Johnson  —  '^  The  labours  of  Lord 
Kenyon,  with  his  schools  at  Overton,  EUesmere,  Whit- 
church,  and  with  that  of  Shrewsbury,  as  well  as  his 
own  school  at  Penley,  exceed  belief.  He  is  at  once 
the  most  indefatigable  and  the  ablest  of  the  labourers 
in  this  vineyard,  and  the  fruits  of  his  labour  are  most 
distinguished.  Even  during  my  attendance  on  his 
lordship,  I  saw  the  rapid  growth,  under  his  zealous 
and  unwearied  culture,  of  his  young  plants.  Oh,  that 
we  could  infuse  such  a  spirit  and  such  skill  into  our 
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professional  masters  ! E^ery  school^  and 

every  place  within  his  reach^  enjoj  the  benefit  of  fais 
Personal  guperintendence  and  of  his  pnrse."  .  •  • 
In  the  same  letter  he  also  speaks  of  his  own  proceedings 
since  he  left  London  —  ^'  During  the  first  three  weds 
of  my  joumeying,  I  visited  nearly  as  many  schools,  in- 
cluding  the  multitude  of  institutions  at  LiyerpooL  In 
some  of  them  I  took  such  measures  as,  I  beUeve^  will 
suffice  to  plant  the  System  ;  in  others^  to  correct  what 
was  amiss  ;  in  all^  to  forward  the  grand  object  which 
the   National   Society  has   in  contemplation.      It  is 

curions  to  remark  the  différence  between  *s 

school^  who  had  enjoyed  good  opportnnities^  and  tfaat 
of  the  sergeant  schoohnaster^  who  had  scarcely  any 
other  guide  than  his  instructions.     On  a  second  visit 
to  the  school  of  North  Lincoln^  I  am  still  more  de- 
lighted  than  with  the  former.     The  drill-master  had 
neglected  none  of  my  instructions.     Military  discipline 
has  a  grand  charm.     The  child  of  an  offîcer^  distin- 
guishing  himself  in  the  ranks  of  the  school^  was  a 
gratifying  sight."     ....      '^  To-morrow  moming 
(3d  August)  I  go  to  Warrington,  thence  to  Manches- 
ter, then  to  Preston,  where  I  pick  up  Dr  Briggs,  and 
take  him  with  me  to  visit  the  schools  at  Kendal,  whence 
I  proceed  to  my  headquarters  of  repose  and  study,  at 
Grasmere.     One  day  only  hâve  I  had  rest  since  my 
departure  from  London."     The  only  further  informa- 
tion we  hâve  conceming  his  tour,  is  contaîned  in  a 
letter  to  Lord  Kenyon  written  after  his  arrivai  at  Gras- 
mere, wherein  he  says — "  At  Warrington  I  found  the 
military  school  admirable — ^the  sergeant  educated  at  the 
Royal  Military  Academy.  One  proof  will  suffice.  Eight- 
een  scholars  of  the  town  (as  many  as  the  room  would 


L1F£  OF  DR  BELU  419 

liold  wîth  the  regimental  scholars}  attended  this  school 
of  the  army.  Observe  civil  children  going  to  a  ndlUary 
Bchool  in  préférence  to  ail  the  numerous  Bchools  of  the 
place.  Ât  Manchester  nothing  was  actually  done^  wait- 
ing  for  two  noble  school-houses  in  a  superior  style  to 
what  your  lordship  and  I  would  require.  I  did  ail  I 
could  to  induce  them  to  begin  a  preparatory  school  next 
day  ;  and  they  promised  that  they  would  next  week. 
This  was  ail  I  expected  when  I  proposed  next  day^ 
knowing,  if  I  said  next  week,  they  would  hâve  said 
month. 

^'  I  hâve  left  no  room  or  time  for  the  captivating 
beauties  of  LlangoUen^  with  which  I  was  enchanted, 

^*  I  went  to  church  at  Grasford  without  a  sermon  in 
my  pocket^  and  without  the  most  distant  idea  of  preach* 
ing.  A  lady^  the  daughter  of  Dr  Gurrie^  the  fair  and 
beautiful  Mrs  Williams^  met  me  at  the  church  door^ 
presented  me  with  a  sermon,  and  desired  that  I  would 
preach  it  ;  and  preach  it  I  did,  for  who  would  remise 
aoy  thing  to  such  a  lady  ?  From  church  I  was  carried 
to  Miss  Hamond,  and  transported  with  her  voie  (Gras- 
ford) in  the  midst  of  picturesque  hills,  completely  Welsh 
scenery,  opening  between  two  promontories  into  £ng- 
land,  which  meets  the  valley  at  its  mouth,  and  présents 
a  beautiful  champaign  country  to  Ghester/' 

On  lus  first  arrivai  at  Grasmere  he  remained  a  short 
time  at  Mr  Wordsworth's,  and  then  removed  into  lodg* 
îngs  close  by  the  rectory,  where  Mr  Wordsworth  was 
then  residing,  as  it  was  his  intention  to  remain  there 
some  time. 

'^  On  my  arrivai  at  this  sweet  and  peaceful  vale,"  he 
writes  to  Lord  Kenyon,  ^' where  I  hâve  enjoyed  a  re-* 
pose  from  action,  though  not  from  study,  I  should  hâve 
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made  such  acknowledgments  to  yonr  lordship  as  I  never 
had  occasion  to  make  before.  While  I  wasin  jour  own 
school  at  Penley,  or  at  your  other  four  schools^  I  felt  a 
^elight  in  ail  I  did,  which  I  do  not  always  feel  to  the 
same  degree.  I  felt  that  not  a  word  was  uttered,  or 
not  a  thing  done^  but  told  ;  that  there  was^  at  least^ 
une  person  présent  who  felt  as  I  did^  and^  as  I  flattered 
myself^  thought  as  I  did  ;  and  would  do  as  I  did,  if  I 
did  right.  But,  as  if  this  were  not  gratification  enough 
to  niy  heart  and  soûl,  I  must  forsooth  be  foUowed  by 
acknowledgmentS;  as  if  I  had  conferred,  not  receiyed^ 
obligations — as  if  I  liad  been  doing  my  Lord  Kenyon's 
work  for  him,  and  not  my  Lord  Kenyon  doing  my  work 
for  me.  Indeed,  my  lord,  I  begin  to  grow  jeaJous  of 
your  lordship,  as  well  I  may,  and  not  without  full  and 
sufficient  grounds,  which  I  am  ready  to  produce  in  any 
court  :  I  apprehend  you  mean  to  take  my  trade  firom 
me,  and  set  aside,  as  well  you  may,  if  you  go  on  as  you 
are  going  on,  both  Mr  Lancaster  and  Dr  Bell.  " 

One  object  which  he  had  in  view,  in  seeking  the  re- 
tirement  of  Grasmere,  was,  that  he  might  hâve  leisure 
to  proceed  with  a  new  édition  of  the  Madras  School  of 
1808,  on  which  he  was  then  engaged.  The  original  re^ 
port  of  1797  he  had  re-published  durîng  his  stay  in 
London,  with  a  long  dedication  to  the  Duke  of  York, 
which  he  had  sent  to  my  father  for  his  corrections,  who 
said  in  retuming  it — *'  After  thrice  reading  the  dedica- 
tion, not  with  as  much  will  to  find  fault  in  it  as  an 
Edinburgh  Reviewer  feels  when  he  takes  up  a  book  of 
yours  or  of  mine,  but  with  as  much  attention  to  discover 
any,  the  altérations  I  can  suggest  are  few  and  trifling." 
He  had  also  requested  the  assistance  of  Miss  Wordsworth 
(Mr  Wordsworth's  sister)  in  the  correction  of  the  Ma- 
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dras  School,  more  especially  as  regarded  the  language^ 
for  he  always  distrusted  hîs  own  powers  în  this  re- 
spect. She  accordingly  spent  much  time  and  labour  in 
remodelling  the  work  for  him,  and,  indeed,  entirely  re- 
wrote  it,  much  to  his  apparent  satisfaction  at  the  time  ; 
subsequently,  however,  he  threw  this  manuscript  aside^ 
and  published  it  nearly  as  he  had  originally  composed 
it,  under  the  title  of  *'  Eléments  of  Tuition,  Part  II. 
The  English  School/' 

He  was  also  at  this  time  proceeding  with  the  ^*  Lu- 
dusLiterarius/'  or  the  '^Classical  and  Grammar  School/' 
which  he  intended  to  publish  immediatelj  after  the 
*'  English  School;"  so  that  he  appears  to  hâve  been 
fiJly  employed. 

Meanwhile  he  was  continually  receiving  the  most  gra- 
tifying  reports  of  scholastic  opérations  in  various  parts^ 
and  especially  from  Lord  Kenyon,  who  was  now,  and 
continued  till  his  death,  his  most  fréquent  correspon- 
dent. *'  I  hâve  just  given  orders/'  his  lordship  writes, 
"  for  building  one,  if  not  two,  new  school-rooms  at  the 
iarther  end  of  this  parish.  I  met  about  ten  or  twelve 
fanners  about  it  yesterday,  who  seemed  highly  pleased, 
and  ail  who  had  children  promised  to  send  them;  so 
that  I  hope  for  a  school  bigger  than  the  Penley  one. 
But  still,  as  that  will  be  my  first-bom,  I  hope  to  keep  it 
at  no  lower  crédit  than  it  has  been." 

Early  in  September  Lord  Kenyon  writes  to  him  re- 
gpecting  the  Ohester  schools,  which  were  proceeding 
favourably;  he  also  told  him  that  he  expected,  in  a 
day  or  two,  to  begin  ''  his  second  private  school," 
which  was  to  be  capable  of  holding  one  hundred  chil- 
dren ;  and  that,  if  he  could  find  numbers  sufficient,  he 
would  '*  build  another  by  it  for  one  hundred  more  ;  " 
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and  he  adds — "Mr  Burton  writes  of  Davis^  ^he  is  a 
tnily  valuable  man^  and  I  think  will  become  better 
known,  and  his  ezample  followed  in  many  places/ 
1,100  boys  on  the  lists  of  the  Central  school  a  fortnight 
back,  and  317  girls— at  least  2,200  children  in  White- 
chapel,  above  seven  years  old^  are  receiving  no  éduca- 
tion/' 

Mr  Gurrie  aiso  writes  to  him  of  the  schools  at  Ches- 
ter,  from  which  account  it  appears  tbat  they  were  not 
progressing  so  well  as  could  be  wished,  owing  to  the 
master  being  prejudiced  against  the  System. 
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CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

Dr  BeU  beoamee  acqaainted  with  Mr  Bamford — ^Goes  to  Keswick  and  Rose 
Castle^  and  retiims  to  London  through  Shropshire — Familj  Madras 
School— The  Central  School— Extracts  from  Bamford's  Notes— Diffusion 
of  the  System. 

Dr  Bell  rem^ned  at  Grasmere  until  the  end  of  Sep- 
tember^  where  he^  a  few  days  previous  to  his  departure^ 
^writes  thus  to  Mr  Johnson — "Now  for  the  sweet  and 
peaceful  vale  which  I  am  doomed  to  take  leave  of  on  Mon- 
day  or  Tuesdaj.  I  hâve  stajed  four  days  longer  than 
I  could  spare  conveniently^  to  attend  the  school  with  the 
new  curate^  who  arrived  on  Tuesday  moming.  Bam- 
ford had  relinquished  it  some  days  before.  I  immedi- 
ately  collected  ail  the  children,  and  set  to  work.  The 
ladies  (of  Mr  Wordsworth's  family)  attended  me,  and 
we  hâve  corne  on  to  my  mind.  We  like  the  young 
man,  but  on  the  first  evening  ail  friends  attacked  me  to 
know  whether  the  curate  was  willing  to  follow  the  Sys- 
tem, and  were  surprised  when  I  told  them  that  I  never 
afiked,  and  did  not  know  ;  that  during  my  short  stay  I 
had  no  time  for  such  questions  ;  that  I  could  only  do 
my  part,  and  leave  him  to  his.  Contrary  to  rule  I  dined 
at  Rydal  Hall,  and  solicited  Lady  Fleming  in  behalf  of 
the  schools  ;  saying  I  had  a  strong  daim  on  them,  ha- 
ving  deprived  them  of  two  masters  whom  they  liked. 
The  ladies  there,  and  ail  others,  désire  to  be  remem- 
bered  to  you/* 
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The  young  rnan  Bamford/  hère  mentioned  as  having 
had  charge  of  the  school  previous  to  the  new  curate's 
arriyal^  had  at  this  tîme  fallen  under  Dr  Bell's  especial 
notice^  and  subsequently  became  of  much  importance 
in  the  dissémination  of  the  System. 

Of  his  introduction  to  Dr  Bell,  we  find  the  following 
account,  written  some  time  after  by  himself  : — 

"  In  the  spring,  (about  the  end  of  May  or  beginmng 
of  June  1812,}  Mr  Johnson's  situation  as  curate  and 
schoolmaster  of  Gra^mere  not  having  been  fiUed,  I  was 
sent,  being  the  head  boy  of  the  grammar-school  at 
Ambleside,  by  the  master,  to  take  charge,  at  the  request 
of  the  trustées,  of  the  school  at  Grasmere  tîll  M r  J/s 
successor  should  be  appointed.  Having  been  also  the 
dass-fellow  of  Hartley  Coleridge,  who  was  chiefly  under 
the  friendly  care  of  Mr  Wordsworth  the  poet,  then 
residing  in  Grasmere,  and  whose  little  boy  (Mr  W/s 
second  son}  was  under  my  charge,  I  was  frequently  at 
the  house  of  Mr  Wordsworth.  The  school  at  Gras- 
mere is  situated  at  the  north  corner  of  the  church- 
yard.  It  is  a  very  low,  dark,  and  poor  building,  though 
it  had  been  honoured  by  the  children  of  the  great- 
est  poet,  and  was  still  attended  by  the  children  of 
many  an  honest  and  wealthy  Westmoreland  yeoman. 
There  was  a  long  flat  table,  a  few  forms,  and  a  chak 
at  one  end  for  the  master.  I  was  sitting  one  day,  read- 
ing  Baptista  Mantuarius,  while  a  little  brat  was  squeak- 
ing  his  letters  before  me,  when  an  elderly,  venerable- 


*  Mr  Bamford  was  the  great  grandson  of  the  Rev.  Robert  Walker,  many 
years  curate  of  Seathwaite  in  Cumberland,  of  whose  remarkable  li&  Mr 
Wordsworth  has  given  a  most  interesting  account  in  the  notes  to  his  poems 
t)n  the  river  Duddon  ;  and  of  whom  Mr  Bamford  himself  published  a 
notice  in  the  Christian  Remembrancer  in  1819. 
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looking  gentleman  entered  the  school^  and^  after  a  few 
preliminary  questions,  entered  înto  a  new  and  interest- 
ing  field  of  scholastic  information.  I  confess  I  was 
much  pleased  with  bis  attention  and  condescension.  I 
had  foUowed  the  common  routine  of  other  country 
schools.  The  children  came  up  generally  individually 
four  times  in  the  day,  and  managed,  some  way  or 
other,  to  get  through  as  many  lessons.  But  no  sooner 
had  this  gentleman  questioned  me  as  to  a  division 
of  time,  method  of  teaching,  and  perfect  instruc- 
tion, than  I  at  once  felt  my  defîciency,  and  expressed 
my  désire  to  learn,  and  my  gratitude  for  what  he 
imparted.  That  same  evening  I  spent  at  Mr  Words- 
worth's  with  the  old  gentleman,  who  I  then  leamed  was 
the  celebrated  Dr  Bell,  of  whom  I,  of  course,  had  heard, 
but  knew  nothing  of  him  or  bis  pursuits.  In  the  course 
of  the  evening  he  paid  a  good  deal  of  attention,  and 
addressed  bis  discourse  frequently,  to  me,  and  at  length 
put  into  my  hands  bis  Instructions  for  Conducting 
Schools.  The  composition  of  parts  was  such  as  to 
captivate  me.  Having  a  warm  imagination,  and  bav- 
ing  read  little  except  school-books  and  novels,  I  was 
charmed  with  the  antithetical  style  of  the  disquisitions, 
and  felt  an  undefîned  propensity  to  read,  admire,  and 
repeat  from  memory  varions  passages.  Of  the  System 
itself  I  could  form  no  opinion.  It  was  sufficient  that  I 
was  taken  with  those  detached  portions,  which  seemed 
to  find  a  congeniality  in  my  own  breast.  As  the  doctor 
lodged  at  the  bouse  nearest  to  the  school,  I  saw  him 
frequently  ;  and  he  also  condescended  to  read  to  me 
the  manuscripts  he  was  then  writing. 

''  I  was  at  that  period  in  my  seventeentb  year,  and 
free  from  ail  kind  of  prepossessions,  except  an  extrême 
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love  of  nature^  and  an  ardent  and  buming  désire  to  see  ' 
London.     I  had  heard  and  read  so  mnch  of  the  metro- 
polis^  and  I  felt  so  anxious  to  begîn  the  world,  thatany 
opening  would  hâve  then  been  seized  with  the  greatest 
readîness. 

*'  In  Augttst  or  September^  Mr  Wordsworth  men-- 
tioned  to  me^  that  if  I  was  désirons  of  leaving  home^  Dr 
Bell  could  provide  the  opportunity  ;  but  that^  at  first, 
I  must  not  look  for  more  than  a  bare  subsistence  :  ail 
else  must  dépend  upon  myself.  Dr  Bell  would  pro- 
mise nothing.  The  prospect  of  going  to  London  was 
enough.  It  was  determined.  I  never  enquired  what 
situation^  income^  &c.^  I  was  to  hâve  ;  nor^  in  fact,  gaye 
myself  any  concem  about  thèse  things.  Dr  B.  wrote 
to  the  Society,  and  gave  me  a  letter  to  my  former  mas- 
ter  and  friend,  the  Rev.  W.  Johnson,  assistant-super- 
intendent  of  the  central  school."     .     •     .     • 

Speaking  of  his  first  introduction  to  Mr  Johnson, 
Bamford  says  —  ^^When  the  Rev.  Mr  Gracket  re- 
signed  the  school  and  chapel  at  Ambleside,  the  trustées 
engaged  Mr  Johnson,  then  curate  and  schoolmaster  at 
Grasmere,  to  perform  the  duty  till  a  successor  was 
be  appointed.  I  was  then  one  of  the  head  boys  in  the 
school,  and  received  many  kind  attentions  irom  Mr  J^ 
who  was  in  gênerai  much  beloved  by  the  boyB.  They 
were  exceedingly  anxious  that  Mr  J.  should  obtain  the 
school  ;  but  the  trustées  appointed  the  Rev.  Mr  Dawes, 
a  good  classical  scholar,  who  also  obtained  the  chapelry. 
Mr  Dawes  brought  his  private  pupils  to  the  grammar 
school  ;  but  in  a  year  he  gave  up  the  school,  retaining 
the  church,  which  had  never  before  been  separated,  and 
which  he  got  by  being  appointed  to  the  school,  and 
resumed  his  own  private  academy.     I  resided  with 
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him  at  his  express  désire;  and  I  was  the  only  one 
belonging  of  old  to  the  grammar  school  who  accom- 
panied  him.  Hartley  and  Derwent  Coleridge  were 
my  classfellows  ;  the  former  was  superîor  to  me  in 
Greek*  and  in  composition.  In  Latin  I  felt  superior 
to  him,  as  well  as  in  figures,  &c. 

''  Hartley  was  very  irregular  in  his  time  of  attending 
school.  He  used  to  run  in  about  ten  o'dock,  with  his 
hat  on  his  head,  chewing  a  slate  pencil  in  his  mouth, 
^  Where  hâve  you  been  ?'  Hartley,  laughing,  *  I  really 
don't  know.'  *  You  are  a  strange  fellow,  Hartley,  to 
go  on  in  this  way.  6et  me  forty  or  sizty  lines  of 
Homer  in  such  a  book.'  *  Shail  I  say  them  now, 
sir?'" 

Bamford  at  once  proceeded  to  London,  where  he  was 
charged  with  the  superintendence  of  the  registers  of 
the  central  school,  in  which  situation,  according  to  his 
own  testimony,  he  met  with  much  kindness  firom  Mr 
Johnson.  We  must  now,  however,  leave  him  for  the 
présent,  and  retum  to  Dr  Bell,  whom  we  left  on  the 
point  of  quitting  Grasmere  for  Keswick. 

While  there,  he  had  written  to  the  Bishop  of  Gar- 
lisle,  (Goodenough,)  with  whom  he  had  probably  be- 
come  acquainted  through  their  mutual  connexion  with 
the  National  Society,  proposing  to  pay  him  a  yisit  in 
passing.  '^  Had  I  known,**  writes  the  Bishop  in  reply, 
^^  that  you  were  so  near  to  me  as  Keswick,  I  should  hâve 
anticipated  your  writing  to  me,  by  being  beforehand 
with  you  in  begging  you  to  come  on  to  Rose  Gastle. 
Pray  do  me  that  faveur,  and  stay  with  me  while  it  can 
be  made  convenient  to  your  plans.  I  can  promise  you, 
first,  ail  due  welcome  ;  next,  fireedom  without  interrup* 
*  Hartley  Coleridge  commenoed  leaming  Greek  before  Latin. . 
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tion,  ease^  and  retirement.  I  shall  also  be  proud  to 
show  you  our  central  school  at  Carlisle;  where,  by  the 
help  of  a  master  from  the  Barrington  school^  we  are 
educating  a  hundred  and  forty  boys  and  eighty  girls. 
Their  progrcss  has  exceeded  my  most  sanguine  expec- 
tations  ;  and  I  trust,  under  the  blessing  of  God,  the 
next  génération  hère  will  show  a  sensé  of  religion  and 
sober  demeanour  lately  unknown  in  Carhsle.  We  can 
yisit  the  school  from  my  house  as  often  as  you  wish  to 
do  it  ;  and  it  will  be  highly  gratîfying  to  me  to  receîve 
your  ^eugé^  to  our  endeavours.  We  are  not  going  from 
home^  (our  dinner  hour  îs  five,)  and  shall  be  happj  to 
see  you  as  soon  as  you  can  maJce  it  convenient.  We 
are  nine  miles  from  Wigton,  at  which  place  any  of  the 
inns  (I  use  Irving's)  wiU  direct  you  on  to  Rose  Casde. 

'^  I  am  assured  that^  since  our  school  has  been  esta- 
blished,  the  Lancasterian  school  in  this  place  (Carlisle} 
has  gone  back/as  they  say,  very  much." 

At  Keswick  he  remained  about  a  week^  spending 
his  time  at  my  father's,  where  he  had  become  a  Êivou- 
rite  with  ail  âges.  In  referring  to  this  visit  in  a  letter 
written  to  Dr  Bell  some  weeks  after^  my  father  says  of 
my  sisters — '^  The  twins  (my  eldest  sister  and  my  cou- 
sin. Miss  Goleridge)  pricked  up  their  ears  just  now 
when  I  mentioned  your  name,  and  asked  what  they 
had  to  say.  Their  eyes  sparkled,  as  they  both  at 
once  cried  out,  '  Tell  him  to  come  again.'  Ëven  ICate 
says,  ^  Dr  Bell  gone,  must  come  again/  ** 

From  Keswick  he  went,  on  the  7th  October,  to  Rose 
Gastle,  where  he  remained  till  the  12th,  when  he  left 
for  Gilsland  ;  hère  he  took  up  his  quarters  for  a  week, 
and  then  proceeded  by  Haltwhistle  to  Durham,  where 
he  arrived  on  the  22d.     He  continuod  at  Durham  tiB 
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the  end  of  the  month^  dividîng  his  time  between  the 
duties  of  th6  hospital  and  the  neighbouring  schools. 

Every  where  Lord  Kenyon's  letters  folio wed  him, 
wrîtten  in  the  most  firiendly  strain.  ^^  If  you  will  pre- 
scribe  to  me/'  writes  his  lordship  to  him  at  Durham, 
**how  many  letters  I  must  send  you  for  one,  I  will  entitle 
myself  to  hear  from  you  as  ofben  as  convenient  to  you  ; 
but  if  I  do  not^  and  if  any  thing  occurs  which  I  think 
lîkely  to  be  interestiug  to  you,  or  if  I  want  instruction 
from  you,  which  will  happen  now  and  then,  I  don't  pro- 
mise but  you  may  hâve  more  letters  than  you  choose 
to  claim." 

On  the  27th  he  was  again  on  the  move  for  London, 
where  he  expected  to  arrive  in  about  a  fortnight  ;  and, 
passing  through  York  and  Derby,  reached  Coleorton 
Hall,  the  seat  of  Sir  George  Beaumont,  who  was  a 
stanch  promoter  of  the  new  System,  where  he  had 
been  invited  to  pass  a  few  days  the  first  week  in  No- 
vember.  While  hère,  a  letter  from  Mr  Marriot  reached 
him,  urging  him  much  to  visit  Cotesbatch,  near  Lut- 
terworth,  (Mr  Marriot's  native  place,)  where  he  tells 
him  he  wiU  '*  find  several  parishes  rendered  compara- 
tively  a  heaven  upon  earth  by  teaching."  But  whether 
he  accomplished  this  visit  or  not  does  not  appear. 

He  also  received,  at  this  time,  a  pressing  invitation 
to  Ludlow,  from  Captain  Ferguson.  "  The  aggregate 
urisdom  of  Shropshirej''  writes  that  gentleman,  "  is 
found  unequal  to  the  task  of  organizing  a  small  school 
npon  your  plan, 

'*  Recorder,  corporation,  &c.  &c.,  are,  therefore, 
anxiously  désirons  of  seeing  you  hère,  as  soon  as  you 
can  possibly  make  it  convenient 

"  Upon  submitting  my  letter  for  approval,"  he  adds, 
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^'  I  am  desired  to  repeat,  that  Lord  Powîs  and  the  cor- 
poration of  Ludlow,  having'  determined  to  establish  a 
school  upon  jour  principle,  are  most  desirons  of  seeing 
you  at  Ludlow/' 

This  invitation  he  acoepted;  and  leaving  Sir  George 
Beaumont  on  the  16th^  proceeded  to  Dr  Ontram's  at 
Birmingham^  where  he  probably  remained  about  a 
week,  as  he  did  not  reach  Ludlow  till  the  24th  No- 
vember.  "  Every  where,"  he  writea  to  my  Êither  after 
his  arrivai,  ''  I  hâve  been  gratified  beyond  measore 
with  the  zeal  which  I  hâve  witnessed  in  the  good  cause. 
It  would  require  a  quire  of  paper  to  enter  into  détails. 
Your  friends  at  Coleorton  Hall  are  second  to  none  in 
zeal,  activity,  and  personal  exertions."  Hère  he 
received  several  letters  firom  Lord  Kenyon,  urging 
him  to  pay  another  visit  to  Gredington.  In  writing  to 
express  his  inability  to  accept  the  invitation,  he  says — 
^^  It  is  utterly  impossible  for  me  to  express  the  conti- 
nually  increasing  sensé  which  I  bave  of  your  lordship's 
goodness  and  condescension,  nor  how  deligbted  I  should 
be  to  accept  Lady  Kenyon's  and  your  gracions  invita- 
tion, and  to  carry  on,  under  your  auspices  and  with 
your  aid,  the  important  work  which  I  bave  in  hand. 
In  it  will  be  seen  how  impossible  it  was  for  me,  with- 
out  fiill  powers,  and  before  any  body  of  your  lordship's 
mind,  and  station,  and  character  understood  the  Sys- 
tem in  its  détails  and  minutiœ,  and  gave  it  entire  coun- 
tenance,  faveur,  and  support,  I  could  exhibit  the 
machine  as  it  really  is.  But  time,  alas,  cannot  be 
arrested  I  And  the  Eléments  of  Tuitian^  Part  II.,  or 
Engîish  School,  bave  imposed  on  me  the  severe  task  of 
not  losing  in  travelling  a  single  day  more  than  has 
been  abeady  lost  by  me  till  it  is  completed." 
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For  the  same  reason^  he  séems  to  bave  been  unwill- 
ing  to  quit  Ludlow  until  he  had  finished  what  he  had 
then  m  hand.  Indeed^  the  amount  of  time  and  of 
labour  that  he  now  and  afterwards  spent  upon  bis 
publications^  seems  extraordinary^  considering  their  size^ 
and  the  small  quantitj^  comparativelj  speaking^  of  new 
matter  that  the  latter  ones  contained.  In  later  life^ 
this  anxiety  about  correcting  and  re-correcting  became^ 
as  will  be  seen^  almost  a  disease.  Night  after  night  he 
would  BÎt  up,  or,  what  was  worse,  make  others  sit 
up^  to  Write  out  again  what  he  had  rendered  ahnost 
illegible  by  bis  corrections^  and  this  process  would 
be  again  and  again  repeated.  His  anxiety  to  forward 
what  he  considered  the  one  object  of  paramount  im- 
portance^ was  even  now  beginning  to  render  him 
too  careless  how  hard  others  were  worked  in  this 
service.  This,  though  not  exactly  selfishness^  was  near 
àkin  to  it  ;  and  it  seems  to  be  the  natural  tondency  of 
applying  the  mind  exdusively  to  one  objecta  that 
the  relative  importance  of  others  should  be  forgotten, 
and  that  the  individual  should  appear  to  live  for  that^ 
and  that  only.  How  remarkably  this  ultimately  became 
the  case  with  Dr  Bell,  will  be  seen  as  we  proceed« 

From  Ludlow  he  wrîtes  to  Mr  Johnson,  in  référ- 
ence to  the  postponement  of  his  visit  to  London — 
*'  Anxious  as  I  am  to  see  you  and  your  school,  I  am 
preduded  from  quitting  my  présent  occupations.  I 
still  find  so  much  to  do,  to  be  ready  for  the  press, 
which  I  must  dispateh  hère,  that  I  am  detained  as 
much  with  my  own  concerns,  if  I  may  so  style  my 
English  School,  as  the  concerns  of  others,  if  I  may  so 
speak  of  the  schools  around  me. 

^  Do  you  hear  any  thing  of  Mr  Russell  and  the 
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Charter-house  ?  I  know  that  if  I  reach  town  premar- 
turely,  I  cannot  expect  for  one  year  longer  to  redeem 
the  pledge,  which  I  am  determined^  if  possible,  to 
redeem^  and  as  early  as  possible." 

'^  Had  you  told  me,"  writes  Mr  Johnston  in  reply, 
"  when  you  left  London,  that  you  would  be  six 
months  absent,  I  should  hâve  been  almost  tempted  to 
despair.  But  having  been  always  kept  in  a  kind  of 
suspense,  I  hâve  by  degrees  become  reconciled  to  my 
forlorn  condition.  Let  me  not,  how^ever,  complain  ;  for 
I  am  sure  that  your  time  has  been  spent  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage,  and  your  présence  has  already  told  where 
you  hâve  been."  In  answer  to  Dr  Bell's  enquiry 
regarding  the  Charter-house,  he  told  him  that  Dr 
Russell  had  been  frequently  at  the  Central  school,  and 
that  considérable  progress  had  been  made  in  intro- 
ducing  the  System  into  the  Gharter-house. 

Meantime,  the  Madras  System  had  been  tried,  on  a 
small  scale,  among  the  higher  classes,  and  its  utilily  in 
private  as  well  as  in  public  éducation  had  been  satis- 
factorily  shown.  Mr  Marriot,  in  a  letter  to  Dr  Bell 
of  the  12th  of  November,  says — ^'  I  also  delight  peculi- 
arly  to  tell  you  that  Mr  Frère  has  begun  his  family 
school  in  Brunswick  Square,  at  which  my  eldest  and 
Park*s  youngest  son  attend.  George  got  a  ticket  of  at- 
tention the  first  day  of  his  attendance,  (the  second  he 
gained  three,)  and  is  as  eager  to  go  to  school  as  he 
ever  was  for  a  new  plaything.  Selina  is  about  to  esta- 
blish  a  second  in  this  house,  for  the  benefit  of  ail  whom 
it  may  concem  in  this  square  ;  and  Lord  Radstock  is  bo 
pleased  with  the  plan,  that  he  will  indisputably  cany  it 
on  to  the  west.  What  has  been  donc  was  mentioned  yes- 
terday  in  the  gênerai  committee  with  great  applause.  A 
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most  charming  monitor  boy  cornes  from  the  Central 
school  to  act  as  master." 

Mr  Johnson  also  writes  to  Dr  Bell  on  the  same  sub- 
ject  shortly  afterwards — **  Perhaps  I  am  not  the  first 
to  inform  you,  that  after  the  Madras  System  has  taken 
deep  root  downwards,  it  has  sprung  up,  and  introduced 
itself  înto  the  higher  walks  of  life.  I  had,  about  a  week 
ago,  great  pleasure  in  laying  before  the  school  com- 
mittee  the  request  of  a  party  of  lacHes  to  hare  a  teacher 
from  amongst  our  boys,  to  teach  theîr  children  ;  which 
was  receîved  with  as  much  delîght  by  the  committee 
as  it  waa  important,  and  of  course  the  request  was 
granted.  You  know  the  names  of  Marriot,  Park,  Frère, 
Hobhoase,  Bichardson,  and  Morris.  Then,  thèse  ail 
hâve  children  now  benefiting  by  the  Madras  System  of 
éducation.  I  think  it  is  as  pleasing  a  sight  as  I  hâve 
often  seen,  to  see  the  anxiety  of  thèse  children  to  excel 
each  other.  It  is  only  exceeded  by  the  over-anxîety 
of  the  superintending  mothers*  The  wish  of  ail  parties 
is  to  hâve  thîs  little  Madras  school  in  fiill  order,  to 
compliment  the  vénérable  parent  on  his  arrivai  in 
town/' 

As  they  advanced^this  scheme  seems  tohave  succeeded 
equally  well,  to  which  Mrs  Marriot  thus  bears  testi- 
mony  in  the  middle  of  the  next  month — ''  I  wish  you 
could  hâve  seen  your  little  friend  George  at  the  head  of 
his  dass  this  morning  :  never  was  child  half  so  pleaâed 
and  delighted.  You  bave  no  idea  what  your  System  is 
domg  for  my  boy  ;  and  it  is  weU  if,  after  ail,  I  am  not 
terribly  jealous  of  you,  for  doing  for  him  in  a  month 
what  /had  been  endeavouring  to  effect  for  three  years 
without  success."  After  this  time,  however,  we  do  not 
find  this  experiment  again  alluded  to. 

VOL.  II.  2  B 
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Dr  Bell  was  now  much  urged  by  Mr  ïtnd  Mrs 
Marrîot  to  meet  them  at  Oxford,  whither  they  were 
then  going,  which  he  was  ultimately  persuaded  tx>  do  ; 
and  accordingly,  having  remained  a  month  at  Ludlow, 
proceeded  to  Oxford  on  the  24th  of  December.  Lord 
Kenyon,  in  a  letter  of  the  17th  of  December,  wrîtes 
în  référence  to  this  visit,  which  was  then  in  contempla- 
tion —  ^'  If  a  word  may  be  said  for  the  ignorance  of 
érudition  at  Oxford,  (if  you  are  not  determined,  be- 
cause  it  has  steadily  resisted  Lancasterianism  and  îs 
anxious  to  imbibe  Hght  from  the  East,  to  give  it  up,) 
let  me  request  for  my  Âlma  Mater,  notwithstanding 
ail  her  demerits,  which  her  leaming,  her  gênerai  sound 
principles,  and  her  loyalty,  may  extenuate,  at  least  to 
an  ancient  British  mountaineer,  that  she  may  hâve  to 
boast  of  a  well-conducted  Madras  school.  You  shoidd 
help  to  illuminate  one  of  the  eyes  of  Britain.  Sir  F. 
Burdett  has  been  there  first,  so  it  the  more  becomes 
you  to  bestir  yourself." 

Of  what  was  done  there  in  the  scholastic  line  we 
hâve  hardly  any  account:  it  would  seem,  however, 
that  something  must  hâve  been  accompUshed,  by  a 
letter  from  Judge-  Park  to  Mr  Marriot,  written  at 
this  time  —  "  Your  account,"  he  says,  "  of  Dr  BeU's 
success  at  Oxford,  and  of  the  advancement  of  his 
grand  scheme,  is  highly  interesting  to  me.  I  really 
think  that  his  plan,  if  rightly  conducted,  is  one  of  the 
most  stupendous  engines  that  ever  has  been  wielded, 
since  the  days  of  our  Saviour  and  his  apostles,  for  the 
advancement  of  God's  true  religion  upon  earth.  It 
never  has  been  my  opinion  that  Dr  Bell  is  infected 
with  vanity  ;  but  there  never  was  a  man,  who,  from 
seeing  his  plans  taking  a  wide  and  deep  root  in  the 
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earth^  has  had  more  just  cause  to  be  vain  than  our 
excellent  frîend,  I  am  not  snre  that  this  is  not  the 
commencement^  bj  his  means^  of  that  glorious  era^ 
when  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord  shall  corer  the  earth, 
as  the  waters  cover  the  seas." 

On  the  3l8t  of  December  he  left  Oxford  on  a  visit 
to  some  friends  at  Bourton  on  the  Water,  Gloucester- 
shire^  where  he  had  been  pressed  to  go  as  early  as  the 
previous  May.  There  he  remained  until  the  17th  of 
January^  when  he  went  to  London^  where  he  had  been 
80  long  expected.  He  had  travelled  about  1100  miles 
since  July,  and  was  as  désirons  himself  to  reach  Lon- 
don  as  his  friends  were  to  see  him  there. 

On  the  9th  of  Januaiy  Mr  Marriot  had  written 
to  urge  his  coming  —  "  Dr  Carey,"  he  said,  "  told  me 
yesterday  he  was  impatient  to  see  you^  and  quite  an 
enthnsiast  about  you  and  the  System.  Some  of  the  com- 
mittee  are  anxious  also^  I  find^  on  the  same  account,  as 
Selina  expresses  in  her  letter  to  you,  for  your  retum  to 
the  Gentrâl  school.  There  the  grand  work  on  foot  lives 
or  dies,  and  you  know  it/' 

We  must  now  retum  to  the  prooeedings  at  the 
Central  school,  the  ohief  information  conceming  which, 
at  this  time,  is  contained  in  the  letters  which  passed 
between  Dr  Bell  and  Mr  Johnson  during  the  period 
that  the  former  was  engaged  in  travelling. 

Early  in  this  year  (1812)  Dr  Bell  appears  to  hâve 
had  the  formation  of  some  new  elementaiy  books  for 
gpelling,  ftc,  in  contemplation;  and  at  the  committee 
meeting  held  on  the  24th  of  January,  it  was  reeolved, 

^'  That  Dr  Bell  be  requested,  with  the  assistance  of 
snch  other  person  or  persons  as  he  may  think  proper, 
to  révise  the  existing  elementary  books,  and  to  report 
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to  this  commîttee  whether  any,  or  what,  împrovements 
can  be  made  in  such  elementary  books,  to  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  National  Central  School,  and  other 
schools^  when  approved  by  the  gênerai  commîttee." 
And  they  also  observed,  ''  That  in  ail  the  lists  of  books 
which  had  corne  under  their  view,  it  appeared  that 
some  improvements  might  be  made^  either  by  omissions 
of  unnecessary  répétitions,  or  by  an  altération  in  their 
order  and  gradation." 

It  does  not  appear  what  progress  was  made  in  this 
matter  during  the  winter  and  spring  ;  but  it  seems  to 
hâve  been  ultimately  arranged  that  the  wishes  of  the 
committee  should  be  carried  into  effect  chiefly  by  Mr 
Johnson  and  Mr  Davis,  vrith  such  assistance  as  they 
could  reçoive  by  correspondence  with  Dr  Bell.  In 
référence  to  one  of  thèse  books  on  which  M r  Johnson 
had  been  engaged,  he  thus  writes  to  Dr  Bell  in  July — 
^'  The  monosyllabic  reading-book  remains  nearly  in  the 
same  state  in  which  you  left  it,  and  I  shall  not  be  able 
to  send  you  a  proof-sheet  till  more  are  struck  off.  Our 
dear  good  friend  Mr  Davis  bas  come  home  again,  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  we  shall  now  do  something.  He  came  to 
town  this  morning  on  purpose  to  see  me,  and  to  make 
some  arrangement  about  forwarding  your  wishes  respect- 
îng  books,  &c.  He  stopped  with  us  nearly  two  hours. 
He  examined  and  was  much  pleased  with  our  schooL 
I  then  went  with  him  to  Rivington's,  and  I  can  now 
assure  you  that  it  will  be  forwarded  with  ail  speed, 
and,  with  Mr  Davis's  assistance,  I  trust,  to  your  mind. 
But  pray  let  me  bave  no  more  to  do  about  books,  for, 
if  you  belîeve  me,  I  bave  really  more  to  do  than  I  can 
possibly  do,  as  it  ought  to  be  done  ;  and  I  wish  I  could 
say  I  had  any  effectuai  assistance.    The  Central  school 
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is  now  a  weîghty,  it  is  a  miglity  concem,  but  it  is  ako 
a  glorious  one^  and  I  hope  it  ^ill  do  well  ;  indeed^  it  is 
doing  so.  But  if  you  wish  it^  we  shall  set  to  work,  and 
do  our  best  in  forwarding  the  polysyllabic  speliing-book. 
It  ought  to  be  done.  The  reading-book  is  long  since 
out  of  our  handsy  and  we  conceive  ourselves  no  longer 
responsible  for  its  delay," 

Thèse  books  were  shortly  after  ready  for  publication. 
^'  I  am  desired/'  writes  Mr  Wabnesley  to  Dr  Bell,  "  by 
the  school  committee,  to  acquaint  you  that — ^in  consé- 
quence of  directions  which  they  hâve  received  from  the 
gênerai  committee,  to  submit  to  the  public  a  set  of  ele- 
mentary  books,  and  other  articles,  to  be  used  at  the 
first  institution  of  schools  on  the  Madras  System — ^they 
hâve  prepared  the  enclosed  advertisement,'' 

"  As  to  the  books,"  Dr  Bell  writes  shortly  in  reply — 
^*  I  do  not,  for  the  présent,  think  of  imposing  any  new 
burden  upon  you;  but  the  difficulties  and  blunders 
which  every  where  occiu*,  and  which,  with  common 
masters,  are  inconceivable,  render  the  leaf-books,  the 
monosyllabic  spelling-book,  and  the  polysyllabic  spell* 
ing-book,  indispensable.  With  thèse  I  shall  rest  con- 
tented  till  we  meet,  and  perhaps  long  after  our  meeting. 
It  wUl  not  be  easy  for  the  stupid  schoolmaster  to  mis- 
take  his  instructions  with  thèse  books  in  his  hands." 

We  next  come  to  the  subject  of  training  masters, 
which  wàs,  in  fact,  one  of  the  grand  objects  of  the 
Central  schooL  At  this  time  they  retained  at  least 
ten  persons  in  their  pay  who  were  qualified  to  a^sist 
when  required  in  the  organization  of  other  schools  ;  and 
to  prevent  difficulties  as  to  the  rémunération  which 
thèse  were  to  reçoive,  a  régulation  was  adopted  that 
none  of  the  society's  masters,  engaged  in  the  service 
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of  any  local  society  or  school,  should  aooept  more  than 
a  guinea  and  a  half  per  week  for  his  expenses,  or  any 
gratuity  without  the  spécial  permission  of  the  school 
committee. 

Subordinate  to  the  training  masters^  an  indefinite 
number  of  probationers  were  admitted,  upon  prodocing 
approved  testimonials^  wbo  were  gratuitously  instructed 
in  the  System^  and  received  into  the  pay  of  the  society^ 
as  yacancies  oceurred,  upon  being  reported  compétent 
by  Mr  Johnson.  A  third  dass  under  this  department 
consisted  of  masters  and  mistresses  sent  firom  the  coun* 
try^  to  be  qualified  to  condnct  schools  to  which  they 
had  been  respectively  appointed. 

In  the  early  stages  of  the  institution  this  was  one  of 
the  most  troublesome  branches  of  it.  The  persons 
sent  were^  for  the  most  part^  taken  from  other  occupa- 
tions^ wholly  ignorant  of  the  System^  and  probably  pre- 
judiced  against  it^  from  having  been  educated  under  so 
différent  a  one  ;  while  those  who  had  been  accustomed 
to  tuition^  had  much  to  unleam  as  well  as  to  acquire. 
In  one  of  Mr  Marriot's  letters  to  Dr  Bell,  he  says — 
*'  We  came  to  a  resolution,  on  account  of  Grover's  re- 
porting  that  the  masters  and  mistresses  were,  in  many 
instances,  unable  to  write,  and  in  some  even  to  read, 
that  either  a  certificate  of  their  having  thèse  qualifica- 
tions must  be  required,  or  an  examination  by  us  take 
place  before  they  are  admitted  to  be  traihed;  and, 
when  found  incompétent,  that  they  be  sent  to  an  adult 
school  first/* 

In  other  ways  the  Central  school  seems  to  hâve  gone 
on  satisfactorily.  '^  We  should  ail  be  glad  to  see  you 
again  in  town,"  writes  Mr  Johnson  to  Dr  Bell  in  July 
1812  ;  ^'  but  do  not  take  any  thought  about  us  and  our 
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little  folks  80  as  to  render  yourself  uneasy,  for  ail  goes 
on  remarkably  welL  If  I  had  been  writing  to  any 
other  person  but  yourself,  I  should  bave  said  tbings 
could  not  possibly  be  betten  However,  we  cannot  yet 
boast  of  complète  perfection^  but  are  making  every 
effort  to  attain  to  it/' 

*'  Seldom,  my  dear  friend,**  writes  Dr  Bell  in  reply, 
^^  bave  I  met  with  sucb  a  cordial  to  my  anxious  mind 
as  your  letter.  If  I  entertained  any  apprebensions  of 
your  being  overwbelmed  by  the  multitude  of  masters^ 
Cnot  of  scbolars,)  tbese  appréhensions  are  done  away. 
The  spirit  in  which  it  is  written  deligbts  me,  as  it  does 
my  Lord  Eenyon,  with  whom  I  am. 

"  If  I  had  not  meant  to  visit  Graismere,  your  letter 
would  bave  led  me  tbither.  That  scène  will  now  bave 
an  interest  in  my  eyes  which  it  bas  not  to  others.  If  i 
can  be  of  any  consolation  to  your  weeping  parishioners 
to  tell  them  how  much  more  profitably  for  mankind 
you  are  employed  where  you  are,  than  it  was  possible 
for  you  to  be  with  them,  or  elsewhere,  they  shall  not 
want  for  consolation/' 

Mr  Johnson's  reports  of  the  progress  of  the  school 
at  tbis  time  gave  Dr  Bell  great  satis&ction,  and  many 
letters  passed  between  them  concerning  the  détails  of 
tbe  System,  which  it  would  be  out  of  place  bere  to  enter 
upon.  One  of  Dr  Bell's  letters  while  at  Gredington,  in 
July  1812,  had  contained  an  account  of  Lord  Kenyon's 
scbools  ;  and,  in  bis  reply  to  it,  Mr  Johnson  remarks 
— '^  Every  Une  that  I  reçoive  from  your  pen  inspires  me 
with  new  life  and  vigour.  How  great,  then,  must  be  the 
support  and  encouragement  you  will  roadily  judge, 
that  I  dérive  from  your  copions  and  instructive  letters. 
Especially  your  last  bas  been  most  salutary  to   my 
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doubtiDg,  jet  anxious  mind.  The  delightM  account 
that  it  contaîned,  I  trusta  has  had  the  desired  effect. 
It  operated  bs  a  stimulas  Mdth  us;  and  at  once  we 
determined,  if  possible^  to  equal,  if  not  to  exceed.  Lord 
Eenyon  in  his  perfonnances.  We  hâve  certainly  done 
something  ;  but  I  am  afraid  our  little  is  not  yet  to  be 
compared  with  the  flattering  accounts  you  give  of  his 
lordship's  schools.     But  believe  that  we  are  doing  our 

best After  admitting  610  boys^  ^besides 

those  we  had  in  the  preparatory  school,)  the  admission 
book  was  closed  last  Friday.  It  was  r^illy  affecting  to 
see  the  solicitude  and  disappointment  of  the  parents 
that  could  not  hâve  their  sons  admitted^  and  we  are  re» 
ceivîng  appUcations  every  day.  There  are  more  than 
one  hundred  and  fifty  vacancies  yet  in  the  girls'  school.*' 
On  the  15th  of  September  Mr  Johnson  again  writes 
— **  In  my  last  I  was  so  much  hurried  that  I  forgot  to 
tell  you  what  a  kind  letter  I  had  received  from  the 
Bishop  of  Hereford.  About  six  weeks  ago  Mr  Peploe, 
a  particular  and  most  intimate  friend  of  the  bishop% 
called  to  see  our  school^  and^  not  knowing  who  he  was^ 
we  showed  him  every  thing  as  well  as  we  were  able. 
And  it  appears  from  his  lordship's  letter  that  he  had 
been  particularly  pleased  with  our  kindness^  and  every 
thing  that  he  had  seen  ;  so  much  so^  that  he  had  been 
induced  to  engage  a  master  at  his  own  expense,  and  to 
send  him  up  to  be  instructed  with  us.  This  is  one  in- 
stance, among  many  others,  that  has  come  to  our  eais 
again  of  our  having  given  satisfaction  to  visitors,  and  of 
their  having  been  pleased  and  delighted  with  the  schooL 
I  only  mention  thèse  things,  in  order  that  your  mind  may 
rest  assured  that  nothing  is  left  undone  that  we  possibly 
can  do  to  recommend  your  admirable  System.    Dr  and 
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Mrs  Carey,  wîth  another  lady,  hâve  been  hère  to-day  for 
some  time,  and  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  say  that 
thèse  worthy  people  were  highly  delighted.  Indeed^  I 
must  say  that  I  myself  am  astonished  at  the  progress  of 
the  higher  classes  in  order  and  perfection.  I  do  not 
think  we  get  fast  over  the  ground  ;  but  what  is  done  is 
done  so  effectually  and  perfectly,  that  I  think  it  will  bear 
the  strictest  examination^  and  happiness  is  depicted  in 
the  countenance  of  every  child.** 

Lord  Kenyon  also  reports  favourably  of  the  Central 
school^  which  he  visited  after  hîs  arrivai  in  town  in 
August,  and  spoke  most  highly  of  Mr  Johnson's  super- 
intendence. 

Meantime  a  '*  Ladies'  Committee"  had  been  appoint- 
ed  to  superintend  the  girls*  Central  school,  Mr  Davis 
having  represented  to  Lord  Kenyon,  that  the  mistress 
stood  in  need  of  "  the  countenance  and  support  of  some 
ladies  to  assist  her  in  arranging  plans  for  work/*  &c. 
Accordingly  his  lordshîp  proposed,  at  a  gênerai  meet- 
ing, that  a  committee  of  ladies  should  be  appointed, 
which  was  readily  agreed  to.  This  measure  met  with 
Dr  Belles  full  approbation,  which  he  expressed  to  Lord 
Kenyon,  who  in  reply  says — "I  do  heartily  concur 
with  you  in  rejoicing  at  the  ladies'  school  committee 
being  formed,  and  take  some  little  crédit  to  myself 
at  having  moved  and  carried  it  at  the  last  gênerai 
committee.  I  most  fully  expect  that  they  will  make 
the  girls*  school  a  most  delightful  sight,  and  know  ex- 
perimentally,  by  the  want  of  such  aid  at  my  girls*  school, 
the  immense  value  of  such  assistance,  or  I  should  per- 
haps  say,  of  such  a  création  as  it  will  afford  to  the  girls' 
school  ;  and  I  hope,  too,  that  the  ladies  themselves  will 
be  inoculated  with  the  system>  and  if  it  engages  their 
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hearts^  as  it  must  do  when  not  engrossed  by  auy  other 
paltry  considérations,  perhaps  thej  may  talk  about  it." 

The  report  of  the  meeting  at  which  this  resolution 
was  passed,  runs  thus  : — 

^^  The  committee  bave  further  to  report,  that  they 
conceiye  much  advantage  to  resuit  from  the  gênerai 
admission  of  visitors,  whose  names  are  set  down  in  a 
book  kept  for  that  purpose,  both  as  showing  the  inter- 
est  with  which  the  school  is  regarded,  and  becanse  the 
degree  of  perfection  which,  under  the  unwearied  care 
of  Dr  Bell  and  bis  assistant,  the  school  exemplifies^ 
must  tend  to  assist  others  in  founding  and  conducting 
such  schools  in  their  respective  neighbourhoods.  In  the 
mean  time  it  was  suggested,  that  a  committee  of  ladies 
would  be  useful  in  regulating  and  inë^cting  the  em* 
ployment  and  work  of  the  girls  ;  and  the  following  reso- 
lutions were,  for  that  purpose,  offered  to  the  gênerai 
committee,  and  afterwards  approved  of  by  them  : — 

'^  First,  that  a  committee  of  ladies  be  formed  for  the 
purpose  of  inspecting  the  girls'  school. 

^^  2dly,  That  such  committee  consist  of  the  ladies  of 
members  of  the  gênerai  committee  of  the  national  So- 
ciety, who  are  disposed  to  undertake  the  duty,  assisted 
by  ladies  to  be  appointed  by  the  school  committee. 

"  3dly,  That  such  ladies  be  appointed  annually  at  the 
meeting  of  the  school  committee  next  preceding  the 
25th  of  March,  and  ail  vacancies  be  filled  up  from  time 
to  time  as  they  arise. 

"4thly,  That  three  ladies  be  appointed  monthly 
visitors  in  rotation  for  each  month;  and,  in  order  to 
render  the  arrangement  convenient,  each  lady  shall  be 
requested  to  set  down  those  months  in  the  year  du* 
ring  which  she  can  attend. 
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^'  Cthly,  That  the  gênerai  duty  of  the  committee  of 
ladîes  be  to  repair  to  the  school  on  uncertain  dajs  and 
hours^  and  to  note^  in  a  journal  to  be  kept  for  that  pur- 
pose,  whatever  they  observe  worthy  of  censure,  or  of 
particular  praise,  or  of  wants  to  be  supplied;  which 
journal  shall  be  laid  before  the  school  committee  at 
each  of  their  meetings. 

^'  6thly,  That  it  be  the  spécial  duty  of  the  monthly 
visitors  to  attend  the  weekly  examination  of  the  girls,  in 
order  to  watch  over  their  progress  in  learning  and  reU- 
gious  instruction,  to  inspect  their  work,  and  to  see  their 
rewards  duly  distributed  ;  such  weekly  examination  to 
take  place  every  Friday,  or  such  other  day  in  the  week 
as  shall  hereafter  seem  most  désirable." 

We  must  no^  retum  to  Dr  Bell,  whom  we  left  on 
the  point  of  reaching  London  after  his  long  scholastic 
tour.  This  was  in  January  1815,  and  he  remained  in 
and  about  London  until  the  foUowing  June,  busily  en- 
gaged,  for  the  most  part,  in  preparing  his  new  publi- 
cations, and  in  superintending  the  Central  and  other 
schools.  The  information,  however,  which  we  hâve  of 
thèse  proceedings  is  very  scanty  and  imperfect. 

Among  other  things,  it  appears  that  he  had  inter- 
views with  Dr  Russell  on  the  introduction  of  the  Madras 
System  into  the  Charter-house,  where  it  was  soon  in  fiiU, 
and,  as  appears  from  the  following  extract  of  a  letter  ta 
Professer  Hill  in  May,  in  successful  opération  —  "  The 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,*'  he  writes,  "  entertained  me 
for  an  hour  with  eulogiums  on  the  effects  produced  in 
the  Charter-house  school  by  the  Madras  System  ;  and 
his  grâce  yields  imphcitly  to  ail  my  arguments,  which  he 
fonnerly  controverted,  on  this  subject."  That  he  also  had 
attended  the  Family  Madras  school,  which  bas  already 
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been  mentioned,  appears  from  a  letter  he  wrote  at  thîs 
time  to  Mrs  Frère  and  Mrs  Richardson^  (two  of  the 
ladies  who  had  established  it,)  in  reply  to  one  receired 
from  them.  ^*  I  am  much  gratified,"  he  writes,  "  by 
the  letter  with  which  I  am  this  moment  honoured^  and 
beg  to  be  allowed  to  express  my  humble  acknowledg- 
ments.  You  hâve  delighted  me  much  with  the  expres- 
sion of  the  affection  of  my  children^  which^  I  assure 
you^  is  mutual.  I  regard  them  with  great  complaoency^ 
not  only  because  they  seem  to  me  peculiarly  interest* 
ing,  but  because  they  are,  as  it  were,  the  first  fruits  of 
the  Madras  System  of  éducation  in  the  higher  order  of 
Society,  and  as  the  oflfepring  of  parents  who  appear  to 
me  to  discover  superior  discernment  in  bestowing  a 
new  boon  on  their  children,  and  who  seem  to  me  to 
descrve  well  of  mankind  by  the  example  which  they 
hâve  set,  with  so  much  zeal,  industry,  and  exertion, 
not  only  to  those  around  them  who  avail  themselves  of 
their  pious  offices,  but  to  ail  who  shall  hereafter  ^as  I 
believe  millions  will  do)  follow  their  précèdent.  Ac- 
cept  for  them  and  for  myself  my  best  tlianks,  and  the 
considération  with  which  I  bave  the  honour  to  be, 
ladies,  your  most  faithful  servant." 

During  this  visit  to  London  he  paid  much  attention 
to  young  Bamford,  whom  he  seems  to  hâve  had  con- 
stantly  with  him,  and  to  bave  employed  much  as  an 
amanuensis.  Of  this  period  Bamford  made  copions 
notes,  some  extracts  from  which  will  not,  I  trust,  be 
thought  unintoresting  in  this  place,  affording,  as  they 
do,  almost  the  only  due  we  hâve  to  Dr  Bell's  habits 
and  proceedings  at  this  particular  period. 

"  When  Dr  Bell  came  up  to  town,'*  Bamford  writes, 
'^  he  took  particular  notice  of  me,  and  immediately 
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withdrew  me  from  the  Central  school,  and  occupîed 
me  for  some  months  in  copying  his  M  S  S.,  and  giving 
my  observations  and  opinion  of  his  productions.  I  used 
to  be  with  him  about  six  or  seven  in  tho  morning,  and 
with  little  interruption  continued  till  night.  Sometimes, 
when  he  was  at  home^  I  stayed  till  eleven  o'clock  ;  but 
when  he  dined  out,  which  happened  frequently,  I  return- 
ed  to  my  lodgings,  and  my  own  pursuits  in  reading,  &c. 

"  At  that  time  he  was  busily  engaged  in  preparing  his 
Eléments  of  Tuition,  Part  II.,  and  LudiLS  Literarius. 
He  sat  up  late,  and  rose  very  early.  About  noon  he 
▼isited  schools,  which  he  continued  tîll  near  three  or 
four,  when  he  slept  till  five  or  six;  and  then,  when 
invited,  went  out  to  dine 

*'  In  his  treatment  of  me,  he  exercised  that  mixture  of 
severity  and  apparent  good-will,  which,  however  at 
times  unpleasant  to  my  feelings,  had  so  much  influenco 
over  me,  that  I  adhered  to  him  most  exclusively  ;  and, 
as  he  impressed  upon  me,  looked  upon  ail  others  who 
spoke  kindly  to  me,  or  wished  me  to  seek  some  relax- 
ation, as  insidious  enemies.  He  professed  to  hâve  no 
other  object  in  view  but  my  good;  and  by  openîng 
mysteriously  to  me  the  power  of  future  patronage,  with 
the  necessity  of  impUcit  reliance,  I  was  encouraged  to 
expect  a  reward  pro^ortionate  to  any  exertions  I  should 
make,  however  laborious  or  supererogatory.  To  him,. 
therefore,  I  devoted  myself.  He  found  me  docile, 
tractable,  affectionate,  and  without  guile  or  suspicion. 
He  wished  to  train  me  up  in  that  exclusive  attachment 
to  him  and  his  pursuits,  which  rendered  me  a  useful 
and  necessary  instrument  for  his  présent  purposes,  and 
which  would  prépare  me  for  any  future  opérations.  He 
therefore  exacted  of  me  the  prostration  of  the  intellect. 
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the  affections^  and  the  actions.  AU  were  to  be  at  his 
disposai.  Private  views,  and  opinions,  and  firiends, 
were  to  be  discarded  ;  and^  with  a  pure  admiration  and 
dependence,  lyielded  myself  solely  and  wholly  to  his  wiU. 
Severe  and  hard  to  endure  was  his  course  of  discipline. 
He  soon  found  that,  with  the  more  gentle  qualities  of 
my  nature,  there  were  also  united  a  warmth  and  impetu- 
osity  of  temper,  with  a  pride  of  spirit,  which  could  be 
with  pleasure  led  by  gentleness,  but  which  was  fretted 
and  wounded  by  harshness.  But  what  could  the  vain 
ebullitions  of  youth  avail  against  the  cool  and  practised 
aims  of  âge  ?  By  raising  expectations  without  directly 
promising — ^by  manifesting  a  parental  care  for  my  wel- 
fare,  by  professing  sincère  regard,  by  holding  up  in- 
ducements  and  future  advancement,  by  candidly  and 
honestly  teUing  me  my  faults,  by  an  air  of  the  strictest 
justice,  by  enforcing  unequivocal  veracity,  and  every 
moral  virtue,  with  a  rigid  industry — ^he  bent  and  warp- 
ed  my  mind  to  such  a  degree,  that  ail  my  power,  and 
thoughts,  and  sentiments,  were  employed  exclusively 
to  please  him,  and  fulfiU  his  directions.  I  viewed  no- 
thing  in  the  world  but  through  the  spéculum  he  pre- 
sented.  Of  himself  he  gave  me  a  picture,  whi^  I 
loved.  He  represented  himself  as  delighted  with  truth 
— a  lover  of  candour — the  patron  of  merit;  and  he 
Bignalized  me  ont  as  his  littleLake  boy,  his  protégée,  nay, 
as  his  son,  whom  he  regarded  and  trained  up  as  his 
own.  This,  notwithstanding  the  many  bitter  m<Hnent3 
of  discipline  which  were  used  to  tiy  me,  could  not  but 
gain  upon  such  a  heart  as  mine,  particularly  so  inex- 
perienced  a  one.  I  remember  I  viewed  with,  I  had 
almost  said  hostility,  every  one  who  spoke  lightly  of 
the  doctor,  and  would  not  suffer  a  word  to  his  dis- 
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paragement.  I  used  sometimes  to  visit  Dr  Pearson^ 
who  had  one  of  the  most  splendid  académies  in  Eng- 
land  for  young  noblemen^  &c.  He  offered  me  a 
situation  in  his  own  establishment^  which  I  declined  ; 
but  when  he  made  some  severe  remarks  on  the  doctor 
and  his  System^  I  desisted  from  visiting  him  ;  and  so 
with  others. 

*'  The  doctor  was  always  extremely  jealous  of  my 
forming  any  acquaintance  or  friendships  ;  and  so  in- 
quisitive  about  those  whom  I  did  visit,  that,  for  my 
own  peace^  I  found  it  better  to  confine  myself  to  him 
entirely 

*'  Things  went  on  bluffly  enough.  He  scolded  at 
crooked  writing,  at  wrong  paragraphs^  at  an  uninteUi- 
gible  mark,  and  such  Uke  minor  imperfections;  and 
triumphantly  displayed  the  mighty  advantages  with 
which  I  was  favoured  in  being  allowed  to  copy  and 
transcribe,  from  little  scraps  of  paper  and  backs 
of  letters,  the  chaotic  eflfusions  of  his  ardent  mind. 
^  This  was  real  training^  far  better  than  being  at  the 
University  ;  and  nobody  knew  where  it  might  end,  or 
what  you  may  come  to,  if  you  give  yourself  up  to  this 
thing.'  He  would  remark,  after  he  tried  my  fideUty — 
'  Now  you  know  ail  my  concerns  :  other  people  re- 
quire  oaths  of  secrecy:  no  man  engages  a  common 
clerk  without  having  security  for  his  &ithfulness  ;  but 
hère  I  allow  you  to  see  my  papers,  and  trust  only  to 
jour  honour.  Though  I  do  not  ask  you  to  swear,  yet 
I  expect  that  you  will  consider  yourself  as  fully  bound 
as  if  you  were  swom  to  secrecy/  With  the  indefinite 
prospects  which  he  held  out  fomhe  futiure,  I  was  satis- 
fied.  He  encouraged  me,  by  showing  me  letters 
wherein  applications  or  situations  were  mentioned  in 
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référence  to  hîmself  or  frîends.  Though,  whenever  he 
found  feult,  I  was  roused  to  relent,  or  to  weep,  yet  I 
preferred  the  easy  kind  of  lifo  I  spent  in  his  room  to 
the  noise  and  disagreeable  vexations  of  tho  schooL" 

Such  was  Bamford's  account  of  Dr  Bell^  and  his 
position  under  him^  at  this  time.  I  shall,  froni  time  to 
time^  hâve  occasion  to  quote  from  his  notes^  when  they 
tend^  as  in  the  présent  case,  to  throw  lîght  upon  inter- 
vais  of  time,  concerning  which  our  information  firom 
other  sources  fails.  In  fkct,  dnring  this  and  other  yisits 
to  London^  we  are  shut  out  from  our  chief  soiirces  of 
information,  owing  to  almost  ail  Dr  Bell's  correspon- 
dents  being  also  in  town. 

His  attendance  at  the  Central  school  at  this  time 
was  constant,  and^  on  the  whole,  he  seems  to  bave 
been  well  pleased  with  its  condition: — '*  We  come 
on  rapidly;"  he  writes  to  Professer  Hill;  "  beyond 
ail  example.  My  daily  colleagues  are  the  Gountes&- 
Dowager  Spencer;  bishops'  wives  and  daughters; 
Sir  John  and  Lady  NichoU  and  daughters  ;  Lord  and 
Lady  Kenyon;  the  daughters  and  grand-daughters 
of  Judge  Blackstone  ;  the  wife  and  daughters  of  the 
Dean  of  Canterbury.  I  am  just  going  with  Sir  John 
Nicholl's  family  to  meet  the  Bishop  of  Durham^  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  &c.  &c.,  at  the 
Free  School,  Westminster.  I  leave  town  in  two  or 
three  weeks  to  go  every  where — such  are  the  urgenc^ 
and  number  of  demands  upon  me." 

The  records  of  the  society  at  this  time  also  show  how 
well  the  Central  school  had  answered  the  expectations 
which  had  been  formed  of  it.  In  the  second  report,  ît  is 
said,  "  The  school  was  opened  June  15, 1812,  consisting 
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then  of  100  boys  ;  other  admissions  took  place  gradu- 
ally,  making  the  whole  amount  710  boys,  and  283  girls, 
by  October  9,  1812,  independently  of  the  100  boys 
brought  from  the  school  in  Holborn.  In  recommend- 
ing  a  clergyman  to  be  the  assistant  superintendent, 
the  school  committee  had  chiefly  in  view  the  necessity 
of  providing  in  the  school  for  the  children's  attendance 
on  the  service  of  the  church  on  Sundays  ;  and  sucli 
persons  as  hâve  been  présent,  and  hâve  witnessed  the 
orderly  and  attentive  behaviour  of  the  children,  will 
hâve  been  convinced  how  materially  this  régulation  bas 
tended  to  promote  the  great  object  of  the  society.  In 
the  Rev.  Mr  Johnson,  an  assistant  bas  been  found, 
who,  in  this  and  other  respects,  bas  rendered  essential 
benefits  to  the  society.  By  him  the  religions  service 
bas  been  duly  administered  ;  and  it  is  owing  to  bis 
exertions,  jointly  with  those  of  Dr  Bell,  that  the  pro- 
gress  in  leaming  bas  been  rapid  and  accurate,  and  that 
every  dîstinguishing  character  of  the  System  bas  been 
fully  exemplified  ;  such  as  the  happiness  and  cheerful- 
ness  of  the  children,  the  delight  they  find  in  their  leam- 
ing, and  the  interest  they  take  in  each  other — ^produc- 
tive, taken  together,  both  of  solid  improvement  and 
good  dispositions.  In  their  reading,  the  mode  of  teach- 
ing  bas  been  found  even  to  correct  habituai  stammer- 
ing  ;  and  the  whole  bas  been  so  oasily  conducted,  as 
not  to  want  any  invention  of  new  punishments,  or 
application  of  the  old,  by  way  of  correction.  A  few 
rewards  skilfiilly  distributed,  and  marks  of  disgrâce 
judiciously  appUed,  are  found  su£Scient  to  keep  the 
machine  in  orden 

'*  They  bave  further  to  report,  that  they  conçoive 
much  advantage  to  resuit  from  the  gênerai  admission 
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of  vîsîtors,  whose  names  are  set  down  in  a  book  kept 
for  that  purpose^  both  as  sbowing  the  intercst  with 
which  the  school  is  regarded,  and  because  the  degreo 
of  perfection  whlch,  under  the  unwearîed  care  of  Dr 
BeU  and  his  assistant^  the  school  exemplifies^  must  tend 
to  assist  others  in  founding  and  conducting  such  schools 
in  their  respective  neighbourhoods/* 

The  manuscript  report  of  the  school  committee  also 
bears  such  hîgh  testimony  to  the  efficacy  of  the  new 
System^  that  an  extract  from  it  hère  wiU  not  be  inap- 
propriate. 

^^  The  pleasure  and  delîght  children  take  in  their 
school^  wherever  the  Madras  System  of  éducation  is 
introduced,  is  a  well-known  and  gratifying  fact.  When 
it  is  recollected  what  are  the  description  and  number 
of  children  admitted  into  the  central  school  since  its 
first  commencement^  it  will  readily  be  allowed  that 
there  bas  been  the  most  extended  and  ample  opportn- 
nity  of  judging  of  its  excellency,  in  the  effects  it  has 
produced  on  the  moral  and  orderly  conduct  of  the 
children,  as  well  as  their  improvement  in  other  re- 
spects ;  and  the  school  committee  are  glad  they  can 
State,  for  the  information  of  the  gênerai  conmiittee, 
that  there  really  does  appear  to  be  in  the  System  an 
inhérent  charm  and  excellency.  ChUdren  who  had 
acquired,  at  their  admission,  the  most  disorderly  habits 
and  ungovernable  conduct,  bave  actually  been  reformed. 
This  is  not  only  visible  in  the  school,  but  it  has  been 
observed  by  the  parents  at  home,  many  of  whom  hâve 
not  been  backward  in  confessing  the  same  with  tears 
of  joy  and  gratitude.  However,  had  this  been  the 
effect  of  coercive  measures,  the  school  committee  would 
not  bave  been  so  ready  in  pointing  it  out  to  gênerai 
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observation  ;  but  as  flagellation  bas  not  once  been  re- 
sorted  to,  tbey  feel  désirons  of  making  it  known,  to 
sbow  that  self-discipline,  as  well  as  self-instruction,  îs 
produced  by  the  new  systom  of  éducation." 

The  difl^sion  of  the  System  throughout  the  country 
was  also  proceedîng  most  rapidly.  The  printed  report 
for  1813,  gives  the  foUowing  list  of  societies  and  schools 
which  had  been  received  in  the  course  of  the  year  into 
union  with  the  National  Society. 


Diocesan  Societies. 

Wandsworthy 

Carllsle, 

Forest  of  Dean — two^ 

Norwich  and  Norfolk, 

Oswestry, 

Bexley,  Kent, 

Liebfield. 

Crayford,  Kent 

Henfield,  Sossez, 

Dîetriet. 

Peckbam,  Surrey, 

Guernsey, 

Tewkcsbury,  Gloucestershîre, 

York,  Eut  RidÎDg, 

Louth,  Lîncolnshire, 

Langburgh,  West, 

Winsbam,  Somerset, 

Leicesterahire, 

Chîswick,  Middlesez, 

Derby, 

Kensington,  ditto^ 

Hanta, 

Great  Coggeshall,  Essez, 

Trowbrldge, 

Mitcham,  Surrey» 

Leeds, 

Oxford  Unîversity  School, 

Manchester. 

Croydon,  Surrey, 

Bengley,  Yorkshîre, 

SekooU. 

Bicbmond,  Surrey, 

Limebouse, 

Tallern  Green,  Flintshire. 

From  this  report,  it  seems  that  the  schools  in  con- 
nexion with  the  Society,  which  in  1812-were  52,  had 
increased  to  230  ;  and  that  the  children  taught  in  them, 
wlych  in  1812  were  8,620,  now  amounted  to  40,484  ; 
and  as  many  other  schools  were  founded  or  re-esta- 
blished,  with  considérable  enlargement,  on  the  same 
plan,  it  was  presmned  that  the  whole  number  of  chil- 
dren taught  might  be  estimated  at  double  that  number 
or  more. 
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CHAPTER  XXXV. 

Ihr  Bell'SyMr  Johnson's,  and  Mr  Bamford's  Scholastic  JourneTS — ^Correspon- 
dence  between  Bishop  Barrington  and  Dr  Bell  respectàng  Sherborn 
Hospital. 

Db  Bell  having  remained  in  London  fi-om  January  to 
the  end  of  June  1813,  went  to  Winchester,  having  ît 
in  contemplation  to  make  a  somewhat  extended  tour  in 
the  west  of  England.  Hère  he  remained  a  few  dajs 
with  the  Rev.  Mr  Lremonger,  and  then  proceeded  by 
way  of  Southampton,  where  Mr  Bamford  then  was,  to 
Ryde,  whence  he  writes  to  Mr  lremonger,  pressing  him 
to  pay  him  a  visit  there,  and  also  thus  reports  of  bis 
scholastic  proceedings  :  —  "  At  Southampton  I  expe- 
rienced  the  same  kind  réception  and  attention  as  else- 
where,  and  hâve  to  celebrate  the  zeal  and  diligence  of 
the  young  ladies — Crewe,  Bowles,  Mackie,  Harrison, 
&c«  &c.  I  demolished  their  democracy,  and  established 
a  monarchical  govemment,  appointing  Grewe  superin- 
tendent  directress.  We  made  couverts.  Ifoundmucbto 
be  doue,  and  derived  great  benefit  £rom  making  a  whole 
class  repeat,  at  one  and  the  same  time,  the  giving  out  of 
the  lesson,  and  saying  it,  &c.  It  immediately  made  tbose 
speak  oiU  (aloud)  who  never  spoke  out  before  ;  and  at 
once  made  that  a  play  and  amusement,  rendering  it  easy, 
which  before  had  been  difficult  and  tiresome;  and 
commanded  attention,  which  was  before  wanting  ;  and 
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prickt  up  the  ears^  and  brightened  up  the  eyes^  and 
did  ail  those  wonders  that  the  new  System  does  when 
in  fiill  feather 

*'  This  moming  I  arrived  at  Cowes,  at  half-past  nîne 
o'clock.  I  found  no  scliool^  and  nothing  to  be  done, 
and  therefore  proceeded  dîrectly  to  Newport,  and^  at 
eleven  o'dock^  accompanied  Mr  Geary  to  the  schooL 
Bad  as  the  school  at  Derby  was^  this  was  still  worse, 
not  a  single  practice^  except  that  a  number  of  boys 
Btood  up  together^  while  ail  the  rest  of  the  school  were 
completely  idle.  And  one  boy  said  the  lesson  to  the 
master,  close  to  him,  in  a  voice  which  not  above  foiur 
of  his  fellows — ail  of  whom  were  inattentive — could 
faear.  Seeing  this,  I  immediately  changed  my  order 
of  proceeding — left  it  for  Bamford  to  new-model  ab 
initio — came  hither,  and  shall  retum  as  soon  as  I  hear 
that  they  are  ready  for  my  inspection  and  further  ser-^ 
vices,  in  which  I  hope  to  hâve  your  assistance.." 

At  Ryde  Dr  Bell  remained  some  time  ;  but  Mr  Ire- 
monger  could  not  avail  himself  of  his  invitation,  owing 
to  other  pressing  engagements.  Dr  Bell  chiefly  divided 
his  time  between  Ryde,  Portsmouth,  and  Newport, 
where  Bamford  was  then  staying.  Mr  Johnson  was 
also,  at  the  same  time,  in  this  part  of  the  country  on  a 
tour.  At  Ryde  the  doctor  foimd  a  most  active  coad- 
jutor  in  Lady  Spenser,  who  took  great  interest  in  the 
school  there,  and  had  several  meetings  on  the  subject 
with  him.  A  few  days  before  his  departure,  be  thus 
wrote  to  Lord  Eenyon  conceming  thèse  matters  : — 

*'  I  Write  only  to  bave  the  satis&ction  of  giving  you 
the  satisfaction  of  seeing  a  proof  of  my  progress  at 
Ryde,  contrary  to'the  expectation  of  Mr  Iremonger, 
and  ail  others.  I  dined  on  Saturday  at  Lord  Spen- 
scr^s,  and  met  there  some  old  Madras  friends — Captain 
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and  Mrs  Page.     I  preached  on  Sunday 

At  Newport  I  found  thîngs  improved  and  improvîng. 
I  was  to  hâve  met  Mr  Johnson  and  some  old  fiiends 
at  Portsmouth  this  moming,  but  am  prevented,  as  you 
see.  I  hâve  sent  entreaties  to  Mr  Johnson  to  corne  to 
this  island^  as  I  hâve  gotten  access  for  him  to  tbe 
House  of  Industry  near  Newport,  which,  as  your 
lordshîp  knows^  îs  for  the  whole  poor  of  the  island. 
The  school  is  not  ill-condncted;  but  with  the  machi- 

Tiery  of 1  wish  to  surprise  as  well  as  improve  them, 

by  a  new  classification^  &c.  &c.^  and  hope  Mr  Johnson 
•will  assist/' 

On  the  I7th  of  July,  Dr  Bell  quitted  Ryde  for  Ports- 
mouth,  having  left  Mr  Bamford  to  assist  Lady  Sponsor 
în  the  schooL  Hère  he  preached  on  the  foUowing 
morning,  (Sunday,)  for  the  benefit  of  the  schools  ;  and 
in  the  aftemoon  at  Portsea,  for  the  same  purpose.  At 
both  places  he  had  overflowing  congrégations^  and 
large  collections  were  made. 

While  at  Portsmouth  he  received  a  letter  of  invita- 
tion from  Dr  Mant,  wherein  he  thus  writes — 

**  SonthamptOD,  17th  July  1813. 

''  Dear  Sir, 

"  When  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  in 
Southampton,  I  did  not  think  that  your  stay  în  and 
about  Portsmouth,  and  other  places,  would  hâve  been 
Bo  long.  Report  says,  that  you  do  not  yet  think  of 
retuming  to  London,  and  we  bave  not  forgotten  that 
you  gave  us  some  hopes  of  seeing  you  hère  again  in 
your  rétrograde  course.  I  cannot  help  hopîng  that 
that  will  be  about  the  time  that  is  fixed  for  our  annual 
sermons  for  the  benefit  of  our  schools — ^viz.  Sunday 
the  8th  of  August.     I  cannot  resist  the  inclination  I 


LIFE  OF  DR  BELL.  455 

feel,  to  offer  you  my  pulpit  on  that  day,  if  you  can 
make  it  convenîent  and  agreeable  to  yourself,  to  give 
us  a  sermon  on  the  occasion.  To  myself  it  would  be 
hîghly  gratifying,  and  I  can  answer  for  it  to  my  pa- 
rishioners  in  gênerai^  as  well  as  to  others  who  fréquent 
my  church  ;  not  to  say  that  I  think  it  would  be  the 
means  of  filling  our  plates  at  the  doors  afterwards,  as 
well  as  my  church/*     .... 

This  invitation  Dr  Bell  .accepted — indeed  his  route 
lay  in  the  direction  of  Southampton.  In  a  letter  to 
the  Bishop  of  Durham,  written  from  the  Isle  of  Wight, 
he  said  he  was  going  from  Portsmouth,  afber  his  sermon 
on  the  18th,  to  Dorchester,  Weymouth,  and  Exeter, 
to  Sir  Thomas  Acland's,  and  to  General  Mercer's  at 
Exmouth.  He  was  then  to  visit  Bath  and  Bristol  ;  and 
from  thence^  after  paying  Sir  John  Nicholl  a  visit  in 
South  Wales,  he  intended  to  proceed  northward. 

He  accordingly  left  Portsmouth  on  the  19th  of  the 
same  month;  and  from  Exmouth  he  writes  to  Lord 
Kenyon,  gîving  some  account  of  his  joumey  ;  and  adds, 
*^  This  day  I  visit  the  school  hère,  where  I  hâve,  at  last, 
met  my  good  old  relation,  whose  mother,  the  sister  of 
my  grandmother,  was  the  ^ide  of  my  youth.**  While  in 
this  neighbourhood  he  received  a  letter  from  the  Bishop 
of  Exeter,  expressing  much  regret  that  he  was  not  at 
Exeter  to  reçoive  him  ;  and  he  added,  ^'  I  hope  that 
you  will  not  find  much  to  condemn  in  our  schools  ; 
but  I  beg  of  you  to  be  free  in  your  observations  ;  and 
most  grateftdly  shall  we  reçoive  any  hints  you  may 
give  us  ;  and  most  willingly,  I  am  sure,  wiÛ  they  be 
adopted.     I  trust  you  hâve  no  thoughts  yet  of  leaving 
Devonshire,  as  I  am  sorry  to  say,  from  other  engage- 
ments, it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  arrive  at  Exeter, 
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at  the  yery  earliest^  before  the  14th  of  next  month; 
and  trulj  disappointed  shall  I  be,  if  I  find  you  are 
gone  when  I  corne  into  the  West." 

From  Exmouth  Dr  Bell  again  wrote  to  Lord  Kenyon, 
(who  had  prevîously  expressed  a  great  wish  that  he 
sbould  meet  theBîsliop  of  £xeter^)and  enclosed  the  pre- 
oeding  note^  saying  he  should  certainly  wait  the  bishop'é 
arrivai^  if  ît  did  Dot  prevent  him  from  fulfiUing  his  en- 
gagement to  be  at  Gredlngton  on  the  Ist  of  September. 
He  then  went  on  to  speak  of  his  proceedings  at  Exmouth 
— "  This  morning,"  said  he,  ''  I  hâve  met  a  Calcutta 
friend.  Colonel  Murray,  brother  to  Sir  John  Munay 
Macgregor,  and  hâve,  I  doubt  not,  determined  him  to 
establish  a  Madras  school  at  Dawlish,  where  he  has 
taken  a  house  for  a  year,  for  the  benefit  of  one  of  his 

sons'  health I  hâve  set  many  good  and 

able  people — the  nièce  of  Sir  F.  Baring,  &c.  &c. — ^in 
earnest  motion.  But  I  am  turned  a  complète  idler 
myself,  having  rode  out  one  moming  to  look  at  Daw- 
lish  and  Teignmouth,  and  going  this  day  with  my 
General  to  look  and  dine  at  Sidmouth.  What  shall 
I  corne  to  if  I  go  ou  so  ?  '^  He  left  Exmouth  on  the 
3d  of  August  for  Sir  Thomas  Acland's,  Killerton, 
where  he  remained  upwards  of  a  fortnight  ;  and  the 
bishop  having  arrived  in  the  mean  time,  he  dined  with 
him  at  Exeter,  but  does  not  appear  to  hâve  remained 
there  more  than  a  day. 

Before  proceeding  fdrther  with  Dr  Bell's  travels, 
we  must  hère  briefly  notice  some  of  the  scholastic 
opérations  in  which  Mr  Johnson  and  Mr  Bamford  had 
been  engaged  during  the  summer.  After  Bamford's  " 
arrivai  in  London,  his  time,  as  we  hâve  seen  from  his 
memoranda,  was  divided  between  the  central  school, 
Dr  Bell,  and  his  own  studies.     Early  in  the  summer. 
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however,  it  was  thought  désirable  that  he  should  be 
occasionallj  employed  in  scholastic  tours.  His  own 
notes  on  the  subject  of  his  first  joumey  commence 
thus  : — 

"  As  the  summer  of  1813  approaehed^  the  doctor 
was  anxious  to  secure  my  labours  in  the  way  most 
likely  to  advance  the  gênerai  success  of  his  object, 
particularly  the  extension  of  his  System.  After  some 
considération^  it  was  determined  that^  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Dr  Bell,  I  should  visit,  for  some  months  in  the 
year,  those  schools  which,  in  his  estimation,  were  re- 
garded  as  at  the  time  most  important  ;  and  then  I  was 
to  retum  to  my  duties  at  the  central  schooL  My  first 
expédition  was  to  Southampton,  on  my  way  to  the 
Isle  of  Wîght.  Hère  I  met  with  but  little  encourage- 
ment. I  had  brought  no  credentials  ;  and  was  rather 
surprised  by  a  formai  note  from  the  committee,  to  this 
purport,  that  if  there  were  any  particular  points  which 
I  wished  to  recommend,  they  would  take  them  into 
considération.  Of  course  I  declined  to  présent  any 
communication,  but  afforded  to  the  master  what  help 
I  could.     His  school,  as  too  many  others  were^  was  in 

a  very  rude  and  disorderly  state From 

thence  I  went  to  the  Isle  of  Wight,  whither  also  the 
doctor  soon  followed  me." 

From  the  Isle  of  Wight  Bamford  proceeded  to 
Bristol,  where  his  exertions  were  unremitting  and 
very  successfiiL  '^  We  cannot  thank  you  and  the 
committee  too  much,**  writes  the  Rev.  Mr  Eden  from 
hence  to  Mr  Johnson,  early  in  October,  "  for  send- 
ing  us  so  able  and  assiduous  a  visiter  of  our  school  as 
Mr  Bamford  has  proved  himself  to  be.  We  certainly 
wanted  the  assistance  of  such  a  man  ;  and  though  we 
were  partly  sensible  of  our  deficiency  before  he  came, 
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we  are  become  much  more  convinced  of  it  slnce  he  has 
been  amongst  us.  Hîs  attention  to  tbe  improvement 
of  our  establishment  hère  has  been  steadj  and  imiform, 
and  the  eflfects  of  th  at  attention  very  apparent.  AU  we 
hâve  to  wish  for  now  is,  that  he  may  not  be  called  away 

from  us  too  soon Our  earnest  désire  is 

to  arrive  at  as  near  a  resemblance  as  possible  to  the 
National  Society  Central  school — to  exhibit  a  spéci- 
men to  our  neighbours  of  the  Madras  System^  and  no- 
thing  but  the  Madras  System.  I  am  persuaded  that 
it  is  of  the  greatest  conséquence  to  ail  this  quarter  of 
the  kingdom^  that  our  school  should  be  a  fair  and  Ic^- 
timate  transcript  of  yours  ;  the  extension  and  preva- 
lence  of  the  System  in  thèse  parts  dépends  greatly  on 
this  circumstance^  as^  indeed^  must  be  very  obvions  to 
you  and  the  committee.  It  would  give  us  great  plea- 
sure  if  we  could  be  favoured,  erelong^  with  a  vîsit  either 
by  Dr  Bell  or  you,  and  it  would  unquestionably  hâve 
a  most  désirable  influence  on  the  institution  we  hâve 
established  hère." 

Mr  Bamford  remained  at  Bristol  till  the  beginning 
of  December,  when  he  returned  to  his  duties  at  the 
Central  School.  Meantime  Mr  Johnson,  not  content 
with  his  already  most  laborious  employment,  had  been 
making  a  short  tour,  at  his  own  expense,  during  the 
vacation,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  his  assistance  in 
any  schools  where  it  might  be  wanted.  After  spend- 
ing  about  a  month  in  this  journey,  he  returned  to  hia 
duties  at  the  central  school,  whence  he  wrote  at  great 
length  to  Dr  Bell,  giving  an  account  of  hîs  proceedings. 
In  tliis  letter,  after  speaking  of  the  schools  at  Ports- 
mouth,  Winchester,  Southampton,  &c.,  he  says — ''  At 
Bristol  they  are  aiming  at  great  things.  They  hâve  erect- 
ed  a  noble  room,  and  there  is  no  lack  of  boys.   The  ma- 
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nagers  are  zealously  devoted  to  the  System,  but  the  dis- 
tinctness  and  order  are  certainly  not  good,  partly  owing 
to  tlic  bad  arrangements  and  fitting  up  of  the  schooL 
.  .  •  .  I  was  much  pleased  with  two  schools  in  hîs 
Majesty^s  Forest  of  Dean,  Monmouthshire,  which  are 
under  the  direction  of  two  clergymen,  Mr  Procter  and 
Mr  Berkin.  The  schools  are  attended  by  600  or  700 
of  the  Forest  children,  I  think  the  reformation  which 
bas  abeady  taken  place  in  this  insnlatcd  district  is 
great,  and,  from  the  peculiar  situation  of  the  place,  the 
good  that  may  be  expected  is  incalculable.  The  Forest 
contains  about  4000  inhabitants,  ail  extra  parochial, 
and,  of  course,  hitherto  a  neglected  race  ;  but  they  now 
enjoy  for  their  children  a  Christian  éducation,  under  the 
benign  and  salutary  influence  of  the  Madras  System. 
The  countenances  of  the  children  begin  to  brighten;  and 
the  parents  are  instructed  through  their  means,  so  that, 
in  another  génération,  one  may  reasonably  expect  that 
not  a  trace  of  barbarism  (for  which  the  Foresters  were 
famed)  will  be  found  in  the  Forest  of  Dean.'* 

Meantime  Dr  Bell,  having  left  Exeter  about  the  18th 
of  August,  had  proceeded,  by  way  of  Ulfracombe  and 
Swansea^  to  Sir  John  NicholPs,  at  Bridgend,  Glamor- 
ganshire.  While  there,  he  received  several  pressing 
invitations,  and,  among  others,  one  from  the  Bishop  of 
St  Dayids,  who  had  seen  hîs  name  in  the  Swansea 
papers.  He  was  not,  however,  able  to  accept  any  of 
thèse,  being  very  désirons  of  reaching  Gredington  as 
soon  as  possible,  whcre  he  was  to  meet  Mr  and  Mrs 
Marriot.  He  accordingly  left  Merthyrmawr  on  the 
6th  of  Scptember,  and  passing  through  Chepstow 
and  Hereford,  arrived  at  Ludlow  on  the  8th,  whero 
Lord  Kenyon  had  arranged  to  meet  hîm,  Dr  Bell, 
however,    it   would    seem,   was  not  able   to  rotum 
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to  Gredington  with  his  lordship^  but  foQowed  him 
thither  in  the  course  of  a  day  œ*  two.  The  Biahop 
of  Chester  having  been  invited  by  Lord  Kenyon  to 
meet  Dr  Bell^  and  not  being  able  to  corne  for  some 
little  time^  the  doctor  prolonged  his  stay  at  Greding* 
ton  beyond  what  he  had  originally  intended,  and  made 
some  extensive  scholastic  journeys,  with  Lord  Kenyon 
and  Mr  Marriot^  in  North  Wales^  and  to  Chester, 
Liverpool,  Manchester^  &c.  From  Chester  he  wrote 
to  General  Dirom^  sd^yî^^g?  that  he  should  visit  Liyer- 
pool  with  Mr  Marriot  and  his  lordship,  whom  he 
wished  to  introduce  him  to,  and  receired^  in  reply,  a 
pressing  invitation  to  his  house^  but  how  long  they 
remained  in  Liverpool  does  not  appear.  They  retum- 
ed,  however,  to  Gredington  early  in  October,  where 
Dr  Bell  remained  till  the  16th,  when  he  left  for  Sher- 
burn  Hospital^  where  his  présence  was  then  particularly 
required.  Of  his  proceedings,  however,  there,  we  bave  no 
account;  but  of  his  visit  to  x^uckland^  where  he  had  been 
invited^  he  thus  speaks,  in  a  letter  to  Lord  Kenyon  : — 

^^  I  found  my  bishop  at  Auckland  Castle  on  Mon- 
day  evening,  having  left  Leeds  in  the  moming.  He 
goes  to-morrow  to  Mongewell  by  Bishopsthorp.  He  is 
to  introduce  the  new  bishop^  of  whom  he  bas  the  high- 
est  opinion^  into  your  House  (of  Peers.)  The  bishop 
spent  the  most  part  of  Tuesday,  and  part  of  yesterday, 
with  me  in  schooL  The  right  spirit  is  now  in  the 
school^  and  ail  will  go  on  charmingly.  Excellent  mas- 
ters  (though  young)  will  be  produced  and  forthcoming. 
The  new  mastor  promises  far  better  than  the  former.'* 

His  stay  in  Durham  was  but  brief^  as  he  had  an 
engagement  to  be  at  Mrs  Rice's^  at  Bourton^  Glouces- 
tershire^  to  officiate  at  the  marriage  of  his  cousin^  Cap* 
tain  Mercer,  to  Mrs  Rice's  nieco^  which  had  been  fixed 
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for  the  lOth  of  November,  He  accordingly  left  Dur- 
ham  on  the  28th  of  October,  and  proceeded  at  once  to 
Birmingham,  where  Lord  Kenyon  had  intended  meet- 
ing hîm,  but  was  prevented.  What  occurred  durîng 
his  stay  there  does  not  appear  ;  but,  from  a  letter  he 
tben  received  from  his  lordship,  we  find  that  the 
schools  in  that  place  were  not  going  on  satisfactorily. 
— "  I  hope  and  trust/'  his  lordship  writes,  ^^  notwith- 
standing  that  you  do  not  find  the  Madras  schools  at 
Birmingham  in  a  promising  state,  that  the  poor  church 
there  will  flourish,  and  that  you  wUl  witness  its  owing 
much  of  its  prosperity  to  the  Madras  System,  the  most 
powerful  means  vouchsafed,  since  the  Reformation  and 
the  discovery  of  printing,  to  diflftise  principles  good  or 
bad.  I  entirely  agrée  in  your  opinion,  that  new  modes 
of  thinking  ought  to  be  promoted  ;  for  I  am  well  con- 
▼inced  that,  by  long  disuse,  the  old  primitive  principles 
of  Christianity  and  the  church  of  Christ  would  be  new 
to  the  world  in  gênerai — ^to  archbishops,  bishops,  and  to 
laity  of  ail  degrees,  as  well  as  to  the  great  body  of  the 
clergy.  I  am  very  well  assured,  likewise,  that,  with 
respect  to  the  interests  of  the  church,  nothing  could 
80  much  promote  them,  as  every  dergyman  making 
himself  master  of  the  Madras  System,  and  overlooking 
the  éducation  of  his  parishioners;  it  coidd  not  but 
secure  that  confidence  and  affection  between  pastor  and 
flock,  without  which  preaching  or  publishing  never  can, 
in  thèse  daysat  least,be  expected  to  produce  muchfruit." 
From  Birmingham  he  proceeded  to  Bourton,  where  he 
arrived  on  the  6th  of  November.  Hère  he  paid  much 
attention  to  the  school,  and  was  highly  satisfied  with 
the  proficiency  of  the  children,  although  it  had  only 
been  opened  the  preceding  May.   From  hence  he  also 
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dîspatched  a  letter,  which  he  had  drawn  up  at  Lord 
Kenyon*s  suggestion,  to  the  Bishop  of  Salisbury,  wliich 
was  to  be  laid  before  the  school  committee,  contain- 
ing  a  summary  of  his  travels,  and  his  suggestions  for 
improving  the  schools  under  the  National  Society.  It 
ran  thus — 

'^  Bourton-on*ihe-Water,  Nov.  6,  1813. 

"  My  Lord, 

*'  Last  year,  by  my  servant's  account,  (for  I  hâve 
no  time  to  keep  any  myself,)  I  rode  my  hobby-horse 
1282  mSes  ;  and  this  summer  I  hâve  aiready  dîspatch- 
ed 1228.  During  this  period,  I  must  needs  hâve  had 
a  good  deal  of  expérience,  the  resuit  of  ail  of  which  is 
to  rivet  my  old  opinions  in  regard  to  the  object  of  my 
pursuit.  It  is,  that  if  we  would  hâve  the  Church  and 
true  religion  to  possess  that  predominancy  to  which 
they  are  entitled,  we  must  train  up  our  chiidren  in  her 
bosom.  To  this  end  is  directed  the  National  Society. 
But  to  the  due  attainment  of  this  end  there  are  three 
essential  requisites,  without  which  the  National  Society 
wiU  wander  far  wide  of  its  aim. 

^'  The  first  is,  that  the  duty  and  interest  of  the 
master  coincide.  Every  one  bas  observed  the  diflference 
between  those  lectures  which  are  read  for  a  stated 
stipend,  and  those  where  the  revenue  dépends  on  the 
number  of  the  students.  The  constitution  of  most  of 
the  English  charity  and  free  schools  is  in  direct  oppo- 
sition to  a  known  truth,  and  to  that  of  the  parochial 
schools  in  Scotland.  It  ought  not  to  be  expected, 
that  where  the  raasters  reçoive  the  same  stipenc^  whe- 
ther  they  perform  or  whether  they  neglect  their  duty, 
they  will,  in  gênerai,  be  either  eamest  in  qualifymg 
themselves  for  their  office,  or  active  in  the  discharge 
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of  their  functions.  Thîs  opinion  is  founded  on  the 
knowledge  of  human  nature,  and  is  confirmed  by  daily 
expérience. 

*'  Secondly,  There  should  be  for  every  school  one  or 
more  visitors,  fiilly  acquainted  with  the  new  mode  of 
éducation,  to  direct  and  superintend  the  master.  For 
want  of  this,  many  schools  of  long  standing  are  not 
now  in  décent  order  ;  and  some  of  those  schools  whieh 
once  gave  favourable  promise,  hâve  greatly  fallen  oflf. 
The  conséquence  is,  that  the  scholars  will  and  do 
abandon  the  schools  which  are  ill-conducted.  In  no 
way  can  a  minister  so  effectually  serve  the  cause  of 
true  religion  on  eartb,  as  by  directing  and  superintend- 
îng  the  *  training  up  of  youth  in  the  nurture  and  ad- 
monition of  the  Lord.' 

^*  Thirdly,  Masters  of  character,  ability,  and  well 
trained,  are  wanted. 

''  For  this  purpose,  as  well  as  for  a  grand  prototype 
of  the  national  System  of  éducation,  the  central  school 
of  the  metropolis  should  ever  be  pre-eminent,  and  the 
standard  of  référence. 

'^  Take  away  ail  thèse  three,  and  the  National 
Ghurch  must  fall  :  take  away  any  one,  and  she  must 
greatly  suffer. 

^*  Three  things,  then,  I  would  write  in  letters  of 
gold. 

^^  Ist,  Let  the  interest  of  the  schoolmaster  be  inti- 
mately  blended  with,  and  dépendent  on,  the  faithful 
discharge  of  his  duty,  and  he  will  study  to  qualify 
himself  and  perform  his  functions  well. 

"  2d,  Let  there  be  an  able  and  earnest  superinten- 
dent  or  visiter  to  watch  over  his  conduct. 

"  3d,  Let  there  be  a  prototype  of  the  national  System 
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of  éducation^  to  which  ail  can  appeal  ;  and  let  mafiters 
of  character  be  duly  trained.  The  former — ^the  pro- 
totype—I  trust  you  now  hâve  :  the  latter — the  train- 
ing  masters — I  hâve  still  doubts  about. 

**  I  hâve  much  of  my  présent  publication  to  write, 
which  requires  leisure  and  quiet  ;  much  to  vîsit  and 
much  to  do  before  I  reach  town,  if  not  ordered  thîther, 
which  breaks  in  upon  my  time  for  composition. 

^^  In  no  part  of  the  kingdom  hâve  I  seen  more  hap- 
pily  illustrated  the  advantages  and  the  effects  of  the  new 
System  of  éducation  than  in  this  village.  Hère  it  bas 
fiUed  a  church^  before  empty^  of  children  ;  and  pro- 
duced  those  reforms  of  good  morals^  order,  and  civility, 
&c.,  which  are  its  natural  and  genuine  fruits. 

"  I  bave  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord,  with  the  highest 
esteem,  your  most  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

''  A.  Bell.*' 

We  must,  in  this  place,  touch  upon  a  subject  which, 
both  now  and  hereafter,  was  a  source  of  much  trouble  to 
Dr  Bell,  as  well  as  a  cause  of  no  small  obloquy.  This  was 
the  management  of  Sherbum  hospital,  which  he  oer- 
tainly  had  accepted,  on  the  understanding  that  it  was 
a  preferment  the  duties  of  which  did  not  require  more 
than  bis  occasional  présence.  It  appears  that  the 
brethren,  who  received  their  allowance  of  food  from  the 
tenant  of  the  principal  hospital  farm,  imder  a  con- 
tract  with  Dr  Bell,  had  expressed  themselves  by  no 
means  satisfied,  and  that  thèse  complaints  had  reached 
the  bishop  ;  in  conséquence  of  which,  some  letters 
passed  between  him  and  Dr  BeU,  which  I  shall  insert 
hère,  as  the  fairest  mode  of  showing  the  true  state  of 
the  case.     The  first  letter  that  we  find  relating  to 
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this  subject^  is  one  from  Dr  Bell  to  the  Bishop  of 
Durham^  which  seems  to  refer  to  some  previous  cor- 
respondence^  which  is  not  forthcoming. 

"  Killerton,  Augost  15, 1813. 

"  My  Lord, 

"  I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  your  lordship  my  answer 
to  Mr  Philpotts;  and  to  add,  that,  having  left  the 
brethren,  last  autumn,  in  a  state,  as  I  thought,  of 
unusual  satisfaction  and  contentment,  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that,  if  their  complaints  had  originated  with 
themselves,  and  not  with  those  who  are  eyer  in  search 
of  something  wherewith  to  annoy  and  oppress  me, 
they  would,  in  the  first  instance,  hâve  been  made  to 
me. 

"  The  crime,  which  will  never  be  forgiven  me,  is, 
that  a  man,  who  bas  not  given  himself  up  to  party, 
should  bave  made  a  discovery,  and  prosecuted  that  dis- 
coyery  at  every  hazard  and  expense 

''I  ought,  perhaps,  to  inform  your  lordship  that, 
in  answer  to  a  late  question,  I  took  into  account  the 
receipt  of  a  most  extraordinary  fine  of  £3000,  which 
can  scarcely  ever  again  occur  in  the  history  of  the  hos- 
pital,  of  which  the  increasing  and  accumulating  expenses 
are  enormous." 

To  this  the  bishop  replied — 

<«  Bambni^h  Castle»  September  8,  1813. 

*'  My  dear  Doctor, 

'^  That  some  persons  may  be  influenced  by  a  spirit 
of  enyy  and  ill-will  towards  you  in  many  instances,  I 
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resuSSLj  believe  ;  but  you  will  hardly  suspect  me  to  be 
of  tbe  number,  and  I  do  not  conceive  it  bas  been  felt 
at  ail  in  this.  My  esteem  for  those  talents  wbich  gare 
rise  to  your  wonderful  discovery  in  éducation,  and  for 
your  zeal  in  prosecuting  tbat  discovery,  continues  undi- 
minisbed.  Rest  assured,  therefore,  tbat  tbe  opinion 
wbicb  I  baye  formed  respecting  tbe  necessity  of  enquiry 
into  tbe  situation  of  tbe  poor  bretbren  at  Sberburn  bos- 
pital,  is  tbe  resuit  of  cool  deUberation,  of  tbe  sensé  of  tbe 
duty  imposed  upon  me  as  visiter,  of  solicitude  for  your 
crédit,  and  for  tbe  real  interests  of  an  important  cha- 
rity,  wbicb  I  confided  to  your  care,  under  a  persuasion 
tbat  tbose  interests  would  neitber  be  neglected  nor 
abused.  Tbe  mode  of  improving  tbe  situation  of  tbose 
old  men  sbould  be  matter  ofyour  serions  considération; 
but  let  me  eamestly  recommend  tbat  tbis  considération 
be  not  too  long  delayed.  Tbe  measures  wbicb  were 
adopted  at  my  suggestion,  to  quiet  tbe  irritation  wbich 
prevailed,  vrill  I  trust,  for  a  certain  period,  bave  tbeir 
effect  ;  but,  beyond  tbat  period,  tbere  is  no  answering 
for  tbe  conséquences.  Let  me,  tberefore,  entreat  you 
to  apply  your  mind  to  tbe  subject,  and  to  remember 
tbat  tbe  sooner  you  décide,  and  tbe  more  tbere  appears 
in  your  décision  of  voluntary  exertion  in  faveur  of  tbose 
wbo  bave  claims,  botb  on  your  justice  and  your  kind- 
ness,  tbe  more  meritorious  will  your  conduct  be  beld  in 
gênerai  estimation. 

^'  You  will  also,  I  sbould  bope,  give  tbe  situation  in 
wbicb  I  am  placed  its  full  weigbt,  and  be  disposed  to 
lean  against  any  doubt  you  migbt  otberwise  entertain, 
tbe  considération  tbat,  if  Parliament  sbould  institute 
enquiry  into  cbarities  of  tbis  description,  (wbicb,  by 
its  late  act,  seems  probable,)  I  migbt  be  cbarged  widi 
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not  having  ezercised  the  authority  which  bdongs  to 
me« 

"  Belîeye  me,  my  dear  doctor,  with  true  regard,  your 
sincère  friend, 

''  S.  DUHELM." 

This  letta:  reached  Dr  Bell  at  Gredington,  from 
whence  he  thus  replied  to  it — 

''  September  18,  1813. 

''  My  Lord, 

^  I  coDsider  ît  as  peculiarly  unfortunate  that  I 
sfaould  hâve  received  your  lordship's  commands  at  a 
time  that,  conformably  to  former  instructions  and  ad- 
▼ice,  I  had  pledged  mysdf  to  duties  which  I  should 
hâve  thought  it  dishonourable  and  disgracefîil  to  aban- 
don; and  was  also  harassed  and  distaressed  with  studied 
and  multiplied  persécutions,  which  are  no  less  imperious 
on  my  time— -in  allusion  to  which,  as  well  as  to  Mr 
Philpotts's  référence  to  the  attacks  made  on  me,  was 
my  reply. 

"  Now,  again,  I  am  honoured  with  your  lordship's 
letter,  which  bas  found  me  hère,  just  as  I  had  hastily 
finished  one  part  of  my  tour,  as  &r  as  the  south  and 
western  counties,  and  South  Wales,  from  which  I  was 
obliged  to  tear  mysel^  without  being  able  to  comply 
with  many  réquisitions  made  to  me,  or  even  to  obey  the 
summons  of  the  good  and  excellent  Bishop  of  StDavid's, 
who,  hearing  that  I  was  in  the  neighbourhood,  laid  his 
commands  on  me — commands  which  I  felt  the  utmost 
reluctance  in  not  being  able  instantly  to  obey  ;  and  I 
am  now  engaged  in  North  Wales,  and  the  great  towns 
of  the  north,  in  company  with  Lord  Kenyon  and  Mr 
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G.  W,  Marriot.  But  I  can  do  nothing  to  my  mind, 
while  the  task  which  is  în  hand  at  the  hospital  is 
undone. 

"  As  soon  as  I  can  consistently  shake  off  my  positive, 
immédiate^  and  imperative  duties  and  obligations^  which 
I  hope  to  do  in  little  more,  if  not  less^  than  a  month, 
I  shall  hasten  to  the  spot,  and  beg  to  avail  myself  of 
every  suggestion,  advice,  and  assistance,  with  which 
your  lordship  may  be  pleased  to  honour  me  ;  and 
shall  particïJarly  hope  for  the  able  counsel  of  Mr 
Philpotts. 

'*  In  the  mean  time,  it  will  be  a  great  consolation  to 
be  fayoured  with  any  previous  hints,  and  to  find  any 
immédiate  measure  adopted,  which  may  be  found  ne- 
cessary  while  the  work  of  improvement  and  améliora- 
tion is  going  on. 

"  I  am  this  moment  setting  ont  with  Lord  Kenyon 
and  Mr  Marriot  to  Chester,  Liverpool,  Peel,  Manches- 
ter, &c.,  and  ail  the  while  I  haye  important  and  harass- 
ing  aSSsùrs  to  attend  to." 

We  do  not  find  any  answer  to  this  letter  from  the 
bishop  ;  nor  does  any  thing  further  appear  on  this  sub- 
ject  until  the  foUowing  March,  when  the  bishop  wrote 
again  to  Dr  Bell  thus — 

«<  March  18,  1814. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"  After  what  has  come  to  my  knowledge  respect- 
ing  the  allowances  at  Sherbum  hospital,  I  feel  it 
incumbent  on  me  to  obtain  such  information  as  will 
enable  me  to  express  myself  perfecUy  satisfied.  At  the 
same  time,  I  am  yery  desirous  this  should  be  done 
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between  you  and  me  without  the  form  of  a  Visitation, 
to  which  I  hâve  many  objections  in  the  présent  in- 
stance. 

"  I  wish,  therefore,  ïo  hâve  a  statement  of  the  several 
advantages  which  the  old  men  enjoy  from  the  hospital. 
Ist,  As  to  those  in  the  house  ;  2d,  As  to  those  ont  of 
the  house;  and  what  hâve  been  the  weekly  or  other 
allowances,  for  twenty  years  past,  to  those  in  the  house, 
and  to  those  out  of  the  house  ;  and  from  what  period 
the  out-members  hâve  had  no  increase  ;  and  how  many 
persons  there  are  of  each  class— of  those  in  the  house, 
and  those  out  of  it. 

'^  In  addition  to  the  above,  I  shall  be  glad  to  know 
what  are  the  weekly  sums  you  propose  to  allow  them. 
With  this  information  before  me,  it  will  be  my  duty 
to  add  such  enquiry  and  considération  on  my  part  as 
will  enable  me  to  convey  to  you  my  sentiments  on  the 
subject,  without  its  being  made  a  matter  of  public 
notoriety. 

'^  I  am,  dear  sir,  with  much  regard,  your  sincère 
friend, 

"  S.  Duiœlm/' 

In  reply  to  this  Dr  Bell  wrote,  saying  he  was  wait- 
ing  for  information  from  Durham,  in  regard  to  some  of 
the  points  conceming  which  the  bishop  had  enquired, 
and  that,  as  soon  as  Uns  arrived,  he  would  answer  bis 
lordship's  queries  at  length. 

Accordingly,  early  in  the  ensuing  month,  he  drew 
up  a  long  statement  on  the  points  in  question,  which  I 
think  it  necessary  to  insert  hère. 
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''  LondoD,  April  7,  1814. 

''  My  Lord, 

^^  Deeply  impressed  wîth  the  importance  of  the 
enquirîes  to  which  your  lordship  has  been  pleased  of 
late  to  direct  your  attention,  I  bave  from  the  beginning 
resolved  in  my  mind  by  wbat  means  I  could  best  pro- 
mote  the  temporal,  as  well  as  the  spiritual  welfiare  of 
my  brethren.  In  this  enquiry  it  was  soon  made  a 
question,  whether  an  augmentation  of  their  fixed  allow- 
ances,  as  settled  by  authority,  and  paid  by  my  pre- 
decessors,  would,  in  reality,  add  to  their  comfort  and 
happiness. 

'^  Acting  on  this  principle,  I  began  with  making  an 
addition  to  the  dress  of  my  in-brethren,  who,  being  in 
the  bouse,  fell  under  my  immédiate  notice  ;  and  also 
Buch  an  increase  to  the  provision  for  their  maintenance, 
as  it  appeared  to  me  could  be  donc  without  en- 
dangering  good  order,  or  fumishing  means  of  thoee 
excesses  and  disorders  which  arise  from  having  money 
at  their  disposai  beyond  what  their  immédiate  wants 
required. 

^^  Again,  on  a  late  occasion,  when  your  lordship  waB 
graciously  pleased  to  recall  my  attention  to  this  sub- 
ject,  I  took  such  further  steps  in  regard  to  them, 
as,  under  existing  circumstances,  seemed  most  expé- 
dient and  safest.  As  before,  so  then  also,  I  compUed 
to  the  fiiU  extent  with  every  wish  which  they  express- 
ed,  and  bave  never  refiised  any  request  which  they 
bave  made  to  me. 

''  The  out-brethren,  on  the  other  hand,  not  residing 
in  the  hospital,  did  not  show  themselyes  there,  and 
never  placed  themselves  under  my  observation.  Still, 
however,   I  think  it  most  reasonable  that  attention 
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should  be  paid  to  theîr  situation.  But  to  take  tho 
queries  in  order*  The  advantages  which  the  in-brethren 
enjoy  are — chambers  with  beds,  bedding,  furniture, 
fuel,  bed-linen  washed  for  them,  and  attendance.  They 
hare  aiso  a  suit  of  dothes  once  a-jear.  Of  late,  there 
bas  been  added  a  spot  of  ground  for  each  of  them  to 
cultivate,  under  the  name  of  potatoe-ground.  A  brew- 
house  and  brewing  utensils  are  kept  up,  that  their  table* 
béer  may  be  such  as  ordered,  and  unadulterated.  They 
hâve  an  apothecary  to  attend  them,  and  medicine  found 
them.  Each  brother  bas  also  a  small  gratuity  on  signing 
a  lease.  Their  diet  and  allowance  are  set  forth  in  the 
accompanying  paper,  on  which  I  observe  that  some  of 
them  use  no  béer,  and  none  of  them,  I  believe,  small- 
beer,  the  table-beer  alone  being  sufiicient  for  their 
daily  beverage.  Cheese  they  find  unnecessary.  Their 
méat,  milk,  and  other  allowances,  are  much  more  than 
they  can  consume.  They  sell  a  part,  and  some  of 
them  lay  up  the  money;  several  die  possessed  of 
considérable  funds  ;  others  give  to  their  relations  and 
friends  ;  and  others  spend  the  money,  to  the  injury  of 
thehr  morals  and  their  health,  at  the  public-house  or 
elsewhere.  If  it  were  not  for  the  objection  which 
attaches  to  the  interférence  with  established  régula- 
tions, a  more  suitable,  and,  at  the  same  time,  less 
expensive,  scheme  of  diet  might  be  made  ;  but  it  does 
not  appear  expédient  to  interfère  with  long  usage.  On 
the  whole,  the  diet  is,  in  gênerai,  fax  more  ample  than 
it  need  be  for  men  of  their  âge  ;  not  that  I  would,  on 
any  account,  diminish  any  allowance  to  which  they  are 
entitled,  or  which  they  bave  hitherto  received. 

'^  It  appears  that,  by  the  constitution  of  the  first 
founders,  each  brother's  portion  or  dividend  was  6s.  8d. 
([six  shillings  and  eightpence)  a-year.     The  act  of 
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Queen  Elizabeth  added  ten  shillings  more  to  that  por- 
tdon,  and  it  bas  since  been  raised  to  twenty  shillings^ 
then  to  thirtj  shillings^  and  lastlj>  to  forty  shillings^ 
at  which  rate  it  was  when  jour  lordship  was  graciously 
pleased  to  confer  the  mastership  on  me.  The  other 
allowances  appeared  to  me  snperabundant.  This  alone 
seemed  unequal.  Nor  was  it  thought  sufficient  that  it 
was  amply  compensated  by  the  superabundance  of  the 
other  articles.  Afiter  consulting  with  the  brethren^  I 
raised  it  to  the  fiill  amount  which  any  of  them  desired 
— hx  above  what  the  majority  of  them  requested.  By 
this  arrangement,  each  brother,  instead  of  £2,  reoeives 
£4:,  148.  per  annum,  or  £2,  14s.  in  addition  to  the 
allowances  they  had  before  my  time.  And  I  am  fully 
persuaded  that  any  further  augmentation  would  be 
attended  with  injurions  conséquences  to  their  health 
and  to  their  morals. 

^'  The  number  of  the  brethren  are  the  same  as  by  the 
Act  of  Parliament — ^viz.  thirty  in  ail.  Fifteen  of  thèse 
are  in,  and  fifteen  out-brethren.  The  allowances  of  the 
former  are  as  mentioned  aboyé.  The  fifteen  out- 
brethren  foUow  their  former  occupations;  and  their 
State  is,  in  ail  respects,  as  before  their  enrolment, 
except  as  to  the  portions  which  they  reçoive,  and  which 
are  forty  shillings  per  annum,  the  same  as  those  of  the 
in-brethren  were  on  my  collation,  and  bave  not  been 
altered  for  many  years.  Not  entitled  to  any  allowance 
from  the  hospital  beyond  their  pension,  they  are  not, 
like  the  in-brethren,  dépendent  on  it,  or  expectants  on 
it,  further  than  the  fixed  stipend. 

^'  They  hâve  scarcely  fallen  under  my  observation,  as 
they  are  entirely  detached  from  the  hospital,  and  do 
not  make  their  appearance  there,  and  never  bave 
brought  themselves  in  any  way  to  my  immédiate  notice. 
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I  have^  however^  ordered  their  stipend  to  be  doubled  ; 
so  that^  instead  of  £2,  they  now  receiye  £4t  per 
annum. 

'^  A  calculation  of  the  expeose  of  the  maintenance  of 
the  in-brethren,  (exclusive  of  lôdging,  &c.,)  as  well 
as  the  table  of  their  diet^  will  sufiBice  to  show  what  ample 
provision  is  made  for  tbem^  amomiting  to  not  less  than 
£40  each  per  annum — a  sum  much  greater  than  they 
would  require  to  support  themselves.  This  expendi- 
ture  might^  no  doubt^  be  reduced^  greatly  to  their  satis- 
faction^ and^  in  some  instances^  their  accommodation 
promoted  by  a  new  arrangement;  but  to  this^  as  I 
hâve  said^  I  see  strong  objections^  besides  that  it  would 
tend  to  foment  those  evils  which  I  am  most  anxious  to 
prevent. 

''  From  the  above  statements^  I  trust  that  your  lord- 
ship  will  observe^  that  I  hâve  not  been  inattentive  to 
the  comfort  and  welfare  of  my  brethren,  and  that  I 
bave  not  only  done  what  none  of  my  immédiate  pre- 
decessors  hâve  done^  but  bave  made  a  higher  aug- 
mentation or  rise^  even  in  proportion  to  their  former 
advanoed  allowance^  than  was  ever  made  at  any  time, 
by  any  of  my  predecessors.  But  after  ail  I  bave  done 
or  ever  can  do,  I  am  too  well  acquainted  with  the  fate 
of  those  who  bave  dared  to  act  such  a  part  as  I  bave 
done  in  life,  regardless  of  common  usage  and  received 
opinions  ;  and  I  am  also  too  well  taught  by  expérience 
to  expect  that  I  shall  ever  escape  those  attacks  of  ma- 
lice and  envy,  to  which  they  who  follow  the  beaten 
track  are  not  liable. 

'*  Let  me  not  be  mistaken,  my  lord,  as  if  I  meant  to 
allude  to  any  persons  whatever  with  whom  I  bave  had 
communications  on  the  subject  of  the  hospital.     To 
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them  I  feel  much  obligation^  as  far  as  thej  chose  to 
inform^  advise^  or  assist  me.  No  ;  it  is  to  those  naine- 
less  persons  who  hâve  gone  secretly,  and  without  com- 
munication with  me,  not  to  allaj,  but  to  foment,  dis- 
content. Those  who  hâve  not  coiifined  their  inter- 
férence to  the  brethren — such  men  as,  in  ail  ages^  (for 
I  speak  not  hère  of  my  enemies,  and  those  of  my  own 
pursuits,)  themselves  standing  high  in  gênerai  estima- 
tion, or  at  least  in  their  own  estimation,  ever  show 
a  marked  jealousy  of  any  modes  of  thinking  and  act- 
ing,  of  which  they  do  not  form  the  standard — such  men 
as  ever  hâve  been,  and  ever  will  be,  envions  of  any 
distinction  which  is  not  their  own. 

"Happy,  however,  thrice  happy,  in  acting  under  the 
immédiate  auspices  and  authority  of  a  personage,  with 
whose  sentiments  I  hâve  the  high  satisfaction  entirely 
to  accord,  the  only  personage  who  has  distinguished  my 
services  by  actual  rémunération,  and  has  fumished  me 
with  leisure  (as  far  as  the  distraction  of  my  situation 
will  admit)  to  carry  on  the  work  in  which  I  am  en- 
gaged,  and  which  neither  maUce,  nor  envy,  nor  persé- 
cution, can  divert  me  from  following  up  to  the  best  of 
my  ability.  Thèse  plans  requîre  incessant  vigilance 
and  study,  and  continued  occupation,  if,  at  my  âge,  I 
am  to  try  to  finish  what  I  feel  it  an  imperious  duty  for 
me  to  do.  Their  completion,  as  far  as  dépends  on  me, 
and  gênerai  diffusion,  with  your  lordship's  approbation, 
will  fumish  consolation  and  support  under  ail  the  toils 
and  troubles  incident  to  the  life  which  I  lead — ^toils  and 
troubles  which  none,  who  do  not  look  to  the  immense 
conséquences  of  those  measures,  not  to  a  few  but  to  ail, 
would  undergo." 

This  statement  appears  to  hâve  been  satis&ctoiy  to 
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tlie  bishop^  since  no  other  letters  passed  on  the  subject 
for  some  years^  nor  was  there  any  cessation  of  the 
friendly  intercourse  which  had  previously  existed  be- 
tween  Dr  Bell  and  bis  lordsbip. 


} 
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CHAPTER  XXXVI. 

The  Central  School — ^Mr  Bamford  appointed  Master — Bis  Notes  respecting 
Dr  Bell— English  School  dedicated  to  the  Prince  Régent — ^Dr  Bell*s  in- 
terview with  the  Grand  Dnchess  of  Russia  and  the  Emperor  Alezander. 

We  must  now  retum  to  the  Central  School,  which 
was  ever  an  object  of  first  importance  in  Dr  Bell's 
mind,  and  to  which  he  continually  gave  his  attention, 
however  pressing  his  other  occupations  might  be. 

Mr  Johnson,  it  will  be  remembered,  had  been  absent 
for  some  weeks  during  the  summer  of  1813  on  a  scho- 
lastic  tour,  and  Dr  Bell  had  expressed  his  fears  that  the 
school  would  sufFer  from  his  absence,  and  so  it  proved  ; 
for  on  his  return  he  found  much  that  was  in  disorder. 
Itwas  not  long,  however,  before  "harmony  and  regularity 
were  again  restored  through  his  exertions."  For  several 
months  from  this  period,  many  letters  passed  between 
Dr  Bell  and  Mr  Johnson  respecting  this  school^  and 
several  minor  altérations  in  the  arrangements  were  sub- 
mitted  to,  and  approved  by,  him.  Some  rules  for  the 
employment  of  the  scholars  were  also  drawn  up  and 
printed  ;  and  an  altération  was  made  as  to  the  length  of 
time  during  which  the  children  were  to  be  consécutive- 
ly  employed,  which  was  thus  noticed  in  the  school 
committee  report  of  1814  : — 

^^  Since  the  last  report  was  made,  the  indefatigable 
mind  of  Dr  Bell,  acting  on  expérience  in  this  instance^ 
as  he  professedly  has  in  every  other,  bas  added  an  im- 
portant  addition  to  his  invaluable  System.     The  tuî- 
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tîon,  by  the  scholars  themselves^  was,  from  the  fîrst,  to 
be  conducted  by  short^  easy,  and  perfectlessons;  they 
were  to  know  ail  they  had  gone  through,  and  never  to 
quit  a  lesson  till  ît  was  said  perfectly  ;  but  Dr  Bell  now 
finds  that  the  continued  attention  of  the  children  may, 
with  great  ease  and  advantage  to  them,  be  kept  up  for 
a  longer  time,  without  any  intermission,  by  standing 
whilst  they  are  learning  their  lessons  :  providing  there- 
by  against  a  great  loss  of  time,  securing  the  certainty 
of  their  knowing  what  their  lesson  is,  and  preventing 
the  disturbance  necessarily  created  by  going  to  their 
seats,  and  retuming  again  :  taking  care,  however,  that 
the  children  should  not  be  kept  so  long  at  a  time  as  to 
produce  lassitude  or  other  inconrenienoe,  although, 
firom  ail  the  experiments  hitherto  made  at  the  Central 
School,  no  inconvenience  whatever  has  been  observed 
from  the  children  remaining  at  continued  lessons,  even 
two  or  three  hours  together;  and  again  the  school 
committee  consider  the  improvement  to  be  so  striking 
and  important  as  to  demand  peculiar  notice,  removing, 
as  it  does,  great  difficulties  which  expérience  had  proyed 
to  exist  in  many  district  schools,  in  respect  to  giring 
ont  and  saying  lessons  ;  and  in  this,  and  in  ail  such 
like  cases,  the  importance  of  the  Central  School  to  fur- 
nish  an  example  to  ail  others,  must  be  very  manifesta' 
Another  arrangement  at  the  Central  School,  which 
we  must  hère  notice,  was  the  appointment  of  Mr  Bam- 
ford  as  master  under  Mr  Johnson.  He  had  returned 
to  town  from  Bristol  about  the  end  of  November  1813, 
and  continued  there  in  his  usual  employments  untU  the 
following  March,  when,  without  haying  given  him  any 
previous  intimation,  Dr  Bell  one  moming  told  him  he 
was  to  be  master  of  the  Central  School.     '^  I  received 
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the  inteUigence^"  he  says  in  his  noteSy  ^  with  real 
grief.  I  complained  of  not  beîng  weB — of  not  being 
qualified  as  to  âge  and  personal  influence.  I  shed  tears  ; 
but  go  I  must^  and  that  very  moming." 

Tlûs  appointaient  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
lieving  Mr  Johnson  from  some  of  the  duties  of  the 
schoo^  as  the  number  of  visitors  who  attendéd,  and  the 
training  masters^  required  so  much  of  his  time.  It  was 
also  thought  désirable  that  he  should  be  enabled  occa- 
sionally  to  afford  his  personal  assistance  in  other  schools 
in  and  near  the  metropolis. 

The  training  masters  hâve  been  mentioned  before 
as  much  impeding  the  progress  towards  perfection 
which  the  Central  School  would  hare  otherwise  made. 
In  August  1813,  there  were  between  twenty  and  thirty 
masters  in  training,  among  whom  was  a  young  Persian, 
who,  although  quite  ignorant  of  the  language  when  he 
first  came  to  the  institution,  rapidly  acquired  it,  and 
soon  became  a  yery  hopeful  pupil  in  the  System. 

The  great  desideratum  now  was,  that  a  superior 
class  of  persons  to  those  who  had  hitherto  attended, 
should  if  possible  be  induced  to  enter  the  school,  and 
this  they  had  then  some  hopes  of  partly  accomplishing, 
as  four  young  men,  of  good  éducation,  were  coming 
from  Carlisle,  having  been  examined  and  approved  of 
by  the  bishop  of  that  diocess.  Others  also  from  the 
higher  classes  of  society  were  expected  from  différent 
parts  of  the  country.  As  regards  Dr  Bell's  discharge 
of  the  duties  of  superintendent  of  the  Central  School, 
an  office  which  involved  much  intercourse  with,  and  di- 
rection of,  the  training  masters,  it  will  not  be  inappro- 
priate  to  quote  hère  from  Mr  Bamford's  notes  : — 

'^  Acting  as  gênerai  inspector  of  ali  the  schools  united 
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urith  tho  society^  and  anxious  for  the  diffiision  of  Us 
System^  he  apparently  sacrificed  every  comfort»  by  con- 
tinuing  to  undergo^  in  traversing  from  school  to  school^ 
great  bodily  exertîons  and  great  mental  excitements. 
The  gratification  which  he  derived  from  the  display  of 
a  particular  kind  of  knowledge^  from  the  reoeption  of 
praise  and  respect^  the  tribute  due  to  his  discovery  and 
public  réputation^  encouraged  and  fed  his  restless  vanity 
to  such  a  degree^  that  his  feelings^  unless  relieved  by 
indulgence,  would  hâve  made  him  intensely  misérable. 
He  had  become  so  accustomed  to  bustle  and  change, 
and  to  new  faces  with  new  admiration,  that  he  could 
never  be  happy  for  any  length  of  time  in  one  place. 
His  famé,  too,  was  spread,  and  a  monument  of  renown 
erected,  by  the  establishment  of  every  school.  The 
ferveur  of  travelling,  and  the  excitement  of  fresh  Com- 
pany, were  necessary  to  carry  off  that  exubérance  of 
passion  which,  if  not  thus  spent,  would  I  think,  even 
if  he  were  alone  and  in  solitude,  hâve  accumulated  and 
overflown  in  véhément  and  fiery  fits.  Food,  too,  was 
continually  required  to  nourish  those  notions  of  his 
self-importance  which  stationary  friends,  by  too  great 
intimacy,  might  neglect  or  refuse  to  gratify.  It  is  true 
that,  disregarding  ail  personal  care,  and  toil,  and  ex- 
pense,  wherever  his  services  could  be  useful,  however 
distant  the  place  or  unknown  the  appUcants,  no  self- 
Gonsideratiohs  restrained  his  zeal,  or  came  into  compé- 
tition with  his  eager  désire  to  bring  his  System  into 
pubUc  notice  and  faveur,  and  to  keep  up  its  character 
and  réputation  with  others.  In  process  of  time,  how- 
ever, this  craving  for  admiration  from  diversity  of  per- 
sons  increased  into  a  strong  and  overpowering  feeling. 
It  was  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  he  wrought  himself 
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înto  a  belief  that^  as  he  was  signally  appointed  b  j  Pfo- 
vidence  to  be  the  means  of  bringing  to  light  such  an 
instrument  for  the  éducation  of  the  body  of  the  people, 
and  the  consummation  of  the  blessed  Reformation, 
80  it  was  his  duty  personally  to  give  his  assistanœ 
wherever  it  was  desired^  or  Ukelj  to  advance  his  great 
object.  Still,  perhaps,  it  had  been  botter  for  himself 
and  the  cause  in  which  he  was  engaged^  either  to  hare 
confined  his  instructions  to  fewer  places,  or  to  bave 
communicated  them  with  more  grâce.  Previouslj  to 
his  arrivai  in  any  town,  he  was,  from  his  public  duune- 
ter  and  his  disinterested  employment,  regarded  as  bighly 
as  his  own  pretensions  could  désire;  but  a  first  or 
second  visit  most  commonly  lessened  the  respect  or 
checked  the  ardour  of  those  who  had  given  their  time 
and  money  towards  the  establishment  of  the  schools,  and 
who  found  thernselves  and  their  labours  frequently  depre- 
ciated,  censured,  and  offended.  Many  anxious  friends  of 
schools,  who  had  welcomed  his  coming  in  the  hopes  of 
being  assisted  and  encouraged  by  the  sanction  of  the  dis- 
coverer  of  the  sjrstem  they  were  patronizing,  became  dis- 
gusted  and  disheartened,  and  bave  now  either  given 
up  their  interest  in  schools  altogether,  or  only  attend  in 
spite  of  the  reflections  that  he,  who  should  best  know 
and  judge  impartially,  could  find  nothing  to  commend 
in  their  exertions.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  he  found 
£sLult  where  there  was  no  reason  ;  but  his  msmner  of 
examining  schools,  and  addressing  visitors  and  masters, 
was  in  gênerai  so  opposite  to  the  courteous  and  corn- 
placent  behaviour  by  which  great  men  become  beloved, 
that  many  unkind  feelings  bave  been  excited  against 
him,  which  he  might  very  easily  not  only  bave  pre- 
vented,  but  in  their  placer  bave  established  unalloyed 
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admiration.  Instead  of  delirering  his  instructions  and 
making  his  remarks  in  a  gentlemanly  and  conciiiatory 
mode^  80  as  to  gain  upon  adult  masters  by  his  suavity^ 
his  Personal  behaviour  was  such^  that  he  was  almost 
nniversally  dreaded  and  disliked.  His  treatment  of 
them  in  their  schools^  in  the  présence  of  their  pupils^ 
was  frequently  calculated  to  croate  any  other  sentiments 
than  respect  and  attention.  His  conduct,  nôt  only  at 
the  time^  alienated  them  from  him^  but  it  created  a  dis- 
like  which  embittered  and  rendered  heartless  ail  their 
subséquent  endeavours*  It  might  be  commonly  true 
that  there  was  ground  for  his  observations;  but  his 
etyle  of  talking  to  them^  and  his  remarks^  with  a 
kind  of  boundless  rage  and  bluster^  were^  in  their  esti* 
mation^  not  only  unkind  and  unnecessary^  but  vexations 
and  oppressive.  Thèse  were  evils  which^  in  a  great 
measure^  he  might  hâve  avoided^  without  exhibiting 
less  eamestnesB  or  producing  less  benefits;  besides^ 
clothed  as  he  was  with  authority^  the  tyranny  was  the 
more  galling.  It  was  right^  and  it  was  his  duty^  can-* 
didly  to  utter  his  opinion  on  the  state  of  any  school  ; 
and  masters^  though  accounted  a  class  of  persons  not 
very  willing  to  be  guided  by  the  direction  of  others^ 
might  probably  hâve  been  induced^  by  a  gentle  manner, 
and  a  more  complacent  conduct^  to  hâve  given  their 
minds  to  their  work,  and  thus  attain  the  end  and 
the  advancement  Dr  Bell  wished.  Again^  the  System 
wafi  his  own^  and  thus^  by  acting  so  furiously^  what- 
ever  the  occasion  might  be^  he  created  durable  disgust^ 
not  only  against  himself  personally^  but  against  his  Sys- 
tem of  teaching.  Gertainly  the  characters  of  the  mas- 
ters of  the  National  Society  at  the  commencement,  were, 
in  gênerai,  by  no  means  such  as  to  make  one  imagine  that 
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they  might  be  gorenied  and  stimulated  by  an  y  Ûnûg 
more  refined  than  vfaat  padpaUy  tonched  their  woildly 
interest;  and  the  mean  opinion  the  doctor  entertaîned  of 
them^was  seldom  remoTod  by  enquiry  intx>  their  previoos 
eondact.  He  often  lam^ited  the  necessity  of  employ- 
ing  men  as  schoohnasters^  who  were  80  little  qnalified, 
by  éducation  and  eharacter^  for  their  honoprable  and 
important  office. 

^^  He  regarded  money  as  the  prtmum  Tnebiky  and 
only  efficient  stimulant  in  the  world.  He  ezcited 
masters  by  a  négative  kind  of  tbreat.  He  did  not  say, 
*  Do  this,  and  you  shall  hâve  so  much  beyond  your 
regular  and  fixed  salaiy' — ^which  at  best  might  be 
barely  sufficient  to  command  the  necessaries  of  life — 
but^  '  Do  this,  or  you  shall  be  mnlcted,  or  lose  yonr 
BÎtuation.'  He  wonld  bave  had  ail  the  masters  under 
such  an  arbitraiy  kind  of  contrôla  that^  if  the  sdiool  did 
not  weekly  and  monthly  increase  in  numbers^  and  order^ 
and  attendance^  and  improve  in  progress^  the  masters 
should  be  subject  to  weekly  and  monthly  ^nes,  and  be 
paid  according  to  the  periodical  state  of  the  schooL 
^  I  can  do  more/  said  he  to  the  Archbishop  of  Canter-r 
bmy^  taking  a  half-crown  ont  of  bis  pocket — ^  I  can  do 
more  with  this  half-^^nrown  than  you  can  do  with  ail 
your  fixed  salaries/  " 

There  were  several  other  objects  to  which  Dr  Beil 
had  tumed  bis  attention  during  his  présent  stay  in  Lon- 
don^  which  must  hère  be  mentioned.  The  first  of  thèse 
was  the  final  préparation  for  publication  of  the  new 
édition  of  the  Madras  School  of  1808^  which  had  been 
so  long  delayed.  On  this  he  had  spent  much  time 
and  labour^  especially  on  the*  dedication  to  the  Prince 
Régenta  which  he  sent  to  my  father  for  his  corrections^ 
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who,  in  retuming  it,  wrote — **I  hâve  read,  re-read, 
and  re-re-read^  your  dedîcation  ;  ît  would  require  more 
augmenta  and  duplications  to  the  verb  than  a  Greek 
plusquam  perfectuniy  to  express  how  often.  You  hâve, 
in  pencil^  such  omissions  and  substitutions  as  I  could 
persuade  myself  to  make.  There  is  a  modesty  in  pencil 
eriticism  whieh  has  many  advantages  over  the  presump- 
tuousness  of  indelible  ink.  In  truth  thèse  suggestions 
were  made,  not  so  much  from  any  conviction  of  their 
propriety,  still  less  from  any  opinion  that  they  were 
wanting,  as  for  the  sake  of  showing  you  that  I  had 
done  my  possible  (in  French  phrase)  to  gratify  you  by 
finding  something  to  alter.  You  are  over-anxious  about 
thèse  things,  and,  lynx-eyed  as  you  are  in  other  things, 
do  not  see  that  in  matters  of  this  kind  the  author  him- 
self  is  the  only  person  who  thinks  them  of  importance." 

He  had  obtained  permission  through  LordLiverpool 
to  dedicate  this  édition  to  the  Prince  Régent,  and  now 
enclosed  the  address  which  he  had  written  for  hig 
approval,  with  the  foUowing  note — 

"  Ever  since  your  lordship  obtained  for  me  the  ex- 
alted  privilège  of  dedicating  my  Eléments  of  Tuition — r 
Part  II.  the  English  School — to  the  Prince  Régent,  I 
hâve  been  employed,  wherever  I  hâve  been,  in  endea- 
vouring  to  render  this  work  less  unworthy  of  his  Royal 
Highness's  patronage.  This  is  the  reason  of  the  long 
delay  of  the  publication.  The  dedication  has,  in  par* 
ticular,  cost  me  much  labour  ;  and  now  that  ail  else  is 
completed,  I  am  fearful  of  errring  from  inexpérience,  or 
from  ignorance,  if  I  pubUshed  without  submitting  a 
proof  of  it  to  your  lordship,  and  humbly  begging  to  bo 
honoured  with  your  commands  as  to  any  altération  that 
may  be  proper  or  expédient. 
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^*  The  ônly  apology  that  can  bé  offered  for  such  a 
request^  is  the  immense  importance  I  attach  to  the  sub? 
ject.  The  principle  is  maintained  hy  moral  and  politi* 
cal  writers  of  ail  âges." 

Lord  Liverpool  having  signified  his  approval  of  the 
dedîcation^  Dr  Bell  was  désirons  of  personaUj  presenting 
the  book  to  the  prince.  It  was  not^  howerer»  nntil  May 
that  an  opportonity  occurred  for  this  purpose^  irhen 
Lord  Liverpool  informed  him  that  the  prince  would 
hold  a  levée  on  the  llth^  and  that  he  might  then  pre- 
sent  his  work.  He  accordingly  called  at  Lamheth^  and 
requested  the  archbishop  to  présent  him^  which  he  did« 

London  was  at  this  time  crowded  with  foreigners^ 
among  whom  were  the  Emperor  Alexander  and  his 
sister  the  Grand  Duchess  of  Russia^  the  latter  of  whom 
had  expressed  her  intention  of  visiting  the  Central 
School,  which  was  notified  by  Lieutenant-Generd 
Turner  to  Dr  Bell,  who  had  just  left  town  for  Andover, 
whither  the  intimation  followed  him.  He  had,  how* 
ever,  by  that  time  gone  to  Salisbury  and  from  thence  to 
Bath,  where  a  letter  from  LordKenyon,  on  the  same  sub- 
ject,  reached  him.  He  accordingly  returned  to  town  îm- 
mediately,  and  the  Grand  Duchess  attended  on  the  ap- 
pointed  day  ;  but  the  only  allusion  to  this  visit  that  we 
find,  is  contained  in  a  letter  from  Dr  Bell  to  Mr  Mac- 
lean,  his  land  agent  in  Scotland,  in  which  he  says — ^''The 
Grand  Duchess  I  had  the  honour  to  attend  at  the  Cen- 
tral School  of  the  National  Society.  She  is  a  handsome 
pleasing  woman,  speaks  English  well,  and  exhibited,  in 
every  part  of  the  process  of  the  school,  a  degree  of  in- 
telligence beyond  what  I  hâve  before  met  withj  investi- 
gating  every  branch  of  our  scholastic  opérations,  and, 
not  contented  with  what  she  saw  and  heard  there^  she 
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bas  laid  ber  commands  on  me  to  attend  lier  at  lier 
hôtel  to-morrow  morning." 

On  this  occasion  he  had  requested  Lord  Kenyon  to 
accompany  Um^  but  his  lordsliip  declined,  on  the  plea  of 
not  haying  received  a  spécial  inyitation.  What  passed 
does  not  appear  but  on  the  12th  of  May  Dr  Bell  had 
a  second  audience  of  her  impérial  highness^  when  he 
presented  her  with  ail  his  publications. 

In  the  course  of  the  next  month  he  addressed  to 
her  the  folloiring  letter — 

"  June  Id,  1814. 

'^  Dr  Bell  présents  his  humble  duty  to  the  Grand 
Duchess  of  Russia. 

"  Having  found  a  copy  of  the  original  publication  of 
his  ^  Experiment  in  Education^*  he  requests  to  be 
permitted  to  présent  this  officiai  record  from  the  Go- 
vernment of  Madras^  with  other  authentic  documents^ 
to  the  Emperor. 

*'  Jî  his  Impérial  Majesty  wUl  condescend  to  visit 
the  exhibition  of  this  System  at  the  Central  school  of 
the  National  Society,  Baldwin's  Gardons,  Dr  Bell  ivill 
be  happy  to  receive  bis  Majesty's  commands  for  that 
purpose. 

.  ^'  Dr  Bell  is  preparing  a  brief  statement  of  the  bis- 
tory  of  the  new  System  of  éducation,  and  its  introduc- 
tion into  the  schools  of  this  country,  and  among  them, 
into  the  Royal  Military  Asylum  at  Chelsea^  which  he 
will  beg  leave  to  submit  to  his  Impérial  Majesty. 

^'  Dr  Bell  can  conceive  no  means  of  so  effectually 
adyancing  the  grand  objecta  at  which  he  bas  laboured 
for  twenty-five  years^  as  committing  the  fruits  of  his 
labour  to  that  august  personage  who  bas  given  peace^ 
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repose,  and  tranquDlity  to  the  nations;  and  has  pre- 
pared  the  world  for  the  gênerai  réception  and  unîversal 
diflftision  of  that  system  of  éducation,  by  means  of 
wliîch  the  National  Society  (under  the  patronage  of 
his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Régent,  the  bench  of 
bishops,  and  the  first  authorities  and  characters  in 
the  kingdom)  express  a  '  hope,'  already  in  some 
degree  realized,  *  of  giving  a  new  character  to  society 
at  large/  '• 

Whether  any  answer  was  receîved  to  thîs  letter  or 
not,  does  not  appear;  but,  on  the  19th  of  the  same 
month,  he  wrote  again  to  the  Grand  Duchess,  sayîng — 
"  That  he  begged  leave  humbly  to  remind  her  Impérial 
Highness,  that  he  had  prepared  and  inscribed  to  his 
Impérial  Majesty,  Alexander  of  ail  the  Russias,  a 
manuscript  account  of  the  new,  or  Madras,  System  of 
éducation  ;  that  he  had  also  another  oopy  of  his  origi- 
nal publication  of  1797,  and  of  his  last  work:  ail  of 
which  he  asked  permission  to  lay  at  the  feet  of  his 
Impérial  Majesty,  at  any  hour  as  he  goes  out  or  re- 
tums,  so  as  not  to  occupy  a  moment  of  that  time 
which  was  sofullyemployed;"  adding^  "Dr  Bell  hum- 
bly requests  that  her  Impérial  Highness  will  be  gra- 
ciously  pleased  to  acquaînt  him  with  his  Impérial  High- 
ness's  pleasure  and  commands." 

On  the  following  day  he  received  a  note  from  Lieu- 
tenant-General  Tumer,  saying — "  That  he  had  the 
honour  to  inform  Dr  Bell,  by  command  of  the  Grand 
Duchess,  that  he  was  requested  to  attend  at  Pulteney 
Hôtel,  on  Tuesday  moming  at  nine  o'clock."  It  hap- 
pened  also,  that  on  this  day  the  Emperor  and  the  King 
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•6f  Prussia^  and  other  distinguished  foreîgners,  were  to 
visit  the  houses  of  Parliament,  and  Lord  Kenyon  had 
procured  admittance  for  Dr  Bell,  "who  thus  writes  to^ 
hîs  lordship  shortly  afterwards- — 

«'  KDOt*fr  6)^iH  June  24,  1614. 

'*  After  waîting  fite  hours  before  the  Emperor  was 
tip  and  had  breakfasted,  I  was  shown  into  a  room  with 
a  foreîgn  gentlemsHi — ^Freneh.  The  Grand  Duchess 
eoon  brought  in  the  Emperor,  and  after  a  while  left  u^. 
After  a  time  the  Emperor  and  myself  were  left  alone, 
and  I  acquitted  myself,  on  the  whole,  very  badly  ;  but 
had  a  very  gracious  réception,  and  very  gracions  leave. 
Every  wish  to  promote  the  éducation  of  the  people  was 
expressed,  but  nothing  spécifie  was  pointed  out  or 
required«  Of  course,  I  presented  my  original  publicsu- 
tion  or  Madfas  School,  and  the  English  School,  with  my 
manuscript. 

*'  In  a  great  degree,  if  not  entirely,  I  owe  this  to  your 
lordship..  It  was  your  lordship  who  eommanded  me  to 
Write  to  the  Grand  Duchess,  and  it  was  the  Grand 
Duchess  who  obtained  my  audience  for  me.  I  hâve  tQ 
thank  you  in  so  many  ways,  and  for  so  many  acts  of 
goodness  and  condescension,  that  it  would  be  in  vain  ta 
attempt  to  enumerate  them.  One  of  the  last — ^the  last, 
I  believe — ^was  your  introduction  to  the  House  of  Lords, 
where  I  had  a  sight  of  the  King  of  Prussia,  the  Princes 
of  Prussia;^  and  Blucher.  When  the  house  WM  break- 
ing  up,  I  went  round  to  get  a  nearer  view..  Luckily  I 
intercepted  the  archbishop  going  out,  wha  seemed  to 
take  a  pleasure  in  tuming  back,  and  showing  me  into 
the  room  which  enters  into  the  house  on  th^  right  of 
the  throne,  where  were  only  two  persons  beside  myself. 
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The  kÎDg  and  his  son  soon  passed  ;  then  came  Bludier. 
I  attached  myself  to  his  left  side,  which  was  vacant,  and 
followed  him  into  the  House  of  Gommons,  and  was  th^re 
seated  immediately  aboyé  him^ 

'^  In  coming  from  my  audience  wîth  the  Emperor, 
Platoff  was  m  close  converse,  hand  in  hand,  with  a  lady 
to  whom  I  had  been  made  known  in  the  course  of  the 
moming  at  Oldenburgh  House-^— Mrs  Parr  Bulkely — a 
Russian,  personally  known  to  the  Emperor  and  aU  the 
foreigners.  Through  her  I  was  presented,  and  remained 
by  Platoff  for  some  time." 


I 
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CHAPTER  XXXVIL 


Appointment  of  Master  to  tlie  Fotmdling  Hospitalj  Ireland — ^Mr  Bamford— 
Letter  to  the  Speaker — I>r  Bell  goes  to  Ireland — A  Master  appointed  to 
Wilson*8  HospitaU— Dr  Bell  yUita  the  Bialiop  of  Meath  and  the  Archbiahop 
of  Armagh — Goes  to  Dublin — ^His  Letter  to  Mr  Ped. 


It  will  be  remembered  that,  in  1808^  application  had 
been  made  to  Dr  Bell^  through  the  Bishop  of  Meath, 
for  a  master  for  Wilson's  hospital  in  that  country,  and 
tbat  a  young  man  of  the  name  of  Wihnont  had  accepta 
ed  the  situation^  which  he  held  for  two  years;  but, 
finding  the  duties  rather  onerous,  and  his  health  failing, 
he  resigned  in  April  1810,  notwithstanding  Dr  Bell's 
most  eamest  advice  to  the  contrary, 

From  this  time,  until  the  spring  of  the  présent  year, 
(1814,)  litde  appearo  to  hâve  been  done  towards  the 
further  extension  of  the  Madras  System  in  Ireland.  In 
March,  however,  an  application  was  made  to  Dr  Bell 
by  the  Bishop  of  Derry,  for  a  person  to  undertake  the 
mastership  of  the  Foundling  Hospital  school,  at  Dub^ 
lin.  This  institution  had  previously  been  under  the 
care  of  a  clergyman  ;  but,  as  the  chaplain  now  resided 
in  the  house,  it  was  not  thought  necessary  that  this 
should  continue  to  be  the  case.  It  contained  nearly 
1000  children,  from  eight  to  fourteen  years  of  âge,  and 
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the  salary  and  émoluments  amounted  to  about  £200 
per  annum. 

Some  delay  occurred  before  any  arrangement  could 
be  made  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  bishop  and  com- 
mittee  of  this  school^  in  respect  to  a  master  ;  but  in  May 
Dr  Bell  wrote,  saying  he  would  shortly  send  the  best 
training  master  that  was  to  be  found  at  the  Central 
school  ;  and  that  he  had  also  applied  to  the  committee 
for  permission  for  the  master^  Mr  Bamford^  to  assist  in 
organizing  it  ;  saying  at  the  same  time^  that  it  was  his 
intention  to  go  himself  to  Dublin  to  inspect  this  and 
other  schools^  if  it  should  be  in  his  power  to  do  so. 

As  regards  Mr  Bamford,  some  sUght  misunderstand- 
ing  seems  to  hâve  taken  place  at  the  time^  as  Dr  Bell 
regarded  hîm  at  his  disposai  more  than  the  committee 
approved  of;  it  was,  however,  ultimately  arranged  that 
he  should  accompany  the  person  selected  for  the  Found- 
Ung  school^  and  remain  for  a  short  time^  to  assist  in  put- 
ting  things  in  a  right  train.  The  new  master's  name  was 
William  Flenley,  who  had  been  well  educated,  and  had 
been  for  some  time  in  an  attorney's  office  ;  but  wishing 
to  adopt  the  scholastic  profession^  had^  in  the  preceding 
April,  written  to  Dr  Bell,  requesting  to  be  admitted 
into  the  Central  school,  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  a 
knowledge  of  the  System.  This  request  was  acceded 
to  ;  and,  when  the  application  just  made  was  mention* 
ed  to  Dr  Bell,  he  fixed  upon  Flenley  for  the  situation, 
and,  in  June,  he  and  Mr  Bamford  set  off  for  Dublin. 
They  found  the  school  in  considérable  disorder,  but, 
after  a  time,  succeeded  in  estabUshing  a  better  state  of 
affairs. 

We  must,  however,  now  take  notice  of  Dr  Bell's 
movements  at  this  time.     He  had  been  applied  to  in 
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April,  by  the  Bishop  of  Meath,  for  another  master  for 
Wilson's  hospîtal  ;  but,  before  one  could  be  found,  he 
had  determined  on  visiting  Ireland,  and  had  signifîed  this 
to  his  lordship,  who  wrote  thus,  invîting  him  to  pay 
him  a  visit  : — '^  I  am  charged  by  the  ladies  of  this  house 
to  tell  you,  how  sîncerely  they  rejoice  with  me  in  the 
prospect  of  your  coming  this  summer  to  Ireland.  They 
"bid  me  tell  you,  that,  of  course,  they  consider  your  com- 
ing as  a  certain  pledge  of  their  seeing  you  hère  ;  in 
that  you  will  not  be  so  near  a  family  who  esteem  and 
value  you  so  much  without  paying  them  a  visit.  This 
house  is  within  twenty-four  miles  of  Dublin,  and  there 
are  daily  very  comfortable  public  coaches,  that  pass  with- 
in a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  gâte.  From  this  I  could 
accompany  you  to  see  Wilson's  hospital,  to  which  I 
hope  you  will  become  one  of  its  best  benefactors,  in 
your  choice  of  a  master  for  it  ;  and  I  promise  you,  that 
you  will  be  much  pleased  with  an  establishment  which, 
when  properly  managed,  must  contribute  so  exten- 
sively  to  what  you  hâve  so  much  at  heart — the  im- 
provement  of  the  industrious  poor.  Whenever  you 
détermine  on  coming  over,  I  hope  you  will  faveur  me 
with  a  line  ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  be  assured  of  the 
kind  wishes  of  ail  mine,  as  well  as  of,  dear  sir,  your 
very  faithfiil,  humble  servant, 

«  T.  L.  Meath/' 

Dr  Bell,  however,  had  not  finally  determined  on 
what  route  he  should  now  take — ^whether  he  should  go 
to  Ireland,  to  Ryde,  or  to  Gredîngton  first.  His  health 
Lad  sufifered  much  from  incessant  occupations  during 
his  stay  in  London  ;  and  he  found  it  absolutely  neces- 
gary  to  rest  and  recruit  it.    Ryde  was  especiajly  re* 
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commended  to  liim^  and  he  had  this  additional  îndnoe- 
ment  to  go  there,  that  his  friends  from  Lndlow  were 
at  that  time  stayîng  there.  Meantime^  Lord  Kenyon 
wrote,  urgîng  him  to  go  to  Gredîngton  ;  but  hj  thîa 
tlme  he  had  fixed  on  Ryde^  from  whence^  shortly  afiter- 
wards,  he  Mrrîtes  to  Lord  Kenyon  : — 

.  ^^  I  am  here^  my  lord^  in  the  daily  acquisition  of 
health  and  strength^  notwithstanding  that  I  hâve  thrown 
myself  back  two  days  by  attending  the  examination^  and 
giving  instruction  to  the  Portsmouth  schools^  which,  I 
hope^  I  hâve  put  in  a  still  better  train  than  they  were 
before,  Your  lordship  would  be  the  very  first  person 
to  blâme  me^  if  I  were  to  run  the  smallest  risk  of  inter- 
rupting  my  convalescence— -for  such  indeed  it  is,  Your 
lordship  holds  me  fast  to  my  duties  ;  and  for  that^  as  well 
as  many  other  good  reasons^  I  stick  fast  to  your  lord- 
ship  Now,  the  recovery  of  broken  health  is  a 

very  essential  requisite  to  carrying  on  either  my  literaiy 
or  my  active  pursuits.  It  may  be  that  ail  of  thèse  ends 
might  be  as  well  attained  at  Gredington  as  at  Ryde.  But 
it  might  be  otherwîse  ;  there  is  now  a  kind  of  experi* 
mental  proof  of  the  efficacy  of  this  place^  which  might 
not  be  found  elsewhere.  Whether  I  shall  forego  ail 
this,  and  fly  prematurely  to  your  lordship  before  you 
set  out  for  Lancashire,  or  whether  I  shall  wait  your 
lordship's  retium  thence,  before  I  visit  Gredington; 
whether  I  shall  consult  my  inclination,  and  wait  the 
progress  of  my  health,  and  my  '  play  of  letters,'  I  can- 
not  positively  say.  I  will  say,  however,  that  I  hope  to 
be  with  you,  if  not  before  your  departure  from,  at 

least  on  your  return  to,  Gredington 

Often,  often,  and  oflten  am  I  ashamed  oi  the  trouble 
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I  gîve  your  lordship^  whîch  would  not  be  continued 
one  instant  if  I  did  not  know  that  this  trouble  was  a 
gratification  to  your  lordship.  Many  of  my  letters^  but 
for  your  lordship^  wodd  travel^  as  they  were  wont  to 
do^  from  north  to  south^  and  south  to  north,  backwards 
and  forwards,  in  every  direction  where  I  hâve  been. 
On  this  ground,  among  others,  I  apologîse  evenfor  the 
gratification  I  give^  as  well  as  the  expense  to  which^  na 
doubt,  I  ofien  unwittingly  put  your  lordship^  and  of 
which  I  hear  nothing. 

'^  Now  that  I  did  not  myself  begin  with  the  Found- 
lingy  I  conçoive  the  best  thing  I  can  do  is^  to  leave 
them  there  people  to  find  out  their  own  error  ;  so  that 
they  may  be  prepared  for  that  thorough  and  complète 
reformations  which  otherwise^  I  fear^  they  will  not  come 
mto,  and  which  I  now  see  necessary/* 

Another  application  firom  Ireland  for  a  master  was 
made  to  him  at  this  time^  firom  the  Révérend  H.  Moore^ 
nephew  to  the  Earl  of  Drogheda  ;  but  the  salary  named 
was  too  low  to  procure  an  efficient  person  from  the 
Central  school,  and  nothing  ultimately  came  of  it.  For 
Wilson's  hospital  he  soon  procured  a  master^  applica- 
tion having  been  made  to  him^  some  months  préviens^ 
in  faveur  of  a  young  man  named  Sowerby^  from  Cum- 
berland^  who  had,  in  conséquence^  come  to  the  Central 
school,  and  who  was  now  fixed  on  for  Wilson's 
hospital. 

Dr  Bell  remained  at  Ryde  until  the  beginning  of 
Augusty  when  he  went  to  London.  From  hence  he 
had  intended  to  visit  Gredington  ;  but  Lord  Kenyon 
being  at  this  time  on  the  move^  he  could  not  carry  his 
intention  into  efiect.  It  had  also,  at  one  time,  been 
contemplated^  that  he  and  Lord  Kenyon  should  visit 
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Ireland  together  ;  but  this  plan  aiso  fell  to  the  groundL 
Gonceming  his  visit  to  Ireland^  he  had  had  some  cor-^ 
respondence  with  the  Speaker  of  the  HouBe  of  Gom- 
mons^ (  Abbot,)  who  ultimately  was  the  means  of  pro- 
curing  hhn  several  valuable  introductions,  and  to  whom 
he  had  thus  written  fixnn  Ryde — 

«Ryde,  3l8t  Jolj  1814. 

''  Dear  Sir, 

"  As  my  recruîting  of  health  and  strength,  wom 
out  and  broken  down  by  the  winter  campaign  in  Lon- 
don,  and  my  Ludus  lAterarius,  go  on  apace,  I  feel 
myself  almost  ready  to  undertake  my  Irish  campaign. 
How  far  the  schemes  now  on  foot  in  Ireland  will  be 
forwarded  by  my  Visitation  there,  must  dépend  on  cîr- 
cumstances.  Of  thèse,  such  as  you  were  pleased  to  sug- 
gest  to  me  cannot  fail  to  hâve  a  bénéficiai  tendency,  and 
to  advance  the  common  cause.  I  now,  therefore,  inform 
you,  that  I  purpose  to  set  out  from  hence  on  my  Irish 
errand  in  seven  or  eight  days,  and  shall  be  most  happy 
în  being  the  bearer  of  any  commands  which  you  naay 
hâve  for  me. 

"  Lord  Sidmouth  has  well  and  truly  said,  that  what 
Ireland  wants  iâ  '  émancipation  from  ignorance.'  Lord 
Liverpool,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  has  said,  that  '  what 
the  Irish  want  are  habits.'  Now  that  the  only  mode 
of  communicating  this  émancipation  and  thèse  habits 
is  éducation,  the  éducation  of  the  people,  cannot  be 
questioned.  The  effects  of  a  good  éducation  hâve  not 
been  unnoticed  by  any  political  -writer  of  eminence,  from 
Aristotle  to  Adam  Smith.  Plutarch  gives  a  practical 
illustration  of  them  in  the  fate  of  the  humane  institu- 
tions of  Numa,  and  the  unnatural  institutions  of  Lycur- 
gus.     The  former  died  with  their  founder,  because  hc 
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forgot  to  train  up  youth  in  the  knowledge  and  practice 
of  them.  The  latter  survived  700  years,  because  the 
children  of  Sparta  sucked  in  a  zeal  for  them  with  their 
mother's  milk.  Hume  mentions  incidentally  that  the 
Irish  ^  had  ail  the  yices  of  a  nation  not  tamed  by  edu-> 
cation.'  The  Board  of  Education  was  intended  to 
remedy  this  evil,  but  what  hâve  they  done  ?  Teach 
the  Irish  to  read,  write,  cipher,  and  train  them  in  the 
principles  of  morality  and  religion,  as  the  Scots,  Swiss, 
and  Swedes  are  trained,  and  they  will  resemble  in  cha- 
racter  and  conduct  the  Scots,  Swiss,  and  Swedes.  But 
to  look  nearer  home.  Compare  the  children  of  your 
school  of  Orchard  Street,  previously  to  Dr  Care/s  taking 
them  in  hand,  with  the  same  children  under  his  train- 
ing  there  ;  thej  scarcely  appear  to  belong  to  the  same 
race. 

"For  the  opinions  of  Aristotle,  Plutarch,  Smith,  Til- 
lotson,  Atterbury,  &c.,  see  quotations  in  my  English 
SchooL  For  ail  this  to  the  Speaker  the  author  bas 
many  apologies  to  make.  But  when  a  man  mounts 
his  hobby,  he  forgets  every  thing  else.  I  forget  that  I 
am  writing  to  one  who  feels  as  I  do,  and  knows  far 
more  than  I  do.  Yet  what  use  is  there  in  writing  thus 
to  those  of  a  différent  description  ?  If  the  money  and 
time  expended  by  that  heterogeneous  mass,  the  Board 
of  Education  for  Ireland,  had  beèn  laid  out  in  the  actual 
instruction  of  the  children  of  that  country,  Ireland 
would  begin  to  wear  a  différent  aspect.  I  bave  the 
honour  to  be,  my  dear  sir,  with  high  esteem,  your  most 
faithful  and  obedient 

"A.  Bell." 

To  this  the  Speaker  replied — 


~^ 
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''  Kidbrooke,  Angnat  3, 1814. 

^*  My  dear  Sir, 

^  Many  thanks  for  two  letters^  which  I  shoold  bave 
acknowledged  sooner,  but  the  numberless  occapadons 
that  belong  to  the  close  of  a  session  hâve  prevented  me. 
Your  two  letters,  however,  being  duplicates,  I  hâve 
kept  one,  and  beg  leave  to  retum  the  other. 

''  Commands  for  Ireland  I  bave  none  that  yonr  own 
purposes  will  not  more  than  outrun.  But  if  yon  are 
not  provided  with  proper  letters  to  the  Irish  govem- 
ment»  I  will  send  to  your  bouse  in  London,  upon  any 
day  you  will  appoint,  a  letter  to  Mr  Peel,  and  also  to 
the  deputy  keeper  of  the  privy  seal,  Mr  Dugald  Camp- 
bell— ^the  former  of  whom  in  a  public  situation,  and  the 
latter  in  private  life,  will,  I  doubt  not,  render  you  eveiy 
service  that  you  can  need.  You  should  bave  an  intro- 
duction also  to  the  lord-lieutenant,  either  from  the 
primate,  or  from  the  secretary  of  state  for  the  home 
department  ;  and,  if  the  primate  bas  not  provided  yen 
aheady  with  such  a  letter,  I  will  désire  Lord  Sidmouth 
to  do  what  is  necessary.  I  beg  you  to  believe  me  ever, 
my  dear  sir,  most  truly  and  faithftilly  yours, 

'^  Ch.  Abbot.*' 

Dr  Belles  visit  to  Ireland  was  looked  forward  to  with 
much  interest  by  many  persons,  as  likely  to  be  produc- 
tive of  important  results.  From  the  Bishops  of  Meath 
and  Derry  be  received  letters  contadning  high  antici- 
pations of  the  benefits  which  they  hoped  would  acerae 
to  Ireland  from  the  présence  of  an  active  and  influential 
advocate  of  éducation  ;  and  it  was  now  expected  by 
the  friends  of  the  cause,  that  something  effectuai  would 
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be  done  towards  plantîng  that  system  in  the  sîster 
country,  which  had  struck  such  deep  root  and  flourished 
»o  well  in  England.  He  arrived  in  Dublin  about  the 
middle  of  Auguste  and  shortly  afterwards  wrote  to  the 
Bishop  of  Deny,  informing  him  of  the  satisfactory  pro- 
gress  which  Bamford  and  Flenley  were  making  in  the 
Foundling  Hospital  school.  "  On  every  account,"  he 
8ays,  '^  I  cannot  but  lament  your  lordship's  absence. 
This  day  I  waited  on  the  lord-lieutenant^  who  is  at 
his  country-seat,  delivered  to  him  a  private  letter  with 
which  I  was  charged  by  my  Lord  Sidmouth,  and  had 
a  most  gracions  réception.  He  regretted  that  he  had 
left  Dublin  ;  and  promised^  on  his  own  part  and  that 
pf  the  duchess^  countenance^  faveur^  and  support  to 
our  doings.  I  should  be  sorry  to  trust  the  event  to  a 
single  expérimenta  which  may  fail,  or  in  the  end  be  dc- 
feated.  Is  there  another  school  here^  such  as  Erasmus 
^mith's^  where  one  of  our  masters^  during  his  stay, 
might  make  a  simultaneous  attempt  ?  Could  a  society, 
like  the  National  Society  for  England  and  Wales^  be 
formed  in  Ireland^  where  it  is  so  much  wanted  ?  " 

To  Lord  Kenyon  he  writes — "  Every  thing  hère  is 
to  be  done.  I  bave  the  higher  powers  with  me.  But 
how  far  I  shall  go^  or  be  able  to  go,  I  cannot  say.  To- 
day I  bave  dined  with  Sir  George  Hewitt,  the  com- 
mander-in-chief.  To-morrow  I  attend  Lady  Hçwitt 
to  the  Foundling,  and  then  Sir  George  to  the  Hibernian 
school,  the  military  asylum  of  this  place.  Bamford  and 
Fleidey  bave  done  well.  I  expect  to  send  Bamford  to 
the  Hibernian  school  for  a  week  or  two,  before  he  goes 
to  Wilson*s  hospital,  where  probably  I  shaU  go.  1  was 
yesterday  at  Mrs  Latouche's.     It  would  reqnire  tîmo 

VOL.  II.  2  I 
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and  opportunities  to  get  the  new  System  into  the  fashion 
hère." 

The  Bishop  of  Derry  arrived  in  Dublin  soon  after 
he  received  Dr  Bell's  letter^  in  answering  which  he 
said^  that  ^^  he  would^  on  the  receipt  of  it^  hâve  set  off, 
but  that  he  expected  the  primate  that  day^  to  hold  bis 
Visitation  to-morrow/* 

Notwithstanding  the  £skyourable  réception  which  Dr 
Bell  met  with  in  Dublin^  he  seems  greatly  to  bave  re- 
gretted  having  left  Ryde  so  soon^  partly  on  acoount  of 
his  health,  which  had  not  been  sufficiently  re-establish* 
ed,  and  partly  because^  had  he  somewhat  delayed  his 
visita  matters  might  bave  been  fîirther  advanced  to* 
wards  the  promotion  of  the  object  he  had  in  yiew. 
To  Miss  Lind,  one  of  his  Ryde  friends^  he  writes— 
'^  I  thank  you^  my  dear  Mary^  for  ail  your  goodness 
and  kindness  to  me^  and  for  your  letter,  and  {or  your 
most  humane  protection  of  me  from  my  numerous 
tyrants.  In  spite  of  ail  we  are  doing  here^  and  go- 
ing  to  do,  I  regret  every  day,  and  every  hour  of  the 
day,  as  far  as  my  own  health,  and  comfort,  and  profit 
to  my  Ludus  Literarim,  are  concerned,  that  I  left 
Ryde.  The  tyranny,  the  luxury,  the  sobriety,  ail  cou* 
duced  to  a  good  end.  If  I  had  had  common  regard 
to  myself  and  to  my  studios,  I  should  bave  remained 
there  one  month  longer;  but,  alas!  I  am  always  a 
slave — a  willing  or  unwilling  slave — to  one  thing  or 
other  connected  with  my  A,  B,  C." 

He  had  also  written  to  the  Bishop  of  Meath  and  the 
Archbishop  of  Armagh,  soon  after  his  arrivai  in  Dublin; 
the  former  of  whom  wrote  in  reply,  urgmg  Dr  Bell 
to  visit  him»  and  expressing  bis  intention  of  going  with 
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him  to  Wilson^s  hospital,  and  also  of  accompanying 
him  on  a  scholastic  tour.  The  archbishop  also  gave 
him  an  invitation  to  visit  him  at  Armagh  Palace^  ex- 
pressings  at  the  same  time^  his  regret  that,  in  consé- 
quence of  his  being  then  engaged  on  his  Visitation^  he 
was  prevented  from  seeing  him  immediately. 

By  this  time  Sowerby,  the  new  master  for  Wilson's 
hospital^  had  arrived^  and  was  attending  the  Hibernian 
school  and  the  Foundling  hospital  for  his  improve- 
ment,  previously  to  entering  on  his  new  charge^  which 
he  was  to  do  without  delay,  accompanied  by  Bamford. 
Of  himself  Dr  Bell  writes  to  Lord  Kenyon — '^  I  go 
when  I  can,  and  if  l  can  (probably  the  middle  of  next 
week^  when  the  Bishop  of  Derry  leaves  Dublin)  to 
Ardbraccan  House,  the  Bishop  of  Meath's,  near  Navan, 
Westmeath.  Thence  with  the  archbishop  to  Wilson's, 
and  thence  I  know  not  where.  Ail  is  covered  with 
uncertainty  ;  and  ail  I  know  is^  that  I  shall  act  for  the 
best,  according  to  the  best  of  my  judgment^  as  circum- 
Btances  require  and  things  tum  ont." 

After  having  remained  in  Dubhn  a  fortnight  Dr  Bell 
proceeded  to  Ardbraccan  House,  from  whence  he  visited 
the  neighhouring  schools^  of  which  he  says,  in  writing 
to  Lord  Kenyon^  •'  that  there  are  fine  fields  open  there 
for  éducation  in  the  Charter  schools  and  Erasmus  Smith's 
schools;"  and  he  adds^  ^^  Nothing  seems  wanting  but 
a  new  order  of  books^  a  right  System  of  reading  and 
learning  them^  and  a  visiter  to  see  it  done^  and  a  new 
mode  of  pubhc  examinations^  which  at  présent  consists^ 
as  usual,  in  only  rehearsing  the  Catechism.  Thèse 
schools  are  scattered  over  the  island^  and  could  be  remo- 
delled  at  no  expense.  The  saving  in  books  would  go 
a  great  way.     But  will  what  is  so  simple  and  easy  be 
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doue  f     It  would  need  a  résidence  in  Ireland^  and  sec- 
ing  it  followed  up/* 

The  primate^  it  appears^  was  to  be  at  Ardbraccan 
Hoase  on  the  6th  of  September^  and  on  the  day  follow- 
ing  was  to  hold  his  triennial  visitation  at  Navan^  two 
mUes  distant,  where  Dr  Bell  purposed  attending  him  ; 
and  on  the  8th  it  was  arranged  that  they  shonld  go  to 
Wilson's  hospital.  Herc  Dr  Bell  remained  some  days, 
having  accepted  an  invitation  from  Lord  Sunderlin, 
whose  seat  was  in  the  immédiate  neighbourhood,  from 
whence  he  writes  to  Lord  Kenyon,  giving  a  lavourable 
report  of  his  proceedings.  **  Om:  progress,"  he  says, 
"  seems  rapid  beyond  example*  Hère  I  hâve  every 
advantage^  being  invested  by  the  primate  with  full 
power  to  do  as  I  think  fit.**  In  this  letter  he  states 
his  intention  of  retuming  shortly  to  Ardbraccan  House^ 
and  from  thence,  afrer  a  day  or  two^  of  proceeding  to 
Armagh. 

In  another  letter  to  Mr  Disney,  about  this  time,  he 
writes  thus  respecting  Wilson*s  hospital — '^  There  is 
every  thing  hère  to  strike  the  mind  and  touch  the  heart. 
The  magnificence  of  the  building,  the  commanding  situa- 
tion, the  lough  under  the  eye,  with  the  mountains  ter- 
minating  the  prospect.  The  union  of  the  aged  and  the 
young — the  refiige  of  the  infirmities  and  misfortunes  of 
life — and  the  provision  to  guard,  as  far  as  human  wîs- 
dom  can  guard,  against  the  vices  and  wants  which  arise 
from  bad  éducation.  Add  to  thèse  the  greatness  of  the 
revenue,  and,  above  ail,  the  immensity  and  the  impor- 
tance of  the  objeci  to  which  the  funds  are  now  to  be 
directed. 

"  Placed  in  such  a  situation,  invested  with  full 
powcrs,    by   tho   primate  and  the  bishop,    to  act   as 
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I  see  fit^  it  was  impossible  not  to  feel  a  more  than 
usual  ijlterest  in  the  task  which  was  hère  assigned  to 
tne.  It  was  impossible  not  to  look  back  with  deep 
regret  to  the  neglect  and  abuses  which^  under  the  late 
superintendent^  had  been  suffered  to  prevail  at  this  hos- 
pital — the  -misérable  state  of  the  éducation  of  the  youth^ 
and  the  terrible  severity  of  the  discipline,  which  drove 
the  children  to  run  away  from  the  place.  Scarcely 
had  the  institution  time  to  recover  from  thèse  evils, 
under  the  wise  and  able  administration  of  the  présent 
superintendent,  when  I  hâve  it  in  charge  to  introduce 
the  new  System  of  éducation,  with  a  view  to  render  this 
institution  a  nursery  of  schoolmasters,  to  disseminato 
moral  and  religions  instruction,  useful  knowledge,  and 
habits  of  industry  and  activity  over  the  kingdom/* 

Having  retumed  from  Lord  Sunderlin's  to  Ard- 
braccan  House,  he  remained  some  days,  and,  while 
there,  received  a  very  gratifying  communication  from 
Dublin.  Immediately  after  his  departure  from  that  city, 
a  meeting  was  held  at  the  Foundling  Hospital,  and  the 
following  resolution  was  passed — 

"  That  the  cordial  thanks  of  the  govemors  are  due 
to  the  Rey.  Dr  Bell  for  the  assistance  'he  bas  so  zeal- 
ously  and  uniformly  afforded  them  in  their  design  of 
introducing  the  Madras  System  of  éducation  into  this 
hospital,  and  particularly  for  his  having  visited  the  insti- 
tution, and  lent  his  personal  aid  in  carrying  the  design 
into  effect. 

'*  By  order, 

'^A.  Baillib,  Reg." 

This  was  accompanied  by  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
obligations  of  the  hospitsJ  to  the  National  Society^ 
which  ran  thus — 


^ 
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^^  Resolved,  that  the  Rev.  Dr  Bell  be  requested  to 
convey  to  the  committee  of  the  National  Society  for 
promoting  the  éducation  of  the  poor  in  the  principles  of 
the  EstabUshed  Church^  the  high  sensé  they  entert^n 
of  the  noble  design  in  which  they  are  engaged,  and 
their  thanks  for  the  prompt  and  libéral  disposition  they 
hâve  manifested,  to  co-operate  with  the  govemors  in 
their  endeavours  to  extend  the  benefits  of  the  Madras 
System  to  the  children  of  this  institution. 

'^  Resolved,  that  the  govemors  are  particularly  sensi- 
ble of  the  kindness  manifested  towards  them,  in  allow- 
ing  Mr  Bamford  to  assist  in  the  formation  of  their 
school  ;  and  they  trust  they  will  expérience  the  con- 
tinued  co-operation  of  the  committee  of  the  National 
Society,  tiU  the  plan  shall  hâve  been  carried  into  full 
effect, 

*^  By  order, 

''A.  Baillie,  Reg." 

In  the  letter  which  inclosed  thèse  résolutions,  he  was 
informed  that  Mr  Flenley  had  been  appointed  superin- 
tendent  of  the  maie  schools,  with  an  annual  salary  of 
^80;  and  £20  additional  at  the  end  of  every  year, 
in  the  event  of  bis  school  being  approved  by  a  visiter 
appointed  by  the  committee  of  the  National  Society. 
They  had  also  voted  him  £20,  in  considération  of  the 
expenses  of  bis  removal,  &c.  £50  was  also  voted  to 
Mr  Bamford,  as  a  remimeration  for  bis  services  and 
expenses." 

Having  left  Ardbraccan  House,  Dr  Bell  proceeded 
to  the  primate*s  at  Armagh,  and,  having  remained  there 
upwards  of  a  week,  accompanied  hîs  grâce  to  Wilson's 
liospital,  where  the  Bishop  of  Meath  was  to  bave  met 
them,  but  was  prcventcd  by  a  sudden  attack  of  illness. 
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From  hence  he  went  to  Dublin,  where  we  find  him 
"writing  as  follows  concernîng  Wilson's  hospital^  (of 
vhîch  Sowerby  had  now  been  finally  appointed  master,} 
to  the  Rev.  Mr  Browne^  the  superintendent  : — 

^^  It  is  a  grievous  mortification  to  me^  that  I  was  at 
last  hurried  off  fi*oni  you  without  a  full  conversation  on 
the  important  arrangements  which  ought  to  foUow  the 
setting  up  of  our  machine.  I  am  most  thankAil  to  you 
for  your  able  and  zeaJous  co-operation.  Much  has  been 
done^  but  much  remains  to  be  done.  The  foundation 
is  well  laid,  but  the  structure  remains  to  be  erected. 
In  this  work  I  look  to  you  as  the  future  benefactor  of 
your  country.  I  am  confident  you  will  leave  a  mémo- 
rial of  your  name  in  the  hearts  of  your  disciples  ;  and  I 
trust  that  your  gratefiil  country  will  duly  avail  itself  of 
the  means  of  improvement  which  you  shall  put  into  its 
hands.  The  foUowing  is  the  principal  measure  which 
I  meant  to  haye  recommended  to  your  adoption  ;  it 
has  the  sanction  of  my  lord  primate,  and  has  been  often 
practised  with  entire  success.  By  its  means  £20  a- 
year  will  go  fitrther  than  £200  would  in  salaries  tO 
regular  ushers,  &c.  Select  firom  among  the  boys  an 
usher  and  sub-usher,  and  giye  them,  as  well  as  your 
teachers,  including  assistant  teachers,  not  a  regular 
salary,  for  this  will  not  produce  the  same  effect,  but, 
according  to  their  performance  and  the  resuit,  a  weekly 
aUowance,  the  greater  part  to  be  entered  in  a  fund- 
book,  and  to  be  paid  to  them  on  their  being  bound  out 
or  afterwards,  and  the  lesser  to  be  given  tbem  in  hand. 
The  proportions  you  can  best  judge!  The  primate 
thinks,  justly,  that  the  less  the  proportion  of  the  latter 
to  the  former,  the  betten  At  the  same  time,  it  must 
be  oonfessedy  that  if  a  distant  reward  be  not  a  sufficient 
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inducement  to  zéal  and  diligence^  bo  much  niust  bé 
given  for  the  présent  as  is  found  requisîte  to  create  the 

most  active  and  successful  exertion 

"  To  ensure  to  you  the  cordial  and  zealous  services  of 
the  master  of  the  school  also,  it  is  considered  by  the 
lord  primate  and  by  myself^  essential  that  his  situation 
be  rendered  as  comfortable  as  can  be,  consistent  with 
the  duties  which  he  has  to  perform,  and  indispensably 
call  for  his  personal  attendance.  The  offices  of  the 
master  of  such  a  school  as  Wilson's^  are  far  more  labo- 
rious^  and  require  doser  confinement^  than  those  of 
our  English  schools.  Add  to  this^  that  he  is  eut  off 
fi-om^his  friends,  and,  in  a  degree,  from  ail  society, 
and  even  the  converse  of  any  person  in  his  own  station. 
Under  such  circumstances,  he  may  sink  into  discontent 
and  lethargy.  Verbum  sot.  If  you  see  matters  as  the 
primate  does  and  I  do,  you  will  act  as  your  expéri- 
ence on  the  spot,  your  discrétion,  and  your  feeling 
direct."     .... 

To  this  Mr  Browne  replied,  expressing  his  full  in- 
tention of  carrying  Dr  Bell's  wishes  into  effect,  and 
giving  a  very  favourable  report  of  the  school.  Thèse 
promises  were  realized,  and  the  resuit  was  commen- 
surate  with  the  labour  that  had  been  bestowed  by  Dr 
Bell  and  others  on  this  institution,  which  ever  after- 
wards  was  reported  to  bave  afforded  an  admirable 
example  of  the  System.  In  ail  M r  Browne's  subséquent 
letters  to  Dr  Bell,  Mr  Sowerby  is  represented  as  an 
able  and  highly  meritorious  master. 

Of  Dr  Bell'g  visit  to  Dublin,  there  are  scarcely  any 
particulars  among  his  papers.  He  seems  to  bave  met 
with  some  opposition  in  the  Foundling  Hospital  ;  but 
this  did  not  ultimately  prevent  the  introduction  of  the 
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System^  through  Mr  Flenley's  exertioos^  who  discharged 
his  duties  as  master  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner. 

During  this  visit,  he  had  an  interview  with  Mr 
(now  Sir  Robert)  Peel,  then  secretary  for  Ireland^  to 
which,  however,  we  do  not  find  any  further  allusion 
than  is  contained  in  the  foUowing  letter  written  to  him 
on  that  occasion  : — 

•«Dublin,  October  1814. 

*^  Dr  Bell  will  hâve  the  honour  of  attending  Mr  Peel, 
as  desired,  this  day  at  three  o'clock.  To-morrow  he 
meets  the  governors  of  the  House  of  Industry  at  ele« 
ven,  and  proceeds  thence  to  take  leave  of  the  lord- 
lieutenant 

''  Dr  Bell  requests  that  Mr  Peel  will  cast  his  eye 
over  the  accompanying  papers. 

'^  Dr  Bell  was  desired,  by  the  primate,  five  or  six 
years  ago,  to  visit  Ireland,  and  he  has  had  numberless 
invitations  from  individuals  both  before  and  since.  But 
he  saw  no  footing  on  which  to  stand,  and  he  thought  it 
wiser  not  to  attempt  the  introduction  of  the  new  Sys- 
tem into  Ireland,  than  to  fail  in  the  attempt.  At  last 
two  openings  were  offîcially  presented  in  two  of  the 
institutions  of  this  country  ;  and  though  one  of  them, 
and  that  one  as  a  model  school,  important  to  the  sal- 
vation  of  this  distracted  country,  is  hkely  to  fail,  from 
causes  which  may  perhaps  be  better  known  to  Mr 
Peel  than  to  Dr  Bell,  yet  the  other,  he  trusts,  will  not 
disappoint  his  expectations,  but  it  is  remote  from 
view.  Mr  Peel  will  form  an  idea  of  it  from  an  accom- 
panying copy  of  a  letter  written  by  command  of  the 
primate. 

'^  Dr  Bell  is  fuUy  sensible  of  the  countenance  and 
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support  of  the  heads  of  the  Churcb  and  State  ber^  as 
well  as  in  England. 

^'  As  to  the  éducation  of  the  Protestant  ([and  even- 
tuallj  of  the  Gatholic^  of  which  nothing  is  said  hère) 
population  of  the  country,  the  public  institutions,  the 
noble  endowments  of  individuals  in  the  hands  of  the 
State^  the  liberality  of  Parliament^  and  of  thèse  most 
especially  the  Charter  and  £rasmus  Smith's  schools, 
several  of  which  Dr  B.  bas  visited  by  commande  pré- 
sent facilities  which  no  other  country  ever  possessed, 

^^  One  of  the  obstacles  to  the  establishment  of  the 
schools  of  the  ^'  National  Society  for  the  Education  of 
the  Poor"  in  England,  of  which  Dr  Bell  is  snperin* 
tendent,  arose  from  the  want  of  funds.  But  a  fer 
greater  obstacle  appears  to  présent  itself  in  this  coun- 
try, from  the  superabundance  of  funds,  more  than  suf- 
ficient,  if  rightly  directed,  and  rendered  efficient  to  the 
purposes  for  which  they  were,  and  are,  given.  There, 
Government  bave  given  nothing  (except  in  the 
army)  but  their  patronage,  countenance,  and  faveur. 
Hère,  Government  bave  been  libéral  beyond  what  is 
wanted.  Hl-lated  country,  where  such  gênerons  dona- 
tions bave  been,  and  are,  so  misappUed!  Unhappy 
country,  where  the  most  powerful  and  effectuai  means 
of  its  civilization,its  good  morals,and  industrious  habits, 
are  often  employed  as  an  effectuai  bar  to  thèse  ends  ! 
Unhappy  country,  where  enquiries  by  boards  terminate 
in  reports  and  waste  of  paper  and  money^  and  (^what 
is  far  more  precious  in  this  country)  time,  and  not  in 
actual  reform  or  efficient  measures  !  Unhappy  coun- 
try, where  the  sums  destined  for  its  émancipation  from 
ignorance,  and  its  attendant  disorders  and  vices,  are 
pften  employed  to  rivet  its  fetters  !    •    •    •    •     Dr  B. 
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wîU  remain  hère  for  a  day  or  two  longer,  îf  he  could 
attend  Mr  Peel  to  Wilson's  hospîtal.  But  if  thîs  be 
too  distant,  and  Mr  Peel  will  allow  Dr  B.  to  attend 
him  to  one  of  the  schools  in  Dublin,  where  the  new 
machine  is  attempted  to  be  introduced,  he  will  see 
enough  to  satisfy  him  of  the  value  of  the  instrument 
now  proffered  for  the  émancipation  from  ignorance  and 
the  idle  disorderly  habits  of  this  unfortunate  country." 
Nothing  ftirther  appears  on  this  subject;  but  we  find, 
Irom  some  notes  of  Mr  Bamford,  made  at  this  time, 
that  Mr  Peel  ultimately  visited  the  Foundling  Hospital 
with  Dr  Bell,  who  shortly  aftenrards  left  Dublin  for 
Bangor,  from  whence  he  went  to  Chester,  where  he 
remained  a  few  days,  and  then  proceeded  to  Liverpool. 
Hère  he  remained  until  the  end  of  the  month,  (Octo- 
ber,)  and  during  his  stay  received,  through  Lord 
Kenyon,  some  valuable  information  from  Dr  Marsh, 
respecting  an  early  édition  of  Lily's  Latin  Grammar, 
in  answer  to  some  enquiries  he  had  made.  The  letter 
containing  this  information  will  be  found  in  the  cor- 
respondence. 
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George  Dempeter^  Eeq^  to  Dr  Bell. 

Skibo,  Augost  7, 1797. 

My  dear  Sîr, 

I  heartily  wîsh  you  joy.  I  consîdered  your  appli- 
cation as  quite  fruitless  ;  but  you  hâve  given  a  strong 
proof  of  the  truth  of  the  school  adage — "iVt/  tant  diffi^ 
cile,^*  &c.  Our  stay  is  so  precarious,  that  I  would  by 
no  means  bave  you  to  take  tbe  trouble  of  coming  this 
length  for  so  short  a  stay.  This  paradise  merits  being 
viewed  at  leisure  ;  and  when  the  minds  of  its  inhabi- 
tants are  in  a  suitable  mood^  and  in  unison  with  the 
beauty  of  the  place,  we  begin  already  to  be  on  the  fidget* 
Some  of  us  retum  by  water  ;  some  by  land.  Ourselves 
and  baggage  make  a  caravan,  as  difficult  to  be  put  in 
motion  as  an  Indian  army* 

You  are  now  a  very  rich  man.  There  îs  a  little  obli- 
gation you  can  confer,  which  will  be  very  gratefîil  to 
your  captain^  and  will  ultimately  cost  you  little  or  no- 
thing.  We  are  making  a  seaport  town  here^calledBalnoe^ 
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or  Anglicè  Newton,  in  the  firth  of  Dornoch  ;  a  fine 
harbour,  and  the  more  precîons  tliat  it  is  the  only  one  îb 
the  country.  We  hâve  established  a  lîttle  linen  manu- 
facture there,  and  we  want  weavers'  houses.  The  truth 
is,  this  charming  towu  has  but  three  houses  in  it,  nearly 
one  for  every  year  of  its  âge.  About  £50  sterling  will 
build  two  more,  for  which  a  rent,  from  four  and  a  half, 
four,  or  perhaps  five  per  cent,  for  the  money,  will  be  re- 
ceived.  To  the  above  extent  I  would  hâve  you  to  go  in 
becoming  a  landed  proprietor  in  Sutherland.  A  lot  will 
be  feued  to  you,  and  the  house  built,  ail  without  giving 
you  any  further  trouble.  It  is  part  of  the  plan  that  you 
should  give  a  power  tô  a  frierid  hère  to  séll  those  houses, 
whenever  a  purchaser  offers;  with  the  money  more 
houses  would  be  built  ;  and  so  on,  toties  quoiies.  You 
do  not  know  what  size  your  £60,  with  that  of  a  few 
more  friendsto  whom  we meah  to  apply,  may raise  thia 
town.  From  a  town  it  may  become  a  city,  and  the 
emporium  of  the  north — the  future  mart  of  the  com- 
merce of  Europe.  It  is  in  your  own  way  too  :  it  is 
helping  to  improve  an  infant  town,  Unless  your  heart 
goes  kindly  to  the  work,  don't  undertake  it.  You  hâve 
fiiU  conviction  that  neither  of  us  look  for,  or  expect,  any 
retum  of  any  kind,  but  good-will  for  the  trifling  fet- 
vours  which  chance  has  put  it  in  our  way  to  confer  on 
you 
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CapUàn  Wighi  U>  Dr  BeU. 


Ormiston,  Tueaday  eyening, 
29th  Ang.  1797. 

My  dear  Frîend, 

I  sit  down^  now  tired  as  I  am^  to  answer  jours  of 
this  date^  because  I  shall  bave  no  opportunîty  of  doîng 
it  to-morrow.     I  was  awaked   tbis  moming  at  four 
o'clock  by  a  message  from  tbe  lord-lieutenant^  desiring 
me  to  send  my  troop  to  Haddington,  to  attend  tbe 
exécution  of  tbe  militia  bill  tbere^  wbile  I  was  myself 
to  repair  directly  to  St  Germains^  to  concert  witb  Mr 
Andersen  and  otbers  wbat  was  necessary  to  be  done 
previous  to  assembling  our  own  subdivision  meeting 
this  day  at  Tranent.     Soon  after  eleven  o'clock  tbe 
deputy-lieutenants  (Mr  Andersen^   Mr  Cadell^   Mr 
Gray,  and  myself)  proceeded  from  St  Germains  to 
Tranent,   escorted  by  twenty-four  drageons  of  tbe 
Cinque-port  cavalry,  and  Mr  Anderson's  troop  of  yeo- 
manry  ;  two  troops  from  Musselburgb  camp  met  us  at 
Tranent.     We  knew  beforeband  tbat  tbe  utmost  acti- 
yity  had  been  used  tbrougbout  tbe  six  populous  parisbes 
of  our  subdivision  to  coUect  tbe  body  of  tbe  people 
togetber,  for  tbe  purpose  of  forcibly  preventing  tbe  exé- 
cution of  tbe  law,  most  of  tbe  scboolmasters  baving 
been  already  mobbed  and  rifled  of  tbeir  papers^  and  ail 
of  tbem  violently  and  openly  tbreatened.    As  we  pro- 
ceeded into  Tranent,  tbe  most  unequivocal  proofe  of  a 
fixed  design  to  obstruct  our  proceedings  appeared.  The 
drageons  were  posted  in  tbe  street  of  Tranent  in  two 
parties,  each  at  some  little  distance  from  tbe  bouse  of 
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our  meeting.  The  women  were  at  first  most  forward 
-^clamorous  with  their  tongues^  and  throwing  Btones. 
Notwithstanding  this  we  went  on  with  our  bosiness, 
and  had  nearly  got  through  three  parishes,  when  a  péti- 
tion from  Frestonpans^signed  as  s^round-roUn  by  twenly 
or  thirty  people,  was  delivered  in  by  a  sort  of  half-idiot. 
It  was  perfect  sédition  from  beginning  to  end^sayîng  that 
tbeymianimously  disapproved  of  the  militia  bill,  and  were 
United  to  obtain  its  repeal;  and  that^  if  the  meeting 
attempted  to  put  the  law  in  exécution^  the  petition- 
ers  would  use  force  against  us.  We  were  about  to 
commît  the  man  who  delivered  the  paper,  at  which  he 
was  greatly  terrified^  dedarîng  that  he  knew  nothing 
about  its  contents^  and  named  the  persons  who  put  it 
into  his  hands.  After  severely  reprimanding  this  man^ 
we  dismissed  him  for  the  time  ;  but  soon  afber  this  the 
body  of  the  women  suddenly  disappeared,  a  symptom 
which  we  understood:  a  furious  aâsault  was  made  on' 
our  house^  on  both  sîdes,  by  the  men,  (chiefly  colliers^) 
who  battered  the  wîndows  with  stones,  and  endearoured 
to  force  în  upon  us.  After  vain  endeavours  to  prevail 
on  them  to  desist^  in  doing  which  we  were  like  to  be 
stoned  to  death^  the  drageons  were  employed.  At  first 
they  scoured  the  streets  with  their  swords  drawn  ;  but 
that  produced  no  effect,  for  the  rabble  fell  back  into  the 
doors  and  narrow  lanes,  and  from  thèse  poured  volleys 
of  large  stones  upon  the  drageons  as  they  passed^  and 
did  net  cease  to  batter  our  house  of  meeting,  whidi 
was  directly  opposite  to  two  narrow  entries.  Some  of 
the  rioters  mounted  the  tops  of  houses  to  throw  huge 
stones  into  the  street.  The  drageons^  one  of  whom 
was  by  this  time  mortally  wounded^  and  many  others 
severely  bruised^  next  took  to  their  pistols  ;  afterwaids 
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a  party  were  brotight  behind  the  house^  some  of  whom 
were  ordered  to  dismount  and  use  their  carbines.     Af- 
ter  a  tedious  and  incessant  conflict  for  more  than  an 
hour,  in  which  sevrai  of  the  mob^  both  men  and  women, 
were  killed^  and  many  wounded^   the   streets  were 
nearly  cleared.     At  this  time  th^  deputy-lieutenants 
came  down  into  the  street  with  a  view  of  re-establish- 
în^  order,  when  several  of  the  rioters  came  out  of  their 
retreats^  particularly   one  man  whom   I  knew,  and 
whom  we  had  ail  seen  acting  as  a  leader  :  an  attempt 
was  made  to  seize  him.     I  was  nearest  to  him^  and 
chased  him  into  a  court-yard,  followed  by  my  brother 
deputies  and  several  constables.     On  getting  into  the 
yard  the  fellow  found  himself  among  his  friends,  when 
he  tumed  upon  me,  and,  as  I  was  endeavouring  to  col- 
lar  him,  he  struck  me  a  good  blow  on  the  head  with  his 
bludgeon.   Mr  Cadell,  who  was  at  my  elbow,  instantly 
knod^ed  him  down,  as  he  did  two  or  three  more,  and 
the  constables  were,  several  of  them,  very  active.    The 
drageons  arrived  instantly,  when  we  secured  those  we 
found  in  this  yard.     After  this  the  rabble  made  no 
further  oflfensive  efforts  ;  and  the  drageons,  who  were 
indefatigable,  scoured  ail  quarters  in  and  about  the 
village,  and  made  many  prisoners.     About  this  time 
Mr  Andersen,  who   thought  that  no  more  business 
could  be  transacted  that  day,  was  prevailed  on  by  his 
brother-in-law,  Captain  Finlay,  to  ride  towards  Mus- 
selburgh.     After  the  enemy  had  been  subdued  and 
silence  restored,   as  a  proof  of  our  victory  the  three 
remaining  deputy-lieutenants  re-assembled,  and  pro- 
ceeded  again  to  business,  when  the  whole  of  the  remain- 
ing lists  were  gone  through  in  the  most  regular  manner. 
We  next  made  a  minute,  narrating  the  particulars  of 
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the  assault  and  interruption,  and  their  conséquences; 
inserted  the  names  of  the  prisonerB^  (thirty-four  men^ 
two  women;}  and  sent  them  off^  escorted  by  the  dra- 
goons^  to  be  confined  in  the  county  jail  until  to  mor- 
row^  when  a  precognition  is  to  be  taken.  I  must,  of 
course^  attend  at  Haddington  upon  that  business,  and 
when^  or  how  soon^  the  whole  can  be  concluded  I  do 
not  know.  You  will  readily  perçoive  that  at  présent  I 
cannot  command  my  own  time,  consequently  cannot 
fix  any  thing  about  a  journey  to  Annandale.  The  coun- 
try  is  in  much  agitation,  but  I  believe  completely  sub- 
dued,  and  that  we  shall  hare  no  more  riots  hère  on  the 
score  of  militia  biUs.  I  lost  my  spectacles  in  the  souffle, 
and  was  afterwards  robbed  of  my  great-coat,  which  had 

been  left  at  the  inn How  many  of  tbese  foolish 

people  bave  been  killed  in  this  a£&ay,  I  do  not  know. 
One  report  says  nine,  another  says  twenty-four.  Their 
treatment  of  the  soldiers  was  such  as  to  render  the  lat- 
ter  furious  and  implacable. 


rV.  C.  Ja(Aê(mj  Esq^  to  Dr  Bell 

Ramoad,  8tfa  December  17S7 

My  dear  Doctor, 

This  is  the  third  letter  I  bave  written  to  you  since 
your  departure  from  Madras.  Yesterday  I  had  the 
satisfaction  of  receiving  yours  of  the  15th  of  ApriL  It 
was  with  no  small  gratification  that  I  read  the  last 
paragraph  relating   to  Mrs  Jackson.      Her  conduct 
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throughout  bas  been  equal  to  my  best  hopes,  and  I 
shall  soon  begin  to  make  préparations  for  my  retum  to 
England.  I  think  to  be  there  in  1799  ;  for  I  begin 
now  to  see  the  folly  of  overgrown  wealtb^  and  am 
resolved  to  be  satisfied  with  what  I  sball  bave  at  tbe 
expiration  of  the  next  year  ;  which,  though  it  will  not 
enable  me  to  indulge  in  the  luxuiy  and  dissipation  of 
the  times^  will  still  afford  ail  that  a  rational  man  could 
"wish  to  enjoy,  The  cloud  that  is  suspended  over 
Europe  makes  me  tremble  for  what  is  to  corne  ;  and 
whilst  I  talk  of  enjoyment  and  comfort^  at  the  end  of 
two  years^  in  my  native  country,  I  may  behold  her 
distracted  with  civil  contentions,  and  perhaps  at  the 
mercy  of  an  implacable  and  bloody  foe.  The  unhappy 
spirit  which  prevails  amongst  our  seamen,  the  over- 
whelming  debt  of  the  nation,  and  the  internai  enemies 
we  bave  to  combat,  added  to  the  misérable  state  of 
Ireland,  portend  calamities  of  the  most  alarming  natm*e. 
Thèse  of  themselves  sufficiently  darken  the  prospect. 
But  when  we  consider  the  ambition  of  France,  the 
wide-spreading  dévastation  which  her  principles  bave 
occasioned,  and  the  influence  which  she  now  commands 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  of  Europe  to  the  other, 
6od  only  knows  where  the  mischief  will  terminate.  I 
am,  however,  glad  to  see  that  the  présent  administra- 
tion stands  firm  ;  and  that  Mr  Grey's  dangerous  mo- 
tion, of  the  26th  May,  for  a  reform  of  Parliamept,  was 
lost  by  a  great  majority.  Had  it  been  carried,  it  would, 
in  my  mind,  bave  been  rapidly  foUowed  by  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  constitution.     But  enough  of  this. 

I  got  to  this  place,  as  I  told  you  in  my  last,  early  in 
the  month  of  March;  and  I  do  not  repent  the  exchange 
I  hâve  made.     Hère  I  am  my  own  master,  free  in  tl^e 
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exercise  of  my  own  judgment^  and  neither  an  abettor^ 
promoter,  nor  observer  of  any  great  public  measore.  I 
hear  little  of  what  is  going  forward,  and  I  do  not  regret 
it.  My  time  is  happily  divided  between  business, 
amusement,  and  study;  and  I  hâve  not  had  less  of 
approbation  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties  as  a  collecter, 
than  what  fell  to  my  lot  as  a  secretary. 

I  trust  you  hâve  no  intention  of  taking  up  your  rési- 
dence for  good  and  ail  in  Scotland.  One  of  my  higfaest 
pleasures  vrould  be  in  having  you  for  a  neighbour,  as  I 
hâve  you  for  a  friend  ;  and  I  hope,  therefore,  you  wiD 
give  due  considération  to  the  very  w^ise  proposition  sub- 
mitted  to  you  by  my  wife,  and  to  which  her  husband 
most  heartily  accèdes. 

I  should  hâve  been  glad  to  bave  had  it  in  my  power 
to  bave  said  something  to  you  on  the  subject  of  the 
Maie  Asylum  ;  but  I  now  know  nothing  of  it.  May 
the  attempt  you  are  making  to  obtain  a  just  rémunéra- 
tion for  your  services,  be  attended  with  success  ! 

Old  A R bas  at  length  quitted  this  mortal 

scène,  to  the  manifest  satisfaction  of  the  worshipiul 
mayor  and  worthy  aldermen  of  Madras,  and  I  believe 
\vithout  the  regret  of  any  honest  man. 

The  report  is  current  in  India  that  Lord  Hobart  is 
to  bave  the  suprême  chair,  and  that  Lord  Momington 
is  to  succeed  him  at  Madras. 

Adieu,  my  worthy  friend,  &c. 
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General  JEloyd  to  Dr  Bell. 


Chalk  Farm,  near  Bromlej,  Kent» 
March  13,  18Q2. 

My  dear  Bell^ 

Your  letter  of  the  6th  soothes  and  gratifies,  and 
does  me  far  more  good  than  any  attempt  to  oonvey 
consolation.  As  to  philosophy,  if  I  had  any,  it  îs  of 
no  avail.  The  tears  will  floir  where  the  affections  are 
deeply  wounded.  After  a  considérable  period  of  tran- 
quillity,  I  was  yesterday  thrown  into  an  agony  of  grief 
for  some  hours,  by  accidentally  meeting  with  a  trifling 
parcel,  that  brought  on  a  most  distressing  chain  of 
thought.  The  children,  seeing  my  distress,  came  to 
comfort  me;  but  Miranda,  with  extraordinary  good 
sensé,  observing  their  assiduity  had  an  opposite  efiect^ 
immediately  took  them  away,  and  shut  the  door;  and 
at  some  time  after  came  and  tapped  at  it,  and  asked 
admittance  alone.     .     •     . 

The  melancholy  office  I  mentioned  to  you,  on  which 
occasion  I  should  bave  been  happy  to  hâve  had  your 
assistance,  and  which,  perhaps,  is  not  yet  too  late — so 
dilatory  is  the  workman — ^is  an  epitaph.  Unskilled  in 
such  matters,  and  not  satisfied  with  the  ordinary  style, 
I  sent  a  paper  to  the  operator,  of  which  I  enclose  a 
copy,  and  beg  the  faveur  of  you  to  correct,  or  alter,  or 
give  me  something  entirely  of  your  own — and  soon. 

The  narrative  is  but  too  true.  The  materials,  a 
white  marble  oval,  in  a  square  of  grey  marble,  for  a 
wall  or  a  pillar.  At  top,  a  bunch  of  roses  ;  at  bottom, 
a  bunch  of  myrtle. 


n 
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The  Rev.  Dr  Sandford  to  Dr  BelL 

Edinburgb,  January  18,  1805. 

DearSir, 

Our  excellent  fiîend  Mrs  Dirom  flatters  me  tliat 
you  will  nat  nnwillinglj  receive  a  letter  from  me^  and 
some  of  our  clérical  news  from  the  north.  I  am  happj, 
therefore^  in  bringing  myself  to  the  recollection  of  a  man 
whom  I  respect  and  esteem. 

The  enclosed  little  paper  will  show  you  the  part 
which  I  hâve  taken  in  promoting  an  eyent^  which  is  so 
important  to  our  comfort  and  édification^  as  the  union 
of  Episeopalians  in  this  country  into  one  body^  under 
their  legitimate  and  proper  govemors.  I  had  ever  oon- 
sidered  the  political  objections  which  had  been  made 
to  this  union,  as  done  away  by  the  praying  for  the 
reigning  family  by  name,  which  has  been  long  prac- 
tised  in  the  Episcopal  Ghurch  of  Scotland  ;  and  there- 
fore,  as  soon  as  the  bishops  and  clergy  of  this  Church, 
by  their  subscription  to  the  thirty-nine  articles  of  the 
United  Ghurch  of  England  and  Ireland,  removed  the 
only  hinderance  which,  in  my  opinion,  existed  to  our 
uniting,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  corne  forward,  and 
submit  myself  and  my  congrégation  to  the  spiritual 
superintendence  of  the  primus,  who  is  at  présent  our 
diocesan. 

What  I  hâve  done  has,  I  am  most  happy  to  say, 
been  unanimously  approved  by  my  congrégation  ;  and 
I  hâve  good  reason  to  believe  that,  in  no  long  period, 
the  congrégation  of  the  Cowgate  chapel  will  foUow 
our  example.     The  clergyman  who  has  St  George's 
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chapel  is^  I  am  informed,  averse  to  the  measure  ;  but 
he  is  80  irregular  in  many  of  his  practices^  that  I  can- 
not  Imagine  that  his  example  will  hâve  much  weight. 

When  the  convocation  at  Lawrencekirk  had  finished 
their  business^  they  appointed  the  primus  Bishop  Skin- 
ner^  at  Aberdeen^  to  commmiicate  an  account  of  what 
had  been  done  to  the  Bench  of  Bishops  in  England  and 
Ireland;  and,  from  many  of  those  prelates,  he  has 
ahready  received  the  most  satisfactory  repUes  to  his 
letter.  I  mention  also,  with  great  pleasure,  that  I  hâve 
had  two  letters  from  the  Bishop  of  St  David's,  (Dr  Bmr 
gess,)  highly  commending  my  conduct  ;  and  I  hâve 
testimonies  to  this  purpose  also,  from  some  of  the  most 
leamed  and  respectable  men  in  the  chm*ch  in  England, 
particularly  from  Mr  Daubeny,  whose  name  no  church- 
man  pronounces  without  the  utmost  respect. 

I  am  glad  to  tell  you  that  our  worthy  friend,  Mr 
Alison,  is  recovering  happily  from  his  late  dangerous 
illness.  I  was  much  delîghted  at  seeing  him  the  other 
day  :  though  much  reduced  in  flesh,  he  is  not  so  thin 
as  I  had  been  taught  to  expect.  He  is  not  able  to 
exert  himself  in  the  pulpit,  and  it  may  be  a  good  while 
before  he  ventures  on  so  great  a  trial  as  preaching  in 
the  Cowgate.  The  pulpit  there  is  still  in  the  hands  of 
Moyes,  assisted  by  occasional  clergy,  as  no  person  is 
yet  appointed  to  the  vacancy.  Moyes,  I  am  told,  is 
very  much  displeased  with  my  union  with  the  Scotch 
Episcopal  Church.  But  as  I  never  was  more  con- 
vinced  of  any  thing  in  my  life,  than  of  the  propriety  of 
my  conduct  in  this  matter,  I  am  not  hurt  at  his  dis- 
pleasure,  nor  that  of  any  body  else. 

Of  myself  and  my  concems  I  hâve  little  to  say.  I 
am  délicate  in  health,  as  uBual  ;  but,  thank  God,  am 
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able  to  do  my  duty^  and  every  day  find  more  satîs&c- 
tion  in  it.  Mrs  Sandford  and  her  seven  children  are 
well.  We  are  removed  into  a  house^  in  the  new  buOd- 
ings  opposite  to  Queen  Street,  which  we  are  mudi 
pleased  with,  and  where  it  would  give  me  very  great 
pleasure  to  hâve  an  opportunity  of  assuring  you,  in 
person,  how  truly  I  am^  my  dear  sir,  your  very  faitliful 
and  humble  servant. 


John  Mackenzie^  Esq,,  to  Dr  BelL 

Durham,  20th  November  1805. 

Révérend  Sir, 

The  account  of  your  (say  successful)  experiment 
made  in  éducation  fell  into  my  hands  last  spring.  I 
was  quite  charmed  with  it.  I  wished  much  to  hâve 
had  a  conversation  with  the  author  of  it,  whom  I  ex- 
pected  to  hâve  found  at  Edinburgh  last  summer,  on  mj 
way  to  the  Highlands  ;  but  I  was  mortified  to  find  that 
you  had  left  that  city  some  time  before.  Ever  since  I 
hâve  been  daily  întending  to  write  to  you,  but  till  now 
hâve  been  disappointed.  And  now  that  I  am  set  down 
to  Write,  it  must  appear  to  you,  as  it  is,  a  very  forward 
step  on  my  part  to  write  to  you,  both  of  us  being  total- 
ly  unacquainted  with  each  other.  I  hâve  nothing  to 
say  for  myself  for  the  liberty  I  take,  both  in  wrîting 
and  expecting  an  answer  to  my  letter,  unless  your  good 
nature  shall  find  it  in  the  object  and  motive  which 
prompt  me  to  give  you  this  trouble. 
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To  let  you  into  my  object  and  motive,  then,  allow 
me  to  infonn  you,  that  though  I  at  présent  lire  in 
Durham,  my  property  lies  on  the  western  coast  of 
Ross-shire,  in  Scotland,  where  you  will  find  it  in  your 
map  under  the  name  of  Applecross,  Lochcarron,  &c. 
&c.  You  perhaps  know  that  the  Presbyterian  Society 
for  propagating  Christian  Knowledge,  haa  established 
charity  schools  in  différent  parishes  of  the  Highlands, 
where  their  great  extent  rendered  the  benefit  of  the 
parochial  schools  very  hmited  indeed.  Both  the  paro- 
chial  and  Society  schools  are  conducted  on  the  plan 
which  you  know  uniformly  prevails  over  Scotland, 
and,  I  may  add,  England.  You  know  also  how  slow 
and  tedious  in  their  progress  such  schools  are — an  evil 
more  severely  than  elsewhere  felt. 

In  the  Highlands  the  ignorance  of  the  parent  makes 
him  at  ail  times  send  his  child  reluctantly  to  school, 
and  his  poverty  renders  it  difficult  for  him,  when  will- 
ing,  to  bear  the  expense  of  it.  Oould  your  method  be 
introduced,  I  am  satisfîed  that  it  would  go  far  to  remove 
thèse  objections  to  the  présent  System;  for  ignorance 
would  thus  more  rapidly  disappear,  and  poverty  would 
hâve  its  expense  diminished  by  the  abridgement  of  time. 
Does  any  measure  occur  to  you,  sir,  Ukely  to  facilitate 
the  introduction  of  your  plan  into  the  Highlands,  through 
the  médium  of  the  existing  System  ?  Your  ideas  on 
this  subject  would  be  highly  gratifying  to  me,  natu- 
rally  and  indeed  interestedly  concemed  in  whatever 
tends  to  the  improvement  of  the  Highlands  especially. 
I  trust  the  Presbyterian  of  the  présent  day  is  too 
libéral  to  object  to  an  improvement  because  of  Episco- 
palian  origin.  The  time  was  when  such  origin  would 
damn  the  bcst  mcasiu^e  ;  but  we  must  suppose  it  past, 
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and  that  the  Presbyterian  eye  can  borrow  a  large  por- 
tion^ though  not  the  whole^  of  Ëpiscopal  light.  Hence 
I  should  hope  the  society  would  be  induoed  to  adopt  a 
well  digested  improvement  for  their  schools^  when  the 
clergy  în  gênerai  would,  seeing  the  benefit  of  ît,  soon 
follow  and  adopt  it  m  the  paroehial  schools  chîefly  under 
their  direction.  Whên  lately  in  the  Highlands  I  met 
with  one  evil  in  their  schools,  which  I  am  afraid  is  Teiy 
difficult  of  cure.  It  arises  from  the  children  speaking 
only  the  Gaelic  language  when  put  to  school.  Thus,  I 
found  boys  who  read  and  spelt  well  every  word  în  a 
pièce  of  EngUsh,  but  of  the  meaning  of  which  they  were 
totally  ignorant.  In  fact,  they  were  little  better  than 
parrots  in  English.  Could  any  modification  of  your 
plan,  do  you  tbink,  be  formed  which  might  facilitate  the 
removal  of  this  evil?  Could  there,  it  would  be  an 
inestimable  discovery  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  High- 
lands, Wales,  and,  I  believe,  Ireland — ^in  ail  of  whîch 
the  native  tongues  powerfully  repel  the  English — a  cir- 
cumstance  which  retards  the  civilization  and  improve- 
ment of  the  three  countries,  more  perhaps  than  ail 
other  circumstances  common  to  the  three  put  together. 
My  object  and  my  motive  being  thus  stated,  I  must 
leave  the  matter  for  your  considération,  and  shall 
lament  sincerely,  if  you  do  not  find  in  them  a  justifica- 
tion of  my  conduct  in  troubling  you  with  this  letter^ 
and  in  subscribing  myself,  with  much  regard.  Révérend 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant. 
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Dr  Bell  ta  John  Mackefizief  Esq. 

Swaoage,  26th  November  1805. 
Sîr, 

Nothing  could  be  less  wantîng  than  an  apology^ 
when  you  favoured  me  with  your  interesting  communi- 
cations on  a  subject  so  near  to  my  heart.     I  need  scarce 
say  how  consonant  it  was  to  my  feelings,  if  I  dare 
flatter  myself  that  I  conld^  in  the  least^  promote  the 
benevolent  purposes  in  which  you  are  occupied.     Dun- 
nichen^  in  Forfarshire^  the  seat  of  my  friend  Mr  Demp- 
Bter^  being  the  boundary  of  my  travels  northwards^  I 
am  ashamed  to  confess  my  personal  ignorance  of  the 
local  circumstances  which  impede  the  progress  of  édu- 
cation in  the  Highlands.     But  I  see  in  your  statement 
enough  to  satisfy  my  mind  of  the  difficulty  of  the  enter- 
prize  in  which  you  are  engaged.   The  remedy  of  the  evils 
which  you  hâve  ezplained  is  not  so  easily  found.     But^ 
as  you  désire  my  sentiments  on  the  subject^  I  must  say^ 
in  gênerai^  that  it  is  impossible  for  an  enthusiast,  such  as 
I  am^  not  to  belieye  that  the  gênerai  circulation  of  the 
scheme  of  the  school  on  the  model  of  the  Maie  Asylum^ 
with  other  extracts  of  my  last  édition  of  the  Expéri- 
menta published  1805,  among  ail  the  schoolmasters  of 
the  Highlands,  might  do  some  good;  and  I  know  of  no 
possible  harm  it  could  do.     Such  extracts,  if  thought 
eligible,  I  am  ready  to  make,  and  to  print  in  any  man- 
ner  that  may  be  diought  most  useful  to  the  public  :  a 
System  founded,  as  I  conçoive,  in  truth  and  nature, 
must  there,  as  it  bas  happened  elsewhere,  meet  with 
some  congenial  minds,  who  may  prove  its  justice,  and 
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ascertain  its  adrantages^  and  gradually  give  it  a  spread. 
But,  when  we  corne  to  particulars,  the  great  difficulty 
îs,  to  make  a  successfîil  begînning,  and  even  to  find  a 
person  who  will  be  persuaded  of  what  I  know  to  be 
true,  that,  by  teacbing  one  or  more  children,  and  mak- 
ing  them  to  teach  tbe  rest,  ail  will  be  more  effectaally 
taught  tbem  than  in  any  otber  way  ;  and  I  fear  that 
complète  success  cannot  be  expected  in  the  first  instance 
but  in  a  charity  school,  where  ail  the  children  are 
withdrawn  from  their  parents  and  homes,  and  placed 
under  the  same  roof  with  the  master.  I  observe,  by 
the  reports  of  the  Society  for  bettering  the  Condi- 
tion of  the  Poor,  that  the  system  of  which  we  speak  is 
introduced  into  the  School  of  Industry  at  Kendal;  and 
you  will  judge  whether  any  assistance  can  be  drawn 
from  that  quarter  in  your  incipient  opérations. 

In  regard  to  the  children's  reading  a  foreign  lan- 
guage,  I  can  venture  to  say,  that,  if  you  had  once  esta- 
blished  a  successful  plan,  this  would  obviate  itself.  Of 
the  children  admitted  into  the  Asylum  at  Madras,  a 
great  part  were  entirely  ignorant  of  the  English  language; 
but,  as  no  other  was  spoken  there,  the  only  complaint 
we  had,  was  that  of  forgetting  their  native  tongue. 
The  same  thing  would  happen  in  a  charity  school^ 
where  the  children  are  lodged,  and  nothing  but  English 
was  spoken  by  those  in  charge,  and  by  the  children 
trained  as  teachers  and  assistants.  Partially  to  intro- 
duce  the  EngUsh  language  into  schools  of  any  descrip- 
tion, I  imagine  it  necessary  to  commence  with  teaching 
one  or  more  scholars  to  speak  it,  and  employing  them 
to  teach  the  rest,  prohibiting  any  Gaelic  in  their  oral 
communications,   under  certain  penalties.     But   this. 
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and  every  thing  else^  dépends  so  much  on  the  address^ 
the  ability^  and  the  zeal  of  the  master^  that  no  expé- 
dient will  succeed  where  thèse  are  wanting  ;  and,  with 
thèse,  I  conceive  the  hints  in  my  scheme  will  suflfice, 
as  they  may  always  be  modified  aecording  to  circum- 
stances. 

I  hâve,  with  you,  little  appréhension  of  any  difficulty 
being  made  on  the  score  of  Episcopalian  origin.  The 
enlightened  men  of  the  Church  of  England  and  of  the 
Kirk  of  Scotland,  appealing  to  the  standard  of  their 
common  Bible,  are  agreed  in  the  great  articles  «of  faith 
and  practice.  They  differ  chiefly  in  points  of  church 
government  ;  and  to  forms  of  govemment,  the  wise  of 
both  establishments  do  not  attach  main  importance. 
But  I  know  that  every  difficulty  will  be  started,  and 
every  obstacle  arise,  in  the  prosecution  of  a  design  in- 
consistent with  the  habits  and  préjudices  of  early  life. 
Still,  I  believe  that  time  and  expérience  will  dispel  this 
préjudice,  and  give  diffiision  to  a  System  which  can 
scarce  fail  of  success,  when  faithfuUy  adopted,  ably 
eonducted^  and  undeviatingly  prosecuted.  With  every 
good  wish  for  good  success  to  your  scheme,  I  am,  &c. 

P.S. — ^I  shafl  be  happy  if  I  can,  in  any  shape,  assist 
in  digesting  your  future  plan  of  opérations. 
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John  Mackenzief  Esq^  to  Dr  Bell, 

DarliaiD»  22d  April  1806. 

Révérend  Sîr, 

I  am  afraid  I  must  appear  to  you  in  an  uniavonr- 
able  ligfat^  never  to  hâve  acknowledged  jour  very  inte- 
restlng  and  obliging  letter  in  ansvrer  to  my  former  letter. 
I  wished,  however,  when  I  was  retuming  you  my  grate* 
fui  thanks  for  your  kindness,  to  hâve  given  you  an 
account  of  what  I  had  been  doing  in  the  way  of  for- 
warding  my  favourite  object.     I  am  sorry  to  say,  my 
success  hitherto  bas  not  been  very  flattering.     When  I 
wrote  you^  I  thought  it  might  answer  to  get  the  Chris- 
tian Society  to  take  up  the  measure  ;  but»  upon  sound- 
ing  how  far  this  was  likely  to  succeed,  I  had  reason  to 
believe  that^  whatever  the  Society  might  be  induced  to 
do  when  the  scheme  was  proved  in  this  country  to 
be  practically  useftil^  they  would  not  choose  to  make 
the   experiment   themselves^    lest  probably   it  might 
dérange   their  own   established   System.     T  next  be- 
thought  me  of  our  Highland  Society;  for  I  hold  it 
to  be  of  great  importance  that  the  expérimenta  shall 
be  made  at  the  instance  of  a  public  body^  rather  than 
of  an   individual.      I  found  the   Highland   Society, 
however,  so  enamoured  of  the  Gaelic  language,  that 
it  would  be  in  vain,  at  présent  at  least,  to   expect 
them  to  give  up  this  fsivourite  idea.     They  are  even 
thinkingy  I  am  told,  of  instituting  a  professor  of  the 
Gaelic  language  at  one  of  the  universities.     Ossian  is 
the  only  inducement  to  this  attempt.     But  I  am  not 
yet  without  hope,  that  while  the  society  indulge  their 
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taste  in  cherishing  it  as  a  dead  language,  they  maj  be 
induced^  in  mercy  to  the  poor  Highlanders,  to  join  in 
efforts  to  supersede  it  as  a  living  language.  As  a  living 
language^  it  clearly  créâtes  a  barrier  between  the  High- 
lander  and  his  fellow  subjects^  which  excludes  improve- 
ment  of  ail  kinds^  and  robs  tlie  country  of  the  benefits 
it  would  otherwise  more  completely  dérive  firom  this 
part  of  its  population.  Measures^  I  believe,  are  in  con- 
templation^ by  which  the  Highland  Society  may  be 
made  to  perçoive  the  error  of  doing  any  thing  to  pro- 
long the  life  of  the  Gaelic  language,  when  we  may  next 
hope  for  their  aid  in  forwarding  a  scheme,  which  pro- 
mises to  give  a  quicker  conquest  to  the  English  language 
over  it.  You  hâve  taught  me  to  feel  that  the  plan  is 
not  indiffèrent  to  you;  and  you  therefore  encourage  me 
to  hope  that  you,  at  your  leisure,  will  tum  the  subject 
in  your  mind,  and  kindly  give  me  your  instructions. 

From  my  review,  I  hâve  learned  that  you  are  of  the 
same  side  of  the  Tweed  with  me.  Joining  this  cir- 
cumstance  with  your  name,  Andrew  Beïl,  I  am  induced 
to  ask,  if  you  were,  in  the  year  1770,  or  thereabout,  a 
boy — for  you  were  not,  I  think,  fifteen — at  the  collège  of 
St  Andrews  ?  I  remember  well  a  boy  of  your  name, 
of  excellent  parts,  and  of  pecuUar  excellency  in  mathe- 
matics,  there,  about  that  time,  in  Mr  Vilant's  mathema- 
tical  class.  You  must  think  me  a  rude  fellow,  firpt, 
hrevi  manu,  to  open  a  correspondence  with  you  ;  and, 
next,  so  closely  to  catéchise  you  on  matters  of  so  per- 
sonal  a  natiu'e.  The  first  rudeness  you  hâve  kindly 
forgiven  me  ;  and  I  trust  you  will  be  inclined  to  forgive 
the  second,  in  considération  of  the  pleasure  it  would 
give  me  to  recognise  in  you  my  jvery  early  acquaint* 

VOL.  II.  2  h 
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ance^  recovered   bo  unexpectedly.     At  ail   events,   I 
Bubscribe  myself,  &c. 


Dr  BeU  to  John  Mackenzie^  Esq. 

Swaaage,  8Ui  liaj  18M. 

Sir, 

Your  report  of  the  ill  success  of  jour  incipient 
attempt  does  not  surprise  me;  and  the  obstacles  you 
may  still  expect  to  encoimter  will  not,  I  trust,  diacoor- 
âge  you. 

You  seek  on  the  north  of  the  Tweed  what  I  do  in 
the  south — a  place  on  which  to  rest  your  lever.  Any 
national  establishment  can  scarce  be  expected  to  be 
moved  by  an  engine  of  which  th^  hâve  had  no  expé- 
rience ;  and  a  socîety  who,  fired  with  national  enthu- 
siasm,  would  spend  thousands  in  teaching  the  in&nt 
tongue  to  lisp  in  Ossianic  strains,  will  scarce  descend 
at  once  to  the  humble  office  of  instructing  the  rising 
génération  in  the  éléments  of  letters  and  principles  cl 
religion.  But  when  the  event,  which  you  anticipate, 
shall  occur,  and  men  divert  their  attention  from  objecta 
of  curiosity  and  amusement  to  what  is  useful  and  in- 
structive, you  are  ready  to  avail  yourself  of  any  open- 
ing  which  may  présent  itself. 

Joseph  Lancaster,  whosefame  must  hâve  reached 
your  ears,  bas  reduced  the  Madras  System  to  practice 
on  an  extensive  scale.  But  his  religious  principles  are 
questioned,  and  his  religious  doctrines  defective.  After 
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making  every  use  of  my  former  édition^  he  came  to 
Swanage^  when  I  was  at  great  pains  to  explain  to  him 
the  classification  of  a  school,  &c.  In  Mrs  Trimmer's 
Comparative  View,  you  will  see  this  subject  discussed.  I 
hâve  a  most  earnest  wish  of  carrying  into  effect  in  this 
country,  what  I  establislied  in  India,  and  must  look  ont 
for  some  professional  situation  or  preferment,  however 
inconsiderable,  or  even,  if  any  such  there  be,  without 
émolument,  which  I  could  hold  with  this  bénéfice,  and 
where  I  might  fix  my  lever,  and  direct  an  institution, 
on  the  simple  principle,  and  unvamished  practices  of  the 
Maie  Asylum,  without  any  of  the  trappings  and  gamish 
of  the  Lancasterian  school. 

But  I  must  hasten  to  my  présent  object,  which  was 
chiefly  to  make  my  acknowledgment  for  your  obliging 
enquiries.  I  hâve  no  doubt  that  the  humble  boy,  of 
whom  you  retain  so  flattering  recollection,  is  grown  up 
into  the  man,  whom  you  hâve  so  unexpectedly  encoun- 
tered.  And  if  length  of  time  and  distance  of  place 
hâve  approximatod  two  contemporaries,  whose  sphères 
of  action  were  originally  so  widely  différent,  I  should 
be  happy  in  a  personal  interview,  and — ^while  our  con- 
temporaries of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Kirk  of 
Scotland,  not  much  unlike  the  French  Convention, 
choose  to  debate  on  the  existence  of  God — ^talk  over  the 
best  mode  of  improving  the  morals  and  forming  religi- 
ons principles  and  habits  of  industry  in  the  rising  géné- 
ration. If,  therefore,  you  shall  soon  visit  the  South,  I 
shall  be  proud  of  your  company  at  the  parsonage-house 
of  Swanage,  and  of  showing  you  my  Sunday  schools, 
and  what  I  bave  done.  I  lament  daily  that  this  situation 
does  not  admit,  upon  any  scale  of  example,  the  répéti- 
tion of  the  experiment  made  at  Madras,  though  it  has 
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given  me  an  opportunity  of  satisfying  others,  as  well  as 
myself,  that  nothing  is  wantîng  but  an  appropriate 
institution  for  this  purpose.  Believing,  as  I  do,  that  I 
hâve  made  a  most  useful  discovery,  I  long  every  day 
more  and  more  to  lend  a  helping-hand  to  forward  what 
I  believe  will,  in  length  of  time,  without  my  aid,  esta^ 
blish  itself.  Allow  me,  dear  sir,  to  subscribe  myself 
your  fellow  student  and  friend. 


John  Mackemie,  Esq.^  to  Dr  Bell. 

Durham,  18tfa  Jane  1806. 

Révérend  and  dear  Sir, 

I  was  duly  favoured  wîth  your  friendly  and  înte- 
Testing  letter  of  the  8th  of  May,  and  hâve  delayed 
acknowledging  and  thanking  you  for  it — ^not  from  want 
of  good-will,  but  from  varions  circumstances  over  which 
I  had  no  control,  preventing  me.  It  is  no  less  flatter- 
ing  to  my  sagacity,  than  interesting  to  my  feelings,  to 
hâve  discovered  in  you  my  IttUey  early  class-fellow. 
Be  assured,  that  if  ever  I  cross  the  Thames  again,  I 
will  not  willingly  stop  short  of  Dorsetshire,  where  I 
should  be  happy,  not  only  to  renew  old  acquaintance, 
but  to  see  your  scholastic  establishments  at  Swanage, 
and  to  converse  upon  subjects  very  interesting»  I  am 
persuaded,  to  both  of  us.  Should,  however,  your  op- 
portunity of  visiting  the  North  arrive  sooner  than  mine 
of  visiting  the  South,  I  trust  you  will,  in  the  distribu- 
tion of  your  time,  not  forget  to  allow  at  least  a  few 
days  to  Durham, 
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It  is  not  the  least  of  the  evils  of  the  présent  day^  that^ 
from  the  violence  of  the  times^  self-defence  and  war 
almost  absorh  ail  other  considérations,  however  impor- 
tant, which  otherwise  ought  to  meet  witli  attention  from 
both  Government  and  individuals.  But  for  this  cause, 
I  am  disposed  to  believe  that  jour  interesting  plan  of 
éducation,  among  manj  other  things,  must  hâve,  ère 
now,  met  with  that  encouragement  which  it  appears  to 
me  80  richly  to  merit.  That  the  public  hâve  been 
Btruck  forcibly  by  the  practical  success  of  it  is  very  évi- 
dent, from  the  countenance  Lancaster  has  met  with, 
notwithstanding  the  perverted  purposes  to  which  he 
has  tumed  it.  Surely  the  merits  of  your  plan  must  be 
of  a  very  luminous  nature,  that  such  defects  as  Lancas- 
ter has  tacked  to  it  should  hâve  been  hid  in  the  glare 
of  them.  Had  the  plan  been  first  brought  forward  by 
yourself  in  this  country,  it  would  bave  proved  irrésis- 
tible ;  but  Lancaster  has  certainly  thrown  difficulties  in 
the  way  of  its  progress — which,  however,  I  trust,  are 
but  temporary.  I  am  persuaded  that,  if  your  noble 
zeal  and  disinterested  inclinations  were  known  to  some 
leading  characters,  you  would  soon  hâve  your  wish 
gratified  of  an  opportunity  of  conducting  an  institution 
to  put  your  plan  in  its  true  light.  Are  you  not,  medi- 
ately  or  immediately,  acquainted  with  Mrs  Trimmer, 
the  very  acute  impugner  of  Lancaster's  adultérations  ? 
For,  did  she  know  your  real  sentiments,  I  am  per- 
suaded that  she  would  gladly  let  them  be  known  to  the 
public,  and  might  be  very  instrumental  in  forwarding 
your  wishes.  If  no  other  better  means  could  be  fallen 
on,  might  it  not  be  contrived  to  communicate  it  to  her 
by  letter,  to  be  inserted  by  her  into  her  Ouardian  of 
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JSditcation,  either  by  jourself  in  your  own  name^  or 
anonymouslj^  or  b y  an  anonymous  friend  ?  The  letter 
would  thu8^  if  inserted,  answer  the  double  purpoBe  rf 
informing  her  and  the  public  at  the  same  time^  while 
she  might  annex  such  remarks  on  it  as  would  attract 
attention.  Tum  this  suggestion  in  your  mind^  and  do 
not  let  your  modesty  prevent  your  giving  it  feûr  play . 

I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  firiendly  offer 
of  brînging  on  an  acquaintance  between  me  and  Gene- 
ral Dirom^  with  whom  I  am  not  personally  acquainted, 
though  well  acquainted  with  his  patriotism  (in  its  tnie 
sensé}  and  public  zeal;  and^  before  Ghristmasi^  will 
probably  call  upon  you  to  do  me  this  kindness.  At 
présent^  I  appréhenda  the  gênerai  is  not  much  acquaint- 
ed with  the  real  causes  retarding  the  improvement  of 
the  Highlands;  but  I  am  led  to  think  that^  before 
Ghristmas^  there  will  be  some  elucidations  published  on 
the  subject,  which  will  save  a  tedious  explanatory  cor- 
respondence  on  the  subject,  necessary,  perhaps^  at  pré- 
sent^ to  enable  the  worthy  gênerai  to  enter  into  the 
adyantages  likely  to  arise  from  the  interférence  of  the 
Highland  Society^  whose  chief  business-meetings  are 
held  always  about  the  end  or  the  beginningof  theyear. 

There  is  at  présent  one  of  the  society  schools  Tacant 
on  my  estate;  and^  though  the  appointment  of  the 
master  is  vested  in  the  society^  yet  the  recommendation 
and  security  flow  from  the  heritor.  Though  taxes,  a 
parcel  of  boys^  and  family  keeping^  leave  me  little 
money  to  spare  for  other  purposes,  yet  did  I  know 
where  to  place  a  young  man  for  six  months,  which^  I 
appréhenda  would  be  sufficient  time,  where  he  could  sec 
yoiur  System  practbed  accurately^  I  would  be  strongly 
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induced,  on  finding  a  promising  young  Highlander  fit 
to  pass  muster  with  the  society^  to  stretch  a  point  to 
give  hîm  the  previous  benefit  of  such  information.  The 
attempt  at  Diurham  is  yet  too  feeble  and  incomplète  to 
answer  my  pmpose.  But  if  you  know  where,  on  either 
side  of  the  Tweed,  the  System  is  regularly  pursued,  I 
would  thank  you  to  let  me  know,  when  I  would  set 
the  double  enquîry  on  foot — ^for  a  properly  qualified 
young  man^  and  for  the  best  mode  of  establishing  him 
there^  at  the  easiest  expense^  for  six  months  ;  in  which 
time^  I  should  suppose,  with  moderato  abilities,  he 
would  acquire  the  method  as  practically  pursued,  which 
instructs  more  perfectly  than  any  verbal  or  written 
directions.  Should  the  Highland  Society  take  up  the 
idea,  they  will  hère  hâve  a  ready  prepared  instrument 
to  make  their  experiments  with  ;  and  should  they  not, 
I  shall  certainly,  I  think,  succeed  in  getting  him  ap* 
pointed  to  the  vacant  school  on  my  property. 

I  must  regret,  with  you,  that  my  lever  is  so  weak, 
and  my  fulcrum  so  inadéquate.  But  a  slender  plant 
may  grow  to  strength  ;  and,  with  time,  who  knows  but 
both  my  lever  and  fulcrum  may  become  useful  and  fit 
for  our  object  ?  In  unpromising,  but  désirable,  pursuits, 
my  motto  is  always  spero  meliora.  I  am  sure  that  I 
am  troublesorae,  and,  I  am  afraid,  fatiguing  to  you; 
but  however  this  may  be,  I  am,  Sec. 
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Dr  Bell  to  John  Mackemie^  Esq. 

Swanage,  Joly  180^. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  friendly  letter  of  the  7th  forbids  me  to  delaj 
any  longer  my  acknowledgment  of  your  former  favotir 
of  June  the  18th,  though  the  same  reason  for  delay  still 
exîsts — that  I  cannot  yet  give  a  satisfactory  reply  to 
your  înterrogatory.  It  îs  not,  you  may  be  assured, 
that  I  am  not  deeply  interested  In  your  beneficent 
purpose  of  întroducîng  a  System,  to  whîch  I  am  natu- 
rally  so  partial,  into  a  country  to  which  I  cannot  be 
indiffèrent.  It  is  not  that  I  am  not  as  solicitons  as  yoa 
can  be  to  rescue  this  System  from  hands,  which,  with 
the  single  merit  of  retaining  its  practical  effect,  bave 
disguised  its  simplicity,  vamished  its  beauty,  and  per- 
yerted  its  moral  and  religions  tendency.  But  I  hâve 
waited  in  expectation — an  expectation  which  your  com- 
munication bas  not  discouraged — that  something  would 
tum  up  to  enable  me  to  cducate  such  a  youth  as  you 
would  sélect  for  your  purpose,  under  my  own  et/e,  and 
in  a  situation  where  it  may  be  done  to  advantage. 
This  can  only  be  done  as  it  ought  to  be  done,  not  by 
reading  lectures  to  him  on  the  passions,  à  laLancaster, 
but  by  practical  instruction,  by  setting  him  to  teach, 
and  by  pointing  out,  as  you  go  along,  what  no  previous 
instruction  can  provide  for,  or  accomplish.  I  did  speak 
to  my  Simday  schoolmaster,  a  quarrier,  (or  stone-ma- 
son,)  somewhat  educated,  to  board  him  for  £25  per 
annum,  as  one  of  bis  family  ;  but  hère  he  would  only 
bave  the  expérience  of  Sunday  teaching,  where  neither 
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ârithmetic  nor  writing  are  taught.  It  is  therefore  I 
wait  till  I  see  if  any  thing  occur,  before  I  offer  to  take 
upon  myself  the  task  of  txaining  practically  a  schooU 
master.  In  the  superintendence  of  any  considérable 
establishment,  such  a  youth  would  be  most  profitably 
employed  for  himself,  when  he  was  doing  service  to  the 
Bchool  ;  and  I  shouldilike  to  see  several  such  youths  at 
an  incipient  institution. 

Mrs  Trimmer  sent  me  a  copy  of  her  review  of  my 
essay  with  a  pohte  letter,  which  led  to  a  correspon- 
dence  ;  and  I  spent  a  day  with  her  en  passant^  on  a 
late  visit  to  town,  and  visited  her  Sunday  school.  She 
is  as  zealous  as  either  you  or  1  can  be,  in  subverting 
quackery  and  establishing  truth. 

I  shall  not  fail  to  avail  myself  of  your  good  disposition, 
in  recognising  a  dass-fellow,  and  to  pay  my  respects, 
and  attend  to  your  interesting  plans  of  pubUc  utility,  if 
ît  should  be  my  lot  to  visit  the  north,  or  reach  Durham, 
before  I  hâve  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  you  in  the 
south.     I  am,  &c. 


John  Mackenzie^  Esq.y  to  Dr  Bell. 

Durham»  23d  September  1806. 


My  dear  Sir, 


It  is  with  the  utmost  pleasure  I  leam  that  you  are 
trimming  your  lamp  in  the  capital,  from  whence,  I  make 
no  doubt,  that  the  light  will  rapidly  diffuse  itself,  at 
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least  over  the  British  isles.     ^'  Quœ  felix  Êiustaqne 
Bit'* — ^i.  e.  lux. 

I  thank  you  for  thinking  of  me  amîdst  your  présent 
busy  opérations.  I  am  afraid  that  whoever  is  to  carry 
your  torch  across  the  Grampians  mnst  himself  speak 
the  Gaelic^  to  enable  him  both  to  teach  and  to  liye 
happily;  hence^  I  fear,  a  London-made  torch  would 
not  answer  our  wishes.  Should  we  send  up  one  from 
the  north  to  be  kindled  in  Whitechapel,  the  expense^ 
the  hazard  of  his  losing  relish  there  for  his  native 
mountain  life^  and  the  difficulty  of  haying  him  illumi* 
nated,  if  of  such  adyanced  âge  as  would  enable  him  to 
conduct  the  System  in  the  north^  stand  in  onr  way.  It 
would  be  a  difficult  matter  to  find  a  schoolmaster  Ûberal 
enough  to  take  lessons  from  a  boy  ;  and  a  boy^  whether 
of  London  or  Highland  breed^  would  not  be  fit  of  him- 
self to  manage  a  school.  Thèse  are  my  difficulties  in 
the  view  you  hâve  opened  to  me.  Perhaps  means  of 
obviating  them  may  oecur  to  you^  though^  at  présent, 
they  do  not  to  me;  and  should  they,  I  will  trust  to 
your  experienced  goodness  to  communicate  them  to 
me  when  you  are  at  leisure.  I  will  be  very  anxious  to 
leam  the  progress  made  in  Whitechapel.  It  does  not 
surprise^  though  it  pleases  me  much^  to  find  that  Lan- 
caster's  ignis/atuus  disappears  before  your  purer  light. 
It  is  clear  that  your  plan  must  be  most  successful, 
where  pupils  are  imder  one  regimen^  as  in  hospitals^ 
asylums^  &c.;  but  I  trust  it  is  capable  of  being  so 
modified  as  to  suit  the  common  school  System^  oûier- 
wise  it  will,  though  still  very  valuable,  faJl  short  of  its 
full  utility^  especially  in  poor  districts^  where  no  accu- 
mulations of  young  folks  can  be  expected  under  a  gên- 
erai regimen.     The  short  time  I  spent  at  Edinbuigh 
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having  been  completely  fiUed  up  by  the  distressing 
cause  of  my  visit  to  it,  I  had  no  opportunity  of  enqui- 
rîng  afiber  your  friend  General  Dirom^  or  of  making 
use  of  your  Mendly  introduction  to  him.     I  am,  &c. 


R.  L.  Edgewarth,  Esq.^  to  Dr  Bell. 

Edgeworthstown,  Lreland,  Slst  October  1806. 

Sîr, 

As  we  hâve  ventured,  not  only  to  use  your  name, 
but  to  introduce  you  as  a  character  in  one  of  our 
*'  Popxilar  Taies,"  (by  we,  I  mean  Miss  Edgeworth 
and  myself,)  I  présume  still  fiirther  on  your  goodness, 
and  request  you  to  send  me  any  loose  hints  that  your 
observations,  since  you  came  from  the  Ëast,  may  hâve 
fumished,  relative  to  the  éducation  of  the  poor. 

I  hâve  been  lately  appointed,  under  an  Act  of  Par- 
liament,  one  of  a  commission  to  enquire  into  the  funds 
that  exist,  and  into  the  probable  means  which  may  be 
employed,  to  extend  the  benefits  of  éducation  among 
the  lower  orders  of  people  in  Ireland.  To  whom  can 
I  apply  for  instruction  with  more  propriety  than  to  Dr 
BeD,  from  whom  Lancaster,  Colquhoun,  and  Trimmer 
hâve  borrowed  their  most  usefîil  ideas  ? 

Hâve  you  seen  "  Barruel  sur  l'Instruction  Publique," 
Chaptal,  or  Sicard,  or  a  valuable  little  pamphlet  by 
Ghristison  of  Edinburgh  ?  Can  you  hâve  the  goodness 
to  point  out  to  me  any  new  sources  of  information  ? 
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Extradé  firom  the  Answer. 

Though  I  cannot  flatter  myself  with  being  able  to 
give  you  any  assistance  in  your  enquiries  and  momen- 
tous  pursuits^  yet  I  can  safely  venture  to  give  you 
much  encouragement.  There  is  a  noble  field  open. 
Begin.  Go  to  work,  Success  will  foUow.  Wher- 
ever  I  hâve  seen  the  scholastic  ground  duly  cultivated, 
there  I  hâve  found  an  abundant  crop  of  good  fruit. 

To  recommend  books  on  the  subject  of  éducation  to 
those  who  hâve  read  so  much  and  so  well,  were  no  easy 
task  to  any  one^  especially  to  one  who  bas*  read  little, 
and  bas  approved  of  less.  Of  the  books  which  you 
bave  mentioned  I  bave  seen  none  ;  but  shall  look  ont 
for  them  when  I  begin  my  course  of  reading  on  this 
subject. 

There  is  only  one  book  which  I  bave  studied,  and 
which  I  take  the  liberty  to  recommend  to  you.  It  is  a 
book  in  which  I  leamed  ail  I  bave  taught^  and  in  which 
you  will  find  ail  I  bave  taught^  and  infinitely  more  than 
I  bave  taught.  It  is  a  book  open  to  ail  alike^  and  level 
to  every  capacity.  It  only  requires  time,  patience^  and 
persévérance,  with  a  dash  of  zeal  and  enthusiasm  in  the 
perusal.  This  book  yOu  hâve  filled  me  with  the  hopes 
of  seeing  soon  in  your  hands. 

In  reading  this  book,  my  way  is  to  submit  every  hînt 
which  it  suggests  to  the  test  of  expérience  ;  and  I  bave 
transcribed  into  my  humble  essay  no  observation  till  I 
had  established  its  authenticity,  and  demonstrated  its 
truth,  in  the  mode  best  adapted  to  my  capacity,  most 
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oongenial  to  mj  habits,  and  most  satisfactory  to  my 
mind,  viz.  that  of  facts  and  expérience. 

Since  my  retum  from  India^  my  observation  and 
expérience  hâve  been  very  confined  ;  but  I  hâve  entire 
satisfaction  in  observing  that,  in  every  instance,  where 
the  principle  of  the  Maie  Asylum  at  Madras,  of  con- 
ducting  a  school  by  the  scholars  themselves,  as  teachers 
and  assistants,  has  been  partially  attempted,  it  bas  par- 
tially  succeeded;  and  wherever  it  has  been  adopted  in 
full  force,  and  carried  to  its  just  length,  it  has  been 
accompanied  with  complète  and  wonderfiil  success.  I 
was  lately  occupied  in  new-modeling  the  charity 
schools  of  Whitechapel  on  the  simple  ^inciple  of  the 
Madras  Asylum,  ingrafbed  into  the  bosom  of  the  church 
and  State  ;  but  was  soon  constrained,  by  my  immédiate 
duty,  to  leave  the  work  I  had  begun  to  other  hands — 
the  trustées.  And  as  they  bring  every  recommendation 
for  the  task,  (except  only  previous  practice  and  expé- 
rience,) I  entertain  high  expectations  of  the  conti- 
nuance  of  that  success,  which  they  were  pleased  to 
attribute  to  my  endeavours,  when  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
being  a  co-operator  with  them. 

When  I  entered  the  school,  I  said  before  ail  présent, 
that  at  the  same  time  I  was  going  to  assist  the  scholars 
in  educating  themselves,  I  was  also  to  seek  instruction 
at  their  hands.  In  less  than  a  fortnight  I  had  occasion 
to  mark  two  boys,  who  fell  upon  improvements  of  my 
practices  in  the  Asylum.  It  is  thus,  if  I  were  allowed 
to  follow  the  bent  of  my  own  inclination  in  the  super- 
intendence  of  a  large  seminary,  I  would  seek  to  fill  up 
the  outlines  of  my  plan  with  subsidiaiy  practices. 

Our  Saviour  tells  us,  that  if  we  would  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  we  must  become  as  little  children. 
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It  îs  thus,  that  among  childreD,  and  from  them,  and  hy 
becoming  as  one  of  them^  we  are  to  leam  those  simple 
doctrines  of  nature  and  tmth^  innate  in  them^  or  whicb 
readily  occur  to  their  minds^  as  yet  unbiassed  by  autho- 
rity,  préjudice^  or  custom.  It  is  in  this  school  of  nature 
and  truth,  pointed  ont  by  the  Son  of  God,  himself  God, 
that  I  seek  for  knowledge.  It  is  among  the  children 
and  youth  of  the  school,  not  among  their  masters,  some- 
times  as  prejudiced^  bigoted,  and  perverse^  as  their 
scholars  are  ingexiuous^  ingénions,  and  tractable.  It  is 
in  this  book  I  hâve  said  that  I  acqnired  what  I  know; 
and  ît  is  in  this  book  I  hâve  recommended  you  to  stndy 
— a  school  fuU  of  children. 

What  remains  to  be  done,  could  be  done  by  thou- 
sands  better  than  by  me,  if  they  could  be  bronght  to 
giye  their  mind  to  it,  and  take  pleasure  in  it;  but  it  is 
a  drudgery  to  most  men  from  wbich  they  seek  only  to 
escape.  And,  alas  !  insulated  in  my  situation,  and  de- 
tached  from  every  regular  or  established  seminaiy,  I 
hâve  little  opportunity  of  finding  that  fnrther  knoir- 
ledge  which  I  seek  for,  and  no  means  of  reducing  to 
practice,  and  submitting  to  the  test  of  expérience^  what 
nightly  occurs  to  my  mind  ;  but  on  which  I  stamp  no 
character,  while  it  remains  an  unprofitable  theoiy^  and 
which  I  cannot  even  digest  to  my  own  satis&ction, 
without  the  agency  and  aid  of  my  little  masters. 

That  a  foundation  is  laid  for  you  in  the  System  and 
prin.ciple,  of  which  I  can  never  lose  sight  for  a  moment^ 
and  that  this  foundation  can  never  be  shaken  or  under- 
mined,  but  will  last  while  nature  and  truth  endure,  is 
a  conviction  on  my  mind  inferior  to  none  which  is  pro- 
duced  by  any  démonstration  in  ethics,  or  experimentin 
physics,  or  even  by  any  ethical  or  physical  axiom. 
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Of  the  fîinds  which  exist  for  schools  in  Ireland,  and 
of  the  State  of  the  country,  I  know  nothing  but  at 
second  hand.  Of  the  adaptation  to  circumstances^  pré- 
judices, and  localitîes,  I  cannot  therefore  judge.  But 
be  assured,  that  no  circumstance,  or  préjudice,  or  local- 
ity,  can  be  found  where  what  is  natural  and  true,  ad- 
apted  to  the  genius  of  youth,  and  depending  on  the 
purest  principles  of  humanity,  will  not,  after  a  fidr  trial, 
be  acceptable  and  successful. 

Children,  by  nature  active,  delight  in  the  occupation 
gîven  to  them  by  this  System,  are  pleased  by  being,  in 
a  great  measure,  their  own  masters,  are  gratified  in  a 
high  degree  by  seeing  the  reason,  feeling  the  justice, 
and  perceiving  the  usefulness,  of  ail  that  is  done  to 
them,  for  them,  and  by  them. 

They  of  themselves,  in  the  hands  of  an  impartial 
Buperintendent,  fall  upon  what  is  easiest  and  best  to  be 
done. 

An  example  of  the  genuine  effiisions  of  the  youthful 
heart  deserves  to  be  recorded.  A  jury  was  forming  to 
try  the  hojB  whose  names  had  been  entered  in  the 
black  book  of  the  Whitechapel  School.  A  teacher  or 
assistant  was  selected  out  of  each  class,  and  each  of 
thèse  were  to  name  for  their  colleagues  the  best  boy  of 
bis  class.  When  one  boy  wa9  named,  there  was  at 
once  a  gênerai  outcry,  '^  He  is  a  bad  boy,  his  name  was 
in  the  black  book  last  week!"  On  enquiry  it  was 
found  that  it  was  for  a  serions  offence,  and  that  the 
gênerai  conduct  of  the  boy  was  reprehensible.  Accord- 
ingly  the  assistant,  who  nominated  this  boy,  was  him- 
self  disgraced  by  being  erased  from  the  list  of  the  jury. 
In  a  well  regulated  school  there  are  daily  occurrences 
of  this  sort. 
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In  the  discharge  of  my  professionaL  duties^  I  hâve 
ofben  occasion  to  state^  that  ît  is  seldom  for  want  of 
knowing  what  to  practise,  but  generally  firom  defatdt 
of  practîsing  what  we  know,  that  we  offend.  In  like 
manner^  I  beg  leave  to  endeavour  to  impress  on  your 
mind  the  conviction^  which  is  rooted  in  my  heart^  that 
you  ahready  know  enough,  and  more  than  enough^  for 
the  interesting  work  in  which  you  are  happily  engaged, 
and  to  the  progress  of  which  you  will  believe  I  shall 
look  forward  with  a  peculiar  interest.  You  will  grow 
in  the  necessary  knowledge  as  you  go  along.  Do  not 
harass  yourself  in  pursuit  of  new  information.  Do  not 
distract  your  mind  by  hunting  for  a  variety  of  schéma. 
Lose  no  time.  In  the  course  of  your  proceedings^  you 
will  leam  what  you  can  nowhere  else  leam. 

Look  at  a  régiment^  or  a  ship^  &c.^  you  will  see  a 
beautifiil  example  of  the  System  which  I  hâve  recom- 
mended  for  a  single  school.  Look  at  the  army  and 
navy,  &c.,  and  you  will  see  the  grand  System  of  super- 
intendence  which  pervades  ail  the  works  of  men,  and 
which  will  guide  you  in  the  gênerai  organization  of 
your  schools.  Only  yours  is  a  far  less  complicated 
machine.  A  single  inspector-general^  with  his  secre- 
tary,  both  nominated  by  govemment^  and  removable 
at  pleasure,  will  suffic^  to  new-model  the  schools^  re- 
çoive reports,  visit  them,  detect  deficiencies^  point  eut 
the  cause  of  failure,  and  see  that  they  are  conducted 
according  to  the  System  chalked  out  for  them,  and  the 
principles  of  the  institution.  In  their  yarious  progress, 
in  their  subsidiary  and  subordinate  improvements,  and 
the  additions  to  our  présent  practices  which  will  occur, 
a  wide  field  of  practical  knowledge  will  be  opened. 
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Of  the  new  création  which  it  will  raîse  to  religioii, 
to  Society^  and  to  the  state,  I  shall  say  nothing. 

•  In  each.  school  classify,  appoint^  or  rather  where  the 
scholars  hâve  made  any  progress^  let  them  appoint 
teachers  and  assistants  to  each  class.  Short  lessons^ 
short  books.  Never  put  into  the  hands  of  beginners 
spelling-books  formidable  by  their  length^  and  by 
being  beyond  the  capacity  of  the  teachers,  as  well  as 
the  scholars.  Mrs  Trimmer^s  Spelling-Book,  first  part, 
is  brief.  Her  books  are  sterling.  Let  the  alphabet  be 
made  in  sand  (or  on  a  slate,  or  with  chalk)  before  the 
scholar  proceed  to  spell  or  read.  Let  the  progress  be 
secure  in  every  step,  and  you  will  be  astonished  at  its 
rapidity. 

With  new  schools  and  untaught  children  you  will 
hâve  an  easy  task.  Nothing  is  so  &cile  and  pleasant 
as  to  teach  ah  initia — ^nothing  so  difficult  and  ungra- 
cious  as  to  unteach  those  who  hâve  been  ill  taught. 
Place  into  a  well-regulated  institution  a  boy  who  has 
been  ill  taught  two  or  three  years  at  an  ill-conducted 
school,  and  a  boy  of  the  same  âge  and  capacity,  who 
does  not  know  a  letter  of  the  alphabet,  and  in  a  twelve- 
month  I  shall  expect  to  see  the  superiority  inverted. 

The  reformation  of  schools  is  often  impeded  or 
totally  obstructed,  by  the  prevailing  tenderness  and  de- 
licacy  towards  the  nominal  master,  whatever  his  con- 
duct  be,  to  the  entire  disregard  and  dereliction  of 
the  scholars.  The  temporal  interest  and  émoluments 
of  one  must  be  solely  studied  and  respected  ;  and  to 
this  feeling  must  bo  sacrificed  the  formation  of  the  cha- 
racter^  and  the  temporal  and  spiritual  wel£are  of  thou- 
sands  in  succession. 

I  shall  esteem  myself  happy  in  your  communication 

TOL.  II.  2  M 
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of  proceedings^  in  which  I  cannot  but  be  deeply  inte- 
rested;  and  if  any  case  arise,  or  difficulty  occur,  in 
which  you  conceive  my  expérience  can  be  of  use,  you 
cannot  do  me  a  greater  kindness  than  by  commanding 
my  services. 

I  must  not  conclude  without  beseeching  you  to  in- 
troduce  into  your  schools  every  practice  on  the  records 
of  the  Maie  Asylum.  For  nothing  has  a  place  there 
but  what  was  demonstrated,  confirmed,  and  riveted 
by  approvcd  expérience  ;  and  you  may  save  yourself  a 
great  deal  of  time  and  perplexity,  and  perhaps  many 
wanderings  and  fréquent  récurrence,  by  going  no  fiir- 
ther  in  the  beginning. 

Lay  well  and  deep  your  foundation.  Of  the  rest  it 
will  be  time  to  consult  at  a  future  period 


The  Bel).  T.  Sihes  to  Dr  BelL 

Hackney,  near  Londoo, 
March  30,  1807. 

Dear  Sir, 

My  acquaintance  with  you  has  indeed  been  short, 
but  it  has  served  to  persuade  me  that  you  possess  those 
respectable  qualities  of  head  and  heart  which  ought  to 
make  me  désirons  of  improving  it.  It  would  give  me 
much  pleasure,  and  I  doubt  not  profit  too,  to  discuss 
any  important  question  with  you  ;  but  there  is  one  in 
particular,  which  I  am  rery  anxious  to  offer  to  yoiur 
attention,  and  to  beg  your  opinion  upon  it — I  mean 
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the  Scotch  Episcopacy.      I  hâve  taken  considérable 
pains  to  obtain  a  thorough  knowledge  of  this  subject^ 
and^  as  &r  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  it  appears  to  deserve 
the  respect  and  the  pity  of  ail  sound  Christians,  and 
particularlj  of  English  Episcopalians.     When  it  was 
mentioned  the  other  day^  you  appeared  to  me  to  speak 
of  it  with  disapprobation^  and  some  degree  of  contempt. 
I  présume,  therefore,  that  you  view  it  in  a  very  différ- 
ent light  from  that  in  which  I  see  it.     Do  you  think 
me  wrong  ?     Do  you  judge  that  I  speak  too  highly  of 
it  ?     If  you  do,  it  would  give  me  great  satisfaction  to 
hear  your  reasons  for  a  différent  opinion.     You  admit, 
.1  beUeve,  that  many  points  of  doctrine  of  the  greatest 
importance  are  involved  in  the  subject  of  the  Scotch 
Episcopacy.     It  is,  therefore,  of  prime  importance  to 
hâve  correct  notions  of  that.     You  seemed  to  me  to 
bave  strong  objections  against  the  Scotch  Episcopal 
Church.     At  présent  /  can  see  none.     Perhaps  you 
hâve  those  to  urge  which  bave  not  come  before  me. 

May  I  expect  the  faveur  of  a  statement  of  tbem 
in  reply  to  this  intrusion  ?  It  will  very  much  oblige, 
&c 

P.S. — I  suppose  it  is  no  news  to  tell  you,  that  Mr 
Davis  bas  had  several  visits  from  great  folks  at  his 
schooL 

When  do  you  seo  London  again  ? 
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The  Rev.  Thomas  Sikes  to  Dr  BelL 

Hackney,  April  11,  1807. 

Dear  Sîr, 

I  am  not  ashamed  of  having  deferred  mj  notice 
of  your  oblîging  letter  of  March  âlst  ;  nor  wîU  you 
disaJlow  my  reasons  for  it,  I  daresay.  The  fact  îs, 
that  I  hâve  been  very  much  engaged  în  affairs  of  a 
yery  différent  nature  from  that  of  a  deliberate  discus- 
sion of  sacred  subjects  ;  and  I  do  not  choose  to  trouble 
you  with  crude  and  inconsiderate  opinions  upon  a  sub- 
ject  which  involves  very  serions  points.  I  am  very 
much  obliged  to  you  for  your  frank  and  ready  acqui- 
escence  with  my  request,  and  am  not  a  little  flattered 
by  your  good  opinion  of  me  as  a  schoolmaster  upon 
this  subject.  This  superiority  of  station^  however, 
which  you  hâve  assigned  me,  I  must  utterly  disclaim  ; 
and,  if  I  can  so  far  obtain  your  confidence  and  good- 
will  as  to  entitle  me  to  the  name  of  schoolfellow,  I 
must  confess  it  will  give  me  considérable  pleasure. 

Let  us  then  resort,  first,  to  the  school  of  Christ 
himself.  Where,  in  this  school,  doubts  and  ambiguities 
may  arise,  (and  when  we  remember  that  his  teaching 
was  very  circumscribed  and  brief,  we  cannot  wonder 
at  the  fact,  that  many  doubts  and  ambiguities  hâve 
arisen,)  let  us  seek  for  illustration  and  direction  firom 
his  apostles — the  proper  commentators  upon  their 
Master's  doctrines  and  designs:  and  where  further 
instruction  is  necessary,  where  can  we  go  with  better 
prospect  of  success  than  to  those  holy  men  who  them- 
selves  were  the  apostles,  disciples,  and  successors^  and 
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some  of  whom  had  most  probably  seen  Christ  in  the 
flesh?  I  must  confess^  sîr^  that  this  bas  been  the  me- 
thod  of  my  schooling  throughout  my  professîonal  life  ; 
and  thus  instnicted»  I  feel  myself  upon  ground  so  firm, 
that  I  bave  more  than  once  presumed  to  dissent  from 
very  high  modem  authority^  when  I  bave  found  it  evi- 
dently  dissenting  from  the  apostles^  and  the  illustrions 
fathers  of  the  primitive  church.  I  never  yet  could 
bring  myself  to  give  up  my  Ignatius  or  Clemens  to  any 
bishop  of  the  présent  day,  bowever  high  he  might 
stand  in  the  world*s  esteem^  or  my  own.  No  doubt^ 
you  will  admit  the  reasons  to  be  too  évident  to  re- 
qnire  a  détail  of  them  from  me.  I  certainly  am  a  little 
surprised^  as  you  suppose,  that  you  bave  not  gone 
"  more  deeply  into  the  enquiry."  I  am  surprised  that 
you  should  bave  skipped  over  some  articles  of  the 
Creed,  and  should  bave  attended  only  to  others  ;  for 
we  certainly  bave  it  not  in  our  choice  to  reçoive  and 
believe  only  certain  doctrines  of  the  Sacred  Scripture, 
and  to  reject  what  we  please.  The  same  authority 
which  bas  enjoined  us  to  beUeve  in  God  the  Father 
Almigbty,  and  in  Jésus  Christ  our  Lord,  and  in  the 
Holy  Ghost,  enjoins  us  also  to  believe  in  the  holy 
Catholtc  Church  and  Communion  of  Saints  :  and  if  it 
be  our  duty  to  be  ready  to  give  to  any  one  who  asks 
it  the  reason  of  our  faith  in  the  blessed  Trinîty,  it 
appoars  equally  necessary  to  be  ready  to  give  the  reason 
of  our  faith  in  any  other  doctrine,  enjoined  by  the  same 
authority  :  and  we  cannot  give  a  reason  without  having 
previously  acquired  some  correct  knowledge  of  the 
subject.  We  read,  in  Sacred  Scripture,  that  the 
church  is  the  pillar  and  ground  of  truth — that  we  are 
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not  to  look  for  salvation  but  in  the  church — that  ît  is 
the  exclusive  object  of  our  Saviour's  love,  and  that  he 
gave  himself  and  died  for  the  church.  AU  this  makes 
it  a  most  important  subject;  and  I  mention  ail  this 
to  justify  mj  early  anxiety  and  pains  to  become  well 
acquainted  with  its  nature  and  constitution,  its  privi- 
lèges 'and  its  powers  ;  and  I  entertain  the  hope  that 
the  view  in  which  I  hâve  now  placed  the  importance 
of  this  subject,  may  induce  you  not  to  leave  ^'  to  a 
leisure  time  the  investigation"  of  an  article  of  the 
Creed,  in  which  are  involved  conséquences  of  unspeak- 
able  moment. 

I  verily  believe,  that  when  you  fairly  and  leamedly 
investigate  the  subject,  (in  which  laudable  labour  I 
should  be  happy  to  afford  you  any  assistance  in  my 
power,  but  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  afford  you  much,^ 
you  will  find  that  the  Scottish  Church  is  a  true  church, 
and  a  very  pure  onc  too  :  that  any  one,  therefore,  who 
séparâtes  from  it,  throws  himself  into  a  state  of  schism. 
That  the  bishops  of  the  Scotch  Church  are  rightly 
consecrated,  according  to  the  usage  and  canons  of  the 
primitive  church,  and  are  therefore  each,  in   his  re- 
spective diocess,  to  be,  for  conscience  sake,  obeyed  by 
ail  Christians  within  the  diocess.    That,  in  ail  respects 
spiritual,  they  are  exactly  as  good  bishops  as  the  £ng- 
lish,  (or  any  others  in  Christendom,)  although  they  do 
not,  like  them,  enjoy  the  faveur  and  protection  of  the 
State.     That  this  circumstance,  however,  ought  not^ 
in  the  eyes  of  sincère  Christians,  to  produce  any  pré- 
judice against  them,  as  it  does  in  the  eyes  of  many 
who  are  ignorant  or  forgetful  of  the  nature  of  Christ's 
kingdom.     On  the  coiitrary,  it  should  excite  their  pîty 
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and  their  charity^  knowing  that  a  cup  of  cold  water^ 
gîven  to  any  of  the  farnUy  of  Christ,  for  Christ's  sake, 
shall  in  nowise  lose  its  reward. 

You  are  perfectly  correct  in  stating  that  a  Scotch 
priest  could  not  be  admitted  to  the  cure  of  soûls  in  an 
English  diocess  ;  but  we  must  remember  that  thîs  re- 
striction is  purely  political  :  his  priesthood  is  as  good 
as  that  of  any  man  in  the  English  Ghurch.  Again, 
you  say — "  1  hâve  no  purpose  of  becoming  a  member 
of  the  Scotch  Church  in  any  other  way  than  by  the 
authority  of  the  church  to  which  I  do  belong." 

I  bave  carefiilly  attempted  to  collect  the  meaning  of 
this  sentence,  but  I  cannot.  I  will  take  it  as  a  faveur, 
îf  you  will  just  explain  it  a  little  in  your  next.  (If  I 
hâve  been  obscure  in  what  I  hâve  M^ritten,  I  will  do 
the  same.)  You  seem  to  consider  that  you  may  be- 
corne  a  member  of  the  Scotch  Church  by  authority  of 
the  English  Church.  How  can  this  be  ?  Is  it  so  ?  In 
hope  of  soon  hearing  from  you,  I  now  put  an  end  to 
my  long,  and,  I  fear,  a  tedious  scrawL     I  remain,  &c. 


Dr  Bell  to  the  Rev.  Thomas  Sihes. 

4,  Union  Place,  Lambeth,  20th  April  1807. 

Dear  Sir, 

Having  received  your  learned  and  able  communi- 
cation on  the  eve  of  my  setting  out  for  the  metro- 
polis,  I  bave  not,  till  this  day,  had  it  in  my  power  to 
sit  down  with  a  pen  in  my  hand  to  acknowledge  this 
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new  obligation  laid  on  me.  I  am  yery  sensible  of  the 
earnest  attention  you  show^  in  fumishing  me  wîth  the 
best  information  on  a  subject  vhich  you  hâve  digested 
and  matured  to  your  own  entire  conviction  ;  and  I  hope 
that,  like  ail  learned  and  deeply  read  men^  you  will  be 
always  ready  to  make  ample  allowances  for  the  weak- 
nesses  and  infirmities  of  those  who  hâve  either  gîven 
less  diligence,  or  hâve  been  less  successful  in  their  en- 
quiries  ;  and  who  cannot  so  readily  and  so  fiilly  make  up 
their  minds  to  the  same  standard  of  entire  satisfaction 
and  conviction  on  such  points  as  neither  our  Saviour  nor 
his  apostles,  nor  those  oî  far  inferior  authority  in  my 
appréhension,  however  vénérable  and  revered — ^the  &- 
thers  of  the  church,  nor  our  church,  nor  our  présent 
ecclesiastical  superiors,  frôm  whom  I  hâve  never  seen 
reason  to  diflfer — ^have  furnished  us  with  instruction.  It 
is,  therefore,  not  from  any  prédilection  to  such  questions, 
but  in  acquiescence  with  your  réquisition,  and  as  a  mark 
of  the  estimation  in  which  I  hold  your  character,  and 
the  déférence  with  which  1  regard  your  opinions,  that  I 
hâve  brought  myself  to  withdraw  my  mind  this  evening 
from  the  great  and  practical  duties  in  which  I  am  en- 
gaged,  to  give  you  ail  the  satisfaction  which  I  can  gîve 
you  in  the  objects  of  your  enquiry  :  and  hère,  if  I  should 
again,  as  must  inevitably  happen  in  writing  without 
previous  reading  for  the  purpose,  or  due  deUberation, 
overlook  many  points  which  your  great  learning  and 
extensive  knowledge  embrace  in  one  grasp,  I  beg  you 
will  impute  the  omission,  either  to  my  unacquainted- 
ness  with  the  subject,  or  my  purpose  of  only  speaking 
to  those  précise  articles  to  which  you  hâve  directed  my 
attention,  and  in  which  you  scem  to  think  we  are  not 
agrced. 
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The  first  remaxk  to  which  you  call  my  attention  is^ 
that  you  are  surprised  I  should  hâve  skîpped  over  some 
articles  of  the  Greed^  and  should  hâve  attended  only 
to  others?  This  I  never  did  intentionally;  but  if  in  an 
impromptu  and  extempore  answer  to  your  enquiries^ 
while  my  mind  was  fîill  of  other  and  immédiate  duties^ 
I  was  guilty  of  many  omissions^  I  can  trust  that  you 
will  now  impute  those  omissions  to  the  real  cause.  I 
greatly  suspect  that  it  is  not  in  the  omission  of  any  article 
of  our  Creed,  but  in  the  (interprétation  or  rather)  appli- 
cation of  it  to  spécifie  points,  where  we  are  left  without 
guidance^  and  direction  or  authority^  as  to  thèse  spé- 
cifie points,  that  we  differ,  if  we  do  at  ail  differ.  In  every 
point  which  in  my  eyes  seems  material,  and  in  every  gê- 
nerai proposition  you  hâve  uttered,  I  am  entirely  agreed 
with  you  :  and  I  do  not  know  any  one  point  in  which 
I  differ,  if  it  be  not  in  an  application  of  one  article  of 
our  Creed,  which  you  construe,  (and  perhaps  with 
more  light  than  I  possess,)  with  many  of  our  able  and 
best  divines,  to  denounce  schism  against  our  poor, 
unprotected,  and  suffering  brethren  of  the  English 
Episcopal  Church  in  Scotland,  who,  in  gênerai,  appear 
to  expose  themselves  to  obloquy»  and  even  to  temporal 
and  spiritual  privations  for  conscience  sake;  and  who,  I 
believe,  hâve  declined  temporal  advantages  rather  than 
attach  themselves  to  a  church,  where  they  neither  felt 
the  necessary  conviction,  nor  could  obtain  the  authority 
of  their  own  church,  which  to  them  appeared  essential, 
and  where  they  did  not  know  but  that  they  might 
thereby  incur  the  censure  of  schism  from,  or  dissolve 
their  union  with,  the  church  to  which  they  belong. 
TKs  much  I  do  know,  that  a  worthy  and  conscientious 
minister  of  the  English  Church,  officiating  in  Scotland, 
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did  consult  his  arclibishop^  who  happened  to  be  ako 
his  bisliop,  on  this  very  question^  and  was  not  adviised 
to  enlist  under  the  banners  of  the  Scottish  ChurcL 
Wîth  thèse  and  other  facts  well  known  to  me,  I  do  not 
disapprove  of  those  who,  for  conscience  sake,  go  over 
to  the  Cburch  of  Scotland  :  nor  do  I  condemn  those 
who,  for  conscience  sake,  submit  to  a  comparative  state 
of  dégradation^  rather  than  do  what  to  them  appeara 
a  dereliction,  without  the  reqnisite  authority  of  the 
chiirch  to  which  they  do  belong  :  and  to  them  I  dare  not 
impute  the  sin  of  schism  on  the  ground  yon  seem  to 
hâve  taken,  that  of  ^^  sépara  ting  themselves  fix>m  the 
Scottish  Church  ;"  for  this  is  a  crime  which  it  seems  to 
me  impossible  they  should  commit  who  never  did  be- 
long to  the  Scottish  Church,  and,  therefore,  cannot 
separate  themselves  from  it.  At  the  same  time  I  am 
hère,  as  every  where,  perfectly,  and  with  entire  convic- 
tion, agreed  in  your  gênerai  propositions,  that  ''  an j  one 
who  séparâtes  himself  from  it  throws  himself  into  a 
State  of  schism."  Any  of  its  own  members,  who  with- 
draw  from  it,  are  guilty  of  schism,  provided  it  be  not  to 
enter  the  Church  of  England;  but  I  do  not  think  in  like 
manner  of  those  my  brethren  of  the  Church  of  England, 
who  do  not  think  themselves  warranted  in  so  far  renoun- 
cing  the  church  to  which  they  belong,  as  to  enlist  under 
the  banners  of  a  sister  church,  however  pure  and  Chris- 
tian. Thèse,  my  sentiments,  I  oflfer  with  great  diffi- 
dence,  and  only  at  your  request,  and  am  willing  to 
confess,  that  it  is  a  subject  attended  with  considérable 
difficulties,  and  on  which  I  think  it  wise  to  suspend  my 
opinion,  and  to  look  with  no  less  regard  on  those  who 
differ  from  me,  as  those  who  agrée  with  me. 

This,  I  am  persuaded,  is  the  only  real  différence  of 
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opinion  between  you  and  myself  ;  and  it  is  a  point  on 
M^hich  I  am  so  diffîdent  of  my  own  opinion^  that  nothing 
but  my  désire  of  proving  myself  not  altogether  unwor- 
thy  of  your  confidence^  your  good  wishes,  and  good 
intentions^  towards  me^  would  bave  led  to  this  exposi- 
tion of  my  sentiments. 

I  am  aware  that  tbere  are  otber  questions  in  whicb 
you  may  tbink  we  are  not  so  entirely  agreed  as  I  bave 
supposed.  But  it  seems  to  me  scarce  necessary  to 
return  to  tbese^  as  I  am  persuaded  tbat  you  bave  eitber 
mistaken  my  sentiments^  or  tbat  tbe  différence  is  of  a 
spéculative  or  metapbysical  complexion^  and  an  object 
leading  to  polemical  divinity^  of  wbicb  I  am  little 
capable^  and  to  wbicb  I  am  less  inclined.  For  your 
satisfaction,  bowever,  I  must  say,  tbat  so  far  from 
*^  skipping  over  one  of  tbe  articles  of  our  Creed,"  I 
profess  it  as  necessary  as  you  do,  to  "  believe  in  tbe 
holy  CathoHc  Cburcb  and  Communion  of  Saints,  as 
well  as  in  God  tbe  Fatber  Almigbty,  and  in  Jésus 
Cbrist  our  Lord,  and  in  tbe  Holy  Gbost."  But  in 
my  bumble  conception,  tbere  is  a  wide  discrimination, 
wbicb  may  be  readily  conceived,  but  tbe  explanation  of 
wbicb  borders  so  nearly  on  casuistry,  and  appears  to  me 
of  so  little  moment,  eitber  to  be  felt  or  explained,  tbat 
I  only  mentioned  it  in  conversation,  as  an  apology  for 
not  explaining  tbe  former  article  as  you  do.  Of  tbe 
belief  in  tbe  evor-blessed  Trinity,  and  tbe  application 
of  tbat  belief  to  great  spiritual  purposes,  and,  as  I  tbink, 
to  great  practical  duties,  we  are  agreed  witb  tbe  Cburcb 
of  Rome  and  tbe  Reformed  cburcbes,  so  are  we  bke- 
wise  witb  most,  if  not  ail,  of  tbese,  in  our  belief  of  tbe 
boly  Catbolic  Cburcb  and  Communion  of  Saints;  but,  in 
tbe  application  of  tbis  doctrine,  bow  widely  do  tbey  dif- 
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fer  from  us  !   The  Romans  confine  the  Catholic  Chmch 
and  Communion  of  Saints  within  the  pale  of  their  own 
church.     Other  churches  are  more  libéral  in  their  sen- 
timents and  interprétation  ;  and  we  ourselves,  I  verily 
believe^  differ  from  one  another  in  regard  to  the  nature, 
extent;  and  mode  of  this  belief.     Some^  if  net  ail  of  us, 
will  embrace  our  sister  Church  of  Scotland,  and  others 
will  not  exclude  our  brethren  in  Scotland  who  hare  not 
united  themselves  to  that  church.     Whence  anses  this 
différence  ;  from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  or  from  pré- 
judice, or  from  caprice  ?     The  sublime  doctrine  of  the 
Trinity  is  revealed  to  us  by  the  infallible  oracles  of 
God,  as  far  as  it  is  necessary  for  our  compréhension 
and  its  application;  and  ail  the  faithfril  spread  oyer 
the  wide  world  who  reçoive  this  reyelation  acquiesce  in 
the  belief  of  this  mystery,  and  we  of  the  Church  of 
England  are  satisfied  with  the  exposition  of  it  which  our 
creeds  furnish  her  sons  ;  and  we  are  left  without  excuse 
if  we  debate  or  dispute.     The  doctrine  is  indépendant 
of  earth,  and  every  thing  earthly.     Of  a  kin  to  this  is 
the  invisible  and  inward  Catholic  church  and  spiritual 
communion  of  saints.     Every  man  can  tell  whether  he 
himself  belongs  to  this  number^  but  he  cannot  predi^ 
cate  with  certainty  whether  any  other  does^  or  does  not. 
Of  the  visible  and  outward  church,  of  which  I  conceire 
you  to  speak,  and  of  which  only  I  speak,  the  case  is 
widely  différent.     Hère  every  one  considers  his  own 
church  of  this  description  exclusively,  or  inclusively,  as 
his  tenets  or  disposition  leads  ;  and  our  church  has  not 
thought  it  necessary  to  enter  into  any  précise  or  spécifie 
description,  by  which  we  can  certainly  form  our  opinions 
of  the  nature,  extent,  and  mode  of  this  belief. 

After  wrîting  so  long,  and  to  a  late,  or  rathcr  early 
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hour^  and  tiring  you  with  my  crude  and  undigested 
notions^  I  find  a  categoricai  question  yet  to  answer^  and 
yet  I  hâve  to  say  in  what  sensé  I  said,  "  I  hâve  no 
purpose  of  becoming  a  member  of  the  Scottish  Church 
in  any  other  way  than  by  the  authority  of  the  church 
to  which  I  do  belong."  In  a  letter,  written  at  the 
moment  of  receiving  yours,  without  préméditation,  and 
without  weighing  the  words,  or  the  meaning  of  the 
expressions,  you  will  not  be  surprised  at  any  inaccuracy, 
and  if  I  should  not  recollect  the  context  sufficiently  to 
say  what  was  passing  in  my  mind  at  the  time.  But  if 
this  sentence  was  meant  at  once  to  qualify  and  appre- 
cîate  my  sincère  approbation  of  the  Church  of  Scotland, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  mark  my  obédience  to,  and 
vénération  for,  the  ^'  church  to  which  I  do  belong,"  and 
my  ignorance,  whether  I  am  left  to  myself  to  say  that 
I  belong  to  any  other  church,  however  pure  and  holy, 
than  the  Church  of  England,  or  owe  obédience  to  any 
other  ecdesiastical  superiors  than  those  set  over  me  by 
the  canons  and  constitution  of  the  church — then  I  should 
consider  the  sentence  as  merely  hypothetical,  and  that 
it  is  not  necessary  to  hâve  any  distinct  appréhension 
how  this  can  be  donc  to  understand  me  as  saying  hy- 
pothetically,  if  this  should  fall  out,  then,  such  is  my 
opinion  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  nothing  more  would 
be  wanting  to  satisfy  my  mind,  and  I  would  conscien- 
tiously  acquiesce.  In  this  hypothetical  sensé,  it  is  not 
even  necessary  to  show  that  the  thing  is  not  impossible. 
But  it  is  not  unUkely  that,  looking  forward,  as  we 
sometimes  do  in  contemplations  such  as  were  then  pré- 
sent to  my  mind,  and  regarding  the  apostolical  cha- 
racter  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  even  its  superior 
adaptation   to   a  monarchical  government,  compared 
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wîth  the  perhaps  not  less  pure  and  spiritual  doctrines 
and  the  republican  form  of  the  govemment  of  the  Kirk 
of  Scotland,  in  the  General  Assembly  of  whîch  we  harc 
lately  seen  a  question  pubhcly  agitated^  in  the  présence 
of  the  people,  little  short  of  what  occupied  the  French 
Convention — I  say,  that,  contemplating  the  character 
and  government  of  the  Church  of  England^  I  some- 
times  indulge  the  fond  hope,  that^  if  I  were  to  live  a 
thousand  years,  I  should  see  ît  established  over  this 
island,  just  as  I  am  fdlly  persuaded  and  convinced  that 
a  System  of  éducation  founded  on  nature  and  truth 
will,  in  the  course  of  âges,  spread  over  the  cîvilized 
world.  It  is  not  unlikely  that,  regarding  it  as  an  event 
not  impossible  in  the  course  of  âges,  Ëpiscopacy  may 
be  reviewed  in  Scotland  as  more  congenial  to  the  apos- 
tolical  and  primitive  churches,  and  even  to  the  genius 
and  character  of  her  enlightened  sons;  and  that  our 
church  should  déclare  the  bishops  of  the  Scottish 
Church  duly  consecrated,  and  entided,  as  well  as  their 
English  brethren,  to  the  duty  and  obédience  of  ail  her 
sons  ;  or  (what  you  may,  perhaps,  conceîve  nearer  at 
hand,  and  I  as  wanting  to  remove  the  scruples  of 
several  sons  of  our  church)  should  order  ail  her  minis- 
ters,  while  in  Scotland,  to  put  themselves  under  the 
dominion  of  the  Scottish  bishops,  I  then,  in  either  case, 
or  any  other  such,  express  my  willingness  to  conform 
myself  to  this  decree. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  tedious  letter,  without  again 
thanking  you  for  your  obliging  offer  of  assisting  and 
directing  my  studies  in  this  subject,  and  assuring  you 
that,  as  soon  as  I  can  spare  the  time  without  interfe^ 
ring  with  my  occupations,  I  shall  give  every  attention 
to  your  recommendation  and  instructions.     But  if,  en- 
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gaged  as  I  am  in  pursuits  which  appear  to  me  fitted 
to  retain  and  bring  into  the  bosom  of  that  church  thou- 
sands  of  her  children^  and  train  them  up  in  its  practical 
doctrines  and  discipline^  I  should  net  give  ail  the  time 
you  may  tliink  requisite,  you  will  recollect  that  this 
subject  is  at  présent  a  matter  of  spéculation^  and  an 
unprofitable  doctrine^  as  to  me;  and  I  can  trust  that 
you  wiU  dispense^  for  the  présent,  with  my  offering  any 
furtber  opinions  on  this  difficult  question,  and  wait  till 
I  can  say  that  I  hâve  made  up  my  mind,  if  I  should 
make  it  up  to  my  own  satisfaction.  At  the  same  time, 
if,  in  this  hurried  reply,  for  I  reaJly  cannot  spare  time 
to  examine,  digest,  and  mature  and  condense,  I  should 
bave  committed  many  errors  and  blunders,  I  shall  be 
happy  in  your  correction.  You  will  hâve  the  goodness 
to  dispense  with  my  writing  again  on  a  subject  on  which 
I  never  wrote  till  desired  by  you,  and  which,  I  am  afraid, 
borders  on  that  controversial  and  polemical  divinity, 
which  I  industriously  seek  to  avoid,  while  I  hâve  im- 
médiate and  important  offices  to  perform.  With  the 
greatest  respect  for  the  studies  and  pursuits  in  which 
you  are  engaged,  I  trust  for  equal  indulgence  to  those 
which  occupy  my  mind;  and  that  you  will  believe 
that,  in  the  beautifîil  variety  of  characters  and  talents, 
each  is  employed  in  the  province  appropriate  to  him. 
In  hopes  of  seeing  you  soon,  I  am,  &c. 
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TTie  Rev.  Thomas  Sikes  to  Dr  BelL 

Guilsborough,  near  Nortbampton, 
May  15, 1807. 

Dear  Sir, 

In  the  close  of  your  last,  (for  which  I  am  veiy 
much  obliged  to  you,)  you  observe  that  the  subject 
before  us,  '^  is  at  présent  a  matter  of  spéculation^  and, 
as  to  you,  an  unprofitable  doctrine."  I  cannot  admit 
tbat  any  article  of  the  Creed,  or  the  right  interprétation 
or  application  of  any  article  of  the  Creed,  can  be  called 
a  matter  of  spéculation,  or  an  unprofitable  doctrine  to 
any  one,  especially  this  of  the  Church  and  Communion 
of  Saints,  in  which,  we  are  agreed,  are  involved  se  many 
weighty  points  of  doctrine,  and  so  many  important 
duties.  But  your  observation,  I  think,  makes  it  proper 
for  me  to  state  to  you  the  motives  which  made  me  dési- 
rons of  discussing  the  question  with  you,  who  now  hâve 
little  to  do  with  the  north  and  Scottish  afiairs,  and  are 
residing  upon,  perhaps,  the  most  southem  extremity  of 
the  kingdom. 

First,  then,  I  certainly  liked  my  acquaintance,  and 
I  shall  endeavour  to  deserve  a  reciprocal  sensation.  I 
imagined,  likewise,  that  I  saw  in  him  a  libéral  mind 
and  a  professional  zeal,  which  is  not  every  where  to  be 
found  united;  and  lastly,  I  apprehended  that,  from 
your  respectable  connexions  in  the  north,  and  in  £ng- 
land,  occasions  might  occur,  which,  in  your  présent 
state  of  mind,  you  might  use  to  the  disparagement  of 
the  Episcopal  authority  in  Scotland,  but  which  I  am 
in  great  hopes  you  will  see  good  reason  to  improve. 
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for  the  promotion  of  the  unity  and  the  welfere  of  the 
Scottish  Episcopacy  ;  for  I  am  very  certain  that  you 
are  the  last  man  living^  knowingly  and  wittingly  to 
lend  a  hand  for  the  overthrow  of  Church  discipline, 
or  to  justify  the  unlawful  endeavours  of  those  who 
would  do  it,  either  in  our  own  church,  or  in  any 
other. 

The  case  before  us  is  this: — You  are  of  opinion 
that  the  EngUsh  ordained  clergy  now  officiating  in 
Scotland,  without  license  from  the  Scottish  bishop  of 
the  diocess,  and  altogether  rejecting  his  jurisdiction 
and  authority,  are  to  be  justified.  I  am  of  a  contrary 
opinion,  and  deny  that  they  can  be  justified  upon  any 
Christian  principle  ;  and  am  ready  to  charge  them  di- 
rectly  with  schism,  the  effect  of  which  is  the  destruc- 
tion of  any  church  whaterer  ;  and,  indeed,  I  am  so 
much  at  a  loss  even  to  guess  upon  what  ground  you 
would  attempt  to  justify  them,  that  I  know  not,  till 
I  know  that,  what  it  is  that  I  should  suggest,  or  in 
what  manner  I  can  suggest  any  thing  worth  your  at- 
tention ;  for  ail  antiquity,  and  présent  practice  too,  is 
against  them.  Let  us,  then,  suppose  ourselves  in  Scot- 
land,  and  that  you  and  I,  if  you  please,  hâve  just  lighted 
upon  a  clergyman  at  the  door  of  the  Episcopal  chapel, 
lately  arrived  from  England,  and  about  to  enter  and 
ofiBciate  in  the  congrégation.  I  maintain  that  he  ought 
not  to  enter.  You  are  of  a  différent  opinion,  and  are 
about  to  défend  him.  I  would  then  ask  him  thèse  two 
questions — Pray,  sir,  what  brought  you  hère  ?  and  by 
what  avihmty  do  you  claim  the  right  of  ministering  in 
this  congrégation  ? 

I  apprehend  that  thèse  two  questions,  with  the  an- 
swers  that  may  be  made  to  them,  will  nearly  include 
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ail  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  If  you  will  be  so 
good  to  Btate^  in  a  simple  and  direct  answer  to  the  two 
queries  put  to  our  supposed  gentleman^  what  appears 
to  you  to  be  bis  justification,  I  shall  then  see  at  once 
where  it  is  that,  according  to  my  judgment,  you  may 
perhaps  fiail  :  and  so  shall  be  able  more  satisfactorîly  to 
submit  to  you,  according  to  your  request,  my  objections 
or  corrections.  With  confidence  and  with  pleasure  I 
shall  submit  them,  because  I  can  beliere  that  the  sacred 
truth,  upon  any  article  of  faith,  is  as  much  an  object  of 
your  regard  as  it  can  be  of  mine  ;  and  because,  likewise, 
I  believe  that  any  thing  that  I  shall  submit  to  you,  in 
the  décent  spirit  of  a  Christian,  will  be  sure  to  meet  with 
your  attention  and  regard. 

I  bave  again,  you  see,  taken  my  time  to  reply;  but  I 
do  so  in  conséquence  of  what  you  say  respecting  your 
avocations  connected  with  the  subject  of  éducation.  I 
hope  this  will  find  you  (not,  I  trust,  at  leisure  with 
respect  to  that  weighty  subject,  but)  sufficiently  at  lei- 
suie  to  return  me  an  answer  in  the  manner  I  hâve 
desired,  perhaps  in  a  short  time,  as  I  imagine  such  an 
answer  will  give  you  little  trouble,  but  will  serve  the 
purpose  of  directing  my  thoughts  to  those  points  wbich 
yourself  will  bave  to  bring  forward.     Yours,  &c. 

P.S. — I  shall  be  very  happy  to  see  you  hère.  K 
you  cannot  make  me  a  visit,  at  least  make  me  a  vis,  if 
you  can,  before  your  return  to  Swanage. 
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haàji  Apreece  to  Dr  Bell. 


Jane  1»  1807. 

The  Bcheme  of  a  school  on  the  model  of  the  Maie 
Asylum  at  Madras,  has  lately  fallea  into  the  hands  of  a 
lady^  who^  impressed  with  the  most  exalted  idea  of  the 
superior  excellence  of  the  plan^  is  solicitouslj  bent  on 
haring  her  Bon's  éducation  conducted  upon  a  similar  one, 
if  it  be  possible.  Presuming^  therefore^  on  that  kindness 
andbeneyolence  that  so  eminently  distinguishes  the  char- 
acter  of  Dr  Bell,  she  is  tempted  to  request  the  £skvour  of 
him  to  inform  her  if  there  is^  in  any  part  of  this  kingdom, 
a  classical  school  conducted  upon  Âe  same  model  ?  If  Dr 
Bell  can  answer  this  question  in  the  affirmative^  the  lady 
will  wait  on  him  any  day  and  hour  he  will  hâve  the  good- 
ness  to  appoint^  and  communicate  ail  the  particulars  of 
^e  case  in  question.  If^  unhappily,  no  such  school  is 
to  be  found^  (for  those  youths  who  are  intended  for  col- 
lege,  leamed  professions^  or  are  in  a  rank  of  life  that 
make  a  classical  éducation  indispensably  necessary,)  she 
kopes  and  trusts  that  Dr  Bell  will  find  no  difficulty  in 
excusing  her  for  wishing  not  to  commit  herself,  for 
reasons  which^  in  case  of  a  meeting,  shall  be  iully  and 
satisfactorily  explained.  It  has  this  moment  occurred 
to  her,  that,  if  not  altogether  so  perfect,  something  per« 
haps  may  be  found  that  approaches  nearer  to  Dr  Bell's 
plan  than  any  that  is  indiscriminately  adopted  in  our 
schools,  both  public  and  private  ;  and  if  so,  she  begs 
leave  to  add,  that  any  communication  from  Dr  Bell  on 
the  subject  will  be  most  thankfîilly  and  grateftiUy  re- 
ceived. 


\ 
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Dr  BeJl  to  G.  W.  Marriot,  Esc. 

Leytonstone,  Ist  Aug.  1807. 

My  ever  dear  Friend, 

Havîng  been  from  home  when  jour  latest(6od 
forbid  it  should  be  your  last!)  token  of  your  inviolable 
attachment  to  our  common  occupations  reached  Union 
Place,  and  having  wandered  with  my  friends^  and  in 
the  midst  of  scholastic  and  professional  duties  ever  sînce^ 
I  fear  I  hare  missed  the  opportunity  of  making  my 
Personal  acknowledgments  of  your  good  offices^  your 
well-timed,  and  well-directed,  and  well-tempered  ser- 
vices, and  of  your  earnest,  and,  as  I  feel,  honest  and 
sincère,  attachment  to  my  pursuits. 

Our  n^ilitary  friend,  by  whose  side  I  now  write,  and 
who  is  making  his  returns,  would,  as  well  as  myself^ 
haye  been  at  the  Temple,  end  of  this  week,  if  we  had 
not  thought  you  gone.  When  you  go,  if  I  had  had  such 
a  fellow-labourer  from  the  beginning,  I  should  hare  felt 
myself  unconscious  of  being  able  to  go  on  without  you^ 
and,  though  assisted  by  our  common  friends  and  fellow- 
labourers,  your  fair  cousin,  and  your  cousin's  husband, 
I  should  hâve  thought  it  timc  to  shut  up  shop  till  your 
return  ;  and  where  my  destiny  may  be,  in  the  intérim^ 
I  cannot  now  conjecture.  Having,  from  the  commence- 
ment, no  assistance,  no  associate,  tiU  of  late,  and  having, 
not  only  without  aid,  but  at  times,  under  every  circum- 
stance  of  résistance,  opposition,  combination,  and  con- 
spiracy,  not  only  gone  on,  but  even  gone  on  successlully^ 
I  am  not  entirely  without  hopes  that  I  may  be  able  to 
keep  matters  alive  till  your  retum,  ^br^ow.  But,  much 
as  I  shall  miss  you,  and  much  as  I  shall  want  some  one 
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who  will  listen  to  me  when  I  think  aloud^  who  will 
enter  into  ail  my  views  and  projects,  bear  with  ail  my 
inequalities^  my  weaknesses^  and  infirmities,  and  for  the 
sake  of  the  objecta  or  îts  author^  excuse  the  many  need- 
less  troubles  and  obtrusions^  and  the  multiform  errors 
brought  upon  hîm — nay,  much  as  I  shall  lament  that 
he  îs  not  now  at  hand^  whom  I  could  consult  on  every 
emergency,  or  interrupt  with  every  trifle^  and  whose 
unsolicited,  and  temperate^  and  warm  assistance  was 
never  wanting^  who  was  pleased  and  smiled  when  others 
would  hâve  complained  and  frowned  :  still  I  rejoice  that 
you  are  to  hâve  a  temporary  rospite  from  the  severîty 
of  your  pursuits,  and  the  intensity  of  your  studios.     I 
rejoice  that,  in  consulting  for  your  relatives  and  friends, 
you  will  necessarily  consult  for  your  own  health  and 
repose.     Above  ail,  I  rejoice,  whatever  the  event  may 
be  to  my  pursuits,  or  to  me,  that  you  are  to  spend  the 
rest  of  your  life  under  far  more  endearing  ties,  and  far 
more  interesting  duties.     Upon  thèse  nearer  and  pri- 
mary  duties  the  colour  of  your  future  pursuits  will  dé- 
pend.    Whatever  they  be,  may  they  be  auspicious  !    I 
know  not,  you  know  not,  how  far  we  shall,  in  future, 
be  fellow-labourers,  but  I  know  you  will  always  hâve 
my  best  wishes,  in  whatever  laudable  and  beneficent 
objects  you  shall  be  engaged  ;  and  I  hope  I  may  say 
without  vanity^  that  I  shall  ever  hâve  your  good  wishes 
and  prayers  in  behalf  of  spreading  industry,  morality, 
and  religion,  through  the  kingdom  and  the  world. 

No  man,  perhaps,  ever  received  such  multiplied  ex- 
pressions of  the  partiality  of  patrons  and  of  friends  as 
bave  fallen  to  my  lot,  in  the  North,  the  West^  the  JSast, 
and  the  South.  But  certainly,  strong  as  the  impression 
they  bave  left  on  my  hcart  is,  I  can  still  feel  with  re- 
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newed  and  increased  vîvacity  the  pledges  whîch  haye 
proceeded  from  you,  and  tlirough  your  hands.  Yonr 
affectionate  and  friendly  frontispîece — ^your  firiend  Mr 
Gumming's  masterly,  partial,  and  benevolent  criticism, 
and  good  wîshes — ^Lord  Radstock's  most  flatterîng  and 
yet  most  gratîfyîng  register — laudari  a  laudaiis  viris-^ 
are  memorials  which  I  shall  préserve  for  ever  în  the 
cabinet  of  my  memory,  if  we  are  allowed,  as  I  doubt 
not  we  shall,  to  retain  in  a  future  state,  the  remem* 
brance  of  what  is  most  worthy  of  being  recorJed  in  a 
présent  world 


George  Dempster^  Esq^  to  Dr  BelL 

Dunnichen,  Forfiur,  15th  September  1807. 

Révérend  and  dear  Sir, 

I  am  deep  in  your  debt,  first,  for  your  letter  of 
last  year  from  the  west  of  Scotland;  next,  for  your 
treatise  on  Education;  and  lastly,  for  your  sermon 
preached  at  Lambeth.  I  own  the  debt,  and  beg  par- 
don of  my  créditer.  Your  sermon,  which  I  read  last 
Sunday,  pleased  me  exceedingly.  Yqu  deUver  your 
own  sentiments  in  Scriptural  phrase — ^which  I  think 
very  energetic  and  proper,  both  in  sermons  and  prayers. 
I  rejoice  that  your  discovery,  as  to  éducation,  bas 
attracted  so  much  notice;  because  I  hope  you  may 
build  upon  it,  not  only  ecclesiastical  famé,  but  prefer- 
ment,  which  is  a  solider  good,  superadded  to  honour. 
I  hope  you  will  get  yourself  presented  at  court,  and 
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now  and  thcn  attend  the  levées;  and  get  better  ac- 
quainted  with  the  hierarchy  of  tlie  church — Archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  Bishop  of  London,  &c.,  &c.;  and  bustle 
to  be  made  canon  or  prebend.     Sic  itur  ad  astra. 

Such  is  the  road  to  a  bîshopric^  which^  that  you  may 
reach,  is^  I  do  assure  you^  my  sincère  wish.  By  the  way^ 
howerer,  you  must  expect  to  meet  envy,  malice^  and 
opposition.  You  hâve  ahready  laid  a  solid  foundation 
to  withstand  their  malignity.  I  hope  you  and  Mrs 
Bell  enjoy  good  health.  You  hâve  gotten  the  best  end 
of  the  island  for  the  next  seven  months^  and  I  envy  you 
for  it.  I  hâve  just  recovered  from  the  jaws  of  death. 
Seventy  long  summer  days  hâve  I  been  confined  to 
bed  ;  but  now^  thank  God^  I  hâve  got  up^  and  am  as 
vrell  as  I  can  expect  at  an  age^  long  before  which  most 
of  my  contemporaries  hâve  been  carried  to  their  graves 
— 76  A.  E.  My  wife  is  very  well,  and  remembers  you 
kindly.  Farewell,  my  dear  Rev.  Sir,  your  affectionate^ 
humble  servant. 


The  Bev.  Thomas  Sikes  to  Dr  Bell. 

Gnilsborough,  October  29,  1807. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  had  the  pleasure^  a  long  time  ago^  of  scrawling 
a  few  lines  to  you  upon  the  subject,  which,  I  trust,  is 
as  interesting  to  you  as  it  is  to  me  ;  at  the  same  time 
desiring  that  you  would  give  me  a  reply  when  you  were 
at  leisure.  I  requested  you  to  give  me  the  solution  of 
two  generics,  which  I  said  would  suggest  to  me  what 
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sort  of  matter  I  should  want  for  yoar  satis&ctioii,  if 
haply  I  am  to  satisfy  you^  upon  any  point  upon  which 
we  may  hâve  a  différent  opinion.  Either  my  letter  has 
miscarriedy  or  you  hâve  been  otherwise  employed^  and 
hâve  forgotten  me.  Some  Mend  told  me  that  you  were 
now  at  Swanage^  and  so  I  trouble  you  where  I  waited 
to  catch  you  at  leisure»  Do  soon  favour  me  with  a  line, 
for  I  do  not  forget  you^  or  the  subject  before  us  ;  and, 
when  you  write,  be  so  good  to  inform  me  to  what  extent 
your  plan  of  éducation  has  been  adopted  at  Lambeth. 
Is  it  extensiye  ?     Yours^  &c. 


Dr  Bell  to  the  Rev.  Thomas  Sikes. 

November  6,  1807. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  blâme  myself  far  more  than  you  can  do,  for  not 
replying  to  your  last  letter,  as  I  did  to  your  former  let- 
ters,  on  its  receipt  ;  for  (were  I  to  reflect  for  ever)  the 
truth  is,  I  hâve  no  leisure  for  délibération  or  consulta- 
tion, on  the  subject  to  which  you  would  kindly  draw 
my  attention  ;  and  I  fear  that  my  head  is  not  logical 
enough  to  enable  me  to  distinguish,  whether  two  paiallel 
churches  should  be  called  thé  same  church,  or  equal 
churches  ;  or  to  explain  to  your  satisfaction,  on  what 
ground  it  was  that  I  thought  the  Bishop  of  Carlisle 
ordained  me  priest,  for  the  express  purpose  of  offîciating 
to  an  English  Episcopal  congrégation  in  Scotland.  Such 
questions,  and  every  other  question  of  polemical  divi- 
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nitj  or  political  controversy^  are  alike  foreign  to  my 
disposition^  my  capacity,  and  the  duties  which  are  given 
to  me  to  perform  by  more  than  human  authority^  as  far 
as  every  man  is  accountable  for  the  peculiar  talents  given 
to  him,  and  for  their  application  to  the  purposes  for 
which  they  are  given. 

You  mistake  widely  when  you  suppose  that  I  am 
hère  at  leisure.  Besides  yarious  duties^  I  hâve  brought 
with  me  more  work  to  perform,  than  I  expect  to  be 
allowed  time  to  perform  it  in.  I  send  you  a  spécimen 
of  the  manner  in  which  I  hâve  been  employed,  that 
you  may  hâve  a  positive  and  better  apology  in  facts, 
than  any  I  can  make  in  words  ;  and  I  can  only  add, 
that  while  I  hâve  urgent,  and,  as  I  conçoive,  impor- 
tant practical  and  indispensable  duties  to  perform,  I 
cannot  give  my  attention  to  questions  which,  as  to  me 
at  présent,  I  must  aver  are  merely  spéculative,  without 
a  manifest  dereliction  of  my  sacred  obligations.  In 
thèse  points,  in  which  you  are  so  deeply  versed,  I  can 
only  seek  for  information  at  your  hands,  and  show  my 
willingness  to  comply  with  your  réquisition,  in  the 
plain  and  lowly  Une  in  which  I  act.  But  as  this  is  done 
to  my  hands  in  the  accompanying  papers,  I  see  no 
occasion  to  add  any  thing  to  the  authentic  information 
which  they  contain. 

Some  time  ago  I  sent  you  a  sermon  from  Mr  G. 
W.  Marriot,  taken  by  one  of  your  friends,  and  oflfered 
it  as  an  apology  for  my  not  entering  into  any  other 
subject  of  discussion  ;  and  I  hope  you  will  think  with 
me,  that  I  should  do  wrong,  if  I,  who  bave  real  and 
présent,  and  interesting  and  indispensable  duties  to 
perform,  were  yet  to  enter  into  spéculative  and  abstract 
questions,  whether  two  churches  are  the  same  and  iden- 
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tical,  or  similar  and  eqnaL  Let  the  resuit  of  such 
investigations  be  what  they  maj,  m  y  mind  and  m  y  eon- 
duct  are  unchanged*  Were  I  to  change  my  scène  of 
action  for  another  coontry^  such  enquiries  might  be- 
come  essential  to  my  right  conduct^  and  then  I  must 
dispense  with  such  duties  as  could  be  dispensed  with. 


General  Flaifd  io  Dr  BelL 

Cofk,  27tli  Janoaiy  1808. 

My  dear  Dr  BeU, 

The  sight  of  your  well-known  handwriting  of  the 
15th  instant^  from  Swanage^  gave  me  very  particular 
pleasure.  I  had  been  talking  of  you  for  some  days^ 
and  had  designed  writing  to  you  at  this  time  for  some 
account  of  yourself.  A  respectable  and  an  old  friend 
like  you  is  not  to  be  dropped,  for  want  of  a  little  pen 
and  ink^  and  it  would  hurt  me  to  think  that  I  was  lost 
to  yoiu*  remembrance. 

I  pass  my  time  in  such  ignorance  of  the  proceedings 
in  England^  that  I  did  not  know  of  your  having  mado 
arrangements  in  the  R.  M.  Asylum^  which,  I  suppose^ 
is  at  Chelsea  ;  but  I  rejoice  to  see  modest  merit  called 
forth  in  the  cause  of  humanity  and  of  the  public^  and  I 
trust  that  the  great  men  with  whom  you  are  now  con- 
versant, will  not  forget  that  merit,  however  retired  and 
modest,  ought  to  meet  reward.  I  well  remember  your 
declining  a  very  handsome  pecuniary  compUment  offered 
you  by  the  govemment  of  Madras,  upon  your  retiring 
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£rom  the  charge  of  the  establishment  there^  and  from 
that  country.  Your  motives  were  most  gênerons^  most 
honourable.  Nevertheless,  your  friends  will  love  you 
none  the  less^  or  diminish  any  thing  of  their  esteem  for 
you,  were  a  good  feit  bénéfice  imposed  upon  you.  It 
would  enlarge  your  means  of  doing  good,  and  of  enjoy- 
ing  the  society  of  those  you  value. 

Your  account  of  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  of 
your  interview  with  the  Duke  of  York,  and  your  com- 
plaint  of  want  of  a  glossary  to  understand  great  men^s 
compliments,  were  not  lost  upon  Lady  Denny  and  upon 
me  ;  and  I  daresay  they  did  not  escape  the  notice  of 
your  most  respectable  and  revered  friend  the  arch- 
bishop, whom  I  hâve  the  honour  of  knowing  only  by 
réputation.  You  did  me  great  honour  by  mentioning 
my  name  to  the  Duke  of  York,  as  one  firom  whom  any 
thing  was  to  be  leamed.  I  only  wish  I  could  feel  my- 
self  more  entitled  to  it  than  I  do.  Alas,  poor  Knox  ! 
whom  you  mention  ;  but  I  do  not  recollect  whom  you 
intend  by  Nt.  as  one  of  the  three  gênerais  of  whom  you 
make  honourable  note. 

I  aimed,  in  our  military  performance,  at  your  System 
of  extending  the  number  of  instructors,  perfectly  aware 
that  he  who  instructs,  not  only  confirms  and  roots  in 
his  mind  what  he  has  already  leamed,  but  discovers 
many  new  objects  as  he  goes  along,  highly  advantageous 
to  his  gênerai  designs,  and  this  in  proportion  to  the 
degree  of  genius  with  which  he  is  endued.  More  at- 
tention ought  to  be  paid  to  the  instruction  of  our  offi- 
cers,  and  thèse  oflScers  ought  to  be  more  employed  in 
instructing  ;  for  want  of  this  you  see  the  sergeants  and 
corporals,  whom  you  mention,  employed  in  performing 
the  functions  of  officers.     They  ought  ail  to  be  em- 
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ployed  in  giving  lessons^  eacli  accordlng  to  hîs  rank. 
Hère  you  will  say,  *'Halt,  my  good  gênerai^  hait!" 

I  admire  the  postscript  of  the  Bishop  of  London,  in 
his  pastoral  letter  on  the  éducation  of  negro  children  in 
the  West  Indies. 

I  partake,  my  dear  Bell,  in  the  gratification  you 
must  receive,  firom  the  address  of  your  ancient  pupila  at 
Madras,  no  less  honourable  to  them  than  to  you,  and 
the  best  and  noblest  testimony  that  could  be  gîven  of 
the  morals  you  inculcate,  and  of  the  science  which  en- 
ables  them  to  express  themselves  on  the  occasion. 

The  Bishop  of  Meath  preached  a  sermon  at  Dublin, 
on  a  charitable  occasion,  when  I  was  présent,  and  di- 
gressed  considerably  in  abuse  of  Mr  Lancaster  and  his 
System  of  éducation.  The  bishop  afterwards  wrote  a 
letter,  recanting  what  he  that  day  said,  at  which  I  could 
not  avoid  expressing  much  indignation  to  Lady  Denny, 
whom  I  infoi-med  of  the  real  author  of  the  System,  and 
the  scène  of  its  practice.  It  pleases  me  to  find  the 
bishop,  who  is  really  an  able  man,  is  now  more  truly 
informed  on  the  subject,  and,  I  make  no  doubt,  well 
disposed  to  do  you  justice.  You  know,  I  suppose,  that 
the  bishop  renounced  the  errors  of  the  Romish,  and 
became  the  champion  of  our,  church.  He  was  chaplain, 
I  think,  to  Lord  Howe,  His  brother  is  now  a  priest 
in  West  Meath. 

Mr  Lancaster  made  a  visit  to  DubUn,  and  was  ex- 
ceedingly  sought  after  there,  and  I  was  disposed  to 
feel  great  respect  for  the  author  of  so  much  good  to 
Society  upon  your  plan,  being  also  much  disposed  to 
respect  the  inofFensive  and  peaceable  principles  of  those 
of  his  persuasion.  I  saw  him  diflFerent  times  at  the 
Duke  of  Bedford*s,  and  at  Lord  Harrington's,  and  was 
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astonished  and  disgusted  at  hk  impudent  and  exceed- 
ing  ili-bred  manners^  and  that  he  should  hâve  been 
suffered  to  enter  their  doors  a  second  time.  He  was 
uflually  attended  by  a  Turk,  said  to  hâve  been  secre- 
tary  to  Elfy  Bey.  He  aiso  was  much  in  fashion  at 
Dublin  ;  but  his  manners  had  nothing  in  them  of  the 
Mussuhnan  gentleman^  nor  were  they  différent  from 

those  of  our  débauchées  or  our  mounshies 

Write  to  me,  my  dear  Dr  Bell,  when  you  can,  and  be- 
lieve  me,  &c. 


.  Dr  Bell  to  John  Mackenzie,  Esq. 

22,  Manchester  Street,  Manchester  Square, 
27th  February  1808. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  hope  for  your  excuse,  if  I  again  return  with  you 
to  the  System  of  the  Maie  Asylum  at  Madras,  by  put- 
tîng  into  your  hands  a  spécimen  of  the  first  fruits  of 
that  school.  It  îs  most  pleasing  to  me  to  behold  my 
pupils  fiUing  the  very  stations  which,  by  their  éduca- 
tion, I  had  trained  them  for  ;  and  I  cannot  but  contend 
that  there  is  nothing  wanting,  but  an  éducation  (on  the 
principles  of  tuition  by  the  scholars  themselves,  the 
grand  hinge  of  the  Madras  System)  adapted  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  lower  orders  of  youth  in  this  country,  and 
the  exigencies  of  this  govemment,  to  produce  effects 
analogous  to  those  produced  in  India,  by  an  éducation 
adapted  to  the  condition  of  the  youth  there,  and  the 
exigencies  of  that  govemment. 
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Your  great  and  good  friend^  who  sends  this  under  { 

his  cover^  will  give  you  some  account  of  the  late  spread  j 

and  progress  of  the  simple  and  nnyamished  System^  of 
which  it  is  îts  great  boasti  that  ît  produced,  in  other 
hands^  its  effects^  not  as  was^  and  is,  bj  some  believed, 
by  the  quackeiy  and  artifices  with  which  it  haa  been 
decorated,  but  in  spite  of  those  meretricious  ornaments.  ^ 

I  recoUect,  in  a  former  letter  of  yours,  that  you  enu- 
merated  the  diificulties  which  were  likely  to  attend  the  i 

only  methods  of  remitting  the  Madras  System  to  a  great 
distance.  Of  thèse  I  felt  the  full  force  at  the  time, 
but  did  not  then,  and  do  not  now,  speak  to  them,  well  < 

knowing,  that  it  is  not  by  any  arguments  I  can  adduce, 
I  can  hope  to  obviate  such  objections.  'Tis  by  acting, 
and  not  by  writing,  I  expect  to  do  any  thing  ;  and  the 
only  good  answer  I  can  make  to  the  numerous  diffîcul- 
ties,  which  must  présent  themselves  to  every  intelligent 
mind,  in  regard  to  the  difl^ision  of  the  System,  is,  by 
multiplying  examples  of  its  success.  Thèse,  by  means 
of  agents,  apparently  the  most  imqualified  in  every 
respect,  but  their  practical  knowledge  of  my  mode  of 
tuition,  hâve  multiplied  so  much  through  various  parts 
of  England,  as  well  as  in  several  schools  of  the  metro- 
polis,  that  it  were  tedious  to  enumerate  them.  I  am,  &c« 
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5.  T.  Cokridge^  Esq.,  to  Dr  Bell 

15th  April  1808. 

My  dear  Sîr, 

A  concurrence  of  intelligence  from  my  friends 
in  the  North,  has  not  only  made  it  difficult  for  me 
to  force  my  mind  away  from  dreaming  about  them, 
but  has  employed  me  in  running  about  after  my 
friends  day  after  day  ;  yet  even  this  would  not  hâve 
prevented  my  commenting  (accordingto  my  judgment, 
which^  on  such  a  work,  is  but  another  word  for  my 
feelings)  on  the  sheets  you  hâve  sent  me,  if  I  had  seen 
aught  which  appeared  to  me  likely  to  diroinish  its  pre-^ 
sent  utUity.  I  confess  that  I  seem  to  perçoive  some 
little  of  an  effect  produced  by  talking  with  objectors, 
with  men  who,  to  a  man  Uke  you,  are  far,  far  more 
pemicious  than  avowed  antagonists.  Men  who  are 
actuated  by  fear  and  perpétuai  suspicion  of  human 
nature,  and  who  regard  their  poor  brethren  as  possible 
highwaymen,  burglarists,  or  Parisian  revolutionists, 
(which  includes  ail  evil  in  one,)  and  who,  if  God  gave 
them  grâce  to  know  their  own  hearts,  would  find  that 
even  the  little  good  they  are  willing  to  assist  proceeds 
from  fear,  from  a  momentary  variation  of  the  balance  of 
probabilities,  which  happened  to  be  in  favour  of  letting 
their  brethren  know,  just  enough  to  keep  them  from  the 
gallowB.  O,  dear  Dr  Bell,  you  are  a  great  man  I  Never, 
never  permit  minds  so  inferior  to  your  own,  however 
high  their  artificial  rank  may  be,  to  induce  you  to  pare 
away  an  atom  of  what  you  know  to  be  right.     The  sin 


576  LIFE  OF  DR  BELL. 

that  besets  a  truly  good  man  is^  that^  naturallj  desiring 
to  see  instantly  done  what  he  knows  will  be  eminendy 
useful  to  his  fellow  beings,  he  sometimes  will  consent 
to  sacrifice  a  part^  in  order  to  realize^  in  a  given  spot, 
(to  construct^  as  tlie  mathematicians  say^)  his  idea  in  a 
given  diagram.  But  yours  is  for  the  world — ^for  ail 
mankind  ;  and  ail  your  opposers  might^  with  as  good 
chance  of  success,  stop  the  half-moon  from  becoming 
full — ail  they  can  do  is^  a  little  to  retard  it.  Pardon, 
dear  sir,  a  great  hberty  taken  with  you,  but  one 
which  my  heart  and  sincère  révérence  for  you  impelled 
— as  the  apostle  said,  Rejoice  ! — so  I  say  to  you^  Hope  I 
From  hope,  faith,  and  love,  ail  that  is  good,  ail  that  is 
great,  ail  lovely  and  "  ail  honourable  things,"  proceed. 
From  fear,  distrust,  and  the  spirit  of  compromise — ail 
that  is  evil.  You  and  Thomas  Clarkson  hâve,  in  addi- 
tion to  your  material  good  works,  given  to  the  spiritual 
world  a  benefaction  of  incalculable  value.  You  bave 
both  —  he  in  removing  the  evil,  you  in  producing 
good — afforded  a  practical  proof  how  great  things  one 
good  man  may  do,  who  is  thoroughly  in  eamest. 
May  the  Almighty  préserve  you  ! 

P. S. — If,  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  you  could  send 
me  the  same,  or  another  copy  of,  the  sheets  I  now  send 
back,  they  would  be  useful  to  me  in  composing  my 
lecture  on  the  subject.  Sir  G.  and  Lady  Beaumont 
are  very  désirons  to  see  and  consult  you  about  a  school 
at  Dunmbw.  Be  assured,  while  I  bave  life  and  power, 
I  shall  find  a  deep  consolation  in  being  your  zealous 
apostle. 

I  Write  in  a  great  hurry,  scarce  knowing  what  I 
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Write  j  but^  before  a  future  édition,  I  will  play  the 
minute  critic  with  you,  and  regard  your  book  as  a  lite- 
rary  work  for  posterity. 


Biêhap  of  Si  DavùTs  to  Dr  BeU. 

Durbam»  Aprîl  23,  1808. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  bave  enclosed  a  copy  of  the  Lord  Chancellor's 
decree  on  a  very  important  charity,  which  bas  been 
lately  liberated  from  Chancery.  I  think  your  method 
of  éducation  may  be  applied  with  great  advantage  to 
this  charity.  I  should,  therefore,  be  greatly  obhged  to 
you,  if  you  would  give  the  subject  a  good  deal  of  con- 
sidération, and  inform  me,  at  your  leisure,  in  what 
manner  you  think  we  might  best  avail  ourselves  of 
your  improvements  in  éducation. 

The  schools  were  originally  conducted  by  twenty 
masters,  who  circulated  through  the  principality  of 
Wales,  and  taught  the  children  of  so  many  différent 
parishes  for  three  months,  or  six  months,  as  the  state 
of  the  parish  appeared  to  require.  They  then  proceeded 
to  other  parishes.  This  mode  of  éducation  was  in  use 
from  1733  to  1779,  from  which  time  the  frmds  were  in 
Chancery  till  July  1807.  The  time  of  continuance 
for  the  schools  in  the  respective  parishes  is  now  at  the 
bishop's  option.  I  wish,  therefore,  to  bave  your  opi- 
nion about  the  time  that  may  be  necessary  for  a  school- 
master's  continuance  in  a  parish,  and  how  bis  place 

VOL.  II.  2  o 
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may  be  supplied  by  your  metliod  of  boy  ushers,  and 
whatever  else  may  occur  to  you  for  the  benefit  of  the 
charity.     I  am,  &c. 


1 


S.  T.  Coleridge,  Esq.,  to  Dr  BeU. 

Aprîl  1808. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  hâve  been  more  than  usually  unwell;  and  I 
trust  that  it  will  be  of  no  material  resuit,  if  I  send  you, 
as  I  assuredly  will  do,  the  sheets  to-morrow,  or  (that 
being  Sunday)  on  the  day  foUowing.  I  hâve  another 
motive,  unwell  as  I  am.  I  am  preparing  to  go  ont  to 
my  honoured  friends.  Sir  George  and  Lady  Beaumont, 
and  I  wîsh  to  interest  them,  who  hâve  so  great  influ- 
ence on  the  minds  of  the  hîgher  classes,  in  this  great 
duty. 

Dear  sir,  no  man  can  either  hâve  conceived  or  real- 
ized  what  you  hâve  both  conceived  and  effected,  with- 
out  a  good  heart.  With  far  less  fear,  therefore,  than  if 
I  were  writing  to  most  other  men,  I  dare  tell  you,  and 
I  request  you  to  take  for  granted,  that,  mucb  as  I 
should  be  pleased  by  any  diflîision  of  your  deserved 
famé,  my  conscience  is  far  more  interested  in  the  spread 
of  your  utillty.  I  wish  to  make  you  acquainted  with 
Clarkson.  You  and  he  hâve  given  the  sublimest  proofe 
I  am  aware  of,  how  much  good  one  man  can  effect. 
Excuse  the  paper,  for  I  write  in  bed. 
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John  Mackenzie^  Esq.y  to  Dr  Bell. 

Durhaniy  April  20,  1808. 

Révérend  and  Dear  Sir^ 

When  your  packet^  under  the  good  Bishop  of  St 
David's  cover,  reached  me,  I  was  so  unwell  as  not  to 
be  able  to  thank  you  for  it.  Thank  God,  I  am  now 
better,  and  avail  myself,  before  the  bishop  leaves  us  for 
Wales,  of  hîs  cover,  to  tell  you,  that  I  read  your  enclo- 
sures  with  much  interest.  The  address  of  your  late 
pupils  was  truly  affecting  and  gratifying  to  me,  and 
must  havo  been  still  more  so  to  yourself.  The  progress 
your  System  is  making  affords  me  very  sincère  pleasùre  ; 
for,  from  the  moment  I  first  read  your  account  of  the 
success  of  it  in  the  Madras  Asylum,  and  before  I  was 
aware,  to  give  it  new  interest,  that  it  was  by  my  old 
collège  contemporary,  I  augured  well  of  it,  and  wished 
to  see  ît  introduced  at  home.  When  you  hâve  time  to 
allow  you,  it  will  be  very  gratifying  to  me  to  hear  the 
progress  you  are  making.  The  Bishop  of  St  David's 
tells  me,  that  the  Bishop  of  Durham  and  you  are  plan* 
ning  an  establishment  on  your  System  in  Mary-le*bone 
parish.  I  trust  it  will  succeed  to  the  full  wishes  of  the 
good  bishop  and  yourself.  I  hâve  read  the  Bishop  of 
London's  letter  to  the  West  India  proprietors,  &c.,  and 
your  letter  annexed;  and  I  confess  I  read  it  with 
increased  pleasùre,  from  an  impression  it  bas  given  me, 
that  you  bave  been  able  to  surmount  the  chief  obstacle 
to  the  success  of  your  System  in  the  Highlands.  My 
idea  is,  that  the  West  India  negroes  and  their  children 
understand  only  their  native  African  tongue,  or,  at 
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least^  but  a  smattcring  of  English^  which  is  precisely 
the  situation  of  the  Highlander^  between  his  native 
Gaelic  and  the  English.  Now^  if  you  succeed  in 
making  your  System  eflfectual  in  the  West  Indies,  I  can 
see  no  difficulty  in  its  becoming  so  in  the  Highlands. 
But  I  may  labour  under  some  mistake  on  this  point, 
and  must  not  allow  myself  to  get  too  sanguine  in  my 
hopes.  The  Bishop  of  St  David's  showed  me  Dr 
Buchannan's  most  interesting  account  of  the  ancient, 
unadulterated  church  of  MaJagala^  which,  with  the 
doctor's  letter  on  the  expediency  of  a  church  establish- 
ment in  the  Ëast  Indies,  gives  Christian  views  in  the 
Ëast  that  are  highly  pleasing.  Some  objections  hare 
been  made  to  Dr  B.'s  plan  of  an  establishment  ;  but  it 
requires  such  local  knowledge  as  you  hâve,  to  judge  of 
the  force  of  the  objections  to  what  otherwise  must  be  a 
most  désirable  object.  What  think  you  of  them  ?  I 
will  thank  you  to  send  me,  if  you  can  do  it  without 
trouble,  a  few  copies  of  Dr  Buchannan's  Report  qfthe 
Church  ofMalagcda^  as  I  should  like  to  send  it  down  to 
some  Presbyterian  friends  in  Scotland,  whose  anti- 
episcopal  préjudices  are  so  strong,  as  nearly  to  lead 
them  into  great  injustice.  I  think  the  circumstances 
of  the  Malagala  church  are  well  calculated^  if  not  to 
cure,  at  least  to  abate,  such  animosity,  as  I  fear,  in 
some  instances,  is  entertained  against  the  patient  and 
unoffending  Episcopal  Church  of  Scotland.  The  fund 
for  some  relief  to  this  church,  I  am  glad  to  see,  grows, 
though  more  slowly  than  I  could  wish.  It  bas,  how- 
ever,  already  exceeded  what,  in  the  time,  I  expected, 
when  I  joined^  in  urging  the  propriety  of  attempting 
something  for  the  relief  of  so  many  worthy,  suffering 
men  as  the  clergy  of  the  Scotch  Episcopal  Church* 
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Ireland^  I  trust,  wiU  appear  in  tlie  list;  and  I  hâve 
some  hopes  that  the  East  Indies  may  Icnd  a  little  aid, 
for  applications  hâve  been  made  in  that  quarter.  I  am 
afraid  you  will  be  kept  so  busy,  that  I  cannot  hope  for 
the  pleasnre  of  seeing  you  in  transita  this  year.  But 
I  must  reUeve  you  from  the  fatigue  of  reading  my 
scrawl 


D.  P.  Watts,  Esq.,  io  Dr  BeU. 

33,  Portlond  Place,  May  5,  1808. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  shall  hâve  groat  satisfaction  if  you  will  allow  me 
to  place  a  small  token  of  my  esteem  in  your  posses- 
sion, in  the  form  of  a  seal,  after  a  device,  and  with  a 
motto,  of  my  choico,  and  having  your  initiais.  The 
motto  is  from  a  Une  of  Horace,  "  Recti  cultus  pectora 
roborant."  Whether  you  will  make  this  seal  occasion- 
ally  useful,  or  suspend  it  only  on  your  watch-chain,  or 
deposit  it  in  your  drawer,  I  shall  be  gratified,  if  it  is 
but  acceptable  to  you,  and  retained  in  your  possession 
as  a  small  mémorial  of  my  personal  regard  for  you  as 
a  firiend,  and  my  vénération  for  your  character,  as  the 
first  author  of  the  invaluable  System  of  éducation  esta- 
blished  by  you  at  Madras,  and  transplanted,  under 
your  auspices,  into  this  land.  I  hâve  endeavoured, 
under  a  simple  figure,  to  render  my  tribute  of  attach- 
ment  allusive  to  the  subjcct  which  suggested  it  ;  and  I 
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address  it  to  you  with  the  warmest  wishes  of  your 
faithful  friend. 


S.  T.  Colendgey  Esq.,  to  Dr  Beii. 

17th  May  1808. 

Dear  and  truly  honoured  Sir^ 

I  Write  thèse  few  lines  to  you  for  two  purposea — 
Ist,  To  know  when,  as  far  as  you  hâve  intelligence, 
your  System  was  first  known  in  England  ;  and  2dly, 
To  assure  you  that  I  am  not  so  much  to  blâme  as,  I 
fear,  you  think  me,  in  Connecting  your  revered  name 
with  that  of  such  a  wretched  quack  as  Lancaster.  For 
not  two  hours  before  my  lecture  of  Tuesday,  (for  which 
I  hâve  been  made  to  suflter  very  disproportionately  to 
the  offence,  had  I  been,  which  I  cannot  admit,  guilty 
of  any,)  Lancaster  came  to  my  door,  with  a  Quaker 
with  whom  I  am  somewhat  acquainted.  The  latter 
came  up  and  asked  permission  to  introduce  Mr  Lan^ 
caster,  which  I  refused,  and  indeed  satisfied  the 
friend's  reason,  that  it  was  very  improper  that  I  should 
go  to  an  extemporaneous  lecture  of  two  hours,  perhaps 
fretted  and  agitated.  He,  however,  repeated  the  me- 
naces which  one  of  Lancastcr's  zealots  had  made  to  me 
on  the  Monday — "  Take  care  of  yourself  ;  you  are  mis- 
led  by  a  Mr  Bernard,  and  the  rascaUy  Bishop  of  Dur- 
ham  ;  but  only  take  care  of  yourself,  or  you  may  suffer 
for  it.  Thero  is  now  a  pamphlet  in  the  press,  which 
will  show  that  ail  the  merit  is  Mr  Lancastcr's  ;  and  a 


CORRESPONDENCE.  583 

mcre  trifle  that  of  Dr — wliat's  his  name? — Bell."  Thèse, 
dear  sir,  were  the  very  words,  as  far  as  I  can  remember 
— assuredly  the  meaning,  and  very  nearly  the  words. 
Can  you  then  wonder,  my  dear  sh',  that  I  was  warm, 
indignant,  at  a  liar — an  ignorant,  vulgar,  arrogant  char- 
latan, whom  (I  know)  the  most  respectable  part  of 
his  own  sect  hâve  given  up  as  an  unworthy  brother  ? 

However,  dear  doctor,  be  assured,  and  I  solemnly 
promise  you,  that  though  ^rcerf  to  publish  my  lecture 
— I  say,  though  forced  to  publish  the  substance  of  it — 
I  shall,  as  truth  and  duty  dictate,  hold  your  name 
sacred,  and,  in  short,^ay  the  truth — ^namely,  that  neither 
directly  nor  indirectly  had  I  ever  had  any  the  slightest 
impulse  from  you  respecting  Lancaster  ;  that  the  lec- 
ture began  whoUy  indepondent  of  you  ;  and  that,  on 
the  two  (or  three)  times  in  which  I  had  had  the  plea* 
sure  of  meeting  you,  you  had  evidently  waived  aJl  dis- 
cussion on  that  subject,  with  the  dignity  belonging  to 
you.  What  interest  can  I  hâve  ?  I  would  not  hâve 
a  pUwe  if  it  were  ofltered  me  ;  I  dare  not  go  into  orders, 
though,  of  ail  other  things,  the  character  of  a  clergyman 
would  most  gratify  me;  but  I  am  désirons  to  prove 
that  I  am  a  zealous  subject,  and  a  convinced  and  fer- 
vent son  of  the  Church  of  England.  Do  not  let  me 
lose  your  esteem 
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S.  T.  CoUridgey  Esq.^  to  Dr  BelL 

May  1808. 

My  dear  Sir, 

•  •  fl  é  •  m 

I  thank  jon  for  jour  letter.  Your  name  and  chU' 
racter  shall  be  ever  held  sacred  by  me.  I  was  assur- 
edly  hurried  away  by  warmth  of  proYoked  feeling,  and 
was  guilty  of  a  breach  of  trust  to  the  Royal  Institution, 
in^my  (the  most  impersonaf)  personalîty  on  Lancaster. 
This  I  confess,  and  will  confess  ;  but  that^  abstracted 
from  tfie  time,  and  the  place^  I  said  any  thing  false  in 
reason,  or  in  fact^  I  cannât  confess.  Having  read  your 
work^  and  then  reading  Lancaster's  publications^  and 
lastly,  hearing  that  there  was  a  pamphlet  in  the  press, 
the  object  of  which  was  to  depreciate  you,  had  I  never 
seen  you^  I  am  quite  certain  that  I  should  hâve  done^ 
what  I  am  now  compelled  to  do.  Indeed^  I  almost 
wish  I  never  had  seen  you,  in  order  that  vulgar  minds 
might  not  be  able  to  suppose,  what  good  minds  will  be 
incapable  of  thinking,  that  I  had  been,  in  the  slightest 
degree,  influenced  by  you. 

I  hâve  been  openly  charged,  among  other  things,  and  this 
in  a  large  company,  by  a  man  of  high  rank  and  charac- 
ter,  with  ''  base  cowardice,  in  caluumiating  a  man  in  a 
place  and  mode,  in  which  he  could  make  no  reply." 
This  I  cannot  submit  to.  But  ail  my  reasonings  wiU 
be  perfectly  impersonal,  and  whoUy  deduced  from  pas- 
sages of  Works  in  the  possession  of  the  public.  Surely 
I  bave  the  same  right  that  any  Monthly  or  Edinburgh 
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reviewor  has^  and,  I  trust,  shall  exercise  it  with  honester 
motives,  and  more  love. 

The  more  I  think,  the  more  do  I  accord,  with  Dau- 
beny  and  Mrs  Trimmer,  (though,  Heaven  knows,  far 
enough  from  assenting  to  ail  their  argmnents  or  notions  !) 
that  Lancaster's  schools  are  a  very  dangerous  attack  on 
om*  civil  and  ecdesiastical  establishments,  at  a  time 
when  they  want  ail  that  support,  which,  before  God 
the  Omniscient,  I  déclare  that,  in  my  belief,  your  Sys- 
tem would  give,  beyond  any  plan  conceivable  by  me. 

Dear  Dr  Bell,  it  is  my  comfort  that,  independent  of 
me,  you  would  hâve  been  basely  attacked.  Surely  it 
is  better  that,  wholly  independent  of  you,  some  other 
should  come  forward  :  as  to  any  controversy  between 
Lancaster's  and  your  System,  in  its  modes  and  minutiœ, 
there  will  not  be  one  word  about  it  in  my  pubhcation. 
I  shall  nakedly  and  cooUy  give  the  history  of  the  dis- 
covery,  and  then  state  the  value  of  the  additions  to  it, 
and  what  I  conceive  likely  to  be  the  results  final  of 
Lancaster's  schools 


Dr  Bell  to  the  Bishop  of  St  David  s. 

About  26th  May  1808. 

My  Lord, 

I  hâve  at  last  dispatched,  in  a  rude  shape,  "  The 
Madras  School,  or  Eléments  of  Tuition  ;*'  and  hâve 
been  able  to  give  a  less  distracted  attention  to  the  very 
interesting  '*  Welsh  Piety."     A  grand  era  rises  up  in 
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my  mind,  while  I  contemplate  the  work  in  wliich  your 
lordship  is  cngaged.  I  see  Wales  emerging  from  the 
ooDdition  in  which  Scotland  once  was^  and  rising  to 
that  distinction,  which  it  now  claims  for  gênerai  éduca- 
tion. 

The  Madras  System,  which  has  a  wonderful  power  of 
adaptation  to  every  case,  is,  in  a  peculiar  and  promînent 
degree,  suited  to  your  lordship's  purpose;  and  the 
Principality  of  Wales  fumishes  an  open  and  unsophis- 
ticated  field  for  its  powers  and  énergies,  and  for  spread- 
ing  moral  and  religions  instruction  among  ail  the  peo- 
ple.  Happy  people  !  to  fall  under  yoiu:  lordship's 
pastoral  care  at  such  an  era. 

The  schools  should,  in  my  humble  opinion,  be  sta- 
tionary  in  ail  populous  parishes  and  districts  ;  and  in 
no  cases  circular,  but  for  want  of  what  your  lordship 
may  conceive,  a  sufficient  number  of  pupils  to  require 
constant  attention.  Ail  the  schools  may  bo  conducted 
and  taught  by  the  scholars  themselves.  Large  schools^ 
of  fifties,  or  hundreds,  or  thousands,  may  hâve  one 
steady  man  as  master.  Smaller  schools  may  do  well 
under  a  steady  youth.  Two  or  three  schoolmast^rs, 
well  instmcted  (which  can  soon  be  donc  for  any  edu- 
cated  youth  in  our  schools  in  London}  in  the  System, 
may  be  circular  to  form  the  new  schools,  and  instruct 
the  masters  and  boys.  I  should  delight  in  lending  my 
helping  hand,  if  higher  duties  did  not  interfère  ;  but 
if  I  live,  and  be  commanded,  I  should  be  most  happy 
to  make  the  tour  of  the  chief  schools  of  Wales,  when 
established. 

Of  the  attention  of  the  parochial  clergy,  I  hâve  spoken 
in  the  sketch.  Your  visitors  may  be  made  much  good 
use  of,  if  duly  instructed  in  the  System. 
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One  school  begun  upon  may  supply  masters  for  the 
rest.  Young  men  destined  for  holy  orders,  in  a  hum- 
ble line  of  life,  might  perhaps,  as  in  Scotland,  be 
employed  in  teacliing  schools  while  carrying  on  their 
own  studios.  This  may  now  be  done  with  far  greater 
ease  than  heretofore,  in  conséquence  of  the  task  of  the 
master  beîng  rendered  far  less  difficult  and  laborious 
than  heretofore. 

Such  are  some  of  the  measures  which  occur  to  me, 
in  regard  to  the  gênerai  establishment  of  schools  in 
Wales.  Your  lordship  may  begin  with  one  or  more 
schools.  You  may  either  obtain  a  master,  or,  if  neces- 
sary,  educate  one  hère,  or  take  one  of  the  boys  of  the 
schools  hère,  who  might  either  instruct  a  tractable  and 
ingenuous  native  master  ;  and  from  one  good  central 
school  many  others  may  emanate. 

But  I  hâve  entered  upon  the  last  part  of  the  task 
which  I  had  assigned  to  myself.  I  should  know  some- 
thing  of  the  préviens  measures,  which  your  lordship  has 
concerted  for  your  schools  ;  the  gênerai  plan  you  mean 
to  adopt  ;  and  the  agents  you  meah  to  employ.  Ail  I 
say  with  confidence  to  your  lordship  is,  that  the  Madras 
System  will  never  fail,  when  duly  administered  in  the 
internai  economy  of  the  school  ;  that  where  there  is  not 
a  steady  boy  who  can  be  depended  upon,  and  who  can 
maintain  the  discipline  or  authority  necessary,  a  master 
possessed  of  thèse  qualities  will  be  wanted.  Of  ail 
other  points  I  should  be  advised  by  your  lordship,  to 
whom  I  submit,  with  ail  déférence,  thèse  hints.  I  hâve 
the  honour,  &c. 
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Dr  Bell  to  D.  P.  WaUs,  E$q. 

Auckland  Castle,  14th  September  1808. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  ana  equally  gratified  and  obliged  by  your  letter, 
whîch  I  received  hère,  where  I  hâve  chîefly,  ahnost 
solely,  resided  since  I  left  town.  I  could  not  help 
communicating  the  sentiments,  so  happily  expressed  in 
your  letter,  to  those  who  interest  themselves  most  in 
the  welfare  of  the  rising  génération,  and  the  dîffiision 
of  the  gospel.  Abating  your  partialities  towards  him 
and  his  doings,  says  a  great  personage,  and  abating 
your  partialities  towards  him  and  his  doings,  says  a 
lowly  individual,  your  opinions  are  striking  and  for- 
cible  ;  and  the  Une  of  proceeding  to  eflTect  the  objects 
which  you  bave  in  view,  is  chalked  with  précision  and 
accuracy.  But  we  must  not  expect  that  the  work  will 
go  on,  either  as  fast,  or  as  direct,  as  it  could  be  planned 
out.  While  we  do  our  part,  time  and  expérience,  and 
we  humbly  trust  a  good  Providence,  will,  in  the  way 
which  is  best  for  us,  advance  the  work  in  hand.  By 
the  bye,  I  bave  taken  a  new  work  in  hand.  It  is  to 
publish  hints  in  regard  to  the  application  of  the  Madras 
System  to  classical  éducation — I  should  say,  its  A  B  C, 
or  first  rudiments.  For  this  purpose,  I  want  to  collect, 
for  the  sake  of  selectîng  examples,  and  of  référence,  if 
need  be,  ail  the  Latin  rudiments,  grammars,  vocabu- 
laries,  exercises,  introductions  to  syntax,  &c.  It  is 
merely  simple,  casy,  initiatory  books,  and  not  beyond 
thèse  I  mean  to  go.  It  occurs  to  me  that,  through  your 
classical  friends,  you  may,  perhaps,  be  ablc  to  recom- 
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mend  some^  which  may  suit  my  purpose,  and  which 
might  escape  my  notice,  and  even  order  them  for  me. 
Among  thèse  I  would  especially  mention  the  Latin 
grammar  used  at  Christ's  Hospital,  and  any  small  voca- 
bulary  of  radical  words. 

To  any  other  person  I  should  make  an  apology  for 
troubling  him  with  such  matters  ;  but  though  I  affix 
very  inferior  comparative  importance  to  this  task^  and 
though  it  be  only  secondary  magno  iritervallo  proxinvus^ 
yet  I  conçoive  it  will  not  be  without  its  use,  if  it  should 
lead  to  a  new  economy  of  discipline  in  our  infsrior 
schools.  Hère  the  work  of  the  new  schoolhouse  ad- 
vances ;  and  we  are  busied  inarranging  and  forming  a 
code  of  laws,  &c.  The  vénérable  prelate's  munificence 
knows  no  bounds;  and  Mr  Bernard  exercises  it.  I 
hâve  a  letter  from  Carlisle  for  a  master,  whom  I  cannot 
find.  I  am  glad  to  hear  of  ManwelPs  success.  He  môII 
be  à  treasure  to  you.  I  beg  my  best  respects  to  the 
good  and  noble  lord,  to  Miss  Watts,  and  Miss  Taylor. 


Dr  Bell  to  D.  P.  WatUy  Esq. 


Offertory  School,  in  haste,  on  the  wing, 
15th  September  1808. 


My  dear  Sir, 

I  grieve  much  that  I  hâve  it  not  in  my  power  to 
obey  your  summons,  and  attend  the  enemy  and  her 
friend.  I  should  hâve  enjoyed  your  quiet  society  in 
the  country  exceedingly,  as  well  as  giving  my  assistance 
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to  jour  schools^  &c.  ;  but  my  time  is  cxpired.  My 
duty  falls  into  my  own  hands  on  Tuesday  next,  and  I 
mu8t  bid  farewell — a  long  fisirewell — ^to  ail  my  firiends 
of  the  metropolis.  Among  them  I  need  not  say  what 
a  place  you  hold.  Your  seal  is  never  ont  of  use,  when 
I  can  get  wax,  which  I  cannot  now,  MTiting  in  school. 
It  is  in  the  school  of  my  right  hand  man,  Mr  Heniy 
Manwell  of  Swanage.  He  is  an  excellent  youth,  de- 
serving  of  the  notice  of  the  friend  of  worth^  and  genius^ 
and  merit. 

See  him  and  his  school  !  It  is  the  Offertory  School, 
Little  Vine  Street,  Jermyn  Street,  St  James's.  You 
will  see  there  a  school  in  order,  in  ail  its  parts,  and  a 
man  to  your  mind 


Dr  Bell  to  Mrs  Trimmer. 

Andover,  16th  September  1808. 

Dear  Madam, 

After  ail  my  resolutions  and  struggles,  I  was  so 
occupied  and  so  detained  in  and  about  London,  as  not 
to  be  able  to  fiilfill  my  purpose  of  waiting  on  you.  I 
regret  this  the  more,  that  I  hâve  much  to  communicate 
of  our  progress  in  the  north^  as  well  as  the  south.  A 
young  parishioner  of  mine,  in  whom  I  hâve  the  utmost 
confidence,  is  in  charge  of  the  Oflfertory  School  of  St 
James's,  Westminster,  under  the  excellent  Dr  Andrewes, 
and  succeeds  as  I  could  wish.  Another  youth  is  gone, 
at  the  instance  of  the  Lord  Primate  of  ail  Ireland  and 
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Mrs  Stuart,  to  take  charge  of  the  school  at  Wilson's 
hospital,  Ireland.  A  third,  of  the  Bame  parish^  goes, 
under  the  good  Bishop  of  London,  to  set  the  System 
afloat  at  Barbadoes^  under  an  opulent  and  respectable 
son  of  the  church.  I  yesterday  engaged  a  master  for  a 
school  at  Dunmow,  under  Sir  George  Beaumont,  &c.  ; 
and,  in  spite  of  difficulties,  and  discouragements,  and 
disingenuity,  perhaps  necessary  to  stimulate  our  exer- 
tions,  and  rouse  us  from  lethargy,  our  success  seems  not 
only  graduai,  but  rapid. 

In  the  north,  1  hâve  experienced  much  eamest  dis- 
position to  forward  and  faciUtate  religions  éducation,  in 
the  right  line  of  the  church.  In  thèse  measures,  our 
excellent  fnend  Dr  Gray  takes  a  considérable  lead,  and 
follows  up  the  true  spirit  of  the  Madras  System  with 
equal  judgment,  energy,  and  liberality.  Long  I  resist- 
ed  every  solicitation  to  go  beyond  the  metropolis  and 
its  environs,  where  I  thought  I  could  be  most  usefully 
employed,  and  whence  the  example  and  model  must 
issue  into  the  provinces  ;  and  I  did  not  yield  to  the 
importunity  of  my  friends  to  go  thither,  till  I  was  press- 
ed  by  Dr  Gray,  on  the  assurance  of  his  making  his 
schools  a  mean  of  extending  the  religions  éducation,  on 
its  true  foundation,  throughout  the  northem  counties. 
On  my  first  visit  to  Durham,  Bishop -Wearmouth, 
Bamburgh  Castle,  &c.,  I  had  every  reason  to  bo  fuUy 
satisfied  with  the  step  I  had  taken  ;  and,  vï^hen  I  was 
prevailed  upon  to  retrace  my  steps,  I  was  greatly  de- 
lighted  with  beholding  the  vénérable  bishop  not  less 
earnest  than  you  or  I  could  be,  to  establish  a  central 
school,  for  training  up  masters  in  the  right  line.  I  hope 
and  trust  that  I  witnessed  the  deep  foundation  laid,  to 
establish  and  diffuse  the  System,  in  a  style  equally  judi- 
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ciouSy  wise^  and  munificent^  on  a  rock  which  I  belicTO 
cannot  be  shaken«  ''  Great  is  the  truth^  and  it  will 
prevail."     .... 


Dr  BeU  to  Alexander  M^Lean^  Esq. 

Swanage,  Dorset,  25th  April  1809. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  rejoice  in  the  option  you  hâve  given  Mr ; 

b^cause^  though  I  would  hâve  a  full  rent  for  my  land, 
yet  I  should  be  far  more  distressed  at  letting  it  above 

what  I  thought  its  value^  than  below  it 

With  the  other  landlords^  whom  you  quote,  it  may  be 
that  the  farms  are  abready  arranged,  and  their  views 
are  différent  from  mine;  but  let  them  do  as  they 
please.  I  hâve  long  thought  for  myBelf^  and  shall^  I 
suspect^  continue  to  do  so  to  the  end 


Dear  Sir, 


D.  P.  Watts,  Egq.,  to  Dr  BeU. 

33,  Poriland  Place,  August  26,  1809. 


It  will  be  acceptable  to  you  to  hear  that  I  hâve 
this  day  been  at  the  Whitechapel  school,  with  a.com- 
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mîttee  of  the  Marine  Society^  to  inspect  Dr  Bell's 
System^  and  judge  if  it  can  be  introduced  among  the 
boys  in  their  ship.  I  should  inform  you^  that  the 
Marine  Society  hâve  a  large  ship  moored  at  Deptford^ 
with  a  schoolmaster  on  board^  where  the  poor  boys, 
taken  from  the  helpless  condition  of  inaction  and 
penury^  are  sent  and  harboured,  until  they  can  be 
draughted  into  the  ships  of  war  respectively.  This 
seminary  has  one  trait  adverse  to  any  systematic  plan — 
another  auxiliary  to  it.  The  first  arises  from  the  fluc- 
tuating  stay  of  the  boys,  who  remain  a  short  time  only, 
before  they  are  distributed  among  the  nayy,  while  new 
recruits  are  as  constandy  coming  in.  Thus,  suppose 
a  case  of  an  ignoramus,  he  would  scarcely  hâve  leamt 
to  figure  in  the  sand  before  he  would  be  sent  off. 
This  altemate  change  of  fr'esh  boys  from  the  streets, 
workhouses,  &a,  and  removal  of  the  juvénile  crew, 
defeats  any  methodical  progress,  yet  rendors  it  so  much 
the  more  désirable,  that  boys  who  hâve  so  short  a  time 
to  leam,  should  be  taught  on  the  most  expéditions 
principle.  The  advantage,  on  the  other  hand,  is,  that 
in  aid  of  the  master's  authority,  there  is  the  captain  of 
the  ship,  mate,  boatswain,  &c.,  to  enforce  strict  order, 

discipline,  and  duty 

This  extensive  parish,  or,  as  it  were,  little  kingdom, 
of  Marylebone,  is  unfortunately  circumstanced  with 
respect  to  its  Church  concems  :  the  whole  patronage 
and  impropriation  being  claimed  by  one  individu^, 
not  a  step  can  be  taken  towards  building  a  church,  or 
chapel  of  the  established  religion,  without  the  delay  and 
(I  fear)  discouragement  of  the  patron.  I  use  the  word 
discouragement  only  in  the  sensé  of  légal  punctilio  and 
private  right  ;  but  how  fatal  thèse  difficnlties  to  the 
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welfare  of  the  Church,  and  in  so  much  to  the  State  ! 
While  the  friends  of  the  Church  are  kept  hack  firom 
active  exertion,  the  sectarian  bodj,  restrained  by  no 
shackles^  are  pre-occupying  the  eligible  spots  of  ground, 
and  building  chapels  rapidly.  You  will  recollect  the 
pièce  of  ground^  on  which  it  was  proposed  to  build  the 
new  schooUhouse  of  the  Marylebone  institution.  This 
18  now  the  site  of  a  spacious  chapel^  finishing  for  the 
Methodist  connexion.  There  is  an  ample  fîind,  and 
the  active  and  zeaiouB  managers  do  not  stop  for  the 
high  price  of  building  materials^  or  of  labour.  They 
proceed  promptly,  and  while  we  deliberate  they  acL 
At  length^  when  the  discussions  on  our  side^  and  the 
conférences  with  lay  patrons^  seem  to  draw  to  a  con- 
clusion^ the  ground  will  be  occupied,  and  there  will 
not  be  an  eligible  spot  on  which  to  lay  a  foundatîon. 
Is  this  a  comment  on  an  admired  and  approved  con- 
stitution in  Church  and  State  ? 

A  correspondent  of  mine  writes  to  me  from  a  village 
in  Staffordshire  : — "  The  school  hère  is  now  fiUed,  but 
the  Dissenters  and  other  sectarians  hâve  larger  schools, 
and  are  increasing  around  us.  Had  the  Society  for 
promoting  Christian  Knowledge  done,  forty  years  ago, 
what  thèse  bave  done  the  last  twenty  years^  it  would 
hâve  left  no  vacant  occasions  for  other  actors^  and 
would  hâve  been  a  great  benefit  to  the  Church."  You 
know  my  mind  on  this  subject^  and  how  much  I  thought 
such  a  direction  of  the  valuable  talents  and  means  of 
the  Society  for  promoting  Christian  Knowledge^  would 
bave  been  préférable  to  the  India  missions  of  German 
missionaries^  allowing  that  great  good  was  designed 
and  done  ;  yet  greater  would  hâve  resulted  from  do- 
mestic  patronage.     This  is  not  vain  opinion,  but  posi- 
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tive  fact^  verified  bj  the  indisputable  test  of  expérience 
— sad  expérience.  However,  better  are  schools  of 
sectarians  than  blind  ignorance.  If  I  was  seriouslj 
asked  a  question,  whether  the  danger  of  the  Establish- 
ment, or  at  least  îts  anxiety  and  anticipation  of  danger, 
proceeded  from  misfortune,  or  from  fault,  I  should  not 
be  at  a  loss  for  a  direct  answer.  I  write  very  franklj, 
and  it  is  with  equal  frankness,  that  I  offer  mj  humble 
tribute  of  pndse  to  jour  individual  energy,  industry, 
utility,  and  real  patriotism  ;  but  ^^  one  swallow  makes 
no  summer."    I  refer  to  generalisms. 

Our  country's  best  hope  is  in  éducation — ^in  the  edu* 
cation  of  the  bulk  of  the  people,  in  giving  them  a  right 
bias  on  the  side  of  the  Established  Church,  and  in 
attachment  to  the  State,  and  on  the  grounds  of  our 
excellent  Gatechism.  I  will  add,  without  fear  of  being 
accused  for  flattery  when  it  is  truth,  that  one  of  the 
main  anchors  of  our  national  hope  is  Dr  Bell's  plan  of 
tuition. 

I  hâve  heard  so  many  handsome  things  of  the  vener* 
able  Bishop  of  Dnrham — acts  of  liberality  done  in  so 
honourable  a  manner — ^that  I  consider  that  respectable 
prelate  the  most  munificent  person  of  this  âge.     .  •  . 


■  < 
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Dear  Sir, 


D.  P.  Watts^  E$q^  to  Dr  BelL 

WeTmoath,  October  6»  1809. 


There  is  an  encoiiraging  passage  in  your  letter, 
which  should  be  in  the  minds  of  those  who  attempt  to 
serve  the  cause  of  morality^  especiallj  through  the  mé- 
dium of  schools^  (a  slow  but  sure  médium^)  to  sustain 
them  in  the  patient  endurance  essential  to  such  under- 
takings.     I  will  repeàt  it,  as  it  cannot  be  repeated  too 
often  ;  and  it  would  adom^  as  well  as  serve,  the  respec- 
tive schools  for  the  poor,  were  copies  of  it  aflSxed  to 
the  interior  of  each  of  such  seminaries,  especially  in 
that  part  of  the  room  which  most  directly  meets  the 
eye  of  the  patrons  or  visitors  : — *'  While  we  do  our 
part,  time  and  expérience,  and,  we  humbly  trust,  a 
good  Providence  will,  in  the  way  which  is  best  for  us, 
advànoe  the  work  in  hand/'     For  want  of  some  such 
consoling  voice,  the  ardour  of  once  zealous  attendants 
abates  ; .  or,  if  the  quotation  may  be  allowed,  ''  the  love 
of  many  waxes  cold  :  "  and  from  this  défection  aU  is 
lost.     Withdraw  the  visiting,  inspecting,  and  superin- 
tending,  and  the  teachers  relax  ;  the  System  is  para- 
lysed  ;  and  the  very  parents,  seeing  the  better  sort  of 
Society  recède,  catch  some  of  the  spirit  of  apathy,  and 
detain  their  children,  or  get  indiffèrent  in  ail  that  con- 
cerns  their  own  side  ;  and  without  some  co-operation 
on  the  part  of  the  parents,  a  school  cannot  be  upheld 
to  any  effectuai  purpose.     In  this  sensé,  however,  the 
energy  of  a  single  trustée  or  patron  is  important^  hap- 
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pilj^  for  the  welfare  of  society^  whick  so  materially 
émanâtes  from  schools.  The  personal  vigilance  of  one 
individuel  may  uphold  the  whole  ;  and^  as  the  great 
Author  of  ail  good  would  hâve  been  pleased  to  ^'  spare 
the  city  for  the  five's  sake/'  so  may  we  humbly  trust 
(and  not  blindly,  but  upon  the  test  of  expérience)  that 
the  pauper  school  will  be  spared  for  the  one*s  sake. 
This  sentiment  cannot  be  expressed  without  leading 
our  reflection  to  Egmore^  to  Whitechapel^  and  to  other 
Bells  and  other  Davises. 

You  will  allow  me  to  be  prolix  on  this  topic.  I  need 
not  draw  your  attention  to  the  dth^  6th,  7th^  and  8th 
verses  of  the  78th  Psalm,  but  indulge  me  with  license 
to  comment  on  the  Oth  verse^  which  does  not  strike  me 
as  improved  in  the  Liturgy,  by  translating  the  word 
"  faithless  "  for  "  rebellious/'  as  in  the  Bible  ;  but  the 
word  which  I  would  particularize^  and  which  is  the 
same  in  both  translations^  in  the  9th  verse^  is  ^^  stub- 
born  ;  **  and  hère  I  would  say  that,  if  no  other  effect 
whatever  foUowed  the  éducation  of  the  British  and 
Irish  people  than  what  the  Hebrew  lawgiver  calculated 
upon,  in  "  teaching  their  children/'  namely,  that  they 
should  not  be  *'  a  stubbarn  génération/'  the  end  would 
justiiy  the  means,  and  the  product  repay  the  expense  ; 
for,  of  an  untaught  natural  peasant  or  pauper,  it  is  too 
true  a  remark,  that  *'  stubborn  "  habits  grow  up,  and 
are  inveterate.  Let  any  farmer  or  manu£suïturer  be 
appealed  to  for  the  reality  of  this  fact 

I  am  truly  sorry  to  hâve  it  in  my  power  to  report  to 
you,  that,  on  my  first  visit  to  this  place,  (Weymouth,) 
upon  asking  a  question  habituai  to  me  in  my  joumeys, 
when  resting  at  any  town  or  village — "  Is  there  any 
school  hère  for  the  éducation  of  the  poor?*'  I  was 
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answered  in  the  négative.     My  surprise  was  great^  as 
there  are  many  indigent  parents^  and  numerous  poor 
illiterate  children;  and  the  more  so^  as  there  are  two 
Separatist  chapels  of  distinct  tenets^  both  of  which 
offer  instruction  to  the  poor  children  who  will  join 
them,  and  the  votaries  of  each  respectiyely  show  a  por- 
sonal  zeal  in  teaching  poor  children;   while  in  the 
Church  connexion^  not  a  single  child  was  gratuitously 
taught^  or  any  institution  formed  for  teaching  them. 
No  time  was  lost  in  obtaining  an  interview  with  the 
officiating  minister^  and  conferring  with  him  on  the 
subject^  who  expressed  his  concem^  that  there  had 
been  no  school^  and  his  earnest  wish  that  one  shonld 
be  opened,  which  he  would  superintend:    That  he 
knew  of  a  proper  master  and  mistress,  but  that  he 
knew  not  of  any  funds  :  That  he  saw  no  hope  of 
raising  a  subscription  under  the  ezisting  circumstances 
of  the  immédiate  time  ;  for  that  the  various  subscriptîons 
for  M.  C.  balls,  libraries^  and  ail  the  addenda  of  water- 
ing-places,  occupied  the  purse  ;  and  there  was  also  a 
new  collection  just  opening  for  an  aftemoon  sermon  at 
the  church^  in  which  he  was  so  peculiarly  circumstanced 
as  a  suitor^  as  to  predude  a  contemporary  appeal.    The 
resuit  bas  been,  that  the  dergyman  bas  recommended^ 
as  a  preliminary  step,  to  open  a  Sunday  school^  and  to 
provide  for  the  certain  expense  of  this  undertakîng  for 
one  year,  in  order  to  give  a  spécimen  to  the  inhabitants^ 
and  the  observers  of  the  good  effects  of  training  tlie 
lower  classes  of  children  ;  and  that,  when  this  fair  evi«- 
dence  shall  be  afforded,  the  force  of  ocular  conviction 
will  operate  on  the  parishioners  to  ndse  a  settled  day 
school.     This  idea  and  advioe  of  the  ofiSciating  curat^ 
lias  becn  adoptcd,  and  a  sum  bas  been  deposited,  sub- 
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ject  to  his  discretional  appropriation^  to  dear  the  charge 
of  a  Sunday  school^  for  the  ensuing  twelve  months  ; 
and  as  it  commences  about  the  time  of  commemorating 
the  entrance  into  the  fiAiîeth  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
Majesty,  the  new  school  is  to  open  with  jijhf  boys  and 
jifiy  girls.  It  is  to  ])e  hoped  that  this  germ  of  future 
fruits  will  thrive  and  fructify 


Sir  Charles  Ookeley^  Bart^  laie  Président  ofthe  Mole 
Asylvm^  Madras^  to  Dr  BelL 

The  Abbey,  Shrewebiiiy»  Dec.  2,  1809. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  congratulate  you  very  sincerely  upon  the  gênerai 
and  high  approbation  given  to  your  experiment  on 
éducation  at  the  Maie  Asylum.  Having  myself  witnessed 
this  trial^  I  can  readily  estimate  its  advantages^  and  shall 
be  happy  to  see  the  same  principles  of  teaching  adopted 
in  ail  institutions  of  a  similar  nature* 

It  were  to  be  wished  that  this  powerfîil  engine  of 
instruction^  recommended  as  it  is  by  a  fair  expérimenta 
had  been  earlier  and  more  actively  employed^  with  a 
view  to  the  public  estabhshments  in  church  and  state. 
The  éducation  of  youth  in  gênerai,  is  an  object  of  too 
much  national  importance  to  be  left  to  the  spéculative 
and  floating  opinions  of  individuals.  What  is  called  a 
Jree  mode  of  instruction,  where  no  particular  tenets  are 
inculcated,  seems  likely  to  produce  almost  as  many 
opinions  as  there  are  scholars,  and  to  give  birth  to  the 
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most  latitudinarian  principles,  both  in  religion  and 
govemment. 

When,  therefore^  schools  are  pubKdy  advertised  for 
teaching  a  thousand  children  at  once,  by  a  single  mas- 
ter,  and  with  veiy  little  expense  beyond  that  of  the 
building  itself^  I  conceive  it  high  .time  to  give  to  your 
plan  a  constitutional  aim;  to  place  it  und^  the  pa* 
tronage  of  those,  who  are  likely  to  employ  it  for  the 
support  of  the  existing  establishments  ;  and^  instead  of 
that  free  mode  of  instruction,  which  is  too  much  en- 
couraged,  to  adhère  strictly  to  the  System  of  our  fore- 
fathers,  which  is  calculated,  not  only  to  make  good  Chris- 
tians,  but  peaceable  and  contented  subjects  to  the  state. 
It  was  an  original  and  favourite  object  of  the  Socie^ 
for  promoting  Christian  Knowledge,  to  patronize  cha- 
rity  schools  for  the  instruction  of  the  poor  in  the  prin- 
ciples  of  pure  Christianity  ;  and  the  laudable  designs  of 
that  Society  could  not,  perhaps,  be  more  effectually 
answered  than  by  giving  every  encouragement  to  such 
schools,  for  the  adoption  of  your  plan  upon  an  extended 
scale. 

Some  respectable  persons  of  the  dergy,  and  othera 
in  this  populous  neighbourhood,  seem  well  tlisposed  to 
forward  thèse  views.  I  shaU  be  happy  to  affi>rd  them 
every  aid  in  my  power  ;  and  if  your  observations  hâve 
supplied  you  with  any  new  hints  that  may  be  service- 
able,  you  will  oblige  me  by  communicating  them.  I 
wish,  among  other  things,  to  know,  whether  you  hâve 
remarked  any  particular  âge  for  the  admission  or  dis- 
charge of  children,  as  most  conducive  to  your  object  of 
extending  elementary  instruction  as  widely  as  possible. 

Lady  Oakeley  desires  me  to  make  her  best  compli- 
ments to  you;  and  we  both  join  in  good  wishes  for 
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your  health  and  happiness,  together  with  a  fuU  measure 
of  success  in  ail  your  undertakings.  I  am,  with  great 
regard,  &c. 


Dr  BeU  to  Mr  and  Mrs  Marriat. 

Sfaerburn  House,  Darham»  5th  Dec  1809. 


My  dear  Friends, 


Indeed  I  am  deeply  sensible  of  your  indulgence, 
as  well  as  attention.  For  one  thing,  however,  I  must 
chide  you.  I  mean  for  saying  much  of  my  brethren. 
What  can  I  hâve  written  to  you  to  send  such  messages 
to  St  Cross  or  elsewhere  ?  Hère  I  hâve  an  entire  new 
trade  to  leam,  and^  whatever  my  wishes  or  endeavours 
may  be^  you  cannot  look  for  much  success^  in  giving 
new  direction  to  the  minds  or  to  the  hands  of  fifteen 
brethren,  whose  âge,  at  an  average,  is  seventy-sixyears. 
Some  from  infirmity  of  health,  some  £rom  weakness  of 
sight,  some  from  disinclination  and  habit,  and  some  from 
want  of  appropriate  employment,  can  do  but  little  bodily 
work.  For  others,  who  may  be  more  able,  it  is  not 
easy  always  to  contrive  appropriate  employment  ;  and 
we  must  not,  at  any  rate,  set  that  down  as  done,  which 
is  attempted  :  far  less  compare  ourselves  with  those 
who,  I  hâve  no  doubt,  hâve  done  more,  and  hâve  been 
more  successfril,  than  I  can  hope  to  be.  At  ail  events 
I  hâve  done  nothing  to  boast  of,  or  be  told  ;  and  what- 
ever  I  say  on  this  subject  of  my  feeble  endeavours,  must 
not  be  sent  to  those  to  whom  I  mean  to  go  to  school. 
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It  is  not^  you  must  know^  my  belief,  witli  mcn  grown 
old  in  habits^  that  any  practicable  change  is  to  be  made 
by  willing  or  trying  it^  as  is  the  case  with  chiidren  in  a 
school  ;  and  it  is  by  waiting  opportunities,  and  not  by 
attempting  toc  much  at  once^  that  any  thing  is  to  be 
done.  The  very  name  of  work,  when  it  came  fix>m  tbe 
highest  authority^  struck  alarm  here^  not  long  ago^  as  if 
it  were  converting  our  hospital  into  a  work-hoose.  I 
must  not^  however,  leave  you  ignorant  that  I  am  not, 
therefore,  diverted  from  my  cahn  and  uniform  measures, 
as  occasion  occurs.  Thus^  I  am  able  to  find  occasional 
employment  for  a  carpenter,  or  even  two  ;  and  prepar- 
ing  a  Ghristmas  gift  of  great-coats  (never  before  allowed 
hère)  to  my  brethren,  I  engage  a  tailor  hère  in  assisting 
in  making  them  up. 

A  true  knowledge  of  human  nature  will  lead  us  to 
expect  least  harmony  where  most  is  wanted.  Thus,  in 
every  village,  in  proportion  to  the  fewness  of  the  £stmi- 
lies,  there  will  be  found  a  multiplicity  of  parties.  It  is 
no  uncommon  thing  to  see  three  parties  in  a  village  of 
three  (otherwise)  social  familles;  and  in  ail  places, 
where  men  are  thrown  closely  together,  and  idie,  they 
hâve  opportunities,  which  they  too  well  cultivate,  of 
quarrelling.  I  speak  this  in  général  I  hâve  no  par- 
ticular  £iult,  on  this  score,  to  impute  to  my  brethren  ; 
at  least  I  hâve  imputed  none.  We  are,  indeed,  I  am 
told,  much  better  than  we  hâve  been  ;  tfaougli,  you  will 
readily  believe,  not  what  we  ought  to  be. 
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D.  P.  WatUy  Esq,y  to  Dr  BeU. 

33,  Portland  Place,  December  9,  1809. 


Dear  Sir^ 


While  I  was  at  Weymouth^  an  event  occurred 
which  excited  much  alarm.  A  boat^  with  a  midship- 
man  and  two  seamen  in  it^  comîng  on  shore  from  the 
royal  yacht^  in  a  high  wind,  was  overset.  The  young 
officer  was  drowned.  The  two  men  ching  to  the  beat 
to  save  their  lives.  The  wind  increased  to  a  violent 
storm^  and  the  waves  were  fearfully  raging.  In  this 
perilous  state  did  two  beats  put  off  from  the  harbour^ 
with  five  men  in  each^  and  one  beat  from  a  ship  at 
anchor^  with  four  men.  Such  was  the  danger^  that  the 
attempt  was  considered  desperate^  and  the  enterprize 
was  an  heroic  display  of  intrepidity  and  humanity. 
The  first  beat  going  out  encouraged  the  others  ;  that 
from  the  ship  was  the  third.  The  first  saved  the  two 
seamen,  who  had  clung  to  the  sides  of  the  upset  beat, 
till  they  could  no  longer  retain  their  hold,  but  were  just 
ready  to  drop.  They  were  conveyed  on  shore— one 
speechless,  the  other  almost  dead.  It  was  some  time 
before  they  could  be  restored  to  animation.  A  collec- 
tion was  made;  and  a  subscription*paper  opened  at 
the  publie  library,  to  raise  a  sum  to  reward  the  intrepid 
boatmen,  who  had  ventured  in  the  storm.  About  £50 
was  soon  gathered  and  divided.  A  thought  occurred  to 
me,  that  I  would  examine  if  thèse  brave  boatmen  could 
read  and  write,  and  I  took  some  pains  to  ascertain  the 
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fects  ;  and  it  proved  that,  of  the  five  first  boat's  crew, 
four  oonld  read  and  write,  and^  of  the  second  crew, 
three  eould  read  and  write.  The  hcts  could  not  be 
known  of  the  third  boat^  the  ship  to  which  ît  belonged 
having  earlj  ssûled  to  Fljmouth.  But  it  is  proved,  by 
the  strong  évidence  of  &cts,  that  the  prétest  some- 
times  urged  by  the  adversaries  of  the  éducation  of  the 
lower  orders^  that  reading,  &c.^  abates  their  eneigy, 
relaxes  their  laborious  exertions^  and  dâmps  their 
ardour^  is  whoUy  groundless.  I  was  an  eyewitness  to 
the  violence  of  the  storra,  and  the  hazard  of  the  ven- 
ture.  The  boatmen  were  most  valiant,  and  merited 
prompt  reward.  They  did  not  hesitate  or  stop  for  a 
previous  bargain^  or  assured  prize,  but  boldly  dashed  off 
to  save  the  lives  of  the  two  seamen,  which  they  effected 
at  the  imminent  risk  of  their  own. 

As  another  strong  évidence  that  éducation  does  not 
diminish  the  énergies  of  man^  especiaUy  in  his  best 
qualities^  the  Forty-Second^  or  Highland  Régiment, 
which  so  heroicaUy  withstood  the  French  Invincibles  in 
Ëgypt^  had  each  man  a  Bible,  on  going  out  on  the  ex- 
pédition, as  I  am  credibly  informed 

The  topic  of  éducation,  even  in  its  humble  walk, 
is  ever  of  considérable  import.  It  is  a  great  engine  in 
human  life,  and  perhaps  the  only  power,  under  divine 
rule,  which  can  uphold  this  country,  through  the  mé- 
dium of  morals,  without  which  no  valeur  nor  weapons 
can  save  it  ;  so  that  the  "  schooV^  is  our  "  shield.** 
When  we  enter  its  doors,  and  view  the  little  tyros  at 
their  "  sand"-books,  imagination  may  figure  a  citadel 
tvell  garrisoned,  which  shall  firmly  stand  a  siège,  repel 
an  enemy,  and  préserve  a  state.    What  has  overwhelm- 
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ed  other  states  in  Europe — French  superiority  or  their 
oivn  moral  injirmityî  The  stability  of  a  countrj 
begins  in  the  schooL 

If  from  the  first  step  we  ascend  the  ladder^  it  leads 
to  the  universities^  which^  as  great  schools,  might  be 
made  more  conducive  to  morals  ;  but  this  is  a  reach 
beyond  my  compass.  Mère  leaming^  as  Umited  to 
languages^  may  be  too  partiaUy  preferred^  honourable 
as  it  is. 

Oxford  is  now  in  a  great  heat^  agitated  by  ail  the 
contending  interests^  and,  in  truth^  in  another  form^ 
our  city  of  London  is  convdsed  with  politics.  Poor  Bri- 
tain  with  theological^  and  civil^  and  cabinet  perplex- 
ities,  is  a  mine  of  combustibles.  You  are  '^  choosing 
the  good  part/'  not  "  troubled  about  many  things/* 
but  pursuing  ^^  the  one  thing  needfiil/'     .... 


Dr  Bell  to  Sir  Charles  Oaheleyy  Bart. 

Sberbum  Houseï  Diirham,  14th  December  1809. 

Dear  Sir, 

It  were  not  easy  to  express  the  gratification  that  I 
dérive  from  your  letter,  which  bas  foUowed  me  hither, 
having  resigned  Swanage  to  enable  me  to  hold  this 
hospital. 

Among  my  multitudinous  correspondents  on  the 
subject  of  the  Christian  éducation  of  the  poor,  I  hâve 
seldom  seen  the  sentiments  and  opinions,  which  I  hâve 
ever  entértained  in  common  with  you,  so  happily,  so 


J 


606  LIFE  OF  DR  BELL. 

conciselj^  so  perfectly  expressed.    It  cannot  but  be  the 
more  gratefiil  to  me^  that  thèse  sentiments  continue  to 
be  feit  by  an  original  founder,  an  earlj  direetor,  and 
late  Président  of  the  Madras  Asylnm^  where  thej  were 
uniformly  acted  upon  and  followed  up.     If  it  had  not 
been  for  such  patronage  as  my  endeavours  experienced 
at  Madras^  you  would  not  hâve  to  regret  the  cold  récep- 
tion^ and  slow  progress  of  the  Madras  e^eriment  in 
this  country;    for  that  experiment  would  not  hâve 
reached  its  maturity^  (been  Êûrly  made^}  when  my 
State  of  health  rendered  my  return  to  Europe  indis- 
pensable*     And  I  suspect  it  would  bave  required  a 
great  length  of  time  to  bave  matured  such  an  experi- 
ment, had  the  project  been  first  entertained  in  an 
European  establishment^  and  under  confirmed  préju- 
dices^ if  the  prototype  had  not  been  before  the  eyes  of 
the  copyist^  and  its  success  demonstrated  beforehand. 
Thougl^  at  the  Royal  Military  Asylum^  my  early  efforts 
experienced  every  support  and  success^  as  they  had 
before  donc  at  Lambeth,  I  was  glad  to  escape  with 
impunity  from  the  Royal  Naval  Asylum^  where  I  had 
been  sent  by  one  of  the  commissioners^  and,  as  I  was 
made  to  believe,  with  the  authority  of  the  boanL     If 
this  happened  to  a  man  giving  bis  own  gratuitous  ser- 
vices, and  often  those  of  the  youths  he  employed  and 
carried  with  him,  what  must  bave  be&Uen  the  man 
who  might  be  supposed  actuated  by  interested  con- 
sidérations i 

In  India^  the  System  had  none  but  friends.  In  this 
country,  with  many  great  and  good  exceptions,  it  owes 
more  to  enemies.  While  the  enemies  of  the  church 
and  State  act  with  consistency,  with  union,  and  with 
effect  in  the  use  of  this  engine,  the  friends  of  the  church 
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and  State  hâve  no  fixed  opinion^  no  steady  purpose^  no 
ralljing  points  no  uniform  prînciple  of  action  ;  and  hâve 
chased  from  their  banners  many^  who  were  désirons  of 
enlisting  under  them^  if  they  had  but  met  with  the 
least  encouragement  or  countenance. 

I  am  proud^  however^  to  say^  that  I  bave  oftener 
than  once  flattered  myself  with  the  hope  of  your  senti- 
ments being  acted  upon  with  législative  authority. 
The  Archbishop  of  Ganterbury  and  Mr  Rose  had  pre- 
pared  bills  for  this  purpose;  but  that  session  drew  to  an 
end^  and  it  was  too  late^  and  though  the  measure  bas 
not  been  revived  yet^  sooner  or  later^  from  one  quarter 
or  other,  it  must  proceed. 

There  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  the  Society  for  pro- 
moting  Christian  Knowledge  bave  in  their  hands  the 
means  of  doing  immeasurable  benefit  to  the  church 
and  state^  and  to  the  best  interests  of  Ghristianity,  if 
they  were  to  revert  to  the  first  principles  of  their  insti- 
tution^ and  to  the  letter  of  their  foundation.  But  while 
thousanda  of  children  in  this  country  are  suffering^  in 
every  shape^  for  want  of  Christian  éducation,  are  bred 
in  open  hostility  to  the  church  and  state,  and  are  habituai 
pests  to  Society — ^most  of  whom — ^nay,  ahnost  the  whole 
— ^might  be  gained  and  saved  at  a  very  inconsiderable 
ezpense — ^what  sums  are  lavished  on  the  conversion, 
or  pretended  conversion,  of  a  few  adult  Indians  !  I  do 
not  mean  to  disparage  this  attempt.  But  I  speak  to 
one  who  knows  the  real  degree  of  its  success.  I  speak 
of  the  diffîculty  and  uncertainty  of  effecting  it,  in  any 
other  way  than  by  early  éducation,  such  as  at  the  Asy- 
lum  of  Madras,  and  such  as  the  late  apostolic  Bishop 
of  London  bas  commenced  with  West  Indian  negro 
children.     And  I  bave  seen  many  proofs  of  the  ready 
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and  immédiate  succesa  of  such  measures  in  this  coon- 
try,  as  through  the  govermnent,  the  législature,  or  eveD 
tlu-ough  the  Society  for  the  promoting  Christian  Know- 
ledge^ or  eyen^  perhaps,  a  new  society  pro  re  nata^ 
which  I  hâve  ofiben  wished  to  see  established,  but  hâve 
always  been  diverted  from  the  proposai,  by  considering 
the  hands  înto  which,  after  a  while,  such  societieB  ofiten 
fall;  and  yet,  without  something  more  effectuai  and 
gênerai  than  is  yet  done,  it  requires  no  prophet  to  say 
that  the  mischief  will  not  be  easily  remedied.  When 
the  enemy  is  in  possession  of  the  walls,  we  will  fly  to 
the  citadeL 

When  our  excellent  friend  Dr  Doffin — ^the  most  inti- 
mate  friend  of  the  patriarchal  Schwartz,  and  of  Gericke, 
and  John — read  the  letters  of  my  Indian  pupils,  he 
wrote  to  me,  *'  You  hâve  done  more  to  spread  Ghristi- 
anity  in  India  than  ail  the  missionaries  that  ever  went 
there,  or,  if  things  go  on  as  they  hâve  done,  ever  will 
go  there/'  When  I  sent  to  the  late  Bishop  of  London 
a  report  of  the  first  opening  of  a  school  by  my  young 
parishioner,  whom  he  had  sent  to  the  west  Indies,  fais 
lordship  was  pleased  to  write  to  me,  '^  He  wiU  be  tfae 
greatest  blessing  that  ever  crossed  the  Atlantic.  It  is 
a  big  word  to  say  ;  but  he  will  do  more  good  in  the 
Western  World,  than  Buonaparte  is  doing  mischief  in 
the  European." 

Nothing  will  ever  so  effectually  counteract  his  doings 
in  this  country,  as  the  early  éducation  of  ail  our  youth. 
England  wiU  show  a  new  race  of  labouring  poor  and 
domestic  servants,  whenever  appropriate  means  are 
taken  for  this  purpose.  How  easy  were  it  for  one  man, 
invested  with  authority,  to  raise  up  a  new  génération  ; 
but  if  this  cannot  be  done  till  ail  in  power  are  agreed 
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on  its  utility  and  necessîty,  when  will  it  be  done  ?  If 
the  System  had  been  presented  to  his  Majesty,  when  it 
might  hâve  been,  at  the  end  of  the  last  century,  pure 
and  undefiled  as  it  flowed  from  the  Madras  school^  and 
suitable  measures  had  been  then  adopted^  what  a  diffé- 
rent scène  might  we  now  witness  in  the  sentiments  and 
principles^  habits  and  opinions  of  the  youth  of  the  na- 
tion ?  And  what  might  not  yet  be  done,  if  it  were  set 
about  as  it  ought  ? 

To  your  enquiries,  I  reply,  that  I  hâve  scarcely  any 
thing  to  add  to  what  is  to  be  found  in  the  "  Eléments 
of  Tuîtîon,"  and  the  "  Instructions  for  conducting  a  " 
School  on  the  Madras  System."  I  am  now  engaged 
in  preparing  "  Hints  for  a  Grammar  School,  on  the 
Madras  System." 

As  to  the  âge  of  initiating  children  into  tlieîr  ABC, 
and  instUling  into  the  infant  mind  early  principles  and 
habits  at  Madras,  we  did  not  think,  or  find,  four  years 
of  âge  too  young  ;  but  children  are  more  forward  thcre. 
Hère  the  sarae  progress,  without  the  samc  lenient  and 
effectuai  discipline,  can  scarcely  be  expected  at  five. 
But  beyond  six  or  seven,  the  business  of  éducation 
ought  not  to  be  deferred.  When  there  is  room  in  the 
school,  the  expense  of  additional  children  is  next  to 
nothing,  especially  if  the  sand-board  was  used,  and 
carried  to  the  length  to  which  I  carried  it  at  Madras. 
And  this,  indeed,  is  what  I  hâve  chieây  to  add  to  the 
instructions.  For  want  of  the  skill  of  my  trairiod 
teachers  at  Madras,  and  of  the  perfect  discipline  of 
the  Asylum,  I  bave  never  seen  the  alphabet  taught  in 
any  thing  like  so  short  a  time  as  is  really  requisite  for 
that  purpose  ;  and  scarcely  any  where  the  scholar  con- 
tinued  at  Iiis  sand-board  tilt  he  can  make  his  mono- 
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syllables,  &c.  If  this  were  done^  as  it  ought  to  be 
done^  there  would  be  no  occasion  for  suspended  tablets  ; 
and  ail  the  difficulties^  which  so  long  arrest  the  progress 
of  charity  scholars^  and  often  consume  the  most  part  of 
their  time  at  school^  might  be  overcome  in  a  few 
weeks. 

As  to  the  âge  of  children  being  retained  at  school^ 
where  our  discipline  is  at  ail  established^  you  hâve 
such  a  perfect  command  of  every  mind^  that  a  youth, 
by  remaining  with  you,  is  always  useful.  If  otherwîse, 
get  rid  of  him  soon,  The  truth  is,  I  would  not  limit 
âge,  if  I  could  help  it  ;  but  if  a  limitation  be  thought 
necessary,  I  would  say  five,  and  not  beyond  twelve  for 
girls,  and  fourteen  for  boys,  except  retained  as  teachers^ 
or  for  future  schoolmasters. 

I  do  not  forget  the  gênerons  and  noble  exertions  of 
Lady  Oakeley,  which  drew  tears  from  Dr  Andersen,  în 
behalf  of  the  Asylum  ;  nor  the  libéral  présent  of  books, 
which,  at  an  early  period,  you  sent  to  the  school,  nor 
the  faveur  and  kindness,  which  you  ever  showed,  while 
président,  both  to  it,  and  its  superintendent. 

Mr  Bouyer,  prebendary  of  Durham,  and  father  of 
the  Schools  of  Industry  in  this  country,  has  instîtuted 
two  schools  at  Durham,  at  his  sole  expense,  one  for 
boys,  and  another  for  girls,  by  which  he  means  to  show 
that,  on  the  Madras  system,  two  hours  a  day,  for  three 
years,  will  suffice  for  giving  poor  children  appropriate 
éducation  in  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  and  religions 
instruction  ;  and  enough  is  already  seen  to  warrant  the 
conclusion.  He  is  now  publishing  1500  copies  of  a 
set  of  books  for  Madras  schools,  of  which  the  managers 
of  such  schools  may  hâve  any  part  of  the  impression,  at 
the  bare  expense  of  the  printing. 
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I  am  under  tke  double  necessity  of  employing  an 
amanuensis  :  for  want  of  time^  part  of  this  îetter  is 
dictated  at  dinner^  and  to  save  my  correspondents  the 
deciphering  of  my  pothooks^  which  my  friends  depre- 
cate. 

I  take  up  the  pen  to  beg  my  best  respects  to  Lady 
Oakeley^  my  best  wishes  to  the  family^  and  to  assure 
y  ou,  &c. 


Dear  Madam, 


Dr  BeU  to  Mrs  Cook. 

Sherburn  Houae,  Janumry  9,  1810. 


One  of  my  new  duties,  or  rather  my  new  duty, 
requires  some  différent  contrivances  from  those  of  the 
Madrasschool.  Myfifteen  newpupik(in-brethren)aver- 
age  seyenty-six  years  of  âge  each  ;  and  though  it  is  not 
by  pursuing  exactly  the  same  measures,  yet  I  entertain 
good  hope  of  being  able  to  contribute,  both  to  their 
temporal  and  spiritual  comfort.  For  this  purpose, 
among  others,  I  hâve  fixed  myself  hère,  before  I  hâve 
any  accommodation  or  establishment  at  ail,  suited  to 
the  master  of  this  hospital — a  preferment  which  has 
heretofore  fallen  to  the  first  dignitaries  of  the  Church, 
and  which  was  sought  after,  on  the  late  vacancy,  by 
the  first  in  rank  and  station. 

If  you  knew  with  what  satisfaction  I  listen  to  ail 
you  tell  me  of  St  Andrews,  especially  of  aught  that 


G 12  LIFE  OF  DR  BELL. 

regards  the  happiness  of  my  hospîtable  and  kind  Mrs 
and  Miss  M^Comîck^  you  would  not  make  an  ap<dogy 
for  filling  your  sheet.  I  must  always  be  înterested  in 
the  city  of  my  nativity,  though  I  can  scarcely  hope  to 
be  able  (even  though  entirely  at  liberty  by  my  new 
office}  to  lay  out  £1000  for  a  house,  and  to  join  my 
townsmen,  and  fellow-Indians^  on  the  Links  of  St  An- 
drews.    I  ever  am,  &c. 


Dear  Sir, 


D.  P.  fVatts,  Esq.,  to  Dr  BM. 

33,  Portland  Place,  February  5, 1810. 


I  have  the  satisfaction  to  report  to  you,  that  I  hâve 
recently  received  a  letter  from  the  résident  minîster  at 
Weymouth,  givîng  a  good  account  of  the  Uttle  colony 
planted  there,  that  the  progress  in  leaming  is  ap- 
proved,  and  that  petitioners  are  applying.  There  were 
seventy-five  boys  and  twenty-nine  girls  at  the  parish 
church  last  Sunday,  in  regular  order,  as  belongîng  to 
the  incipient  Sunday  school,  which  is  training  young 
minds  for  a  day  school,  upon  a  large  scale,  into  which^ 
when  established,  this  infant  undertaking  may  merge, 
or  remain  isolatèd  and  separate,  as  circumstances  pre-* 

scribe,  or  as  its  utility  requîres 

You  mention  your  fifteen  new  and  young  pupils, 
whose  âges  average  seventy-six  years,  and  your  consi- 
derate  soUcitude  for .  them.     Much  dépends  on  their 
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early  éducation — on  the  seed  sown  in  seed-time.     A 

very  strong  ground  of  argument  for  schools,  may  be 

drawn  from  old  âge — from  the  différence  between  a 

cultivated  and  untutored  grey-head — ^between  an  en- 

lightened  and  a  dark  mind.    To  see  an  ancient  fellow- 

creature,  confined  to  hîs  chair  or  cottage  by  impotency 

of  limbs^  reading  the  Bible,  and,  "  by  patience  and 

comfort  of  that  Holy  Word,"  verifying  the  concluding 

passage  of  the  Second  Collect  in  Advent  ;  or  to  see 

another  fixed  in  his  seat  with  a  vacant  look,  and,  with 

listless  indifférence  or  apathy,  senseless  to  ail  intellec- 

tuai  character — ^forms  a  contrast,  which  must  stamp 

conviction  on  the  sceptic  to  schools,  that  the  wisest  of 

mortals  was  not  wrong  when  he  said — "  Train  up  a 

child  in  the  vray  he  should  go,  and  when  he  is  old  he 

will  not  départ  from  it."     It  wiU  be  his  very  staff.    In 

speaking  of  this  extcnsive  parish  of  Marylebone,  com- 

prising  not  less  than  65,000  soûls,  it  cannot  but  inte- 

rest  the  mind  to  think  that  the  lay  patron,  the  late 

Duke  of  Portland,  and  the  minister,  the  late  Rev.  Dr 

Kay,  both  died  within  a  short  time  ;  and  although  the 

spiritual  interests  of  so  comprehensîve  a  cure  requires 

vigilant  solicitude,  and  could  not  be  personally  aided 

by  the  late  aged  and  infirm  minister,  who  resided  at 

Lincoln,  yet  the  présent  Duke  bas  given  the  bénéfice 

to  a  clergyman  seventy  years  old — (Rev.  Dr  Hislop.) 

Thèse  proceedings  tend  to  weaken  the  stability  of  the 

Establishment,  and  to  give  advantage  to  sectarists,  who 

are  on  the  alert,  ''  in  season  and  out  of  season  ** — who 

do  what  we  sometimes  omit. 

Your  former  protégé,  Mr  Hill,  called  on  me  the 
20th  January.  He  is  settled  at  Clapham,  as  a  maâter 
of  a  considérable  school  for  poor  children  on  subscrip- 
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tion^  and  under  the  patronage  of  tke  Rev.  Mr  Venn 
of  Glapham«  He  showed  me  a  cheap  waj  of  mak- 
ing  moDosyllabic  tablete^  by  cutting  two  cofijunct  let- 
ters  out  of  hand-bills^  lottery-bills,  and  sudi  printed 
papers  as  are  gireq  ^,w2i,y  gratis,  and  pastîng  tkem  on  a 
pasteboard  :  for  example^  recommendation  makes 
re-com-men-da-ti-OD^  &c.  His  former  school  in  Ogle 
Street;  which  he  transferred  to  another  person^  dimi- 
nishes  in  numbers^  through  the  greater  vigilance  of  a 
Methodist  school  in  the  vicinity;  which  thrives^  is  well 
managed,  and  évinces  zeal  and  energy^  while  our 
orthodox  Systems  are  comparatively  supine  and  luke- 
warm.  They  beat  us  by  the  fair  dint  of  diligence 
and  earnestness 


J.  C.  Curwen^  Esq.,  to  Dr  Bell. 

WorkingtoDy  February  17,  1810. 

My  dear  Sir, 

To  show  you  we  are  not  idle,  nor  the  parents  of 
children  ungratefîil  or  insensible  of  the  benefits  of 
éducation,  I  take  the  liberty  of  sending  you  my  reply 
to  a  number  of  most  delightftil  letters.  I  am  on  the 
point  of  establishing  a  second  school,  at  a  farm  of 
mine,  two  miles  from  hence,  where  I  hope  to  be  equally 
fortunate.  Let  me  cordially  and  shorlly  thank  yoù 
for  the  greatest  source  of  pleasure  I  enjoy,  every  Sun- 
day,  by  my  school  visits  hère,  and  I  frcquently  attend 
them  to  church.     The  change  aiready  madc  is  asto- 
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nishing.  I  hâve  seldom  less  than  from  160  to  200 
boys,  and  60  giris,  who  attend  divine  service,  not 
one  of  whom  prevîously  ever  thought  of  such  a  thing. 
Their  progress  has  been  very  great,  particularly  in 
figures.  I  hâve  several  boys,  under  thirteen,  learning 
navigation.  Why  should  there  be  a  sailor  in  Britain, 
who  is  not  able  to  navigate  a  ship  to  any  part  of  the 
world?  Uniting  knowledge  with  nautical  skill,  will 
make  our  brave  tars  still  more  invincible 


Dr  Bell  to  J.  C.  Carwen^  Esq. 

Sherbum  House,  Durbam,  12th  Marcb  1810. 

My  dear  Sir, 

Nothing  can  be  more  grateful  to  me  than  thc  com- 
munication with  which  you  bave  favoured  me,  of  the 
success  of  your  plans  for  the  éducation  of  the  children 
in  your  neighbourhood,  and  of  your  purpose  to  extend 
that  benefit  stiU  further.  Whenever  measures  are  con- 
certed  and  foUowed  up,  as  you  hâve  donc,  they  never 
fail  of  producing  the  events  which  you  bave  happily 
experienced.  .  •  •  .  Go  on  and  prospet  with  your 
new  Bchool,  and  your  ulterior  designs.  I  bave  long 
thought  as  you  do,  that  every  British  sailor  ought  to  be 
a  navigator.  The  mass  of  knowledge  is  the  national 
sccurity  and  the  national  strength. 

In  the  French  armies  it  is  said  that  every  soldier  is 
fittcd  to  be  a  gênerai,  and,  in  our  navy,  every  sailor  to 
be  an  officer,  and  every  officer  to  be  an  admirai,  and  why 
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not  a  master  and  navigator  ?  Of  our  losses  at  sea  you 
can  tell,  better  than  I  can,  how  many  are  owing  to  sheer 
ignorance,  one  of  which  I  experienced,  and  while  re- 
monstrating  in  regard  to  the  course  we  held  at  sea,  &c., 
was  shipwrecked. 

Most  of  our  new  schools  are  yet  in  the  first  stage  of 
infancy,  and  it  is  proper  tbat  you  sbould  know  wliat> 
in  gênerai,  remains  to  be  done  to  bring  tlic  English 
schools  to  a  comparison  with  the  Madras  school  at  £g- 
more,  and  to  produce  the  effects  recorded  in  its  minute 
books  and  officiai  documents.    * 

The  school  in  Sunderland  was  left  about  nine  montbs 
ago,  through  the  entire  neglect  of  the  late  master,  in 
such  disorder  that,  even  after  I  had  sent  such  a  man  as 
I  could  find  at  Swanage  to  take  charge  of  it,  it  was  the 
gênerai  sentiment  that  the  Sunderland  boys  were 
60  ungovernable  and  refractory,  that  they  could  not  be 
reduced  to  order  by  the  Madras  method;  and  if  I  had 
not  been  at  hand,  I  believe  the  attempt  would  bave  been 
given  up,  or  entirely  failed.  My  first  step  in  this 
emergency  was  to  point  out  where  the  errors  lay,  and 
to  carry  with  me  the  master  and  monitors  of  the  Wear- 
mouth  school  to  assist  in  bringing  into  some  train  the 
Sunderland  boys.  I  left  the  Wearmouth  teachers  in 
the  lower  school,  while  the  master  and  I  went  to  the 
upper.  The  first  thing  the  Sunderland  boys  did  was 
to  give  a  good  drubbîng  to  the  M^'earmouth  boys,  and 
beat  them  off  the  field.  Of  cotirse  other  measures 
were  to  be  pursued,  the  conséquence  of  which  is,  that 
the  Sunderland  school  is,  at  this  moment,  as  much 
superior  to  the  Wearmouth,  as  the  latter  heretofore  was 
to  the  former.  In  any  class  above  the  sand-board,  the 
trustées  and  visitors  are  desîred  to  lay  their  hands  on 
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any,  or  every,  boy  or  class,  and  to  désire  them  to  tum 
tip  to  any  page^  &c.,  and  read  at  any  line  or  column 
there^  and  then^  shutting  the  book^  to  spell  the  hard 
words  ;  and  this  is  done  with  a  suceess  approxîmating 
to  the  Madras  school^  to  the  no  small  astonishment^  as 
well  as  delight,  of  the  auditors  who  enter  into  the  spirit 
of  the  System.  Still,  however,  the  classes  at  the  sand- 
board  are  inferîor,  and  I  can  scarcely  any  where  get 
the  alphabet  and  monosyllables  taught,  as  they  ought 
to  be;  because  the  masters  cannot,  for  years,  be  brought 
to  register  the  progress  of  each  class  and  indiyidual^  as 
directed,  and  see  the  novice  perfectly  instructed  in  hîs 
daily  and  hourly  lessons.  Mofe  time  is  often  spent  at 
the  sand-board,  with  the  letters  and  monosyllables, 
(and,  aftor  ail,  it  is  quitted  far  sooner  than  it  ought  to 
be  quitted,  if  we  look  to  the  progress  of  the  scholar,) 
than  is  required  to  make  a  good  reader,  with  much 
greater  ease  and  satisfaction,  both  to  the  child,  and  if 
he  could  be  brought  to  do  it,  the  master. 

To  ascertain  the  ability  and  attention  of  a  master  it 
is  an  infallible  rule  : — Lay  your  hand  on  any  scholar, 
from  the  first  letters  of  his  A  B  0,  to  the  branches  of 
arithmetic,  or  whatever  else  is  taught,  and  if  there  be 
one,  who  is  not  master  of  ail  he  bas  been  taught,  it  is 
not  a  school  conducted  as  at  Madras.  There  is  loss 
of  time,  as  well  as  of  dissatisfaction  to  the  scholar,  who  is 
never  so  much  pleased,  as  when  he  says  his  lesson  with 
accuracy  and  précision.  I  need  not  tell  you  how  easy, 
as  well  as  pleasant,  a  matter  this  is.  It  is  not  you  :  it 
is  God  and  nature  who  do  it  for  you.  Every  boy  is 
sufTered,  like  water  in  an  open  vessel,  to  find  his  own 
level  ;  and  no  one  page  is  passed  over,  or  aught  else, 
till  it  be  well  mastcred. 
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I  sliall  have  great  pleasure  in  waiting  on  you  in  town, 
hearing  more  of  your  proceedings^  and  tendering  you 
my  best  acknowledgments  for  your  great  Benrices  in 
the  cause  of  moral  and  religions  éducation^  and^  if  I 
dare  présume^  to  offer  my  mite  of  praîse  to  your  agri- 
cultural  pursuits  and  improvements^  &c. 

I  wish  you  to  write,  using  my  name  if  you  see  proper, 
to  William  Davis,  Esq.,  81,  Lambert  Street,  Goodman's 
Fields,  Whitechapel,  and  to  offer  to  meet  him  any 
Thursday  at  two  o'clock  (or  otlier  day,  if  more  conve- 
nient)  at  Gower's  Walk  school,  and  see  what  one  man 
can  do,  in  unlting  iudustry  and  letters.  He  will  send 
you  Lis  last  report,  if  you  wish  it.    I  am,  &c. 


The  Bùfhop  of  St  David's  to  Dr  Bell. 

Abergeily,  SOth  Juœ  1810. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  receîved  by  yesterday*s  post,  from  Mr  Mar- 
rîot,  an  extract  from  your  letter  to  hîra.  My  wish  is  to 
brîng  about  a  meeting  and  conférence  between  you  and 
the  trustées  of  Mrs  Bevan's  charity  schools,  who  have 
(I  think  I  mentioned  to  you)  £18,000  to  employ  in 
promoting  the  éducation  of  the  Welsh  poor.  I  shall 
distribute  largely  through  my  diocess,  this  summer, 
copies  of  a  report  of  Mr  Davis's  school,  in  the  hope 
that  it  will  produce  a  good  impression  on  the  commu- 
nity,  and  lead  to  some  extensive  and  uniform  measure 
for  tlic  régulation  of  the  schools.     My  visitation  will 
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give  me  a  good  opportunity  of  talking  with  the  trus- 
tées; and  I  shall  endeavour  to  briug  them  to  some 
arrangement^  of  which  I  will  inform  you^  and  should  be 
most  happjy  if  it  could  be  made  conrenient  to  make 
your  tour  to  Wales  before  the  year  be  too  far  advanced. 
But  the  whole  dépends  on  the  good  disposition  of  the 
trustées,  and  your  convenience. 

If  the  proposed  conférence  should  take  place,  as  I 
wish,  I  should  be  happy  to  hâve  you  my  guest  hère,  for 
as  long  a  time  as  you  could  make  it  convenient  to  stay. 


Dr  Bell  to  the  Bishop  qf  St  David! s. 

Sherburn  Ilouse,  6th  Julj  1810. 

My  Lord, 

I  hâve  the  honour  of  your  lordship's  letter,  and 
the  most  anxious  sohcitude  to  comply  with  your  lord- 
ship's  wishes.  Such  a  field  for  the  religions  éducation 
of  the  lower  orders,  as  your  lordship's  diocess  présents, 
with  such  an  endowment  as  Mrs  Bevan's  for  charity 
schools,  appear  to  me  most  désirable  and  interesting. 
With  thèse  sentiments  I  cannot,  however,  promise  that 
immédiate  duties,  and  prier  engagements,  may  not  anti- 
cipate  the  time  which  may  be  appointed  for  attending 
your  lordship,  and  meeting  the  trustées  of  the  charity. 
But  it  is  no  slight  cause,  or  ordinary  engagement,  which 
will  prevent  me  from  obeying  your  summons. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  sending  a  copy  of  a  Ictter  from 
the  rector  of  Whîtechapel  and  trustées  of  the  parochial 
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ftchools^  aâ  illustrative  of  the  reports  of  Mr  Dayis^s 
Bchool,  and  of  tlie  objects  of  your  lordshîp's  piirsuit. 

I  wish  to  send  from  hence  to  your  lordship  one  hiin- 
dred  copies  of  my  late  instructions,  if  I  knew  hùw  to 
convey  them,  or  whether  it  were  better  to  reserve  them 
£6r  my  own  bringing,  if  the  proposed  meeting  take 
plac^. 


The  Rev,  Thomas  Fleming  y  Secretari/y  to  General  Dirom. 

Buccleucb  Place,  2d  Oct  1810. 
Sir, 

The  Edinburgh  Lancasterian  School  Society,  in- 

stituted  for  the  purpose  of  facilitatîng  the  éducation  of 

the  poor,  hâve  resolved  that  you  should  be  requested 

to  do  them  the  honour  of  filling  the  office  of  an  extra- 

ordinary  director  of  the  society.     This  resolution  I  am 

appointed  to  intimate  in  their  name,  and,  at  the  same 

time,  to  express  their  eamest  wish  that  the  request 

which  is  thus  made  may  be  favourably  received. 


General  Dirom  to  the  Rev.  Thomas  Fleming. 

Charlotte  Square,  4th  Oct.  1810. 
Sir, 

I  bcg  you  will  take  the  first  opportunity  to  men- 
tion to  the  Edinburgh  Lancasterian  School  Society, 
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that  I  am  very  sensible  of  the  honour  they  do  me^  in 
desiring,  by  your  faveur  of  the  2d  instant,  that  I  should 
fill  the  office  of  an  extraordinary  director  of  the  society  ; 
and  I  am  also  much  indebted  to  you  for  the  earnest 
manner,  in  which  you  hâve  the  goodness  to  urge  me  to 
accept  of  that  appointment. 

Be  pleased  to  assure  the  society,  that  I  should  be 
liappy  in  givîng  any  assistance  in  my  power,  in  promo- 
ting  their  laudable  endeavours  for  facilitating  the  édu- 
cation of  the  poor,  but  I  feel  a  difficulty  in  joining  the 
Society,  under  its  présent  name,  as  that  excellent  plan 
of  tuition,  however  it  may  hâve  been  promoted  by  the 
zeal  and  talents  of  Mr  Lancaster,  owes  its  origin  en- 
tirely  to  my  leamed  and  worthy  friend  the  Révérend 
Dr  Andrew  Bell,  whose  able  and  successful  exertions  I 
had  occasion  to  witness,  about  twenty  years  ago,  when 
he  introduced  that  mode  of  discipline  into  the  Maie 
Âsylum,  at  Madras,  in  the  East  Indies. 

The  merits  of  Dr  Bell  hâve,  for  several  years,  been 
fully  acknowledged  in  England  and  Ireland,  where  he 
has  been  solicited  to  take  charge  of  considérable  esta- 
bhshments  on  that  plan,  which  are  now  flourishing 
under  his  indefatigable  and  disinterested  superinten- 
dence.  An  account  of  some  of  thèse  seminaries  will  be 
found  in  a  late  publication  by  Sir  Thomas  Bernard, 
that  learned  and  libéral  patron  of  the  poor,  who,  whUst 
he  does  ample  justice  to  the  acknowledged  daims  of 
Mr  Lancaster,  recognizes  Dr  Bell  as  the  original  founder 
of  this  admirable  System,  and  the  ablest  teacher  in  that 
Une. 

Thèse  circumstances  hâve  probably  not  been  hitherto 
brought  under  the  considération  of  your  society,  other- 
wise  they  would  hâve  been  désirons  to  make  an  inves- 
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tigation  into  the  rise  and  progress  of  a  plan^  which  they 
are  justly  so  anxious  to  proraote;  and^  shoold  they  fii^ 
that  it  owes  its  origin,  and  best  support^  to  our  worthj 
conntiyman^  Dr  Bell^  they  will^  doubtless^  be  disposed 
to  do  hîm  due  honoiir  in  the  désignation  of  their 
Society.     I  hâve  the  honour,  &c. 


Dear  Sir, 


D.  P.  Watts,  Esq.,  to  Dr  Bell. 

33,  Portiand  Place,  3l8t  Jaouary  1811. 


I  accidentally  met  with  a  fragment,  of  a  sermon 
preached  before  the  Universîty  of  Oxford  on  Act  Sun- 
day,  July  8,  1733,  on  Dent,  xxxii.  v.  46,  47,  in  which 
is  this  extract  : — 

'^  They  who  object  against  éducation,  as  instilling 
préjudices,  should  consider  that  virtue,  honour,  decency, 
are  préjudices  just  of  the  same  sort.  But,  in  trath, 
God  himself,  not  man,  hath  planted  thèse  preposses- 
sions  in  the  heart,  and  ail  that  éducation  does  is  to 
faveur  their  growth.  The  enemies  of  religion  wîll,  of 
course,  be  enemies  to  those  who  teach  it.  The  adver- 
saries  of  our  constitution  will  look  ill  on  schools  designod 
for  its  support.  More  private  motives  will  excite  inju- 
rions treatment  of  theni  firom  some  persons,  and  even 
those  of  better  meaning  may  be  engaged,  by  misinfor- 
mation,.  to  pass  harsh  judgments,  and  say  unfriendly 
things  ;  but  reasonable  men  will  always  distinguish  by 
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what  person^  on  what  grounds^  witb  what  temper  and 
views^  disadvantageous  reports  are  raised."     .... 

In  my  random  reading,  the  Edinburgh  Review  lias 
corne  in  for  its  share^  and  I  meet  with  a  review  in  it  of 
some  publication^  on  the  éducation  qî  the  poor,  avow- 
edly  and  partially  to  extol  Mr  Lancaster,  and  to  give 
him  priority  as  an  inventer,  assuredly  not  to  compli- 
ment Dr  Bell;  but  the  spirit,  the  motive,  and  the 
object  of  the  reviewer  are  easily  seen.  He  cannot  be 
content  with  detecting  a  "  hlunder,*  but  he  must  call 
it  a  "  clérical  blunder.**  From  this  spécimen,  the  whole 
may  be  judged.  But  with  such  bias,  there  is  yet  some- 
thing  commendable  in  the  defence  of  the  éducation  of 
the  poor,  against  the  misanthropy  of  Mandeville  ;  and 
from  page  68  to  66,  before  the  scrutiny  into  the  origi- 
nality  of  Dr  Bell  or  Mr  Lancaster  begins,  the  observa- 
tions on  Mandeville,  and  other  an^-educationists,  are 
ingénions. 

With  respect  to  the  question  of  originality,  I  happen 
to  bave  the  written  testimony  of  Samuel  Nicholls,  mas- 
ter  of  the  school  of  St  Botolph,  Aldgate,  (the  first 
Protestant  parish  school,)  that  he  received  your  tract 
on  the  12th  of  March  1798,  and  only  waited  the  consent 
of  the  committee,  wliich  assembled  on  the  Sd  of  April 
1798,  when  he  instantly  commenced  teaching  in  sand, 
classing,  and  other  methods  pointed  ont  in  your  tract, 
and  which  bave  been  continued,  and  are  now  in  prac- 
tice,  under  the  same  master.  I  apprehend  this  pré- 
cèdes ail  in  England. 

At  Weymouth,  I  read  in  one  of  the  newspapers,  of 
the  death  of  a  schoolmaster  in  Swabia,  who  had  superin- 
tended  a  seminary  fifty-one  years  with  severity,  It  had 
been  inferred,  from  recorded  observations,  that  he  had 
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given  911,500  canings,  124,000  floggîngs,  209,000 
custodies,  136,000  tips  with  the  ruier,  10,200  boxes  on 
the  ears,  22,700  tasks  by  heart,  700  stands  on  peas, 
600  kneels  on  a  sharp  edge,  600  fool's  caps,  1700 
holds  of  rods  ;  and  this  report  closed  with  tbîs  quota- 
tion  from  Martial  : — 

''  Ferulœ  tristes,  sceptre  pedagogoram,  cessant*' 


Sir  James  Miller  Ridley  to  Dr  BtlL 

Edînburgh,  March  11,  1811. 

My  dear  Sir, 

•  •  «  •  • 

I  look  forward  with  much  pleasurc  to  a  time,  when 
I  shall  be  enabled  to  engraft  a  little  woollen  manufec- 
tory  on  my  school  for  instruction,  at  leaist  to  the  length 
of  spinnîng  the  wool  into  yarn,  and  exporting  it  în  that 
less  bulky  shape  than  in  the  raw  materials.  Knitting 
stockings  and  spinning  hemp  will  also  be  excellent 
employments  for  the  girls  :  as  an  indulgence  for  good 
behaviour  I  might,  perhaps,  employ  the  boys  in  assist- 
ing  in  the  cultivation  of  waste  ground,  or  in  any  other 
way  which  shall  give  them  such  habits  as  will  form 
them  into  useful  and  industrious  members  of  society 
hereafter.  Highlanders  havc  no  idea  of  the  value  of 
time,  and  are  sadly  rooted  to  old  préjudices.  Every 
man  is  his  own  tailor,  shoemaker,  carpenter,  mason^ 
&c.  &c.  My  ambition,  I  confess,  is  to  teach  them,  în 
the  first  place,  the  value  of  time,  and  to  give  thewi 
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habits  of  industry  ;  to  remove  their  préjudices^  and  to 
diyîde  the  labour.  They  are  honest^  attaclied^  and 
grateful  for  any  the  smallest  services.  The  men  under 
the  âge  of  thirty^  for  the  most  part^  can  speak  English 
and  read.  They  marry  early,  of  course  hâve  large 
families^  and^  I  think,  are  very  religiously  inclined  ;  so 
that  if^  with  such  good  materials^  I  do  not  raise  an 
édifice  combining  the  utile  et  dulce,  but  of  which  the 
tUile  shall  preponderate^  it  must  be  my  own  fault. 
I  remain  your  obliged  friend  and  servant. 


Dr  Bell  to  Robert  Southey,  Esq. 

Leytonstone,  2d  May  1811. 

Dear  Sir, 

Hearing  that  you  are  expected  soon  in  Londoii^ 
in  the  neighbouïhood  of  which  I  hâve  been  for  the  last 
month,  and  where  I  mean  to  remain  for  at  least  a  fort- 
night  more,  I  take  the  Uberty  of  requesting  to  knoTv, 
whether  you  hâve  fixed  on  any  précise  time  for  being 
there,  or  when  you  purpose  to  set  out  for  London. 

I  wish  much  for  the  pleasure  of  meeting  you,  and 
having  some  communication  on  a  subject  of  gênerai 
interest,  in  which,  as  in  ail  else  that  is  fitted  to  benefit 
and  improve  the  rising  génération,  you  do  more  than 
feeL 

I  will  thank  you  to  faveur  me  with  any  notice  you 
can  give  me  of  your  purpose.  So  solicitons  am  J  of 
seeiiig  you,  that  if  I  be  ^which  I  seldom  am)  my  own 
jnaster,  my  movements  may,  in  some  measure,  dépend 
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on  yours.     At  any  rate,  the  earlîest  answer  you  can 
conveniently  give  me  will  be  thankfuUy  acknowledged. 
I  am,  dear  sir,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  your 
most  obedient. 


R.  Southey^  Esq.j  to  Dr  BtlL 

Keswîck,  May  4,  1811. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  this  evenîng  honoured  with  your  letter.  I 
shall  be  in  London  the  first  week  in  June,  and  continue 
there  and  at  Streatham  from  four  to  five  weeks.  Press- 
ing employinent,  which  seems  to  lengthen  under  my 
hands,  and  which  cannot  be  deferred,  detains  me  thua 
late  in  the  spring;  otherwise  it  was  my  intention  to 
hâve  been  at  this  time  in  the  south.  It  will  grieve  me, 
if  this  unavoidable  delay  should  deprive  me  of  the  plea- 
sure  of  seeing  you.  If,  however,  that  should  unfortu- 
nately  be  the  case,  any  communications  with  which 
you  may  faveur  me  by  letter,  shall  be  receîved  with  the 
attention  which  every  thing  coming  from  Dr  Bell  must 
deserve.  Few  circumstances  could  be  so  gratifying  to 
me,  as  to  be  made  in  any  way  instrumental  in  fiirther- 
ing  your  most  important  plans  for  the  improvement  of 
Society. 

The  late  events  in  Portugal  hâve  given  me  more  joy 
than  I  can  express,  from  the  peculiar  interest  I  take  in 
every  thing  relating  to  that  country,  and  the  aJBTection, 
as  it  may  be  called,  which  I  hâve  acquired  for  the 
Portuguese  people,  from  my  long  and  intimate  ac- 
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quaintance  with  their  history.  I  hope  and  trust  that 
this  successful  campaign  has  firmly  established  the  pré- 
sent minîstry^  and  delivered  us  from  ail  danger  of  seeing 
the  Greys,  and  the  Grenvilles,  and  the  Whitbreads  in 
power  ;  from  that  crew,  good  Lord  deliver  us  !  And 
then^  with  his  blessing^  we  shall  deliver  ourselves  and 
the  world  also  from  this  barbarian^  who  is  labouring  to 
extinguish  the  light  of  liberty  and  of  knowledge. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  sir,  yours  with  the  highest 
respect. 


Dr  Bell  to  Robert  Southey^  Esq. 

LeytoDstone,  17th  May  1811. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  obliging  communication  has  determined  me 
to  wait  and  watch,  if  I  can,  and  as  far  as  I  can,  your 
movements,  or  rather  to  endeavour  to  shape  my  own 
movements,  so  that  I  may  fall  in  with  you  as  soon  as 
may  be,  May  I  then  request  to  know,  whether  the 
day  of  your  arrivai  in  town  is  fixed,  or  can  be  nearly 
fixed,  or  be  yet  contingent  ;  how  long  you  expect  to 
remain  in  and  about  town;  and  whether  you  return 
thence  to  Keswick,  to  make  some  stay  there  ? 

I  trust  you  will  forgive  my  particularities,  when  I 
tell  you,  that  there  is  a  field  in  my  view,  almost  uncul- 
tivated,  and  the  due  cultivation  of  which  is  of  the  most 
gênerai  interest  and  importance,  entirely  worthy  of  the 
time  and  talents  of  a  man  of  letters,  of  philanthropy,  of 
high  honour,  of  sound  principles,  of  zeal  in  the  cause  of 
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his  country  and  of  mankind^  and  of  àbility  equal  to  the 
mighty  task  of  pre-occupancy.  I  can  apologise  to  you, 
as  the  late  apostolical  Bishop  of  London  dîd  to  Dr 
Andrewes^  when  he  offered  him  St  James's  chorch — 
*'  If  I  had  known  another  equally  possessed  of  the  dia- 
racter  and  genius  suited  to  the  work/'  (of  which  I  can 
see  the  bearings,  and  foresee  many  of  the  conséquences,} 
*'  I  would  not  hâve  mentioned  it  to  you." 

If  you  hâve  leisure  and  inclination — inclination  I  am 
sure  you  hâve,  if  you  see  the  subject  as  I  see  it — ^new 
and  lasting  honours,  I  predict,  await  the  name.  Lei- 
sure, if  you  are  not  engaged  in  some  work  of  immé- 
diate and  pressing  necessîty,  I  think  you  will  contrive 
to  hâve.  A  week  (or  two)  mîght  suffice,  in  the  first 
instance,  where,  I  beheve,  most  of  the  materials  could 
be  found  ready  for  your  hands*  But  this  is  only  the 
pioneers.  A  task,  mighty  in  its  importance,  compre- 
hensive  in  its  object,  as  embracing  the  state  of  educa^ 
tion  in  ancient  and  modem  times,  and  its  influence  on 
Society  and  manners,  and  government  and  religion^ 
would  form  a  pretty  large  volume  for  the  literary  world, 
or  rather  reading  world.  A  review  of  such  a  work, 
composed  by  such  an  author  as  I  think  would  do  such 
justice  to  the  subject,  would  form  ^future  article  in  a 
review,  which  might  interest  and  instruct  those,  who 
do  not  read  beyond  reviews,  and  do  not  choose  to  think, 
or  cannot  think,  for  themselves. 

On  getting  our  friend's  address,  I  called  at  South- 
ampton  Buildings,  and  left  my  card,  and  purpose  to  call 
when  I  can  get  to  Brumpton. 

I  wait  your  reply,  and  beg  to  be  excused  for  ail  the 
freedom  I  use,  and  to  be  believed  to  be,  my  dear  sir, 
with  true  esteem,  your  most  faithful. 
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If  there  be  a  chance  of  your  being  stUl  a  month 
looger  at  Keswick  before  you  get  to  town,  be  so  good 
as  say  so.  If  coming  to  town  on  June  Ist,  or  the  first 
week  in  June,  be  so  good  as  say  where  you  are  to  be 
found  on  your  first  arrivai. 


My  dear  Sir, 


Dr  Bell  to  the  Rev.  Dr  Gray. 

LeytoDstooe,  llth  Jane  1811. 


We  are  now  doing  much,  and  advancing  little. 
At  the  east  end  of  the  town  much  good  has  been  done, 
and  is  doing.  At  the  west  end,  the  Marylebone 
Bchool  at  last  begins  to  rear  its  walls  on  high. 

I  preached  at  Québec  chapel,  for  the  School  of  In- 
dustry,  on  Sunday  last.  The  collection  was  unusually 
great — ^upwards  of  £70.  The  Bishop  of  Salisbury, 
with  whom  I  spent  the  day,  was  of  the  congrégation, 
and  gives  me  a  good  account  of  their  proceedings  at 
Salisbury.  I  hâve  been  pressed  by  more  than  one  of 
the  bench  to  be  presented.  But  I  do  not  choose  to  run 
a  race  with  any  one,  in  courting  as  a  faveur,  what  I 
Bhall  never  accept  but  as  a  right.    I  beg,  &c. 
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Dr  Bell  to  Robert  Soulhey^  Esq. 

Sberburn  House»  Durbanif  STth  Âagnst  1811. 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  cannot  deny  myself  the  satisfaction  of  înformîng 
you,  that  there  are  sevcral  schemes  on  the  tapis  for 
spreading  religions  instruction  through  the  church.  In 
none  of  them  do  I  take  a  lead,  or  even  a  part,  so  as  to 
commit  myself.  One  of  them,  by  Mr  Bouyer,  I  send 
confidentially  to  you.  It  has  been  in  the  hands  of  the 
prime  minister,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  his  autho- 
rity  for  îts  circulation,  under  a  Government  cover.  He 
has  corrected  it  most  properly,  (by  altering  what  allud- 
ed  to  the  sanction  of  the  Prince  Régent  and  his  royal 
brothers  to  the  Lancasterian  schools,)  with  a  vîew  of 
putting  it  into  the  hands  of  the  prince,  and  of  informing 
him  on  a  subject,  where  he  thinks  he  had  acted  inad- 
vertently.  That,  in  the  end,  justice  will  be  donc,  and 
the  truth  prevail,  I  entertain  little  doubt. 

The  Bishop  ofExeter,  Sir  Thomas  Acland,  &c.,  are 
acting  with  great  spirit  in  Devonshire.  They  hâve 
begun  with  circulating  among  the  dergy  the  instruc- 
tions for  conducting  Madras  schools.  Tliey  are  to 
establish  a  central  school  in  Exeter,  to  train  maatersj, 
and  to  assist  throughout  the  country,  in  the  formation 
of  schools.  I  am  strongly  importuned  to  go  thither, 
which  it  is  very  possible  I  may  do,  and  very  soon  ;  but, 
first,  I  would  fain  hear  from  you.  If  you  will  retum  a 
single  line,  by  retum  of  post,  it  will  bc  a  guide  to  me. 
T  beg  my  best  respects  to  Mrs  Southey,  and  am,  my 
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dear  BÎr,  wîth  sincère  regard  and  esteem^  your  most 
faithful  servant. 

The  enclosed  is  the  copy  printed^  as  corrected  by  Mr 
Percival. 

Every  where  they  represent  m^  as  a  competitorwith 
Mr  Lancaster  in  forming  schools  in  this  country  !  This 
were  a  most  unequal  contest.  My  appropriate  task  is 
seen  in  my  original  essay  ;  and  my  claim  is,  of  giving 
birtli  to  every  school»  by  whomsoever  formed,  which  is 
conducted  tbrough  the  médium  of  the  scholars.  And 
my  ambition  is,  to  see  the  System  applied  in  the  man- 
nèr  which  I  think  most  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the 
people,  the  staté,  and  the  church. 


R.  SotUheyy  Esq.  to  Dr  Bell. 

Keswîck,  Sept.  5, 1811 

My  dear  Sir, 

On  my  retum  home,  aftor  an  absence  which  has 
greatly,  but  unavoidably,  exceeded  its  proposed  length, 
I  find  your  welcome  letter  with  its  enclosure.  One 
from  Murray  bas  also  reached  me,  which  is  to  the  same 
purport.  I  bave  not  yet  got  tbrough  the  bustle  of 
unpacking  and  arranging  my  books  and  papers.  To- 
morrow,  bowever,  I  ghrd  up  my  loins  for  the  contest. 
The  Quarterly  waits  for  me,  and  I  promise  you  ample 
vengeance  upon  your  Edinburgh  enemy  and  calumni- 
ator  ....  whether  Scot  or  English  borderer,  makes  no 
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différence.     I  shall  convict  him  of  falsehood^  and  deal 
with  him  accordingly. 

Should  you  go  into  tho  west^  there  îs  a  schooi  at 
Enmore^  about  eîght  miles  from  Bridgewater,  and  as 
manj  firom  Taunton,  which  it  would  gratify  you  to 
see.  It  was  established  by  the  clergyman,  Mr  John 
Poole,  under  the  Earl  of  Egmont  patronage^  and  is 
under  his  immédiate  superintendence.  I  -was  affected^ 
as  well  as  delighted^  to  see  how  excellently  the  diildren 
profited  by  your  invaluable  discovery.  Go  on,  my  dear 
sir  !  Thèse  are  the  true  reforms,  toc  which  they  who 
understand  their  duty  towards  God  and  man  must  be 
strenuous.  When  I  think  of  you  and  of  Glarkson,*it 
giyes  me  a  feeling  of  pride,  beyond  any  other  circum* 
stance  of  my  life,  to  think  that  I  hâve  the  honour  of 
numbering  among  my  friends,  the  two  greatest  benefac- 
tors  of  the  human  race  who  hâve  appeared  since  Mar- 
tin Luther.    Yours  most  truly,  &c. 


Dr  Bell  to  the  Bùhop  ofEly. 

Sherborn  Hoase,  September  7, 1811. 

My  Lord, 

I  beg  leave  to  ofier  my  sincère  gratulations  on 
the  success  of  your  lordship's  measures  at  Wisbeach, 
and  on  your  purpose  of  foDowing  up  thèse  measures  in 
your  diocess. 

Your  lordship's  application,  however,  adds  to  the 
distress  I  hâve  long  felt  on  the  inability,  on  my  part. 
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of  finding  masters  for  the  schools  which  are  established 
in  various  quarters.  My  former  parishioners  yielded 
a  full  crop.  My  présent  brethren  are  not  equally 
tractable  and  available.  But  even  in  my  former  sta- 
tion, I  was  not  unaware  of  the  embarrassments  and 
obstacles,  which  must  arise  in  regard  to  the  diffusion 
of  religions  éducation,  in  the  principles  of  the  Church. 
This  point  I  laboured  more  eamestly  and  anxiously, 
but  with  less  success,  than  any  other.  I  hâve  acci- 
dentally  laid  my  hands  on  a  rough  draft  of  a  paper  on 
this  subject,  written  in  1808,  and  presented  to  some 
of  those,  whose  station  and  influence  were  most  likely 
to  give  weight  and  effect  to  the  proposition.  With  the 
exception  of  the  Barrington  School,  at  Bishop- Aucland, 
nothing  to  the  purpose  bas  been  done  ;  and  the  boys 
on  that  foundation  cannot  be  grown  into  men  fast 
enough  to  bear  any  proportion  to  the  continuai  de- 
mand  :  and  if  some  means  are  not  taken  of  establish- 
ing,  under  respectable  auspices  and  high  authority,  a 
Society  for  the  purpose  of  fumishing  and  instructing 
masters  for  the  multiplied  demands,  it  is  easy  to  see 
what  the  conséquence  must  be.  For  my  sentiments 
on  this  head,  I  refer  to  the  paper  mentioned  above,  of 
which  I  bave  taken  the  liberty  of  putting  an  extract 
into  your  lordship's  hands.  A  central  school  in  the 
metropolb,  where  the  Madras  System  of  éducation 
may  appear  in  ail  its  simplicity,  under  a  society,  who 
may  find  out,  and  instruct,  masters  in  that  school,  is 
what  is  most  requisite  in  the  présent  emergency. 

I  trust  I  need  not  add  how  great  my  satisfaction 
will  be,  if  I  can  any  how  be  assisting  to  your  endea- 
vours.  I  bave  long  been  under  the  necessity  of  recom- 
mending  an  advertisement  for  masters,  to  those  who 
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have  applied  to  me;  and  Sir  Thomas  Âckland  haa 
adopted  this  recommendation.  I  shall  not  fail^  how- 
ever,  to  make  every  enquiry  ;  and  if  I  can  discover 
any  person  that  I  think  would  suit  jour  purpose^  you 
may  dépend  upon  being  informed  of  him.  But  on  this 
I  can  scarce  place  any  reliance^  having  long  cxhausted 
ail  my  stores^  and  having  no  peculiar  means  but  those 
which  the  bishop  and  the  bishop's  school  affbrd 


Robert  Soutlieg^  Esq,^  to  Dr  Bell. 

Keswick,  October  6,  1811. 

My  dear  Sir, 

This  evening  I  hâve  sent  ofF  the  conclusion  of  a 
long,  and,  I  trust,  conclusive  article  to  the  Quarterly. 
Had  there  been  time,  it  should  hâve  passed  under  your 
eye  ;  but  it  has  occupied  me  much  longer  than  I  ex- 
pected,  because  I  hâve  been  very  solicitons  to  strike  as 
hard  a  blow  as  possible  :  it  is  so  hard,  that  you  wîll 
see  your  désire  upon  your  enemies. 

I  hâve  managed  better  about  the  passage,  which  has 
been  the  occasion  of  so  much  false  accusation,  than  the 
British  reviewer  did  ;  for  I  hâve  admitted  its  inconsis- 
tency,  shown  in  what  manncr  your  very  zeal  for  the 
fiirtherance  of  your  great  object  betrayed  you  into  it, 
and  then  made  a  thundering  charge  of  malice  and 
calumny,  against  those  who  argue,  from  this  single  pas- 
sage, in  direct  contradiction  to  the  whole  ténor  of  the 
book. 
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Your  book  is  gone  to  Cadîz.  The  govemment  are 
meditatîng  iipon  plans  for  national  éducation^  and  I 
hâve  sent  it  over,  as  the  best  and  surest  guide. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  sir,  with  sincère  respect. 


Dr  Bell  to  J.  Murray,  Esq. 

Keswick,  NoYember  6,  1811. 

Dear  Sir, 

You  must  retain  for  me  ail  the  thirty-eight  copies 
of  the  first  édition,  the  original  experiment  of  1797,  or 
as  many  as  you  hâve  left.  I  want  to  bind  them,  and 
send  them  to  public  and  private  libraries,  throughout 
the  kingdom.  If  indeed  for  any  particular  purpose,  a 
copy  should  be  wanted  by  a  friend  or  foe,  I  would  lend 
or  give  (not  sell)  it,  so  that  at  least  twenty-four  copies 
be  retained  for  my  disposai.  Nothing  but  thèse  origi- 
nal copies — ^no  stéréotype,  no  fac-similé,  will  serve  my 

purpose 

It  is  a  common  mistake  that  great  improvements  are 
made,  or  are  making.  The  improvement  (alone  worth 
mentioning)  was  in  the  discovery,  The  rest  is  buck- 
ram  and  prunella— explaining  its  application 
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Mrs  Williams  io  Dr  Bell 


Priory  Cottage,  Old  Windscnr, 
17th  Noyember  1811. 

Sir, 

Since  you  visited  Cheltenham,  and  were  so  good 
as  to  vrrite  to  me,  I  hâve  had  the  happiness  of  establish- 
ing  a  charity  school  upon  the  same  plan,  though  on  an 
infinitelj  more  confined  scale,  for  her  Royal  Highness 
the  Princess  Elizabeth,  at  Old  Windsor,  whîch  is  going 
on,  thank  God,  as  well,  and  promises  to  be  truly  useful, 
if  one  may  présume  to  form  an  opinion  on  so  récent  an 
establishment,  as  it  was  founded  by  her  royal  highness 
on  the  day  of  the  jubilee.  I  am  now  called  upon  to 
employ  a  legacy  of  £35  a-year,  with  a  house  of  two 
rooms  and  a  garden,  in  the  support  of  a  boys'  school, 
or  boys'  and  girls'  school,  in  the  same  parish  ;  but  as 
the  princess's  school  takes  in  a  suflBcîent  number  of 
girls,  and  the  habits  and  morals  of  the  bigger  boys 
are  so  excessively  bad  as  to  call  for  reformation,  I  hâve 
been  turning  it  in  my  mind  to  eipploy  the  legacy  in  a 
boys'  school — the  number  twenty.  The  Church  of 
England,  of  course,  will  be  the  basis  of  its  religions 
principles  ;  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  according 
to  the  Madras  System  ;  but  I  am  totally  inadéquate  to 
form  an  idea  of  what,  on  that  plan,  the  expenses  would 
be  for  the  instruction  of  twenty  boys,  independent  of 
the  master's  salary,  which  is  £20  a-year,  house,  and 
garden.  If  y  ou  would  hâve  the  goodness  to  give  me  a 
little  information,  you  would  do  me  a  very  great  favour. 
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As  I  am  particularly  anxious  to  hâve  your  mode  of 
instruction  introduced  into  this  neighbourhood^  I  should 
hope  that  perhaps  a  man^  or  a  man  and  his  wife^  cap- 
able of  the  situation^  might  be  known  to  you^  or  that 
you  might  hear  of  such  by  the  time  the  school  is  form- 
ed,  and  might  assist  by  recommending  them.  You 
will,  I  trust,  forgive  me,  if  I  trespass  so  much  on  your 
time,  as  to  give  you  a  gênerai  outline  of  the  plan. 

I  hâve  generally  observed,  that  in  villages,  where 
schools  are  open  from  nine  in  the  moming  till  six  in 
the  evening,  that  they  are  of  little  use^  as  none  hardly 
attend  but  infants  of  four  or  five  years  old  ;  while  the 
ploughboy,  and  other  boys  employed  in  field-work,  go 
on  in  utter  ignorance  ;  and  when  their  labour  is  done, 
those  hours  that  ought  to  bo  dedicated  to  improvement 
are  spent  in  swearing  and  profaneness,  on  the  village 
green,  in  this  place  particularly.  For  this  reason,  I 
should  wish  the  hours  of  attendance,  at  what  would  be 
called  the  free  school,  to  be,  in  the  summer^  from  six  in 
the  evening  till  eight,  or  half-past  eight  ;  in  the  winter, 
from  four  till  five  or  six.  Five  of  the  senior  boys  to 
hâve  a  small  portion  of  land  allotted  to  them  for  agri- 
cultural  pursuits;  a  premium  will  be  given  them  for 
the  best  and  earliest  crop  produced,  and  the  crop  given 
the  parents.  The  junior  boys,  who  hâve  been  two  years 
in  the  charity,  to  be  taught  shoemaking.  Something 
of  industry  is  required  by  the  letter  of  the  will.  A 
manufactory,  in  a  village,  seldom  answers.  Besides,  I 
confess  that  twenty  years'  close  observation  and  expé- 
rience^ among  the  poor  and  the  middUng  classes,  hâve 
copvincçd  me  of  w|iat  is  now  (hought  illiberality^  that 
it  is  not  necessary  for  the  comfort  and  happiness  of 
Society  at  large^  that  every  individual  should  hâve  the 
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same  sort  of  éducation  ;  that  wherever  a  true  genîiis  is 
found^  it  wîll  make  its  way  to  emînence,  seek  veiy 
Uttle  assistance^  and  that  villages^  country  towns^  manu- 
facturing  towns  or  cities,  will  require  différent  modes 
of  éducation^  and  employment  for  their  poor^  whîch 
ought  to  be  observed^  as^  without  it^  confusion  mvïJI  be 
the  resuit;  as  there  will  be  too  many  of  one  class^  and 
too  few  of  another,  to  fill  the  différent  occupations  in 
life.  Therefore,  the  four  first  rules  of  arithmetic  only 
will,  in  gênerai,  be  taught  at  the  Old  Windsor  School; 
and  différent  days  assigned  to  writing,  reading,  &c. 
There  is  a  Sunday  school  and  a  day  school  ;  but  those 
this  institution  is  not  to  interfère  with,  as  that  would 
create  opposition. 

You  will  excuse,  I  trust,  this  long  détail,  and  hâve 
the  goodness,  perhaps,  to  faveur  me  with  an  early 
answer,  as  my  stay  is  now  only  till  the  28th  or  29th. 
After  that  I  shall  be  at  Williamstrip  Park,  Fairford, 
Gloucestershire. 

AUow  me  again  to  apologise  for  this  intrusion,  and 
believe  me,  &c.  ' 


D.  P.  Watts  to  G.  W.  Marrioij  Esg. 

83,  Portland  Place,  November23, 1811. 


Dear  Sir, 


No  lodgings,  &c.,  yet  hired — ail  to  be  donc. 
On  my  asking  Dr  Bell  what  rent  he  would  be 
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inclined  to  pay,  his  answer  is— "  Don't  ask  me — give 
what  you  please." 

On  my  sayîng — ^*  Doctor,  I  would  hâve  you  fix  a 
maximum  and  minimum — say,  from  £100  to  £120,  or 
£120  to  £160,  or,  if  you  please,  £8  to  £100,"  his 
reply  is — ^^  I  leave  it  to  you.^* 

Hère  is  a  trait  of  character,  as  you  well  observed  in 
your  letter. 


General  Fhyd  to  Dr  BelU 

Cork,  24th  November  1811. 

My  dear  Dr  Bell, 

I  hâve  not,  for  this  many  a  day,  been  so  agreeably 
surprised,  as  with  seeing  your  well-known  handwriting 
from  Keswick,  8th  November,  and  the  contents  of  your 
letter  gave  me  great  satisfaction. 

I  knew  nothing  of  the  Mastership  of  Sherbum  hos- 
pital,  Mrhich  had  been  presented  to  you;  but  truly  rejoice 
that  it  was  so,  in  the  hope  of  its  being,  not  only  an  hon- 
ourable  testimony  of  merit,  but  that  it  is  also  both  agrée- 
able  and  convenient. 

Your  return  to  a  connexion  with  the  army  is  of  great 
conséquence  to  that  large  body,  and  very  satisfactory  to 
me  ;  for  I  hâve  the  same  zeal  for  the  military,  and  for 
miUtary  matters,  that  I  hâve  always  had,  notwithstand- 
ing  my  seniority  in  his  majesty's  service  is  about  to  lay 
me  on  the  shetf,  for  the  rest  of  my  life.  You  are  to 
understand  by  this,  that  the  next  promotion  of  lieu- 
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tenant-general  to  be  gênerai,  will  remove  me  from  the 
staff,  and  leaye  me  to  moulder  at  my  leisure.  I  do  not 
like  the  thoughts  of  losing  my  occupation,  in  which  I 
hâve  been  diligently  employed  upwards  of  fifty-one 
years. 

I  look  upon  it  you  will  find  it  necessary  to  assemble 
ail  the  schoolmaster  sergeants,  for  the  necessary  in- 
struction, in  the  mode  of  éducation  you  propose  to 
employ  ;  the  foundation  of  which,  I  take  for  granted^ 
will  be  the  same  simple,  excellent,  and  economical  plan 
you  established  at  Madras,  and  which  cannot  be  toc 
much  admired  and  foUowed  ;  and  which,  notwithstand- 
ing  your  jokes  about  my  own  plans  in  field  éducation, 
is  purely  and  originally  yours.  If,  with  the  rudiments 
of  learningy  you  could  lay  at  foundation  of  morals  in  the 
army,  you  would,  indeed,  to  use  the  French  phrase, 
"  Deserve  well  of  the  country." 

I  perceive  your  object  would  be  to  instruct  young 
soldiers,  and  older  soldiers'  children,  in  reading,  writing, 
arithmetic,  and  drawing  Unes  in  forms  of  retums.  Per- 
haps  a  small  collection  of  national  war-songs  might  be 
recited,  copied,  learned  by  heart,  and  give  a  httle  daish 
of  enthusiasm,  without  which  nobody  becomes  great  in 
his  Une.  Upon  recoUection,  I  find  that  sergeants  and 
corporals,  as  well  as  young  soldiers,  did,  in  the  19th 
drageons,  learn  enough  of  the  rudiments  to  make  out 
returns  very  faiiiy;  but  it  is  very  hardy  in  me  to 
attempt  to  teU  you  what  may  be  done.  My  old  friend 
and  patron,  the  late  General  Elliot,  never  would  aUow 
that  any  thing  was  impossible;  and  you  hâve  shown 
that  very  extraordinary  things  may  be  performed,  by  a 
judicious  plan  of  éducation. 

I  am  very  glad  to  hear  there  is  a  National  Society 
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fonned  for  the  Education  of  the  Poor,  under  the  patro- 
nage of  the  Prince  Régent,  and  headed  by  the  most 
respectable  prelates.  Would  it  were  possible  to  form 
a  plan  for  preventing  schisms  in  the  church  !  I  think 
the  members  of  the  Anglican  Church  are  falling  off 
fast,  and  that  the  body  of  the  people  is  breaking  into 
innumerable  sects.  I  never  shail  forget  the  answer  of 
one  of  our  primates  to  a  body  of  clergy,  who  brought 
him  an  address,  complaining  of  the  increase  of  sectarian 
and  itinérant  preachers,  asking  his  advice  what  they 
should  do.  ^'  Gentlemen,"  said  the  revered  man, 
'*  outpreach  them — outlive  them  !"  There  is,  in  fact, 
no  other  way.  The  moment  the  hand  of  power  inter- 
fères in  mattors  of  opinion  and  spéculation,  opposition 
and  {arj  succeed.     .... 


Dr  Bdl  to  Robert  Southey,  Esq. 

33,  Portland  Place,  24th  November  1811. 

My  dear  Friend, 

On  Sunday  last  I  dined  with  your  friends  at 
Streatham — ail  well — and  such  as  your  firiends  should 
be.  I  hâve  not  yet  been  able  to  see  Mr  Coleridge,  nor 
to  attend  his  lectures,  for  which  I  hâve  a  ticket  for  my« 
self  and  a  lady.  It  is  delightfiil  to  me  to  be  able  to  tell 
you  that  ail  goes  on  to  admiration.  I  found  the  mili* 
tary,  in  the  expressive  language  of  their  orator,  "  more 
impatient  for  me  than  I  was  for  them.'*     To-morrow 

VOL.  II.  2  s 
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we  have  a  grand  meeting  at  dinner,  at  the  adjutant- 
general's^  when  ail  will  be  arranged. 

The  civil  service  does  not,  from  the  very  nature  of 

the  thing,  proceed  with  equal  velocity;  and  some  of 

our  noblest  and  best  friends  are  exceedingly  impatient, 

and  even  distrustful.     But^  for  my  own  part^  having 

had  a  peep  behind  the  curtain^  and  having  been  clo- 

seted  with  his  grâce  the  archbishop  two  honrs,    on 

Tueaday,  I  really  do  not  conceive  there  has  been  any 

unnecessary  delay.     True,  you,  and  even  I,  could  have 

pointed  out  how  the  deUcacies  and  étiquette  of  the 

président  and  vice-présidents  might  have  been  main- 

tained  towards  the  suprême  powers;  and  the  committee, 

mostly  composed  of  oiu*  best  and  most  eamest  friends, 

have  been  put  înto  activity,  in  regard  to  the  primary 

and  immédiate  wants,  both  as  to  mastors  and  schools, 

&c.     But  though  this  be  the  way  that  humble  people 

(like  you  and  me)  go  to  work,  yet  great  men  and 

courtiers  must  be  intrenched  in  forms  and  cérémonies. 

The  Prince  Régent  must  again  be  applied  to  for  his 

subscription  ;  and  till  it  is  granted,  (£200  or  guineas,) 

they  cannot  go  to  the  Duke  of  York,  and  not,  till  his 

answer,  to  the  rest  of  the  royal  brothers.     Ail  this  is 

now  done,  and  a  favourable  answer,  as  far  as  answer 

has  yet  been  given,  is  received.     The  rest  is  waited 

for.     And  having  confined  the  vice-présidents  of  the 

nobility  to  so  few  in  number,  there  is  a  serious  delicacy 

and  diffîculty  about  the  last. 

It  is  thought  advisable  to  have  ail  thèse  délicate 
matters  arranged,  and  not  to  meet,  or  to  publish,  till 
the  royal  names  and  noble  (^presidendes)  be  fall, 
and  ail  may  appear  in  due  form,  and  in  their  proper 
places. 
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I  desired  Murray  to  obtain  for  me  Fox,  and  to  send 
ît  to  you.  He  made  a  mistake  ;  but  it  is  enough,  it  is 
gone,  and  I  hâve  rectified  his  mistake. 

I  read  just — ''  It  matters  not  whence  it  came,  and 
such  frivolities,"  &c.  What  !  matters  it  not  which  of 
the  minds  conceived  it,  and  which  falsified  and  adul- 
terated  it  ?  What  !  matters  it  not  to  know  the  train 
of  thoughts,  and  the  course  of  proceeding,  which  led  to 
it  ?  and  which  may  guide  to  future  discoveries  and 
improvements  ? 

The  two  universities  hâve  subscribed  £600  each. 
The  amount  (and  it  is  only  begun)  is  £8000,  and 
£800  per  annum. 

I  am  impatient  to  hear  of  you,  the  ladies,  the  twins, 
and  Herbert,  of  whom,  as  well  as  the  rest,  I  had  so 
much  to  say,  as  well  as  to  hear,  on  Sunday. 

The  Review  has  done  its  work.  Murray  say  s  he 
will  publish  6000  or  7000  copies  of  the  new  work. 
He  is  in  raptures  with  Gower's  Walk  School,  which 
he  and  his  friends  saw  for  the  first  time  lately;  and 
déclares  that  you  can  hâve  no  conception  how  com- 
plète and  perfect  it  is.  I  tell  him  your  powers  of 
conception  are  not  like  his  and  mine,  or  those  of  other 
people. 

Ever  most  affectionately  your  friend. 
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R.  SotUhet/j  Esq.y  to  Dr  Bell. 

Keswick,  November  29,  1811. 


My  dear  Sir, 


Idle  forms  and  endiess  procrastînations  seem  to 
be  the  curse  of  our  nation  in  ail  its  concerns,  from  the 
most  momentous  war  down  to  the  pettiest  lawsuit. 
However,  thèse  great  people  hâve  set  their  hands  and 
ideas  to  the  work,  and  that  is  of  great  importance. 
Under  their  countenance,  there  will  be  no  lack  of  those 
who  will  set  their  shoulders  to  it.  Murray  sent  me  a 
large  packet  soon  after  your  departm'e.  Among  other 
things,  it  contained  the  choicest  spécimen  of  Dragon 
spawn,  which  has  yet  come  in  my  way — ^'  The  British 
System."  Hère  I  found  the  knight  of  the  rod,  and 
some  choice  new  invented  punishments,  more  Lan- 
castrianOy  which  will  not  a  little  enrich  the  list  of  that 
worthy's  inventions.  Murray  has  not  sent  me  the 
Bishop  of  London's  letter,  nor  Mrs  Trimmer's  book^ 
which  I  much  wish  to  see,  having  a  véhément  sus- 
picion that  some  parts  of  it  havo  been  misrepresentedi 
•     •     •     • 

My  main  care  is  to  make  every  thing  as  clear  as 
possible  :  it  is  but  to  arrange  the  facts  in  their  right 
order,  and  place  them  in  their  true  point  of  view,  and 
the  conclusion  necessarily  foUows 

There  is  a  letter  of  Gilbert  Wakefield's  in  the  last 
Monthly  Magazine,  (published,  as  it  appëars,  for  the 
first  time,)  in  which  he  recommends  the  same  philo- 
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sophical  plan  for  a  dictionary  as  that  which  you  hâve 
conceived. 


S.  T.  Coleridffe,  Esq.y  to  Dr  BelL 


Mr  Pople*8,  67,  Chancery  Lane,  Holborn, 
SOthNoTember  1811. 


My  dear  Sir, 


The  room  I  lecture  in  is  very  comfortable,  and  of 
a  grave  académie  appearance;  the  company  highly 
respectable,  though  (unluckily)  rather  scanty  ;  but  the 
entrance,  which  is  under  a  short  passage  from  Fetter 
Lane,  some  thirty  doors  or  more  from  Fleet  Street,  is 
disagreeable  even  to  foot-comers,  and  far  more  so  to 
carriages,  from  the  narrowness  and  bendîngs  of  the 
lane.  This,  and  in  truth  the  very  name  of  Fetter 
Lane,  renowned  exclusively  for  pork  and  sausages, 
hâve  told  against  me  ;  and  I  pay  an  exorbitant  price 
în  proportion  to  the  receipts.  I  should  doubtless  feel 
myself  honoured  by  your  attendance  on  some  ono 
night  ;  but  such  is  your  distance,  and  such  is  the 
weather,  that  I  scarce  dare  wish  it,  much  less  ask  or 
expect  it. 

I  wrote  a  long  letter  to  you  concerning  the  sophis- 
tications of  your  System  at  présent  in  vogue,  the  inévi- 
table conséquences  on  the  whole  mass  of  moral  feelings, 
cven  of  the  dissenters  themselves,  and  the  courage,  as 
wcll  as  fortitudc,  rcquired  for  the  effort  to  do  one's 


^ 
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duty.  But  I  asked  myself  why  I  should  give  you  pain, 
and  destroyed  ît.  Yet  corne  what  will  come^  the  sub- 
ject  shall  be  treated  fuUy,  intrepîdly,  and  by  dose 
déduction  from  settled  first  principles,  in  the  first 
volume  of  tlie  recommencing  Friend,  whîch  I  hope  to 
bring  out  early  in  the  spring,  on  a  quarterly  or  four- 
monthly  plan,  in  partnershîp  with  a  publisher,  who  is 
personally  my  friend  ;  and  who  will  take  on  himself  ail 
the  business,  and  leave  me  exdusîvely  occupied  in  the 
composition.  Even  to  this  day  I  hâve  not  received 
nearly  one-half  of  the  subscriptions  for  the  former 
numbers,  and  am  expiating  the  error  by  ail  sorts  of 
perplexities  and  embarrassments.  A  man  who  has 
nothing  better  than  prudence  is  fit  for  no  world  to 
come  ;  and  he  who  does  not  possess  it  in  fuU  aetivîty, 
is  as  unfit  for  the  présent  world.  What  then  shall  we 
say  ?  Hâve  both  prudence  and  the  moral  sensé,  but 
subordinate  the  former  to  the  latter;  and  so  possess 
the  flexibility  and  address  of  the  serpent  to  glide 
through  the  brakes  and  jungles  of  this  life,  witli  the 
wings  of  the  dove  to  carry  us  upward  to  a  better? 

May  the  Almighty  bless  and  préserve  you,  my  dear 
sir!  With  most  unfeigned  love  and  honour,  I  remain^ — 
and  till  I  lose  ail  sensé  of  my  better  being,  of  the  veîled 
immortal  within  me,  ever  mùst  romain — ^your  obliged 
and  grateful  friend. 
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Dr  Bell  io  Robert  Southeyy  Esq. 

33,  Portland  Place,  14th  December  1811. 


My  dear  Friend, 


On  my  arrivai,  I  got  for  a  lady  and  myself  a  ticket 
to  our  friend's  lectures.  I  soon  went  to  Hammersmith 
to  see  him  ;  but  found  only  Mrs  Morgan*s  sister,  whom 
I  claimed  as  an  acquaintance.  I  next  attended  a  lec- 
ture, and  took  my  friend  Mrs  Marriot  with  me.  I 
then  engaged  him  to  breakfast  with  my  friend  hère 
next  moming.  He  is  in  good  health  and  good  spirits 
— his  lectures  well  attended,  and  himself  punctual  ;  so 
that  there  may  be  no  appréhension  on  the  mind  of  a 
certain  very  good  lady,  as  to  disappointing  his  audience. 
The  Morgans,  I  believe,  are  most  attentive,  kind,  and 
indulgent  ;  and  he  is  deeply  sensible  of  their  kindness, 
attention,  and  indulgence.  They  accompany  him  to 
town  and  to  his  lectures.  His  purpose  is  to  go  home 
when  the  lectures  are  finished. 

I  hâve  not  had  an  hour's  leisure  since  my  arrivai, 
even  to  get  into  lodgings  ;  but  I  certainly  shall  go  on 
Monday  to  No.  30,  York  Buildings,  which  is  to  be  my 
future  address.  What  a  scène  of  bustle  I  hâve  been  in, 
and  am  in  !  How  gladly  (were  not  duty  and  con- 
science concerned)  would  I  fly  from  it,  and  to  you,  and 
recommence  my  sweet  lectures  to  the  twins  ! 

This  day  I  hâve  finished  the  military  instructions. 
There  was  an  objection,  in  one  quarter,  to  the  military 
assimilation  carried  so  far,  and  great  altérations  are 
made,  founded  on  my  printed  instructions.     In  the 
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groatest  hurry,  I  ever  am,  my  dear  sir,  your  most  affoc- 
tionate  firiend. 


Dr  Bell  to  Robert  Southey,  Esq. 


30,  York-bmldings.  Baker  8Cr«cC 
26thDeeemberl811. 


Now,  my  good  and  dear  friend,  I  am  going  to  ask  a 
proof  of  your  friendship  and  confidence,  and  give  yoii 
the  best  I  can  give  you  of  mine.  Since  my  arrivai  hère,  I 
hâve  had  an  occasion  of  seeing  wonderfiil  changes.  The 
battle  which  Dr  Marsh  began,  and  you  ended,  (for  so 
ail  think,)  has  been  so  completely  successful,  that  eyery 
one  thinks  the  thing  so  completely  done  that  nothing 
remains  to  be  done,  except  only  myself,  who  thinks  that 
a  just  explanation  of  the  âystem  is  yet  due.  But  then 
I  do  most  readily  confess,  that  every  day  has  brought 
me  over  more  and  more  to  the  opmion  of  ail  our  friends, 
without  exception,  that  there  is  real  and  extrême  danger 
in  mixing  any  thing  more  than  the  attic  sait,  which  you 
know  so  well  how  to  administer,  with  our  righteous 
cause.  We  feel  we  hâve  lost  something  by  Dr  H. 
Marsh's  impolitic  attack  on  the  Bible  Society,  in  a  let- 
ter  to  the  senato  of  Cambridge.  The  substance  of  thia 
letter  had  been  written  in  his  sermon,  but  having  luckily 
mentioned  the  fact  to  G.  W.  Marriot,  he  was  able, 
though  he  had  never  seen  him  before,  to  influence  him 
to  cxpungc  it  ;  but  the  doctor,  delighting  in  controversy, 
must  havc  it  ont.     The  letter  was  immediately  answorcd 
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by  Mr  Vansittart,  though  no  one  has  been  hardy  enougli 
to  bring  his  name  in  compétition  with  the  hardy  doc- 
tor,  on  the  other  ground  :  yet  if  ever  our  Edinburgh 
friends  do  so,  they  will  begin  with  the  British  Bible^  and 
FAiBLY^  as  usually,  argue  and  infer  to  the  Dragon. 
Every  body  feels  that  he  has  done  for  himself^  that  his 
lectures  hâve  done  what  nothing  but  his  letters  could 
hâve  done^  and  nothing  could  hâve  so  effectually  con- 
summated  as  his  speech  at  Dublin^  (see  Times  of  yes- 
terday.}  But  to  ourselves,  to  whom  I  do  not  mean  to 
apply  the  case  of  our  friend^  the  noble  doctor  : — I  confess 
that  I  am  become  an  entire,  complète^  and  thorough 
convert  to  the  doctrines  of  ail  your  friends  and  ail  my 
friends  ;  and  I  hâve  even  gone  so  far  as  to  make  a  confi- 

dant  of  my  friend  M L on  this  subject^because 

he  was  not  likely  to  be  influenced  by  the  vortex.  The 
unvaryîng  opinion  of  one  and  ail  is,  that  we  stand  now 
on  ground,  which  requires  no  offensive  measures  ;  that 
we  may  add  works  of  defence,  but  we  hâve  no  occasion 
for  offensive  weapons.  My  own  opinion  is,  that  wc 
stand  so  very  high,  that  we  shall  hâve  a  difficulty  of 
maintaining  the  ground  we  hold.  The  universal  opin- 
ion is,  that  we  should  enjoy  our  victory  with  modéra- 
tion and  thankAilness,  and  not  lose  many  whom  we 
hâve  gained,  by  retaliating,  however  justly  and  truly, 
on  our  enemies,  The  time  was  when  it  might  havc 
been  of  the  utmost  benefit  so  to  hâve  drawn  the  public 
mind  to  our  rightcous  cause.  That  time  is  past,  and 
new  duties  are  imposed  on  us.  You  may  imagine  the 
battles  I  hâve  fought,  the  struggles  I  hâve  made,  the 
obstinacy  I  hâve  displayed,  before  I  could  be  brought  to 
think  and  write  so.  You  must  be  hère  to  feel  it  as  I 
do.     Mixing  any  great  degrcc  of  acrimony  and  severity 
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of  expression,  however  just  and  merited,  will,  I  do 
believe,  and  ail  believe,  do  us  harm,  and  cannot  now 
do  us  good.  The  allégations  are  so  false,  scandalous, 
and  base,  that  an  able,  perspicuous,  and  ornate  state- 
ment  of  facts  (such  as  yours  always  are)  will  gain  ail 
the  unprejudiced,  and  offend  and  huit  none  whona  we 
ought  to  care  about.  The  book  should  be  a  text-book 
of  the  System — its  defence  and  elucidation  in  the  least 
offensive  and  most  conciliatory  style.  Just  what  you 
Write  when  your  friends  hère  draw  ont  the  sting.  But 
they  are  ail  as  anxious  as  you  can  be,  to  hâve  the  fîill 
force  of  ail  your  arrows,  and  slings,  and  stings,  concen- 
trated — ^but  removed  from  the  Review,  or  any  thing 
connected  with  the  Review,  which  they  feel  ît  will 
injure — and  from  the  new  System,  now  so  triumphant 
and  victorious,  that  nothing  remains  to  be  done  but  to 
guard  against  provoking  the  enemy,  or  giving  him  any 
ground  on  which  to  renew  the  attack.  What  you  bave 
projected  is  much  wished  for.  There  ail  you  may  leave 
out  in  your  présent  work  will  come  in  with  advantage^ 
and  wÛl  not,  like  Dr  Marsh's  address  to  the  senate, 
hurt  your  former  essay,  but  support  and  confirm  it, 
without  any  of  that  danger  which  is  foreseen  in  the  other 
mode.  We  look  to  the  countenance  which  may  be  given 
to  it  at  ail  hands,  and  from  ail  quarters,  and  that  there 
may  be  as  little  as  possible  of  party  in  it.  You  see  in 
what  a  hurry  and  confusion  I  write.  I  hâve  for  some 
time  contemplated  thîs  letter,  but  at  length  my  mind  is 
so  entirely  made  up,  that  I  should  forego  a  sacred  duty 
of  friendship  if  I  delayed  it  ono  day  longer.  I  know 
not  that  I  shall  in  the  least  convince  you,  or  shake  your 
resolution,  which  I  shall  respect,  whatever  it  be,  as  I 
know  the  princîples  and  motives  which  weigh  with  you. 
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in  aJl  you  do  ;  and  I  think  that  you  will  impute  ail  I 
hâve  written,  or  rather  attempted  to  write,  (having 
left  you  to  find  out  what  I  meant  to  express — ^from 
what  I  hâve  no  time  to  express,)  to  the  real  motives 
whîch  weigh  with  me  ;  and  that  you  will  excuse  your 
friend,  though  you  should  not  agrée  with  hira. 

1  hear  that  Bel  and  the  Dragon  is,  in  the  print-shops, 
intended  to  be  compUmentary,  and  that  I  hâve  a  large 
wig,  and  that  there  are  no  spectacles  or  resemblance. 
I  hâve  no  time  to  look  out  for  it,  and  nobody  has 
brought  it  to  me. 

Your  book  of  the  church  and  of  the  constitution  are 
most  désirable,  and  would  be  now  in  time  for  our  mili- 
tary,  as  well  as  civil  schools.  I  wish  I  dare  put  them 
down  among  our  books.  They  wiU  get  you  universal 
famé.  Do  not,  I  pray  you,  delay  thèse  books.  Their 
sale  will  surpass  ail  example.  Leave  out  as  much  as 
you  can  of  stings  and  personalities  to  our  enemies  in 
our  statement  ofdefence.  Reserve  them  ail  and  many 
more  for  another  place,  where  they  will  do  infinité 
good. 

The  last  proofs  of  the  gênerai  orders  and  the  instruc- 
tions are  gone  to  press,  and  will  please  you  much,  and 
give  universal  satisfaction. 
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Robert  SoiUkey,  Esq.^  to  Dr  Bell. 

Keswick,  December  27,  18 IL 


My  dear  Sir, 


To  put  in  ail  the  matter  of  which  I  was  în  pos- 
session was  impossible^  without  making  fABy»  |3ij3aiov^ 
and  in  that  case,  you  know  what  would  hâve  been  the 
conséquence.  But  unless  I  deceive  myself  the  détec- 
tion is  complète  in  ail  its  parts  ;  and  the  gross  false- 
hoods  and  misrepresentations,  which  I  hâve  exposed, 
are  sufficient,  not  merely  to  justify,  but  to  require  the 
bitter  sarcasms,  which  they  bave  occasionally  provoked. 
Nevertheless  you  know  I  am  not  obstinate  ;  and  wher- 
ever  you  think  it  advisable  to  soften  any  thing,  it  is  but 
to  say  so,  and  I  am  ready  to  do  what  may  be  thought 
most  convenient. 

Upon  the  sight  of  Fox's  Martyrs  I  felt  myself,  in 
some  degree,  pledged  to  the  work,  conceming  which  I 
talked  with  you  and  the  Bishop  of  Meath.  Murray  is 
now  in  possession  of  the  plan,  and  if  he  encourages  m^ 
I  shall  think  of  setting  seriously  to  work,  and  of  accom- 
panying  it  with  another  work,  upon  a  corresponding 
plan,  designed  in  like  manner  to  show  the  progressive 
melioration  of  our  civil  institutions.  The  one  would  be 
the  book  of  the  church,  the  other  the  book  of  the  con- 
stitution. Wero  they  executed  according  to  my  second 
sight  of  them,  and  put  into  the  hands  of  the  rising 
génération,  the  one  would  serve  as  a  vaccination  against 
Papal  and  Puritanical,  the  other  against  political  dis- 
content. 
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A  Society  lias  been  formed  at  Bristol,  in  conséquence, 
as  it  appears,  of  my  article  upon  the  Evangelical  sects, 
for  the  purpose  of  circulating  extracts  from  the  homi- 
Hes  and  the  writings  of  the  Reformers,  and  tracts  of 
church  history.  I  am  afraid  that  the  homilies  and  the 
writings  of  the  Reformers  had  better  be  left  for  the 
learned.  The  feeUngs  of  the  people  must  be  addressed, 
as  well  as  their  understandings.  A  society  is  not,  in 
fact,  required  for  this  purpose.  They  should  begin  wîth 
the  rising  génération.  Little  is  to  be  done  with  those 
whose  habits  are  already  formed  ;  yet  one  is  glad  to 
see  that  th^  dry  bones  are  shakon. 

So  the  Dragon  is  in  Ireland,  and  the  devil  of  vanity 
could  never  hâve  tempted  him  to  commit  a  more  egre- 
gious  absurdity  than  what  the  Times  of  this  evening 
records.  The  king  a  friend  to  Gatholic  émancipation, 
and  this  a  secret  which  was  known  to  nobody  but 
Joseph  Lancaster  !     •     •     .     . 

I  give  you  joy  most  heartily  of  your  metropolitan 
proceedings.  The  seed  which  has  so  long  been  sown 
is  now  springing  up,  and  God  grant  you  long  life,  that 
you  may  rejoice  in  the  increase  ! 


Robert  Southey^  Esq.j  to  Dr  Bell. 

Keswick,  December  80, 1811. 

My  dear  Sir, 

A  letter  of  mine,  which  crossed  yours  upon  the 
road,  will  hâve  shown  you  that,  however  disposed  I 
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might  be  to  inflict  upon  our  enemies  as  severc  a  chas- 
tîsement  as  they  deserve,  I  was,  neyertheless,  ready  to 
conform  to  the  advice^  or  even  inclination  of  others. 
Do  not  give  me  any  crédit  for  this.  The  fact  îs,  that 
though,  wheneyer  I  write,  it  is  witli  ail  my  heart, 
and  with  ail  my  strength,  I  write  too  much  and 
too  variously  to  hâve  any  overweaning  affection  for 
what  is  written,  especially  in  a  case  like  this,  where  the 
object  is,  that  the  essay  should  do  its  work,  not  that  I 
should  gratify  myself  by  any  display  of  superiority. 
The  question  itself  gave  me  that.  You  are  right  in 
your  views  and  feelings  ;  and  I  will  pick  ont  ail  which 
might  counteract  those  views,  as  carefully  as  Jack  did 

the  embroidery  from  his  father's  coat 

They  may  hâve  new  falsehoods  to  advance,  but  can 
hâve  no  new  arguments,  and  their  irritation  wîU  only 
act  as  an  emoUient  upon  me,  and  teach  me,  by  example, 
the  great  importance  of  appearing  perfectly  cooL  As 
for  the  question  itself,  it  is  settled.  The  Dragon  is  now 
in  the  same  state  as  the  old  serpent  at  Wantley — when 
Moore  of  Moore-HaU  had  given  him  the  last  fktal  kick. 
His  after-dinner  speech  at  Dublin  has  completely  ex^ 
posed  him.  This  was  in  vino  veritas — any  thing  rather 
than  Veritas. 


R.  Southeyy  Esq.y  to  Dr  Bell. 

Keswick,  January  31,  1812. 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  hâve  received  aU  your  memoranda  and  correc- 
tions, and  duly  attended  to  them  ;  following  them,  I 
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belîeve,  without  any  exception.  Tlie  passage  which 
you  now  point  out,  where  the  Dragon  confesses  that 
the  sand  bas  ail  the  advantages  of  the  slate^  is  intro- 
duced  somewhere  ;  and,  unless  I  am  mistaken,  in  one 
of  the  sheets  already  printed.  However,  sure  I  am 
that  it  is  pointed  ont  and  placed  in  its  proper  light. 
The  last  address  of  the  boys  delighted  me  greatly. 
It  came  to  hand  after  the  sheet  in  which  it  might  bave 
been  introducod,  had  been  corrected  ;  and  I  am  not 
sure  that  it  will  not  bave  more  effect  by  being  placed 
in  an  appendix — as  having  arrived  while  the  work  was 
in  the  press — ^because  it  will  there  call  the  reader's 
attention  a  second  time  to  a  point  on  which  it  is  very 
désirable  to  impress  him  as  much  as  possible. 

My  name  had  better  not  appear.  I  know  experi- 
mentally,  as  well  as  by  observation,  that  anonymous 
writings  bave  tenfold  the  effect  which  they  would  bave 
if  they  were  avowed  publicly  by  the  writer,  except  in 
cases  where  the  writer  bas  a  name,  which,  from  party 
circumstances,  will  give  currency  to  any  thing 

I  am  very  anxious  to  hâve  the  book  published  before 
the  tide  of  public  interest  slacks,  which  it  must  very 
soon  do.  The  writer  in  the  PhUanthropist  bas  writ- 
ten  exactly  as  I  could  wish  mine  enemy  to  write.  He 
shall  bave  a  note  in  the  appendix,  in  which  I  shall 
answer  him  very  mildly  ;  remind  him  that  bis  quarrel 
lies  more  with  Hooker  and  with  Warburton  than  with 
me  ;  and  exhort  him  to  confute  the  ecclesiastical  polity 
and  the  alliance  :  w^en  he  bas  donc  that,  I  am  at  bis 
service  for  the  contest. 
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Dr  Bell  ta  Robert  SotUkey,  Esq. 

LondoB,  Mareh  10, 1812. 

My  dear  Friend, 

I  Write  to  acknowledge  your  favour — (as  to  the 
dedication^  ît  may  be  as  well  that  it  be  on  a  level  with 
ail  else  written  by  the  author  :  the  first  draft  has  lain 
by  some  days) — and  under  great  anxiety,  which  I 
am  in  haste  to  express,  in  regard  to  your  décisive  opin- 
ion as  to  church-going.  In  what  I  say,  I  hâve  no 
other  view  but  to  render  your  book  usefîil,  and  not 
obnoxious  to  any  party  or  set  of  opinions.  Whichever 
side  you  take  in  a  question  so  questianahle,  you  will 
give  great  offence  to  the  other  side,  and  croate  a  jea- 
lousy  of  ail  else  you  write.  I  am  free  to  confess,  that 
I  think  we  sbould  draw  the  children  to  church  by 
cords  of  love,  and  not  drag  them  by  chains  of  iron« 
But  in  this  opinion  I  differ  from  many  of  the  wisest 
and  best  men.  Now,  ail  the  rest  of  your  composition 
appears  to  me  so  libéral  and  popular,  that  I  should  be 
grieved  to  see  any  décisive  opinion  which  may  be  con- 
troverted  and  made  use  of  to  cry  down  the  book.  How 
was  I  grieved  to  read  Dr  Marsh's  pamphlet  agaînst 
the  Bible  Society  !  I  immediately  saw  how  it  would  be 
made  a  handle  oi^  and  that  it  would  be  mixed  up  with 
another  question,  towards  which  it  had  no  alliance,  but 
stood  in  opposition. 

I  Write  to  give  you  those  opinions  which  you  may 
not  hear  at  other  hands  ;  but  would  no  fîirther  désire 
to  influence  your  choice,  than  I  think  it  connected 
with  the  circulation,  useftilness,  and  gênerai  popularîty 
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of  the  book  among  ail  descriptions  of  good  Churchmen. 
You  see  I  do  not,  as  witli  Dr  Marsh^  controvert  your 
opinion.  Far  from  it  ;  only  I  would  hâve  no  appear- 
ance  of  what  will  be  called  low  (or  even  high)  Church 
from  your  pen,  which  might  in  any  degree  detract  from 
its  great  utiKty. 

You  have^  in  ail  else^  settled  ail  that  can  be  disputed, 
so  as  no  dispute  can  remain  ;  but  on  this  point,  what- 
ever  side  or  opinion  (if  décisive)  you  take,  it  will,  I 
fear,  draw  upon  you  and  your  work  the  discountenance 
of  many  of  our  best  friends.  My  respects  and  love  to 
old  and  young*     Ever. 


R.  Southey,  Esq.^  to  Dr  BelL 

Keswick,  March  13,  1812. 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  cannot  think  that  the  manner  in  which  I  hâve 
expressed  myself  upon  church-going,  can  give  offence 
to  any  person.  A  letter  from  my  friend,  Charles  W. 
Wynn,  happened  to  arrive  the  same  day  with  the 
proof.  He  spoke  of  this  test,  as  if  he  supposed  that  I 
favoured  it.  It  had  never  entered  into  my  thoughts, 
that  such  a  test  was  to  be  insisted  on,  except  at  schools, 
where  the  children  are  lodged,  and  where,  of  course, 
as  they  cannot  attend  worship  with  their  parents,  they 
must  go  with  their  schoolmaster.  And  I  was  anxious 
not  to  be  misunderstood,  and  to  show  that  while  I 
stood  up  as  resolutely  as  Herbert  Marsh  himself  could 
do,  for  the  rights  and  duties  of  the  Church,  I  dosîred 
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nothing  more  than  it  was  lier  indispensable  duty  to 

exacte  and  her  undoubted  right  to  require.     I  hâve 

carefîilly  (as  I  thought)  guarded  against  giving  offenoe^ 

by  making  the  distinction  between  day-schools  and 

boarding-schools.     High  or  low  Church  are  no  more 

to  me  than  Whig  or  Tory,   or  the  Shanavists  and 

Garavats  of  the  wild  Irish  ;  and  if  there  be  any  per- 

sons  who  can  be  offended  at  such  an  opinion  so  ex- 

pressed,  and  in  such  a  place^  why  I  am  sorry  for  them. 

The  passage  occurs  just  where  I  hâve  been  repeating 

the  arguments  of  others  to  show  that  the  parents  cannât 

give  religious  instruction,  and  adding  others  of  my  own 

to  show  that  it  is  not  the  business  of  the  clergyman  ; 

but  (for  the  children  of  the  lower  classes}  that  it  must 

be  the  business  of  the  schoolmaster. 

The  cry  which  will  be  raised  against  the  book  is 
that  of  intolérance  and  illiberality,  and  this  you  will 
see.     But  I  hâve,  ail  my  life  long,  been  careless  what 
accusations  might  be  brought  against  me  for  speaking 
as  I  thought  rîght.     It  will  be  too  late  to  remedy  the 
error,  if  error  it  be,  which  I  trust  it  is  not.     The  sub- 
séquent sheets  wiU  hâve  been  struck  off  ;  and  if  the 
leaf  were  to  be  cancelled,  it  would  be  necessary  to 
supply  precisely  the  same  quantity  of  matter  as  that 
which  should  be  expunged.     How  dif&cult  this  is,  it 
must  be  needless  to  remark.     Besides,  I  should  rather 
incur  the  disapprobation  of  such  persons  as  are  capable 
of  disapproving  the  expression  of  such  an  opinion,  than 
be  suspected  of  agreeing  with  them.    My  own  opinions 
lean  so  strongly  towards  what  it  is  the  fashion  to  call 
intolérance,  that  it  especially  behoves  me  to  take  care^ 
that  there  be  no  shadow  of  a  reasonable  charge  on  that 
head. 
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I  congratulate  you  most  tnily  upon  the  opening  of 
the  Preparatory  School.  You  hâve  now  the  reward  of 
your  long  labours  in  sight.  God  grant  that  the  go«- 
vernment  may  do  their  duty,  and  establish  the  System 
upon  a  secure  and  permanent  foundation  !  for  I  cannot 
conceal  from  myself,  that  what  we  see  doing  on  the 
part  of  the  heads  of  the  Church,  has  been  forced  upon 
them^  and  that  they  are  doing  that  from  fear  of  the 
enemy,  which  they  would  never  hâve  done  for  love  of 
the  System.  An  establishment  of  parochial  schools 
would  be  the  best  outwork  of  the  Church  ;  and,  God 
knows,  it  needs  ail  the  defence  that  can  be  given  it  ! 
Never  was  there  such  a  monstrous  coaUtion  as  is  now 
formed  against  it.  Calvinists  and  Arminians,  Soci- 
nians.  Quakers,  Papists,  and  Unbelievers,  ail  acting  in 
concert  for  her  overthrow.  I  can  do  her  good  service 
against  ail  her  enemies,  ezcept  the  most  dangerous  of 
ail — ^her  intemperate  friends. 

Young  and  old  join  in  the  kindest  remembrance. 
God  bless  you,  my  dear  sir  !  Yours  very  truly,  and 
with  unfeigned  respect. 


R.  Sauthey,  E^.j  to  Dr  Bdl. 

KeBwick,  March  23, 1812. 


My  dear  Sir, 


You  mîsunderstood  me  in  supposing  that  what 
was  said  in  my  last,  was  designed  as  a  universal  and 
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unqualified  censure.  Collective  bodies  must  be  spoken 
of  collectively.  Tbeîr  gênerai  chaxacter  must  be  taken 
from  the  conduct  of  the  majority,  be  the  vîrtues  of  în- 
dividuals  what  they  maj  ;  and  tbus  I  meant  onlj  to 
say  that  the  heads  of  the  Church  hâve  done  their  duty 
at  last,  not  because  they  hâve  been  persuaded  to  it  by 
you,  but  because  they  hâve  been  frightened  and  shamed 
into  it  by  the  Dragon.  Your  bishop  and  a  few  others 
hâve  been  zealous  and  sincère  well-doers  ;  and  their 
good  deeds  hâve  sprung  from  that  principle  which  gives 
them  their  value.  As  for  certain  other  persons^  we 
must  be  thankful  for  what  they  do,  and  bless  God  for 
the  harvest,  however  unworthy  the  hands  may  be, 
which  hâve  sown  some  of  the  seed. 


John  Mackenzie,  Esq.^  to  Dr  Bell. 

Durham,  Apiil  1,  1812. 

Dear  Doctor, 

From  varions  causes,  I  bave  been  prevented  from 
answerîng  your  kind  letter  sooner.  It  gave  me  very 
great  satisfaction  to  learn  that  the  school  System  goes 
on  so  prosperously,  and  I  considered  it  as  a  great  mark 
of  your  regard,  that  amidst  the  multiphcity  of  objects 
at  présent  demanding  your  attention,  you  shoidd  hâve 
thought  of  poor  Ralph  Hutchinson,  in  whom  you  knew 
that  I  was  interested.  The  encouragement  you  hold 
out  is  certainly  very  great,  and,  with  a  diflTerent  person 
and  in  diflTerent  circumstances,  would  be  very  désirable. 
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In  Ralph's  case,  however,  I  am  afraid  it  would  not  prove 
so  ;  for,  from  an  awkwardness  of  manner,  and  strong 
Durham  dialect  and  accent,  I  fear  that  he  would  not 
thrive  on  transplantation,  while  an  old  mother,  whoUy 
dépendent  on  him,  would  considerably  add  to  the  diffi- 
culties  of  the  case.  He  lias  been  for  some  time  attending 
the  newschool,under  instruction  from  Messrs  Veitchand 
Hope  ;  so  that  I  am  persuaded  that,  were  a  situation 
opening  in  this  diocess,  he  would  now  be  fit  to  do  the 
duties  of  it,  and  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  pro- 
curing  ail  necessary  attestation  to  his  character  and 
abilities.  I  know  not  how  it  is  in  the  South,  but  in 
the  North  there  seems  a  schism  appearing,  Ukely  to 
retard,  if  not  entirely  to  prevent,  success.  The  dis- 
pensing  with  the  children's  attending  church,  which  it 
is  believed  the  managers  hâve  dispensed  with,  îs  gene- 
rally,  considered  as  destructive  of  one  great  object  of 
the  institution,  viz.,  breeding  them  members  of  the 
Chiu-ch,  or  even  securing  them  in  steady  moral  and 
religions  habits  ;  for  there  is  no  reason  to  expect  gene- 
rally,  that  parents  of  the  poor  children  intended  to  be 
educated  at  the  national  schoois,  will  carry  their  chil- 
dren to  any  place  of  pubUc  worship,  wlien,  in  fact,  the 
literary  knowledge  communicated  will  only  make  the 
unprincipled  a  more  wicked  person  and  dangerous  sub- 
ject.  Should  the  compelling  of  the  children  to  attend 
church  diminish  the  number  sent  to  school,  still  we  are 
gainers  by  having  this  diminished  number  bred  in  sound 
principles,  while  the  whole  are  in  danger,  by  giving 
church  attendance  up,  of  being  unprincipled.  I  hâve 
myself  no  fear,  after  your  System  bas  fairly  got  into  gê- 
nerai action,  and  the  merits  of  it  seen,  that  the  attendance 
at  church  would  be  a  bar  to  children  of  even  Dissenters 
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joining  school.  I  am  almost  disposed  to  envy  you  tlie 
pleasurable  sensations  which  tho  continued  gratitude  of 
your  Indîan  pupils  must  give  you. 

The  month  of  March  has  been  a  severe  winter  with 
us.  You  know  I  keep  close  to  my  fireside  ;  so  the 
Winter,  în   his   rudest   eflforts,  affects   me  but   little. 


D.  P.  Walis^  Esq.y  to  Dr  BelL 

83,  Pordand  Place,  Jane  25, 1812. 

Dear  Sir, 

There  are  two  material  observations  which  I  wîsh 
to  make  ;  and,  having  made  them,  to  submit  them  to 
your  better  judgment. 

One  is,  to  attend  to  your  health,  which  indicates  a 
want  of  rest,  of  retirement,  and  of  recruited  strength. 
The  very  air  of  town — ^the  unremitted  labours,  both 
mental  and  personal — the  zealous  appUcation  which 
redoubles  those  labours — ^the  momentous  nature  of  the 
great  work — ail  tend  to  wear  the  coroporeal  machine, 
without  whose  co-operation  the  énergies  of  mind  prey 
on  their  auxihary  instrument,  "  so  fearfuUy  and  won- 
derfolly  are  we  made." 

You  know  how  to  prescribe  for  yourself.  If  you  are 
incUned  to  go  with  me  into  the  country  to-morrow,  and 
stay  four  days  in  Surrey,  I  will  undertake  that  you 
shall  hâve  ail  that  is  set  down  in  tho  foUowing  inven- 
tory  : — 
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Pure  air  ;  simple  diet  ;  quiet  cliamber  ;  liberty  ;  early 
hours  ;  solitude  and  society  ad  libitum  ;  riding  ;  walk- 
ing  ;  good  nursing;  ease  ;  and^  though  ^'  last  not  least^" 
a  commodious  seat  in  the  country  church  on  Sunday. 
•     •     •     • 

The  next  observation  also  is  of  high  and  interesting 
moment,  not  to  you  only  bb  Dr  BeU,  but  to  our  country, 
and  the  rising  race  of  our  succeeding  fellow-subjects. 
Th©  National  Society  does  not,  indeed,languish — I  trust 
it  never  will — ^but  does  it  sufficiently  live  in  the  daîly 
and  hourly  notice  of  the  public  at  large,  except  to  its 
immédiate  and  merîtorious  executive.  Who  has  read 
or  heard  of  it  for  some  days  past  ?  The  common  en- 
quiry  of  the  conversable  circles  begins  to  be,  *'  What 
are  the  National  Society  doing  ?  Hâve  you  read  any 
thing  recently  of  their  proceedings,  of  their  numbers, 
of  their  collections  ?  " 

There  is  an  economy  in  the  expense  of  printing, 
which  is  a  species  of  prodigality,  because  it  loses  more 
than  it  gains. 

Amidst  the  multiplicity  of  institutions  and  objects 
crowding  on  the  public  attention,  and,  with  its  natural 
conséquence,  a  degree  of  dissipation  or  division  of  that 
attention,  there  is  danger  of  the  retiring,  unobtruding 
cause,  resting  on  its  own  merits,  however  real  andgreat 
thèse  merits,  faring  the  fate  of  that  trite  adage,  "  Out 
of  sight,  out  of  mind.** 

Can  you,  dear  sir,  by  your  persuasion,  propose  that  a 
reiterated  report  in  the  daily  papers  should  be  fre- 
qv£ntly  revived,  and  that  sermons  and  collections  for 
the  fonds  of  the  National  Society  should  be  recom- 
mended,  in  ail  the  churches  and  chapels  of  the  Esta- 
blishment throughout  England  and  Wales,  shall  I  say. 
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annually  ?  Not  so  much  for  the  pecuniary  aids,  whlch, 
however,  are  essential  means  for  the  effectuating  the 
great  national  object — ^for  it  has  visibly  been  the  ap- 
pointaient of  Providence  to  decree  human  means  as 
instrumentalities — ^but  more  especially  for  the  impor- 
tant national  good,  which  wonld  resiilt  from  the  exhor- 
tations from  the  pulpit  in  behalf  of  éducation,  and  of 
the  poor  objects  of  it  ;  a  subject  which  is  become  hap- 
pily  a  popular  favourite  in  thèse  times,  and  should  be 
impressed  by  occasional  stamps,  in  order  to  perpetuate 
it.  It  were  to  be  wished  that  the  great  design  of  the 
National  Society  was  to  be  nrged  from  the  respective 
preachers  of  the  National  Establishment,  as  an  inva- 
riable anniial  appeal,  perhaps  appropriately,  on  the 
Sunday  next  foUowing  the  date  of  its  origin. 

I  am  aware  that  I  should  apologise  for  suggestions, 
which  must  be  comparatively  old  to  your  own  earlier 
conceptions — ^your  active  mind  being  ever  awake  to  ail 
that  interests  the  religious  and  useftil  instruction  of  the 
people.     I  am,  &c. 


William  Dams^  Esq.f  to  Dr  BelL 

LeytODstone,  2dd  August  1812. 


My  dear  Friend, 


I  hâve  now  before  me  a  most  interestîng  statis- 
tical  report  of  the  middling  and  lower  classes  of  chil- 
dren,  in  the  parish  of  Whitechapel,  made  by  désire  of 


CORRESPONDENCE.  665 

Mr  Hodgson  and  myself,  upon  which  something  impor- 
tant must  be  founded. 

It  appears  there  are,  in  the  poorer  streets  and  dis- 
tricts of  the  parish,  6403  children,  of  which  3923  arc 
under  seven  years  of  âge,  and  2480  above. 

There  are  several  Uttle  schools,  called  Dame's  Schools, 
which  are  attended  by  about  400  children.  The  White- 
chapel  and  Gower's  Walk  receive  400,  and  there  are 
two  or  three  Sunday  schools,  (dissenters,)  making 
about  190;  so  that,  it  is  évident,  there  are  full  1500 
children  above  seven  years  old,  who  probably  receive 
no  éducation  ;  and  if,  as  I  beUeve,  most  of  those  attend- 
ing  the  Dame's  Schools  are  from  five  to  seven,  the 
number  will  be  considerably  larger. 

The  accommodation  of  places  of  worship  for  the 
parents  of  thèse  poor  children,  as  well  as  for  the  parish 
at  large,  is  lamentable.  The  parish  contains  28,000 
inhabitants  ;  the  church  holds  about  2500  :  of  that 
number  not  more  than  200  or  300  poor  persons  could 
possibly  be  seated.  There  arc  six  meeting-houses,  con- 
taining  (calculated  by  actual  attendance)  together 
about  2000  persons. 

The  books  with  thèse  statements  were  only  given 
me  yesterday,  and  they  fiU  my  mind  with  the  urgent 
necessity  of  forming  some  establishment  immcdiatcly. 
If  a  school-room  can  be  made  or  hired  to  hold  1000 
children — if  a  clergyman  is  appointed  the  master — if 
the  bishop  will  license  the  school,  why  cannot  their 
parents  attend  with  them  to  hear  divine  service  on  Sun- 
day s  ?  Thereby  a  part  of  the  difficulty  will  be  ovcr- 
come,  and  an  example  be  set  for  similar  institutions  in 
this  and  other  parishes,  where  a  poor  and  uninstnictcd 
population  prevails 


j 
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Mr  Andrew  Hunier  to  George  Dempster^  Esq. 

Letham,  4th  September  1812. 

Respected  Sir, 

Peggy  îs  against  the  chaplainship.  A  man^  whcn 
married,  is  no  longer  his  own  master.  I  comply  with 
the  fashion  of  tlie  world,  and  décline  it,  prefemng  the 
Chiirch  of  Scotland  to  that  of  Ëngland.  Your  firiend 
Dr  Bell  has  a  very  coarse  hand  of  write,  to  hâve  gaincd 
so  much  famé  as  schoolmaster  ;  but  his  epistoîary  style 
is  beautiful  and  easy,  and  thereby  very  much  resombles 
your  own. 

I  am,  respected  sir,  your  much  obliged  and  most 
obcdient,  humble  servant. 


D.  P.  Watts,  Esq.,  to  Dr  Bell. 

33,  Portland  Place,  September  5,  1812. 

Dear  Sir, 

Having  read  an  extraordinary  letter  in  the  Mam- 
ing  Post  of  yestcrday,  which  cannot  but  give  you  somc 
uneasinesS;  should  you  see  it^  which^  ifrom  some  quarter 
or  other,  will  find  its  way  to  you,  I  take  the  few  minutes 
of  a  very  busy  day  to  oflfer  this  frank  opinion  to  you — 
namely,  that  it  may,  in  the  end,  be  more  for  your  men- 
tal peace  and  persoiial  hcalth,  not  to  enter  the  lists  of 
htcrary  controvcrsy. 
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But  this,  as  well  as  any  opinion  of  minc^  I  only  offer 
as  tributary  to  your  own  final  judgment,  to  which  I 
submit  it  in  the  event. 

Tlie  style  of  the  letter  so  published,  and  so  strangely 
expressed,  will  perhaps,  in  the  resuit,  be  its  own  refii- 
tation,  in  such  respects  as  affect  yourself.  The  prin- 
cipal edge  of  its  severity  is  not  against  an  individual, 
but  against  many  individuals — against  a  great  body 
who  are  able  to  défend  their  order'and  the  establish- 
ment— not  that  the  goodly  order  of  the  estabhshment 
has  been  faultless,  or  that  a  vénérable  Society^  known 
and  respected  by  us  both,  and  which  may,  in  one  sensé, 
be  said  to  represent  the  estabUshment  and  the  order, 
has  been  without  fault,  as  you  and  myself  hâve  seen  ; 
but  when  I  look  into  myself,  and  survey  my  own 
numerous  errors,  I  can  excuse  the  errors  of  others. 
Had,  however,  that  vénérable  society,  some  twenty 
years  ago^  suspended,  if  but  for  an  interval,  their 
Jbreign  correspondencies,  and  hâve  bent  the  fuU  force 
of  their  zeal,  attention,  and  abilities  to  their  own  pro- 
fessed  "  first  and  principal  method;"  or  had  they  che- 
rished  the  humble  waming  once  obtruded  on  them; 
or  had  they  instantly  and  ardently  adopted  you  and 
your  System,  on  your  arrivai  in  this  kingdom,  much  of 
the  inconvenience  now  felt,  and  of  the  alarm  now  dread- 
cd,  might  hâve  been  averted  and  prevented. 

This,  my  dear  sir,  is  a  serions  considération  :  it  is,  as 
it  were,  losing,  by  procrastination,  what  might  havo 
been  saved  by  promptitude  ;  and  at  the  last  hour,  when 
the  péril  is  at  the  very  threshold,  to  begin  to  act  on  the 
défensive.  I  think  much,  and  could  say  much,  on  the 
momentous  subject  which  engages,  or  rather  engrosses, 
so  much  of  the  présent  conversation  of  the  public  at 
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large — ^viz.,  "  éducation  of  the  poor/*  Only  refer  to 
the  earKer  reports  of  the  Sunday  school  society,  and  see 
in  what  condition  their  missionaries  report  multitudes 
of  the  poor  children,  in  varions  districts  of  thù  island  ; 
and  this  at  an  era,  when  there  existed  a  respectable 
Society,  whose  primary  rule  enjoined  '^  the  encour- 
aging  and  promoting  the  érection  of  charity  schools  in 
ail  parts  of  the  kingdom."  I  am  aware  of  the  defence, 
which  may  be  urged  on  the  terms  '*  encourage  and  pro- 
mote  ;  *'  and  I  am  prepared  and  disposed  to  acknow- 
ledge,  witli  due  déférence,  the  degree  to  which  the 
society  carried  into  effect,  this  their  *^  first  and  principal 
object."  I  use  the  word  degree,  because  it  is  not 
necessary  to  argue  it  in  words,  when  an  appeal  can  bo 
tnade  to  facts.  Look  at  the  Sunday  school  lists,  at  the 
sectarian  seminaries,  and  at  the  itinerary  of  the  most 
active  teachers  of  this  âge,  who  among  other  strong 
observations,  bas  asserted  in  the  face  of  the  public 
repeatedly  at  open  lectures,  that  he  found  the  poor 
children  of  one  of  the  université/  towns,  less  docile,  less 
cultivated,  less  apt  than  at  one  of  the  sea-ports,  where 
he  should,  from  the  local  habits  of  the  lower  classes, 
hâve  expected  to  bave  found  them  thejurthest  removed 
from  docility  and  aptitude. 

My  dear  sir,  the  whole  argument  lies  in  two  words, 
and  they  are  indifférence  and  lethargy.  I  write  only 
for  your  own  eye.  What  bave  I  heard  of  one  of  your 
favourite  schools,  where  the  public  might  expect  from 
its  site,  as  well  as  its  once  promising  aspect,  that  it 
would  be  the  very  exemplar  and  model  of  others  ? — that 
it  bas  no  patronage,  no  encouragement,  that  it  is  relas- 
ing.  The  indifférence  and  lethargy  alluded  to  are  not 
single  in  their  effects,  they  act  in  a   twofold  ratio: 
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They  do  not  solely  paralyse  existing  institutions,  but 
they  invite  assailants.  May  it  be  allowed  to  compare 
great  with  small  ?  Let  a  trader  indolently  leave  his 
trade  to  its  own  course.  He  bas  a  name,  a  capital, 
established  connexions,  be  slceps  at  bis  post  and  sup- 
poses ail  is  well  ;  but  be  will  find  bis  interest  gradually 
wane,  and  rivais  set  up  in  opposition  to  bim.  Tbe 
one  growa  out  of  tbe  otber.  Wbo  can  read  tbe  expos- 
tulation ''  to  tbe  Cburcb  of  Sardis,"  and  Laodicea,  and 
not  be  moumfiilly  impressed  witb  a  train  of  reflections  ? 

I  do  not  indulge  my  pen  in  tbe  patb  of  censure  for 
any  pleasure  in  it  :  on  tbe  contrary,  it  is  painful  at 
every  step. 

Among  tbe  many  adversaries  of  tbe  interests  of  tbe 
cburcb,  it  is  to  be  feared  some  leading  agriculturalists 
are  found,  wbo  conçoive  tbey  are  actuated  by  prudential 
motives.  Perbaps,  witb  tbe  common  préjudices  of 
mankind,  tbey  resent  tbe  controversies  on  tithes,  wbicb 
sadly  eut  asunder  tbe  ties  of  pastor  and  parisbioners, 
tbougb  in  a  légal  sensé  tbe  question  bears  one  aspect, 
in  a  moral,  and  mucb  more  in  a  religions  sensé,  an- 
otber  ;  but  tbis  is  a  sore  place 

I  repeat  my  counsel  respectfully,  submîtting  it  to  your 
superior  verdict,  tbat  it  will  be  more  conducive  to  your 
healtb  and  bappiness  to  be  passive  in  controversy,  and 
active  (as  you  ever  will  be)  in  tbe  culture  of  tbe  young 
minds,  and  to  leave  to  your  friends  and  advocates  your 
pure  cause. 

'^  Magna  est  veritas  et  pnevalebit."  .... 
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George  Dempsier,  Esq.j  to  Dr  BelL 

Donnieheo,  Forfar,  April  14, 1813. 

My  dear  Doctor, 

I  was  diily  favoured  with  your  letter  some  time 
ago.     Carey  prefers  teaching  â  school  in  Arbroath. 

As  to  your  plea^  it  is  desperate^  and  doomed  never  to 
end  while  a  shilling  of  the  subject  of  it  remains  uncon- 
sumed.  You  may  try  ail  the  agents  in  Edinburgh^  and 
be  only  the  further  from  your  purpose.  Since  a  suit 
of  my  own  and  yours  hâve  engaged  my  attention^  and 
prompted  my  enquiries,  I  hâve  discovered  a  circum- 
stance  which  I  now  communicato  to  you,  and  not  in 
confidence.  The  whole  fratemity  of  agents,  those  in 
the  baiUe's  town  courts,  the  sheriff's  county  courts, 
the  admiralty  and  commissary  courts,  the  two  courts 
of  session,  the  court  of  exchequer  in  Scotland,  the 
court  of  appeal  from  them  ail  in  Ëngland,  where  in- 
décision personified  présides — ail,  ail  are  now  incor- 
porated  in  one  great  fraternity.  They  hâve  a  common 
seal  ;  and  thcir  motto  is  procrastination.  They  copy 
the  rules  of  the  foxhunters.  A  cause  is  their  game.  The 
chase  is  their  sport.  Covers  are  formed  to  protect  the 
animal,  and  prolong  the  sport.  Worrying  at  starting 
is  pénal.  They  give  the  game  law  in  both  sensés  of 
the  Word.  They  glory  in" the  length  of  the  chase,  but 
seldom  insert  its  duration  in  the  newspapers.  Hère 
the  metaphor  ends.  They  regularly  inform  their  client, 
they  hope  next  session  the  cause  will  make  an  impor- 
tant step.  They  submit  patiently  to  hâve  the  blâme 
thrown  on  their  shoulders,  and  retaliate  by  throwing  it 
off  their  own  backs  on  the  adverse  agents'  shoulders  ; 
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and,  O  God  hâve  mercy  on  the  poor  client  !  He  re- 
mînds  me  of  a  pool  în  summer.  Evaporation  îinper- 
ceptibly  dries  him  up.  Let  the  constant  copies  for  your 
scholars  be — law  is  a  hottomless  pit. 

Beware  ofit. 

I  offer  you  no  more  of  my  advice.  Accept  my  pity, 
and  bestow  on  me  your  compassion.  Let  clients  into 
our  litany  ;  besides,  ail  people  travelling  by  land  or 
water,  for  women  labouring  with  child,  ail  sick  persons, 
hâve  a  chance  for  delivery  and  recovery.  Let  us  clients 
hâve  a  we  beseech  tfiee  to  hear  us  by  ourselves.  I  hâve 
now  written  myself  blind.  If  you  can  read  my  letter 
it  is  more  than  its  writer  can  do.  I  hope  you  may 
read  that  I  remain,  affectionately  yours. 


Dr  Bell  to  Lord  Kenyon. 

Ryde,  Isle  of  Wight,  July  12,  1813. 

My  Lord, 

It  were  almost  as  difficult  a  task  for  me  to  express 
my  sensé  of  ail  your  lordship  has  done  for  the  good  of 
those  around  you,  for  the  good  cause,  and  for  the  good 
of  your  country,  and  eventually  of  the  human  race,  as 
it  would  be  for  your  lordship  to  be  ungratefiil  to  a  man 
for  whom  you  hâve  done  so  ably,  and  so  successfiilly, 
so  much  of  what  is  dearest  to  his  heart,  and  to  his  feel- 
ings. 

For  ail  your  letters,  and  more  especîally  if  one  can 
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Select  where  ail  are  so  exceedingly  delightftil^  for  your 
prize  letter,  I  am  fiUed  with  gratitude  and  admiration  ; 
and  for  yonr  gracions  condescension  in  communicating 
to  me  what  is  so  delightfully  encouraging  to  me  in  my 
pursuits,  I  am  at  once  oppressed  and  humbled,  and  ex- 
alted  and  proud  ;  oppressed  and  humbled  toward  you, 
exalted  and  proud  to  myself. 

Yesterday  I  preached  hère  ;  and  could  not  help  allud- 
ing  to  our  gallant  commanders^  by  land  and  sea,  ^on  tbe 
continent  of  Europe  and  the  American  seas.}  In  my 
humble  opinion,  your  lordship  is  doing  more  for  your 
country,  than  ever  was  done  by  any  battle  fought  and 
won,  The  dreadful  evils  of  military  domination  correct 
themselves.  The  evils  of  our  manufactures,  of  increased 
luxury,  but  especially  of  profligacy  among  the  lower 
orders,  know  no  other  cure  than  that  which  your  lord- 
ship bas  stood  foremost  in  applying. 

My  second  report  to  my  master,  F.  Iremonger,  will 
bave  reached  you  before  this  letter.  You  did  not  start 
so  early  as  he  did.  You  bave  not  the  same  professional 
calls  as  we  bave  ;  but  you  yield  to  none  of  us  in  grâce, 
in  good  Works,  and  in  knowledge  ;  and  in  influence  and 
power,  you  can,  and  do,  leave  ail  of  us  behind. 

When  our  nobles  shall  in  gênerai  copy  the  example 
which  you  bave  set,  (and  which  will  bo  handed  down 
to  remote  posterity,  with  my  cock-boat  accompanying 
the  man  of  war,)  what  a  country  will  this  be  ! — what 
a  start  shall  we  bave  of  the  rest  of  the  world  ! — ^wbere 
shall  genuine  religion  and  industry  so  pi^evail  ? 

I  am  most  proud  to  hear  that  Lady  Hanmer,  with 
ail  hcr  abiUty,  power,  and  influence,  is  not  behind  her 
S071  and  d<iughter  in  zeal  and  enthusiasm.     What  a 
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country  shall  I  revîsit,  Ist  September,  if  possible!  Ail 
the  children  taught  of  God  and  of  his  Christ  !  What  a 
blessing  to  Wales  ! 

Mr  Johnson  came  înto  church  from  Portsmouth, 
after  I  had  begun  my  sermon.  I  am  setting  ont  for 
Newport,  ^here  I  expect  to  give  up  in  despair  of  the 
présent,  if  I  do  not  rouse  some  one  or  other.  Hère  I 
am  most  successfiil.  I  attend  Lady  Spencer  at  school 
on  my  return.  It  is  unhappily  Portsmouth  fair,  and 
therefore  I  do  not  go  thither  to  spend  some  days  ;  but 
am  to  yisit  the  schools  from  hence,  and  to  set  out  west- 
ward,  after  my  charity  sermons  there  and  at  Portsea> 
next  Sunday. 


Dr  Bell  to  Lord  Kenyan. 

Ezmouth,  2d  August  1813. 

My  Lord, 

Every  day  increases  the  prodigious  sum  of  the 
obligations  of  the  Madras  discovery  and  its  author,  to 
theîr  noble  patron  and  friend.  Nothing  can  rejoice 
me  more  than  your  lordsliip's  condescension  in  visiting 
the  schools.  1  know  no  other  person  whom  I  can  so 
entirely  rely  on,  for  his  complète  knowledge,  for  his 
zeal  and  enthusiasm,  and  for  the  cause  of  his  earnest- 
ness — a  just  and  comprehensive  view  of  the  subject 
and  its  conséquences  ;  and  still  more  for  the  influence 
which  ail  thèse,  as  well  as  rank  and  character,  give 
him.    Nor  must  I  forget  that  honesty,  which  is  so  rare 

VOL.  II.  2  u 
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a  quality,  as  well  as  that  boldness  and  independence  of 
inind  and  spirit.  It  is  extremely  grateftil,  as  well  as 
flattering  to  me^  that  your  lordship  should  condescend 
to  this  good  work.  I  would,  I  do  assure  you,  much 
rather  that  your  lordshîp  yisited  a  school  than  I  did,  as 
to  the  good  I  expcct  to  resuit  firom  such  visits.  My 
lord  knows,  I  trust,  that  I  never  flatter  on  this  subject, 
nor  will  he  suspect  me  in  any  other-  I  do  not  prétend 
to  say  that  somethîng,  whîch  my  expérience  and  intimate 
acquaintance  with  this  onli/  subject  hâve  taught  me, 
may  not  hâve  escaped  you  ;  but  I  do  not  know  that 
you  hâve  overlooked  any  thing.  When  I  am  visiting, 
a  wild  and  inordinate  enthusiasm,  yiolent  préjudice, 
&c.,  may  be  imputed  to  me,  and  may  detract  from  ail  I 
do  and  say.  Not  so  with  you.  I  promise  to  obey  you, 
not  only  in  letter  and  in  spirit,  in  regard  to  the  ladies, 
who  so  graciously  permit  me  to  attend  on  them.  I  add 
no  reasons  to  those  so  weU  put  by  your  lordship, 
though  I  could  add  several  and  many.  AU  I  say  is, 
it  shall  be  done,  when  it  can  be  donc;  and  that  it 
shall  be  the  pride  of  my  heart  to  obey  thèse  your  com- 

mands 

But  I  am  tumed  a  perfect  idler,  having  rode  out 
one  moming  to  look  at  Dawlish  and  Teignmouth, 
and  going  this  day  with  my  General  to  look  and  dine 
at  Sidmouth.  What  shall  I  come  to  if  I  go  on  so? 
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Dr  Bell  to  Lord  Kenyon. 

Leeds,  17tb  September  1813. 


My  good  Lord, 


Tell  George  Marriot,  teach  George  Marriot,  wlien 
he  laughs  at  the  want  of  memory  where  the  mind  and 
the  heart  hâve  no  concern,  that,  when  they  are  înter- 
ested^  feeling,  or,  if  lie  will,  sentiment,  supplies  the 
place  of  memory.     It  was  no  marvellous  matter  for  a 

man  to  see  Mrs ^  and  see  her  perform  no  one  act 

(though,  no  doubt,  equal  to  hâve  performed  many) 
which  could  distinguish  her  from  the  herd  of  women, 
and  forget  that  he  had  seen  her  ;  but  to  hâve  seen  the 
Misses  Parke,  and  see  them  every  day  and  hour  en- 
gaged  in  offices  which  marked  character,  and  distin- 
guished  them  as  the  chosen  of  the  earth^  and  to  hâve 
forgotten  them,  would  hâve  augured  want  of  sensé — 
not  of  memory  only — ^I  mean  to  forget  them,  not  their 
names,  which  were  forgotten.  Does  he  see  the  différ- 
ence, and  learn  to  discriminate  between  memory  and 
mind,  or  heart?  Well,  then,  take  it  another  way. 
Does  any  one  of  common  sensé  ever  forget  my  nièce, 
or  her  husband,  who  has  once  seen  them  ?  Memory 
is  one  thing,  heart  another,  sensé  a  third.  Happy  the 
man  who,  like  his  friend  and  him,  possesses  ail  three 
inestimable  gifts.  K  we  cannot  ail  hâve  ail,  let  those 
be  thankful  who  hâve  a  heart  to  feel  the  worth  of  their 
friends,  and  sensé  to  estimate  it  ;  for  such  will  not  for- 
get them,  whatever  else  they  may  forget.     Why,  then, 
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is  ray  nièce  iny  nièce?     Foolish  man^  did  he  uever 
know  this  before  ?     .     .     .     . 


Dr  Bell  to  Lord  Kenyan, 

My  Lord, 

I  had  no  sooner  dispatched  my  last  scrawl  than  I 
recollected  the  ambiguity  of  my  mode  of  expressing 
myself,  in  regard  to  the  Emperor  of  Russia  and  Paris  ; 
but  I  cannot  regreijb  my  error,  since  it  produced  a  letter 
replète  with  such  sentiments  and  observations,  as  no 
one,  to  whom  it  could  hâve  been  addressed,  could  feel 
more,  if  so  much,  as  myself.  Assenting,  as  I  most 
heartily  do,  to  one  and  ail  of  them,  it  behoves  me  to 
explain  my  erroneoiis  expressions,  and  to  bring  forth  a 
sensé  reconcilable  to  thèse  déclarations.  What  I  did 
intend  to  bave  said  M^as,  that  if  thèse  emperors  went  on 
at  the  rate  they  bave  heretofore  done,  and  nothing 
seems  to  hinder  them,  that  mîlitary  prowess  would  dis- 
play  such  a  brilliant  lustre  as  would  dazzle  our  weak 
eyes  for  a  while,  and  throw  our  doings  into  the  shade  ; 
and  that  nobody  (except  your  lordship)  would  be  able 
to  keep  pace  with  my  élévation  of  the  latter  abovo  the 
former.  Not  looking  beyond  the  immédiate  conséquences 
of  the  one  and  the  other,  no  comparison  will  be  ad- 
mitted;  and  my  advertisement  will  bave  to  bide  its 
diminished  head.  My  opinion,  my  sentiments,  and 
even  my  language,  will  not  indeed  vary  or  differ  ;  but 
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the  impressions  I  may  make,  and  the  sympathy  of  those 
whom  I  addross^  may  be  greatly  weakened.  This,  if 
ît  b©  now  intelligible,  is  what  I  would  bave  said — ^that 
the  impérial  standard  would  raise  its  head  so  high  as  to 
overshadow  our  infant  plant.  *    .     .     •     . 

The  Bishop  of  London  is,  at  the  very  least,  as  gra- 
cions as  was  Dr  Howley,  and  is  earnest  to  take  up, 
when  the  arrears  and  press  of  business  will  admit,  the 
West  Indian  plan  of  hkjbrmer  predecessor,  suspecting, 
as  he  does,  that  of  late  the  design  must  hâve  not  ad- 
vanced  much 

Given  at  Kennîngton,  this  second  day  of  Decemben 
1813,  two  ladies  talking  ail  the  while. 


Dr  Bell  to  Lord  Kenyon. 


lOth  January  1814. 
(This  moment  from  Wandsworth.) 


Accept,  my  lord,  my  best  thanks  for  your  faveur 
from  Manchester.  I  trust  that  you  left  the  Peel  young 
ladies  well  by  your  silence.  What  bas  happened  in 
Manchester  often  happons,  whoever  models  a  school. 
But  Grever,  who  excels  so  much,  and  who  bas  laid  the 
Society  under  great  obUgations,  and  who  improves  upon 
himself  daily,  acts  by  personal  authority  and  individual 
exertion,  more  than  by  gênerai  principles.  The  ono 
falls  off  with  the  occasion,  much  more  readily  than  the 
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other.  He  does  by  slow  steps  and  unnecessary  cir- 
cumlocutions^  what  might  be  taught  almost  at  once^ 
and  by  a  single  example  in  arithmetîc,  and  by  a  prin- 
ciple  which  bas  no  limits^  which  is  a  perpétuai  guide^ 
and  which  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  forget  ;  and  so 
with  other  steps.  Still  he  is  the  most  valuable  man 
we  had,  or  perhaps  bave.  Now,  however,  I  am  re- 
joiced  to  teU  your  lordship  we  bave  gotten  a  superior 
and  seemingly  excellent  set  of  (young)  men.  And  I 
trust  we  shall  come  on  far  better  than  ever. 


Dr  Bell  to  Lord  Kenyan. 

London,  26th  January  1814. 

My  good  and  dear  Lord, 

Our  examination  is  over.  The  Duke  of  York 
attended.  It  bas  done  Mr  Johnson's  scbool  much 
good. 

I  grieve  about  Manchester.  I  want  to  consult 
deeply  with  your  lordship. 

The  giving  up  of  the  beginnings  and  endings,  (super- 
seded  by  continued  lessons,)  bas  done  ail  I  expected 
and  predicted.  It  is  to  be  carried  further.  To-morrow 
the  altérations  of  tasks  recommended  in  the  instructions^ 
and  little  practised,  is  to  be  begun.  With  those  schools 
and  masters  who  come  on  badly,  it  would  ensure  a  good 
deal  being  done,  if  the  letters  and  monosyllables  were 
taught  as  the  digits  and  ciphering.     Something  must 
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be  done  with,  and  for,  our  bad  schools.  While  the  self 
tuition — the  imitation — the  émulation — the  perfect  in- 
struction— the  short,  easy,  perfect,  (and  continued) 
lessons  are  duly  seen  to,  there  is  the  Madras  System. 
If  any  step  (not  included  in  thèse)  be  found  difficult, 
simplify  it.     You  gain,  and  do  not  lose. 

Grever  is  a  champion  ;  but  I  should  like  to  follow 
him  with  the  principle. 

I  thank  your  lordship  for  the  enclosed  letters,  which 
find  me  from  correspondents  who  otherwise  could  not 
tell  where  I  was  to  be  found,  east,  west,  north,  or 
south 


Dr  Bell  to  Robert  Southey^  Esq. 

London,  1814. 

My  dear  Friend, 

I  am  this  moment  harassed  by  my  occupations, 
as  well  as  distractions,  more  than  ever.  I  enclose  a 
spécimen  of  my  most  satisfactory  employments,  next  to 
the  central  school,  which  now  exhibîts  a  beautiful  spé- 
cimen of  the  nev7  System,  almost,  if  not  altogether,  such 
as  I  would  hâve  it.  I  want  only  such  an  institution 
as  the  Foundling  Hospital  at  Dublin,  where  the  chil- 
dren  are  our  own,  within  our  walls,  and  able  to  give 
constant  attendance,  &c.  :  uninterrupted  and  undis- 
turbed  by  ail  that  is  foreign  to  ourselves.     But  of  those 
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who  vîsit  Baldwin's  gardens,  few  will  believe  tliat  more 
can  be  done  than  is  aJready  exhibitod  tbere. 

At  the  last  levee^  the  first  that  bas  taken  place  since 
my  book  was  ready,  the  archbishop  presented  it  and 
me;  and  having  now  presented  it  myself  to  the  Duke 
of  York,  it  is  ready  to  be  circulated  by  me  ;  for,  as  to 
any  other  circulation,  I  count  not  upon  it.  My  hetero- 
geneous  composition  does  not  suit  the  public  taste; 
and  in  the  fashionable  world  instruction  is  not  sought 
for,  but  amusement.  I  send  the  earliest  copies  to  you 
and  Miss  Wordsworth. 

Whether  I  go  to  Ireland,  to  the  Continent,  or 
whithersoever  I  go,  I  shall  grievQ  if  my  annual  visit  to 
my  twins,  my  god-daughter,  my  young,  as  well  as  my 
old  friends  at  Keswick  be  interrupted. 

I  fear  that  even  your  Origin,  in  spite  of  ail  that  is 
done  individually  by  giving  it,  bas  not  the  circulation 
it  would  bave  if  it  were  known  ;  but  how  to  make  ît 
generally  known,  as  it  ought  to  be,  is  the  question.  The 
last  copy  I  gave,  was  to  the  grand  duchess,  who  lias 
been  with  us  at  Baldwin's  gardons.  I  bave  been  com- 
manded  to  wait  on  her,  and  bave  had  long  interviews. 
She  is  the  most  inquisitive  and  intelligent  person  I  bave 
seen.  AU  her  enquiries  are  directed  to  objects  of  real 
utility  and  interest 
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Dr  Bell  to  tfie  Rev.  William  Johnson. 

Ryde,  28th  Julj  1814. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  much  indebted  to  you  for  the  gratification 
which  I  hâve  derived  from  your  very  able  letter,  in  par- 
ticular  for  your  distinct  and  apposite  observations  in 
regard  to  Sowerby,  which  I  shaJl  not  fail  to  treasure 
up.  Ail  you  tell  me  (except  the  scarlet  fever  and  the 
fire)  in  regard  to  the  school,  is  pleasing.  Your  visita- 
tiens  appear  to  me  well  arranged,  and  fitted  to  do  as 
much  good  as  such  visitations  can  do  ;  and  though  I  am 
well  pleased  that  you  are  to  be  so  usefiilly  and  profitably 
employed,  yet  I  consider  as  a  drop  in  the  bucket  what 
you  can  thus  do,  in  comparison  with  the  most  interest- 
ing,  eventful,  and  Christian  duty  which  you  hâve  in 
hand  at  the  Central  School.  Your  services  elsewhere, 
be  they  as  great  as  they  may,  I  would  count  as  nothmg, 
yea  infinitely  less  than  nothing,  if  they  at  ail  interfered 
with  your  primaiy,  essentiaJ,  and  indispensable  duties, 
I  am  happy,  on  your  account,  that,  on  this  point,  you 
are  now  agreed  with  me  ;  for  you  may  dépend  upon  it, 
that  let  ail  the  world  tell  you  otherwise,  ail  the  world 
will  tell  you  wrong,  and  that  the  only  way  whereby  any 
man  (almost)  can  render  himself  respectable,  as  well 
as  useful,  is  by  a  faithful  discharge  of  his  first  and  pro- 
fessional  duties;  and  that  no  other  occupation  can 
atone,  in  any  degree,  for  the  neglect  of  thèse,  as  long 
as  a  man  is  charged  with  them 
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Dr  Bell  to  the  Rev.  W.  Johnson  and  Mrs  Rogerê. 

Ryde,  Augost  8,  1614. 

My  dear  Sir  and  Madam, 

This  letter  wîll  be  handed  to  you  by  the  lady 
(Mrs  Rothman)  who^  ten  years  ago^  was  a  parishioner 
of  mine  at  Swanage^  and  of  whose  family  I  hâve  had 
the  honour  to  be  one,  during  my  long  stay  at  Ryde. 
Add  to  this^  that  she  taiks  of  taking  up  her  résidence 
in  Swîtzerland  for  a  short  time^  and  is  most  désirons 
that  my  young  friends^  whom  I  leave  to  recommend 
themselves^  should  leave  traces  behind  them  of  their 
short  stay  on  the  Continent^  by  laying  the  foundation 
of  the  new  System  of  éducation  in  the  place  of  their 
abode.  With  this  view  they  are  anxious  to  attend  the 
central  school^  and  acquire  an  expérimental  knowledge 
of  the  mode  of  teaching  practised  there^  in  ail  its 
branches.  I  should  do  you  injustice  if  I  were  to  add 
a  Word  more  to  interest  you^  as  I  am  interested  in  my 
young  friends^  and  to  recommend  them  to  your  pecu- 
liar  attention  and  assistance  in  the  very  important 
work,  in  which  they  propose  to  honour  us  with  their 
co-operation — a  co-operation  from  which  I  expect  the 
most  înteresting  and  bénéficiai  results. 
I  am^  dear  sir  and  madam, 

Your  most  fetithful  friend. 
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Dr  Bell  to  Lord  Kenyon. 


Commercial  Buildings»  Dublin, 
26th  August,  1814. 

My  dear  Lord, 

The  Bishop  of  Derry  arrived  thîs  day,  and  was 
immediately  with  me  for  two  hours.  You  will  hâve 
seen  by  his  letter  to  me,  that  he  is  not  a  little  in  ear- 
nest.  He  is  every  thing  I  could  wish.  In  a  few  days 
we  shall  hâve  digested  something  :  and  I  need  not  say 
that  your  lordship  shall  be  the  first  to  hear,  as  you 
always  do,  of  what  is  passing  or  passes.  You  delight 
me  by  your  account  of,  and  attention  to,  the  Liverpool 
Blue-coat  School.  If  I  had  not  thought  your  lordship 
understood  me  better  than  you  seem  to  do,  I  should 
not  hâve  curtly  written — ^as  I  remember,  or  think  I  re- 
member,  though  I  remember  nothing  else  that  I  did — 
"  it  is  out  of  the  question.'*  Must  I  then  interpret  to 
your  lordship,  as  I  would  to  any  other  man  ?  Must  I 
say  that  it  is  out  of  the  question  for  a  man,  whose  mind 
is  so  distracted  as  mine,  to  prétend  to  think  of  the 
wants  of  others,  and  who  hâve,  and  who  hâve  not, 
knowledge  of  the  books,  &c.  &c.  &c.  But  that  I 
could  not  hâve  thought  that  such  a  school  wa3  without 
what  they  wanted,  and  would  be  of  use  to  them,  I  would 
not  hâve  slept  till  I  had  taken  measures,  &c.  ;  but  to 
enter  upon  such  correspondence,  run  the  hazards,  and 
take  the  conséquences,  were  to  abandon  my  A  B  C  for 
something  else,  however  connected  with  it.  ''  Cœtera 
carenf 
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Now  of  Bamford  (prematurely)  for  your  lordship. 
He  is  at  work  at  the  Hibernian  School,  with  fuU  autho- 
rity.  Thîs  is  not  prématuré  ;  nor  ttat  Sowerby  ar- 
rived  two  days  ago,  and  is  at  the  Hibernian  and 
the  Hospital  for  his  own  improvement.  He  goes  with, 
or  without,  Bamford  to  Wilson's  Hospital,  if  nothing 
require  his  assistance  hère,  in  a  few  days.  Bamford 
goes  also  thither,  if  he  can,  and  when  he  can.  I  go 
when  I  can,  and  if  I  can,  (probably  middle  of  next 
week,  when  the  Bishop  of  Derry  leaves  DubUn,)  to 
Ardbraccan  House,  the  Bishop  of  Meath's,  near  Navan, 
Westmeath.  Thence  with  the  bîshop  to  WQson's,  &c., 
and  thence,  and  thence,  and  thence,  I  know  not  whi- 
ther.  AU  is  covered  with  uncertainty,  and  ail  I  know 
is,  that  I  shall  act  for  the  hesty  according  to  the  best 
of  my  judgment,  as  circumstances  require,  and  things 
turn  out.  Of  my  own  future  course,  if  it  interest  my 
lord  and  my  lady,  I  shall  not  miss  them,  if  I  can  help 
it,  in  returning,  as  I  did  in  coming.  If  I  could  hâve 
divined  beforehand,  and  without  going  to  enquire,  when 
I  had  not  a  moment  for  going  or  enquiring,  where  Hoy- 
lake  was,  I  should  at  least  hâve  seen  the  lady,  and  the 
children  in  my  way  hither. 

Next  (as  to  the  spread  of  the  System)  Liverpool,  and 
the  Blue-coat  School,  Liverpool,  if  I  can  hâve  my  own 
way  there.  Think  only,  my  lord,  that  I  recoUect,  and 
your  lordship  never  mentions  my  Taylor,  the  Taylor, 
the  élève  of  the  Blue-coat  Hospital,  the  triennial  trea- 
surer,  who  was  willing  to  pay  the  expense  of  sending 
a  master  to  town,  or  getting  one  from  town,  We 
want  no  lady  (so  little  does  your  lordship  know  me) 
at  the  Blue-coat  Hospital.     Ail    a  lady  could  carry 


CORRESPONDENCE.  685 

there  îs  there  already — the  spîrit  of  a  lady.  Your  lord- 
sliip  must  know  that  we  can  dépend  upon  tbe  ladies 
doîng  as  they  are  bidden^  and  feeling  as  well  as  under- 
standing  what  is  right.  They  were  not  at  GTammar- 
Schools  and  at  Universitîes  (I  will  not  write  to  explain 
this,  if  your  lordshîp  will  not  understand  and  approve) 
to  contract  préjudices.  We  want  not  a  lady  at  the 
Blue-coat^  nor  at  Dr  Carey's  ;  but  where  else  do  we 
not?  (need  I  except,  always  except  your  lordship's 
schools  ?)  Really,  my  lord,  you  must  not,  during  my 
involuntary  length  of  absence,  forget  to  understand,  and 
to  interpret  me.  Your  account  of  Miss  Anne  Parke 
(good  girl)  delights  me  much.  I  do  long  to  see  her, 
with  her  renovated  looks,  such  as  I  first  saw  her,  before 
I  uglified  her.  On  purpose  to  write  to  your  lordship, 
to  whom  only  I  write,  even  though  your  lordship  does 
not  or  will  not  understand  what  I  write,  I  dine  with 
Duke  Humphrey  to-day,  otherwise  I  could  not  even 
write  to  you,  to  whom  I  never  fail  to  write,  when  any 
thing  certain  occurs.  To  tell  ail  our  plans  would  be 
as  tiresome  as  unprofitable.  SufBce  that  we  are  at 
work,  and  what  can  be  done  will  be  done. 

To  return  to  Bamford.  I  know  not  well  how  to 
proceed.  If,  &c. — if,  &c. — if,  &c. — then  I  should  like 
to  hâve  him  at  Liverpool  and  at  Manchester  with  me, 
if  it  would  not  be  vain  to  attempt  the  latter  without 
more  time  than  I  can  give  it  ;  but,  above  ail,  I  would 
hâve  him  at  Bishop-Auckland.  What  (will  your  lord- 
ship be  so  good  as  find  out  and  tell  me)  will  the  National 
Society  say  to  this  ?  For  I  must  foUow  their  course,  not 
my  own,  though  I  may  think  my  own  not  unworthy, 

I  hâve  not  told  you  that,  if  I  had  known  the  very 
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day  your  lordship  was  first  to  hâve  been  at  Liverpool, 
returning  from  Peel,  that  I  should  hâve  perhaps  been 
ihere  also^  so  that  you  see  I  think  one  man  as  neces* 
sary  to  me  as  any  one  lady. 

Now  as  to  when  and  where,  I  trust  your  lordship 
sees  that  I  cannot  tell  more  than  I  hâve  told.  I  shall 
meet  the  primate  on  his  triennial  vîsitation^  nezt  week. 
Whether  I  go  to  Armagh,  to  Belfast,  &c.  &c.  &c.,  will 
dépend  on  my  seeing  an  imperious  call^  a  most  impt- 
nous  call  with  good  prospects  of  success. 

I  am  suffering  every  day  for  having  left  Ryde  six 
weeks,  or  at  least  a  month,  sooner  than  I  ought  for  my 
health,  and  comfort,  and  progress.  But  if  ail  the  good 
is  done  hère  which  a  first  attempt,  and  a  summer  visit^ 
admits,  I  must  not  regret  what  is  left  undone  as  to  my- 
self. 

How  is,  I  pray  you  always  tell  me,  how  is  my  nièce? 
I  had  almost  gone  to  see  her,  and  should,  perhaps,  if 
she  had  been  at  a  place  accessible  to  me. 

William  Disney  is  a  counsellor — a  judge  of  nine 
courts,  and  a  Davis.  Lady  Hariott  is  goodness  itself. 
She,  her  daughters,  and  family,  will  attend  the  Hiber- 
nian.     She  is  a  superior  woman  in  mind  and  heart. 

Hère  is  the  letter-press  of  a  dozen  letters.  So  I  am 
now  far  in  advance.  Letters,  Post-OflSce,  Dublin^ 
will  follow  me.  When  shall  I  hâve  another  such  din- 
ner,  and,  even  if  such,  another  two  hours  for  a  let- 
ter  and  tea  ? 

I  thank  you  for  every  thing  you  do  and  write,  and 
especially  for  the  Blue-coat,  Liverpool.  The  Brandreths 
now  and  always  were  yoiu*  lordship^ s  and  not  mine^  and 
not  even  next  to  your  lordship's,  but   G.  W.  M's. 
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The  Parkes  I  still  hope  you  hâve  left  me  some  interest 
in,  and  not  taken  entirely  and  solely  to  yourself.  Even 
them  I  give  up,  if  they  should  find  out  or  believe  what 
I  believe,  and  say  that  your  lordship  knows  the  mad 
instructions  better  than,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most 
affectionate  and  devoted. 


The  Rev.  Dr  Wobnsley  to  Dr  Dell. 

Clifford*8  Inn,  September  S,  1814. 

My  dear  Sir, 

Agreeably  to  your  directions,  I  lost  no  time  in 
hunting  out  Dr  Spurzheim,  and  was  so  fortunate  as  to 
find  him  almost  immediately.  He  has  been  at  our 
school  several  times,  and  has  brought  there  Monsieur 
Guvier,  brother  to  the  président  of  the  National  Insti- 
tution at  Paris,  the  Austrian  ambassador  and  his  lady, 
&c.,  ail  of  whom  expressed  themselves  in  terms  of  high 
admiration.  Dr  Spurzheim  has  promised  to  use  his 
utmost  endeavours  (and,  I  hâve  no  doubt.  Math  suc- 
cess)  to  hâve  your  admirable  System  introduced  înto 
Paris.  He  has  abeady  written  to  some  persons  of 
conséquence  for  that  purpose*  I  am  happy  to  inform 
you,  that  we  are  in  beautiful  order  in  Baldwin's  Gar- 
dons. I  must  do  Johnson  the  justice  to  mention,  that 
he  sticks  very  close  to  his  post.  I  rejoice  most  sin- 
cerely  to  hear,  that  you  are  doing  well  in  Ireland  ;  and 
I  look  forward  with  confident  hopes,  that  the  poor 
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people  of  that  country  will,  through  your  benevolent 
exertions^  expérience  that  émancipation  from  ignorance 
under  which  they  now  labour. 

I  hâve  received  a  letter  fÎTom  a  female^  who  calls 
herself  a  younger  sister  of  Mrs  Siddons,  offering  her 
services  in  the  Madras  System,  which,  she  understands, 
is  about  to  be  introduced  into  France,  and  for  which, 
from  her  perfect  knowledge  of  the  French  language, 
she  deems  herself  not  inadequately  qualified.  The 
letter  is  well  written  ;  and  I  intend  to  make  enquiries 
about  her.     .... 


Dr  Bell  to  Mr  James  Wilmont. 

Lord  Sanderliii*s,  Westmeath, 
September  10,  1814. 

My  dear  Wilmont,    • 

This  letter  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  our  fellow 
parishioners  of  Swanage,  and  our  fellow  parishioners 
in  the  Madras  vineyard,  Mrs  Rothman  and  her  daugh- 
ter  and  friends.  They  hâve  been  foUowing  up  the 
studies  which  they  commenced  at  Swanage,  at  the 
central  school,  under  Mr  Johnson  and  Mrs  Rogers, 
and  purpose  to  complète  their  Madras  éducation  under 
Mr  Wilmont  and  Mrs  Graham,  to  whom  you  will  pré- 
sent them  in  due  form. 

If  I  hâve  not  aJready  înterested  you  in  their  behalf, 
I  know  I  shall  do  so  when  I  inform  you  that  their 
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motive  in  going  through  aU  this  discipline  is  solely  to 
"  do  good."  They  purpose,  with  this  view,  to  visit 
the  Continent  eaxly — missionaries  of  the  new  System 
of  éducation^  which  they  intend  to  plant  and  propagate, 
wherever  they  shall  find  the  best  field  for  its  cultivation 
and  dissémination.  I  need  not  tell  you  that  I  am  not 
a  little  interested  in  their  success^  as  well  as  in  them- 
selves^and  that  you  must  displayyom*  utmost  urbanity on 
this  important  occasion,  and  send  them  forth  from  your 
seminary,  Mdth  aJl  the  leaming  of  the  West  I  promise 
for  them,  that  they  will  be  as  apt  to  leam,  as  you  to  teach. 

I  shall  add  to  your  interest,  on  this  interesting  com- 
munication, when  I  tell  you  that,  though  this  letter  is 
written  from  my  Lord  Sunderlin's,  my  présent  head- 
quarters  are  at  that  noble  and  magnificent  institution, 
in  which  your  first  Madras  doctrines  were  delivered. 
AU  agrée  in  the  merits  of  my  young  friend,  and  that 
he  performed  his  duties  there  in  an  able  and  exemplary 
manner.  Many  recollect  you  with  sincère  affection. 
More  are  ignorant  of  the  conduct  of  the  superinten- 
dress,  and  of  the  ill  treatment  which  you  experienced. 
Bamford,  Sowerby,  and  myself  hâve  begun  our  labours 
under  better  auspices,  and  hâve  every  prospect  of  com- 
plète success.  I  expect  to  see  Wilson's  Hospital  rival 
the  Westminster  National  School. 

Pursue  the  career  in  which  you  hâve  entered  ;  cul- 
tivate  good  studios.  And  believe  me  to  be,  dear  Wil- 
mont,  your  sincère  friend. 


VOL.  11.  ^  X 
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Dr  Bell  to  William  Disney^  Esq. 

Wilson'8  Hospital,  September  17,  1814. 

My  dear  Sir, 

For  upwards  of  a  week  I  hâve  been  at  work, 
with  my  fellow-labourers^  at  this  noble  and  grand  in- 
stitution. There  is  every  tbing  hère  to  strike  the 
mind  and  touch  the  heart  :  The  magnificence  of  the 
building  ;  the  commanding  situation  ;  the  hgh  under 
the  eye,  with  the  mountains  terminating  the  prospect  ; 
the  union  of  the  aged  and  the  young  ;  the  refuge  of 
the  infirmities  and  misfortunes  of  life^  and  the  provision 
to  guard^  as  far  as  human  wisdom  can  guard,  against 
the  vices  and  wants  which  arise  firom  bad  éducation  ; 
add  to  thèse  the  greatness  of  the  revenue,  and,  above 
ail,  the  immensity  and  the  importance  of  the  object  to 
which  the  funds  are  now  to  be  directed. 

Placed  in  such  a  situation — ^invested  with  full  powers, 
by  the  primate  and  the  bishop,  to  act  as  I  see  fit — it 
was  impossible  not  to  feel  a  more  than  usual  interest 
in  the  task  which  was  hère  assigned  to  me.  It  was 
impossible  not  to  look  back  with  deep  regret  to  the 
neglects  and  abuses  which,  under  the  late  superinten- 
dent,  had  been  suflfered  to  prevail  at  this  hospital,  the 
misérable  state  of  the  éducation  of  the  youth,  and  the 
terrible  severity  of  the  discipUne,  which  drove  the 
children  to  run  away  from  the  place. 

Scarcely  had  the  institution  time  to  recover  from 
thèse  evils,  under  the  wise  and  able  administration  of 
the  présent  superintendent,  when  I  hâve  it  in  charge 
to  introduce  the  new  System  of  éducation,  with  à  vîew 
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to  render  this  institution  a  nursery  of  schoolmasters^  to 
disseminate  moral  and  religions  instruction^  usefîil 
knowledge,  and  habits  of  industry  and  activity,  over 
the  kingdom. 

It  is  a  great  satisfaction^  that  the  progress  of  the 
school  bas  completely  answered  my  expectation.  Much 
benefit  is  derived  firom  the  zeal  and  diUgence  of  the 
superintendenty  Mr  Browne. 

I  purpose  to  retum  to  Ardbraccan  bouse  on  Tues- 
day  next,  and  thence,  after  a  day  or  two,  to  proceed 
to  Armagb,  whence  I  attend  the  primate  in  bis  visitation 
to  this  bospital.  By  that  time  I  trust  I  shall  be  able 
to  restore  Bamford  to  Dublin,  there  to  prépare  for  my 
reyisitation  of  your  bospital,  the  Hibemian  school,  and 
St  Mark's.  The  last,  if  something  more  effectuai  than 
I  witnessed  was  not  done,  I  fear  cannot  bave  made 
much  progress. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  drinking  a  glass  of  wine  with 
your  brother  at  the  visitation  dinner  ;  but,  to  my  mor- 
tification, who  intended  to  bave  intercepted  him,  be 
made  bis  escape  in  silence  without  my  being  able  to 
be  presented  to  him,  and  converse  with  him.  I  am 
anxious  to  bear  bow  the  Foundling  School  goes  on. 
Hâve  the  goodness  to  give  me  a  line  directed  Ardbrac- 
can, Navan. 
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My  Lord, 


Dr  Bell  to  Lord  Kenyon.  , 

WiIson*8  Hospital,  September  22,  1814. 

i 

1 


I  have  thought  it  best  to  remain  hère  beyond  the 
time  intended^  and  have  much  satisfaction  infaaving  \ 

done  so.     Never  bas  such  progress  been  made  in  the 
time.     Bamford  is  invaluable  ;  steady^  firm,  able^  and  ^ 

honest.     To-morrow  I  go  to  Ârdbraccan,  thence  on  i 

Monday  to  the  primate  at  Armagh^  retum  with  his 
Grâce,  if  he  do  not  diange  bis  mind,  to  Ardbraccan,  and  ^ 

to  this  hospital,  which  I  expect  to  find  in  perfect  order, 
and  to  visit  with  the  £dge  worths,  and  perhaps  Borristo  wn,  t  j 

my  kindy  and  good,  and  hospitable  Lord  Sunderlin,  ' 

who  is  a  kind  of  an  old  friend,  at  least  aoqnaintance.  ^ 


< 


Dîd  I  tell  you  that  Lord  Whitworth  had  written  to 
the  goyemors  of  the  Foundling,  and  given  aU  the  weigkt 
of  govemment,  the  whole  weighi  of  this  country,  to  the 
new  System.     I  want  nothing  hère  but  your  lordship,  ^ 

or  one  who  bas  the  influence  and  knowledge  of  your 
lordship,  to  tell  them,  as  I  do,  that  résolutions  of  govs^- 
nors'or  trustées  will  not  do  the  whole  business.  If 
I  were  to  be  in  Dublin  in  the  winter,  I  think  I  migfat 
do  much.  *^ 

My  Ryde  (or  Kensington)  friends  have  been  a 
month  in  attendance  at  the  Central  School,  have  had  J 

honours  paid  them,  I  know  not  what,  by  the  committee^  \ 

I  know  not  whom,  and  are  determined  on  spreading 
the  System,    you  know  which,    on    the   Continent.  \ 

Richard,  a  first  rate  genius,  is  of  the  party  during  Dr 
Carey's  vacation,  and  is  wisely  appointed  by  Mr  John- 
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son  usher.  The  ladies  hâve  gone  once  through  the 
girls*  school^  and  are  now  to  go  through  the  boys' 
Bchool.  They  hâve  offèred  to  taJce  charge  of  the  girls' 
school^  that  Mrs  Rogers  may  go  to  the  Queen.  But 
your  lordship  not  being  there,  I  cannot  tell  what  will 
be  done."  I  hope  I  hâve  now  opened  your  lordship's 
eyes  to  my  visit  at  Ryde.  I  begin  to  suspect  that  your 
lordship  îs  not  so  much  superior  to  ail  other  men,  as 
I  thought^  and  that  you  must  be  told  a  thing  in  order 
to  know  it. 


Dr  Bell  to  Mrs  Cook. 


^  Palace,  Chester,  21st  Oct.  1814. 

My  dear  Madam^ 
\  Your  melancholy  letter  has  had  a  long  jouniey. 

It  travelled  in  search  of  me  from  England  to  Ireland — 
L  from   Dublin    to   Ardbraccan    house,   the    Çishop   of 

^  Meath's,  whom  you  know — ^from  Ardbraccan  house  to 

Wilson's  hospital,  from  Wilson's  hospital  to  the  palace 
l  of  Armagh,  thence^  after  many  windings,  to  Dublin, 

and  to  the  palace  of  Bangor,  when  at  last  it  found  me 

hère 

In  the  distribution  of  books  was  a  share  allotted  to 

the  other  master,  of  whom  I  hear  weU,  as  well  as  to 

Mr  Smith,  my  friend  ?    But  it  is  not  acquaintance  or 

friendship  that  do  at  ail  influence  me  in  my  ABC 

proceedings. 

I  trust  I  hâve  laid  a  foundation  stone  in  Ireland 

which  will  be  built  upon. 
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